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LIGHT   THROUGH  WORK 


OFFICES  AND  SALESROOMS 
118  East  59th  Street 

Phone  3370  Plaza 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM     -     -     1 18  EAST  59th  STREET 

PHONE  3370  PLAZA 

FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN     -    -     127  EAST  42nd  STREET 

PHONE  4413  38th 

To  prevent  unnecessary  blindness,  and 
To  help  the  blind  to  help  themselves 


Yearly  Member            -           -           -  $10.00 

Sustaining  Member             _           .  .  25.00 

Patron              ....  100.00 

Lile  Member  (given  at  one  time)    -  -  500.00 


Jform  of  pequegt 

I  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  incorporated 
under  Chapter  559  of  the  Laws  of  1895  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  be  applied  to 
the  benevolent  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Association  and  under  its  direction,  (insert 
description  of  the  money  or  property  given). 

THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY 
BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS 

Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  work  are  requested  not  to  give  money  to 
pciso.is  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  this  Association. 


From  a  letter  to  a  friend: — 

.  .  .  I  write  this  in  behalf  of  a  work,  the  need  of  which  has  been  evident  to  students 
of  our  social  conditions  for  many  years.  The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  has 
undertaken  to  bring  about  a  better  condition  of  affairs,  especially  for  the  adult  blind  of  this 
Stale.    .    .  . 

From  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Association: — 

I  hope  that  may  have  attracted  some  attention  to  the  good  enterprise.  In 

the  meantime  I  ask  your  permission  to  send  you  a  modest  check,  hoping  that  other  people  will 
do  likewise. 

Cakl  Schukz. 
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This  report  was  held  back  until  March,  1908,  when  the  Report  of  the  State 
Commission  was  complete,  and  we  were  able  to  use  the  information  which  we 
gathered  for  it  in  this  Report  of  the  Association.  Through  the  generosity  of  a 
friend  it  has  been  fully  illustrated  from  an  especial  fund  for  that  purpose. 
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WHAT  WE  OFFER  THE  PUBLIC  AND  WHAT  WE  WANT 
THE  PUBLIC  TO  LET  US  DO  FOR  IT 


STENOGRAPHY 
Dictate  letters  to  our  blind  girls  or  to  a 
phonograph  and  we  will  typewrite  them,  with 
or  without  carbon  copies. 

Letters  dictated,  per  folio  (loo  words).. $  .10 
Letters  dictated,  double  space  per  page..  .15 
Letters  dictated,  single  space  per  page...  .20 
Copying,  per  folio  (100  words),  I  carbon,  .05 
Copying,  per  folio  (100  words),  2  carbons,  .08 
Copying,  per  folio  (100  words),  3  carbons,  .10 
All  copying  will  be  carefully  compared  with 
original  copy  before  leaving  this  office. 

MASSAGE   .    .    .  SHAMPOOING 

Let  us  give  by  appointment  (Phone  3370 
Plaza;  address  118  East  59th  Street)  massage 
treatment  as  directed  by  physicians. 

Our  Massage  room  is  so  arranged  that  you 
have  the  privacy  and  comfort  of  a  private 
house  and  all  the  details  are  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  executive  workers  of  the 
Association. 

n  you  will  notify  us,  our  Masseur,  who  has 
been  thoroughly  trained  in  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell's 
system  and  in  Swedish  movements,  will  call  at 
your  house. 

The  blind  are  pre-eminently  fitted  to  become 
Masseurs ;  of  necessity  they  develop  a  wonder- 
ful sense  of  touch.  Their  fingers  must  tell 
them  what  their  eyes  no  longer  can.  By  the 
constant  use  of  their  hands  they  acquire  a  dex- 
terity which  few  sighted  people  have. 

In  London,  Massage  by  the  blind  is  an  ac- 
cepted and  successful  profession.  Some  doc- 
tors refuse  to  employ  any  others.  In  Japan 
none  except  the  blind  until  recently  were  al- 
lowed to  do  Massage  and  in  Yokohama  alone 
it  is  stated  that  out  of  1,000  Masseurs  earning 
a  livelihood  900  are  blind. 

Also  by  appointment.  Shampooing,  Facial 
and  Scalp  Massage  and  Tonic  treatment  are 
given  with  the  same  privacy  and  care  in  details 
as  the  Massage. 

In  this  department  we  employ  both  the  blind 
themselves  and  the  members  of  families  where 
the  breadwinner  is  blind  and  the  family  con- 
sequently needs  our  interest. 

PIANO  TUNING 

Let  us  tune  your  pianos — skilled  workmen 
only  employed. 

CHAIR  CANING 

Let  us  cane  your  chairs.  We  will  call  for 
and  deliver  them. 

BROOMS 

for  drawing-room  or  kitchen,  for  office  or 
factory,  sold  singly  or  in  gross,  all  hand-made 
at  our  own  factory,  147  East  42nd  Street,  of 
carefully  selected  broom  corn.  They  will  out- 
last three  of  any  machine-made  broom. 

Come  and  buy  of  us : 

BASKETS 

of  raffia,  sweet  grass,  reed,  and  willow  in  many 
varieties.  Orders  taken  for  any  special  size 
you  may  wish. 


ORDERS  TAKEN  FROM  SAMPLES 
For  Mission  furniture.  Rugs  and  Curtains 
woven  on  hand  looms ;  samples  shown  in  a 
great  variety  of  designs  and  any  coloring  or 
size  you  wish.  Hand-made  Hammocks  with 
and  without  mattresses. 

WORSTED  WORK 

Jackets,  Leggins,  Bands,  Shawls,  Costume 
Dolls,  Teddy  Bears,  Worsted  Balls,  etc.,  etc., 
daintily  knitted  and  crocheted  on  our  own 
premises  in  sunny  airy  rooms,  safe  for  the 
baby  to  wear  and  play  with. 

Motor  Scarfs,  Shawls,  Hug  -  Me  -  Tights, 
Friction  Towels,  etc.,  etc.,  for  grown-ups. 

We  also  take  orders  for  anything  knitted  or 
crocheted  which  you  may  want  and  which  we 
may  not  have  in  stock.  Towels  for  the  kitchen. 
Aprons  in  all  varieties. 

BEAD  WORK 

Dog  Collars,  Chains,  Opera  Glass  Bags, 
Lamp  Shades,  Candle  Shades,  and  Electric 
Light  Shades. 

A  new  departure  for  the  blind  has  been 
started  by  us  in  artistic  Bead  Shades  of  any 
color  or  size  to  match  draperies  and  walls. 
These  have  called  forth  the  admiration  not 
only  of  the  general  public  but  of  artists,  deco- 
rators, and  architects  who  appreciate  both  their 
beauty  and  usefulness. 

SPECIALTIES  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Checker    Boards,    Chess    Boards,  Playing 
Cards,  and  other  games  to  order  (arranged 
for  the  blind)  :  Self  Threading  Needles,  Beads, 
Worsteds,  Silks,  etc.,  in  stock. 

SPECIAL  TOOLS  AND  WRITING  AP- 
PLIANCES FOR  THE  BLIND 
Books,  alphabets,  primers,  and  music  in  the 
raised  types  can  be  ordered  through  us. 

Subscriptions  to  the  magazines  for  the  blind. 
Information  concerning  our  Home  Teaching 
Classes  in  trades,  music,  etc.,  can  be  had  at 
our  office,  118  East  sgth  Street. 


CO-OPERATE 

Employ  the  people  whom  we  train.  They 
can  always  be  taken  on  trial.  Give  us  clothes 
that  you  no  longer  want,  but  which  would  be  of 
great  use  to  many  of  the  blind  men.  women, 
and  children. 

Send  to  our  Ticket  Bureau  tickets  for  con- 
certs, theatres,  and  lectures,  which  are  grate- 
fully used  by  the  blind  whom  we  personally 
know. 

Order  Papers.  Magazines,  and  Books,  old  or 
new,  through  blind  book  agents  known  to  us. 

HELP 

Give  us  your  time,  money,  or  anything  that 
you  can  spare  to  help  our  work  to  continue 
and  to  grow. 
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classes,  home  teaching,  chibs,  salesroom, 
information  and  registration  bureaux, 
( with  reports  on  9.585  cases  which  were 
taken  for  the  Commission  appointed  by 
Governor  Higgins  and  continued  by 
Governor  Hughes)  are  already  doing 
great  good.  It  wishes  to  be  always  re- 
ceptive for  fresh  ideas  to   aid  in  car- 


Association  to  grow  and  to  do  its  best. 
Co-operation  of  all  kinds,  criticisms, 
suggestions,  and  investigation,  are 
gratefully  received,  and  the  offices 
salesrooms  and  classrooms  at  118  East 
59th  Street,  as  well  as  the  factory  for 
blind  men  at  147  East  42nd  Street,  are 
open  for  inspection  from  9  to  5  week- 


Knitted  work,  hats  made,  and  dolls  dressed  by  the  blind  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 


rying  out  its  task.  It  begs  the  citi- 
zens of  New  York  to  consider  seri- 
ously the  great  need  for  its  work 
in  a  city  which  has  over  2,300  blind, 
most  of  whom  are  very  poor,  the  pro- 
priety and  humanity,  and  apart  from 
sentiment,  the  economic  reasonableness 
of  minimizing  unnecessary  blindness,  by 
preventing  the  over  thirty  per  cent  of 
it  which  is  the  result  of  criminal  care- 
lessness or  ignorance,  and  of  turn- 
ing those  blind  people  who  have  been 
hitherto  unhappy  economic  drags  into 
contented  wage-earners.  This  can  only 
be  done  if  the  community  will  give  the 
financial  support,  which  will  enable  the 


days,  excepting  Saturdays,  when  work 
stops  at  I  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  A 
resident  is  in  charge  of  the  office  build- 
ing day  and  night  to  superintend  the 
evening  clubs  and  classes. 

The  Association  depends  entirely  on 
voluntary  contributions.  It  can  use  any 
amount  of  money  however  great  or 
small.   Our  immediate  needs  are  : 

I.  For  larger  buildings,  which  would 
include  grounds  where  the  blind  work- 
men and  women  could  have  plenty  of  ex- 
ercise and  fresh  air.  Doctors  are  agreed 
that  besides  mental  occupation — exercise, 
baths  and  fresh  air  are  essential  for  the 
well-being  of  most  of  the  blind. 
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2.  For  the  maintenance  and  equip- 
ment of  classes  for  men  and  women. 

3.  For  the  running  expenses  of  the 
ofifice  building,  the  salesroom  and  class 
and  club  rooms,  and  for  the  salaries  of 
teachers  to  instruct  in  useful  industries. 

4.  For  the  salaries  of  the  staff  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Registration 
Bureau,  which  has  detailed  reports  on 
nearly  6,000  blind  people  in  the  State. 

5.  For  the  salaries  of  home  teachers, 
who  instruct  those  blind  people  who  are 
unable  to  go  to  their  work,  to  make  use- 
ful articles  and  to  occupy  themselves 
profitably  in  their  own  homes. 

6.  F"or  the  library  of  literature  of  spe- 
cial interest  to  the  blind  and  their  fam- 
ilies. 

The  work  already  accomplished  by  us 
has  appealed  so  strongly  to  friends  of  the 
Organization,  that  they  have  offered 
$40,000  conditional  on  our  raising  a 
working  capital  of  $100,000.  Informa- 
tion will  be  gladly  given  as  to  the  uses 
to  which  this  capital  will  be  put. 

We  willingly  suggest  appropriate  ob- 
jects for  the  uses  of  bequests  or  memorial 


funds.  All  money  is  invested  by  our 
Trustees  in  the  effort  to  secure  as  great 
a  return  in  interest  as  is  consistent  with 
absolute  safety.  An  example  of  an  es- 
pecial fund  is  the  Caroline  Metcalf  fund, 
the  income  of  which  goes  to  extending 
througli  home  teaching  the  work  for 
blind  women  in  the  tenements. 

All  contributions  will  be  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Treasurer,  Herbert 
S.  Barnes,  Esq.,  118  East  59th  Street. 

A  young  blind  man  who  had  been 
forced  on  account  of  his  loss  of  sight 
to  live  for  years  in  the  almshouse,  and 
who,  through  the  Association,  is  now 
busily  at  work  and  entirely  self-support- 
ing, says : — "I  feel  as  though  I  had  been 
born  into  a  new  world.  I  would  kill  my- 
self if  I  were  forced  again  into  idleness." 

This  is  the  prayer  of  another  of  our 
co-operators : 

"Though  darkness  comes, 
None  of  us  here  may  shirk. 

Thou  Light  of  Lights, 

Now     give     us    'Light  through 
Work.'  " 


WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF 


REGISTRATION  BUREAU  Legislation    secured.     Efforts    started  for 

united  action  of  medical  bodies,  health  boards, 

On  file  at  the  office  of  the  Association  is  nursing  associations,  and  the  public  to  minimize 

the  census  taken  for  the  Commission  for  the  the  loss  of  sight. 

Blind.  It  includes:—  Talks  by  the  officers  of  the  Association,  ad- 
Reports  on  9,585  individuals  in  the  State  vocating  preventive  measures. 

who  had  been  classified  as  blind.  3.500  leaflets  have  been  distributed  for  pre- 

Statistics  taken  from  3,508  cases,  which  give  vention  of  blindness. 

for  each  the  age,  health,  degree,  cause  and  For  other  propaganda  given  out  by  the  Asso- 

time  of  occurrence   of  blindness,   education,  ciation  see  the  back  of  this  report. 


Blind  girls  making  lamp  shade  and  wire  hat  frame  at  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 


working  capacity,  means  of  support,  marital 
condition  and  whereabouts. 

Records  in  full  of  the  2,300  blind  in  Greater 
New  York  (most  of  whom  are  personally 
known  to  us). 

Reports  on  iii  blind  children  out  of  school 
referred  to  schools. 

Catalogues  giving  the  institutions  and  litera- 
ture and  occupations  for  the  blind  (as  far  as 
possible)  throughout  the  world. 


EDUCATIONAL  PROPAGANDA 

Campaign  for  the  prevention  of  unnecessary 
blindness,  which  is  over  30  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  amount. 


HOME  TEACHING 

Lessons  given  by  teachers  to  the  blind 
who  are  unfitted  to  work  outside  of 

their  homes    2,414 

Pupils  reached    404 

Lessons  per  pupil    S}i 


FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN 

Number  of  men  taught  to  make  brooms 
or  cane  chairs  and  employed  at  these 

industries   55 

Number  of  chairs  caned  at  the  factory. .  3,298 
Number  of  brooms  made  at  the  factory.  34,952 
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CLASSES  FOR  WOMEN 

Number   of   women   employed   in  the 

classes    26 

Articles  made:  Baskets,  bead  work,  knitted 

and  crocheted  work  of  all  kinds,  hat  frames. 


by  the  Association,  5 ;  secretaries,  3 ;  car- 
penters, 3 ;  agents  and  salesmen,  3 ;  basket 
makers,  3 ;  tuners,  2 ;  stenographers,  2 ;  and 
I  each  mattress  maker,  hammock  and  net 
maker,  masseur,  electrician,  book  dealer, 
printer,  umbrella  maker  and  repairer. 


Chair  caning  at  the  factory  for  blind  men  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 


aprons,  dolls  dressed,  etc..  etc.,  (see  page  2). 
Sales  from  women's  work  amounted  to  only 
$ico. 

This  work  has  not  been  more  gainful  be- 
cause it  was  not  organized  at  all  before  the 
spring  of  1907,  and  until  we  moved  into  our 
new  quarters,  in  September,  we  were  unable 
to  start  it  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  With  our 
present  classrooms  and  salesrooms  we  look  for 
better  results. 

BLIND  MEN  AND  WOMEN  EMPLOYED 
(Outside  of  classes,   factory,  and   pupils  in 
tenements) 

Teachers,  6;  census  enumerators,  6;  musicians. 
6;  switchboard  operators  trained  and  placed 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  in  the  State,  out- 
side of  Greater  New  York,  employment  was 
found  for  24,  including  broom  makers,  mat- 
tress makers,  chair  caners,  teachers,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Association  receives  three  newspapers 
published  by  blind  editors. 

TICKET  BUREAU 
Number  of  tickets  distributed  for  lec- 
tures, musicales,  and  dramatic  enter- 
tainments, which  have  been  given  to 
suitable  blind  people  who  otherwise 
could  not  afford  them   6,000 

CLUBS 

Number     of     blind     women  reached 

through  the  Women's  Club   150 


I  do  not  ask  for  charity  for  the  blind.  I  only  ask  that  justice  be  done  them. 
There  is  practically  no  limit  to  what  they  can  do. — Dr.  Lyman  Abbott. 
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Number  of  blind  men  reached  through 
the  Men's  Club   200 

SOCIAL  SERVICE 

The  Association  has  acted  as  a  friend  in 
need  to  the  sick,  the  hungry,  the  ragged,  and 
the  destitute  blind,  for  whom  it  has  found 
homes,  hospitals,  food,  clothing,  guides,  friends, 
employment,  diversion,  and  burial  expenses. 

Placed  in  hospitals    10 

Received  special  attention  from  our  ocu- 
list or  physician   82 


A  blind  girl  sewing  on  a  machine  at  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind. 


(All  Others  needing  medical  care  have  been 
referred  to  hospitals  or  clinics  with  the  Asso- 


ciation's card.) 

Blind  people  to  whom  clothes  have  been 

given  or  sold  at  low  prices    25 

Destitute  blind  people  furnished  with 
dinners,  Christmas  or  Thanksgiving 
(special  fund)    24 

Guides  furnished    50 

Outings  for  the  day   (apart  from  the 

Ticket  Bureau  outings  or  the  clubs) .  .  39 

Outings  of  several  weeks    7 

Bunches  of  flowers  distributed  in  tene- 
ments   400 

Scholarships  obtained  for  blind  mu- 
sicians   6 

Pianos  secured  for  pupils  to  practice  on.  2 

Organs  secured  for  pupils  to  practice  on,  2 


Typewriters  given  to  blind  people  in 
their  homes    4 

Rent  of  typewriter  paid  for  a  short 
period    i 

Sewing  machines  given  to  blind  women 
in  their  homes    2 


OBJECT  LESSONS 

At  the  salesroom  and  the  office  may  be  seen 
the  classes  of  blind  people  at  work,  and  the 
blind  members  of  the  staff;  tools,  appliances 
and  machines  for  reading  and  writing;  a  small 
museum  of  interesting  work  made  by  the  blind ; 
and  work  for  sale  from  our  pupils  and  outside 
consignors. 

Photographs  showing  activities  for  the 
blind  in  other  countries  are  kept  and 
explained  to  our  visitors,  who  have 
numbered    5,561 

Magazines  for  the  blind  in  various  prints 
and  magazines  in  ordinary  print  of 
especial  interest  to  the  blind  and  their 
families  are  kept  on  file. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letters  sent  from  the  Secretary's  office 
concerning  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness, the  census,  association,  and  lit- 
erature   for    the    blind    here  and 


abroad    8,575 

Second  class  matter,  leaflets,  etc   875 

Appeals,  notices,  and  matters  relating  to 

Public  Meetings,  etc   15,000 


24,450 

IRANCHES    WHICH    HAVE  SPRUNG 
FROM  OUR  WORK 

'icket  Bureaux  (the  latest  of  these  is  in 

Switzerland)    10 

Vomen's  Club   i 

A    similar    Association    was    founded  in 
luffalo  in  the   Spring  of  1907,  and  several 
thers  towns  are  agitating  the  question  of 
establishing  branches. 

PLACES  INVESTIGATED  AS  POSSIBLE 
TO  EMPLOY  THE  BLIND  IN 


Private  telephone  exchanges    10 

Piano  factories    10 

Box  factories    5 

Binderies    5 


And  a  Tile  manufactory,  a  Straw  factory,  a 
Phonograph  establishment  and  a  Nursery. 

INSTITUTIONS  PERSONALLY  INVES- 
TIGATED BY  THE  OFFICERS  AND 
THE  STAFF  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 


Nurseries  for  the  blind   3 

Kindergartens  for  the  blind   6 

Schools  for  the  blind    25 

Workshops  for  the  blind   10 

Industrial  homes  for  the  blind   6 

Homes  for  the  blind   8 

Libraries  for  the  blind   25 
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These  include  institutions  in  America  and 
Europe.  We  also  have  information  in  full 
through  correspondence  with  institutions  for 
the  blind  in  Japan,  China,  India,  Turkey,  the 
Holy  Land,  etc.,  etc. 

From  this  intimate  knowledge  of  the  work 
for  the  blind,  the  Association  can  select  what- 
ever it  finds  practical  in  the  activities  of  the 
older  organizations ;  and  in  addition  it  is  con- 
stantly seeking  new  fields. 

PROPOSED  WEEKLY  PROGRAMME  OF 
WORK 

FOR  WOMEN 

Classes  in  Typewriting,  Bead  work.  Machine- 
sewing,  Basket  making,  German,  Physical 
culture.  Choral  classes. 


The  women's  club,  meeting  fortnightly,  and 
ethical  talks  and  lessons  arranged  for  Sunday 
afternoons. 

FOR  MEN 

Broom  making  and  Chair  caning  at  the 
factory.  Typewriting,  Ciioral  classes,  Physi- 
cal culture.  Business  classes. 

The  men's  club,  meeting  fortnightly,  and 
ethical  talks  and  social  meetings  arranged  for 
Sunday  evenings. 


Special  lessons  in  Switch-board  operating 
and  Shorthand  are  given  when  required. 


The  Association  is  able  to  give  such  varied 
instruction  through  the  generosity  of  several 
volunteer  teachers  outside  of  its  regular  staff. 


Blind  boys  putting  the  shot  at  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Pa. 


It  is  dismal  to  be  blind — it  is  a  dreary,  dreary  life  at  best.  To  them  it  is  always 
night ;  and  when  they  have  to  sit  with  folded  hands  and  with  nothing  to  do  to  amuse 
or  entertain  or  employ  their  minds,  it  is  drearier  and  drearier.  They  ought  not  to 
be  compelled  to  subsist  on  charity.  We  would  give  them  an  opportunity  to  earn 
their  bread  and  to  know  the  sweetness  of  the  bread  got  with  the  labor  of  one's  own 
hands. — Samuel  L.  Clemens  {Mark  Tzuaiii). 


ORIGIN  AND  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIA- 
TION FOR  THE  BLIND 


By  MRS.  EDWARD  RINGWOOD  HEWITT 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 


The  first  office  of  the  Association,  in  a  room  i8  x  lo.  At  the  back  Is  a  class  of  blind  switchboard  operators,  and  to 
the  left  a  lesson  in  typewriting  is  being  given.  Though  the  original  quarters  of  the  Atsociation  did  not  permit  of 
separate  class-rooms  for  blind  men  and  women,  they  were  not  allowed  to  meet,  and  in  the  new  office  of  the  Asso- 
ciation the  classes  are  entirely  separate. 


As  a  member  of  the  Committee  for 
Tickets  for  the  BHnd,  founded  in  IQ03, 
from  which  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  BHnd  sprang,  it  seems  fitting  for 
me  to  give  an  account  of  its  start  and 
early  history.  I  cannot  do  better  than 
to  quote,  concerning  the  origin  of  the 
Organization,  from  an  article  by  Miss 
Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  Associa- 
tion, entitled  "Bureau  for  Tickets  for 
the  Blind,"  which  appeared  in  Charities 
of  February  3,  1906: — 

"Some  years  ago  in  Italy,  my  sister 
and  I  had  the  privilege  of  being  near 
some  blind  boys  at  a  concert.  Their  evi- 
dent delight  in  the  music  doubled  our 
pleasure.    The  house  was  poorly  filled. 


The  empty  seats,  the  blind  boys'  great 
enjoyment,  and  the  thought  of  the  army 
of  blind  who  rarely,  if  ever,  have  the 
satisfaction  of  going  to  an  entertainment, 
led  to  the  simple  question :  Why  should 
not  the  blind  who  are  fit  to  appear  in  pub- 
lic, but  who  are  too  poor  to  afiford  such 
pleasures,  have  in  every  community  the 
advantage  of  using  unsold  tickets  for 
concerts,  etc.  ?" 

This  idea  led  Miss  Holt  to  ask  a  num- 
ber of  her  friends  to  form  a  Committee 
to  give  tickets  to  the  blind.  The  first  per- 
son to  whom  she  applied  for  help  in  this 
task  was  the  late  Carl  Schurz,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  and 
who  remained  an  active  friend  of  the 
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New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
until  his  death.  In  1906  in  a  note  to  a 
friend  concerning  the  Association  he 
said :  "I  write  this  in  behalf  of  a  work, 
the  need  for  which  has  been  evident  to 
students  of  our  social  conditions  for 
many  years." 

Mr.  Damrosch  generously  gave  the 
use  of  the  office  of  the  Musical  Art  So- 
ciety, as  a  place  from  which  the  tickets 
could  be  distributed.  In  spite  of  the 
ef¥orts  to  make  this  plan  successful,  it 
was  found  that  it  was  important  to  have 
the  blind  who  were  reached  by  the  Com- 
mittee more  intimately  known  than  was 
possible  by  their  merely  calling  at  the 
office.  Therefore,  after  a  few  months 
of  this  experimenting,  the  Misses  Holt 
opened  an  office  in  their  own  house, 
where  they  personally  interviewed  each 
blind  person  who  applied  for  the  privi- 
lege of  free  admission  to  concerts  or 
theatrical  performances.  They  shortly 
found  that  many  of  the  blind  people  who 
called  on  them  were  intelligent  and  edu- 
cated individuals,  and  with  these  they 
formed  a  sub-committee  to  assist  them 
in  their  work.  Further  knowledge 
of  the  lives  of  the  blind  who  sought 
so  eagerly  distraction  from  their  cramped 
and  cheerless  lives,  brought  the  realiza- 
tion of  the  importance  of  giving  them 
opportunities  for  work  and  to  learn  how 
to  become  wage-earners,  clearly  before 
the  founders  of  the  ticket  bureau.  There- 
fore, to  quote  Helen  Keller:  "The  two 
noble  women  determined  to  see  what 
could  be  done."  "They  went  for  infor- 
mation to  the  New  York  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  They  asked  why  the  blind 
were  unemployed.  They  received  cour- 
teous assurances  that  everything  possi- 
ble was  being  done  for  the  blind,  that 
their  hard  lot  was  the  inevitable  result 
of  circumstances.  The  fact  that  they 
were  idle  was  deplored,  but  there  was  no 
help  for  it.  In  a  world  of  machinery, 
specialized  industry  and  keen  competi- 
tion, the  blind  man  could  not  expect  to 
find  profitable  occupation.  He  must,  it 
was  urged,  ever  remain  a  public  charge 
to  be  treated  kindly,  and  the  young 
women  were  heartily  commended  for 
their  efforts  to  supply  them  with  enter- 
tainment. Indeed,  it  was  argued,  it 
would  be  cruel  to  add  to  the  burden  of 


infirmity  the  burden  of  labor.  It  w&uld 
be  quite  as  cruel  to  expect  them  to  earn 
their  living  as  to  compel  a  disabled  horse 
to  earn  his  oats.  (The  same  kind  of 
specious  argument  was  being  dissemi- 
nated in  Massachusetts  and  other  States. ) 
But  the  ladies  were  too  intelligent  and 
too  earnest  to  be  convinced.  Their  visit 
was  the  beginning  of  a  new  movement 
in  New  York  toward  the  betterment  of 
the  sightless."  It  caused  those  inter- 
ested to  study  what  was  being  done 
abroad  and  in  this  country  and  to  learn 
personally  from  the  organizations  which 
befriend  the  blind.  After  studying  at 
Norwood,  the  normal  college  for  the 
blind  in  England,  where  former  visits 
had  made  her  familiar  with  the  work, 
Miss  Holt  in  the  summer  of  1905  wrote 
to  her  sister  urging  her  to  found  in  New 
York  some  Association  which  would 
have  for  its  object  the  fitting  of  the 
blind  sufficiently  well  to  enable  them  to 
take  their  place  as  contented  wage-earn- 
ers in  the  community.  In  consequence 
of  this,  the  son  of  Dr.  Campbell,  of  Nor- 
wood, was  asked  to  lecture  at  the  house 
of  the  Misses  Holt  on  how  to  make  the 
blind  self-supporting,  and  to  show  to  all 
those  whom  they  could  interest  what  had 
already  been  learned  that  could  benefit 
the  blind.  Following  this,  the  Misses 
Holt  organized  at  their  own  home,  44 
East  78th  Street,  on  November  23,  1905, 
the  present  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,  of  which  Dr.  Abbott  became 
the  first  President.  The  capital  with 
which  the  Association  began  work  was 
$400.00,  which  had  been  collected  for  the 
Committee  for  Tickets  for  the  Blind  and 
which  was  voted  over  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  to  the  new  organization.  The 
Committee  for  Tickets  for  the  Blind 
then  voted  to  amalgamate  with  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  its  work  was  carried  on  as  the 
Bureau  for  Tickets  for  the  Blind,  which 
became  a  Branch  of  the  Association. 

Students  of  work  for  the  blind  realized 
that  the  only  way  to  judge  accurately 
of  the  needs  of  the  blind  was  to  find  their 
whereabouts  and  condition,  and  that  this 
could  only  be  done  by  a  reliable  personal 
census.  The  only  list  furnished  by  the 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  New  York 
had  one  thousand  names  on  it,  and  there 
they  were   unable  to  give  any  more, 
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therefore  it  was  estimated  there  were 
about  1,200  blind  in  New  York.  The 
census  which  we  have  finished  shows  at 
least  2,300  blind  in  Greater  New  York. 
(See  report  of  Director  of  Census,  page 
39.)  At  the  house  of  the  Misses  Holt, 
the  studio  became  a  census  bureau.  The 
library  was  turned  into  the  office  of  the 


install  a  telephone  switchboard  in 
the  library,  and  here  the  blind  pupils 
of  the  Association  were  trained  as 
telephone  operators.  In  this  same  room 
(18  X  12  ft.)  home  teachers  were  in- 
structed and  sent  out  to  their  work ;  type- 
writing and  typewriting  from  phono- 
graph records  were  taught  to  the  blind ; 


The  first  census  bureau  of  the  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  in  the  studio  of  a 

private  house. 


Association.  Industries,  which  had  al- 
ready been  proven  in  other  places  as 
practical  for  blind  people,  were  put  in 
operation  by  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  and 
she  introduced  several  new  and  practi- 
cal departments  in  which  the  blind  have 
become  efficient  wage-earners.  During 
this  portion  of  the  Association's  exist- 
ence, it  was  greatly  helped  by  the  enthu- 
siastic co-operation  of  many  of  the  blind. 
A  blind  friend  who  had  herself  been  an 
efficient  switchboard  operator  helped 
to  persuade  the  Telephone  Company  to 


bead  and  basket  classes  were  formed  for 
the  women.  The  Blind  Women's  Club 
had  its  origin  in  the  same  house,  and 
here  the  Men's  Club  was  organized  and 
refreshments  were  sent  to  their  meet- 
ings at  their  workshop. 

The  Association  started  in  November, 
1905,  with  a  capital  of  $400.00.  As  its 
headquarters  were  in  the  house  of  the 
Secretary,  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  who  was 
also  Treasurer  pro  tem.,  and  the  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Miss  Edith  Holt.  No 
expense  for  service,  lighting,  or  heat- 
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ing  were  involved,  therefore  the  ex- 
penses were  very  shght  until  in  March, 
1906,  when  a  home  teacher  was  en- 
gaged and  the  census  takers  augmented 
from  one  to  three,  and  secretaries 
were  engaged  to  do  the  increasing  work 
of  correspondence.  A  loft  was  rented 
and  machinery  installed  at  No.  147  East 
426.  Street,  and  here  six  blind  men  were 
started  working  at  chair-caning  and 
broom-making. 

In  order  to  interest  people  in  the  pro- 
posed work  of  the  Association,  it  was  de- 
cided to  hold  a  public  meeting  in  the  ball- 
room of  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  on  March 
29th.  At  this  meeting  Dr.  Lyman  Ab- 
bott presided.  Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne 
Clemens  ( Mark  Twain )  spoke  at  length 
and  said:  "It  is  dismal  enough  to  be 
blind — it  is  a  dreary,  dreary  life  at  best. 
To  them  it  is  always  night ;  and  when 
they  have  to  sit  with  folded  hands  and 
with  nothing  to  do  to  amuse  or  entertain 
or  employ  their  minds,  it  is  drearier  and 
drearier.  They  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  subsist  on  charity.  We  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  earn  their 
bread  and  to  know  the  sweetness  of  the 
bread  got  with  the  labor  of  one's  own 
hands."  The  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 
made  a  spirited  address,  concluding  with  : 
"Nobody  is  as  blind  as  those  who  won't 
see.  There  is  need  for  help,  and  what- 
ever is  done  should  be  done  quickly." 

Stereopticon  pictures  of  the  blind  at 
work  and  at  play  were  shown  and  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Charles  F.  F.  Campbell, 
and  the  blind  musicians  Miss  Labo- 
racque  and  Mr.  O'Brien  filled  the  inter- 
vals with  good  music. 

At  the  close  of  the  programme,  Mr. 
Clemens  read  a  letter  from  Miss  Helen 
Keller  (page  62),  whose  illness  pre- 
vented her  keeping  her  promise  to  speak 
in  behalf  of  the  need  for  the  Associa- 
tion's work.  This  meeting  aroused  pub- 
lic interest,  the  work  for  the  blind 
grew  steadily,  and  a  second  home  teacher 
was  employed. 

A  Bill,  appointing  a  Commission  for 
Investigating  the  Condition  of  the  Blind, 
was  signed  by  Governor  Higgins  in  the 
spring  of  1906.  Miss  Edith  Holt,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  entire  execution 
of  the  census  work  and  statistics  for  the 


Association,  was  appointed  Director  of 
Census  by  the  Commission,  and  the 
splendid  work  which  it  has  accomplished 
in  this  Department  is  entirely  due  to  her 
voluntary  efiforts. 

During  the  summer  of  1906  and  1907 
the  funds  of  the  Association  were  so  low 
that  the  Misses  Holt  lent  their  own 
money  that  the  work  should  not  stop, 
and  remained  in  town  so  that  they  might 
personally  supervise  it.  Furthermore, 
the  Association  was  able  to  lend  $6,000 
to  the  Commission,  which  otherwise 
could  not  have  completed  its  work. 

The  Advisory  Board  met  first  on  No- 
vember 23,  1906,  at  44  East  78th  Street. 
Workers  for  the  blind  from  various  parts 
of  the  country  attended  this  meeting  and 
much  useful  advice  was  given  our  young 
Organization. 

The  second  public  meeting  of  the 
Association  was  held  on  January  15, 
1907,  in  the  ballroom  of  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria,  Bishop  Greer  presiding.  Dr. 
Lyman  Abbott  made  a  strong  appeal, 
saying :  "I  do  not  ask  for  charity  for 
the  blind ;  I  only  ask  that  justice  be  done 
them.  There  is  practically  no  limit  to 
what  they  can  do."  Commissioner  Eben 
P.  Morford,  jNIanager  of  the  Brooklyn 
Industrial  Home  for  Blind  Men  and  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Association,  showed  pictures  of  the 
work  of  the  Association  and  other  activi- 
ties for  the  blind,  including  the  splendid 
outdoor  sports  of  the  blind  pupils  at 
the  school  at  Overbrook,  Pa.,  where  the 
boys  have  races  in  swimming  and  run- 
ning and  other  wholesome  sports.  Dr. 
Moon  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the 
work  for  the  blind  accomplished  by  his 
distinguished  family  in  England  and 
here.  Miss  Helen  Keller  spoke,  her 
remarks  being  repeated  after  her  by  Dr. 
Graham  Bell,  who  most  kindly  broke  an 
important  engagement  and  came  at  short 
notice  from  Washington  to  replace 
Mrs.  Sullivan  Macy,  whose  indisposition 
prevented  her  speaking.  Miss  Keller's 
address  is  printed  on  page  64.  Mr. 
Edwin  Grasse,  the  distinguished  blind 
violinist,  delighted  his  hearers  by  his 
beautiful  music.  After  the  meeting,  Miss 
Keller,  with  the  ofificers  of  the  Associa- 
tion, opened  an  Industrial  Exhibit,  which 
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was  held  in  the  Astor  Gallery.  Here  the 
blind  were  seen  in  many  practical  indus- 
tries and  occupations,  including  tele- 
phone switchboard  operating,  stenog- 
raphy, typewriting  from  the  phonograph, 
piano  tuning,  and  even  toy-making  with 
a  scroll  saw. 

The  first  yearly  meeting  of  the  Asso- 


to  secure  funds  with  which  to  carry  on 
the  work,  by  the  frequent  speeches  made 
by  Miss  Holt  at  the  Charity  Organiza- 
tion, before  Women's  Clubs,  etc.,  in 
Washington, — and  on  April  24,  1907, 
at  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  in 
Bufifalo,  and  on  the  same  day  at  the 
Charity  Organization  of  that  city.  The 


A  council  of  four  important  blind  men  at  the  original  office  of  the  Association.  From  left  to  right,  we  have  one  of 
the  members  of  the  State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  a  home  teacher,  the  President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club, 
and  the  Association's  switchboard  operator,  who  holds  a  responsible  position  in  the  largest  hospital  in  the  State.  He 
is  "  looking  "  at  a  statue  By  the  blind  sculptor  Vidal. 


ciation  took  place  at  44  East  78th  Street, 
on  March  28,  1907,  at  4  p.m.  The  pres- 
ent officers  were  elected.  The  Treas- 
urer's report  and  the  Secretary's  Report 
of  the  year's  work  were  read.  The 
usual  order  of  business  was  followed  and 
the  meeting  adjourned,  being  followed 
by  discussion  until  10  o'clock  p.m. 

TALKS  BY  THE  SECRETARY  AND  THE 
CONSEQUENT  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  BUF- 
FALO ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Much  was  done  to  arouse  mterest  and 


enthusiasm  produced  by  Miss  Holt's  elo- 
quence and  clear  statements  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind,  and  the  possibilities 
of  their  usefulness  and  happiness,  sup- 
plemented by  stereopticon  views  show- 
ing different  phases  of  the  work  already 
accomplished  for  them,  so  thoroughly 
aroused  the  public  of  Buffalo  that  Miss 
Holt  was  persuaded  to  remain  there 
for  six  days.  During  this  time  she  ad- 
dressed gatherings  or  spoke  to  interested 
groups  of  people.  On  the  28th  of  April 
a    number    of    leading    citizens  were 
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to  meet  to  consider  carrying  out 
the  plan  outlined  by  Miss  Holt  for 
establishing  an  Association  for  the  Blind. 
When  she  realized  what  a  critical  au- 
dience she  had  to  convince,  she  spent 
the  day  among  different  blind  people  of 
Buffalo,  remaining  for  some  time  to  talk 
to  the  blind  men  in  the  almshouse.  She 


given  a  chance.  Then  she  outlined  the 
practicability  of  forming  an  Association. 
At  the  conclusion  of  her  talk,  an  Asso- 
ciation was  formed  and  a  capital  of 
$1,000  voted  with  which  to  start  it.  The 
Buffalo  Association  is  now  doing  ad- 
mirably. It  has  a  broom-shop  for  blind 
men ;  home  teaching  has  started ;  and. 


A  home  teacher  and  her  guide  on  the  roof  garden  of  the  first  office  of  the  Association  (they 
are  making  out  their  list  of  the  calls  to  be  made  in  the  tenements). 


interviewed  an  independent  blind  boy, 
who,  with  his  brother,  ran  a  small  broom- 
shop,  and  persuaded  him  to  undertake 
a  workshop  for  blind  men,  provided  that 
she  could  induce  the  citizens  of  Buffalo 
to  found  the  Association.  She  sought 
out  the  census  enumerater,  who  had  been 
employed  by  the  Commission,  and  who 
intimately  knew  the  blind  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. Thus  armed,  she  again  spoke 
to  her  audience  in  the  evening,  giving 
them  messages  from  blind  capitalists  and 
wretched  blind  men  in  the  poorhouse. 
Each  message  begged  for  the  blind  to  be 


the  Ticket  Bureau  is  doing  good  work 
and  has  distributed  hundreds  of  tickets. 
Two  of  the  men  now  employed  at  the 
workshop.  Miss  Holt  discovered  in  the 
almshouse.  One  of  the  best  workmen 
there,  making  a  self-supporting  wage, 
was  a  bridge  builder,  who  had  "bossed 
gangs  of  workmen,"  and  who,  on  account 
of  his  blindness,  was  obliged  to  associate 
with  paupers.  Two  others  were  street 
beggars,  and  despite  their  ability  to  get 
money  in  this  way,  asked  for  a  chance  to 
learn  to  make  brooms,  and  who,  though: 
receiving  a  very  small  wage,  were  grate- 
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ful  for  the  work,  and  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  return  to  beggary.  The  Buffalo 
Association  has  three  blind  men  caning 
chairs  in  their  own  homes  and  seven 
blind  girls  are  employed,  who  are  doing 
knitting,  sewing,  and  fancy  work  in  their 
own  homes.  Four  girls  have  been  taught 
to  make  paper  boxes.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  by  this  organization  to  dis- 
tribute literature  for  the  prevention  of 
infantile  blindness  through  the  District 
Nurses'  Associations. 

The  officers  of  this  Association,  which 
we  call  "Light  House,  No.  2,  to 
give  the  Blind  Light  through  Work," 
are  Mr.  Carleton  Sprague,  President; 
Dr.  Mathew  D.  Mann,  \'ice  President ; 
Mrs.  William  H.  Gratwick,  Vice  Presi- 
dent ;  James  Rowland,  Treasurer ;  and 
Mrs.  William  P.  Northrop,  Secretary. 
The  offices  of  the  workshop  are  at  No. 
489  Ellicott  Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Holt  is  still  continuing  her  volun- 
tary task  of  interesting  the  public 
through  her  talks,  and  several  towns  are 
now  agitating  the  question  of  following 
out  the  advice  of  our  Association,  and  it 
is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  soon  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind  in  the  State  will  be 
more  satisfactory  and  that  they  will  have 
the  opportunities  which  justice  demands 
for  them. 

We  have  to  regretfully  record  the 
deaths  of  three  members  of  the  Advisory 
Board.  In  the  spring  of  1906  the  Hon. 
Carl  Schurz  died.  In  him  the  Associa- 
tion lost  its  first  and  best  friend.  Even 
on  his  death-bed  he  gave  directions  to 
liave  others  interested  in  the  work  which 
he  had  so  much  at  heart. 

In  1907  Mr.  J.  Harsen  Rhoades,  a 
great  friend  of  the  blind,  whom  he  had 


always  helped,  died.  In  the  spring 
of  that  year  Dr.  Richard  H.  Derby  ex- 
pired. He  had  made  many  efforts  to 
minimize  needless  blindness,  and  to  him 
was  due  the  Derby  Law,  which  had  this 
end  in  view.  Resolutions  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Association 
were  sent  to  the  bereaved  families  of  Mr. 
Schurz,  Mr.  Rhoades,  and  Dr.  Derby. 
It  will  be  as  impossible  for  their  places  to 
be  filled  on  our  Advisory  Board  and  in 
the  work  for  the  blind,  as  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  lived  and  from 
which  they  are  so  sadly  missed. 

In  the  winter  of  1907  Mr.  Gilder  suc- 
ceeded Dr.  Abbott  as  President  of  the 
Association.  In  the  spring  of  1907, 
Bishop  Greer,  Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Phipps  became  its  Trus- 
tees; and  in  the  summer  of  1907,  Mr. 
Ernest  Vail  Stebbins  became  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

In  September,  1907,  the  Association 
was  removed  from  the  house  of  the 
Misses  Holt  and  took  possession  of  its 
new  quarters  at  118  East  59th  Street. 
From  this  period  its  work  will  be  re- 
lated by  the  Secretary.  The  accom- 
panying pictures  show  different  phases 
of  the  work  in  its  original  home,  44 
East  78th  Street.  But  for  the  untiring 
devotion  of  its  founders,  the  Misses  Holt, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the 
New  York  Association  to  start  or  to  suc- 
ceed in  face  of  the  public  ignorance  of 
the  need  of  its  work,  and  the  ignorance 
of  the  blind  as  to  the  possibilities  which 
were  open  to  them  and  which  they  are 
now  so  gratefully  embracing. 

Mary  Ashley  Hewitt, 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 


Nobody  is  as  blind  as  those  who  won't  see.  There  is  need  for  help,  and  what- 
ever is  done  should  be  done  quickly. — Joseph  H.  Choate. 


NOTES  CONCERNING  WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND  AND  BLIND 
WORKERS,  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN* 


By  WINIFRED  HOLT,  Secretary  of  the  Association 


The  history  of  distinguished  blind  peo- 
ple starts  with  the  myths,  as  in  order 
to  drink  of  the  river  of  wisdom,  Wotan 
had  to  lose  the  sight  of  one  eye,  but  for 
his  blindness  perhaps  Homer  would  not 
have  sung  so  well.  A  blind  girl  led  the 
terror-stricken  citizens  from  ruinous 
Pompeii.  We  can  continue-  indefinitely 
our  list  of  the  brave  people  whose  blind- 
ness was  merely  an  incident  and  whose 
greatness,  and  usefulness  to  the  com- 
munity, are  eternal.  Among  the  mod- 
erns we  have  Milton ;  Hiiber  the  au- 
thority on  apiculture,  who  never  saw  a 
bee ;  the  great  blind  educators  of  the 
blind,  Louis  Braille,  Dr.  Moon,  Saun- 
•derson  the  famous  scholar,  and  Faucett 
the  distinguished  member  of  Parliament 
and  Postmaster-General,  who  was  said 
to  be  one  of  the  few  Englishmen  in  that 
position  who  had  an  eye  on  everything ; 
and  in  this  generation.  Monsieur  de  la 
Sizeranne,  of  the  Valentin  Haiiy  Asso- 
ciation, whose  work  has  been  crowned 
by  the  French  Academy,  who  is  the 
architect  of  the  beautiful  building  which 
the  Association  now  occupies  in  Paris, 
as  well  as  educator  and  philanthropist. 
In  our  own  country  we  have  blind  men 
who  are  heads  of  great  industrial  enter- 
prises, bank  presidents,  editors,  writers, 
etc.,  etc.,  and  the  youngest  of  the  dis- 
tinguished blind  philosophers  and  teach- 
ers, our  Arch  Priestess  of  the  Blind, 
Miss  Helen  Keller. 

"Education  for  the  blind  may  be  said 
to  start  when  the  blind  boy  Leseur, 
Valentin  Haiiy's  first  pupil,  ran  to  his 
master  with  a  piece  of  paper  on  which 

*  These  notes  have  been  gathered  at  the 
request  of  the  Executive  Committee  partly 
from  the  speeches  and  writings  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Association. 


the  letter  'O'  had  been  accidentally  em- 
bossed, crying,  'Sir,  I  can  feel  it;  it  is 
the  letter  "O" !'  then  was  put  into  the 
master  mind  of  that  great  man  the  idea 
for  which  he  had  been  groping  for  thir- 
;een  years— how  to  give  the  blind  mat- 
ter they  could  read  themselves." 

"Haiiy  founded  the  National  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  in  Paris,  in  1784. 
Twenty  years  later  Klein  established  a 
school  for  the  blind  in  Austria.  From 
these  two  institutions  the  movement  for 
education  of  the  blind  became  general." 

The  first  educator  for  the  blind  in 
America  and  the  first  to  use  raised  types 
here,  was  Dr.  John  Dennison  Russ,  who 
was  born  in  1801,  in  Massachusetts,  and 
became  the  first  principal  of  the  New 
York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  incorpo- 
rated 1 83 1.  Dr.  Russ  was  asked  to  take 
charge  of  the  first  school  for  the  blind 
in  Boston,  but  refused  to  do  so,  and  Dr. 
Howe  organized  that  school  about  1834, 
at  the  same  time  that  Dr.  Friedlander,  in 
Philadelphia,  founded  his  school  there. 
At  this  time  blind  pupils  were  often  ex- 
hibited to  raise  money,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  object  lesson  of  their  capacities 
and  ability  to  read  did  more  to  arouse 
the  sympathy  of  the  community  in  their 
behalf  than  anything  else.  Before  these 
schools  existed  in  America,  Dr.  Russ  had 
opened  classes  in  his  home  for  blind  chil- 
dren, where  he  educated  them  at  his  own 
expense.  Previous  to  this  generous 
efifort  of  his,  no  blind  children  had 
been  educated  in  this  country.  His  life 
is  one  interesting  record  of  unselfish  and 
noble  activities,  and  his  name  deserves 
to  be  more  widely  known  and  more 
gratefully  recognized  than  it  has  been. 
Although  he  invented  the  type  called 
New  York  Point,  his  mind  was  so  open 
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to  welcome  progress  that  before  his 
death  he  said  that  if  other  types  proved 
more  useful,  they  should  most  surely 
be  used  instead  of  his.  His  doubt  was 
prophetic,  because  the  two  greatest 
schools  for  the  blind  in  this  country, 
Overbrook  and  Perkins,  do  not  any 
longer  use  his  type,  but  improved  Braille. 
(See  articles  on  Types  for  the  Blind, 
pages  50  to  62.) 

Education  for  the  blind  and  the  print- 
ing of  books  for  them  spread  rapidly  in 
this  country,  but  for  our  purposes  we 
now  confine  ourselves  to  a  review  of  the 
condition  of  work  for  the  blind  in  the 
State  of  New  York  previous  to  the  in- 
corporation of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind. 

Several  laudable  attempts  to  start  in- 
dustrial work  for  the  blind  of  New  York 
were  stopped  through  ignorant  opposi- 
tion and  lack  of  efficient  interest  and  sup- 
port. In  1902  a  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed in  New  York  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  blind  of  the  State. 
The  public  was  so  indifferent  to  its  vital 
work  that  they  permitted  it  to  be  inter- 
rupted and  stopped.  Until  this  year  an 
amazing  ignorance  of  the  condition  of 
the  blind  in  the  Empire  State  still  pre- 
vailed. 

There  are  two  libraries  for  the  blind 
in  Greater  New  York  which  are  growing 
by  the  labors  of  their  zealous  librarians, 
but  which  are  handicapped  by  the  type 
problem.  Any  student  of  reading  matter 
for  the  blind  can  easily  learn  what  is  best 
for  them  by  studying  what  is  done  where 
the  efforts  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
have  been  most  intelligently  carried  out. 
(See  pages  50  to  62.)  The  type  now  in 
use  in  our  schools  in  New  York  was 
abandoned  in  Pennsylvania,  Massachu- 
setts, Illinois,  and  elsewhere,  because 
after  conscientious  endeavors  to  use  it,  it 
was  found  to  be  too  poor  to  permit  of  the 
best  results  for  blind  pupils ;  to  quote 
from  the  former  Principal  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania School,  who  is  now  Principal  of  the 
Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind :  "At 
the  Pennsylvania  School  New  York 
Point  was  in  official  use.  My  predeces- 
sor did  not  like  it,  but,  being  unable  to 
get  American  books  in  any  other  point 
type,  had  very  properly  adopted  it.  Dur- 


ing my  first  two  years  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York  Point  was  systematically 
taught  and  used ;  I  quietly  but  carefully 
observed  how  it  answered.  Point  writ- 
ing was  taught  along  with  point  read- 
ing, as  is  proper.  The  reading  pro- 
gressed fairly  well,  but  the  writing !  The 
teachers  of  the  primary  classes  were  in 
distress  most  of  the  time ;  the  stylus  *  of 
the  average  child  and  of  all  below  the 
average,  floundered  about  in  the  slate, 
and  there  was  no  satisfactory  progress. 
The  trouble  was — the  exceeding  diffi- 
culty of  spacing  correctly.  I  reserved 
my  judgment  for  two  years;  after  which, 
finding  my  teachers  who  knew  Braille 
on  their  knees,  begging  to  have  it  intro- 
duced, I  consented  to  throw  out  the  New 
York  Point.  ...  I  would  rather  not 
print  my  books  so  that  only  the  bright, 
intelligent  minority  will  read  them ;  I 
should  prefer  to  print  so  that  all  can 
read  them."  It  is  interesting  to  see  that 
Boston  has  refused  to  accept  New  York 
Point. 

The  Illinois  School  for  the  Blind, 
which  Mr.  Jewell  represents  (see  page 
50),  formerly  used  the  New  York 
Point  for  its  pupils.  In  1890,  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Illinois  School,  ^^Ir.- 
Frank  Hall,  made  a  tour  of  the  eastern 
schools.  The  result  was  that  he  decided 
to  retain  the  New  York  Point  already  in 
use  there,  and  he  resolved  so  well  to  do 
this  that  he  confiscated  all  Braille  slates 
imported  by  individual  pupils  in  St. 
Louis ;  but  when  after  a  time  he  per- 
ceived that  the  boys  persisted  in  buying 
Braille  slates,  he  decided  to  find  out  why. 
He  then  studied  the  two  points  side  by 
side,  with  the  result  that  Braille  was  then 
and  there  introduced  into  official  use  at 
Jacksonville,  and  has  remained  there  ever 
since.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  Illinois 
School's  experience  was  similar  to  that 
of  Overbrook,  Pa. 

The  New  York  Point  through  political 
conditions  was  forced  upon  the  schools 
for  the  blind  for  some  years,  as  for  some 
time  the  national  annual  appropriation  of 
$10,000  was  devoted  to  print  books  in  that 
type  only.    Later  this  was  amended,  and 

*  The  pointed  instrument  used  by  the  blind 
instead  of  a  pen  to  write  embossed  prints. 
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at  present  those  schools  desiring  Braille 
books,  provided  that  they  furnish  their 
own  plates,  may  have  them  printed  at 
the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  at  Louisville,  Ky.  This,  in  the 
case  of  poor  schools,  is  almost  prohibi- 
tive, because  the  plates  are  very  ex- 
pensive, and,  therefore,  it  is  natural  that 
the  New  York  Point,  which  costs  the 
schools  nothing,  is  still  in  use.  In  our 
State  about  $1,000  annually  is  spent  on 
books  for  the  blind  at  Albany,  but  here 
also  the  conditions  have  made  the  library 
consist  mostly  of  New  York  Point  books, 
though  there  are  many  intelligent  blind 
people  who  are  unable  to  read  it.  It  is 
exceedingly  interesting  that  despite  this 
condition  of  affairs  there  are  eighteen 
Braille  schools  in  this  country  which 
have  forced  their  way  despite  the  finan- 
cial difficulties,  and  have  insisted  upon 
having  the  simplest,  and  what  they 
believed  to  be  the  best,  type,  de- 
spite the  great  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing it.  The  articles  (pages  50  to  62  )  state 
clearly  by  great  experts,  one  of  whom 
is  himself  blind,  the  uses  and  relative 
merits  of  the  prints.  It  has  for  long  been 
claimed  that  New  York  Point  takes  much 
less  space  than  other  prints.  When  this 
is  true,  it  is  often  at  the  expense  of  clear- 
ness. I  once  asked  for  the  Bible  in 
New  York  Point  at  the  library  for 
the  blind  in  New  York  and  it  took 
about  ten  minutes  for  it  to  be  discovered. 
I  asked  the  librarian  if  all  the  blind  had 
turned  heathen,  at  which  she  laughed 
and  said :  "Well,  you  know,  they  can't 
read  it  very  well."  I  tried  to  read  it 
myself,  when  the  difficulty  was  very  ap- 
parent. The  closeness  of  the  print  made 
it  illegible  to  the  average  reader.  And 
the  sharp  narrow  line  often  cuts  the 
finger  of  the  student,  who  does  not  find 
the  same  difficulty  with  the  broader  line 
of  the  Braille.  Economy  of  space  is 
also  obtained  with  this  print  through 
omissions  of  capitalization  and  punctua- 
tion signs.  This  peculiarity  is  what 
leads  many  of  the  intelligent  blind 
to  call  the  system  so  prevalent  in 
our  State  "The  illiterate  type,"  and 
it  is  largely  owing  to  it  that  many 
of  the  graduates  of  those  schools 
where  it  is  in  use  are  unable  to  spell 


or  write  correctly.  These  facts  have  led 
the  educated  Bostonians  to  disregard 
New  York  Point  in  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  many  other  wise  people 
in  other  places  to  do  so.  The  Chicago 
Library  for  the  Blind  shows  that,  in 
January,  78  Braille  books  were  read  as 
against  2  New  York  Point  books.  I 
learned  in  a  short  time  with  bound  eyes 
to  read  both  Braille  and  New  York 
Point  and  to  write  them,  thus  any  conclu- 
sions which  I  may  have  reached  have 
been  drawn  from  the  blind  man's  stand- 
point, but  we  cannot  expect  a  blind  per- 
son trained  in  one  system  to  change 
readily  to  another,  although  as  a  rule  the 
highly  intelligent  and  educated  blind  in- 
sist on  mastering  all  the  types.  It  is 
not,  however,  proper  that  their  educa- 
tion should  be  made  more  difficult  by  the 
useless  multiplication  of  prints,  when 
one  point  type  for  the  young  and  capa- 
ble readers  and  the  Moon  type  for  the 
old  or  those  whose  hands  have  not  a 
fine  sense  of  touch  would  be  adequate. 

When  we  have  the  splendid  example 
of  a  perfect  library  for  the  blind  under 
the  supervision  of  seven  blind  librarians 
at  the  Valentine  Haiiy  Association,  it 
seems  deplorable  that  the  majority  of 
library  work  for  the  blind  in  this  coun- 
try is  in  the  hands  of  the  sighted.  In 
Brooklyn  we  have  an  exceedingly  effi- 
cient and  intelligent  librarian  who  is 
blind.  The  experience  of  experts  proves 
that  the  blind  librarians  are  quicker  than 
the  sighted  in  detecting  typographical  er- 
rors in  raised  prints,  and  naturally  they 
have  a  deep  interest  in  this  work,  which 
they  can  do  as  well  as  sighted  people. 
Library  work  is  a  legitimate  field  for  em- 
ploying the  blind,  whose  range  of  occu- 
pations is  necessarily  somewhat  limited. 

In  New  York  private  beneficence 
maintains  several  homes  suitable  for  the 
aged  and  infirm  blind,  but  where  it  is 
unjust  to  place  strong,  capable,  young 
blind  persons.  There  is  also  one  private 
small  working  home  for  blind  men  in 
Brooklyn. 

The  City  of  New  York  gives  pensions 
of  about  fifty  dollars  annually  to  those 
adult  blind  who  have  no  other  means  of 
support.  But  otherwise,  outside  of  the 
almshouse,  the  State  of  New  York  does 
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not  appropriate  one  dollar  to  help  the 
two-thirds  of  the  entire  number  of  the 
blind  who  are  those  who  lose  their  sight 
after  school  age. 

In  New  York  many  of  this  class  of 
intelligent  and  capable  human  beings 
were  worse  than  slaves ;  forced  into  in- 
activity in  their  poverty,  or  into  that 
inactivity  which  brought  poverty  and 


zations  which  had  had  their  welfare  in 
hand  for  over  two  generations  was  about 
1,200,  and  the  fullest  lists  that  they  were 
able  to  furnish  had  two  hundred  fewer 
blind  people,  the  New  York  Association 
shortly  found  that  there  were  2,300  blind 
in  Greater  New  York.  Opposition  and 
ignorance  soon  made  it  evident  that  in 
order  to  obtain  the  best  results  this  efifort 


Mattress  making  by  the  blind. 


The  New  York  Association  is  anxious  to  open  this  profitable  branch  of  work  for 
the  blind. 


despair.  What  ef¥ort  had  been  made  to 
help  them  had  failed.  The  law  did  not 
permit  a  blind  man  to  beg,  neither  could 
he  steal.  Unless  he  was  a  capitalist,  or 
willing  to  be  dependent  on  his  friends, 
some  form  of  beggary  or  the  almshouse 
was  his  only  future.  So  for  these  peo- 
ple the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  was  founded,  and  it  undertook  to 
do  the  work  which  the  former  Commis- 
sion had  attempted.  (See  report  by  the 
Director  of  Census,  page  39.)  While 
the  number  of  the  blind  estimated  to  be 
in  Greater  New  York  by  the  old  organi- 


to  locate  the  blind  must  have  the  au- 
thority of  government.  A  second  Com- 
mission was  appointed  by  Governor 
Higgins  in  1906.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Association.  Dr.  F.  Park 
Lewis,  became  its  President.  The  Com- 
mission appointed  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary of  the  Association,  Miss  Edith  Holt, 
Director  of  the  Census.  This  task  she 
undertook  and  voluntarily  carried  out  in 
the  office  of  the  Association.  This  work 
could  not  have  been  accomplished  and 
the  second  Commission  for  the  Blind  of 
New  York  must  also  have  been  forced  to 
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suspend  operations  if  the  New  York 
Association  had  not  completed  its  task, 
given  it  the  use  of  its  office  free  of 
expense,  lent  it  $6,000,  and  if  the  work 
had  not  been  done  by  the  volunteer 
Director.  ( For  further  particulars  of  the 
work  of  this  Commission,  see  its  report 
to  Governor  Hughes  and  on  page  39 
of  this  pamphlet  the  resume  by  the 
Director  of  Census. 

BLIND  INFANTS 

One  of  the  most  important  works 
the  Association  found  crying  to  be 
done  was  a  campaign  for  the  pre- 
vention of  unnecessary  blindness.  Ig- 
norance concerning  the  scourge  of  in- 
fantile ophthalmia  is  still  prevalent.  (See 
report  by  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  page  37. ) 
Though  there  is  no  question  about  the 
large  amount  of  sight  which  is  lost  an- 
nually through  infant  ophthalmology,  one 
of  the  most  difficult  works  of  the  census- 
takers,  who  have  had  in  their  search  the 
co-operation  of  clinics,  hospitals,  doctors, 
nurses,  health-boards,  charitable  organ- 
izations, institutions,  and  the  police,  has 
been  to  discover  blind  infants.  The  rea- 
son for  this  is  primarily,  perhaps,  the 
fact  that  the  law  visits  the  responsibility 
of  an  infant's  blindness  on  the  persons  in 
charge  at  the  time  of  its  birth,  and  if  they 
can  be  found  and  evidence  given  con- 
cerning the  lack  of  proper  precautions 
for  saving  the  sight  of  the  newborn  child, 
the  midwife  or  doctor  may  be  imprisoned 
and  also  fined  for  the  child's  needless 
blindness.  This  leads  naturally  to  more 
than  reluctance  on  the  part  of  these  peo- 
ple to  admit  the  existence  of  blindness 
in  a  baby.  As  these  cases  usually  occur 
among  the  poorest  families  where  proper 
medical  attention  cannot  be  secured,  the 
parents  are  often  ignorant  that  the 
child's  eyes  are  af¥ected,  and  at  times  are 
not  conscious  of  its  approaching  blind- 
ness until  it  is  several  years  old  and  the 
chance  of  saving  its  sight  is  gone.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  if  the  law  could  be 
strengthened  and  medical  and  police 
supervision  fortified,  by  an  intelligent, 
educational  campaign  throughout  the 
country  such  as  is  being  made  against 
tuberculosis,   these   cases   of  blindness 


would  not  occur.  They  are  now  usually 
found  in  the  schools,  where  perhaps  the 
child  may  have  still  a  glimmer  of  vision- 
left,  but  when  it  is  too  late  to  save  its. 
sight. 

Another  reason  for  the  difficulty  in 
discovering  blind  infants  is  the  great 
shame  that  the  parents  have  of  pos- 
sessing blind  children.  Often  they  abso- 
lutely refuse  to  admit  the  children's 
affliction,  which  they  regard  as  a  visita- 
tion from  God  for  the  sins  of  the  parents. 
This  is  especially  so  in  rural  districts,, 
where  often  the  blind  children  are  hid- 
den from  the  visitor,  who  is  not  per- 
mitted to  know  of  their  existence.  It  has. 
been  estimated  that  the  largest  number  of 
cases  of  infant  ophthalmology  come  from 
the  country  districts,  where  often  a 
totally  ignorant  individual  officiates  at 
the  birth  of  a  child,  or  in  the  tenement- 
house  districts  where  women  who  prac- 
tice midwifery  are  unfitted  for  their  pro- 
fession. The  requirements  by  law  that 
all  those  permitted  to  officiate  at  the 
birth  of  a  child  should  be  properly  cer- 
tified, and  have  sanitary  ecjuipments, 
would  do  much  to  lessen  the  occurrence 
of  ophthalmia. 

In  Greater  New  York  the  Commission 
has  listed  nine  blind  infants  under  five 
years  of  age ;  four  of  these  are  in  the 
Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies.  We 
have  recorded  at  present  only  thirty- 
seven  blind  infants  under  five  years  in 
the  State.  It  seems  uneconomic,  looking 
at  the  question  from  a  broad  educational 
standpoint,  to  make  large  or  permanent 
provision  for  blind  infants.  The  true 
way  of  dealing  with  this  problem  is  to- 
stop  its  existence  by  enforcing  laws  and 
educating  the  public,  but  not  by  making- 
hospitable  provision  to  relieve  parents  of 
the  burden  of  caring  for  their  blind  chil- 
dren, who  have  become  so  usually 
through  criminal  carelessness  which 
should  be  punished  by  the  laws  which  al- 
ready exist. 

Much  the  same  may  be  said  of  blind 
school  children.  Those  who  have  not 
lost  their  sight  through  infant  ophthal- 
mia, have  in  many  cases  done  so 
through  scarlet  fever,  measles.  Fourth  of 
July  celebrations,  toy  fire-arms,  snow- 
balls, or  other  causes  which  come  prop- 
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erly  within  the  province  of  the  heahh- 
boards  or  the  pohce  to  prevent. 

DEFECTIVE  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Before  considering  blind  school  chil- 
dren more  in  detail,  we  must  mention 
the  serious  question  of  defective  blind 
children,  which  should  be  promptly  dealt 
with — fortunately  there  are  very  few  of 


A  blind  haby.     Over  30^  of  blindness  is  unnecessary, 
being  caused  by  infant  ophthalmia,  which  is  a  preventable 
d  sease  and  for  which  the  law  holds  the  person  in  charge 
at  the  birth  of  a  baby  responsible  under  pain  of  imprison- 
ment and  fine. 

these,  and  we  have  listed  in  the  census 
only  fifty  in  the  entire  State  who  are 
of  school  age.  Of  course,  most  of  these 
need  not  have  been  blind.  We  have  in 
the  entire  State,  of  school  age,  twenty- 
eight  defective  blind  children  who  are  liv- 
ing at  home.  Provision  should  be  made 
for  these  children  in  classes  with  other 
backward  children,  or  the  existing  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind  should  receive  them 
in  separate  classes,  as  it  is  highly  un- 
desirable to  multiply  institutions  for  the 
blind.  In  the  entire  State  we  have 
twenty-two  defective  blind  children  liv- 
ing in  Institutions. 

It  would  seem  proper  that  some  means 
of  learning  should  be  given  to  all  these 
children,  who  are  mostly  growing  up  in 
ignorance.  Six  defective  children  are 
living  in  institutions  which  are  not  for 


the  blind,  where  presumably  their  educa- 
tion is  even  more  neglected  than  the 
twenty-two  who  were  received  in  insti- 
tutions where  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
housing  the  feeble-minded  blind.  These 
numbers  will  doubtless  be  added  to,  how- 
ever ;  in  our  Registration  Bureau  we  are 
frequently  discovering  new  cases  of 
blindness  which  have  been  hidden  from 
our  notice.  It  is  only  proper  that  these 
defective  blind  children  should  have  a 
chance  to  develop  to  the  utmost.  Some 
who  have  come  under  our  notice  who 
were  not  proper  subjects  to  be  educated 
with  the  normal  blind  at  school,  have 
still  had  decided  musical  ability  and  other 
capabilities  which  it  was  wrong  to  neg- 
lect because  they  were  not  entirely 
normal. 

BLIND  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 

All  blind  children,  who  are  applicants 
for  school,  should  have  their  eyes  care- 
fully examined  before  admission,  and 
at  frequent  intervals  by  experienced  phy- 
sicians, otherwise  contagious  eye  dis- 
eases may  spread,  and  sight,  which  with 
proper  care  could  be  recovered,  may  be 
lost.  The  omission  of  this  precaution 
should  be  punished  by  law.  It  is  a  re- 
markable fact  that  no  oculist  appears  on 
the  board  or  staff  of  the  New  York  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  and  that  there  is 
not  even  an  oculist's  report  in  its  year- 
books. (See  Dr.  Lewis'  report,  page 
37,  1st  column  table.) 

If  proper  precautions  were  adopted  by 
the  United  Medical  Bodies  and  Health 
Boards  with  the  law  to  enforce  their 
measures,  and  public  co-operation  to  see 
to  the  prevention  of  the  over  30  per  cent, 
of  needless  blindness,  there  would  be 
little  scope  for  nurseries,  kindergartens, 
or  schools  for  the  blind. 

The  Association  is  to  be  congratulated 
in  having  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis  for  one 
of  its  Vice  Presidents.  He  is  not  only 
an  expert  on  preventive  measures,  but 
he  has  given  great  energy  and  much  time 
to  the  study  of  the  best  way  to  prevent 
infantile  blindness  and  to  ef¥orts  for  pro- 
curing united  action  from  Government, 
medical  associations,  and  the  public  to 
exterminate  the  curse  of  infant  oph- 
thalmia. 
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Miss  Helen  Keller,  in  her  address  at 
the  Convention  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Workers  for  the  IjHnd,  said : 
"When  the  promises  of  the  future  are 
fulfilled  and  we  rightly  understand  our 
bodies  and  our  responsibilities  to  unborn 
generations,  the  institutions  for  defec- 
tives, which  are  now  our  pride,  will  sur- 
vive only  as  monuments  of  our  ignorance 
and  the  needless  misery  that  we  once  en- 
dured." 

At  present  the  State  of  New  York  ap- 
propriates annually  $99,000  for  the  edu- 
cation of  about  300  blind  children.  Pri- 
vate charity  supplements  generously  the 
State's  contribution  for  the  education  of 
these  children.  Our  Commission  esti- 
mates that  about  300,  or  one-half  of  the 
entire  number  of,  blind  children  in  New 
York  State  are  out  of  school.  In  sev- 
eral cases  the  Association  has  found  it 
necessary,  through  home  teaching  or  in 
classes,  to  supplement  the  education  of 
young  people  who  were  so  badly  taught 
in  schools  for  the  blind  that  they  had 
attended  for  years,  that  they  were  una- 
ble to  read  or  write  or  to  do  anything 
sufificiently  well  to  become  wage-earners. 

The  provision  for  fresh  air  and  fun 
at  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  in  New 
York  City,  is  infinitely  inferior  to  that 
in  Philadelphia  and  in  the  State  School 
at  Batavia.  This  may  account  in  part 
for  the  wretched  physical  conditioti  of 
the  graduates  of  our  city  school,  and  also 
partly  for  the  fact  that  the  census  shows 
that  only  7  per  cent,  of  them  are  self- 
supporting.  While  59  per  cent,  are  re- 
ceiving charity,  the  State  School  shows 
24  per  cent,  self-supporting  and  only  5 
per  cent,  as  receiving  charity. 

Helen  Keller  says  in  an  article  in  Tlie 
World's  Work,  of  August,  1907 : 

"In  the  old  days  there  was,  at  least, 
an  excuse  for  putting  the  institutions  in 
the  cities ;  but  now,  when  the  trolley 
makes  the  country  accessible,  every  con- 
sideration of  economy  and  well-being 
for  the  sightless  cries  out  against  the 
blasting  of  the  rock  of  crowded  Manhat- 
tan for  the  purpose  of  building  a  school 
for  the  blind.  Such  costly  building  was, 
I  am  told,  meditated  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  New  York  Institution,  and  I  am  glad 
to  learn  that  they  have  abandoned  the 


idea.  I  shall  be  glad,  too,  and  all  the 
friends  of  the  blind  will  rejoice,  if  the 
Trustees  of  the  Perkins  Institution  suc- 
ceed in  their  wise  efforts  to  move  the 
school  out  in  the  country.  We  ask  the 
public  to  take  all  these  matters  to  heart 
and  understand  the  needs  of  the  sight- 
less." 

The  graduates  of  the  Boston  School 
for  the  Blind  tune  the  pianos  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  The  graduates  of  the  New 
York  School  should  be  fitted  to  do  sim- 
ilar work,  and  the  highly  remunerative 
and  suitable  profession  of  tuning  for 
the  blind  should  be  properly  taught  with 
such  excellence  that  the  graduate  tuners 
would  be  in  demand,  as  is  the  case  here 
with  many  other  schools  and  abroad. 
The  only  expert  blind  house-to-house 
tuner  whom  the  Association  was  at  first 
able  to  discover  was  a  Frenchman  trained 
abroad.  Blind  pupils  should  also  be 
trained  to  be  efficient  typewriters  and 
stenographers. 

The  blind  need  fresh  air,  fun,  and 
exercise ;  they  need  specific  training  and 
the  best  that  can  be  had.  They  require 
after  graduation  the  interest  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  school  to  help  them  to 
find  an  industrial  footing  in  the  com- 
munity. The  best  schools  keep  a  care- 
ful catalogue  of  their  graduates  and  are 
able  to  tell  what  becomes  of  them ;  the 
alumni  of  some  blind  schools  are  a  great 
influence  for  good,  and  the  old  pupils 
return  with  joy  to  their  alma  mater. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  institutions 
of  New  York  will  also  follow  this  ex- 
ample of  schools  east  and  west  of  them. 

BLIND  FROM   NEW  JERSEY 

The  New  York  Association  has  fre- 
quent touching  appeals  from  New  Jer- 
sey to  help  the  neglected  blind  children 
and  adults  of  that  State. 

The  condition  of  blind  children  in  New 
Jersey  is  lamentable.  On  applying  to 
the  Governor  of  New  Jersey  to  have  a 
child  placed  in  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Association  was  in- 
formed that  the  appropriation  of  New 
Jersey  to  enable  blind  children  to  go 
to  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania  or  New 
York  had  been  exhausted.  Therefore, 
in  New  Jersey,  intelligent  blind  children 


First  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  BHnd 


23 


were  forced  to  grow  up  totally  without 
education.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
matter  will  be  taken  seriously  by  those 
who  read  this  report,  and  that  this  shock- 
ing state  of  af¥airs  may  cease. 

George  B.  Wight,  Commissioner  of 
Charities  and  Corrections  in  New  Jersey, 
says  in  his  report : 

"The  State  provides  for  the  care  and 
instruction  of  eighteen  blind  children  in 
Philadelphia,  and  seventeen  in  New 
York,  at  an  aggregate  expense  of  eleven 
thousand  dollars,  a  small  fraction  of 
what  it  would  cost  to  care  for  them  in 
an  institution  of  its  own.  .  .  . 

"Certain  charitable  organizations  are 
discussing  the  possibility  and  means  of 
training  blind  adults,  so  that  they  may 
be  able  to  support  themselves.  I  am 
awaiting  the  results  of  their  deliberations 
with  considerable  interest." 

Chicago  successfully  educates  her 
blind  children  in  the  public  schools,  and 
several  other  places,  including  parts  of 
England,  have  done  so  with  excellent  re- 
sults. It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  pro- 
vision will  soon  be  made  for  the  blind 
who  are  not  properly  provided  for  in  in- 
stitutions throughout  the  country  in  pub- 
lic schools,  and  that  education  for  the 
blind  will  be  compulsory.  It  is  interest- 
ing in  connection  with  education  for  the 
blind  at  the  public  schools,  to  quote  from 
an  article  by  Mr.  John  B.  Curtiss,  who 
is  Superintendent  in  Chicago  of  this  work 
for  the  blind  among  children  with  sight. 
It  is  also  interesting  to  know  that  Mr. 
Curtiss,  like  many  of  the  ablest  leaders 
of  the  blind,  is  himself  blind.  He  says 
in  the  July  issue  of  the  Outlook  for  the 
Blind : 

"The  special  institutions  for  the  blind 
have  done  a  grand  work,  and  such 
schools  doubtless  always  will  be  neces- 
sary.   If  they  may  be  said  to  have  a 


weakness,  it  lies  in  the  fact  that  for  nine 
months  of  the  year,  and  for  ten  or  twelve 
years,  their  pupils  are  taken  from  their 
homes  and  educated  as  members  of  a 
distinct  class.  The  child  is  in  an  ab- 
normal environment,  grows  up  apart 
from  the  ordinary  conditions  of  com- 
munity life,  and  finds  it  difficult  to  adjust 
himself  to  these  conditions  on  leaving  the 
school.  With  the  hope  that  the  home 
might  be  preserved  as  a  factor  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  blind  child,  and  that  there 
might  be  secured  to  him  the  many  benefits 
of  an  active  participation  in  public-school 
life,  the  work  in  Chicago  was  started. 

"On  September  17,  1900,  therefore, 
blind  children  were  received  in  three  of 
the  public  schools,  and  a  special  teacher 
was  appointed  to  have  charge  of  the 
work  in  each  school.  Those  selected  as 
teachers  were  recent  graduates  of  the 
Chicago  Normal  College.  They  readily 
familiarized  themselves  with  the  special 
methods  to  be  employed,  and  easily 
adapted  their  normal-school  training  to 
the  needs  of  their  classes. 

"Before  the  close  of  the  first  school 
year  the  school  board  made  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purchase  of  the  neces- 
sary machines  to  be  used  in  printing,  map 
making,  etc.,  and  the  work  of  making 
books  was  put  in  charge  of  a  young  man 
fitted  for  this  service  by  his  high-school 
and  normal-school  training.  It  is  the 
purpose  of  the  printing  department  to 
keep  the  pupils  supplied  with  Braille 
copies  of  the  books  used  by  the  seeing 
children.  Text-books  in  reading,  spell- 
ing, arithmetic,  grammar,  geography, 
and  history  have  been  completed  for  the 
classes  in  the  grades.  For  high-school 
work,  books  in  Latin,  German,  and 
geometry  have  been  made. 

"The  present  enrollment  of  blind  pupils 
is  twenty-nine,  twenty-four  being  in  the 


It  is  a  remarkable  work.  The  Association  for  the  Blind,  with  its  workshop,  its 
social  clubs,  its  provision  for  amusement,  is  day  by  day,  and  with  constant  progress, 
literally  performing  the  miracle  of  making  the  blind  see.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  with 
great  practical  good  judgment  and  efficiency,  promoting  the  education  of  the  blind 
in  the  use  of  other  senses  than  sight  to  do  the  work  of  the  eyes  and  to  attain  the 
advantages  and  comforts  usually  due  to  sight. — From  an  Editorial  in  the  New 
York  Times. 
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grades  and  five  in  the  high  school.  In 
the  elementary  schools,  as  has  been  said, 
there  is  a  special  teacher,  and  the  work 
may  be  considered  under  two  heads — 
that  done  under  her  immediate  direc- 
tion and  that  done  in  the  regular  classes 
of  the  school. 

"The  experiment  in  Chicago  would 
seem  to  show  that  the  blind  child  under 


though  infant  blindness  may  and  should 
practically  disappear,  unpreventable  ac- 
cidents, the  wear  and  tear  of  life,  and 
disease  will  inevitably  give  us  adult 
blind  men  and  women,  who  are  stricken 
blind  in  the  heyday  of  life,  and  who 
are  then  forced  to  learn  all  over 
again  how  to  be  useful  and  how  to  be 
happy.    That  they  can  do  this  is  amply 


Standing  broad-jump  by  the  pupils  of  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Pa. 


normal  condition  develops  along  the 
same  lines  as  his  seeing  companions.  He 
does  not  differ  from  them  in  feeling, 
pleasures,  and  purposes,  and  he  is  happy 
in  his  work  with  others.  Certainly  this 
must  be  the  correct  development  for  one 
who  hopes  to  be  active  in  the  com- 
munity." 

THE  ADULT  BLIND  OF  W^ORKING  CAPACITY 

The  New  York  Association's  chief 
work  is  in  caring  for  the  adult  blind,  who 
are  two-thirds  of  the  entire  number  of 
blind  in  the  community.  Through  the 
census  it  was  discovered  that  nine  out  of 
every  ten  people  who  were  visited  were 
adults.  No  matter  what  hygienic  and 
safety-device  precautions  may  be  taken, 


proved  by  the  great  work  of  the  adult 
blind  abroad  and  in  some  instances  in 
this  country,  and  has  been  proven  in  its 
short  existence  by  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind,  which  has  already 
increased  to  some  extent  the  practical 
wage-earning  occupations  for  the  blind, 
such  as  telephone  switchboard  operating, 
typewriting  from  the  phonograph,  apply- 
ing beadwork  to  modern  electric-light 
shades,  globes,  etc.,  hat  making,  includ- 
ing wire  frames  and  trimmings,  etc.,  etc, 
"Light  through  Work"  is  the  Associa 
tion's  motto,  and  many  discouraged  anc 
some  even  desperate  blind  men  anc 
women  have  been  taught  to  find  the  ligh 
through  the  work  which  the  Associatioi 
has  given  them. 

The  fearful  depression  following  thi 
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blindness  of  an  adult  is  very  apt  to 
cause  desperation  or  deep  despondency. 
The  Association  has  among  its  friends 
men  and  women  who  believed  that 
with  the  loss  of  sight  all  power  for  use- 
fulness and  happiness  had  gone.  It  has 
been  a  difficult  task  to  teach  these  people 
self-confidence  and  to  give  them  courage 
again,  but  I  can  think  of  at  least  five 
who  were  desperate,  who  are  now  not 
only  helpful  and  occupied,  cheerful  indi- 
viduals, but  who  are  greatly  aiding  the 
blind  who  have  not  already  learnt  the 
lesson  of  how  to  be  blind.  The  history 
of  the  greatest  blind  men  showed  that 
their  usefulness  after  loss  of  sight  de- 
pended not  only  on  their  own  courage 
and  ability,  but  on  having  a  friendly  hand 
to  put  them  again  on  the  road  to  self- 
respect  and  self-help. 

Of  the  blind  co-operators  who  have 
been  trained  as  switchboard  operators, 
five  have  been  placed  in  regular  posi- 
tions, one  in  a  hospital  where  he  is  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  ambulance  calls  and 
other  work  of  importance,  two  in  com- 
mercial houses,  one  in  the  editorial 
rooms  of  an  important  daily  paper,  and 
one  at  the  office  of  the  Association.  This 
is  decidedly  the  most  successful  work  in 
this  line  that  has  been  done  by  any  Asso- 
ciation thus  far.  On  the  staff  of  the 
Association  a  blind  secretary  and  stenog- 
rapher is  regularly  employed.  She  took 
down  in  shorthand  and  typed  this  report. 
(See  frontispiece.) 

A  young  man  who  had  held  a  position 
of  responsibility  and  lost  his  sight  very 
suddenly,  came  to  us  through  a  relative 
who  had  heard  of  our  "Blind  Society." 
Though  he  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
the  "Blind  Society"  showed  him  the  pos- 
sibility for  the  seeing  blind  man ;  so  that 
he  learned  how  to  read,  write,  and  type- 
write from  the  phonograph,  but  more 
than  that  he  learned  to  believe  in  the 
capability  of  the  well-directed  energies 
of  the  blind.  He  is  now  regularly  em- 
ployed typewriting  from  the  phonograph 
for  a  company,  and  also  acting  as  sec- 
retary to  one  of  its  officers,  who  is  so 
well  pleased  with  him  that  he  sends  him 
to  and  from  the  office  in  a  motor,  and  he 
is  now  able  to  support  his  young  wife 
and  himself. 


Some  of  the  proteges  of  the  Associa- 
tion are  doing  very  well  in  commercial 
lines.  One  who  is  a  specialist  in  sta- 
tionery cleared  $6.00  in  one  day;  an- 
other, who  came  to  the  Association  in 
great  despair  a  few  months  ago,  because 
his  blindness  made  it  impossible  for  him 
to  do  anything,  was  able  on  account  of 
his  natural  ability,  supplemented  by  the 
Association's  interest,  to  become  a  suc- 
cessful book  agent,  and  we  were  recently 
glad  to  hear  that  he  had  cleared  in  one 
week  $40.00  on  law  books. 

MASS.AGE  BY  THE  BLIND 

The  Association  has  been  much  dis- 
appointed that  it  has  as  yet  been  unable 
to  make  more  progress  with  the  public 
in  inducing  it  to  employ  blind  mas- 
seurs. 

In  Japan,  from  time  immemorial, 
massage  has  been  regarded  as  a  pro- 
fession pre-eminently  suited  to  the  abil- 
ities and  exquisite  sense  of  touch  of  the 
blind,  and  there  the  blind  alone  at  one 
time  practiced  the  art.  A  recent  count 
in  Tokio  showed  that  out  of  one  thou- 
sand masseurs,  nine  hundred  were  blind 
and  most  of  them  were  making  a  satis- 
factory self-supporting  income.  In  Eng- 
land also  massage  has  been  recognized  as 
a  remunerative  and  practical  field  for  the 
blind,  and  the  "Institute  for  Massage  by 
the  Blind,"  in  London,  has  turned  out 
twenty-one  masseuses  and  fifteen  mas- 
seurs who  are  doing  admirable  work  and 
the  greatest  possible  satisfaction  is  ex- 
pressed by  those  who  are  employing 
them.  Three  well-known  doctors  there 
refuse  to  employ  any  masseurs  but  the 
blind  graduates  of  this  institution,  who 
are  supposed  vastly  to  excel  in  ability  any 
sighted  individuals  of  the  same  pro- 
fession. 

"It  is  gratifying  also  to  know  that  in- 
struction in  massage  has  for  some  years 
past  been  given  to  blind  persons  in  the 
ordinary  massage  classes  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Orthopedic  Hospital  and  In- 
firmary for  nervous  diseases  ;  that  sev- 
eral blind  people  have  gone  forth  from 
that  institution  certified  as  having  bene- 
fited by  the  regular  course  of  training 
and  as  being  competent  to  perform  their 
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duties  as  masseurs."  "Some  of  these 
were  persons  who  became  blind  in  adult 
life,  but  several  were  pupils  who  had 
completed  their  general  education  at  the 
excellent  institution  for  the  instruction  of 
the  blind  at  Overbrook,  near  Philadel- 
phia." 

"The  wage-earning  capacity  of  the 
average  laborer  is  between  two  and  three 
hundred  dollars  per  annum."    "A  blind 


and  of  making  it  prudent  for  us  to  have 
more  blind  people  trained  to  a  task  which 
is  practical  and  should  be  profitable  as 
well  for  them. 

In  Halifax  the  blind  have  done  well  in 
shampooing. 

We,  too,  are  anxious  to  give  shampoo- 
ing, facial  and  scalp  massage,  and  tonic 
treatment  at  our  office.  In  this  depart- 
ment we  wish  to  employ  both  the  blind 


Teaching  massage  and  acupuncture  to  the  blind  in  Japan. 


man  trained  as  a  masseur  can  earn  this 
much  and  more,  therefore,  instead  of  be- 
coming a  burden  on  the  community,  or  his 
friends,  he  can  lead  a  happy,  useful,  and 
independent  life."  (Quoted  from  an 
article  on  "Massage  and  Occupation  for 
the  Blind,"  by  L.  Webster  Fox,  A.  M., 
M.  D.) 

The  New  York  Association's  blind 
masseur  is  a  graduate  of  Overbrook  and 
the  Philadelphia  Orthopedic  Hospital, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  best  place  in 
the  country  to  fit  masseurs  for  their  pro- 
fession. It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
public  will  appreciate  the  desirability  of 
encouraging  masseurs  by  employing  them. 


and  the  members  of  families  where  the 
bread-winner  is  blind  and  the  family  con- 
sequently needs  our  interest. 

ELECTRICIAN 

A  blind  electrician  keeps  the  Associa- 
tion's bells  and  batteries  in  order,  and 
has  put  in  some  new  batteries  and  a  new 
electric  bell  with  its  connections. 

MUSIC 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  different 
music  schools  and  settlements,  six  schol- 
arships have  been  obtained  by  us  for  our 
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proteges.  We  have  thus  been  able  to 
eke  out  the  insufficient  training  which 
had  been  given  some  of  our  most  talented 
pupils  in  schools,  and,  in  some  cases, 
they  have  become  excellent  musicians. 

The  blind  are  particularly  suited  to 
the  delicate  work  of  mending  and  tuning 
pianos.  The  Association  will  send  skilled 
tuners  on  short  notice  to  anyone  wish- 
ing to  employ  them. 

NEED  OF  FRESH  AIR  AND  EXERCISE  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

The  need  of  fresh  air  and  exercise  for 
all  the  blind  who  are  fitted  for  it,  is 
great.  Often  to  keep  a  valued  bit  of 
vision,  baths  and  exercise  are  absolutely 
essential. 

A  distinguished  doctor  sends  the  fol- 
lowing letter  concerning  a  man  who, 
though  brave  and  capable,  is  fast  losing 
the  remnant  of  his  sight : 

'T  have  been  treating  Mr.    for 

his  loss  of  vision  and  feel  that  cases  of 
this  kind  need  physical  as  well  as  men- 
tal aid.  In  this  line  I  hope  that  you 
may  be  able  to  add  to  your  Association 
a  gymnasium,  baths,  etc.,  which  I'm  sure 
would  do  much  to  aid  any  other  treat- 
ment that  may  be  indicated  in  these  pro- 
gressive cases  of  blindness." 

THE  FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN 

Many  of  our  blind  are  fitted  to  work 
in  shops  (London  has  seven  shops  for 
the  blind)  or  in  classes;  therefore,  we 
opened  the  Workshop  for  Blind  Men 
at  147  East  42d  Street,  on  March  29, 
1906,  where  they  are  employed  in  caning 
chairs  and  making  brooms.  Thus  far 
the  workmen  have  been  mostly  pupils, 
but  they  are  making  progress.  Some 
of  the  men,  who  when  they  entered  our 
workshop  could  do  nothing,  are  now  mak- 
ing satisfactory  self-supporting  wages ; 
to  others  we  are  forced  to  give  a  ^weekly 
amount  to  pay  for  their  car-fares  and 


guides.  As  soon  as  they  become  in  any 
degree  efficient,  the  workmen  begin  to 
earn  by  the  piece.  Our  ambition  is  to 
have  the  shop  self-supporting,  but  as 
long  as  we  take  on  all  the  inefficient 
workmen  who  are  industrious  and  crave 
the  blessing  of  work  without  the  ability 
to  do  it  profitably  to  the  Association,  we 
must  fear  a  deficit. 

Through  the  kindness  of  friends,  a 
second  loft  in  the  building  was  procured, 
and  both  lofts  were  fitted  up  so  as  to 
make  a  practical  factory.  It  is  hoped 
ultimately  to  have  a  better  building  and 
to  increase  the  number  of  workmen.  If 
our  means  permitted,  we  could  profitably 
treble  the  capacity  of  this  workshop  and 
open  mattress-making  and  willow-weav- 
ing departments  and  a  salesroom  for  our 
wares.  We  are  now  prepared  to  do 
any  kind  of  cane,  rush,  or  splint  chair 
seats,  having  had  some  of  our  men 
trained  to  be  experts  in  various  varieties 
of  this  work.  ( See  the  report  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Shop  Committee,  page 
48.) 

BLIND  women's  CLASSES 

The  women's  classes,  at  118  East  59th 
Street,  are  also  very  encouraging.  The 
less  efficient  pupils  knit  and  make  baskets 
and  the  more  capable  are  taught  the 
making  of  modern  and  marketable  bead- 
work,  sewing  and  cutting,  dressing  dolls, 
hat  making  and  trimming,  switchboard 
operating,  and  stenography.  Two  young 
blind  women  trained  by  the  Association 
now  have  more  orders  for  electric  light 
shades  than  they  can  fill.  All  of  the 
articles  sold  by  the  Association  must  be 
well  made ;  our  market  is  gained  by 
merit,  not  pity. 

The  work  for  blind  women  is  more 
difficult  than  for  men,  as  they  are  usually 
less  able  physically  and  cannot  go  about 
without  guides.  Three  of  the  switch- 
board operators,  however,  are  women, 
and  two  of  the  home  teachers  are  women. 


Father,  now  that  he  has  a  prospect  of  plenty  of  work  to  do,  seems  more  cheer- 
ful in  his  mind  and  his  health  is  better. — Daughter  of  a  Blind  Man. 

Truly  your  cause  is  one  that  appeals  to  every  man  with  a  heart. — Jacob  A.  Riis. 
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Blind  girls  making  colored  candle  and  electric-light  shades  at  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 


Three  of  onr  blind  pupils  are  employed 
in  a  publishing  concern,  and  we  have  two 
blind  girl  secretaries.  The  classes  for 
women  were  only  started  in  the  spring 
of  1906  in  the  tenements,  and  only  since 
September,  when  we  have  had  our  class- 
rooms, has  it  been  orfjanized  in  any  way 
satisfactorily,  but  we  are  now  hoping  for 
excellent  results. 


HOME  TEACHING 

Many  of  the  blind  who  are  unfitted  to 
go  out  for  work  can  still  be  useful  in 
their  home  surroundings.  One  blind 
woman  has  a  neat  little  apartment  which 


she  keeps  in  "apple-pie"  order,  and  where- 
she  does  all  the  cooking,  washing,  etc., 
and  takes  splendid  care  of  her  three- 
sighted  working  girls,  whom  she  moth- 
ers and  provides  with  a  happy  home,  in 
exchange  for  the  board  which  they  pay 
her,  and  which  is  her  sole  income. 

Through  our  home  teachers,  some 
women  whom  we  provide  with  raw  mate- 
rials and  for  whom  we  sell  the  finished 
product  have  already  become  neat  work- 
ers and  efficient  wage-earners. 

Two  blind  men  also  do  part  time  home 
teaching  for  us. 

The  pleas  from  our  blind  pupils  for 
"please  just  one  more  lesson,"  or  "fifteen 
minutes  more,"  are  sometimes  very  diffi-- 
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cult  to  refuse,  when  lack  of  funds  makes 
our  force  inadequate. 

There  are  sixty  home-teaching  socie- 
ties in  Great  Britain  alone ;  our  Associa- 
tion's two  whole  and  two  half-teachers 
seem  very  little  for  Greater  New  York. 

"I  am  so  happy  that  I  have  happiness 
to  give  away."  That  is  how  our  young- 
est home  teacher  who  is  totally  blind  feels 


Home  teaching.  The  blind  home  teacher  giving  a  lesson 
on  the  sewing  machine  to  a  woman  who  lost  her  sight 
from  an  explosion. 

about  her  work  and  why  we  have  given 
it  to  her  to  do.  She  loves  brightening  up 
her  blind  pupils  and  teaching  them  to 
read  and  to  work.  The  women  teach- 
ers understand  how  to  teach  reading, 
writing,  and  sewing;  knitting,  bead,  and 
basket  work.  The  men  can  teach  read- 
ing and  writing,  but  their  teaching  is 
supplemented  when  needed  by  men  from 
the  factory,  who  can  teach  chair  caning, 
making  of  hammocks,  etc.„  etc. 

The  teachers  often  find  blind  people 
who  have  been  totally  neglected  on  ac- 
count of  their  fancied  uselessness.  As 
soon  as  it  is  proved  by  a  self-threading 
needle  or  a  bit  of  cane  to  mend  a  chair 
that  the  man  or  woman  can  again  help 
.and  take  his  or  her  part  in  the  day's 
work,  they  are  often  more  kindly  treated 


by  the  family  and  friends  to  whom  they 
had  once  been  an  unbearable  drag  and 
useless  trial,  and  the  home  teacher  is  wel- 
comed eagerly. 

Of  the  2,300  blind  people  in  Greater 
New  York,  most  of  whom  are  looking 
to  us  for  help,  or  who  want  to  help  us, 
many  have  lived  idle  and  cheerless  lives 
in  the  tenements,  where  some  have  lost 
hope  and  died  of  helpless  despair.  One 
of  our  teachers  called  to  see  a  blind 
woman.  She  was  informed  at  her  late 
home  that  the  woman  had  killed  herself. 
She  had  faced  the  question  of  accepting 
the  city's  alms  on  the  Island  for  some 
time  and  finally  could  bear  it  no  longer. 
Her  friend  who  told  the  visitor  this 
story,  ended  with  this :  "Oh !  if  you  had 
come  a  few  months  earlier ;  if  you  had 
told  her  that  she  could  read  and  work 
and  be  a  useful  woman  again;  my  friend 
would  still  be  alive." 

ADULT   BLIND    WHO   ARE   UNFITTED  FOR 
WORK 

There  are  many  of  these  who,  through 
illness  or  age,  can  do  little  to  support 
themselves,  but  their  lives,  as  a  rule,  can 
at  least  be  made  bearable,  through  their 
often  learning  to  read  the  Moon  Type 
and  write  and  do  some  small  and  use- 
ful work,  which,  though  not  profitable 
to  any  extent,  can  at  least  give  them  the 
blessing  of  occupation  and  prevent  them 
from  brooding  over  their  misfortunes. 

The  Committee  of  Social  Service  has 
these  cases  in  charge,  and  sometimes 
among  them  exceptional  people  become 
efficient  and  interested  club  members 
or  through  the  Ticket  Bureau,  eager 
patrons  of  concerts  and  the  theater. 
(See  pages  5,  31.)  A  few  of  our  infirm 
bhnd  have  made  their  lives  beautiful  and 
useful  by  giving  the  remnant  of  their 
strength  to  help  the  other  blind.  Co- 
operation of  this  sort  is  particularly  ap- 
preciated by  the  Association  and  by  the 
blind  themselves,  who  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  the  blind  are  not  only 
among  the  most  useful  educators  of  the 
blind,  but  that  the  successful  blind  man 
can  help  the  similarly  afflicted  by  his  ex- 
ample, and  put  heart  into  him  more 
quickly  than  others. 
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MEDICAL  AID  FOR  THE  BUND 

Postal  cards  furnished  by  the  Asso- 
ciation to  hospitals  and  clinics,  are  filled 
in,  there,  with  the  name,  address  and 
diagnosis  of  the  case  by  the  physicians 
examining  eye  patients,  and  have  been 
helpful  in  bringing  us  in  touch  with  those 
who  most  needed  us.  Though  we  are 
appreciative  of  the  co-operation  of  phy- 
sicians in  general  for  their  great  services 
to  our  proteges,  the  Association  is  par- 
ticularly grateful  for  the  volunteer  and 
devoted  help  of  its  own  oculist  and  doc- 
tor, (see  reports,  pages  41,  42),  and  the 
volunteer  asistance  of  a  trained  nurse, 
who  have  done  whatever  is  possible  to 
improve  the  physical  condition  of  our 
blind  people  especially  referred  to  them. 
A  physical  examination  is  required  be- 
fore a  man  is  admitted  to  the  workshop 
and  the  same  precautions  are  taken  with 
the  women  who  work  in  the  classes. 
One  of  our  blind  co-operators  received 
her  sight  through  an  operation  and  re- 
turned to  see  what  she  could  do  to  help 
the  Association  to  help  those  "who  still 
sat  in  darkness." 


SOCIAL  SERVICE 

Unofificially  the  Association  performs 
various  services.  Food  and  clothes  have 
been  distributed  in  homes  and  we  have 
helped  to  bury  the  dead.  We  are  hop- 
ing to  have  our  efforts  to  minimize  the 
needless  accidents  in  mines  and  fac- 
tories which  cause  blindness,  supple- 
mented by  Government,  so  that  there  will 
no  longer  be  reluctance  to  fine  an  em- 
ployer, who,  by  his  neglect  to  provide 
safeguards,  causes  an  employee  to  be 
blinded  by  explosions,  quicklime,  steel 
filings,  particles  of  glass,  etc.,  etc.  We 
recently  had  application  from  a  hospi- 
tal for  playing  cards  for  a  group  of 
young  men  who  were  blinded  by  an  ex- 
plosion in  a  mine  and  who  were  still  re- 
covering their  strength  in  the  hospital. 

The  Social  Service  Committee,  which 
meets  weekly,  though  only  organized 
last  summer,  has  a  record  which  it  may 
well  be  proud  of.  Its  duty  is  to  keep 
in  touch  and  to  alleviate  the  condition 
of  those  blind  who  are  not  sufficiently 


provided  for  through  the  home  teachers, 
shop,  classes,  or  the  clubs.  It  has  been 
successful  in  procuring  many  volunteer 
guides  for  the  blind,  who  have  hitherto 
been  tied  to  their  homes  on  account  of 
their  inability  to  get  about,  and  so  given 
them  opportunity  once  more  to  resume 
connection  with  the  outside  world. 
Pianos  and  organs  for  blind  musicians 
to  practice  on  have  been  procured,  and 
when  needed,  the  task  of  finding  homes, 
hospitals,  and  care  for  the  blind  has 
been  taken  up.  For  further  particulars 
see  the  Chairman's  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Social  Service  (page  44.) 

Through  the  Flower  Mission  the  home 
teachers  have  been  able  to  distribute 
flowers  in  tenements  to  the  blind,  many 
of  whom  keep  flowers,  cut  or  growing, 
with  loving  care. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

From  November,  1905,  until  the  mid- 
dle of  September,  1907,  the  offices  of 
the  Association,  including  the  Census 
Bureau,  were  in  a  private  house.  A  lit- 
tle museum  was  formed  there  to  show 
the  possibilities  of  the  blind.  It  included 
examples  of  tools  for  and  things  made 
by  them ;  also  dififerent  appliances  for 
their  use.  The  museum,  which  includes 
two  bronze  statues  made  by  the  blind 
sculptor  Vidal  ( Frontispiece  ) ,  has  proved 
of  great  use  in  opening  the  eyes  of 
the  blind  sighted  public  to  the  capaci- 
ties of  the  blind.  Contributions  for  it 
are  very  gratefully  received.  The  origi- 
nal office  contained  catalogues  giving  as 
far  as  possible  particulars  concerning 
all  institutions  and  associations  for  the 
blind.  An  employment  catalogue,  show- 
ing as  far  as  practical  the  needs  of  the 
blind  of  the  State,  and  a  small  reference 
library  on  subjects  of  special  interest  for 
them  and  their  friends.  Magazines  in 
the  types  for  the  blind,  and  ink-print 
magazines  of  use  to  the  blind  and  their 
families  were  kept  on  file  at  this  office. 
Also  the  Ticket  Bureau,  from  which  tick- 
ets for  musical  and  dramatic  perform- 
ances were  distributed  to  suitable  blind 
people,  who  otherwise  could  not  afford 
them.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
most  of  the  blind  are  very  poor,  though 
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often  refined  and  educated.  Six  thou- 
sand tickets  have  been  given  away  from 
the  original  Bureau.  Through  the  influ- 
ence of  this  first  Ticket  Bureau,  nine 
others  have  been  formed  in  different 
parts  of  American  and  Europe. 

THE  W^ARDROBE 

Here  the  Association  began  keeping  a 
small  wardrobe  where  second-hand  cloth- 
ing given  to  it  is  cleaned  and  put  in 
order  and  distributed  to  deserving  blind 
people,  at  prices  which  they  can  afford. 
This  enables  many  blind  people,  hitherto 
unfit,  to  make  a  presentable  appearance 
when  they  seek  work,  for  which  they 
have  been  fitted  by  the  Association.  The 
home  teacher  has  found  deserted  blind 
men  in  tenements  who  could  not  get  out, 
even  when  a  guide  was  furnished  for 
them,  until  they  were  clad.  One  man's 
raiment  consisted  of  an  old  coat  and  rags 
and  a  shawl  to  cover  his  legs.  Another 
could  not  go  out  until  he  got  a  pair  of 
shoes. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  through  the 
generosity  of  a  friend,  we  moved  to  our 
present  quarters  at  118  East  59th  Street, 
where  all  the  activities  mentioned  are 
continued  and  the  salesrooms,  offices, 
and  classroom  of  the  Organization  are. 
All  of  the  women's  classes  in  sewing, 
basket  work,  beadwork,  hat-frame  work, 
knitting,  and  crocheting  are  held  here ; 
also  lessons  are  given  to  them  in  singing, 
typewriting  and  telephoning,  switchboard 
operating,  etc. 

Our  girls  are  furnished  with  hot  soup 
at  noon  and  given  exercise  and  fresh 
air  after  their  lunch. 

In  our  salesroom  we  exhibit  the  work 
of  our  pupils,  and  orders  are  taken  for 
the  many  products  of  our  own  manufac- 
ture and  those  of  outside  blind  consign- 
ors. We  also  sell  specialties  for  the 
blind.    (See  page  VIII.) 

For  those  blind  men  who  work  during 
the  day,  evening  classes  are  starting  in 


choral  singing,  typewriting,  reading,  and 
writing,  and  a  business  course,  which  has 
been  already  proved  useful  by  the  great 
success  of  such  courses  at  Overbrook. 


CLUBS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  Men's  Club,  under  the  able  direc- 
tion of  its  blind  president,  has  been 
among  the  most  successful  of  the  Asso- 
ciation's features.  The  Club  does  not 
believe  in  the  segregation  of  the  blind, 
and  to  avoid  this  has  sighted  associate 
members.  The  ofiicers  are  all  blind  and 
direct  the  policy  of  the  organization. 

The  club  meets  fortnightly  in  the  of- 
fice building  of  the  Association.  The 
blind  secretary  reads  the  minutes,  and 
the  business  is  conducted  as  in  other 
clubs.  Music,  recitations,  discussions, 
and  talks  on  topics  of  interest  by  sighted 
or  blind  guests  make  up  the  programmes. 

The  Men's  Club  had  a  merry  evening 
in  which  they  invited  many  friends  to  call 
and  "see  the  new  year  in."  (For  more 
details  concerning  the  splendid  success 
of  this  organization,  the  report  of  its 
President  will  be  found  on  page  47. ) 

The  Women's  Club  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  is  conducted  on 
the  same  lines  as  the  Men's  Club.  The 
policy  is  directed  by  the  blind  officers, 
although  the  sighted  associate  members 
are  an  important  element,  and  it  has  a 
sighted  Honorary  President  and  \^ice 
President,  bringing  into  the  organiza- 
tion wider  interests  from  the  sighted 
world,  and  preventing  that  feeling  of 
separation  which  would  otherwise  exist 
in  a  wholly  blind  organization.  The 
blind  women  have  united  to  do  their  ut- 
most to  help  the  Association  increase  its 
field  of  usefulness,  and  it  hopes  to  be 
among  the  first  organizations  to  co- 
operate in  a  systematic  warfare  for  the 
extermination  of  unnecessary  blindness. 

The  President  of  the  Women's  Club 
writes  : 

"This  club  held  its  first,  or  prelimi- 


Do  not  think  that  we  have  any  wild  impracticable  idea  that  all  the  blind  are 
suddenly  to  be  transformed  into  self-supporting  citizens.  We  know,  too  well,  the 
difficulties  and  perplexities  before  us. — Helen  Keller. 
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nary,  meetin_s:  on  the  nth  of  May,  1907, 
at  44  East  78th  Street.  There  were  ten 
members  present,  four  of  whom  were 
chosen  officers. 

"The  objects  of  the  club  are :  To  help 
the  blind  to  help  themselves,  to  bring 
cheer,  comfort  and  happiness  into  the 
lives  of  others,  to  ameliorate  as  far  as 
we  possibly  can  the  condition  of  the 
blind  and  to  uplift  them.  In  short,  to 
make  life  worth  the  living  to  others  less 
fortunate  than  ourselves. 

"In  the  summer  the  Misses  Shepherd 
and  Walker,  who  are  now  associate  mem- 
bers, very  kindly  placed  their  home,  303 
West  71st  Street,  at  the  disposal  of  the 
club.  On  the  first  of  October,  the  As- 
sociation removed  its  offices  to,  and 
opened  its  workrooms  for  women  at, 
118  East  59th  Street.  Since  then  we 
have  held  our  meetings  in  the  clubroom 
of  our  office  building. 

"On  the  4th  of  September  the  club 
gave  an  outing  to  poor  women.  We  had 
prepared  for  eighty,  but  owing  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  less  than  half 
that  number  were  with  us.  The  money 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  outing  was 
raised  by  the  club.  Messrs.  Horton, 
Borden,  Heinz,  and  others  gave  very 
generous  donations.  The  City  Railroad 
Company  too  was  very  kind  and  let 
us  have  the  cars  at  less  than  half-price. 
We  were  a  very  merry  party.  After 
the  first  luncheon  had  been  served,  most 
of  us  went  out  in  a  launch.  When  we 
had  been  out  about  an  hour,  the  power 
gave  out  and  we  had  to  be  towed  in. 
This  was  the  occasion  for  great  fun. 
Many  toasts  were  made,  many  song^, 
both  English  and  German,  were  sung, 
and  the  only  hymn  heard  was  "Pull  for 
the  Shore.  Sailor."  When  we  reached 
shore,  a  picture  of  the  party  was  taken, 
after  which  we  repaired  to  our  second 
luncheon.  When  the  inner  man  was  duly 
satisfied,  we  sang  and  danced.  At  six 
o'clock,  after  having  had  a  most  de- 
lightful day,  we  wended  our  way  toward 
the  car  which  stood  waiting  to  take  us 
back  to  the  city.  This  day  was  a  mile- 
stone in  the  lives  of  many  of  our  poor 
people  and  for  many  days  it  was  their 
only  topic  of  conversation. 

"On  Thanksgiving  Day  dinners  were 


given  to  three  families,  two  of  which 
had  nothing  to  eat  on  that  day. 
The  fund  for  this  was  raised  by  club 
members.  Delicacies  were  ;ilso  brought 
to  a  sick  woman. 

"The  City  Hospital  and  the  City  Home 
on  Blackwell's  Island  are  visited  by  our 
club  members.  As  yet  our  treasury  is  very 
limited.  With  a  larger  treasury  we  hope 
to  do  a  great  deal  of  real  good  both 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  city  and  those 
on  the  island,  and  by  our  active  work 
to  lighten  the  task  of  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind  to  which  we  owe 
so  much." 

The  example  of  our  club  has  been 
followed  by  the  starting  of  a  similar  or- 
ganization in  Brooklyn. 

The  Men  and  Women's  Clubs  meet  at 
alternate  times  at  the  Association's  Build- 
ing. Every  efifort  is  made  to  keep  the 
blind  men  and  women  separate  in  their 
work  and  play,  although  the  Association 
has  no  objection  to  their  entertaining 
their  sighted  friends  of  both  sexes.  In- 
termarriage with  the  blind  is  strongly 
discouraged  by  the  educated  blind  and 
by  their  best  friends.  As  a  rule,  it  leads 
to  beggary  or  worse.  Speaking  against 
the  intermarriage  of  the  blind,  a  great 
blind  man  says :  "A  family  wants  at  least 
one  pair  of  windows  in  it,"  or  it  can't 
succeed.  Apart  from  success  the  prob- 
lem of  inheritance  of  blindness  is  a  seri- 
ous one.  We  know  of  one  family  where 
for  four  generations  there  has  been  blind- 
ness, and  of  another  where  there  are  five 
blind  children  of  blind  parents. 

OUTINGS  AND  FESTIVITIES 

We  encourage  games  and  other  out- 
ings for  the  blind,  and  have  gratefully 
to  record  a  motor  party,  concert,  opera, 
and  theater  parties,  which  were  thor- 
oughly appreciated,  the  day  spent  in  the 
Bronx  by  the  Women's  Club  and  their 
guests,  where  they  so  much  enjoyed  their 
trip  on  the  lake  in  a  naptha  launch  and 
their  shipwreck.  The  Association  wishes 
to  emphasize  the  importance  of  normal 
happy  lives  for  our  blind  people  in  their 
own  homes,  and  to  discourage  to  the  ut- 
most the  segregation  of  young  blind  men 
and  women  in  institutions  and  their  dole- 


34 


First  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


ful  unoccupied  lives.  We  hail  every  op- 
portunity to  enlarge  their  horizon  for  use- 
fulness and  for  wholesome  diversions. 
Our  dancing  classes  are  starting  and  giv- 
ing much  pleasure  and  diversion  to  our 
blind  girls,  and  wrestling  and  other  sports 
are  arranged  for  our  blind  men.  We  are 
grateful  for  any  outings,  carriages,  mo- 
tors, or  boats  which  can  be  lent  to  us. 

One  old  blind  woman  who  had  spent 
her  youth  "on  the  coast"  and  who  was 
doomed  to  have  an  operation  performed 
which  she  knew  would  probably  be  fatal, 
begged  the  Association  to  let  her  have 
"just  a  whifif  of  the  sea"  before  "she  went 
to  the  hospital  to  be  killed."  One  of  the 
blind  home  teachers  with  her  guide  was 
enabled,  through  a  friend  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, to  give  this  old  lady  a  whiff  of 
the  sea  on  what  proved  to  her  a  mem- 
orably joyful  day  before  she  went  to  the 
hospital  "for  good." 

Through  the  generous  co-operation  of 
friends  and  associations,  some  of  our 
blind  people  who  most  needed  it  have 
been  sent  to  the  country  for  sufficiently 
long  times  to  recover  their  failing 
strength  and  to  find  the  physical  pluck 
to  enable  them  to  make  the  best  of  their 
lives. 

We  are  constantly  studying  and  inves- 
tigating industries  and  occupations  here 
and  abroad  which  seem  to  ofifer  new 
fields  for  the  blind.  We  have  inspected 
thirty  switchboard  centrals,  ten  piano 
factories,  a  box  factory,  a  tile  manu- 
factory, and  phonograph  firms ;  a  straw 
factory,  a  bindery,  etc.,  in  hopes  of 
finding  work  for  our  people.  Our  teach- 
ers have  been  sent  to  various  States  to 
study  the  work  for  the  blind,  and  officers 
of  the  Association  have  attended  the 
Charitable  Congresses  and  studied  prac- 
tically all  existing  Institutions  for  the 
Blind.    (See  page  6.) 

Three  medals  have  been  awarded  to 
the  Association,  a  gold  medal  at  the  In- 
ternational Exposition,  at  INIilan,  Italy, 
in  1906,  and  other  medals  at  the  Paris 
and  Jamestown  Expositions  of  1907. 
Some  of  its  officers  were  also  decorated. 

Letters  were  received  by  the  Secretary 
from  the  Dowager  Queen  of  Italy  and 
Queen  Helena  ;  from  ex-President  Cleve- 
land,   Jacob    Riis ;    the    Hon.  James 


Bryce  (a  member  of  the  London  Ticket 
Bureau),  and  many  other  students  of 
Social  Work,  expressing  satisfaction  that 
through  the  Association  the  blind  of  New 
York  were  at  last  to  be  given  a  chance. 

Among  our  sighted  co-operators,  es- 
pecial recognition  is  due  to  the  splendid 
work  of  the  Committees.    It  would  not 


A  gold  medal  awarded  at  the  exposition  in  Milan  to  the 
Association. 


be  proper  to  close  this  report  without 
recognizing  the  faithfulness  of  the  pupils 
and  the  staff  whose  motto  is  "Non  Nobis 
Solum,"  and  who  have  shown  great  un- 
selfishness and  devotion.  Only  excep- 
tional obligations  permit  us  to  break  our 
rule  of  not  signaling  out  any  individual 
worker  by  name,  but  so  great  is  the  debt 
of  the  Association  to  Aliss  D.  Fiske 
Rogers  for  her  unfailing  and  vigilant 
efficiency,  which  has  at  times  enabled  her 
to  largely  take  the  responsibility  of  the 
organization  on  her  own  shoulders,  that 
our  first  report  would  be  incomplete  if  it 
did  not  record  her  great  unselfishness  and 
able  help  to  our  work  in  its  difficult  in- 
fancy. 

We  are  grateful  to  generous  friends 
for  rent  for  our  office  building  and  fac- 
tory ;  to  Miss  Shepard  and  Miss  Walker 
for  their  hospitalit}^  to  the  Women's 
Club ;  to  Isir.  ]\Iigil  for  giving  a  place 
of  meeting  to  the  Men's  Club  for  over 
a  year  and  for  helping  to  furnish  our 
offices  and  clubrooms. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Telephone 
Company  who  were  so  generous  in  giv- 
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ing  us  the  telephone  switchboard  free  of 
expense  at  our  offices,  and  also  for  pur- 
pose of  demonstration  in  our  Industrial 
Exhibition  at  our  public  meeting  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria,  in  1907. 

To  the  People's  University  Extension 
Society,  which  has  supplied  us  with  a 
devoted  teacher. 

Four  friends  hearing  of  the  needs  of 
typewriters  for  our  people  generously 
sent  us  them.  One  order  for  a  beautiful 
new  one  came  all  the  way  from  India  and 
the  other  from  neighbors  of  ours. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Remington 


justice  to  the  adult  blind  in  New  York ;. 
to  the  Staatsaeitimg,  Charities,  and 
other  periodicals  for  giving  us  some  of 
the  plates  which  are  used  for  the  pictures 
in  this  article,  and  to  the  generous  friend 
who  gave  us  a  fund  to  illustrate  this 
book  fully. 

Hearty  thanks  are  due  to  our  blind  and 
sighted  co-operators,  to  whom  the  success 
of  our  public  meetings  as  well  as  our 
work  is  largely  due.  One  well-to-do 
blind  co-operator  has  constituted  himself 
friend  and  guardian  of  more  than  one 
less  fortu-nate  blind  man.    One  of  his- 
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A  veteran,  who,  though  blind,  said  he  could  fight  with  his  eyes  shut. 


and  Underwood  Companies,  the  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  to  the  Pohce 
Department,  the  managers  of  the  public 
and  private  institutions,  whose  courtesy 
has  facilitated  our  census  and  registra- 
tion work ;  to  the  co-operation  of  other 
organizations  whose  aid  has  been  inval- 
uable and  without  which  the  activities  of 
the  Association  must  have  been  less  suc- 
cessful ;  to  the  Quinn  &  Boden  Company 
who  printed  this  Report  at  cost  to  them. 

And  last,  but  very  far  from  least,  to 
the  editors  of  newspapers  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  press,  whose  personal 
interest  and  excellent  notices  of  our  ac- 
tivities have  been  of  great  aid,  and  have 
helped  the  public  to  recognize  the  need  of 


proteges  was  a  German  veteran,  friend- 
less and  unable  to  speak  the  language, 
but  who  said  that  he  could  still  fight 
with  his  eyes  shut.  The  fortunate  blind 
man  took  the  old  hero  to  his  house, 
clothed  him,  often  gave  him  a  good  din- 
ner, and  talked  with  him  in  his  own 
language  of  the  great  days  of  battle  and 
victory.  When  his  charge  became  ill,  he 
arranged  for  him  to  go  to  a  hospital,  and 
after  he  became  well,  took  him  personally 
to  better  lodgings,  and  is  still  bringing 
comfort  and  cheer  to  his  otherwise  deso- 
late life. 

The  short  life  of  our  Organization  has 
already  proved  its  needfulness  from  an 
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economic  as  well  as  a  hvimanitarian 
standpoint.  Constant  study  and  vigilance 
show  the  practicability  of  extending  our 
activities  along  new  lines,  as  well  as 
broadening  the  present  branches. 

To  support  our  Association  we  have 
made  every  efifort  to  capitalize  the  good 
will  of  the  community.  We  have  made 
ourselves  known  to  it  through  our  public 
meetings,  periodicals,  newspapers,  let- 
ters, and  appeals,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  policy  of  older  and  wiser  organiza- 
tions, have  advertised  modestly,  thus  se- 
curing new  friends  and  much  needed 
funds.  "Hard  times,"  when  the  charita- 
bly inclined  do  not  feel  able  to  open  their 
pocketbooks  as  formerly,  have  prevented 
our  appealing  this  winter  in  the  same 
way. 

While  the  blind  all  over  the  land  are 
hailing  our  efiforts  to  give  them  work, 
we  are  dependent  for  all  the  help  that  we 
can  give  them  on  voluntary  contributions. 
Though  the  question  has  been  mooted  of 
the  States  subsidizing  or  taking  over  our 
work,  we  do  not  wish  it  complicated  or 
limited  by  politics.  To  quote,  perhaps 
the  greatest  educator  of  the  blind  of  our 
day,  who  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association :  "My  opinion  is  that  the 
State  works  without  sympathy  and  the 
individual  often  without  counting  the 
cost.    Do  you  believe  your  State  would 


do  what  you  are  doing,  give  what  you 
are  giving?  I  think  not.  Therefore,  I 
trust  that  you  will  not  turn  too  much 
over  to  the  chill  of  public  charity."  This 
advice  is  the  result  of  a  life  study  in  edu- 
cation for  the  blind  in  all  countries  by  a 
devoted  friend  of  the  blind ;  who  has  de- 
cided that  the  best  and  most  detailed 
work  for  them  can  be  done  by  small  or- 
ganizations, each  community  taking  care 
of  its  own  blind.  The  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  has  come  into  con- 
tact with  the  largest  number  of  blind  of 
any  existing  organization  and  has  found 
ways  by  which  most  of  them  could  be 
helped. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  not 
only  will  the  citizens  of  New  York 
give  the  Association  the  means  to  carry 
out  to  the  best  of  its  ability  what  it  has 
started,  but  that  its  example  to  prevent 
unnecessary  blindness  and  to  alleviate  the 
condition  of  the  unpreventably  blind  by 
helping  them  to  help  themselves  may  be 
followed  throughout  the  country ;  and 
that  instead  of  there  being  but  one  branch 
of  our  organization  in  Bul¥alo,  the  whole 
State  may  soon  have  sufficient  light- 
houses to  give  "Light  through  Work," 
so  that  each  blind  man,  woman,  or  child 
may  have  a  chance  to  do  his  best,  despite 
his  handicap,  to  develop  whatsoever  ca- 
pacity God  has  given  him. 


The  blind  have  long  been  an  object  of  charity  and  injustice.  *  *  *  -pj^g 
new  movement  demands  that  the  community  do  for  the  blind  what  it  does  for  the 
seeing.  Teach  them  to  read  and  write,  and  equip  them  for  self-support  by  train- 
ing them  in  those  industries  in  which  experience  has  proved  they  can  become  pro- 
ficient. That  this  is  possible  the  meeting  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  (held  by  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind)  abundantly  demonstrated,  not  merely  by  the 
facts  reported,  but  by  the  facts  actually  witnessed  by  the  audience. — From  an  Edi- 
.torial  in  The  Outlook. 


REPORT  ON  INFANTILE  BLINDNESS 


The  great  importance  of  preventing, 
as  far  as  may  be  possible,  unnecessary 
blindness  has  been  impressed  upon  the 
Association.  This  occurs  chiefly  among 
the  very  young — and  among  those  wlio 
are  in  the  most  productive  period  of  their 
lives.  For  the  protection  of  the  latter  the 
use  of  safety  devices  should  be  enforced 
by  law  in  a\}  industries  w^here  dyna- 
mite, quicklime,  steel  filings,  glass,  etc., 
threaten  the  eyesight  of  the  employees, 
and  heavy  fines  should  be  inflicted  on  em- 
ployers who  neglect  this  law. 

Concerning  the  babies  more  must  be 
done.  From  facts  which  have  been  al- 
ready established  there  remains  no  doubt 
whatever  that  unless  special  efforts  are 
made  to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe,  this 
year,  next  year,  and  each  succeeding 
year,  a  large  number  of  babies  will  be 
blinded  whose  sight  might  be  saved. 

The  most  readily  available  source  of 
information  as  to  the  result  of  neglect 
or  improper  care  of  babies'  eyes,  is 
found  in  the  schools  for  the  blind  in 
which  are  only  the  young  and  whose 
new  pupils  are  mostly  of  kindergarten 
age. 

Number 
Number  of    Bfincl'from  Per 
Schools  for  the  Blind  New        OjJhthalmia  cent. 

Admissions  Neonatorum 


New  York  State  School  for 

the  Blind   13  4  30.7 

New  York    Institution    for  NO  EXAM  INATIONS 
the  Blind   BY  OCULIST 

The  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  Over- 
brook.  Pennsylvania   27  9  33h 

Institution  for    the  Blind, 

Austin,  Texas  (Not  Definite)    about  10 

Perkins  Institution  and 
Massachusetts  School  for 

ihe  Blind   43  13  30 

Colorado    School    for  the 

Blind,  Colorado  Springs. .  7  3  42.8 


Reports  of  admissions  to  the  schools 
for  the  blind  as  recent  as  the  present 
year,  still  show  that  about  33  1-3  per  cent, 
of  the  pupils  are  victims  of  ophthal- 
mia neonatorum — that  is,  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  of  the  newborn. 

The  foregoing  reports  are  from  several 
of  the  schools  for  the  blind  of  the  ad- 
missions for  the  fall  of  1907 : 

These  figures  seem  almost  incredible 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  ophthalmia  neon- 
atorum is  recognized  as  a  preventible 
and  curable  disease. 

That  these  are  not  unusual  results  is 
shown  by  the  following  tabulated  report 
from  the  Pennsylvania  School  for  the 
Blind  for  the  past  eight  years  : — 

1900  11  out  of  25  44% 

1901  10  out  of  28  35% 

1902   9  out  of  39  23% 

1903  14  out  of  50  28% 

1904  15  out  of  58  25% 

1905  21  out  of  42  50% 

1906  12  out  of  38  31% 

1907   9  out  of  27  33^% 

The  average  percentage  for  these  eight 
years  is  33.66  per  cent,  of  the  whole  num- 
ber admitted. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  in  babies  is  second  in 
importance  only  to  the  great  movement 
which  is  in  progress  concerning  tubercu- 
losis, and  it  is  most  earnestly  hoped  that 
all  philanthropic  bodies  will  support  the 
efforts  now  being  made  by  the  medical 
profession  to  have  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  in  each  State  assume  re- 
sponsibility for  the  protection  of  infants 
from  blindness  due  to  infections  which 
may  be  avoided. 

F.  Park  Lewis, 

Vice  President  of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind;  President  of  the  Commissions 
for  the  Blind,  1902  and  1906. 


REPORT  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  CENSUS  AND 
RECORDING  SECRETARY 


Toward  the  end  of  December,  1905,  I 
undertook  to  find  the  blind  in  Greater 
New  York  and  to  record  their  detailed 
cases  for  our  Association.  For  this  object 
we  transcribed  into  card  catalogue  the 
lists  furnished  the  "Committee  for  Tick- 
ets for  the  Blind"  by  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  As  this  list 
furnished  only  about  1,000  names  and 
addresses  and  as  the  Institution  was  un- 
able to  furnish  us  with  more  and  the 
Federal  Census  of  1900  reported  nearly 
3,000  cases  for  Greater  New  York,  I  ap- 
plied to  Washington  for  the  census  list 
which  we  also  transcribed  to  a  card  cata- 
logue arranged  both  alphabetically  by 
name  and  geographically  according  to 
address.  The  Association  then  gave  me 
one  visitor  whom  I  sent  out  to  visit  and 
report  on  the  blind  in  districts.  The 
Charity  Organization  Society  and  Work- 
ers for  the  Blind  from  Batavia,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Philadelphia  together  drew 
up  a  form  of  questions  which  we  con- 
sidered would  bring  together  the  facts 
which  were  essential  to  know  about  the 
blind  before  we  could  help  them  intelli- 
gently. These  questions  were  printed 
on  a  card  which  the  visitor  filled  out 
while  interviewing  each  blind  person. 
The  following  morning  these  cards  were 
brought  to  the  office  of  the  Association 
and  additional  remarks,  and  the  history 
of  each  case,  dictated  and  then  type- 
written on  the  back  of  the  card.  All  per- 
sons unable  to  read  ink  print  even  with 
the  aid  of  glasses  were  considered  by  us 
as  blind. 

We  soon  found  that  the  lists  from 
which  we  were  working  were  very  in- 
exact and  incomplete.  Often  the  person 
listed  as  blind  was  found  to  be  deaf  or 
crippled  or  entirely  well  and  prosperous. 
The  addresses  given  were  frequently  im- 
possible, either  in  the  river  or  in  open 
lots  without  buildings.  This  caused  so 
much  waste  of  time  and  money  that  we 
copied  the  City's  pension  lists  for  the 
blind,  asked  all  the  organized  charities, 
hospitals,  homes,  and  the  police  to  re- 
port on  any  blind  people  known  to  them. 
Thus  we  were  able  to  amplify,  verify, 


and  correct  our  catalogues,  and  our  work 
went  much  faster. 

As  the  necessity  of  locating  and  know- 
ing the  people  whom  we  wished  to  help 
became  more  and  more  evident,  we  en- 
gaged a  larger  force  of  visitors  and  sec- 
retaries. We  found  a  surprising  amount 
of  opposition  to  our  census-taking  from 
the  blind  themselves  and  from  those  in 
whose  care  their  education  and  well- 
being  had  been  for  the  last  half-century. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  many  of  the 
blind  were  becoming  our  friends  and 
eagerly  asking  our  help  and  receiving 
our  teachers  and  entering  our  shop  and 
club.  The  lamentable  state  of  ignorance 
and  neglect  prevailing  among  them, 
spurred  us  on  to  redouble  our  exertions. 
Therefore,  through  the  eft'orts  of  the 
officers  of  the  Association,  in  the  spring 
of  1906,  Governor  Higgins  was  induced 
to  appoint  a  Commission  to  investigate 
the  condition  of  the  blind  throughout  the 
State.  The  Commissioners  were :  Dr. 
F.  Park  Lewis,  the  Vice  President  of 
our  Association  ;  Mr.  Eben  P.  Morford, 
of  our  Executive  Committee;  Mr.  W.  J. 
McClusky,  a  lawyer  from  Syracuse;  and 
Mr.  O.  H.  Burritt,  Principal  of  the  State 
School  for  the  Blind  and  a  member  of 
our  Advisory  Board,  who  became  Secre- 
tary for  the  Commission.  The  Commis- 
sion appointed  me  Director  of  their  cen- 
sus, and  for  them  we  completed  the  work 
throughout  the  State  on  much  the 
same  lines  used  in  Greater  New  York, 
though  with  less  detail.  At  one 
time  we  had  as  many  as  thirty-six 
visitors  in  the  field.  Six  of  these 
were  blind.  Much  to  their  and  my 
surprise,  I  found  them  as  good  and  often 
better  workers  than  the  sighted  people 
we  employed.  By  February  21,  1907, 
we  hafl  investigated  9,585  cases,  and  had 
completed  and  on  file  5,312,  so  we  be- 
gan tabulation  in  order  to  obtain  statis- 
tics for  the  Commission's  report  to  the 
Governor.  At  about  this  time,  the  State 
Appropriation  for  the  census  was  nearly 
exhausted.  Our  Association  had  crip- 
pled itself  by  lending  money  to  complete 
the  work,  in  order  to  have  the  census 
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properly  finished.  (We  lent  the  State 
$6,000  in  all ;  though  part  has  been  re- 
funded it  is  still  in  debt  $3,000  to  our 
infant  organization.)  So  the  visitors  in 
the  field  were  dismissed  and  the  cases  so 
far  not  visited  were  followed  up  by  cir- 
cular letters.  This  system  proved  much 
less  satisfactory  than  the  personal  visita- 
tion. Often  the  most  important  ques- 
tions would  be  overlooked  in  the  answers, 
even  after  writing  a  second  and  third 
time,  and  it  would  have  been  quite  im- 
possible to  complete  reliable  statistics 
from  the  data  so  gained.  In  preparing 
our  statistical  tables,  we  were  greatly 
helped  by  Professor  Henry  L.  Moore,  of 
Columbia,  who  spent  much  time  in  plan- 
ning the  forms  for  us  to  follow  and  later 
in  seeing  that  our  tabulations  were  cor- 
rect. At  first  we  had  expected  to  use  the 
electrical  tabulating  machines  at  Colum- 
bia University,  but  when  we  found  the 
great  number  of  facts  we  wanted  re- 
corded, we  found  that  we  had  better  turn 
to  hand  labor.  Our  first  six  tables  are 
as  follows,  and  are  printed  in  the  Com- 
mission's Report  to  Governor  Hughes. 
For  further  cletails,  see  that  report. 

Table  i.  The  blind  by  degree  of  blind- 
ness, sex,  age  when  blindness  occurred, 
color,  present  age  (by  work  ages),  for 
the  entire  State  for  1906. 

Table  2.  The  blind  by  degree  of  blind- 
ness, sex,  color,  present  age  (by  work 
ages),  for  counties  for  1906. 

Tabic  ?.  The  blind  by  degree  of  blind- 
ness, sex,  age  when  blindness  occurred, 
for  counties,  1906. 

Table  4.  The  blind  by  degree  of  blind- 
ness, sex,  degree  of  health,  where  living, 
marital  condition,  for  counties,  1906. 

Tabic  5.  The  blind  by  degree  of  blind- 
ness, sex,  cause  of  blindness,  for  counties, 
1906. 

Table  6.  The  Wind  by  degree  of  blind- 
ness, sex,  cause  of  blindness,  and  age 
when  blindness  occurred,  for  New  York 
State,  1906. 

The  above  tabulation  showed  us  that 
there  are  approximately  6,200  blind  per- 
sons in  the  State  of  New  York,  that 
many  are  blind  from  preventable  causes, 
and  a  great  many  important  facts,  some 
of  which  are  stated  in  the  report  of  the 


Commission  and  others  which  will  be 
brought  out  in  a  later  publication. 

I  regret  .that  it  has  not  yet  been  pos- 
sible for  me  to  prepare  full  statistics 
from  these  tables. 

Table  7.  The  blind  who  lost  their  sight 
under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  by  degree 
of  blindness,  sex,  relief  received,  source 
of  support,  average  weekly  earnings, 
present  occupation,  training  received  be- 
fore blindness,  training  received  since 
blindness  (giving  the  school  and  length 
of  time  of  attendance)  for  the  State  of 
New  York,  1906,  shows  us  that  of  the 
blind  recorded  in  our  census  who  are  at 
present  of  school  age,  there  are  out  of 
school : 

Per  cent. 


Defectives  living  at  heme    13.2 

Defectives     living     in  Institutions 

which  are  not  schools    9.4 

Defectives  out  of  school  22.6 

Normal  living  at  home    73.6 

Normal  living  in  Institutions  which 

are  not  schools    3.8 

Normal  out  of  school  77.4 


In  comparing  the  graduates  of  the  two 
schools  for  the  blind  in  New  York  State, 
we  find : 

»N.  V.  Insti-    tN.  V.  State 
tution    for         School  for 
the  Blind.  the  Blind. 

Percent.  Percent. 


Supported  by  own  oc- 
cupation   7.4  24.1 

Supported  by  occupa- 
tion and  income  ....  2.2  3.0 


Receiving  outside  relief     X  59-6  5.1 

*This  is  an  Endowed  School  and  receives  State  and  City 
aid  and  is  not  obliged  to  receive  backward  and  defective 
children. 

t  This  is  a  State  Institution  and  is  obliged  to  receive  back- 
ward and  defective  children. 

X  Of  these  58.8  per  cent,  receive  the  New  York  City  Pen- 
sion for  the  Blind. 

I  regret  that  there  is  not  space  or  time 
for  me  to  give  here  more  of  the  facts 
shown  in  our  tables,  but  I  will  take  pleas- 
ure in  preparing  them  for  a  later  publi- 
cation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edith  Holt, 
Recording  Secretary  and  Director  of  State 
Census  for  the  Commission  to  Investigate 
the  Condition  of  the  Blind. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OCULIST  OF  THE 
ASSOCIATION 


New  York,  December  6,  1907. 
In  presenting  my  report  I  should  like 
to  preface  it  with  the  expression  of  my 
firm  conviction  that  most  eye  patients 
under  my  observation,  when  discouraged 
by  partial  or  total  blindness,  have  been 
immensely  buoyed  up  morally  and  even 
intellectually  by  set  occupation  and 
knowledge  of  their  usefulness  to  them- 


Although  none  seemed  to  be  results 
of  congenital,  or  of  infantile,  ophthalmia, 
this  incidental  absence  must  not  hinder 
my  expressions  as  to  the  prime  im- 
portance of  prophylactic  treatment  of 
the  eyes  of  the  newborn,  and  of  drastic 
management  of  all  inflammations  of  a 
child's  conjunctiva:  here  eternal  ocular 
vigilance  is  the  price  of  optic  safety. 


A  hundred-yard  dash  by  blind  boys  at  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Pa. 


selves  and  fellows.  I,  therefore,  em- 
phasize the  importance  of  continuing 
any  means  of  interesting  the  blind 
and  utilizing  their  other  resources  for 
their  mental  and  moral  regeneration 
when  required. 

Most  of  the  blind  proteges  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind  have 
been  referred  to  clinics  and  hospitals, 
but  of  the  forty  cases  examined  by  me  for 
the  Association  during  the  past  year,  all 
showed  disease  due  to  constitutional 
cause,  and,  mostly,  incurable. 


The  statistics  compiled  by  Miss  Edith 
Holt,  volunteer  Director  of  Census  for 
the  Commission  for  the  Blind,  show  that 
over  30  per  cent,  of  blindness  is  pre- 
ventable, 25  per  cent,  of  this  blindness  is 
due  to  infant  ophthalmia,  which  with 
proper  vigilance  need  not  occur.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  doctors  and  health  offi- 
cers, with  the  support  of  the  government 
and  the  public,  to  see  that  this  con'dition 
of  affairs  is  stopped  without  waste  of 
time.    Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  1.  MiDDLETON,  M.  D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DOCTOR  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 


Despite  the  estimate  that  over  30  per 
cent,  of  bhndness  is  preventable,  25  per 
cent,  of  this  being  due  to  infant  oph- 
thahiiia,  we  find  that  many  cases  of  bhnd- 
ness are  the  direct  result  of  some  con- 
stitutional disease ;  also  we  find  that  peo- 


ciation  has  referred  most  of  these  to  hos- 
pital clinics,  Homes  for  Convalescents, 
Homes  for  the  Aged,  etc.,  etc.  Nearly  all 
the  individuals  (some  forty-two)  referred 
to  me  for  physical  examination,  have 
shown  marked  anemia,  poor  chest  devel- 


The  blind  masseur  of  the  Association. 


pie  who  are  blind  are  more  than  usually 
vulnerable  to  diseases  of  the  other  organs 
of  the  body ;  for  so  complicated  and  so 
closely  related  are  the  various  parts  of 
the  human  mechanism  to  one  another  that 
one  part  cannot  suffer  seriously  without 
influencing  the  whole. 

Naturally,  then,  there  are  among  the 
blind  many  who  will  require  regular 
medical  care  and  treatment.    The  Asso- 


opment,  and  a  generally  insufficiently 
nourished  condition,  though  most  of 
these  individuals  had  attended  schools 
for  the  blind  recently,  where  they  had 
been  sufficiently  long  to  attain  with 
proper  attention  better  physical  devel- 
opment. For  all  the  blind,  especially  in 
children  and  adolescents,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  overestimate  the  importance  of  the 
care  and  development  of  the  whole  body. 
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To  accomplish  this  we  must  first  provide 
them  with  thoroughly  hygienic  surround- 
ings, with  plenty  of  fresh  air,  sunshine, 
fun,  and  nourishing  food.  Most  forms 
of  exercise  are  practical  for  the  blind, 
and  among  those  which  have  given  good 
results  in  our  own  country  are  running, 
swimming,  field  sports,  and  nearly  all 
varieties  of  college  athletics.  Next  to 
the  importance  of  developing  the  bodies 
of  the  blind,  even  from  a  physician's 
standpoint,  the  need  for  occupying  their 
minds  and  hands  with  useful  work  can- 
not be  too  strongly  emphasized.  It  is 
just  this  work  which  the  New  York  As- 
sociation is  alone  doing  in  our  commu- 
nity which  is  extremely  vital. 

As  a  physician  I  wish  to  add  my  tes- 
timony to  the  competence  of  blind  mas- 
seuses. I  tested  one  of  the  blind  pro- 
teges of  the  Association  who  has  treated 


one  of  my  patients  and  I  have  been 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  results.  It 
is  strange  that  in  our  civilization  the 
great  advantage  of  employing  for  mas- 
sage the  blind,  whosa  sense  of  feeling  is 
infinitely  superior  to  that  of  the  sighted, 
should  not  yet  be  more  generally  recog- 
nized, while  it  is  accepted  in  so  many 
other  countries.  In  London,  three  well- 
known  physicians  refuse  to  have  their 
patients  treated  by  any  but  blind  mas- 
seuses. It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that 
the  public  of  New  York  will  soon  avail 
itself  of  the  great  advantage  to  the  com- 
munity in  general  of  employing  the  blind 
in  this  capacity,  and  give  the  blind  them- 
selves great  help  by  permitting  them  to 
work  in  a  field  for  which  they  are  better 
fitted  than  the  sighted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Seward  Erdman,  M.  D. 


The  blind  switchboard  operator  of  the  Association,  who  keeps  her  calls  in  Braille. 


REPORT  OF   THE   CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE 

COMMITTEE 


The  Social  Service  Committee  is  the 
instrument  for  apphed  altruism.  The 
question  most  frequently  heard  at  the 
ofifice  of  the  Association  for  the  Blind  is, 
"Can  you  help  me  do  something?"  A 
committee  had  to  be  formed  to  listen  to 
the  appeal  sympathetically  and  to  answer 
it   concretely.     Previously   such  work 


A  blind  home  teacher  oft  on  her  mission  of  light  to  pupils 
in  the  tenements. 

had  been  left  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Association.  Such  a  committee  was  or- 
ganized early  last  summer  and  desig- 
nated as  above.  Its  function  is  thus  to 
make  the  connection  between  the  needs 
of  the  individual  and  the  resources  of 
the  Association.  Its  duties  range  from 
giving  advice  and  encouragement,  ar- 
ranging for  teaching  and  trades,  supply- 
ing food  and  clothing,  securing  hospital 
treatment  and  admission  to  homes,  to 
procuring  news-stand  privileges,  scholar- 


ships in  music  schools,  providing  a  pipe- 
organ  or  a  business  outfit,  or  sewing  ma- 
chines. 

The  Committee  meets  once  a  week  and 
has  before  it  each  time  from  five  to  a 
dozen  new  cases  for  which  something 
must  be  done  and  done  at  once.  Every 
new  case  is  investigated  in  detail,  special 
qualifications  and  desires  are  ascertained, 
and  then  the  Committee  racks  its  brains 
to  devise  opportunity.  Figures  as  to  the 
number  of  cases  so  far  assisted  are  em- 
braced in  another  table.  Here  we  may 
simply  say  that  no  case  coming  before 
the  Committee  is  dropped  until  some- 
thing has  been  found  to  meet  it.  At  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee  stands  all  that 
the  wise  management  and  forethought 
of  the  Executive  Committee  have  pro- 
vided, while  the  Social  Service  Com- 
mittee in  turn  is  called  upon  to  make 
recommendations  to  the  upper  Commit- 
tee as  to  what  relief  measures  should  be 
undertaken. 

In  addition  to  looking  after  individual 
needs,  the  Social  Service  Committee  has 
charge  of  the  Ticket  Bureau  (see  else- 
where) and  is  now  forming  classes  for 
evening  instruction  in  typewriting,  busi- 
ness methods,  singing,  etc.  One  very 
important  task  is  to  provide  guides  for 
those  who  could  not  otherwise  go  to 
work  or  come  to  be  instructed.  Friendly 
visitors  are  sought  to  read  to  the  blind 
or  to  take  them  now  and  then  for  a 
walk.  For  these  ends  two  members  of 
the  Committee  are  regularly  addressing 
clubs,  church  societies,  and  Christian 
Associations. 

In  order  to  enlarge  the  work,  an  Aux- 
iliary Committee  is  being  organized. 
This  is  composed  of  all  those  who  have 
expressed  their  willingness  to  give  spe- 
cial service  from  time  to  time  as  cases 
may  be  referred  to  them  and  who  will 
undertake  to  find  new  work  for  the 
blind  to  do. 

The  members  of  the  Social  Service 
Committee  include  an  oculist,  a  physi- 
cian, and  a  trained  nurse. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Raymond  Collyer  Knox, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SHOP  COMMITTEE 


In  compliance  with  your  request  I  take 
pleasure  in  submitting  the  following 
brief  report  of  the  Work-shop  for  the 
Blind,  located  at  147  East  Forty-Second 


made  during  same  period  was  34,952,  and 
the  total  number  of  chairs  re-caned 
3.298- 

During  the  fall  of  1906  it  became  evi- 


Broom  making  at  the  factory  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  147  East  42d  St.,  New  York. 


Street.  New  York  City.  When  the  shop 
opened,  March,  1906,  it  occvipied  only 
one  loft  and  but  six  blind  workers  were 
employed ;  however,  the  number  rapidly 
increased  and  before  the  summer  was 
over  the  pay-roll  numbered  over  twenty. 

The  greatest  number  of  workmen  on 
the  pay-roll  during  any  period  was  26, 
July  17,  1907,  and  the  least  number  6, 
April  14,  1906,  and  the  average  num- 
ber 23.    The  total  number  of  brooms 


dent  that  the  loft  was  not  large  enough 
to  accommodate  the  business  that  had 
been  established,  also  that  the  workers 
were  crowded  and  more  applications 
were  being  received  than  could  be  ac- 
commodated, and  steps  were  taken  to  en- 
gage the  loft  above,  but  it  was  not  se- 
cured until  April,  1907. 

The  opening  of  the  Work-shop  for  the 
Blind  on  Forty-Second  Street  marked  a 
new  era  in  the  life  of  the  progressive 
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working  blind  of  New  York  City.  The 
iDlind  are  not  idlers  from  choice,  but  from 
the  force  of  circumstances.  Opportunity 
is  what  is  needed  and  the  Work-shop  af- 
fords it.  Remunerative  employment  is 
what  is  wanted  and  the  Work-shop  pro- 
vides it.  Employment  is  the  greatest 
blessing  that  the  blind  can  receive,  as  it 
occupies  their  time,  overcomes  mental 
depression  and  promotes  contentment, 
and  creates  for  them  a  place  among  the 
bread-winners  of  the  community  and 
avoids  the  odium  of  becoming  objects  of 
■charity  on  tlie  streets. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Work-shop  will  be- 
come a  self-supporting  department  of  the 
association,  but  that  is  not  practical  un- 
der the  present  condition  of  affairs.  In 
the  first  place,  every  workman  who  ap- 
plies for  work  at  the  shop  is  practically 


an  apprentice  and  knows  nothing  about 
the  work  he  is  expected  to  do  and  his 
instruction  is  a  drag  on  the  finances ;  then 
again  the  slow  workman  occupies  valua- 
ble floor  space,  which  a  more  rapid  and 
skilled  workman  would  make  more  pro- 
ductive, and  that  is  another  drag;  and 
again  the  beginner  or  apprentice  is  paid 
a  weekly  wage,  although  his  productive 
power  is  practically  zero.  However,  if 
these  features  were  eliminated  the  great 
primary  object  of  the  Work-shop  would 
be  dwarfed.  A  Training-shop,  distinct 
from  the  Work-shop,  where  the  unskilled 
may  be  taught  and  the  slow  workman 
prodded,  would  make  our  Work-shop  a 
self-supporting  enterprise. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Eben  p.  Morford, 
Chairman  Shop  Committee. 


I  am  yet  capable  of  something  better  than  to  stay  in  a  Poor  House,  but  having 
reached  the  end  of  my  resources,  I  will  have  to  do  so  unless  I  immediately  dis- 
cover some  fresh  means  of  supply. 

After  being  an  inmate  of  the  blind  ward  at  the  City  Home  for  about  eighteen 
months,  I  left  there  about  a  month  ago  in  an  endeavor  to  find  some  means  of 
self-support  outside. 

I  am  blind  and  willing  to  work  at  anything  I  can  do. 
{These  quotations  are  from  a  blind  man,  zvho  applied  for  work  at  the  Associa- 
tion's shnp.) 


A  meeting  of  the  Men's  Club  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 


THE  BLIND  MEN'S  IMPROVEMENT  CLUB 


The  Club  was  started  at  the  suggestion 
of  Miss  Winifred  Holt  in  the  spring 
of  1903.  It  first  met  at  the  men's  work- 
shop, where  the  Misses  Holt  furnished 
refreshments.  Then,  through  the  gener- 
osity of  Mr.  Migel,  it  assembled  fort- 
nightly at  Mott  Memorial  Hall,  where 
he  supplied  the  refreshments,  and  in  Sep- 
tember it  took  possession  of  its  club 
rooms  at  the  Association's  Building.  All 
the  officers  of  the  club  are  blind  men. 

The  question  has  more  than  once  been 
asked :  "How  is  it  that,  if  the  segregation 
of  the  blind  is  contrary  to  the  policy  of 
the  Association,  you  have  a  club  for 
blind  men  ?"  The  club  has  more  than  one 
raison  d'etre.  At  its  meetings,  the  men 
have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  ideas  that 
have  proved  helpful,  with  successful  men 
talking  of  how  and  why  they  have  been 
able  to  progress.    In  the  United  States 


no  newspaper  is  published  in  tactile  print, 
while  books  in  it  are  scarce  and  ex- 
pensive ;  hence  the  sightless  have  great 
difificulty  in  keeping  well  informed  on 
the  topics  of  the  day;  the  club  aims  to 
supply  in  some  measure  the  deficiency. 
The  "Press  Clippings  Committee"  col- 
lects information  concerning  what  is  be- 
ing done  for  the  blind  and  the  other  mem- 
bers contribute  items  of  general  interest. 

In  addition  to  about  sixty  active  the 
club  has  a  number  of  associate  mem- 
bers. The  associate  members  are  sighted 
friends,  interested  in  the  work,  and  the 
aid  they  render  in  the  matter  of  educa- 
tion cannot  be  overestimated.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten,  however,  that,  while 
mixing  with  the  members,  they  them- 
selves are  being  made  to  realize  that 
the  blind  are  capable  of  doing  far 
more  than  the  general  public  are  pre- 
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pared  to  admit  or  even  believe,  and 
through  these  associate  members  it  is 
hoped  that  the  great  mass  of  what  a 
member  receaitly  called  "the  blind  sighted 
people"  may  be  ultimately  reached. 

It  is  my  experience  that  most  people 
think  that,  once  a  man  is  blind,  he  is  deaf 
also  and  not  even  able  to  use  his  own 
judgment,  hands,  or  feet.  A  w-aiter  in- 
variably asks,  "Shall  I  cut  up  his  meat 
for  him  ?"  and  anyone  employed  as  a 
guide  always  asks  of  another  party, 
who  probably  knows  nothing  about  it, 
"Where  shall  I  take  him?" 

If  anyone  has  doubts  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  blind  to  accomplish  anything  that 
person  should  spend  an  evening  at  the 
Blind  Men's  Club,  and  his  eyes  will  be 
opened. 

Several  of  the  members  are  qualified 
teachers  of  music  and  others  are  now 
training  at  the  conservatory  so  that  music 
and  song  alternate  with  discussions  and 
addresses,  some  delivered  by  members 
and  others  by  visiting  friends. 

Among  other  topics  considered  during 
the  past  year,  were :  "The  Construction 
of  the  East  River  Tunnels,"  "How  to 
Take  Care  of  the  Body,"  "Chicamauga 
Camp  and  Sanitation,"  "The  Destruction 
of  the  Battleship  Maine,"  "A  Trip 
through  Turkey,"  "How  a  Blind  Man 
Succeeded  First  as  a  Newsman,  then 
Cigar  Merchant,  and  then  [Manufacturer 
and  Chemist."  The  discussions  are 
lively,  every  man  speaking  his  opinion 


freely,  while  the  questions  asked,  after 
a  speaker  has  finished,  show  an  intelli- 
gent interest,  that  quickly  proves  to  the 
listener  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  be 
blind  and  at  the  same  time  be  "very  much 
alive." 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  child 
born  blind,  or  losing  sight  when  very 
young,  cannot  learn  by  imitation  as  other 
children  do,  and  hence  the  sightless  have 
not,  in  many  cases,  learned  the  niceties 
of  life  or  the  ordinary  appearance  of  a 
well-dressed  or  well-groomed  man.  The 
friendly  footing  on  which  the  members 
come  through  the  social  side  of  the 
club  enables  one  who  lost  sight  late  in 
life  to  speak  the  right  word  at  the  right 
time.  For  the  above-named  reason,  table 
manners  are  not  a  strong  point  and  the 
refreshments  that  are  served,  through 
the  generosity  of  an  associate  member, 
ofifer  another  chance  for  the  "improve- 
ment." 

One  visitor  who  had  not  been  to  a 
meeting  for  a  year,  remarked  on  the 
dififerent  appearance  of  the  men,  and  an- 
other on  the  change  in  tone  and  manner 
in  speech  and  action. 

The  club  is  not  yet  two  years  *old,  but 
it  is  a  sturdy  yovmgster.  It  has  come 
to  stay,  it  is  doing  good  work,  and  its 
influence  has  been  and  will  be  felt  far 
and  wide. 

WlLLL\M  H.A.LE  P.-XTRICK, 
President  of  The  Jilen's  Club  of  The  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind. 


"Heretofore  we  blind  have  walked  on  cobblestones,  but  now  we  walk  on  as- 
phalt."   (In  reference  to  help  given  by  xAssociation.) 


The  President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club  in  his  office,  where  he  is  typewriting  from  the  phonograph. 


BRAILLE  AND  THE  NEW  YORK  POINT 


BRAILLE. 


a 

b 

c  d 

e      f      g      h      i  j 

k 

1 

• 

• 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

• 

n 

o 

p  q 

r     s    t     u       V  w 

X 

y 

z 

• 
•  • 

• 

•  •  •  • 
•  • 
•  • 

•  o     •      o     •           •  • 

•             •      •  • 
•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

• 

•  • 
• 

NEW  YORK  POINT. 
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The  various  systems  of  embossed  print 
which  have  been  designed  for  the  use  of 
the  bhnd,  niay  be  inchided  in  two  general 
classes  of  characters  and  described  as 
line  type  and  point  type.  The  systems 
of  the  first  class  are  made  up  of  char- 
acters formed  of  lines,  ."and  resemble 
more  or  less  the  type  used  'by  the  seeing ; 
those  of  the  second  class  consist  of  char- 
acters formed  of  points  or  dots  varying 
in  number  and  position,  and  bear  no  re- 
semblance to  any  visual  alphabet. 

The  first  printing  for  the  blind  was 
in  line  letter,  done  by  Valentin  Hauy, 
at  Paris,  in  1784.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  several  raised  line  alpha- 
bets, differing  as  to  the  size  and  form  of 
the  type,  have  been  employed.  These, 
with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Moon's  sys- 
tem, are  tangible  only  to  a  limited  num- 
ber of  the  blind.  (In  general,  it  may  be 
said  of  them  that  their  characters  are  too 
complex  and  compact  of  form  to  be  easily 
perceptible  to  the  touch,  and  that  the 
spacing  is  too  close  to  permit  the  free 
examination  of  each  separate  letter.) 

There  has  never  been  devised  any  con- 
venient means  of  embossing  the  line  type 
by  hand,  so  that  it  might  supply  the  need 
of  a  written  system ;  this  requisite  is 
amply  met  by  the  point  types,  which  serve 
the  purposes  of  writing  in  addition  to 
those  of  a  printed  system. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  line  letter,  the 
first  embossed  point  print  had  its  origin 
in  France.   In  1820  Charles  Barbier  con- 


structed a  series  of  characters,  employing 
twelve  points  in  two  vertical  rows  of  six. 
In  1829  this  system  was  modified,  im- 
proved, and  made  practical  by  Louis 
Braille,  whose  name  it  has  ever  borne. 
The  Brai-lle  characters  are  composed  of 
from  one  to  six  points  variously  arranged 
in  a  space  two  points  wide  and  three  in 
height.  Of  these,  both  a  literary  and 
a  musical  notation  were  formed  by  M. 
Braille,  the  two  together  making  quite 
a  complete  whole.  .  So  great  were  the 
advantages  of  the  Braille  print  that  in  less 
than  fifty  years  its  adoption  among  the 
blind  became  world-wide.  It  was  early 
introduced  into  America  and  used  by 
students  in  the  dififerent  schools  for  the 
blind,  although  it  received  but  little 
official  recognition  before  the  last  decade 
of  the  century. 

Some  thirty  years  after  the  invention 
and  introduction  of  the  Braille  in  France, 
there  appeared  in  America  a  point  type 
of  another  mode  known  as  New  York 
Point.  The  inventor  of  this  print  was 
Dr.  John  D.  Russ,  founder  and  first 
principal  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind 
in  New  York  City.  Dr.  Russ  is  known 
to  have  given  considerable  attention  to 
the  making  of  appliances  for  the  blind, 
and  to  have  experimented  not  a  little 
upon  types  for  their  use.  He  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  Braille,  and  out  of  his 
knowledge  and  study  of  this  system, 
there  grew  two  new  point  alphabets,  one 
of  vertical  and  another  of  horizontal 
characters,  to  each  of  which  he  applied 
the  principle  of  recurrence,  assigning  to 
the  most  frequently  recurring  letters  the 
least  number  of  dots  and  the  smallest 
space.  The  horizontal  or  New  York 
alphabet  was  formed  by  limiting  the 
characters  to  a  height  of  two  points  and 
exending  them  laterally  in  the  direction 
of  the  line  to  a  length  of  three  or  four 
points.  Dr.  Russ  himself  favored  some- 
what the  horizontal  two-line  dot  alphabet 
as  being  in  some  respects  superior  to  the 
vertical  three-line  dot  alphabet ;  but  he 
was  quite  willing  to  leave  this  question 
to  be  decided  by  experience  and  by  the 
demands  which  should  be  made  upon  the 
two  systems  in  the  future. 
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The  New  York  Point  Alphabet  was 
first  published  in  a  pamphlet  by  Dr.  Russ, 
dated  November,  1862.  After  being  put 
to  use  for  some  years  in  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  a  few  symbols 
were  altered  by  the  next  superintendent, 
who  devised  also  a  musical  notation, 
which,  liowever,  has  not  been  accepted 
in  any  degree  by  blind  musicians  of  dis- 
tinction, owing  to  its  great  inferiority 
to  Braille  music.  In  1882  the  Associa- 
tion of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  voted 
that  half  the  publications  of  the  Ameri- 
can Printing  House  for  the  Blind  should 
be  in  New  York  Point,  and  in  1892  it 
was  voted  that  all  publications  of  the 
Printing  House  should  be  in  that  system. 

In  1878  the  principle  of  recurrence 
was  applied  to  the  Braille  alphabet.  By 
this  rearrangement  of  the  characters  a 
great  reduction  of  the  average  number 
of  dots  was  ef¥ected  in  the  Braille  text, 
and  a  proportionate  saving  in  the  labor 
of  writing  and  reading.  The  system  thus 
modified  is  known  as  American  Braille, 
or  Improved  Braille. 

In  1892  occurred  a  marked  revival  in 
the  use  of  Braille,  caused  in  the  main 
by  the  invention  of  the  Hall  stereotype- 
maker.  This  machine  enables  the  oper- 
ator to  emboss  with  rapidity  upon  a  sheet 
of  hard  metal,  thereby  making  the  most 
durable  of  stereotypes.  With  the  stere- 
otype-maker the  schools  which  favored 
the  Braille  became  practically  independ- 
ent of  the  printing  house,  or,  in  fact,  be- 
came printing  houses  themselves. 

To-day  American  Braille  and  New 
York  Point  are  used  widely  in  this  coun- 
try ;  both  are  devised  to  serve  as  written 
and  printed  systems  for  the  expression 
of  all  the  forms  of  thought  as  far  as  may 
be.  And  as  these  two  systems  are  made 
up  largely  of  the  same  characters  in  dif- 
ferent positions  and  dififering  in  signifi- 
cation, to  prevent  confusion,  and  to  save 
the  labor  of  learning  and  cost  of  print- 
ing the  two,  it  is  deemed  desirable  that 
but  one  of  them  should  survive.  Ac- 
cordingly an  examination  of  the  several 
features  of  the  two  systems  may  be  help- 
ful in  determining  which  one  can  the 
better  serve  the  purposes  for  which  it 
is  created.  To  that  end  the  following 
notes  on  the  comparative  merits  of  Amer- 
ican Braille  and  New  York  Point  are 


ofifered  for  the  perusal  of  those  who  may 
be  especially  interested  in  the  subject. 

1.  The  full  Braille  character  consists 
of  six  points  arranged  in  two  rows  of 
three  placed  in  a  vertical  position,  thus : 

This  character  defines  the  Braille  cell, — 
two  points  in  width  and  three  in  height, 
— in  which  fixed  and  unvarying  space 
all  Braille  characters  are  written.  The 
unoccupied  space  in  each  cell  is  con- 
sidered as  necessary  to  the  character  as- 
the  points  which  form  it,  and  must  al- 
ways be  taken  into  account  in  deter- 
mining its  true  signification  ;  accordingly, 
if  a  letter  or  other  sign  occupies  but  one 
side  of  the  cell,  the  other  side  must 
always  be  left  vacant. 

2.  In  the  New  York  Point  system,, 
there  is  no  fixed  space  or  cell  in  which 
to  write  the  characters ;  the  line  has  a 
breadth  of  two  points,  and  the  characters 
may  have  a  length  of  four  points,  al- 
though three  points  is  the  limit  in  the 
alphabet,  fifteen  of  the  letters  being  of 
that  length.  The  letters — one,  two,  and 
three  points  in  length — are  written  com- 
pactly together  in  the  formation  of 
words,  with  none  of  the  open  space  which 
accompanies  many  letters  of  the  Braille 
alphabet. 

3.  The  number  of  characters  possible 
of  formation  in  the  Braille  cell  is  sixty- 
three  ;  six  of  one  point,  fifteen  of  two 
points,  twenty  of  three  points,  fifteen  of 
four  points,  six  of  five  points,  and  one  of 
six  points. 

4.  In  the  ordinary  letter  space  of  the 
New  York  Point,  defined  by  the  fol- 
lowing sign, 

•  •• 

•  •• 

which  is  equal  in  area  to  the  Braille 
cell,  thirty-nine  characters  are  possible 
of  formation ;  two  of  one  point,  five  of 
tw'o  points,  twelve  of  three  points,  thir- 
teen of  four  points,  six  of  five  points, 
and  one  of  six  points. 

5.  From  the  foregoing,  it  appears  that 
twenty-four  characters  found  in  the 
Braille  are  lost  to  the  New  York  Point 
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system ;  of  these,  four  are  formed  of  one 
point,  ten  of  two  points,  eight  of  three 
points,  and  two  of  four  points.  This 
loss  proves  to  be  a  serious  one  when  we 
reflect  that  a  system  of  point  print  sliould 
comprise  as  many  signs  as  possible  of 
few  points  and  small  compass.  These 
twenty-four  signs,  only  two  of  which  are 
composed  of  more  than  three  points,  are 
the  very  ones  most  easy  to  memorize, 
to  read,  to  write,  and  to  correct ;  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  them  we  are  com- 
pelled to  extend  the  character  to  a  length 
of  four  points  ;  by  this  means  a  sufficient 
number  of  signs  is  gained,  but  they  are 
large  and  generally  unwieldy,  the  greater 
number  of  them  being  of  five,  six,  and 
seven  points,  and,  therefore,  the  more 
difficult  to  memorize,  to  read,  to  write, 
and  to  correct. 

6.  In  the  American  Braille  Alphabet 
may  be  noted  two  groups  of  letters  which 
serve  to  introduce  space  into  the  com- 
position of  words,  thereby  rendering 
them  less  compact  and  more  readily  dis- 
tinguishable to  the  touch ;  the  letters  of 
the  first  group — a.  e,  1,  s,  t — are  attended 
by  half-cell  spaces  to  the  right  of  them ; 
those  of  the  second  group — m,  n,  p,  u — 
have  space  within  the  characters  left  by 
the  omission  of  the  middle  points.  Upon 
examination  of  any  printed  page  of  un- 
contracted  American  Braille,  it  will  be 
found  that  these  two  groups  furnish 
more  than  half  the  letters,  and  that  these 
same  letters  enter  largely  into  the  spell- 
ing of  nine-tenths  of  the  words. 

7.  In  the  American  Braille  alphabet 
three  letters  are  one  point  in  height,  eight 
are  two  points  in  height,  and  fifteen  are 
three  points  in  height.  In  the  New  York 
Point  alphabet  six  letters  are  one  point 
in  height,  and  twenty  are  two  points  in 
height.  It  follows  that  the  Braille  alpha- 
bet, with  the  letters  placed  side  by  side 
in  an  upright  position  and  varying  from 
one  to  three  points  in  height,  is  very 
productive  of  word-forms  and  part  word- 
forms,  which  are  an  invaluable  aid  to 
the  reading  of  any  system  of  print.  It 
follows  in  like  manner  that  the  New 
York  Point  alphabet,  having  the  letters 
placed  end  to  end  in  a  horizontal  posi- 
tion with  but  slight  variation  in  their 
height,  produces  very  few  distinctly 
marked  word-forms,  and  in  consequence. 


reading  in  this  system  is  accomplished 
almost  wholly  by  letter-form  alone. 

8.  The  fact  that  a  system  of  point 
print  may  be  too  compact  to  permit  of 
easy  and  rapid  reading,  is  not  generally 
recognized:  yet  this  is  just  as  true  as  the 
fact  that  the  type  may  be  too  small  to 
permit  of  easy  reading  in  ink  print.  One 
who  uses  both  the  Braille  and  the  Point, 
after  reading  thousands  of  pages  in  the 
latter,  is  at  a  loss  to  know  why  he  does 
not  acquire  the  facility  and  speed  at- 
tained in  the  reading  of  Braille.  It  is 
because  of  the  absence  of  free  spaces 
in  the  composition  of  words,  because  of 
the  lack  of  well-marked  word-forms,  and 
because  many  letters  are  approached 
from  the  end,  all  of  which  demands  a 
higher  mental  tension  than  is  required 
in  the  reading  of  Braille.  Of  New  York 
Point,  English  Braille,  and  American 
Braille,  the  last-named  system  is  the  least 
compact,  and  is,  therefore,  read  the  most 
rapidly  and  the  longest  time  without 
fatigue.  Care  should  be  taken  in  the 
making  of  all  embossed  point  print  to 
have  the  dots  as  large  and  rounded  as 
possible  so  that  they  may  be  agreeable 
to  the  touch.  Yet,  even  though  the  char- 
acter of  the  dot  be  the  same  in  both 
systems  ,the  reading  of  New  York  Point 
will  be  found  to  cause  the  more  fatigue 
and  wear  upon  the  finger,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  perceptive  tract  employed 
in  reading  the  horizontal  Point  is  but 
two-thirds  the  width  of  that  employed 
in  reading  the  vertical  Braille,  and  the 
narrower  tract  must  pass  over  as  many 
dots  as  the  broader  tract,  which  is  culti- 
vated and  employed  in  the  reading  of 
Braille. 

9.  In  constructing  a  system  of  point 
print,  first,  the  most  available  characters 
are  taken  to  form  the  regular  alphabet 
and  the  punctuation  ;  the  remaining  char- 
acters— most  of  them  containing  a  larger 
number  of  points — are  then  taken  to  rep- 
resent contractions.  It  will  be  apparent 
that  these  less  tangible  characters  em- 
ployed to  save  space,  besides  distorting 
the  form  of  words,  make  the  whole  text 
more  dense,  and  thereby  still  further  re- 
tard progress  in  reading.  Whole-word 
contractions  are  not  so  objectionable, 
especially  when  designated  by  initial 
letters. 
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10.  The  Braille  notation  of  music  is 
devised  in  a  way  that  serves  to  aid  the 
memory  somewhat  in  acquiring  it. 
Seven  fundamental  signs  represent  the 
seven  tones  of  the  musical  scale.  These 
signs  in  their  simplest  form  express 
eighth  notes ;  quarters  and  sixty-fourths 
are  formed  by  adding  the  lowest  right- 
hand  point ;  halves  and  thirty-seconds  by 
adding  the  lowest  left-hand  point ;  whole 
notes  and  sixteenths  by  adding  the  two 
lowest  points  to  the  fundamental  signs. 
The  finger  marks  and  the  first  five  oc- 
tave marks  are  indicated  by  the  same 
signs  placed  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
notes.  In  the  further  development  of 
the  system  many  musical  expressions 
which  partake  of  the  same  nature,  or 
which  suggest  one  another,  are  repre- 
sented by  signs  similar,  in  formation ; 
notable  examples  of  this  are  found  in  the 
marks  of  embellishment  and  in  the  marks, 
of  expression. 

11.  The  New  York  Point  notation  of 
music  is  also  devised  with  a  view  to  aid 
the  memory  in  acquiring  it.  The  first 
eight  numerals  are  used  as  fundamental 
or  primitive  signs,  from  which  nearly 
all  other  signs  of  the  system  have  been 
derived ;  however,  it  has  not  been  pos- 
sible to  do  this  in  a  way  to  assist  the 
memory  more  than  is  done  in  the  Braille 
notation.  The  primitive  signs  name  the 
different  tones  of  the  scale  in  their  order ; 
octave  signs  are  formed  by  affixing  an 
upper  point,  and  interval  signs  by  affix- 
ing a  lower  point.  Notes  with  their 
values  are  formed  by  combining  two 
primitive  signs,  and  rests  by  prefixing 
the  rest  sign  to  the  primitive  signs,  in 
each  case  making  characters  four  points 
in  length.  According  to  this  method,  the 
numeral  "one"  represents  a  whole  note 
and  rest,  and  "two"  a  half  note  and  rest. 
At  this  point  all  aids  to  the  memory  cease  : 


the  numeral  three  is  then  made  to  repre- 
sent a  quarter  note  and  rest ;  four  an 
eighth  note,  five  a  sixteenth,  six  a  thirty- 
second,  and  seven  a  sixty-fourth,  all  of 
which  must  be  memorized  outright  in 
order  to  distinguish  them  readily  when 
not  found  in  notation. 

In  the  marking  of  expression  in  the 
New  York  Point  music,  a  heavy  task  is 
imposed  upon  the  memory ;  about  twenty 
markings  which  are  expressed  in  the 
Braille  as  in  the  staff  notation  by  the  or- 
dinary lettering  in  common  use,  are  in- 
dicated in  the  Point  by  arbitrary  signs, 
which  have  little  or  nothing  in  them  to 
suggest  their  meaning. 

12.  In  the  Point  notation  the  division 
of  the  musical  scale  into  octaves  differs 
from  that  in  general  use,  the  octave  be- 
ing founded  upon  A  instead  of  C,  as  in 
the  Braille  notation.  This  division  is 
made  for  the  purpose  of  including  the 
tones  below  the  lowest  C  of  the  piano ; 
the  change  is  unnecessary,  as  these  tones 
could  easily  be  indicated  by  using  the 
mark  8va  in  connection  with  the  first 
octave. 

13.  In  the  Braille  notation,  it  is  the 
rule  in  passages  of  notes  equal  in  value 
and  smaller  than  eights,  to  group  the 
notes  of  each  beat  by  writing  the  first  in 
its  true  value  and  the  rest  as  eights  in- 
dicated by  the  fundamental  signs.  In 
the  Point  notation  a  different  rule  is  ob- 
served ;  in  every  succession  of  equal  notes 
the  first  is  marked  in  its  true  value  and 
the  following  notes  are  represented  by 
the  primitive  signs  until  a  change  of 
value  occurs.  By  the  latter  method  of 
writing  much  space  is  saved,  but  this  is 
clone  at  a  sacrifice  of  the  natural  group- 
ing found  in  the  Braille  and  in  the  staff 
notation. 

The  following  is  a  measure  of  six- 
teenths written  in  both  notations : 


BR.A.1LLE 


••••••        •  • 


•     •  • 


NEW  YORK  POINT 
•  •  •  •• 


•  •  • 


•  •  •• 


••         ••  •• 


The  same  measure  of  music  in  |  time  set  in  Braille  and  New  York  Point.     The  second  line 
in  New  York  Point  shows  how  much  longer  it  is  in  that  tjpe  than  in  Braille. 
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14.  The  relative  amount  of  space  oc- 
cupied by  music  written  in  the  two  nota- 
tions varies  with  different  selections  and 
with  dififerent  editions  of  the  same  selec- 
tion. The  space  separating  the  Braille 
cells  is  usually  a  little  less  than  one  point 
in  width ;  hence,  all  Braille  characters 
may  be  said  to  have  an  area  of  nine 
points  or  a  little  less.  The  five  principal 
classes  of  Point  musical  signs — notes, 
rests,  intervals,  octave  marks,  and  finger 
marks — are  separated  according  to  rule 
by  a  space  two  points  in  width ;  hence, 
notes  in  their  expressed  value  have  an 
area  of  twelve  points,  and  as  represented 
by  the  primitive  signs  an  area  of  eight 
points ;  rests  have  an  area  of  twelve 
points ;  intervals,  octave  marks,  and 
finger  marks,  each  an  area  of  ten 
points.  It  will  be  plain,  then,  that  in 
the  rendering  of  passages  of  notes 
which  are  equal  in  length  and  unaccom- 
panied by  the  other  classes  of  signs,  the 
Point  gains  somewhat  in  space  over  the 
Braille  notation ;  in  all  other  forms  of 
writing,  where  the  value  of  notes  changes 
frequently,  and  the  signs  for  rests,  inter- 
vals, octaves,  and  fingers  are  numerous, 
the  Braille  gains  materially  in  space 
over  the  point  notation,  provided  the  type 
of  both  systems  be  construed  upon  the 
same  scale. 

BRAILLE,  No.  3  A. 

•  •    •  •• 

•  •••• 

NEW  YORK  POINT,  Nr..  3  B. 
•••       •••       ••••  •  •• 


In  the  writing  of  the  following  meas- 
ure in  the  notation  of  both  systems  given 
in  parallel  lines,  the  five  principal  classes 
of  musical  characters  are  employed. 

15.  The  Braille  system,  having  a 
wealth  of  characters  of  few  points  and 
small  compass,  is  well  equipped  for  the 
development  of  special  notations,  such  as 
that  of  music  which  requires  a  large 
number  of  signs.  Thus  the  sixty-three 
single  characters  of  the  Braille  furnish 
signs  to  express  notes,  rests,  intervals, 
octave  marks,  finger  marks,  accidentals, 
the  dot,  the  triplet  mark,  and  the  more 
common  marks  of  expression  and  embel- 
lishment ;  the  remaining  musical  expres- 
sions of  less  frequent  occurrence  are  in- 
dicated by  compounds  signs  resulting 
from  the  union  of  two  or  more  single 
characters.  These  last-named  signs  are 
recognized  with  ease  and  certainty  as  be- 
ing units  or  wholes  made  up  of  parts ; 
they  are  assuredly  the  more  tangible 
from  having  their  component  characters 
separated  by  the  space  between  the 
Braille  cells,  and  are,  therefore,  pref- 
erable to  the  Point  signs  of  the  fourth 
base  which  so  encumber  the  New  York 
Point  notation  of  music.  Finally,  every- 
thing that  may  be  said  in  favor  of  an 
open  type  in  reference  to  the  literary 
notation,  applies  with  equal  force  to  the 
Braille  notation  of  music. 

Arthur  Jewell, 
Illinois  School  for  the  Blind,  Jacksonville,  111. 


It  is  interesting  that,  though  himself 
without  sight,  'Mr.  Jewell  is  not  only  an 
authority  on  types,  but  that  he  has  been 
for  years  official  stereot3'per  for  the  im- 
portant school  at  Jacksonville  which  is 
doing  much  to  educate  the  public  at  large. 


THE  MOON  TYPE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

By  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon 
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The  Moon  type. 


The  Moon  Type  wa.s  invented  by  Dr. 
William  Moon,  of  Brighton,  England, 
who  lost  his  eyesight  in  early  manhood. 
Upon  becoming  blind  he  made  himself 
master  of  the  embossed  types  for  the 
blind  then  in  vogue,  but  he  found  that 
they  were  unsuited  to  many  adults,  who 
constitute  the  great  majority  of  the  blind 
population,  and  whose  sense  of  touch 
was  not  acute. 

In  1847  Dr.  Moon  introduced  an 
alphabet  composed  of  simple  characters 
which  could  not  only  be  felt  by  children, 
but  also  by  the  aged  and  those  whose 
fingers  had  been  hardened  through  work 
or  disease.  This  advantage  has  been 
dernonstrated  by  the  popularity  which  the 


Moon  Alphabet  has  maintained  among 
the  adult  blind  for  the  past  sixty  years. 

The  books  in  the  Moon  type  are  pre- 
pared at  the  establishment  of  the  Moon 
Society  for  Embossing  Books  for  the 
Blind,  104  Queen's  Road,  Brighton,  Eng- 
land, where  73,000  stereotyped  plates 
are  stored  for  future  use,  and  from 
which  266,000  embossed  books  in  the 
Moon  type  have  been  issued  since  the 
commencement  of  the  work.  Dr.  ]\Ioon 
adapted  his  alphabet  to  400  languages 
and  dialects,  and  there  are  more  than 
1,000  volumes  embossed  in  the  type,  of 
which  300  are  in  foreign  languages. 

A  blind  person  who  could  read  before 
losing  his  eyesight  will  readily  recog- 
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nize  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  in  the 
Moon  type,  as  they  have  been  retained 
with  slight  alterations,  being  often 
merely  simplified  by  removing  from 
them  certain  unnecessary  strokes. 

In  order  that  the  reader  may  not  lose 
his  place,  the  first  line  of  reading  in  the 
jMoon  type  is  read  from  left  to  right, 
and  the  second  from  right  to  left,  and 
so  on  forward  and  backward,  a  guiding 


A 

bracket  being  placed  at  the  end  of  each 
line.  The  letters  are  well  embossed,  and 
as  they  are  composed  of  lines  instead  of 
dots,  no  irritation  of  sensitive  fingers  is 
produced. 

Any  sighted  person,  by  following  the 
instructions,  can  readily  teach  a  blind 
person  to  read  this  type,  and  very  fre- 
quently blind  persons  (even  at  ninety 
years  of  age)  learn  to  read  it  without 
any  assistance  whatever. 


The  books  are  circulated  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  many  of  the  blind 
readers  having  been  taught  through  the 
agency  of  the  numerous  Home  Teach- 
ing Societies  for  the  Blind  scattered 
throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
Sweden,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and 
the  United  States.  This  means  of  reach- 
ing and  teaching  the  blind,  by  sending  in- 
structors to  the  homes  of  the  blind,  and 


afterwards  supplying  them  with  cm- 
bossed  literature  from  free  lending  libra- 
ries, which  was  introduced  by  Dr.  I\Ioon 
and  a  friend  half  a  century  ago  in  Lon- 
don, has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  and  successful  means  of  help- 
ing the  adult  blind  who  abide  in  their 
homes,  and  cannot  be  gathered  into 
schools  for  instruction. 

Dr.  Moon  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five.   For  fifty-four  years  he  was 
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blind  and  his  life  was  consecrated  to  the 
service  and  welfare  of  his  fellow-suffer- 
ers. His  daughter,  Miss  Moon,  is  de- 
votedly carrying  on  the  work  initiated 
by  him  in  Brighton. 

'•The  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching 
Society  and  Free  Circulating  Library  for 
the  Blind,"  in  Philadelphia,  is  the  pioneer 
Home  Teaching  Society  in  America,  hav- 


ing been  founded  through  the  efforts  of 
Dr.  William  Moon  and  Miss  Moon  in 
1882. 

This  Society  made  an  Exhibit  of  the 
Moon  type  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition 
in  1904,  and  also  at  the  Jamestown  Ex- 
position in  1907.  On  each  occasion  the 
Jury  of  Awards  awarded  it  a  Gold 
Medal. 


TYPES  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Prom  a  Speech  Delivered  by  Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachu- 
setts  School  for  the  Blind  at  the  Convention  of  the  American  Association 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  August,  1907. 


I  embrace  the  opportunity  offered  to 
acquaint  you  with  a  bit  of  the  story  of 
Braille  in  this  country,  and  with  reasons 
why  a  departure  was  made  from  the 
original  alphabet  of  1829. 

I  know  this  English  Braille,  having 
learned  it  first  and  taught  it  three  years 
at  Dr.  Campbell's  school,  Norwood,  the 
College  for  the  Blind,  in  England.  Next, 
as  a  teacher  'for  two  years  in  the  Perkins 
Institution,  I  also  became  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  line  type  and  with  new, 
now  termed  American  Braille,  which  I 
found  in  use  there.  The  principle  on 
which  this  punctographic  system  was 
constructed  appealed  at  once  to  my  sense 
of  what  is  sound.  I  both  ,  wrote  it  and 
read  it  and  studied  it,  comparing  its  use 
by  the  Boston  pupils  with  the  use  of  old 
Braille  by  the  London  pupils.  Then,  in 
1890,  I  became  acting  principal  of  the 
Pennsylvania  School  in  Philadelphia.  I 
was  also  principal  teacher.  There  the 
New  York  Point  was  in  official  use.  My 
predecessor  did  not  like  it,  but,  being 
unable  to  get  American  books  in  any 
other  point  type,  had  very  properly 
adopted  it.  During  my  first  two  years  in 
Philadelphia,  New  York  Point  was  sys- 
tematically taught  and  used ;  I  quietly 
but  carefully  observed  how  it  answered. 
Point  writing  was  taught  along  with 
point  reading,  as  is  proper.  Now  the 
reading  progressed  fairly  well,  but  the 
writing,  oh,  my!  The  teachers  of  the 
primary  classes  were  in  distress  tnost  of 
the  time ;  the  stylus  of  the  average  child 
and  of  all  below  the  average  floundered 


about  in  the  slate,  and  there  was  no  sat- 
isfactory progress.  The  trouble  was — 
the  exceeding  difficulty  of  spacing  cor- 
rectly. I  reserved  my  judgment  for  two 
years ;  after  which,  finding  my  teach- 
ers who  knew  Braille  on  their  knees, 
begging  to  have  it  introdticed,  I  con- 
sented to  throw  out  the  New  York  Point ; 
but  whether  to  substitute  old  Braille, 
which  was  fairly  well  represented  in 
books  printed  in  England,  or  to  risk  the 
introduction  of  new  Braille,  which  had 
no  literature  at  all,  I  did  not  feel  myself 
at  liberty  to  decide  until  representatives 
of  the  various  schools  demanding  Braille 
should  meet.  A  convention  of  the  Amer- 
ican instructors  of  the  blind  met  in  1892, 
at  Brantford,  Ont.  There  the  superin- 
tendents and  others  from  Alabama,  Illi- 
nois, Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minne- 
sota, ]Missouri,  and  possibly  one  or  two 
other  States,  all  stanch  Braillists,  met, 
voted  for  the  Braille  principle,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  decide  which 
alphabet  to  adopt  in  America.  Mr. 
Anagnos,  Superintendent  of  the  Perkins 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  Boston,  who  was 
prominent  at  this  meeting,  acted  as  chair- 
man and  appointed  as  a  committee  Dr. 
Sibley,  of  St.  Louis;  Mr.  J.  W.  Smith, 
of  Boston  ;  and  myself. 

At  that  time  the  Hall  Braille  writer 
had  already  proved  its  usefulness,  and 
the  air  was  full  of  promise  of  the  stereo- 
type-maker. After  returning  home  the 
committee  went  enthusiastically  to  work 
to  review  their  study  of  systems,  corre- 
sponded voluminously  among  themselves 
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AMERICAN  BRAILLE. 

To  write  on  a  Braille  tablet  begin  at  the  right ;  to  read,  reverse  the  sheet 
and  begin  at  the  left.  In  either  case  the  six  points  ^  •  •  ^  of  which  the 
characters  are  formed,  are  numbered  from  the  top,  i,  2,  3,  for  the  first 
vertical  row,  and  4,  5,  6,  for  the  second. 

ALPHABET. 

a     b      c      d      e     f      g      h      i       j       k      1  m 

•  •  •••  •••••  ••••  •         m  c 

•  •••••  •••• 


op      q      r      s     t    11      V  \v 


To  capitalize  a  letter  prefix  to  it  points  3  and  6  (,  ,)• 

(  )  ' 


MARKS  OF  PUNCTUATION. 


•         •  • 


The  apostrophe  is  point  4.  The  other  marks,  except  the  exclamation, 
are  formed  of  points  2,  3,  5  and  6. 

When  two  or  more  initial  letters  requiring  the  capital  sign  occur 
together,  the  space  which  separates  words  may  be  omitted  ;  the  period 
which  follows  the  first  letter  then  becomes  also  the  prefix,  or  capital  sign, 
for  the  next ;  thus,  I  *         *  *         *  F.  R.  S. 

NUMERALS. 

When  alone  or  in  combination  the  following  letters,  if  prefixed  by 
the  numeral  sign^    •  ^,  become  numbers. 

1234567890 

•  •  ••  • 

•  •  •  • 

I  •  40  •  •  • 


•  •   •  • 


and  with  others,  and  determining  that  With  tlie  exception  of  one  State,  which 
new  Braille  was  unquestionably  the  bet-  clung  to  old  Braille,  the  decision  of  the 
ter  system,  urged  its  immediate  adoption,     committee  was  accepted  by  all  the  Braille 
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schools ;  and  almost  every  year  since  then 
has  seen  the  annexation  of  another  insti- 
tution to  the  ranks  of  Braille,  until  to- 
day we  are  seventeen  schools  out  of 
forty,  representing  1,751  pupils  out  of 
a  total  of  4,405,  or  about  40  per  cent,  of 
the  whole.  And  this  steady  growth, 
mind  you,  went  on  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  New  York  pointists  have  all 
along  had  virtual  control  of  the  Ameri- 
can Printing  House.  Now  I  ask  you  to 
consider  whether  any  minority  system, 
growing  as  steadily  as  Braille  has  done 
at  the  expense  of  an  aggressively  dom- 
inant system,  could  possibly  have  done 
so  without  marked  inherent  merits. 

But  why  did  the  committee  decide 
upon  new  Braille?  At  first  Dr.  Sibley 
favored  the  retention  of  old  Braille,  while 
the  other  two  members  urged  the  intro- 
duction of  new.  This  was  because  they 
knew  both  systems  intimately  and  also 
because  they  recalled  the  fact  that  every 
one  of  the  seven  American  teachers  who 
had  taught  in  London  and  afterward  in 
this  country  decidedly  stood  for  the  new 
system.  Therefore,  when  Dr.  Sibley  had 
his  attention  directed  to  this  fact  and 
to  Mrs.  Plumptree's  three-shilling  book, 
"The  Braille  System  for  the  Blind,  ar- 
ranged for  Seeing  Writers,"  he  became 
fully  convinced  of  the  superiority  of  the 
new  and  simpler  system. 

English  Braille  is  built  up  on  a  sort 
of  decimal  plan,  the  second  ten  letters 
of  the  alphabet  being  made  derivatives 
of  the  first  ten,  and  so  on  through  the 
contractions.  This  looks  systematic,  and, 
in  fact,  deceives  one  into  thinking  the 
plan  helpful  in  learning  the  characters. 
I  used  to  think  it  was  so ;  but  when  asked 
if  I  didn't  always  have  to  count  up  to 
locate,  for  example,  p  under  f,  and  the 
under  I  and  s,  I  remembered  that  I  did, 
and  that  I  necessarily  wasted  much  time 
in  learning  the  alphabet,  etc.,  by  means 
of  this  artificial  association  of  charac- 
ters. A  clever  instructor  of  Braille  does 
not  teach  so,  but  at  times  a  number  to 
each  in  a  full  base  of  six  and  associates 
the  letters  with  the  numbers  of  the  points 
composing  them ;  as,  for  example,  B  is 
points  one,  two,  six ;  and  he  will  teach 
reading  through  writing.  But  suppose 
the  learning  of  English  Braille  to  be 
facilitated  by  its  decimal  formation,  how 


I)enny  wise  and  pound  foolish  it  is  to 
doom  one  to  continual  extra  labor  and 
waste  of  time  while  writing  in  order  to 
save  a  little  time  once  while  learning 
the  letters !  You  know  what  I  mean ; 
that  in  the  construction  of  the  old  Braille 
alphabet  no  account  is  had  of  the  princi- 
ple of  frequency  of  recurrence  of  letters, 
the  high  percentage  t,  for  instance,  be- 
ing made  with  four  points,  whereas  in 
new  Braille  it  is  made  with  two.  Now 
as  writability,  particularly  in  schools,  is 
one  of  the  two  main  features  of  a  point 
system,  that  alphabet  which  disregards 
the  principle  of  frequency  of  recurrence 
is  unnecessarily  clumsy.  And  the  re- 
port of  your  type  committee  to  which  we 
have  listened  to-day  indicates  that  few- 
ness of  points  also  facilitates  reading. 

I  wonder  how  many  of  you  have  ex- 
amined Mrs.  Plumptree's  book?  It  is  an 
elegant  and  complete  exposition  of  an 
apology  for  a  system, — English  Braille, 
a  code  over  which  even  the  British  them- 
selves are  quarreling.  Neither  is  there 
unanimity  over  old  Braille  on  the  Euro- 
pean continent.  What  ought  you  to 
think  of  this  so-called  system  which 
needs  but  three  pages  for  alphabet  and 
complete  scheme  of  contractions,  and 
thirteen  pages  for  rules,  exceptions,  and 
illustrations  !  Do  you  realize  that  when, 
then,  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  As- 
sociation originally  fixed  up  the  British 
code,  they  must  have  done  so  having  in 
view  largely  the  needs  of  adult  readers 
of  the  Bible?  It  it  were  not  so,  why 
did  they  make  C  stand  for  Christ,  G 
for  God,  J  for  Jesus,  L  for  Lord,  P  for 
people.  GL  for  Glory,  and  GR  for  Grace? 
Perhaps  you  know  that  they  provided  a 
capital  sign,  but  so  poor  a  one  that,  like 
the  New  York  Point  capital,  it  is  not 
used  in  books ;  that  separate  words,  like 
from  the,  by  the,  for  a,  into  the.  and 
for  the,  are  printed  close  together  as 
though  single  words ;  that  lower  F, 
meaning  to,  must  always  be  joined  on 
to  the  next  word ;  for  example,  togo, 
tobegin,  etc.,  but  it  can  only  be  so  written 
when  to  is  a  preposition  or  the  sign  of 
the  infinitive.  This  is  a  rule  immediately 
followed  by  a  qualification ;  and  there 
are  plenty  of  similar  rules,  and  some  even 
embodying  the  exception,  for  example, 
"Proper  names,  unless  well  known  and 
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of  frequent  occurrence,  are  written  in 
full."  What  do  you  think  of  a  rule 
authorizing  the  omission  of  ea  in  eigh- 
teen words;  in  break,  but  not  in  bread; 
in  treat  Ii,  but  not  in  breathe;  in 
pleasure^  but  not  in  pleasant,  etc.  ?  As 
I  have  said,  there  are  thirteen  pages  of 
rules,  exceptions,  and  illustrations,  in- 
tended to  obviate  entanglements.  How- 
ever, to  crown  all,  there  is  the  following 
admirable  advice :  "When  in  doubt  about 
a  contraction,  it  is  better  to  write  that 
word  or  syllable  in  full" ;  but  ordinarily 
the  practice  is,  condense  wherever  you 
can  and  still  be  imderstood.  Mrs.  Plump- 
tree  says  in  a  prefatory  note :  "The  rules, 
etc.,  necessary  to  the  correct  writing  of 
the  Braille  system  have  been  collected, 
and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  rendered  more 
easy  of  comprehension."  I  don't  know 
about  that ;  I  was  some  time  interpreting 
the  meaning  of  this  statement :  "The 
initial  N  is  not  written  in  the  word  noth- 
ing." We  teachers  at  Norwood  always 
kept  a  book  of  rules  by  us  in  class. 

Now  when  an  American  tells  you  he 
prefers  English  Braille,  set  him  down 
as  having  exceptional  intellectuality :  as 
one  who,  because  of  his  ability  to  see  the 
end  of  the  sentence  before  his  finger 
reaches,  is  impatient  of  the  alphabetical 
means  to  clearness  demanded  by  com- 
mon clay.  We  should  expect  him  to 
delight  in  Emerson's  "Brahma."  And 
to  revel  in  metaphysical  heterogeneity. 
While  the  progressive  American  code 
contents  itself  with  fewer  than  fifty  sim- 
ple contractions,  untrammeled  by  rules, 
the  English  revels  in  over  one  hundred 
and  in  rules  galore.  The  Britisher  likes 
it  because  of  the  shibboleth :  "What's 
good  enough  for  my  father  is  good 
enough  for  me,  and  I'll  have  some  more, 
please" ;  so.  adding  in  his  third  grade 
some  sixty-three  words  embracing  all 
sorts  of  contractions,  abbreviations, 
omissions,  he  rounds  out  a  good  two 
hundred.  What  is  this  but  a  kind  of 
shorthand?  John  Bull  naturally  prefers 
to  give  something  to  Uncle  Sam  rather 
than  to  take  anything  from  him,  and 
yet  there  are  prominent  educators  of  the 
blind  bemoaning  the  fact  that  the  admit- 
tedly superior  American  Braille  could 
not  be  adopted  in  Britain  ;  I  have  in  my 
files  letters  to  that  effect.    What  a  pity 


our  scientific  system  was  ever  called 
American ! 

Now,  as  representing  the  schools  for 
the  young  blind  I  protest  against  forced 
survival  of  an  unfit  type.  We  in  the 
United  States  need  not  the  most  in- 
volved, but  the  most  evolved  type;  this 
best  system  is  none  too  good  for  us. 
The  books  of  no  point  system  other  than 
American  Braille  can  serve  as  models  of 
correct  writing.  If  there  is  a  system 
better  than  American  Braille  let  us  have 
it  by  all  means ;  but  do  not  expect  us 
to  revert  to  a  type  simply  because  it  is 
old.  Of  course  universality  is  desirable, 
and  the  argument  for  it  good  so  far"  as 
it  goes ;  but  we  can  easily  overestimate 
its  importance.  For  instance,  neither 
England  nor  America  is  going  to  make 
use  of  the  text-books  and  special  litera- 
ture of  the  other ;  each  would,  therefore, 
emboss  its  own  particular  set.  Besides, 
it  has  been  oftentimes  proved  that  the 
comparatively  few  scholars  who  need 
foreign  books  can  pick  a  strange  alpha- 
bet and  read  it  as  readily  as  most  of  us 
can  turn  from  the  Roman  to  the  Greek 
or  the  German  characters.  And  you 
and  I  have  to  be  able  to  read  not  only 
common  print  in  multitudinous  variety  of 
fonts,  but  even  anybody's  and  every- 
body's handwriting.    And  altogether  too 


much  importance  has  been  laid  on  what 
you  are  pleased  to  call  our  multiplicity  of 
types.  Remarkably  fetching  expression  f 
One  would  infer  that  there  is  a  whole 
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raft  of  types.  There  have  heen,  to  he 
sure,  perhaps,  a  hundred  within  a  hun- 
dred years,  most  of  them  ephemeral ;  but 
now  there  remain  only  three  needing 
consideration  in  America — Moon's  type. 
New  York  Point  and  American  Braille. 
Both  Moon's  type  as  a  stepping-stone  for 
the  aged  and  infirm,  and  a  point  type  for 
the  young  and  active,  will  always  be 
needed.  There  is,  then,  only  one  type  too 
many.  Of  course  one  of  them  is  bound 
to  disappear ;  for  this  is  the  law  of  evolu- 
tion, the  same  in  methods  and  means  of 
lighting  and  of  transportation  as  in  those 
of  reading  and  writing.  Rome  wasn't 
built  in  a  day.  The  passing  battle  of  the 
types  doesn't  trouble  me,  for  I  know 
that  competition  eliminates  defects,  brings 
out  good  qualities,  and  as  a  result  we 


have  that  which  is  fittest  to  survive. 

American  Braille,  then,  with  its  mag- 
nificent library,  unmatched  alike  in  qual- 
ity and  quantity  and  in  the  accuracy  in 
which  the  books  are  printed,  needs  no 
championing.  Contractions  and  all,  it  is 
the  best  system  in  existence ;  that  is  why 
I  work  for  it.  I  do  not  simply  favor  this 
one  point  system  more  than  another ;  but 
both  at  the  time,  because  I  have  taught 
in  schools  where  each  was  in  official  use 
and  can  read  and  write  them  all,  do  I 
feel  that  I  have  a  right  to  this  opinion. 
I  would  rather  write  this  with  a  stylus, 
the  pointed  instrument  used  by  the  blind. 

I  would  rather  not  print  my  books  so 
that  only  the  bright,  intelligent  minority 
will  read  them ;  I  should  prefer  to  print 
so  that  all  can  read  them. 


'A  GREAT  HUMAN  DOCUMENT" 


Read  by  'Sh.  Clemens  (Mark  Twain),  at  the  First  Public  Meeting  of  The  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind,  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  on  March  29,  1906. 


Written  by  HELEN  KELLER 


]\Iy  dear  J\Ir.  Clemens:  It  is  a  great 
disappointment  to  me  not  to  be  with 
you  and  the  other  friends  who  have 
joined  their  strength  to  uplift  the  blind. 
The  meeting  in  New  York  will  be  the 
greatest  occasion  in  the  movement  which 
has  so  long  engaged  my  heart ;  and  I  re- 
gret keenly  not  to  be  present  and  feel 
the  inspiration  of  living  contact  with  such 
an  assembly  of  wit,  wisdom,  and  phi- 
lanthropy. I  should  be  happy  if  I  could 
have  spelled  into  my  hand  the  words 
as  they  fall  from  your  lips,  and  receive, 
even  as  it  is  uttered,  the  eloquence  of 
our  newest  ambassador  to  the  blind.  We 
have  not  had  such  advocates  before. 
My  disappointment  is  softened  by  the 
thought  that  never  at  any  meeting  was 
the  right  word  so  sure  to  be  spoken. 
But,  superfluous  as  all  other  appeal 
must  seem  after  you  and  Mr.  Choate 
have  spoken,  nevertheless,  as  I  am  a 
woman,  I  cannot  be  silent,  and  I  ask  you 
to  read  this  letter,  knowing  it  will  be 
Hfted  to  eloquence  by  your  kindly  voice. 

To  know  what  the  blind  man  needs, 


you  who  can  see  must  imagine  what  it 
is  not  to  see,  and  you  can  imagine  it 
more  vividly  if  you  remember  that  be- 
fore your  journey's  end  you  may  have 
to  go  the  dark  way  yourself.  Try  to 
realize,  what  blindness  means  to  those 
whose  joyous  activity  is  stricken  to  in- 
activity. 

It  is  to  live  long,  long  days,  and  life 
is  made  up  of  days.  It  is  to  live  im- 
mured, baffled,  impotent,  all  God's  world 
shut  out.  It  is  to  sit  helpless,  defrauded, 
while  yoitr  spirit  strains  and  tugs  at  its 
fetters,  and  your  shoulders  ache  for  the 
burden  they  are  denied,  the  rightful  bur- 
den of  labor. 

The  seeing  man  goes  about  his  busi- 
ness confident  and  self-dependent.  He 
does  his  share  of  the  work  of  the  world 
in  mine,  in  quarry,  in  factory,  in  count- 
ing-room, asking  of  others  no  boon,  save 
the  opportunity  to  do  a  man's  part,  and 
to  receive  the  laborer's  guerdon.  In  an 
instant  accident  blinds  him.  The  day  is 
blotted  out.  Night  envelops  all  the  visi- 
ble world.    The  feet  which  once  bore 


From  a  photograph  of  her  portrait  bas-relief  of  Helen  Keller. 
Copyright,  1908,  by  Winifred  Holt, 
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him  to  his  task  with  firm  and  confident 
stride,  stumble  and  halt,  and  fear  the 
forward  step.  He  is  forced  to  a  new 
habit  of  idleness,  which  like  a  canker 
consumes  the  mind  and  destroys  its 
beautiful  faculties.  Memory  confronts 
him  with  his  lighted  past.  Amid  the 
tangible  ruins  of  his  life  as  it  promised 
to  be,  he  gropes  his  pitiful  way.  You 
have  met  him  on  your  busy  thorough- 
fares with  faltering  feet  and  outstretched 
hands,  patiently  "'dredging"  the  uni- 
versal dark,  holding  out  for  sale  his 
petty  wares,  or  his  cap  for  your  pennies ; 
and  this  was  a  man  with  ambitions  and 
capabilities. 

It  is  because  we  know  that  these  am- 
bitions and  capabilities  can  be  fulfilled 
that  we  are  working  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  adult  blind.  You  cannot 
bring  back  the  light  to  the  vacant  eyes ; 
but  you  can  give  a  helping  hand  to  the 
sightless  along  their  dark  pilgrimage. 
You  can  teach  them  new  skill.  For  work 
they  once  did  with  the  aid  of  their  eyes, 
you  can  substitute  work  that  they  can  do 
with  their  hands.  They  ask  only  oppor- 
tunity, and  opportunity  is  a  torch  in  dark- 
ness. They  crave  no  charity,  no  pension, 
but  the  satisfaction  that  comes  from 


lucrative  toil,  and  this  satisfaction  is  the 
right  of  every  human  being. 

At  }^our  meeting  New  York  will  speak 
its  word  for  the  blind,  and  when  New 
York  speaks  the  world  listens.  The 
true  message  of  New  York  is  not  the 
commercial  ticking  of  busy  telegraphs, 
but  the  mightier  utterances  of  such  gath- 
erings as  yours.  Of  late  our  periodicals 
have  been  filled  with  depressing  revela- 
tions of  great  social  evils.  Querulous 
critics  have  pointed  to  every  flaw  in  our 
civic  structure.  We  have  listened  long 
enough  to  the  pessimists.  You  once  told 
me  you  were  a  pessimist,  Mr.  Clemens ; 
but  great  men  are  usually  mistaken  about 
themselves.  You  are  an  optimist.  If 
you  were  not,  you  would  not  preside  at 
the  meeting.  For  it  is  an  answer  to  pes- 
simism. It  proclaims  that  the  heart  and 
the  wisdom  of  a  great  city  are  devoted 
to  the  good  of  mankind,  that  in  this,  the 
busiest  city  in  the  world,  no  cry  of  dis- 
tress goes  up  but  receives  a  compassion- 
ate and  generous  answer.  Rejoice  that 
the  cause  of  the  blind  has  been  heard  in 
New  York ;  for  the  day  after  it  shall  be 
heard  round  the  world. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Helen  Keller. 


A  blind  carpenter  who  has  worked  for  the  Association. 


THE  HEAVIEST  BURDEN  ON  THE  BLIND 

Address  at  the  Second  Public  Meeting  of  the  Association,  at  the   Waldorf-Astoria,  January 

15,  1907- 

By  HELEN  KELLER 


It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  speak  in 
New  York  about  the  blind.  For  New 
York  is  great  because  of  the  open  hand 
with  which  it  responds  to  the  needs  of 
the  weak  and  the  poor.  The  men  and 
women  for  whom  I  speak  are  poor  and 
weak  in  that  they  lack  one  of  the  chief 
weapons  with  which  the  human  being 
fights  his  battle.  But  they  must  not  on 
that  account  be  sent  to  the  rear.  Much 
less  must  they  be  pensioned  like  disabled 
soldiers.  They  must  be  kept  in  the  fight 
for  their  own  sake,  and  for  the  sake 
of  the  strong.  It  is  a  blessing  to  the 
strong  to  give  help  to  the  weak.  Other- 


wise there  would  be  no  excuse  for  hav- 
ing the  poor  always  with  us. 

The  help  we  give  the  unfortunate  must 
be  intelligent.  Charity  may  flow  freely 
and  yet  fail  to  touch  the  deserts  of  hu- 
man life.  Disorganized  charity  is  cred- 
itable to  the  heart,  but  not  to  the  mind. 
Pity  and  tears  make  poetry;  but  they 
do  not  raise  model  tenement-houses  or 
keep  children  out  of  factories  or  save  the 
manhood  of  blind  men.  The  heaviest 
burden  on  the  blind  is  not  blindness,  but 
idleness,  and  they  can  be  relieved  of  this 
greater  burden. 

Our  work  for  the  blind  is  practical. 
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The  Massachusetts  Commission,  your 
Association,  and  the  New  York  Commis- 
sion are  placins^  it  on  a  sincere  basis. 

The  first  task  is  to  make  a  careful 
census  of  the  blind,  to  find  out  how 
many  there  are,  how  old  they  are,  what 
are  their  circumstances,  when  they  lost 
their  sight,  and  from  what  cause.  With- 
out such  a  census  there  can  be  no  order 
in  our  work.  In  Massachusetts  this  task 
is  nearly  completed. 

The  next  step  is  to  awaken  each  town 
and  city  to  a  sense  of  its  duty  to  the 
blind.  For  it  is  the  community  where 
the  blind  man  lives  that  ultimately  de- 
termines his  success  or  his  failure.  The 
state  can  teach  him  to  work,  supply  him 
with  raw  materials  and  capital  to  start 
his  business.  But  his  fellow-citizens 
must  furnish  the  market  for  his  products 
and  give  him  the  encouragement  without 
which  no  blind  man  can  make  headway. 
They  must  do  more  than  this,  they  must 
meet  him  with  a  sympathy  that  conforms 
to  the  dignity  of  his  manhood  and  his 
capacity  for  service.  Indeed,  the  com- 
munity should  regard  it  as  a  disgrace 
for  the  blind  to  beg  on  the  street  corner 
or  receive  unearned  pensions. 

It  is  not  helpful,  in  the  long  run  it  is 
harmful,  to  buy  worthless  articles  of  the 
blind.  For  many  years  kind-hearted 
people  have  bought  futile  and  childish 
things  because  the  blind  made  them. 
Quantities  of  beadwork  that  can  appeal 
to  no  eye,  save  the  eye  of  pity,  have 
passed  as  specimens  of  the  work  of  the 
blind.  If  beadwork  had  been  studied 
in  the  schools  for  the  blind  and  super- 
vised by  competent  seeing  persons,  it 
could  have  been  made  a  profitable  in- 
dustry for  the  sightless.  I  have  exam- 
ined beautiful  beadwork  in  the  shops, 
purses,  bags,  belts,  lamp-shades,  and 
dress-trimmings,  some  of  it  very  ex- 
pensive, imported  from  France  and  Ger- 
many. Under  proper  supervision  this 
beadwork  could  be  made  by  the  blind. 
This  is  only  one  example  of  the  sort 
of  manufacture  that  the  blind  may  profit- 
ably engage  in. 

One  of  the  pricipal  objects  of  the 
movement  which  we  ask  you  to  help  is 
to  promote  good  workmanship  among 
the  sightless.  In  Boston,  in  a  fashion- 
able shopping  district,  the  Massachusetts 


Commission  has  opened  a  salesroom 
where  the  best  handicraft  of  all  the 
sightless  in  the  State  may  be  exhibited 
and  sold.  There  are  hand-woven  cur- 
tains, tablecovers,  bedspreads,  sofa-pil- 
lows, linen  suits,  rugs ;  and  the  articles 
are  of  good  design  and  workmanship. 
People  buy  them  not  out  of  pity  for  the 
maker,  but  out  of  admiration  for  the 
thing.  Orders  have  already  come  from 
Minnesota,  from  England,  from  Egypt. 
So  the  blind  of  the  New  World  have 
sent  light  into  Egyptian  darkness ! 

This  shop  is  under  the  same  roof  with 
the  salesroom  of  the  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind.  The  old  school  and  the 
new  commission  are  working  side  by  side. 
I  desire  to  see  similar  co-operation  be- 
tween the  New  York  Institution  foi* 
the  Blind  and  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion. The  true  value  of  a  school  for  the 
sightless  is  not  merely  to  enlighten  in- 
tellectual darkness,  but  to  lend  a  hand 
to  every  movement  in  the  interests  of  the 
blind.  It  is  not  enough  that  our  blind 
children  receive  a  common  school  edu- 
cation. They  should  do  something  well 
enough  to  become  wage-earners.  When 
they  are  properly  educated,  they  desire 
to  work  more  than  they  desire  ease  or 
entertainment.  If  some  of  the  blind  are 
ambitionless  and  lazy,  the  fault  lies  partly 
with  those  who  have  directed  their  edu- 
cation, partly  with  our  indolent  progeni- 
tors in  the  garden  of  Eden.  All  over 
the  land  the  blind  are  stretching  forth 
eager  hands  to  the  new  tasks  which  shall 
soon  be  within  their  reach.  They  em- 
brace labor  gladly  because  they  know  it 
is  strength. 

One  of  our  critics  has  suggested  that 
we  who  call  the  blind  forth  to  toil  are 
as  one  who  should  overload  a  disabled 
horse  and  compel  him  to  earn  his  oats. 
In  the  little  village  where  I  live,  there 
was  a  lady  so  mistakenly  kind  to  a  pet 
horse  that  she  never  broke  him  to  har- 
ness, and  fed  him  twelve  quarts  of  oats 
a  day.  The  horse  had  to  be  shot.  I  am 
not  afraid  that  we  shall  kill  our  blind 
with  kindness.  I  am  still  less  afraid 
that  we  shall  break  their  backs. 

Nay,  I  can  tell  you  of  blind  men  who 
of  their  own  accord  enter  the  sharp  com- 
petition of  business  and  put  their  hands 
zealously  to  the  tools  of  trade.    It  is  our 
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part  to  train  them  in  bushiess,  to  teach 
them  to  use  their  tools  skillfully.  Be- 
fore this  Association  was  thought  of, 
blind  men  had  given  examples  of  energy 
and  industry,  and  with  such  examples 
shining  in  the  dark  other  blind  men  will 
not  be  content  to  be  numbered  among 
those  who  will  not,  or  cannot  carry  bur- 
den on  shoulder  or  tool  in  hand,  those 
who  know  not  the  honor  of  hard-won 
independence. 

The  new  movement  for  the  blind  rests 
on  a  foundation  of  common  sense.  It 
is  not  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  sentimen- 
talist's dream.  We  do  not  believe  that 
the  blind  should  be  segregated  from  the 
seeing,  gathered  together  in  a  sort  of 
Zion  City,  as  has  been  done  in  Roumania 
and  attempted  in  Iowa.  We  have  no 
queen  to  preside  over  such  a  city.  Amer- 
ica is  a  democracy,  a  multi-monarchy, 
and  the  city  of  the  blind  is  everywhere. 
Each  community  should  take  care  of 
its  own  blind,  provide  employment  for 
them,  and  enable  them  to  work  side  by 
side  with  the  seeing.  We  do  not  expect 
to  find  among  the  blind  a  disproportion- 
ate number  of  geniuses.  Education  does 
not  develop  in  them  remarkable  talent. 


Like  the  seeing  man  the  blind  man  may 
be  a  philosopher,  a  mathematician,  a  lin- 
guist, a  seer,  a  poet,  a  prophet.  But  be- 
lieve me,  if  the  light  of  genius  burns 
within  him,  it  will  burn  despite  his  in- 
firmity, and  not  because  of  it.  The  lack 
of  one  sense — or  two — never  helped  a 
human  being.  We  should  be  glad  of 
the  sixth  or  the  sixteenth  sense  with 
which  our  friends  and  the  newspaper 
reporters,  more  generous  than  nature, 
are  wont  to  endow  us.  To  paraphrase 
Mr.  Kipling,  we  are  not  heroes,  and  we 
are  not  cowards  too.  We  are  ordinary 
folk  limited  by  an  extraordinary  inca- 
pacity. If  we  do  not  always  succeed  in 
our  undertakings,  even  with  assistance 
from  friends,  we  console  ourselves  with 
the  thought  that  in  the  vast  company  of 
the  world's  failures  is  many  a  sound  pair 
of  eyes ! 

I  appeal  to  you,  give  the  blind  man 
the  assistance  that  shall  secure  for  him 
complete  or  partial  independence.  He  is 
blind,  and  falters.  Therefore  go  a  little 
more  than  half-way  to  meet  him.  Re- 
member, however  brave  and  self-reliant 
he  is,  he  will  always  need  a  guiding  hand 
in  his. 
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GIFTS  FOR  ENDOWMENT  FUND 


Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T   $1000.00 

Potter,  Mrs.  Henry  C   1000.00 

Phipps,  Henry    1000.00 

t  Wells,  Mrs.  John   1000.00 

t  Bryce,  Miss  Edith   500.00 

Potts,  Thomas   500.00 

Jencks,  Francis  M   250.00 

Dennison,  Miss  Emily   120.00 


t  Caroline  Metcalf  Fund.  Restricted  to  Home 


Grasse,  Edwin    $100.00 

Nichols,  J.  W.  T   100.00 

Costello,   Harr}'   50.00 

Frissell,  Algernon  S   20.00 

Kelsey,  Miss  Rosalie   5.00 

Hassell,   Wallace   i.oo 


Total   $5646.00 


Teaching. 


LIFE  MEMBERS 

A  Donation  of  $500.00  at  one  time  constitutes  a  Life  Member. 

Bryce,  Miss  Edith  Potts,  Thomas 

Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T.  Schifif,  Jacob  H. 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Willis  Tiffany,  Louis  C. 

Loeb,  James  Wells,  Mrs  John 

Low,  Mrs.  Seth  Warburg,  Felix  M. 

Phipps,  Henry  Ziegler,  Mrs.  William 


DONATIONS  IN  KIND 

The  Association  gratefully  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  clothing,  reading  matter,  services, 
and  miscellaneous  articles,  from  the  following  donors  during  the  yeSr  ending  October  30th. 
1907: 


Mrs.  J.  H.  Lee,  Ossining.  N.  Y. 

Remington  typewriter.  October.  igo6. 
Mr.  A.  R.  Stockwell.  Calcutta.  India. 

Remington  typewriter.  May.  1907. 
Miss  Fanny  Elkins,  1375  Dean  St.,  Brooklyn. 
N.  Y. 

Remington  typewriter. 
Remington  Co.,  January,  1907. 

Typewriter  per  Mr.  Seal. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Meeker.  Rahway.  N.  J. 

Bible  in  raised  type,  October,  1906. 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Hughes.  New  York  Mills.  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y. 

New  Testament  in  raised  type. 
Book  from  Mrs.  D.  Willis  James. 
Mr.  M.  C.  Migel  refreshments  to  Men's  Club 

since  its  foundation. 
Mr.  Paul  Warburg. 

Upright  Piano.  April,  1907. 
Mrs.  William  H.  Bliss. 

Orchestrelle,  August,  1907. 


CLOTHES. 

Prof.  Charles  F.  Chandler,  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Henry  Pumyea,  New  Brunswick  N.  J. 

Mr.  Francis  Ehrich  Ward,  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Roland  Holt.  New  Y^ork  City. 

Dr.  John  I.  Middleton,  New  York  City. 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Beatty,  Suffern.  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Francis  M.  Jencks,  New  York  City. 

Mrs.  Alexander  C.  Rogers,  New  York  City. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Billings,  New  York  City. 

Delicacies  sent  to  ill  (blind)  in  hospitals,  food 
contributed  to  needy  in  their  homes  by  an 
anonymous  Friend.  T.  C.  B..  Mrs.  K.  R.  N., 
D.  F.  R..  and  others. 

CHRISTM.\S  DINNERS.  I906. 

Mrs.  Clarke.  Miss  Ella  Mabel  Clark. 

Dr.  Samuel  Bishop.      Mr.  James  H.  Hamilton. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Abbott,  Dr.  Lyman   $  45-00 

Adams,  Benjamin  Haywood   lo.oo 

Adams,  Mrs.  Thatcher  I\i   iio.oo 

Ackerman,  Ernest  R   5.00 

Aft'elder,  Louis  J   5.00 

Agnew,  Mrs.  Cornehus  R   5.00 

Alexander,  J.  Henry   35-00 

Andrews,  Constant  A   10.00 

Anonymous    5^4-50 

Archbold,  Mrs.  John  D   25.00 

Arkusch,  Reuben   25.00 

Arnstein,  Eugene   10.00 

Atwater,  Miss  Aiana  A   10.00 

Aubel,  VV.  H   S-OO 

Auchincloss,  Mrs.  Edgar  S   10.00 

Auchincloss,  Dr.  Hugh  ^   5.00 

Avery,  S.  P  *   10.00 

Aviritt,  Mrs.  Lizzie   i.oo 

Bacon,  Mrs.  Selden   10.00 

Bailey,  Airs.  Pierce   5.00 

Barclay,  Mrs.  James  L   35-00 

Bard.  Albert  S   5.00 

Barker,  Edward  Day   i.oo 

Barnes,  Herbert  S   5.00 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Henry  Burr   io.oo 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Joseph   15  00 

Barnes,  Miss  Kora  F   260.00 

Barnes,  Miss  Alildred   25.00 

Barnett,  Mrs.  Frances   5.00 

Barr,  Mrs.  William  R   10.00 

Barrows,  Mrs.  A.  H   5.00 

Barrows,  Miss  Louise   5.00 

Bates,  Mrs.  Charles  K   IS-OO 

Bates,  Miss  Edith   5.00 

Bates,  Mrs.  Alargaret  K   5.00 

Bauniann,  D.  K.  E   2.00 

Baxley,  Mrs.  W.  A   5.00 

Beadleston,  Mrs.  W.  H   5.00 

Beatty.  Mrs.  Robert  C   35-00 

Beer,  Mrs.  Julius   10.00 

Behre,  Miss  Annie  M   5.00 

Bell,  Frank  H   2.00 

Beller,  Abraham    5.00 

Bement,  Miss  Harriet   10.00 

Benjamin.  Mrs.  Eastburn   10.00 

Benjamin,  Mrs.  John   10.00 

Berger,  George  A   i.oo  , 

Berwind,  Airs.  E.  J   10.00 

Biedler,  Ashby  L   i.oo 

Biffart,  A   30.00 

Billings,  Aliss  Elizabeth   105.00 

Billings,  Miss  Elizabeth  (for  Special 

Fund)    100.00 

Billings,  Mrs.  Frederick   20.00 

Bingham,   Airs   i.oo 

Bishop,  Dr.  Samuel   i.oo 

Bissell,  Mrs.  Charles  R   15  00 

Bjorksten,   William   i.oo 

Black.  Mrs.  James  D   10.00 

Blakiston,  Aliss  Emma   10.00 

Blauvelt,  Aliss  Anna  H   5.00 

Bliss,  William  H   50.00 

Bloomingdale,  Airs.  Joseph  B   10.00 

Bohnet,  Miss  Lillian   2.00 


Bonham,  Miss  Eleanor   $  25.00 

Bonnett,  C.  J.,  for  Kobbe  &  Co   5.00 

Booraem,  Robert  E   25.00 

Borgfeldt  &  Co   25.00 

Bossange,  E.  Raymond   10.00 

Bourne,  Aliss  Emily  H   20.00 

Boville,  R.  G   5.00 

Bowdoin,  Airs.  George  S   20.00 

Brace,  Airs.  C.  B   i.oo 

Bradley,  S.  B   300.00 

Braun,  Aliss  Alary   5.00 

Brewster,  Airs.  Benj  anil  n   7  5- 00 

Brewster,  George  S   50.00 

Bridgman,  Aliss  Alarion  C   10.00 

Brown,  Aliss  Augusta  W   7.00 

Brown,  Aliss  Elsie   5.00 

Browne,  J.  Howard  &  Co   5.00 

Bryce,  Miss  Cornelia  L   25.00 

Bryce,  Airs.  Lloyd  Stevens   110.00 

Bryce,  Aliss  Alary  T   220.00 

Bulkley,  Edwin  AI   50.00 

Bulkley,  Airs.  Edwin  Al   50.00 

Bunce,  James  H.,  Jr   25.00 

Burlinganie,  Airs.  E.  L   5.0a 

Burlingham,  Charles  C   20.00 

Butler,  Charles  S   10.00 

Butler,  Airs.  Prescott  Hall   10.00 

Button,  Aliss  A.  L   10.00 

Campbell,  C.  F.  F   5.00 

Campbell,  Truman  W   10.00 

Candler,  Flamen  B   5.00 

Caplan,  Jacob   5.00 

Carter,  Airs.  Ernest  Trow   5.00 

Carter,  Rev.  Samuel  T   60.00 

Carnegie,  Andrew   250.00 

Cary,  Airs.  Alelbert  B   7.00 

Chamberlain,  Rev.  Leander  C   10.00 

Chapin,  Airs.  Alfred   1500 

Chapman,  Airs.  Henry  G   35-00 

Cheney,  Airs.  Frank  W   25.00 

Church,  Mrs.  B.  S   10.00 

Clark,  Aliss  Ella  Alabel   60.00 

Clark,  Rev.  John  L   10.00 

Clark,  Airs.  Louis  Crawford   20.00 

Clark,  Stephen  Carleton   25.00 

Clarke,  J.  G   10.00 

Clay,  Thomas  S   5.00 

Clemens,  Samuel  Langhorne   5.00 

Clyde,  Airs.  William  P   10.00 

Coddington,  Aliss  Emily   5.00 

Coe,  W.  R   50.00 

Coffin,  Edmund    10.00 

Cohen,  Aliss  Etta...^   5.00 

Colding,  Mrs.  Henry  S   10.00 

Colfelt,  Airs.  Rebecca  AI   150.00 

Collier,  Airs.  Robert  J   25.00 

Collord,  Air.  &  Airs.  G.  W   100.00 

Committee  for  Tickets  for  the  Blind.  .  400.00 

*  Conway,  Dr.  Aloncure  D   5.00 

Comey,  Airs.  John  T   25.00 

Corning,  Christopher    5.00 

Cpudert.  Airs.  Frederick  R   2.00 

Crawford,   Andrew   5.00 

Cravath,  Mrs.  Paul  D   4500 
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Cress,  Miss  Cornelia   $  12.00 

Crittenden,  Mrs.  Walter   2.00 

Crocker,  Mrs.  Frank  L   7.00 

Crouse,  Benjamin  F   5.00 

Culver,  Dr.  C.  M   10.00 

Curtis,  Mrs.  F.  Kingsbury   5.00 

Curtis  Memorial  Fund  Committee....  164.83 

Curry,  Jonathan  B.  (for  Speci:il  Fund)  2.00 

Dagnea,  Thomas  C   10.00 

Daly,  Mrs.  Marcus   20.00 

Damrosch,  Mrs.  Walter   10.00 

Dana,  Frank   5.00 

Davidson,  Mrs.  M   10.00 

Davies,  W.  W   5.00 

Davis,  Casper  &  Co   5.00 

Davis,  Miss  Mary  F   i5-oo 

Day,  Mrs.  Henry  Mills   20.00 

Dearborn,  David  B   5.00 

<le  Coppet,  Edward  J   50.00 

■de  Geer,  Charles   10.00 

Delafield,  Mrs.  John  R   15.00 

de  la  Mott,  Mrs.  Anna   i.oo 

Denny,  Miss  A.  L   25.00 

de  Jardin,  Fernand   10.00 

de  Raaskoff.  Mrs.  Harald   2.00 

Dickinson,  Asa  D   2.00 

Dinsmore,  George  W   10.00 

Dixon,  Miss  E.  P   2.50 

Dodge,  Arthur  Douglas   50.00 

godge,  Cleveland  H   150.00 

odge,  Mrs.  Cleveluid  H   35.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Elizabeth  W   50.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Grace  H   50.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Julia  P   80.00 

Dodge,  Mrs.  William  E   50.00 

L.  T.  Dommerich  &  Co   10.00 

Douglas,  Walter  L   20.00 

Draper,  Mrs.  Henry   20.00 

Drummond,  Miss  Grace  Lee   2.00 

Dudley,  Mrs.  W.  Mayo   5.00 

Duncan,  Miss  Gertrude  J   35  oo 

Duncan,  Miss  Grace  Lee   5.00 

Dunham,  Mrs.  Carroll   20.00 

Duryee,  Miss  Amy   4.00 

Dwight,  Frederick    5.00 

Dwight,  John  E   25.00 

Dwight,  Mrs.  S.  T   10.00 

Earle,  J.  Walter   10.00 

Eaton,  Frederick  H   10.00 

Edgell,  Mrs.  George  S   15.00 

Edwards,  George  F   1. 00 

Eiseman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam   10.00 

Ely,  Hon.  Smith   100.00 

Emerson,  Mrs.  W.  K.  B   5.00 

Emmett,  Miss  Lydia  Field   5.00 

Emmett.  Mrs.  William  J   5.00 

Emmons,  Arthur  B   100.00 

Emmons,  Mrs.  A.  B   30.00 

Engler,  Adolph   5.00 

Erbsloh,  Mrs.  Rudolph   5.00 

Erdman,  Dr.  Seward   10.00 

Evans.  Miss  Clara  V   5.00 

Ewart,  Richard   200.00 

Fabbri,  Mrs.  Ernesto  G   10.00 

Fackler,  David  Parks                    ...  10.00 


Farley,  His  Grace,  Archbishop   $  25.00 

Farrell,  Miss  Fannie   7.00 

Feiber,  Samuel  L   6.00 

Field,  Mrs.  William  Osgood   5.00 

Fleming,  C.  H   5.00 

Floerisheim,  Albert    2.00 

Floerisheim,  Herman    2.00 

Floerisheim,  Samuel    5.00 

Floyd,  William    15.00 

Folger,  Miss  Annie  B   2.00 

Forbes,  Mrs.  J.  AI   5.00 

Ford,  Mrs.  Paul  L   15  00 

Fowler,  A.  A   25.00 

Fowler,  Miss  Emily  A   7.00 

Franke,  W.  A   15.00 

Franken,   Leo   5.00 

Freid,  Harry    2.00 

Friend,  M.  B   i.oo 

Frissell,  Algernon  S   20.00 

Fuller,  Miss  Emma  L   5.00 

Gerard,  Victor    30.00 

Gerry,  Robert  L   25.00 

Gilder,  Richard  Watson   65.00 

Gildersleeve,  Raleieh  Coleston   15  00 

Gilman,  Mrs.  F.  B   2.00 

Goddard,  Mrs.  J.  Warren   5.00 

Goetchius,  Mrs.  J.  Milton   10.00 

Goldberg  &  Stock   5.00 

Goldschmidt,  Julius    110.00 

Colston,  Al    25.00 

Goldston,  Philip    2.00 

Goldthwaite,  Miss  Lucy  E   5.00 

Goodhart,  Philip  J   10.00 

Goodrich,  Mrs.  David  M   2.00 

Goodwin,  Mrs.  James  J   25.00 

Gordon,  Mrs.  Frances   3.00 

Gould,  Miss  Helen  Aliller   25.00 

Gould,  Miss  Mary  S   20.00 

Grace  Church   20.00 

Graves.  V.  R   5.00 

"Grace"    5  00 

Gray,  Neil,  Jr   5.00 

Griswold,  Mrs.  Chester   15.00 

Haffard,  Thomas  A   10.00 

Hagen,  Mrs.  Winston  H   5.00 

Hague,  James  D   20.00 

Hague,  J^liss  Lucy  T   5.00 

Hahn,   Alfred   5-00 

Hahn.  Jacob   ?.ro 

Hall,  Charles  M   5-0° 

Halsey,  Mrs.  Frederick  R   50.00 

Halstead,  E.  Bayard   10.00 

Hamilton,  Fannie  H   5  00 

Hamilton,  James  H   10.00 

Hamilton,  Mrs.  William  P   25.00 

Hammond,  Mrs.  John  Hays   10.00 

Hapgood,  Miss  Lilian   i.oo 

Harkness,  Edward  S   100.00 

Harper,  Mrs.  Joseph  W   22.00 

Harriman,  Mrs.  E.  H   25.00 

Harris,  Mrs.  R.  B   500 

Harris,  L.  W   500 

.Harris,  Victor    10.00  • 

'Hart,  William  Howard   15.00 

Harwood,  Miss  Charlotte   25.00 

Hasslacher,  Jacob    5  00 

Hay,  Mrs.  John   100.00 
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Hays,  Mrs.  David  T   $  lo.co 

Hedge,  Miss  Louise  J   2.00 

Heineman,  Charles   500 

Hemans,  Miss  Ida  M   i.oo 

Henderson,  Edward  Cairns   5  00 

Hendrick,  Mrs.  El  wood   5  00 

Henry,  Mrs.  Howard  H   5  00 

Herrick,  Miss  C.  K   5  00 

Herrman,  Mrs.  E.sther   500 

Herter,  Mrs.  Albert   5  00 

Hewitt,  Mrs.  Abram  S   10.00 

Hewitt,  Miss  Eleanor  G   lo.ou 

Hewitt,  Mrs.  E.  R   25.00 

Hill,  Mrs.  F.  T   25.00 

Hill,  Mrs.  Percival  S   50.00 

Hills,  Miss  Emily   10.00 

Hinds,  W.  E   5  00 

Hirst,   Miss  Gertrude   2.00 

Hitchcock,  Dr.  (In  Memory  of)   20.00 

Hodgkins,  T.  R   300 

Hoe.   Mrs.   Robert   20.00 

Hoffman,  Mrs.  E.  A   50.00 

Hoffman,  Samuel  Verplanck   60.00 

Hoffstot,  Mrs.  Frank   10.00 

Holbrook,  E.  H   5  00 

Holden,  Dr.  Ward  A   10.00 

Holman,  L.  M   5  00 

Holt,  Charles    12.00 

Holt,  Miss  E.  P   1.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  L.  Emmett   10.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  George  C   2.00 

Hoppin,  Miss  Frances  S   3-C'O 

Hopkins,  Mrs.  James  H   .  10.00 

Hosmer,  Mrs.  E.  De  P   80.00 

Houghton,  Mrs.  Walter  E   10.00 

Howard.  William  E   5.00 

Howe,  Dr.  Lucien....   10.00 

Hull.  Miss  B.  W   5-00 

Hunter.  Mrs.  Arthur  M   5.C0 

Hubbard,  Gen.  Thomas  H   100.00 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  Thomas  H   10.00 

Hyde,  Thomas    10.00 


Isham,  Miss  Flora  E  

*  Isham,  Mrs.  William  B. 


  10.00 

  500 

Jackson,  Miss  Laura   .25 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Willis   545-00 

James,  Mrs.  Walter  B   5.00 

Jencks,  Francis  M   100.00 

Jenkins.  Mrs.  G.  Walker   25.00 

Jessup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   35-00 

Jewett,  Mrs.  G.  L   5.00 

Joline,  Mrs.  Adrian  H   5.00 

Jones,  Miss  Anna  Maxwell   5.00 

Jones.  C.  W.  &  Co   5.00 

Johnson,  Frank  Coit   10.00 

Johnson.  Miss  H.  B   2,00 

Johnson,  Miss  Mary  Truxton   10.00 

Kahle.  Marcel    2.00 

Kane,  Mrs.  Delancey   10.00 

Kane.  Mr.  John  1   100.00 

Kaufman.   The   Misses   9.00 

Kaye,  Charles  M   5.00 

Kellogg,  Miss  Emma   5.00 

Kelsey,  Clarence  H   30.00 

Kennedy.  John  Stewart   100.00 

Keyes,  Miss  Helen   i.oo 


Kidder,  Mrs.  A.  M   $  50.00 

Kidder.  Edward  H   10.00 

Kimball,  H.  G   50.00 

Kingsland,  Mrs.  George  L   10.00 

Kingsley,  Mrs.  Harry  S   5.00 

Knapp,  Dr.  Arnold   30.00 

Knapp,  Dr.  Herman   30.00 

Knight,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Knoepke,  August. 


  1500 

  500 

Knoepke,  Airs.  William   10.00 

  I.oo 

  500 


Koffman,  Samuel 
Kullman,  Herbert. 

Ladd,  W.  W   s.oo 

Ladd,  Mrs.  W.  W   5.00 

Lane,  Miss  F.  A   5.00 

Langdon,  Woodburv  G   20.00 

Lauterbach.  Mrs.  Edward   25.00 

Laur,  A.  E   i.oo 

Lawrence,  Miss  Caroline  T   20.00 

Lawrence.  John  B   25.00 

Lawrence.   ]\Irs.  John   B   45-00 

Leavitt.  John   Brooks   20.00 

Levi.  Edward   2.00 

Levy.  A.  vV   2.00 

Levy.  Emil    5.00 

Levy.  Ephralm  B   20.00 

Lewis,  Dr.  F.  Parke   25.00 

Liebman,  Mrs.  Adolph   15.00 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  Lowell   5.00 

Lindley,    Willard    P   50.00 

Linton,  ]\Iiss  Florence  M   5.00 

Little,  G.  C   2.00 

Lloyd,  Herbert  M   5.00 

Lockwood,  Benoni    5.00 

Lockwood.  Mrs.  Ellen  M   5.00 

Loeb.  James    500.00 

Loewenthal.  David    2.00 

Loewenthal.  Irwin  S   2.00 

Loines.   Mrs.   Stephen   30.00 

Lord.   Mrs.   Daniel   10.00 

Lord.  Airs.  George  De  Forest   13500 

Lorentzen.  Mrs.  C.  C   5.00 

Lorton,  F.  M   2.00 

Low,  C.  Adolph   10.00 

Low,  Mrs.  Seth   550.00 

Low,    Hon.   Seth   200.00 

Ludlow,  E.  T   10.00 

Lummis.  William   10.00 


Luqueer.  Mrs.  Lea  Mcllvaine   25.00 

Lyman.  Miss  Mary  T  

Lyon,  Aliss  Louise  A  


McClellan.  Mrs.  George  B  

McCarthy.  D.  (For  Special  Case). 
McElree.  Mrs.  Sarah  

*  Mcintosh.  Mrs.  John  B  

McKee.  J.  Milford  

McLane,  Mrs.  Adelaide  

McLean,  Mrs.  James  

McMahon,  Fulton   

McManus,  Mrs.  Catherine  

McMartin.  Malcolm  

McNair.  Mrs.  George  

Macy.  Mrs.  V.  Everitt  

Magill.   Mrs.  A  

*  Mairs,  Mrs.  John  D  

Mallinson,  H.  R  

Mansfield,   Mrs.  Richard  


I.oo 
5-00 

10.00 
50.00 
5.00 
5-00 
5 -00 
2.06 
25.00 
5-00 
56.00 
10.00 
I.oo 
20.00 
10.00 
15.00 
10.00 
10.00 
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Marsh,  E.  W   $  5.00 

Martin,   Mrs.  Bradley,    Jr   25.00 

Martin,  Mrs.  Edmund  Howard   5.00 

Martin,  W.  M   45  00 

Mason,  Miss  C.  E   i.oo 

Massey,  Miss   Helen   100.00 

Mathesen,  Mrs.  William  J   10.00 

May,  Mrs.  B   25.00 

Meager,  Mrs.  Joseph  B   10.00 

Meeker,  Miss  Mary  E   45-00 

Meigs,  John   50.00 

Meigs,  Airs.  Titus  B   5.00 

Merriam,  Miss  Annie  L   5.00 

Merrill,  Mrs.  Pay  son   10.00 

Meyer,  Benjamin  F   2.00 

Meyer,  Mrs.  O.   E   20.00 

Migel,  M.  C   450.00 

Miller  &  Co   5.00 

Mitchell,    Mrs.    Alfred   200.00 

Mitchell,   Alfred   40.00 

Mitchell,  Charles  F   5.00 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  Edward   5.00 

Montant,  Alphonse    10.00 

Moon,  Aliss  Aimee  0   2.00 

Moore,  Miss  Faith   25.00 

Moran,  Airs.  Daniel  E   10.00 

Moran,  Miss  Nina  A   20.00 

Morawitz,  Victor   100.00 

Morgan,  Aliss  Anne  T   25.00 

Alorgan,  Miss  Caroline  L   50.00 

Morgan,  E.  W   2.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  Henry  J   10.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Ursula  J   25.00 

Morgan,  W.   Rodgers   2.00 

Morrison,    Charles   King   20.00 

Morrison,  Mrs.  E.  A   5.00 

Mortimer,  Mrs.  H.  C   10.00 

*  Mortimer,  Mrs.  W.  T   10.00 

Morton,  Mrs   25.00 

Moses,  Mrs.  James   10.00 

Moses,  Miss  Vera  McT   10.00 

Muller.  Paul    500 

Mussehl,  Rudolph    i.oo 

Myers,  Katherine    2.00 

Mygatt,  Mrs.  S.  M   20.00 

Nash,  Miss  Mary  McK   2.00 

Nathan,  Marcus    2.00 

Nelson,  Rev.  George  F   10.00 

Nelson,  Miss  Violet   10.00 

Nesmith.  Mrs.  Benjamin  1   5.00 

Nevvcomb,  Dr.  James  E   2.00 

Newcomb,  Mrs.  James  E   2.00 

Newcomer,  Miss  Margaret   10.00 

Newton,  Mrs.  Francis   25.00 

Nichols,  John  W.  T   35.00 

Nichols,  Mrs.  William  Oilman   10.00 

Nichols,  William  J   25.00 

Nicoll,  Mrs.  Benjamin   lo.co 

Noyes.  Airs.  Henry  D   30.00 

Ogden,  Airs.  Clara  B   5.00 

Olcott,  Dudley    2.00 

Olyphant.  Aliss  Anne  E.   i.oo 

Olyphant,   Robert  Alorrison   10.00 

O'Neil-Adams  Co    15.00 

Oothout,  Airs.  William   5.00 

Opdyke.  Mrs.  Emerson   i5-00 

Opdyke,  Leonard  E   35-00 


Osb  orne.  Airs.  William  Church   $  20. 00' 

Otis,  Airs.  George  L   20.00- 

Otis,  Airs.  William  K   5.00^ 

Overacker,  Aliss  AI.  L   2.50 

Palmer,  Airs.  J.  E   2.00 

Parkin,  Aliss  M    5.00 

Parsons,  William  Barclay   10.00 

Partridge,  Dr.  Edward  L   5.00 

Peabody,  Airs.  Arthur  J   7.00 

Peabody,  Airs.  Charles  A   10.00 

Peabody,  Stephen   10.00 

Pearson,  Airs.  Frederick   5.00 

Pearson,  L.  J   10.00 

Peckham,  Dr.  H.  Van  B   i.oo 

Penfold,   Aliss   lO.oO' 

Penfold,  Edmund   25.00 

Peterson,  Nelson    4.95 

Phillips.  Charles  G   5.00 

Phillips,   Walter   P   10.00 

Phipps,    Henry   800.00 

Pilgrim,  Dr.  Charles  W   lO.oO' 

Plaut,  Aliss  Blanche  E   5.00 

Polhemus,    Aliss   R.  A   10.00 

Potter,  Rt.  Rev.  H.  C   20.00 

Potter,  Airs.  R.  Burnside   5.00 

Porter,  Airs.  Clarence   5.C0 

Powell,  Thomas  Reed   2.00 

Pract  ical  Waist  Co   5-0O' 

Prentice,  Airs.  E.  Parmelee   25.00 

Price,   Airs.   Bruce   50.00 

Price,  George  Bacon   2.00 

Price,  Joseph  Al   2.00 

Price,  Airs.  Joseph  AI   2.00 

Prime,  Aliss  Alary  R   20.00 

Proctor,  Airs.  Pauline   5.00 

Pumpelly,  Raphael   15.00 

Purdy,  Airs.  William  AI   10.00 

Pumyea,  Henry   2.00 

Pyne,  Airs.  Aloses  Taylor   25.00 

Rankin,  Dr.  Egbert  G   2.00- 

Ransome,  Airs.  Warren  A   2.C0 

Ranch,  Mrs.  William   20.00 

Reichett.  Henry    5.00 

Reed.  Aliss  Elizabeth  E   4.00' 

Reed.  Latham  G   5.00 

Reeve.  Airs.  F.  C   5.00 

Rhoades.  Aliss  Cornelia  H   25.00 

*  Rhoades,   John   Harsen   25.00 

Rhoades,  John  Harsen,  Jr   20.00 

Rhodes,  Aliss  Bertha  Al   10.00 

Richard,  Aliss  E   30.00 

Richards,  Airs.  Perle  Pierce   10.00 

Richardson,  Airs.  George  H   25.00 

Richmond.  W.  S   5.00 

Riggs,  Airs.  George  C   10.00 

Riggs.  George  W   5.00 

Riis,  Jacob    5.00 

Robbins,  Aliss  Harriet  L   5.00 

Roberts,  Airs.  E.  L   2.00 

Roberts,  Alark  F   5.00 

Robertson,  Julius   10.00 

Robinson,   Douglas   10.00 

Robinson.  Miss  Alary  P   2.00 

Roelker,  Airs.  A..  Jr   5.00 

Rogers,  Aliss  Flora  C   50.00' 

Rogers.   Francis   20.0O' 

Rollins,  E.  A   5.00^ 
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Rollins,  M.  J   $  i.oo 

Roman,  Charles  H   30.00 

Roman,  George  E   2.00 

Roosevelt,  Mrs.  J.  West   25.00 

Roosevelt,  W.  E   .2500 

Rosenberg,  Milton  J   5.00 

Rowland,  Amory  E   10.00 

Rutherford,  Walter    5.00 

Sachs,  Edward    2.00 

Sahler,  Mrs.  D.  Du  Bois   10.00 

Saint  Gaudens,  Mrs.  Augustus   20.00 

Salmon,  Charles    5.00 

Sands,  Mrs.  W.  L   10.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  G.  B   10.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  Herbert  L   180.00 

Sawyer,  Mrs.  A.  H   50.00 

Scarborough,  Mrs.  Charles  R   20.00 

Scantlebury.  E    2.00 

Schafer,  Mrs.  Carl   15.00 

Schermerhorn,  F.  A   100.00 

Schieffelen,  Mrs.  H.  M   100.00 

Schiff,  Jacob  H   2000.00 

Schley,  Mrs.  J.  M   10.00 

Schmidt,  Miss  Florence   25.00 

Schnabel,  Miss  Laura   15.00 

Schurz,  Miss  Agathe   25.00 

*  Schurz,  Hon.  Carl   20.00 

Schurz,  Miss  Mariana   10.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Georgina   10.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Louise  Lee   20.00 

Schwab,   Mrs.  Herman   20.00 

Scott,  Miss  Louise  B   10.00 

Scribner,  Mrs.  Arthur   10.00 

Seaman,  Dr.  L.  L   30.00 

Searle,  Miss  M.  A   2.00 

Seligman,  Alfred   10.00 

Seligman  &  Co   25.00 

Seligman,   Isaac  N   100.00 

Seligman,  Mrs.  Isaac  N   12.00 

Semmel,  Herman    2.00 

Shainwald,  Mrs.  Ralph  (For  Special 

Fund)    25.00 

Shainwald,  Mrs.  Ralph   10.00 

Shallcross,  Cecil  F  '. . .  .  2.00 

Shaw,  Mrs.  W.  D   5.00 

Shepherd,     Miss     Mary     W.  (For 

Special  Fund)    30.00 

Shepherd,  Miss  Mary  W   25.00 

Shumard,  A.  Frank   5.00 

Sibley,    Mrs.    Hiram    (For  Special 

Case)    50.00 

Siegel-Cooper  (competition)   25.00 

Silverman,  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph   2.00 

Simes,  Miss  N.  S.  M   5.00 

Simoff  &  Davidson   5.00 

Simon,  E    1.25 

Singer,  Mrs.  Mortimer  M   25.00 

Singer,  M.  &  Co   5.00 

*  Skinner,  Charles  M   15  00 

Slade,  Miss  Mabel   100.00 

Sloane,  Mrs.  William  M   10.00 

Smith,  Mrs,  Alexander   10.00 

Smith,  Mrs,  Cornelius  B   5.00 

Smith,  Miss  Lillian  S   2,00 

Smith,  Mrs,  M,  E   5,00 

Solomon,  Ellis   5,00 


Special      Donation      (For  Special 


Fund)   $2000,00 

Speyer,  Mrs.  jSmes   10,00 

Spicer,  Miss  Annie  C   10,00 

Stahlschmidt,  A.  E   5,00 

Slandish,  Miss  Catherine  L   20,00 

Steinberg,   Morris  A   5.00 

Stern,  Benjamin  '   25.00 

Stetson,  Francis  Lynde   150,00 

Stetson,  Mrs.  Francis  Lynde   200.00 

Stevens,  Miss  Catherine   25.00 

Stevens,  Mrs.  John  Rhinelander   10.00 

Stevenson,  Miss  Elizabeth   50.00 

Stillman,  Charles   100.00 

Stillman,  Mrs.  Charles   25.00 

Stilman.  Mrs.  James   10.00 

Stimson,  Dr.  L.  A   25.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  Anson  Phelps   100.00 

Stokes,  Miss  Caroline  Phelps   50.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  I.  N.  Phelps   5.00 

Stokes,  Mr.  James   14.00 

Stokes  Mrs.  James   10.00 

Stone,  The  Misses   50.00 

Stone,  Mrs.  A.  B   15.00 

Stout,  Mrs.  C.  H   2.00 

Strauss,   Frederick   10.00 

Strauss,  Percy  Selden   10.00 

Strickland,  Mrs.  J.  E   5.00 

Strong,  Mrs.  J.  R   8.00 

Strong,  Theron  G   20.00 

Sullivan,  Airs.  Algernon  Sydney   5.00 

Sutherland,  James   50.00 

Swift,  Mrs.  Frederick   5,00 

Swift,  Z    64,90 

Switzer,  J.  G   5.C0 

Swords,  Miss  P.  Caroline   10.00 

Sykes.  McCready    5.00 

Sykes,  Mrs.  M.  1   3.00 

Talmadge,  Henry   10.00 

Tatham,  Miss  Isabel  ,   2.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Earl  W   100.00 

Taylor.  Mrs.  Robert  C   5.00 

Tefft,  Mrs.  Erastus  T   5.00 

Tesla.  Nikola   10.00 

Thatcher,  Mi'-s  Henrietta  F   5.00 

Thalman.  Mrs.  Ernest   5.00 

Thian.   P.    E   40.00 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Ludlow   5.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Frederick  F   100.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  J.  H   i.oo 

Thorne.  Jonathan   25.00 

Thorne,  Mrs.  Jonathan   75-00 

Thorne,  Mrs.  Samuel.  Jr   5.00 

Tiffany.  Miss  Hilda  G   25.00 

Tiffany,  Louis  C   500,00 

Tiffany     &     Co,     (H,     C,  Moore, 

Treas.)    50,00 

Tilley.  Mrs,  John   10,00 

Titus,  Miss  Mary  G   100 

Tobias,  Blume    2.00 

Tobias,  Joseph  M   S-OO 

Tod.  Mrs.  J   Kennedy   10,00 

Tompkins,  Mrs.  William  W   25.00 

Townsend.  George    10.00 

Townsend.  Mrs.  J.  P   5-00 

Townsend,  Miss  Virginia  F   5.00 
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Trotter.  Theodore  V.  A.  '   $  5.00 

Trow,  Miss  Frederica  W  ,   4.00 

Tuckman,  Mrs.  Alfred   .35  00 

Tvickerman,  Bayard    10.00 

Tuckerman,  Mrs.  Paul   10.00 

Turnbull,  Mrs.   Ramsay   10.00 

Turner,   Mrs.   Herbert  B   20.00 

Turner,  John  C   10.00 

Tytus,  Miss  Grace  S.  H   5.00 

Underwood,  Miss  Blanche   15.00 

Van  Beuren,  Mrs.  F.  T   20.00 

Van  Dyke,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry   10.00 

Von  Gontard,  Mrs.  Alexander   2.00 

Van  Ingen,  Mrs.  Edward  H   10.00 

Van  Orden,  :Mrs.  W.  T.  B   5.00 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Schuyler  ( For 

Special  Fund)    50.00 

Van  Rensselaer,  ^'Irs.  Schuyler   35-00 

Van  Winkle,   Edgar  B   10.00 

Van  Winkle,  Miss  Mary  D   60.00 

Van  Winkle,  Miss  Mary  Starr   15.00 

Villard,  Mrs.  Harold  G   10.00 

Villard,  Mrs.  Henry   10.00 

Waerishoffer,  Mrs.  Anna   35-00 

Wait.  William  B   50.00 

Waldo,  Miss  J.  L   5-00 

Walker,  Miss   25.00 

Warburg,  Felix  M   800.00 

Warburg,  Paul   25.00 

Ward.  Mrs.  Charles  H   10.00 

Ward,  Francis  E   S-OO 

Wardwell,   Mrs.  W.  T   10.00 

Warner,  Miss  Florence   10.00 

Watson,  Charles  W   40  00 

Watson,  Mrs.  J.  Henry   20.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  James  S   50.00 

Watterson,  W.  W   25.00 

Webster,  Dr.  David   lo.oo 

Webster,  Mrs.  Sidney   100.00 

Weil,  W.  H   5  00 

Wells,  Miss  Carolyn   10.00 


Wendell,  Mrs.  Jacob   $  10.00 

Wessendonck,  M.  A   5.00 

Wessendonck,  Walter   20.0O' 

Westerman,  Miss  L.  A   15  00 

Wheeler,  Mrs.  Candace   10.00 

Wheeler,  Mrs.  Ethel  J   2.00 

Wheelock,  Dr.  George  C   20.00 

White,  Horace   10.00 

White,  Miss  Mary  W   10.00 

Whitehead,  Miss  Bertha  H   25.00 

Whitman,  Mrs.  James  S   5.0O' 

Whitman,  Nathaniel   100.00 

Wicks,  Miss  May  F   25.00 

Wilcox,  Ransome  E   lo.oO' 

Wiley,  Miss  F.  D   4.00 

Wilkenson,  Alfred   3500 

Wilkenson,  Miss  Edith   5.00^ 

Williams,  Mrs.  Charles  P   10.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  H.  W   2.00 

Williams,  Miss  Jessie  H   10.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  Norman   10.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  Waldron   10.00 

Williamson,  George  De  Witt   25.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Mary  B   70.00 

Winthrop,   Mrs.   Buchanan   10.00 

Wittnauer,  M.  E   500. 

Wolff.  Emil   10.00 

Wolff,  Lewis  S   25.00 

Wood,  Mrs.  William  H.  S   10.00 

Woodbridge,  J.  M   2.00 

Wormser,  S.  I   5  00' 

Wright,  S.  W   1. 00 

Zabriskie,  Mrs   10.00 

Zabriskie,  George    500 

Zabriskie,   Mrs.   Titus   So.oo 

Zerega,   Miss  Florence   25.00 

Ziegler,  Mrs.  William   2000.00 

Zimmerman,  L    5  00 


Total  Donations    $25,975.68 


(See  Treasurer's  Report,  page  69.) 


'PITY  THE  BLIND" 


First  Published  on  the  Programme  for  the  First  Public  Meeting 
of  tiie  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

1 

"Pity  the  Blind!"    Yes,  pity  tliose 
Whom  clay  and  night  enclose 
In  equal  dark;  to  whom  the  sun's  keen  tlame 
Antl  pitchy  night-time  are  the  same. 

II 

But  pity  most  the  blind 
Who  cannot  see 
That  to  be  kind 
Is  life's  felicity. 

Richard  Watson  Gtlder 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE  BLIND 


OFFICE  AND  SALESROOM  118  E.  59^^"  STREET 

FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN  -  -  147  E.  42NP  STREET 

CIRCULARS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


For  the  Prevention  of  Infantile  Blindness. 

Two  letters  to  the  public  concerning  the  needs  of  the  Blind. 

PAMPHLETS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

"What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind,"  by  Helen  Keller.  (Re- 
printed by  blind  printers  from  the  World's  Work.) 

"To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children."  Translated  from 
the  German  by  Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind. 

"Typhlophiles,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  nf  (he  New  '^'ork 
Association  for  I  he  Blind.    (Reprinted  from  Cliarilii's.) 

"Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt.  Secretary  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Different  leaflets  telling  of  the  work  of  the  Association. 


MAGAZINES  ON  FILE  AT  Till'".  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIA- 
TION, iiS  Easi  solh  Street, 


Zifglrr  Magacinr,  in  Improved  Br;iille  ami  New  York  Point. 
Progress,  in  English  Braille, 

Christian  Record,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  ^'ork  Point. 

Moon  Ma}ia::inc,  in  Moon  Type. 

The  Daily  Mail,  weekly  issue  in  I'-n^lish  Br.-iille, 


MAGAZINES  OF  ESPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND  AND 
THEIR  FRIEND.S, 


The  Blind,  published  liy  rianliiier's  Trust  for  (he  Blind.  London, 
Engl.'iud. 

J'aleniin  I  laity,  published  by  the  Valentin  ITaiiy  Association, 
Paris,  France, 

Blindcnfreund.  Issued  luuler  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaeter, 
Konigsberg,  Germany. 

The  Braille  Revie'a'.  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  London,  England. 

Tlie  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind. 


(in  types  for  ttie  m.TNn.) 


(in  tnk  print.) 


Orders  taken  for  all  books  and  magazines  in 
any  type  for  the  blind 


The  SECOND  REPORT  of 

THE  NEW  YORK 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

For  the   Year  Ending  November  1st,  1908 

ORGANIZED   1905       INCORPORATED  1906 


LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK 


OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM 
118  East  59th  Street 

Phone  Plaza  3370 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM     -     -     118  EAST  59th  STREET 

PHONE   PLAZA  3370 

FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN     -    -      147  EAST  42nd  STREET 

PHONE  38th  street  4413 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BUNDNESS 
289  FOURTH  AVENUE         ROOM  50 

phone  GRAMERCY  4058 

To  prevent  unnecessary  blindness,  and 
To  help  the  blind  to  help  themselves 


Yearly  Subscriber  $10.00 

Sustaining  Subscriber           ,  .           .  25.00 

Patron            -           -           -  -  100.00 

Life  Member  (given  at  one  time)  -          -  500.00 


Jform  of  jBequegt 

I  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  incorporated 
under  Chapter  559  of  the  Laws  of  1 895  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  be  applied  to 
the  benevolent  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Association  and  under  its  direction,  (insert 
description  of  the  money  or  property  given). 

THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY 
BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS 

Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  work  are  requested  not  to  give 
money  to  persons  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  this  Association. 

It  is  not  easy  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Association,  and  financial  assistance 
is  always  needed.  Since  the  inception  of  the  movement  by  Miss  Winifred  Holt  and 
a  handful  of  devoted  friends,  several  years  ago,  it  has  grown  to  very  large  proportions. 
.  .  .  Every  cent  contributed  counts  in  helping  some  blind  man  or  woman  to  be 
comfortable,  and  perhaps  to  be  turned  from  a  pauper  into  a  wage-earner. 

— New  York  Evening  Post. 


Medal  Awarded  to 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
for  the  Exhibit  at 
The  Jamestown  Exposition,  1907 


NEWYORKASSOCIATIONFOR 
THE  BLIND 


A  blind  broom  maker  and  a  chair  caner  wlio  are  working"  at  the  Association's 
shop.  One  has  been  self-supporting  since  he  left  the  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Batavia,  N.  Y.  The  other  was  so  helpless  that  he  had  to  be  helped  to  walk.  He 
is  now  a  regular  and  industrious  worker  and  a  faithful  member  of  the  ]\Ien's  Club. 


"  Through  you  I  know  God,  and  am  now  reconciled  to  my  blindness." 

From  a  young  blind  man  zvho  had  been  helped  by  the  Association. 


The  SECOND  REPORT  of 

THE  NEW  YORK 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

For  ilm   Year  Ending  November   I  st,   1 908 


ORGANIZED   1905       INCORPORATED  1906 


LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK 


OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM 
118  East  59th  Street 

Phone  Plaza  3370 

THIS  REPORT  IS  FULLY  ILLUSTRATED  BY  MEANS  OF 
A  FUND  KIXDLY  GIVEN  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE 


Officers  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


PRESIDENT 

Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gilder 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Miss  Helen  Keller  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis 

HONORARY  VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Dr.  John  Shaw  Billings  Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne  Clemens 

Dr.  Nicholas  Murray  Butler  Mr.  Robert  W.  de  Forest 

SECRETARY  TREASURER 
Miss  Winifred  Holt  Mr.  Herbert  S.  Barnes 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


Mrs.  Edward  R.  Hewitt,  Cliai 
Miss  Winifred  Holt 
Mrs.  Seth  Low 

Rt.  Rev.  David  H.  Greer 

Dr.  Felix  Adler 
Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen 

Principal  of  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Boston,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood 

Director  of  Census  of  the  Blind 
New  York  Commission,  1906-1907 

Mr.  O.  H.  Burritt 

Principal  Overbrook,  Pa., School 
for  the  Blind,  Secretary  New 
York  State  Commissions  for  the 
Blind,  1903  and  1906 

Dr.  Lewis  Carll 

Of  New  York  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  1903 


Mr.  Herbert  S.  Barnes 
Mr.  James  H.  Hamilton 
Mr.  Charles  P.  Howland 

TRUSTEES 

Mr.  Henry  Phipps 


Mr.  Eben  p.  Morford 

Of  the  New  York  State  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind,  1906. 
Superintendent  Industrial 
Home  for  Blind  Men,  Brook- 
lyn 

Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg 


ADVISORY  BOARD 

Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 
Archbishop  Farley 
Rt.  Rev.  David  H.  Greer 
Dr.  Edw.\rd  M.  Hartwell 

Chairman  llassachu.setts  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind,  1906 

Dr.  George  W.  Jacoby 
Hon.  Edward  F.  Jones 
Dr.  Arnold  Knapp 
Mrs.  Annie  Sullivan  Macy 
Dr.  William  H.  ]\Iaxwell 

City  Superintendent  of  Schools 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon 

Secretary  Pennsylvania  Home 
Teaching  Society  and  Free 
Circulating  Library  for  the 
Blind 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst 
Mr.  J.  Hampden  Robb 
Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler 

Vice-President  State  Charities 

Aid  Association 

Hon.  p.  Tecumseh  Sherman 
Miss  Lillian  D.  Wald 
Mrs.  William  Ziegler 


special  committee  on  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Mulry 


Hon.  P.  Tecumseh  Sherman, 
Chairman 

Former  Commissioner  of  Labor, 
State  of  New  York 

Hon.  Eugene  H.  Porter,  RLD. 

New  York  State  Commissioner 
of  Health 

Hon.  Thomas  Darlington, ]\LD. 

New  York  City  Commissioner  of 
HeaHh 

Dr.  J.  Clifton  Edgar 

Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Clinical  Midwifery  in  Cornell 
University  Medical  College 


Mrs.  Edward  R.  Hewitt 

Chairman  Executive  Committee 
N.  V.  Association  for  the  Blind 

l\Iiss  Winifred  Holt 

Secretary  of  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind 

Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis 

Chairman  Committee  on  Oph- 
thalmia Neonatorum,  American 
Medical  Association 

Dr.  John  Izard  Middleton 

Oculist   

Dr.  George  A.  Hubbell, 

Executive  Secretary 


President  of  Superior  Council  of 
New  York,  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
Society 

Mrs.  William  B.  Rice 

Vice-President  State  Charities 
Aid  Association 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler 

Vice-President  State  Charities 
Aid  Association 

Miss  Lillian  D.  Wald 

Head  Worker  Henry  Street  Set- 
tlement (Nurses  Settlement) 


WORKSHOP  COMMITTEE 

Rev.  Samuel  H.  Bishop,  Chairman   Mr.  Henry  Burr  Barnes,  Jr.  Mr.  Edward  R.  Finch 

Mr.  John  Hone  Auerbach         Mr.  Warren  Ackerman  Mayou  Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

Miss  Winifred  Holt  Mr.  Henry  ]\Iorgan  Post  Mr.  DeWitt  Williamson 

SOCIAL  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

Rev.  Raymond  Collier  Knox,  Cliainiian  Dr.  Seward  Erdman  Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

Mr.  William  Hale  Patrick  Dr.  L  Louis  Mr.  W.  L  Scandlin 

Miss  Whitelaw 

AUXILIARY  AND  WOMEN'S  WORK  COMMITTEE 

Miss  Julia  P.  Dodge,  Chairman  AIiss  Bryce  Miss  De  Kay 


Miss  Headley 
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WHAT  WE  OFFER  THE  PUBLIC  AND  WHAT  WE  WANT 
THE  PUBLIC  TO  LET  US  DO  FOR  IT 


STENOGRAPHY 
Dictate  letters  to  our  blind  girls  or  to  a 
phonograph  and  we  will  typewrite  them,  with 
or  without  carbon  copies. 

Letters  dictated,  per  folio  (icq  words) .  .$  .10 
Letters  dictated,  double  space  per  page.  .  .15 
Letters  dictated,  single  space  per  page...  .20 
Copying,  per  folio  (100  words),  I  carbon,  .05 
Copying,  per  folio  (100  words).  2  carbons,  .08 
Copying,  per  folio  (100  words),  3  carbons,  .10 

All  copying  will  be  carefully  compared  with 
original  copy  before  leaving  this  office. 

Letters  written  in  Braille  and  New  York 
Point.  Orders  taken  for  articles  or  letters  to 
be  transcribed  into  raised  types. 

PIANO  TUNING 
Let  us  tune  your  pianos — skilled  workmen 
only  employed. 

CHAIR  CANING 
Let  us  cane  your  chairs.    We  will  call  for 
and  deliver  them. 


MASSAGE 

If  you  will  notify  us,  one  of  our  Masseurs, 
who  has  been  thoroughly  trained  in  the  best 
systems  and  in  Swedish  movements,  will  call 
at  your  house. 

We  have  on  file  letters  of  recommendation 
from  patients  who  can  personally  testify  as  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  treatment  received  from 
our  masseurs.  We  will  gladly  send  in- 
formation to  those  interested. 


BROOMS 

Made  at  our  own  factory,  147  East  42nd 
Street,  in  all  varieties,  for  drawing-rooms, 
kitchens,  office,  and  factory,  sold  singly  or  in 
gross,  all  hand-made  of  carefully  selected 
broom  corn.  They  will  out-last  three  of  any 
machine-made  broom. 


"  The  public  must  learn  that  the  blind  man  is  neither  a  genius  nor  a  freak  nor  an  idiot. 
He  has  a  mind  which  can  be  educated,  a  hand  which  can  be  trained,  ambitions  which  it  is 
right  for  him  to  strive  to  realize,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  public  to  help  him  to  make  the  best 
of  himself,  so  that  he  can  win  light  through  work." — From  an  article  on  the  Blind,  by  Helen 
Keller. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Recreation— Blind  girls  in  the  yard  of  the  "  Light  House" 


BUY  FROM  US 


Woven  articles  made  on  hand  looms  by  our  pupils.  Cushions,  rugs,  and  curtains  for  cot- 
tage furnishing,  a  specialty.  Samples  shown  in  a  variety  of  designs  and  any  coloring  or 
size  wished. 


ORDERS  TAKEN  FROM  SAMPLES 
For  Mission  furniture.  Hand-made  Hammocks 
with  and  without  mattresses. 

WORSTED  WORK 

Jackets,  Leggins,  Bands,  Shawls,  Costume 
Dolls,  Worsted  Balls,  etc.  etc. 

Motor  Scarfs,  Shawls,  Hug-Me-Tights,  Fric- 
tion Towels,  etc.,  etc.,  for  grown-ups.  . 

We  also  take  orders  for  anything  knitted  or 
crocheted  which  you  may  want  and  which  we 
may  not  have  in  stock.  Towels  for  the 
kitchen. 

APRONS  IN  ALL  VARIETIES. 
BEAD  WORK 
Chains,  Opera  Glass  Bags,  Lamp  Shades, 
Candle  Shades,  and  Electric  Light  Shades. 

SPECIALTIES  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Checker    Boards,    Chess    Boards,  Playing 
Cards,  and  other  games    (arranged  for  the 
tlind)  ;  Self  Threading  Needles,  Beads,  Wor- 
steds, Silks,  etc.,  in  stock. 

SPECIAL  TOOLS  AND  WRITING  AP- 
PLIANCES FOR  THE  BLIND 
Books,  alphabets,  primers,  and  music  in  the 
raised  types  can  be  ordered  through  us. 


Subscriptions  to  the  magazines  for  the  blind. 
Information  concerning  our  Home  Teaching 
Classes  in  trades,  music,  etc.,  can  be  had  at 
our  office,  ii8  East  59th  Street. 

HOW  TO  CO-OPERATE 

EMPLOY  THE  PEOPLE  WHOM  WE 
TRAIN.  They  can  always  be  taken  on  trial. 
GIVE  US  CLOTHES  THAT  YOU  NO 
LONGER  WANT,  but  which  would  be  of 
great  use  to  many  of  the  blind  men,  women, 
and  children. 


SEND  TO  OUR  TICKET  BUREAU 
TICKETS  FOR  CONCERTS,  THEATRES, 
AND  LECTURES,  which  are  gratefully  used 
by  the  blind  whom  we  personally  know. 

Order  Papers,  Magazines,  and  Books,  old  or 
new,  through  blind  book  agents  known  to  us. 

HELP 

Give  us  your  time,  money,  or  anything  that 
you  can  spare  to  help  our  work  to  continue 
and  to  grow. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Blind  girls  weaving  fuinishings  ordered  for  a  summer  home 


WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF 


REGISTRATION  BUREAU 
On  file  at  the  office  of  the  Association  is 

the  census  taken  for  the  Commission  for  the 

Blind.    It  includes  : — 
Reports  on  9,585  individuals  in  the  State 

who  had  been  classified  as  blind. 

Records  in  full  of  the  2,379  blind  in  Greater 

New  York  (most  of  them  personally  known  to 

us). 

Catalogues  giving  the  institutions  and  litera- 
ture and  occupations  for  the  blind  (as  far  as 
possible)  throughout  the  world. 

EDUCATIONAL  CAMPAIGN 
The  Special  Committee  for  the  Prevention 

of  Blindness. 

Leaflets  distributed  for  the  prevention  of 

blindness. 

Legislation  secured.  Efforts  started  for 
united  action  of  medical  bodies,  health  boards, 
nursing  associations,  and  the  public  to  mini- 
mize the  loss  of  sight. 

Talks  by  the  officers  of  the  Association. 

Propaganda  and  literature  on  blindness  and 
work  for  the  blind  (see  back  of  this  report). 

HOME  TEACHING 
Visits  made  by  the  Home  teachers  to  the 
blind  who  are  unfitted  to  work  outside  of 


their  homes   2679 

WORKSHOP 
Report  for  Ye.\r  Ending  November,  1908 

Chairs  caned   3,i33 

Brooms  Made  30,8ig 

Broom  production  increased  from  an 

average  per  week  of   30  doz. 

to  an  average  of  103  doz. 

November  i,  1908 

Blind  Men  Employed   31 

In  Instructive  Department   16 

Piece  Workers   15 


Total  Blind  Men  Employed  during  Year.  .  46 


CLASSES  FOR  WOMEN 

Number  of  women  in  the  classes   34 

Instruction  given  in  knitting,  crocheting, 
bead  work,  reed  basket  work,  raffia  work, 
machine  sewing,  hand  sewing,  silk  and  linen 
weaving,  rug  weaving,  hand  loom  weaving, 
machine  knitting,  stenography,  typewriting, 
switch-board  operating,  phonograph  dictation, 
power  machine  sewing. 

SALE 

A  Sale  was  held  December  17th  to  21st, 
1907,  at  which  the  receipts  were  over  $500  for 
the  sale  of  articles  largely  made  by  the  pupils 
in  our  classes  and  of  our  Home  Teachers. 

CLASSES  FOR  MEN 

Number  of  men  taught   10 

Subjects  taught:  Typewriting,  business  let- 
ters, phonograph  dictation,  switch-board  oper- 
ating, and  stenography. 

TICKET  BUREAU 

Number  of  tickets  distributed  for  lec- 
tures, musicales,  and  dramatic  enter- 
tainments, which  have  been  given  to 
suitable  blind  people  who  otherwise 
could  not  afford  them   7.850 

There  are  ten  other  ticket  bureaus  which 
have  sprung  from  this  one. 

CLUBS 


Number  of  meetings  held  by  Blind  Men's 
Improvement   Club   22 

Number  of  meetings  held  by  Women's  Club 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind    24 


"  The  genuine  interest  that  the  people  of  my  State  have  at  last  taken  in  the 
problem  of  the  Illinois  blind  is,  I  think,  to  a  Very  great  extent,  due  to  your 
lecture  last  March,  which  brought  about  this  blessing.  My  eyes  fill  with  tears, 
and  words  cannot  express  the  depth  of  the  thanksgiving  I  feel." — From  a  letter 
written  to  the  Secretary  by  a  blind  zvoman  of  Illinois. 

"  Attention  deserves  to  be  called  to  what  is  being  done  by  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind,  whose  motto,  '  Light  Through  Work,'  is  borne  out  by  what 
it  has  already  accomplished  for  the  adult  blind  of  the  State  in  renewing  their 
courage  by  teaching  them  self-support." — From  an  article  in  the  Churchman. 

"  I  am  truly  grateftil  for  all  the  tickets  that  you  have  sent  me  for  the  concerts. 
.  .  .  Your  Association  has  undertaken  a  splendid  action,  and  I  hope  that  you 
will  be  rewarded  by  a  power  superior  to  human  power." — Extracts  from  letters 
from  the  blind  to  the  Secretary. 


SPECIAL  SOCIAL  SERVICE 


Cases  considered,  including  especial  ad- 
vice and  information  given,  concern- 
ing trades,  homes,  education,  games, 
etc.    359 

Received  special  attention  from  our 
oculist    5- 

Visits  to  blind  in  their  homes  by  Social 

Service  physician   21 

Articles  of  clothing  given  or  sold  to  the 

blind  at  low  prices   325 

Admission    obtained    to  convalescent 

homes    for   3 

People  placed  in  permanent  homes   3 

Applications  made  to  14  homes  for....  7 

Admission  obtained  to  Children's  Home 

for   I 

Scholarships  obtained  for  music  stu- 
dents   3 

Musical  engagements  obtained  for  mu- 
sicians   II 

Pupils  obtained  for  teachers  of  music.  .  3 


Pupils  obtained  for  teacher  of  languages  7 
Organs  secured  for  pupils  to  practice 

upon   : . .  . .  2 

Pianos  secured  for  pupils  to  practice 

"Pon    3 

Sewing  machines  loaned  to  women  in 

their  homes   2 

Men  helped  to  make  a  start  in  business 

and  furnished  with  necessary  stock.  .  3 

Positions  found   10 

Permits  and  licenses  obtained   4 

Christmas  dinners  sent   25 

Food  sent  for  relief  to   5 

Delicacies  for  invalids  sent  to   10 

Bunches  of  flowers  distributed  in  the 

tenements    425 

Glass  eye  obtained  for   i 

Visits  made  to  factories  on  behalf  of 

tuners    6 

Patrons  obtained  for  tuners   14 


RELIEF  GIVEN 


Fund  raised  by  special  appeals — dis- 
bursed for  following  cases  : 

To  prevent  dispossession  of  woman  from 
home  in  which  she  had  previously 
been  able  to  make  expenses. 

To  enable  woman  to  keep  her  home 
during  slack  season  (while  two  mem- 
bers were  out  of  work) . 

To  assist  family  while  wife  was  ill,  who 
was  the  chief  wage  earner. 

To  assist  widow  to  prevent  insurance 
policy  from  lapsing  (a  loan) . 

Rent  paid  to  enable  man  to  start  as 
teacher  of  languages. 

Pension  obtained  from  corporation  for 
former  employee  stricken  blind,  to 
enable  him  to  live  while  learning  a 
trade  for  six  months. 

Assistance  given  to  blind  man,  a  stranger 


in  New  York,  to  enable  him  to  get 

proper  food,  lodging,  etc. 
Pension  secured  to  enable  blind  man  to 

meet  expenses  while  engaged  in  new 

occupation. 
To  assist  man  with  stock  for  business. 
Assistance  secured  for  college  students. 

In  compaiung  last  year's  report  with  this 
ri  should  be  remembered  that  the  first  re- 
port represented  the  work  of  twenty-'i  hree 
months  and  this  report  is  for  twelve  months 

ONLY. 

*  These  figures  give  a  small  part  of  the  Social 
Service  Work,  much  of  which  is  not  recorded 
on  the  files  and  which  consists  in  answering 
questions  in  the  salesroom  and  explaining  and 
giving  advice  to  our  frequent  callers  in  search 
of  information,  etc.,  etc. 


"  Once  I  believed  that  blindness,  deafness,  tuberculosis,  and  other  causes  of 
sufifering  were  necessary,  unpreventable.  I  believed  that  we  must  accept  blind 
eyes,  deaf  ears,  diseased  lungs,  as  we  accept  the  havoc  of  tornadoes  and  deluges,  and 
that  we  must  bear  them  with  as  much  fortitude  as  we  could  gather  from  religion 
and  philosophy.  But  gradually  my  reading  extended,  and  I  found  that  those 
evils  are  to  be  laid,  not  at  the  door  of  Providence,  but  at  the  door  of  mankind." 
— Helen  Keller,  ivriting  on  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 


COPYRISHT  BY  WINIFRED   MOLT.  1907 


PORTRAIT  OF  THE  LATE  CARL  SCHURZ 

One  of  the  first  advisers  of  the  Association,  to  which  he  was  an  invaluable  friend  until  his  death 


"  I  write  this  in  behalf  of  a  work,  the  need  for  which  has  been  evident  to  students  of  our 
social  conditions  for  many  years.  The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  has  undertaken  to 
bring  about  a  better  condition  of  affairs,  especially  for  the  adult  blind  of  this  State." 

—EXTRACT  FROM  A  LETTER  OF  THE  LATE  HON.  CARL  SCHURZ 
TO  THE  LATE  HON.  GROVER  CLEVELAND 


OFFICERS  DECEASED 
DR.  RICHARD  H.  DERBY       MR.  J.  HARSEN  RHOADES        HON.  CARL  SCHURZ 


LETTER  FROM  EX-PRESIDENT  CLEVELAND 


The  Neif  York  Association  for  Promoting  tlic  Interests  of  the  Blind  has 
undertaken  a  noble  benevolence.  The  feature  of  its  work  that  appeals  to  nic 
strongest  is  that  which  contemplates  the  fitting  of  the  blind  by  instntctio)i  and 
encouragement  for  self-support.  I  knozv  from  e.vperience  and  obserzvtion  hoic 
much  can  be  done  in  this  direction,  and  hoiv  easy  it  is,  in  the  absence  of  such 
effort,  for  the  blind  to  fall  into  the  K<ay  of  divcUing  upon  tlieir  deprii'ation  as 
entitling  them  to  bald  and  irredeemable  charity. 

Yours  z'ery  sincerely, 

(Signed)    Grover  Cleveland. 


NEW  YORK.  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
A  Pleasant  Day 

Blind  women  making  marketable  articles  in  the  yard  of  the  "  Light  House" 


"  It  is  cheering  to  read  of  the  splendid  work  that  the  New  Yorlv  Associaticn  is 
doing  despite  many  obstacles.  I  hope  its  work  will  grow  and  grow  until  it  reaches 
all  the  blind  in  the  great  city  who  can  benefit  by  it.  Now  that  reliable  informa- 
tion can  be  had  about  the  sightless  of  New  York,  I  hope  vigorous  measures  will  be 
taken  toward  bettering  their  condition  generally." — Helen  Keller  (in  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary). 

REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF   EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
MRS.  EDWARD  RINGWOOD  HEWITT 


The  Association  has  completed  its 
third  year  of  work  for  the  bHnd.  Of 
the  friends  whose  assistance  has  been  of 
great  vakie  to  us,  we  have  lost  by  death, 
as  reconled  in  our  last  report,  Dr.  Derby, 
Mr.  y.  Harson  Rhoades,  and  the  Hon. 
Carl  Schurz  from  our  Advisory  Board. 
The  marriage  of  Miss  Edith  Holt  and 
her  removal  to  Baltimore  deprive  us  of 
her  almost  invaluable  aid.  We  have  the 
honor  of  adding  to  our  Advisory  Board 
Mr?.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood,  Miss 
Lillian  "Wald,  and  Mrs.  Matilda  Ziegler, 
the  Hon.  Smith  Ely,  and  Mr.  P.  Tecum- 
seh  Sherman. 

The  financial  depression  of  the  past 
year  would  have  seriously  curtailed  our 
activities  but  for  the  generosity  of  cer- 
tain friends,  the  indefatigable  energy  of 
our  Secretary,  and  the  help  of  the  news- 
papers. In  the  autumn  a  sale  was  held 
which  eased  the  financial  crisis,  and  what 
was  perhaps  of  more  lasting  importance, 
converted  many  visitors  to  the  possi- 
bility of  employing  the  blind.  The 
Grande  Redoute  Rose  carried  out  by 
the  young  people  interested  in  the  Asso- 
ciation imder  the  direction  of  the  Misses 
Holt,  Miss  Julia  Dodge,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Morgan  Post  proved  one  of  the  successes 
of  the  season.  The  Association  has 
therefore  carried  on  its  regular  work,  a 
schedule  of  which  is  to  be  found  on  page 
ix,  and  through  personal  appeal  and  ef- 
fort has  been  able  to  meet  more  than  the 
usual  calls  for  various  forms  of  help. 
The  summer  work  was  carried  on  during 
the  absence  of  Miss  Holt  with  a  devotion 
and  capacity  equal  even  to  hers  by' Miss 
D.  Fiske  Rogers. 

The  Secretary,  single-hearted  in  her 
desire  to  aid  the  blind,  has  responded 
to  as  many  appeals  as  possible  to  assist 
the  general  work  of  organizing  help  for 
the  blind.    She  has  spoken  very  often, 


as  an  object-lesson  wearing  a  hat  made 
by  the  blind,  in  Baltimore,  where  a  work- 
shop for  the  blind  has  since  been  opened  ; 
Washington,  Newark,  Bufi:alo  (at  the 
first  annual  meeting  of  the  Association 
which  she  founded  there),  Chicago,  and 
in  Manchester,  England. 

It  seems  to  be  necessary  to  emphasize 
constantly  that  all  work  for  the  blind 
must  begin  with  knowledge  of  their 
whereabouts,  numbers,  conditions,  and 
capacities,  physical  as  well  as  mental ; 
this  necessitates  an  adequate  census. 
Then  follows  the  proper  education  of 
blind  children,  with  plenty  of  fresh  air 
and  out-of-door  exercise.  The  fine  re- 
sults of  this  sort  of  education  can  be  seen 
at  the  State  School  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  at 
Overbrook,  Pa.,  at  Jacksonville,  111., 
and  at  other  up-to-date  places.  ]\Iuch 
interest  and  encouragement  along  this 
line  may  be  derived  from  the  remarkable 
table  published  in  TJic  Outlook  for  the 
Blind  for  October,  1908,  which  shows 
the  present  status  educationally,  indus- 
trially, and  physically,  and  the  activities 
of  all  the  educational  institutions  (ex- 
clusive of  those  for  adults)  for  the  blind 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  It  is 
especially  recommended  that  those  inter- 
ested in  the  possibilities  of  the  blind  ex- 
amine these  tables  at  back  of  this  book. 

Next  comes  the  need  of  employing 
blind  boys,  girls,  men,  and  women,  and  this 
should  be  done  separately,  with  all  pre- 
caution to  prevent  intermarriage,  which 
is  apt  to  be  disastrous  from  every  stand- 
point. 

The  great  primary  need  is,  of  course, 
the  prevention  of  unnecessary  blindness. 
At  the  International  Cong-ress  of  Work- 
ers for  the  Blind,  held  in  Manchester, 
England,  in  July,  there  was  no  place  on 
the  programme  assigned  to  this  most  im- 
portant  subject.    Our   Secretary,  who 
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was  invited  to  open  the  discussion  on  the  mended  her  plan,  saying,  "  The  Confer- 
Housing  of  the  Blind,  and  who  con-  ence  ought  not  to  separate  without  in- 
tributed  to  the  discussion  of  Pensions     dorsing  Miss  Holt's  suggestions."  The 


Five  years  old.     Unnecessarily  blind  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  an  easily  preventable  disease 


for  the  Blind,  etc.,  was  also  able  to  inter- 
polate a  paper  on  Preventable  Blindness 
reprinted  from  the  report  of  the  Third 
International  Congress  on  the  Blind  on 
page  38.     Dr.   Moon  eloquently  corn- 


delegate  from  the  Japanese  government, 
Mr.  Yoshimoto,  also  expressed  his  wish 
to  co-operate.  The  result  was  that  later, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  Mr. 
Wilson,  an  English  Lay  Committee  for 
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the  Prevention  of  Blindness  was  ap- 
pointed. 

Doctors  who  have  long  struggled  to 
abolish  the  horrors  of  unnecessary  blind- 
ness declare  that  to  effect  fundamental 
reforms  they  must  have  the  support  of 
educated  public  opinion,  and  have  asked 
our  active  assistance. 

One  of  our  wisest  philanthropists, 
realizing  the  far-reaching  significance 
and  economy  of  this  work,  gave  us  last 
spring  $5,000,  with  which  to  carry  on 
an  active  campaign  against  the  shocking 
situation  which  permits  fifty  per  cent,  of 
immediately  preventable  blindness.  With 
saner  social  conditions  an  even  greater 
proportion  of  blindness  would  be  stopped. 

The  census  taken  for  the  Commission 
has  been  most  helpful  in  furnishing  data 
for  students  and  philanthropists  requir- 
ing information  concerning  the  bhnd. 
The  letter  (page  34)  by  Mrs.  Joseph 
Colt  Bloodgood,  who  as  Miss  Edith  Holt 
directed  the  compiling  of  the  census, 
supplements  her  report  of  last  year. 

^Members  of  the  Association  had  for 
long  realized  the  need  of  permitting  the 
education  of  blind  children  in  the  schools 
for  the  sighted ;  this  having  been  done 
with  excellent  results  in  England  and 
elsewhere.  The  Secretary  made  an  es- 
pecial study  of  this  system  in  Chicago. 
On  her  return  from  there.  Dr.  Maxwell, 
with  his  customary  open-mindedness,  re- 
ceived her  reports  and  wrote  the  follow- 
ing letter,  which  he  dictated  to  one  of 
our  blind  stenographers: 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
118  East  59th  Street. 

April  16,  1908. 
De.\r  Miss  Holt  :  I  have  seen  with 
admiration  and  delight  the  work  done 
by  your  blind  proteges  in  your  office  on 
59th  Street.    When  I  see  how  much  has 
been   accomplished   by   you   and  your 
Society,  I  feel  all  the  more  encouraged 
and  stimulated  to  do  something  for  the 
I   blind  children  of  this  city,  who  have  not 
yet  had  a  chance  in  the  public  schools. 
Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  William  H.  Maxwell. 


Later  the  Committee  on  Course  of 
Study  offered  this  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on 
Elementary  Schools  be  requested  to  ap- 
prove of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  that  provision 
be  made  for  the  organization  and  main- 
tenance of  four  classes  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  blind  children  in  the  elementary 
day  schools. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting  on  March 
26th  it  was  voted  to  amend  the  by-laws 
concerning  the  classification  of  mem- 
bership. This  matter  was  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  which  was  re- 
quested to  report  on  this  subject  at  the 
next  annual  meeting. 

Our  working  capital  has  now  reached 
$52,000,  partly  contingent  on  our  raising 
$100,000,  the  amount  specified  by  the 
Hon.  Smith  Ely  when  he  made  his  initial 
gift.  The  interest  from  this  money  is  to 
be  used  largely  for  the  payment  of  our 
blind  and  sighted  co-operators,  the  sal- 
aries necessary  for  our  regular  activities. 
It  is  most  earnestly  hoped  that  we  may 
without  delay  complete  this  working 
capital. 

Our  ambition  is  to  be  self-supporting 
in  as  many  departments  as  possible,  but 
our  work  lies  so  largely  in  educating 
the  poor,  the  feeble,  and  the  incompetent, 
that  there  will  always  necessarily  be  a 
deficit,  and  we  shall  require  a  working 
capital. 

No  donation  is  too  small  or  too  large 
to  be  welcome.  We  must  continually 
educate  our  public  and  prove  to  it  the 
sanity  and  economy  of  carrying  on  this 
work. 

We 'need  a  small  working  capital,  so 
that  there  may  be  something  to  fall  back 
upon  aside  from  the  unremitting  energy 
and  enthusiasm  of  our  Secretary.  We 
heartily  welcome  investigation,  criticism, 
and  co-operation  of  any  kind.  The 
charming  article  written  by  Mr.  Richard 
Watson  Gilder,  our  President,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Charities,  gives  the  history  of 
the  organization. 

(Signed)  Mary  Ashley  Hewitt. 
Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 


LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK 

What  Has  Been  Done  in  New  York  to  Help  the  BHnd  to  Help 
Themselves  in  Various  Ways 

By  RICHARD  WATSON  GILDER 
President  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Two  show-cases  with  work  made  by  the  blind,  showing  statues,  dressed  dolls,  wooden  toys,  baskets,  candle  and  electric 
light  shades,  knitted  goods,  etc.  The  cabinet  at  the  right  containing  checker  boards  and  other  games  for  the  blind 
was  made  By  a  blind  man 


The  son  of  a  Lincolnshire  farmer  one 
day  saw  an  apple  fall  from  a  tree.  One 
day  two  American  girls  saw  some  blind 
boys  enjoying  a  concert  in  Italy.  Others 
besides  Newton  had  seen  apples  fall  with- 
out cogitating  upon  the  law  of  gravita- 
tion. Others  besides  the  Misses  Holt  had 
seen  blind  persons  enjoy  music — and 
make  it — but  apparently  no  others  had 
given  deep  attention  to  the  scene,  or  had 
acted  upon  its  suggestions.  From  per- 
ceiving the  happiness  of  the  sightless 
in  the  hearing  of  music,  these  girls  of  a 
musical  family,  when  they  returned  to 
New  York,  formed  a  committee  in- 
cluding blind  persons  for  the  distribu- 


tion to  the  blind  of  unsold  tickets  to 
concerts. 

That  was  one  of  the  happiest  thoughts 
of  our  day  and  generation ;  but  from 
these  happy  thoughts  proceeded  another. 
These  young  New  Yorkers,  by  the  path- 
way of  music,  thus  accidentally  came  into 
contact  with  the  needs  of  the  blind  and 
soon  they  were  asking  themselves  and 
others  the  question,  "  Why  should  not  the 
blind  be  employed  ?  "  As  Helen  Keller 
has  narrated,  they  were  told  that  in  a 
world  of  machinery,  specified  industry, 
and  keen  competition  the  blind  man  could 
not  expect  to  find  profitable  occupation. 
Some  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  would 
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be  cruel  to  add  to  the  burden  of  infirmity 
the  burden  of  labor.  As  if  some  of  the 
blind  were  not  already  working.  As  if 
to  be  without  work  were  not  the  heaviest 
burden  mortal  could  be  called  upon  to 
endure.  As  if  there  were  no  such  thing 
as  "  Light  through  work." 

An  Association  formed.  It  was  in  No- 
vember, 1905,  that  the  Misses  Holt  or- 
ganized the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind.  With  this  was  amalgamated 
the  committee  of  tickets  for  the  blind,  and 
since  then  the  work  has  gone  on  apace, 
with  Miss  Winifred  Holt  as  secretary 
and  moving  spirit.  At  first  the  home  of 
these  young  women  was  turned  into  an 
office.  Since  then  the  headquarters  have 
been  moved  to  118  East  59th  Street. 
Classes  have  been  established  in  indus- 
tries for  girls  and  a  factory  has  been 
opened  at  147  East  42d  Street. 

The  work  has  gone  on  energetically 
and  successfully  with  the  making  of  a 
most  necessary  census  of  the  blind.  With 
teaching  of  industries  in  the  workshop 
and  tenements.  With  sales  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  blind  industries.  With  a  won- 
derful stirring  of  public  interest  in  the 
work  of  helping  the  blind  in  helping 
themselves.  Of  bringing  the  idle,  the 
morbid  and  the  despairing  out  of  a  great 
darkness  into  "  Light  through  work." 

Lately,  by  means  through  the  eloquence 
and  energy  of  the  chief  workers,  a  sec- 
ond Association  has  been  started  by  the 
good  people  of  Bufifalo ;  and  what  has 
been  done  in  New  York  and  Buffalo  will 
soon  be  done  in  other  communities  that 

j    have  the  blind  always  with  them. 

!  To  the  "  sighted  "  it  seems  extraor- 
dinary that  the  sightless  can  do  success- 
fully, cheerfully,  usefully,  and  remuner- 

j    atively  so  many  dififerent  things.  The 

I  blind  had  already  proved  themselves  able 
to  do  many  things  well ;  but  other  indus- 
tries, that  it  was  not  generally  known  that 
they  could  pursue,  the  workers  of  the 
Association  have  opened  up  to  the  sight- 
less. 

At  receptions  and  exhibitions  have 
been  seen  the  marvelous  products  of  the 
work  of  the  blind  and  the  workers  have 
been  beheld  in  deft  and  cheerful  manip- 
ulation.   The  last  annual  report  of  the 


Association,  except  the  treasurer's  tables, 
was  dictated  to  a  blind  stenographer. 
There  are  adepts  in  stenography,  type- 
writing, shampooing,  massage  (in  Japan 
it  was  long  usual  for  none  but  the  blind 
to  be  so  employed),  piano  tuning,  basket 
and  broom  making,  chair  caning  and 
worsted  work.  The  "  sighted  "  could 
hardly  believe  their  eyes  when  they  saw 
the  costumed  dolls,  Teddy  bears,  lamp 
shades  and  Heaven  knows  what,  made  by 
the  patient  workers  in  perpetual  dark. 

ONLY  A  BEGINNER 

Those  who  are  deprived  of  hearing 
may  be  handicapped  in  their  work,  but 
not  so  greatly  as  those  who  cannot  see. 
The  condition  of  blindness  is  especially 
hard  upon  those  who  are  thus  afflicted 
after  maturity.  I  asked  a  blind  man,  the 
other  day,  some  questions  as  to  his  capa- 
bilities and  he  answered  by  way  of  apol- 
ogy that  he  was  only  "  a  beginner  "  in 
blindness.  Think  what  that  means !  I 
got  an  inkling  as  to  what  it  means  when 
the  notion  took  me  to  gather  some  berries 
in  blindness  for  a  blind  friend  of  mine. 
I  was  blindfolded  and  led  to  a  place  on 
a  hillside  where  wintergreen  grows,  and 
then  I  groped  about  in  the  darkness  till 
I  gathered  a  bunch  of  the  berries  to  send 
to  one  who  could  not  see  them,  but  who 
would  enjoy  the  feel  and  taste  of  wild 
nature  in  them.  If  I  had  had  to  do  any- 
thing skillful  and  remunerative  as  a  "  be- 
ginner," I  felt  that  it  would  have  gone 
hard  with  me. 

We  speak  of  the  cheerfulness  of  the 
blind.  They  are,  indeed,  when  happily 
occupied,  wonderfully  cheerful ;  but 
there  are  conditions  of  blindness,  espe- 
cially among  "  beginners,"  where  the 
gloom  is  indeed  tragic.  Stories  could  be 
multiplied  in  illustration,  but  all  that  may 
be  easily  imagined,  and  meantime  it  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  evidences  of  the  ad- 
vance of  mankind  in  the  betterment  of 
human  conditions  that  not  only  is  there 
more  alertness  in  the  prevention  and  in 
the  care  of  blindness,  but  in  the  allevi- 
ation of  the  condition  of  the  blind  and  in 
bringing  to  them  "  Light  through  work." 

February  15,  1908. — Reprinted  by  per- 
mission of  Charities  and  The  Commons. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 


MISS  WINIFRED  HOLT 


The  present  report  supplements  the 
Association's  first  one,  which  tells  of  the 
origin  of  the  organization  and  contains 
a  full  account  of  the  work  for  its  first  two 
years.  It  will  be  sent  to  anyone  asking 
for  it. 

PREVENT.ATiLE  BLINDNESS 

The  census  taken  for  the  Commission 
of  1906  and  1907  showed  that  about  one- 
half  the  cases  of  blindness  found  were 
immediately  preventable.  Obviously, 
therefore,  the  economic  work  of  preven- 
tion was  the  fundamental  thing  for  the 
Association's  attention. 

Largely  through  the  agitation  for  the 
prevention  of  infant  ophthalmia,  by  Dr. 
Park  Lewis,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  Prevention  of  Infant 
Ophthalmia  of  the  American  ]\Iedical 
Association,  the  attention  of  the  public 
and  the  Association  had  been  called  to 
the  radical  necessity  of  first  attacking 
this  plague.  Much  other  blindness  in 
children  is  also  needlessly  caused.  The 
statement  of  Helen  Keller  is  more  than 
true,  that  "  when  we  realize  our  duty  to 
unborn  generations  the  institutes  for  the 
blind  to  which  we  now  point  with  pride 
will  remain  as  monuments  to  our  igno- 
rance and  the  needless  suffering  which 
we  have  endured." 

Last  year  a  large  sum  was  asked  for 
in  our  own  State  for  the  building  of  a 
kindergarten  for  blind  children.  These 
children  represent  mostly  those  who  are 
blind  from  criminal  carelessness.  The 
homes  for  blind  babies  represent  the 
same  effort  to  mitigate  an  ill  which,  with 
proper  vigilance  and  intelligence,  should 
never  have  occurred. 


eluding  the  president  of  the  State  Health 
Board  and  the  president  of  the  City 
Health  Board,  was  organized.  (For  a 
full  account  of  the  work  of  this  com- 
mittee, see  page  37.) 

BLIND  CHILDREN  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  WITH 
THE  SIGHTED 

The  census  for  the  blind  showed  that 
about  half  of  the  blind  children  of  the 


BLI>;D  CHILDREN  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

A  class  in  arithmetic.     The  children  marked  X 
are  blind 

Given  by  the  courtesy  o  f  John  B.  Curtis,  Esq. ,  Super- 
intendent o  f  the  blind  children  in  the  schools  for  the 
sighted  in  Chicago 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  State  of  Xcw  York  were  out  of  school, 

and  frequent  applications  were  made  at 
In  the  spring  of  1908  the  preventive  the  office  of  the  Association  to  have  blind 
work  of  the  Association  was  put  on  a  firm  children  placed  where  thev  could  be  suit- 
foundation.    A  special  committee  for  the  ablv  educated. 

prevention  of  blindness,  with  Mr.  P.  Te-  It  has  been  found  that  the  more  the 

cumseh  Sherman  as  chairman,  and  in-  blind  child  or  adult  is  treated  like  a  nor- 
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mal  being,  and  fitted  to  take  his  part  in 
the  work  and  play  of  the  community,  the 
better  for  him  in  every  way.  This  was 
well  illustrated  to  the  Secretary  in  the 
public  school  in  Chicago,  where  she  was 
watching  the  blind,  when  a  small  blind 
girl  walked  up  rapidly  to  the  raised  map, 
and  corrected  the  mistake  which  her 
sighted  classmate  had  made.  It  was  also 
gratifying  to  see  the  way  the  sighted 
children  considered  their  handicapped 
fellows,  and  how  good-naturedly  the 
blind  children  took  their  knocks  and 
tumbles  as  a  matter  of  course,  not  fear- 
ful or  self-pitying,  but  lustily  willing  to 
take  what  came  as  part  of  the  day's  work. 
.Surely  this  is  a  wise  preparation  for  their 
grown-up  blind  life  in  a  competitive 
world. 

As  a  result  of  Dr.  Maxwell's  and  the 
Board  of  Education's  quick  sympathy 
and  understanding  (see  Chairman's  Re- 
port, page  3 )  the  blind  will  also  have 
this  privilege  in  the  New  York  Public 
Schools.  For  details  concerning  the 
Avorking  of  this  system  in  Chicago  see 
our  First  Report,  page  23. 

THE    NATIONAL    ATHLETIC  ASSOCIATION 
OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Perhaps  next  in  significance  to  the 
campaign  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness and  the  recent  efforts  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind  with  the  sighted,  is  the 
formation  of  the  National  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation of  Schools  for  the  Blind.  "  or- 
ganized for  the  purpose  of  creating  and 
maintaining  a  school  spirit  in  schools  for 
the  blind,  bringing  them  to  a  closer  rela- 
tionship with  one  another,  arousing  the 
spirit  of  true  sportsmanship,  and  encour- 
aging the  physical  development  of  the 
pupils  in  them."  * 

Fifteen  schools  for  the  blind  were  en- 

*  From  The  Outlook  for  the  Blind. 


tered  as  charter  members.  The  blind 
boys  of  the  Jacksonville  School  hold  the 
championship  and  the  cup.  of  which  they 
are  rightly  proud.  The  Superintendent 
of  this  school  writes,  "  the  whole  school 
was  aroused,  and  when  a  boy  raised  his 
record  a  half  inch  in  a  high  jump  .  .  . 
the  news  spread  with  great  rapidity 
among  the  pupils.  ...  It  was  re- 
markable the  coolness  and  deliberation 
shown  by  the  boys  and  the  degree  of  self- 
control  they  had  gained  by  training. 

"  When  the  cup  has  been  won.  the 
younger  boys  begin  to  feel  their  respon- 
sibility in  the  matter.  .  .  .  They  are 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  they 
will  be  called  upon  to  uphold  the  honor 
of  the  school,  and  if  their  enthusiasm 
continues  there  is  very  little  hope  of  other 
schools  winning  that  trophy  over  them. 
One  promising  athlete  who  had  grown 
tired  of  school  and  had  decided  to  leave 
now  says  he  will  be  back  next  year  to 
help  hold  that  cup.    .    .  . 

"  If  others  would  know  the  secret  of 
our  success  we  are  glad  to  tell  them.  It 
may  be  summed  up  in  one  word — zvork. 
If  other  schools  win  the  cup  from  us, 
they  must  work  and  work  tremendously." 

Mr.  Allen  has  carried  his  fresh-air 
campaign  from  Overbrook  to  Perkins 
with  such  success  that  that  ancient 
school  is  to  leave  its  historic  and  inade- 
quate quarters  for  fresh  air  and  green 
fields  where  the  pupils  can  have  their 
proper  training  out  of  doors  as  well  as 
in.  Despite  the  handicap  of  the  present 
Boston  location  we  read  glowing  ac- 
counts of  Perkins'  share  in  the  contest 
and  these  reflections  from  one  of  its 
teachers : 

"  The  seeing  schools  of  the  United 
States  now  accept  athletics  as  an  import- 
ant part  of  the  pupils'  training.  Blind 
pupils  need  this  training  as  much  or  more 
than  their  seeing  friends. 

"  From  the  nature  of  things,  blind 


"  I  am  glad  that  the  question  of  educating  blind  children  in  public  schools  is 
being  considered  by  the  New  York  Board  of  Education.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
they  are  constantly  in  the  society  of  seeing  children,  they  can  best  overcome  the 
many  defects  caused  by  their  infirmity,  provided  that  they  are  healthy  in  body 
and  strong  in  mind." — Helen  Keller,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary. 
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pupils  are  prone  to  be.  awkward.  As  a 
matter  of  life  success  this  must  be  over- 
come. \A^alking  is  g^ood  exercise,  but  it 
is  not  violent  enough  to  rid  a  growing 
boy,  especially  if  he  is  nervous,  of  his 
awkward  ways.  He  must  run  and  jump 
like  other  boys.  The  athletic  spirit  fos- 
ters the  play  habit ;  there  is  no  sadder 
sight  than  a  group  of  little  blind  fellows 
who  do  not  know  how  to  play  schoolboy 
games.    .    .  . 

"  For  positive  proof  that  athletics  are 
a  benefit  to  the  pupils  and  the  school  we 
turn  to  the  discipline  book.  Since  they 
have  been  instituted  there  have  not  been 
nearly  so  many  entries  made,  and  the 
school  spirit  is  a  hundred  times  improved. 
This  last  fact  the  boys  have  declared  re- 
peatedly during  the  last  six  months." 

Mr.  Burritt,  the  former  principal  of  > 
the  New  York  State  School,  where  he 
inaugurated  great  improvements  on 
the  ancient  order  of  things,  a  true  friend 
of  the  blind  and  Mr.  Allen's  efficient 
successor  at  Overbrook.  writes :  "  The 
spirit  of  '  do  or  die,'  not  for  self,  but  for 
the  glory  of  the  school,  was  the  dominant 
spirit.  .  .  .  Overbrook  sincerely 
hopes  that  an  athletic  contest  will  be  a 
permanent  feature  of  each  year's  work  in 
all  American  schools  for  the  blind." 

From  Batavia  the  principal,  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton, writes:  "  The  boys  are  already  talk- 
ing as  to  what  we  are  going  to  do  next 
year." 


Those  schools  which,  like  Norwood 
and  Overbrook,  make  athletics  a  leading 
part  of  their  curriculum,  show  results  of 
wage-earning  independence  in  their  grad- 
uates of  which  most  sighted  educational 
institutions  might  well  be  proud. 

For  further  particulars  on  this  subject 
see  picture  before  first  page  of  body  of 
our  First  Report  (pages  7,  21,  22,  24, 
27,  28,  38,  41 )  and  the  admirable  extracts 
reprinted  from  Everybody's  Magazine 
for  October,  1908,  page  49. 

VIEWS  ON   EDUCATION  AT  THE  INTERNA- 
TIONAL  CONGRESS   FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  .subject  of  education  of  the  blind 
was  profitably  di.scussed  at  the  Interna- 
tional Congress  of  the  Blind.  Dr.  John 
D.  Fraser,  the  great  Canadian  blind  edu- 
cator of  the  blind,  said,  "  The  success  of 
blind  persons  is  largely  dependent  upon 
their  having  had  a  specific  training,  and 
that  most  of  the  failures  among  grad- 
uates of  schools  for  the  blind  is  due  ta 
lack  of  such  training.  To  all  true  edu- 
cators of  the  blind  the  problem  as  to  the 
choice  of  a  profession  or  calling  for  their 
pupils  is  ever  present."  Mr.  Illing- 
worth,  the  honorary  secretary  of  the 
Congress,  emphasized  the  need  of  exer- 
cise and  fresh  air  for  his  pupils,  who  ad- 
mirably performed  a  play  of  his  writing 
to  the  delight  of  a  large  audience  at 
Manchester.  Mr.  Illingworth,  when  the 
weather  permits,  has  class  work  outdoors 


The  .Scores  of  the  Teams,  National  Athletic  Contest 
May  16.  1908 


Schools. 
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Eastern  Peiins\lvaiiia 
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I 

Kentucky 
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3 

0 
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Batavia,  N.  Y. 
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0 
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Ohio 

I 
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0 
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5 

0 

Western  Pennsylvania 
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0 
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0 

0 
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5 

Iowa 

0 

\ 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wisconsin 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

'S 

0 

0 

Highest  Indhiidiial  Scores 

Scores. 

Elijah  Brown,  KentucUv,  totally  blind,  age  seventeen  .....  9 
Joseph  June,  Batavia,  N.Y.,  partially  lilind,  age  sixteen  .  .  .'  .  .7 
Charles  Howse,  Illinois,  partially  blind,  age  nineteen         .....  6^ 
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— an  invaluable  suggestion.  In  our 
country  botany  classes  for  the  blind  are 
held  in  the  fields  at  Overbrook. 

LIST  OF  GAMES  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 

We  take  from  the  Report  of  the  In- 
ternational Conference  for  the  Blind: 

Outdoor  Games  for  Girls — Gardens, 
Skipping  Rope.  Running,  Egg  and 
Spoon,  Threadneedle  Race,  Ring  Games 


TYPES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  principal  difference  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind  from  that  of  the  sighted 
is  in  their  reading  and  writing  appliances. 
Our  last  report  contained  articles  of  in- 
terest to  those  who  wish  for  information 
on  the  subject.    (See  pages  51  to  61.) 

Referring  to  tables  (end  of  this  book) 
we  see  18  schools  for  the  blind  have  now, 
despite   the   difficulty   and   expense  o£ 


HOP,  STEP,  AND  JUMP 
Overbrook  record  :  26  feet,  2  inches 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Pa. 


with  Songs,  London  Bridge,  Gathering 
Nuts  in  ]\Iay.  Ghost  in  the  Garden, 
How  Many  Miles  to  Babylon?  Ball 
Games.  Sleeping  Sentinel,  Pigeon  House, 
The  Tram  Car,  Building  in  the  Sand, 
Swings.  See-saw,  Balancing  Pole.  Rock- 
ing Car. 

Boys — Running  track,  Tug-of-war, 
Push  Ball,  Push  Pole,  Swings  with 
Rings,  Climbing  Ladder,  Jumping  Pole, 
Mounting  Kitty,  Horse  Fights.  Jumbo 
(hop  on  one  leg),  Fox  and  Hounds, 
Playing  Horses,  Wand  Wrestling,  Roller 
Skating,  Tennis,  and  Hockey. 


procuring  Braille  books,  adopted  them, 
in  place  of  those  furnished  to  them 
free  of  expense  and  effort  by  the 
government,  in  the  New  York  Point. 


DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 

The  defective  and  backward  blind" 
children  still  need  especial  provision,  as- 
noted  in  our  last  report.  A  good  thing 
has  been  the  agitation  to  better  their  lot: 
on  Randall's  Island.  They  should,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  some  author- 
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ities,  be  educated  with  other  defective 
and  backward  children. 

WORK  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN 

The  problem  of  employing-  blind 
women  has  been  one  of  the  most  difficult 
questions  for  the  Association.  No  longer 
than  three  years  ago,  a  prominent  educa- 
tor and  superintendent  of  a  blind  school 
said.  "  You  can  do  absolutely  nothing  for 
them." 

Thoucrh  these  sentiments  should  long 


a  good  blind  co-operator  of  the  Associa- 
tion keeps  house  with  great  success  and 
supports  herself  by  taking  boarders.  A 
visit  to  her  and  a  cup  of  tea,  which  she 
can  brew  deftly,  is  as  pleasant  an  ex- 
perience as  anyone  could  wish. 

The  question  of  guides  has  still  to  be 
conquered,  but  the  Association  is  doing 
the  best  it  can  with  this  knotty  problem. 
The  girls'  classes  have  been  regularly 
attended  and  could  be  vastly  increased 
but  for  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  to 
the  shoD. 


THROWING  IHE  HAM.MhR.     12  lbs. 
Overbrook  record :  76  feet,  2  inches 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  thie  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Pa. 


ago  have  been  relegated  to  the  dark  ages, 
the  efforts  to  find  "  light  through  work  " 
for  the  blind  girls  have  two  great  diffi- 
culties not  shared  by  the  men.  The 
housing  of  the  blind  women  is  difficult, 
and  the  furnishing  of  suitable  guides  to 
take  them  to  and  from  their  work.  The 
housing  problem  we  optimistically  hope 
will  be  improved  for  tlie  blind  much  as 
it  is  improved  for  the  seeing,  by  more 
modern  tenements,  with  even  cheaper 
rents.    In  one  of  Mr.  Phipps'  tenements, 


Young  blind  women,  full  of  ambition 
and  hope,  and  belief  in  their  powers  to 
learn  a  trade,  apply  to  be  admitted  to  the 
classes.  Women  past  the  meridian  of 
life  are  painfully  brought  to  us,  who 
have  never  known  the  capacity  of  the 
blind,  but  who  have  often  sat  for  dreary 
years,  useless  and  despondent,  a  drag 
and  misery  to  themselves  and  their 
families.  Slowly  they  are  taught  to  use 
their  hands,  and  in  a  few  weeks'  time 
these  utterly  incapable  persons  are  some- 
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times  making  marketable  articles,  for 
which  they  can  earn  a  cheering  amount. 

The  instruction  of  last  year  in 
machine  sewing,  knitting,  crocheting, 
bead-work,  hat-making,  and  basket-work, 
the  manufacture  of  electric  light  shades, 
chains,  etc.,  etc.,  has  been  very  success- 
ful, and  though  practically  all  of  the 
class  are  pupils  who  had  to  learn  to  work, 
at  the  sale  held  in  the  office  of  the 
Association  in  December,  over  $500  was 
made.  We  had  more  orders  for  our  prod- 
ucts than  we  could  fill  promptly.  All 
this  work  is  comparatively  slow  for  the 
blind,  and  we  recognize  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  experience  of  older  organi- 
zations, especially  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, if  the  blind  are  to  hold  their  own 
in  the  industrial  race,  they  must  be 
equipped  with  the  best  and  most  up-to- 
oate  tools. 

ELECTRIC    POWER    MACHINES    AND  NEW 
INDUSTRIES 

Therefore  we  are  installing  electric 
power  sewing  machines  generously  of- 
fered to  us  by  the  Singer  Machine  Com- 
pany. One  of  our  blind  girls  successfully 
operates  a  circular  knitting  machine,  and 
we  hope  will  soon  turn  out  knitted  goods 
with  great  rapidity  and  of  great  excel- 
lence. Some  of  our  pupils  are  doing 
admirable  work  with  hand  looms,  on 
whicli  pretty  woven  articles  are  made. 
These  include  rugs  of  hemp  roving, 
cushion  covers  of  unspun  Indian  hemp, 
and  scarfs.  All  of  these  articles  are  of 
several  colors  and  their  texture  and 
design,  though  simple,  are  distinctive  and 
durable.  The  Association's  work  in  no 
way  competes  with  any  weaving  done 
by  other  associations.  It  is  unique  and 
suited  especially  to  country  houses  where 
pretty  but  rough  and  durable  articles  are 
required. 

Not  all  of  the  girls  can  succeed  in 
operating  these  up-to-date  machines 
and  looms  quickly  and  successfully,  but 
those  who  can  produce  highly  marketable 
articles  quickly  and  profitably  can  earn 
wages  and  keep  themselves  busy  and 
happy. 

A  fact  which  the  blind  seeing  public, 
as  a  blind  co-operator  calls  his  more  for- 


tunate friends,  and  even  the  seeing  blind 
man,  rarely  fully  appreciates,  is  that 
blindness  does  not  make  the  blind  alike, 
except  in  their  common  misfortune. 
Their  personalities  and  abilities  are  just 
as  distinct  as  if  they  saw.  It  would  be 
as  absurd  to  say  that  all  blind  people 
should  make  baskets  and  brooms,  or 
manage  telephone  switchboards  and 
stenographic  machines,  as  to  sav  that  all 
Fr  enchmen  should  be  aeronauts  or  chauf- 
feurs. 

A    HAPPY  PUPIL 

One  young  woman  was  sent  to  us  by 
a  charitable  organization.  She  was  des- 
perately poor,  and  utterly  unequipped 
for  her  recent  blindness.  She  had  been 
an  expert  milliner,  employed  in  a  depart- 
ment store  in  New  York.  For  two  years 
her  failing  sight,  which  ended  in  total 
blindness,  had  prevented  her  being  a 
wage  earner,  and  she  had  become  a 
dependent  on  charity.  She  showed 
a  surprising  zeal  for  learning  again 
to  use  her  fingers,  and  at  her  third 
lesson  was  found  crying  bitterly.  When 
the  teacher  asked  her  what  the  trouble 
was,  she  seemed  to  look  at  her  with  her 
sightless  eyes  and  said,  "  To  think  that 
this  class  has  been  going  on  for  five 
months,  and  that  I  have  been  wasting  all 
that  time  in  which  I  might  have  learned 
how  to  be  blind."  This  woman,  though 
not  yet  self-supporting,  is  a  fair  wage 
earner,  and  one  of  the  happiest  co-opera- 
tors at  the  Light  House.    .    .  . 

From  the  report  of  the  chairman 

OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  WOMAN's  WORK 
AND  AUXILIARY  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  We 

take  the  following: 

As  the  number  of  special  cases  apply- 
ing to  the  Association  for  work,  relief, 
etc.,  had  doubled,  an  Auxiliary  was 
formed  and  included  the  Committee  on 
Woman's  Work.  The  members  are  all 
much  interested  and  very  anxious  to  help 
the  Association. 

This  Auxiliary  undertook  to  provide 
musical  and  ethical  entertainment  for  the 
blind  on  Sunday  afternoons,  to  secure 
more  tickets  for  the  Ticket  Bureau,  to 
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furnisli  guides  to  take  blind  women  to 
and  from  their  work,  to  introduce  various 
new  kinds  of  work  for  the  women  to  do, 
and  to  plant  flowers  and  vines  in  the 
yard  of  the  Association  Building  so  that 
it  might  be  a  pleasant,  comfortable  place 
for  the  blind  to  rest  and  work  in  during 
the  hot  summer  months. 


some  blind  students  for  some  time  until 
they  obtained  work. 

A  member  of  the  Committee  gave  a 
wooden  frame-work,  which  was  built  in 
the  yard  of  the  Association,  with  wire 
stretched  across  so  that  vines  could  be 
trained  over  them.  From  one  of  the 
cross-beams  a  swing  was  hung,  which 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

A  totally  blind  girl  making  aprons  on  a  Singer  electric  power  sewing  machine.    This  is  the  first  power 
sewing  machine  used  by  a  blind  girl  in  this  country  as  far  as  we  know 


The  Sunday  afternoon  meetings  have 
been  very  successful  and  much  enjoyed 
by  those  who  have  attended  them. 

The  rector  of  Grace  Church  very 
kindly  gave  the  use  of  the  organ  for  a 
blind  woman  to  practice  on. 

The  Committee  also  helped  support 


was  much  enjoyed  by  the  blind  girls. 

The  Auxiliary  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
assist  with  the  Grande  Redoute  Rose 
held  last  spring  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Association  at  the  Plaza. 

Signed,  Julia  P.  Dodge, 

Chairman. 


Second  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  15 


WORK    FOR    BLIND  MEN 

The  first  industrial  work  undertaken 
by  the  Association  was  its  workshop  for 
blind  men.  Broom-making  and  chair- 
caning  are  practical  and  profitable  occu- 
pations for  the  blind.  Broom-making 
for  them  can  be  made  a  paying  industry, 
and  though  the  chair-caning  departments 
have  usually  shown,  even  in  old  and  well- 
established  shops,  a  deficit,  they  are  in- 
valuable means  for  the  blind  men  to  learn 
how  to  use  their  fingers  and  for  those 
blind  men  who  are  physically  not  fitted 
for  more  taxing  occupations.  The  last 
month's  sale  of  the  workshop  amounted 
to  $1,020.30.  We  are  hoping  soon  to 
greatly  increase  the  output,  as  the  men 
become  more  expert  and  our  finances 
make  it  practical  for  us  to  train  in  more. 
In  considering  this  department  it  must 
always  be  borne  in  mind  that  as  long  as 
we  continue  to  accept  workers  who 
are  totally  untaught,  and  often  physically 
far  below  par,  we  must  have  a  deficit. 

From  the  report  of  the  chairman  of 

THE  SHOP  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  year  the  workshop  for  the 
blind,  located  at  147  East  42d  Street, 
has  continued  operations  and  has  now  in 
its  employ  thirty-one  workmen.  The 
greatest  number  of  workmen  at  any  date 
on  the  payroll  was  at  November  i, 
1908,  and  the  least  number  was  at  No- 
vember I,  1907,  the  average  being  thirty- 
four.  The  total  number  of  brooms  made 
during  the  year  was  30,819. 

As  was  stated  in  a  previous  report,  the 
opening  of  the  workshop  for  blind  men 
marked  a  new  era  in  the  life  of  the  work- 
ing blind. 

As  a  venture  combining  necessarily  at 
first  a  large  element  of  charity  with  an 
attempt  to  conduct  a  business,  but  aiming 
as  soon  as  possible  to  become  self-sup- 
porting, the  shop  is  still  something  of 
an  experiment.  One  thing  has  become 
clear,  that  remunerative  employment, 
apart  from  charity,  and  without  allow- 
ance for  the  handicap  of  blindness,  is 
an  ideal  lying  deep  in  the  instinct  and  in 
the  heart  of  blind  men,  and  therefore 
v/orthy  of  a  serious  and  persistent  at- 


tempt to  realize.  The  results  in  the  work- 
shop clearly  prove  the  thorough  practi- 
cability of  such  an  experiment.  Our 
brooms  are  as  well  made  and  as  good 
brooms  as  any  brooms  made  in  New 
York  Citv.  An  increasing  demand  for 
our  brooms  and  increasing  satisfaction 
and  pleasure  in  their  use  clearly  illustrate 
the  truth  of  this  statement.  Chair-caning 
is  less  practicable  and  less  profitable  than 
broom-making,  because  though  a  blind 
man  can  do  as  good  work  as  a  sighted 
man,  he  is  necessarily  slower  and  his 
labor  is  therefore  more  expensive.  The 
deficit  which  the  shop  incurs  monthly  is 
due  largely  to  the  loss  in  the  chair-caning 
department;  but  it  would,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Committee,  be  a  serious  error 
to  eliminate  entirely  the  chair-caning  de- 
partment. It  is  always  a  misfortune  to 
attempt  to  pour  a  whole  class  of  workers 
into  one  mold.  Some  variety  in  choice 
of  employment  ought  to  be  given  to 
every  class  of  workers,  and  there  is  not 
infrequently  a  blind  man  who  acquires 
a  skill  and  a  speed  in  chair-caning  which 
indicate  not  only  that  it  is  work  that  the 
man  likes  and  in  which  he  takes  pleasure, 
but  also  that  he  may  become  self-sup- 
porting at  such  work. 

As  yet  the  workshop  has  not  become 
a  self-supporting  department  of  the 
Association,  but  plans  are  now  being 
considered  by  the  Committee  which  it  is 
hoped  will,  during  the  course  of  the  year, 
greatly  decrease  the  deficit ;  and  it  is  by 
no  manner  of  means  impossible  that  with 
careful  and  economical  management,  and 
with  a  certain  amount  of  graded  incentive 
to  the  workers  it  may  be  made  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  self-supporting. 

During  the  year  measures  have  been 
taken  to  secure  greater  protection  of  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  workers. 

A  catalogue  is  kept  showing  the 
doctor's  and  the  oculist's  report  on  each 
workman.  There  has  been  some  illness 
among  the  men,  requiring  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Social  Service  Committee  to 
secure  medical  care  and  to  find  places 
for  them  in  hospitals  or  the  country. 
Regular  fire  drill  is  provided  for,  and 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  shop  is  care- 
fully supervised.  An  electric  fan  was 
installed  during  the  summer  which  added 
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greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  workers, 
as  respects  heat,  and  also  somewhat  as 
respects  dust  from  the  broom-corn. 

What  was  said  in  the  last  report  by 
the  previous  chairman  still  remains  true, 
that  a  training  department,  distinct  from 
the  workshop,  would  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage in  the  training  of  the  unskilled 
and  in  decreasing  the  operating  expenses 
of  the  shop. 

Samuel  H.  Bishop, 

Chairman. 

MATTRESS  MAKING 

We  still  hope  to  open  a  mattress-mak- 
ing department  which  has  proved  among 
the  most  paying  industries  for  blind  men, 
and  some  clay  to  take  up  willow  work, 
which  has  been  so  splendidly  demon- 
strated as  a  paying  industry  for  them. 

BROOMS 

We  are  confident  that  we  can  offer  the 
best  hand-made  broom  in  the  market, 
and  our  best  brooms  will  outlast  three 
times  the  ordinary  machine-made  article. 
We  are  filling  orders  for  the  Waldorf, 
the  Manhattan,  and  some  railroad  lines. 
But  we  need  all  the  patronage  that  we 
can  get,  and  no  order  is  too  small  or  too 
large  to  receive  immediate  attention. 

SUGGESTIONS   FROM  ENGLAND 

In  England  they  ventured  to  suggest, 
at  the  International  Congress  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind  : 

1.  "  That  orders  for  goods  required 
by  the  government  should  be  given  to  the 
institutions  in  such  quantities  as  might 
be  required  to  keep  the  blind  fully  em- 
ployed. 

2.  "  That  a  uniform  price  be  paid  to 
all  institutions  for  the  blind. 

3.  "  That  an  assurance  be  given  that 
the  prices  paid  to  institutions  for  the 
blind  shall  not  be  less  than  the  average 
price  paid  to  other  contractors  who  em- 
ploy sighted  labor.    .    .  . 

"  There  is  a  considerable  number  who 
prefer  to  live  at  home  and  work  for 


themselves ;  especially  is  this  so  in  the 
case  of  blind  females,  but  there  is  also  a 
large  number,  forming  the  majority, 
whose  greatest  safety  and  best  chance  in 
life  lie  in  their  finding  suitable  employ- 
ment in  well-equipped  workshops.  In 
addition  to  these,  tliere  are  those  who 
become  blind  in  adult  life  for  whom  em- 
ployment is  necessary."  * 

NEW  JERSEY  APPLICANTS 

The  problem  arising  from  the  total 
neglect  of  the  adult  blind  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  has  pressed  hard  on  the 
Association,  and  many  applicants  from 
there  have  asked  for  work  at  our  shop. 

A  PLUCKY  WORKMAN 

One  of  the  latter  was  an  expert 
silk  weaver,  who  suddenly  lost  his  sight 
owing  to  an  illness  which  incapacitated 
him  for  strenuous  work  of  any  kind.  He 
believed  that  with  the  loss  of  sight  he 
had  lost  all  power  to  help  himself.  He 
soon  changed  this  idea,  became  an  expert 
chair-caner.  Despite  the  fact  that  but 
for  the  interest  which  is  supplied  to  him 
through  the  Organization,  he  would 
probably  be  bedridden,  he  is  now  one  of 
our  most  industrious  workmen  and  a 
cheerful  member  of  the  blind  men's  club. 
Several  men  who  took,  up  the  broom- 
making  and  were  dependent  on  charity 
are  now  entirely  self-supporting. 


THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

The  office  of  the  Association  at  118 
East  5gth  Street,  most  often  spoken  of 
by  our  co-operators  as  the  Light  House, 
where  the  Association  sees  applicants  for 
light  through  work,  has  its  classrooms 
for  girls,  which  are  used  in  the  evenings 
for  clubrooms,  especial  classes,  and  meet- 
ings in  the  basement. 

These  have  included,  besides  the  clubs, 
the    Philanthropic    Committee    of  the 

*  Copied  from  the  Report  of  the  Interna- 
tional Congress. 
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Women's  Club,  the  Sunday  afternoon 
meetings,  the  business  classes,  especial 
festivities,  annual  meeting,  etc.,  etc. 

On  the  first  floor  is  the  general  office, 
where  applicants  are  received  and  infor- 
mation concerning  the  blind  given  and 
sought.  Here  is  the  museum,  a  very 
small  affair  still,  but  which  shows  knives 
and  scissors,  statues,  lace  work,  wood 
and  cabinet  work  of  great  beauty  made 


ARTICLES  OF  USE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  office  also  has  on  hand  examples 
of  reading  and  writing  implements  and 
machines  for  the  blind,  and  books  in  their 
types,  magazines  for  them,  as  well  as 
others  in  ordinary  type,  which  are  of  es- 
pecial interest  to  the  friends  of  the  blind. 
Games,  cards,  checker  boards,  dominoes,, 
etc.,  etc.,  are  also  to  be  had,  and  the  uses 
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The  Blind  Secretary  who  wrote  most  of  this  Report  taking  shorthand  notes.     (See  her  article  on  page  47) 


by  the  blind.  It  acts  as  an  eye-opener 
to  the  blind  sighted  public  as  well  as  to 
the  blind  man  of  what  his  capacity  can 
accomplish.  The  statues  by  Vidal,  the 
blind  sculptor,  see  page  4,  perhaps 
cause  the  greatest  astonishment.  He 
was  a  pupil  of  Barye  and  despite  his 
blindness,  which  occurred  when  he  was  a 
young  man,  he  became  one  of  the  world- 
known  sculptors  of  his  time ;  especially 
was  he  distinguished  for  modeling  of 
animals. 


are  explained  and  orders  are  taken  here 
for  anything,  from  a  self-threading  needle, 
which  is  as  practical  for  the  blind  as 
for  the  sighted,  to  a  printing  or  steno- 
graphic machine.  In  this  department 
goods  made  by  the  co-operators  of  the 
Association  and  by  outside  consigners 
are  sold  and  orders  taken.  A  blind 
switchboard  operator  manages  the 
switchboard,  and  her  competent  work, 
writing  down  of  messages  and  numbers,, 
is  a  useful  object-lesson. 
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LETTERS  TO  BLIND  RELATIVES 
REGISTRY 

Letters  to  blind  relatives  at  a  distance 
are  sometimes  dictated  to  our  stenog- 
rapher, who  writes  them  in  raised  type 
for  the  sighted  dictator  who  does  not 
know  the  prints  for  the  sightless. 

On  the  second  floor  of  the  Light  House 
is  the  registry  room,  which  contains  the 
Census,  with  its  reports  on  9,365  cases 
and  the  detailed  and  up-to-date  records, 
which  are  frequently  added  to,  of  the 
blind  with  whom  the  Association  comes 
in  contact.  This  office,  of  course,  acts  as 
an  invaluable  reference  bureau  for  other 
organizations. 

BLIND  STENOGRAPHERS 

The  blind  stenographers,  two  of  whom 
are  members  of  the  staff,  work  on  this 
floor.  Three  blind  stenographers  are 
now  regularly  employed  at  self-support- 
ing wages  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
One  of  these  is  in  a  law  office,  where  she 
does  the  technical  work  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  her  employer.  An  article  on 
Stenography  for  the  Blind,  written  by 
the  private  secretary  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Association  for  the  Blind,  is  printed 
later  in  this  Report.  It  was  written  at 
the  request  of  Charities  and  The  Com- 
mons, and  has  caused  general  interest 
in  the  subject  throughout  America. 
This  young  woman,  though  sightless, 
writes  many  letters  independently  for 
the  organization,  and  keeps  notes  and 
memoranda  of  great  help  to  her  co- 
workers. 

The  school  at  Batavia  is  turning  out 
admirable  stenographers,  and  the  Asso- 
ciation has  some  pupils  who  promise  to 
prove  efficient  in  this  line  It  is  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  in  America,  as  in  England,  steno- 
graphic work  by  the  blind  will  be  a  mat- 
ter of  course. 

TELEPHONE  SWITCHBOARD  OPERATING 

Telephone  switchboard  operating  con- 
tinues to  occupy  the  blind  suited  for  it. 
There  have  been  no  complaints  thus  far 
from  individuals  or  the  telephone  com- 


pany of  the  work  of  the  seven  blind 
operators  placed  or  employed  by  the 
Association.  A  naive  employee  of  the 
telephone  company  said  to  the  writer  that 
he  didn't  know  what  to  think  of  blind 
telephone  operators,  though  blind  stenog- 
raphers were  "  great."  "  You  see,"  he 
said,  "  I  have  been  employed  by  the  tele- 
phone company  the  two  years  your  blind 
people  have  been  working  switchboards, 
and  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  one 
of  them."  We  told  him  where  to  look 
for  them  and  he  was  as  much  gratified 
as  we  were  by  his  unconscious  compli- 
ment. The  telephone  operators  did  their 
task  so  perfectly  that  they  were  not  dis- 
tinguishable from  the  sighted. 

A  stenographer  of  the  Association, 
who  regarded  her  total  blindness  as 
a  privilege  given  to  her  in  order  to 
help  those  similarly  afflicted,  was  writ- 
ing from  the  stenographic  notes  given 
to  her.  She  lost  the  carbon,  which  flew 
under  her  desk.  As  an  officer  of  the 
Association  entered,  she  was  hunting  for 
it,  having  collided  with  the  table.  See- 
ing her  predicament,  the  carbon  was 
quickly  found  and  handed  to  her. 
"  Thank  you."  said  the  blind  girl,  smil- 
ing. "  I  was  so  provoked  at  losing  that, 
that  I  almost  forgot  the  opportunity." 
By  this  she  meant  the  opportunity 
of  her  blindness,  an  opportunity  for  her 
to  point  out  by  her  example  the  way  of 
self-support  to  others  similarly  handi- 
capped, This  co-operator  is  entirely 
self-supporting,  and  has  managed  to  save 
out  of  her  earnings. 


TYPEWRITING  FROM  PHONOGRAPH 

Typewriting  from  the  iihonograph  is 
still  believed  by  the  Association  to  be  a 
good  avenue  of  employment  for  the 
blind,  and  those  practicing  it  are  show- 
ing satisfactory  results. 

Individual  pupils,  men  and  women,  are 
often  separately  taught  during  the  day 
at  the  Association.  A  former  pupil  is 
now  regularly  employed  in  a  great  elec- 
trical concern  at  self-supporting  wages. 
The  company  has  just  offered  to  take 
a  second  blind  man  when  "  we've  fin- 
ished him." 
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ALWAYS  OPEN 

The  top  floor  of  the  Association  has 
the  janitor's  kitchen,  where  he  brews 
hot  soup  and  coffee  for  the  girls'  classes, 
or  the  clubs ;  and  the  resident  workers' 
quarters.  He  or  a  substitute  is  on  hand 
day  or  night  to  supervise  the  clubs, 
classes,  etc..  or  to  lend  a  hand  to  any 
stranded  blind  person  who  turns  to  the 


place  to  go  to."  Or  a  call  from  the  hospi- 
tal itself:  "We  have  got  an  intelligent 
young  man  down  here,  but  he  has  lost 
his  sight.  We  can't  possibly  keep  him 
any  longer  and  they  won't  take  him  at 
any  of  the  homes."  Or  some  well-to-do 
sighted  person  calls  at  the  office.  "  I 
have  a  relative  who  is  blind,  he  is  fear- 
fully sensitive  about  it,  and  so  wouldn't 
come  himself.    I  can't  even  tell  vou  his 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIA 

A  totally  blind  man  typewriting  from  an  Edison  pho 
men  possessing  the  requisite  quickness  and  accurac 
work. 

Light  House  for  help  in  the  unheeding 
current  of  rushing  New  York. 

CALLS  TO  THE   LIGHT   HOUSE  FOR  HELP 

Not  infrequently  do  messages  like  this 
come  to  us,  sometimes  after  office  hours  : 
"  They  tell  me  that  you  can  help  me.  I've 
just  gone  blind,  can't  do  anything;  they 
won't  keep  me  any  longer  at  the  hospital, 
and  I  haven't  any  money.  I  won't  go  to 
the  poorhouse,  and  there  is  no  other 


'ION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

lograph.  This  is  a  practical  employment  for  blind 
;  such  can  be  trained  to  do  thoroughly  satisfactory 

name  or  address,  but  I  have  come  to  see 
if  there  isn't  something  that  can  be  done 
for  him,  he  is  so  morbid  and  irritable." 
She  is  amazed  to  see  how  many  things 
her  relative  can  do.  Perhaps  she  goes 
away  with  an  alphabet  card  and  a 
checker  board.  Soon  she  returns  and  is 
persuaded  to  let  the  Association  send 
one  of  its  home  teachers,  and  herself 
carries  off  some  playing  cards  with 
raised  marks,  and  promises  to  see  if  her 
relative  will  not  take  up  basket-making, 
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as  well  as  reading  and  bridge  for  a 
pastime.  In  brief,  soon  the  unknown 
blind  gentleman  appears  at  the  Associa- 
tion himself,  and  having  learned  how  to 
be  blind,  becomes  an  invaluable  co-opera- 
tor ;  anxious  to  learn  all  within  his  blind 
reach  and  to  teach  all  to  those  who  still 
sit  in  darkness. 
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A  home  teacher  paying  a  friendly  call  on  an  invalid 
pupil  in  a  tenement.  This  teacher  loves  to  brighten 
up  everybody  with  her  merry  talk,  but  she  is  also 
an  industrious  worker 


OFFICE  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PREVEN- 
TION   OF  BLINDNESS 

Inadequate  and  unworthy  as  are  its 
quarters,  next  to  the  kitchen,  a  little  room 
has  been  honored  by  being  the  first  office 
of  the  first  committee  in  the  City  of  New 
York  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 
Though  its  general  secretary  has  endeav- 
ored to  co-operate  with  the  other  depart- 
ments and  the  staff,  his  work  promises 
to  be  too  big  for  the  room  which  can  be 
allotted  it. 

The  importance  of  what  this  Commit- 


tee is  doing  cannot  be  overestimated,  and 
no  matter  from  where  its  work  radiates, 
it  will  do  so  as  an  offspring  dear  to  the 
heart  of  the  New  York  Association, 
where  it  came  to  life,  and  which  believes 
that  in  time,  through  its  help,  blindness 
will  be  considered  practically  a  prevent- 
able disease. 

HOME  TEACHING 

The  value  of  home  teaching  for  those 
blind  unsuited  to  go  to  their  work,  or 
to  study  at  the  Association,  cannot  be 
overestimated.  The  blind  home  teach- 
ers' knowledge  of  industries,  read- 
ing and  writing,  and  the  capacity  of  the 
blind,  and  their  cheerfulness  and  in- 
terest in  their  profession,  coupled  with 
their  blindness,  make  the  first  answer  an 
unrefutable  one  to  the  blind  who  say 
that  they  are  powerless  to  learn.  They  do 
a  missionary  work  which  is  often  im- 
possible to  the  most  tactful  sighted  per- 
son. Four  of  these  blind  teachers  are 
employed  part  time  by  the  Association, 
two  men  and  two  women.  Their  work  is 
supplemented  when  necessary  by  especial 
teachers  or  visitors  for  individual  cases. 
The  home  teachers  often  persuade  their 
pupils,  when  they  have  gained  a  certain 
amount  of  confidence  in  themselves,  to 
come  to  the  clubs  or  to  go  to  the  work- 
shop or  classes,  to  co-operate  in  other 
ways. 

The  teachers  report  daily  at  the  Asso- 
ciation, giving  their  detailed  accounts  of 
their  visits,  sometimes  of  the  discovery 
of  a  new,  or  sometimes  bringing  an  eager 
recruit  to  be  put  to  work  at  the  shop, 
classes,  or  to  study. 

A  DESPERATE  CASE 

A  home  teacher  found  a  blind  woman 
in  a  tenement.  So  degraded  was  she, 
so  helpless,  so  unloved,  that  she  had 
bought  poison  to  stop  her  misery.  Our 
teacher  talked  to  her,  straightened  up  the 
place,  and  pocketed  the  poison  bottle. 
First  she  taught  the  blind  pupil  to  peel 
potatoes  and  to  mend  her  husband's 
clothes.  She  is  no  longer  unloved  or 
degraded,  but  sometimes  comes  to  us  to 
tell  us  of  her  contented,  quiet,  and  useful 
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life  in  which  the  home  teacher's  visits 
are  bright  spots.  The  home  teachers 
have  given  5,093  lessons  (2,679  this 
year),  including  chair-caning,  basket- 
making,  sewing,  crocheting,  arithmetic, 
geography,  spelling,  readmg  and  writing. 

BLIND  TEACHING  THE  BLIND 

Doubt  is  often  expressed  by  the  gen- 
eral public  and  even  by  the  blind  them- 
selves, as  to  the  possibility  of  the  blind 
teaching  the  blind,  and  still  more  often 
of  their  capacity  for  teaching  the  seeing. 
But  we  find  that  when  a  blind  person, 
with  the  same  qualities  of  tact  for  teach- 
ing as  would  be  required  in  a  sighted 
home  teacher,  has  received  adequate 
training  to  suit  him  for  his  profession, 
he  not  only  can  be  a  good  teacher  of  the 
blind,  but  of  the  sighted. 

Apropos  of  the  advantage  of  employ- 
ing blind  teachers  for  the  blind,  a  tale  is 
told  of  a  blind  workman  whose  sudden 
blindness  had  made  him  so  morose  that 
he  wouldn't  leave  his  room  or  speak  to 
anyone  but  his  wife.  When  she  told 
him  that  a  teacher  had  come  to  help  him, 
he  locked  his  door  to  keep  him  out. 
When  assured  that  the  teacher  was  blind 
like  himself,  he  rushed  out  to  greet  him 
with  tears  of  joy,  and  made  instant 
friends  with  him  and  later  became  his 
zealous  pupil. 

In  England  and  Wales  fifty-eight 
salaried  home  teachers  are  regularly 
employed,  of  whom  forty-eight  are  blind, 
and  in  Scotland  twenty-five. 

While  England  has  had  its  blind  pro- 
fessors, poets,  postmaster-general,  etc., 
we  have  also  had  blind  professors  to  the 
sighted,  editors,  poets,  captains  of  in- 
dustry, a  judge,  and  doctors,  and  a  very 
popular  blind  senator,  etc.,  etc.  (see  Mr. 
Macey's  article,  page  50). 

CLUBS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

THE  men's  club 

The  last  report  dwelt  on  the  blind 
men's  club  and  its  great  success  under 
the  able  leadership  of  its  sightless  presi- 
dent. It  still  continues  its  unique 
task  of  furnishing  enjoyment  and  intel- 
lectual activity  to  the  blind  man,  who  is 
spurred  to  renewed  effort  by  hearing 


and  meeting  the  successful  business  man 
similarly  afflicted,  debating  with  him,  or 
with  a  sighted  associate  member  or 
guest.  The  club  gives  the  blind  man 
the  stimulus  of  meeting  other  men  on  an 
equal  basis,  of  belonging  to  a  club  from 
which  he  is  not  debarred  by  expensive 
dues  and  the  policy  of  which  he  has  an 
equal  chance  with  the  other  members,  of 
forming  and  improving. 

Its  president  is  the  best  reporter  of  the 
club,  he  says. 

report  of  the  president  of  the 
men's  club 

The  Blind  Men's  Improvement  Club 
reports  another  year  of  progressive  work. 
Its  watchwords  have  been  "  Encourage- 
ment. Entertainment,  Education."  The 
man  blind  from  birth  has,  to  a  greater  de- 
gree perhaps  than  the  sighted,  his  mo- 
ments of  depression,  and  at  such  times 
the  company  of  men  afflicted  like  himself, 
and  in  full  sympathy  with  him,  is  a  much- 
needed  tonic.  The  man  becoming  blind 
in  later  vears  must  have,  to  encourage 
him  to  make  the  effort  needed  to  fit  him 
for  his  changed  condition,  the  uplift  only 
to  be  found  in  the  company  of  men  who, 
without  sight,  have  already  overcome  or 
who  are  striving  toward  that  end.  Such 
encouragement  is  to  be  found  in  the  meet- 
ings of  this  club  to  a  fuller  extent  than 
anywhere  else. 

One  member  recently  said  to  the 
writer:  "  I  used  to  come  to  the  club  be- 
cause I  thought  it  my  duty  to  try  and  help 
some  other  fellow,  but  now  I  come  be- 
cause of  what  I  get  out  of  it  myself."  At 
a  recent  meeting  a  member,  speaking 
with  deep  emotion,  said :  "  I  know  of  no 
one  thing  from  which,  during  the  past 
year,  I  have  derived  so  much  of  help, 
encouragement,  and  instruction  in  being 
blind  as  from  my  membership  in  this 
club.  The  hearty  good  fellowship,  the 
cordial  handshake,  and  the  sense  of  com- 
panionship in  misfortune  have  been  of  in- 
estimable worth  to  me.  I  believe  they 
cannot  fail  to  have  been  helpful  to  many 
others.  I  have  never  left  a  club  meet- 
ing without  the  feeling  that  I  have  been 
broadened,  strengthened,  and  helped  by 
attendance  at  it." 
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The  amusements  of  the  blind  are  not 
everywhere  found  as  readily  as  are  those 
of  the  sighted.  The  entertainments  ar- 
ranged by  the  committee  in  charge  of 
that  department  are  specially  designed  to 
suit  their  capacity.  The  club  owes  many 
thanks  to  the  musicians  and  others  who 
have  contributed  their  services.  The  co- 
operation of  the  sighted  associate  mem- 
bers and  the  presence  of  the  sighted 
guests  prevent  the  complete  segregation 
of  the  blind,  which  would  be  against  the 
policy  of  the  club. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  difficult 
for  the  Wind  to  obtain  their  knowledge 
through  newspapers  and  magazines  the 
lectures  and  addresses  that  have  been  de- 
livered during  the  past  year  have  been  of 
special  value.  Up-to-date  subjects  have 
been  chosen  and  an  interest  has  been 
shown  that,  if  it  is  comprehended,  must 
have  satisfied  the  various  well-known 
men  who  have  been  the  speakers  that 
their  et¥orts,  often  made  at  much  sacrifice 
to  themselves,  have  been  appreciated  at 
their  true  value. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  all  the  mem- 
bers that  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
work  among  the  blind  will  visit  the  club, 
thus  obtaining  a  just  idea  not  only  of  its 
aims  and  methods  but  also  correcting  the 
prevalent  notion  that  the  blind  man  is  no 
longer  a  factor  in  the  life  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Signed,  William  Hale  Patrick. 

LIST  OF  RECREATIONS  FOR  MEN 

Cycling,  Reading,  Fancy  Basket  Mak- 
ing, Dancing,  Copying  Braille,  Clubs, 
Gardening,  Music.  Glee  Parties,  Gym- 
nastics, Cards,  Literary  and  Debating 
Clubs,  Rowing,  Draughts,  Band,  Skat- 
ing, Chess,  Concerts,  Swimming,  Dom- 
inoes. Football,  Walking,  Wood  Carving, 
Cricket,  Tug-of-War,  Bent  Iron  Work, 
Croquet,  etc.,  etc.* 

THE  BLIND  WOMEN's  CLUB 

The  blind  women's  club,  formed  after 
the  men's,  deserves  especial  comment  in 
this  report.  As  far  as  we  know,  its 
work  has  been  absolutely  unique,  and 

*  From  the  Report  of  the  International  Con- 
gress of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 


has  few  of  the  defects  usually  attributed 
to  women's  organizations.  Its  member- 
ship has  largely  increased,  the  meetings 
have  been  regular  and  orderly,  and  so 
successful  that  a  branch  club  has  sprung 
from  it  in  Brooklyn.  In  the  spring  of 
1908,  the  club  voted  that  it  should  be  the 
first  women's  organization  to  co-operate 
in  the  campaign  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  and 
it  is  merely  awaiting  directions  to  put 
its  energy  into  this  channel.  It  has  also' 
started  a  philanthropic  committee  which 
is  especially  helpful  in  raising  funds  and 
organizing  fresh  air  outings  for  "  the 
poor  blind."  It  hopes  soon  to  obtain 
facilities  for  giving  the  blind  satisfactory 
vacations  in  the  country.  Both  the  clubs 
always  welcome  visitors,  and  invitations 
to  them  may  be  obtained  from  their  sec- 
retaries at  the  club  rooms  at  118  East 
59th  Street. 

FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF' 
THE  women's  club 

The  object  of  our  club  was  stated  in  a 
previous  report.  Our  regular  dues  are 
only  ten  cents  a  month,  and  that,  of  ne- 
cessity, keeps  our  funds  low.  How  many 
poor  people  have  actually  been  relieved 
and  succored  by  the  club  will  appear 
in  the  Treasurer's  report.  Last  summer 
we  gave  an  outing,  to  which  we  invited 
a  great  many  of  our  poor  friends,  who 
otherwise  would  not  have  gotten  out  of 
their  rooms  all  summer  to  enjoy  a  dav  in 
God's  fresh  air  and  sunshine.  In  order 
to  raise  the  money  to  help  defray  ex- 
penses for  the  outing,  the  club  gave  a 
sociable.  At  this  sociable  we  realized 
something  over  eighteen  dollars ;  this, 
with  the  money  we  had  in  the  treasury  at 
the  time  and  what  was  left  from  our 
previous  outing,  was  •  quite  sufficient. 
We  provided  most  of  the  refreshments 
and  a  chartered  car  took  us  to  Coney 
Island,  where  we  all  had  a  very  delight- 
ful day. 

The  Blackwell's  Island  Fund  is  a  sepa- 
rate fund  and  is  never  very  large.  But 
despite  the  fact  that  our  resources  are 
so  limited,  a  great  deal  of  real  good  has 
been  done  on  the  Island,  and  a  number 
of  visits  made  to  the  blind  inmates  of  the 
poorhouse,  who  welcome  us  eagerly. 
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The  club  meets  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month.  The 
first  is  a  business,  the  second  a  social 
meeting. 

Signed,  T.  Beck, 

President. 

treasurer's  report,  women's  club 


Balance  on  hand  Nov,.  1907  . .  f  10  20 

RECEIPTS 

Dues   $25.75 

Received  on  account  of  $3.00 

loan    ....    2.00 

Club  pins     2.50 

Total  amount  of  receipts    $30.25 


Making  a  total  of   $40.45 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Social  functions   $13.65 

Club  pins  for  associate  mem- 
bers  2  00 

Paid  on  account  of  club  pin 

bill   8.50 

Loan   3.00 

Contributed  to  seven  needy 

families    7.35 

Total  amount  of  disburse- 
ments     $34.50 


Cash  on  hand  Nov..  1908   $5  95 


Report  of  the  Philanthropic  Commit- 
tee : 

RECEIPTS 

Initiation  fees    $  1.40 

Proceeds  of  package  party ... .  24.50 

Total     $25.90 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Contributions  to  needy  families  $10.00 


Cash  on  hand   $15  .00 


The  Philanthropic  Committee  of  the 
Women's  Club  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  was  organized 
July,  1908.  Its  purpose  is  to  give  ben- 
efits, and  the  proceeds  to  be  utilized  ex- 
clusively for  the  blind  whom  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  worthy  of  assistance. 

Theresa  A.  De  Frances, 
Treasurer. 

Note— Contributions  for  this  worthy 


cause  will  be  gratefully  received  by  the 
treasurer. 

Report   of   Blackwell's   Island  Com- 


mittee : 

RECEIPTS 

Voluntary  contributions   $5.00 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Sewing  materials   f  .70 

Tea  and  sugar    ....  .90 

Candy    1.25 

Flowers    1.50 

Total  amount  of  disburse- 
ments     $4.35 

Cash  on  hand  Nov.,  1908    $00.35 


This  committee  supplies  the  blind 
women  with  flowers,  delicacies,  sewing 
material,  beads,  other  articles,  and  in- 
struction. The  Blackwell's  Island  Fund 
consists  of  voluntary  contributions,  con- 
tributed by  the  club  members  only. 

homes  for  the  blind 

The  problem  of  homes  for  the  blind, 
especially  for  the  aged  and  infirm  blind, 
is  still  unsolved.  Applications  were  made 
in  one  instance  to  eighteen  homes  for  the 
admission  of  a  blind  gentleman,  whose 
blindness  did  not  in  any  way  make  him 
helpless  or  involve  the  need  of  especial 
care.  The  homes  for  the  blind,  as  well 
as  for  the  sighted,  are  usually  over- 
crowded. The  Association  does  not  be- 
lieve in  increasing  the  number  of  homes 
for  the  blind,  for  two  reasons :  first,  with 
better  hygiene  and  improvements  in 
social  conditions,  much  of  the  pres- 
ent unnecessary  blindness  will  disappear, 
making  the  provision  of  homes  for  them 
probably  adequate.  Secondly,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  modern  belief  that  the 
blind  should  not  be  segregated  and 
treated  as  a  class  apart,  but  should  have 
the  stimulus  of  associating  as  much  as 
possible  with  the  sighted  and  sharing 
their  interests,  it  seems  best  to  have  the 
blind  accepted  in  the  homes  for  the 
sighted,  where  their  presence  brings  out 
the  best  qualities  in  the  other  inmates 
and  where  they  themselves  have  not  the 
additional  burden  of  being  forced  to  as- 
sociate solely  with  those  similarly  af- 
flicted. It  is  encouraging  that  the  truth  of 
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this  attitude  has  been  so  far  realized  that 
in  several  instances  blind  people  have 
been  received  in  the  homes  of  the  sig-hted 
with  excellent  results.  The  supply 
of  homes  for  the  aged  and  infirm,  irre- 
spective of  their  loss  of  sight,  seems  to 
be  inadequate.    .    .  . 

HOLIDAY  HOMES 

For  long  in  England,  the  importance 
of  holiday  homes  for  the  blind  has  been 
recognized,  and  several  such  have  shown 
splendid  results.  There  is  no  question 
that  it  is  of  enormous  benefit  for  any 
strong  person  to  have  adequate  vacation 
and  a  good  supply  of  fresh  air  and  sea 
breezes  during  it.  Doubly  important  is 
the  same  provision  for  the  blind  who  are 
usually  below  the  normal  standard  of 
physical  strength.  Often  a  timely  out- 
ing saves  a  blind  worker  from  going 
utterly  to  pieces,  and  vitalizes  him  so 
that  he  is  able  to  return  to  his  occupation 
with  renewed  vigor  and  capacity.  The 
most  economic  solution  of  holidays  for 
the  blind  would  seem  to  have  been 
offered  to  them  at  a  very  moderate  cost 
in  homes,  or  inexpensive  vacation  places 
with  the  sighted.  For  example,  it 
would  seem  thoroughly  reasonable  for 
our  blind  girls  who  are  workers  to 
enjoy  the  hospitality  of  the  working 
girls'  vacation  clubs,  where  it  would  be 
a  pleasure  and  privilege  for  them  to 
associate  with  other  and  more  fortunate 
wage  earners.  If  there  were  a  Mills' 
Hotel  by  the  seaside,  we  hope  that  it 
would  be  hospital  to  our  blind  men. 

ENTERTAINMENTS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

That  all  work  and  no  play  makes 
Jack  a  dull  boy  is  one  of  the  proverbs 
which  still  applies  to  our  modern  civili- 
zation truthfully,  and  perhaps  to  our 
blind  with  most  significance.  Of  course, 
all  blind  children  and  young  people 
should  have  lots  of  fun,  fresh  air,  and 
freedom.  These  are  the  capital  Fs  to 
emancipate  all  our  blind  from  gloom  and 
morbidity. 

Drilling  and  mechanical  exercises  are 
not  of  much  good  for  them,  as  they  lack 
the  distraction  of  seeing  their  neighbors 
drawn  up  in  battle  array  or  performing 
interesting    exercises.    Therefore,  the 


benefit  from  all  kinds  of  games,  of  fun- 
giving,  athletic  equipment  like  swimming 
pools,  running  courses,  swings,  bowling 
alleys,  tandem  bicycles,  blind-man's  buff, 
dancing,  magic  music,  obstacle  races,  and 
the  endless  list  of  ingenious  pastimes, 
which  require  the  use  of  the  mind  and 
body,  and  not  of  sight.  This  applies 
also  to  the  older  blind.  This  need  is 
met  in  some  degree  through  the  work 
in  their  clubs,  through  motor  rides  and 
launch  trips,  through  excursions  to  the 
seaside,  etc.  But  we  don't  have  enough 
of  these  excursions,  enough  motors, 
enough  steam  launches,  enough  money 
for  enough  outings,  and  we  wish  to 
impress  on  our  friends  that  any  help 
in  this  direction  will  be  most  eagerly 
welcomed.  Perhaps  these  ideas  will 
be  smiled  at  incredulously  by  more 
than  one  person  who  cannot  understand 
why  a  blind  person  should  care  for  a 
spin  in  a  motor.  Will  such  people  read 
"  Sense  and  Sensibility,"  by  Helen  Kel- 
ler, and  the  story  of  her  life,  and  see 
what  our  arch  priestess  of  the  blind,  who 
is  also  without  hearing,  says  about  the 
pleasure  of  going  to  Niagara,  or  the  joys 
of  walks  and  drives.  She  writes  in  one 
of  her  inspiring  letters :  "  I  wish  you 
could  ...  be  off  with  us  in  search  of 
woodland  roads.  We  have  found  a  good 
many  about  Wrentham  that  are  full  of 
unexpected  charms.  At  present  we  ^re 
trying  to  find  some  big  pines  which  are 
about  eight  miles  from  here,  and  this 
quest  promises  to  be  almost  as  romantic 
as  the  quest  of  the  Holy  Grail."  ' 

A  never-to-be-forgotten  day  was  given 
to  some  of  our  old  blind  women,  who 
were  treated  to  a  brief  motor  trip.  One 
of  them  was  not  only  decrepit,  but  totally 
deaf,  and  her  gratitude  expressed  in  a 
wonderfully  written  note  to  the  secretary 
is  one  of  the  most  intense  and  touching 
testimonials  in  the  archives  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. The  women  are  still  talking  of 
their  great  day  at  Coney  Island,  of  the 
splendors  of  the  roaring  ocean,  and  their 
joy  in  battling  with  the  waves. 

An  English  authority  said  this  year  at 
Manchester.  "  I  think  every  woman 
should  know  how  to  run,  jump,  dance, 
and  walk  long  distances  at  a  good  pace. 
She   should   also  be  taught  to  locate 
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sounds  by  the  use  of  the  basket  ball. 
She  should  also  know  chess,  drau^a^hts, 
cards,  and  as  many  other  parlor  games 
as  possible." 

Our  girls  are  very  fond  of  dancing, 
and  the  generous  gift  of  an  orchestrion 
by  a  friend  who  knew  what  we  wanted 
has  assured  them  good  music  to  dance 

Helen  Keller  says,  writing  of  the 
"blind,  "  Their  inactivity  and  often  the 
disease  which  caused  their  blindness 
keep  them  undeveloped  and  anaemic. 
If  they  are  to  become  strong,  healthy 
men  and  women  they  must  have  a  great 
■deal  of  unrestrained  exercise  in  the  open 
air." 

THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

Has  been  ready  to  lend  a  hand  (this  in 
'Our  work  of  leading  the  blind  may  be 
taken  literally)  and  to  solve  patiently 
the  difificult  problems  of  how  to  house 
the  homeless,  care  for  the  sick,  and  cheer 
those  who  mourn.    Its  Chairman  writes : 

The  Social  Service  Committee  has 
to  report  another  year  of  continued  work 
and  increased  activities. 

The  number  of  those  applying  for 
reHef  has  been  very  large  and  their 
■distress  and  need  have  been  made  the 
more  urgent  and  appealing  by  the  '  year 
■of  the  panic'  With  scant  funds  to  ex- 
pend and  with  work  difficult  to  find,  it 
would  seem  as  though  the  committee 
were  at  times  as  helpless  as  were  its  ap- 
plicants ;  but  yet  the  minutes  of  the  meet- 
ings record  scarcely  a  case  where  relief 
has  not  been  given,  if  not  immediately, 
yet  surely  in  the  end.  The  kind  of  relief 
provided  has  ranged  from  giving  cheer 
and  advice  and  personal  interest  (psy- 
chotherapy, if  the  term  is  preferred),  to 
the  procuring  of  medical  treatment,  ad- 
mission to  homes,  business  outfits,  and 
— justice. 

The  committee  composed  of  people 
Avith  the  will  to  do  and  the  ingenuity  to 
advise,  is  ready  for  anything,  especially 
when  three  of  the  members  are  them- 
selves blind.  We  should  have  a  larger 
quantity  of  clothes  to  distribute.  What 
to  do  with  several  aged  women  for  whom 
there  is  no  home  to  be  found  is  almost 
our  despair. 


More  people  should  send  broom  orders 
and  chair  caning  to  our  shop,  so 
that  we  could  set  more  men  to  work. 
We  need  to  know  of  people  who  will  do 
friendly  visiting  and  keep  us  informed 
as  to  those  in  whom  they  are  interested. 
Guides  are  needed  to  take  people  to  and 
from  our  classes  of  instruction  and  to 
the  theatres  and  concerts.  In  short,  if 
all  who  are  willing  to  help  in  any  way 
would  communicate  with  us,  we  would 
then  have  larger  resources  with  which 
to  work.  Efforts  are  being  made 
to  enlarge  our  resources  in  this  way,  and 
the  committee  is,  therefore,  looking  for- 
ward to  the  coming  year  as  one  of 
greater  usefulness. 

Raymond  C.  Knox, 

Chairman. 

TICKET  BUREAU 

The  helpfulness  of  the  Ticket  Bureau, 
the  foundation  of  the  organization,  is 
yearly  more  and  more  evident  and  posi- 
tive. It  brings  not  only  pleasures  of  the 
highest  order  to  our  blind,  who  would 
otherwise  be  without  them,  but  through 
music  and  theatre  and  the  wish  to  appear 
fittingly  in  the  world  has  a  many-sided 
educational  efifect.  Tickets  for  any  good 
entertainment,  preferably  in  groups  of 
two  for  a  blind  person  and  a  guide, 
sent  to  the  office  as  far  ahead  of  the  per- 
formance as  possible,  will  be  appreci- 
atively used.  We  acknowledge  gratefully 
the  help  of  managers  and  subscribers  in 
making  this  branch  of  our  work  possible. 
Seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
tickets  have  now  been  distributed  from 
the  Bureau  for  entertainments  ranging 
from  the  circus  to  "  Parsifal."  There  are 
ten  branches  which  have  sprung  from  the 
parent  Bureau. 

THE  WARDROBE 

The  wardrobe  has  been  moved  to  a 
more  adequate  cupboard.  Its  value  is 
proven,  and  the  partly  worn  coats,  shoes, 
trousers,  hats,  gloves,  and  other  raiment 
given  to  it  often  not  only  contribute  to 
the  comfort  and  health  of  the  poor  blind 
person  who  purchases  (for  a  nominal 
sum,  or  works  out  in  some  form  of  use- 
fulness this  payment),  but  often  makes 
it  possible  for  him  to  make  a  proper 
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appearance  as  an  applicant  for  work 
which  he  has  recently  learned,  or  to  face 
the  world  again  after  an  interlude  of 
obscurity  and  incompetence  in  some 
filthy  tenement,  where  he  was  forced  to 
live  after  his  affliction  before  he  learned 
how  to  be  blind. 

GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  WORK  FOR  THE 
BLIND 

In  our  last  report  we  commented  on 
the  neglect  of  the  blind  in  New  Jersey. 


feeling  among  the  bUnd  in  favor  of  this 
retrogressive  step.  The  Secretary  urged 
the  need  of  a  proper  census  as  the  first 
step  toward  an  intelligent  campaign.  A 
Commission  has  since  been  appointed, 
which  has  undertaken  this  work,  which, 
it  is  hoped,  may  be  conducted  wisely 
in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  blindness 
and  to  help  the  blind  of  New  Jersey  to 
help  themselves. 

The  indomitable  field  officer  of  Over- 
brook,  Mr.  Delfino,  who  has  taken  the 


BLIND  GIRLS  ON  A  ROOF  GARDEN  IN  TURKEY 
Even  there  the  need  of  fresh  air  and  exercise  for  the  well-being  of  the  blind  is  recognized 
Sent  by  the  founder  of  Scliool  for  Blind  Girls  at  Oorfa,  Asiatic  Ticrkey 


Numerous  children  were  growing  up  in 
total  ignorance,  which,  for  the  blind, 
means  helplessness,  if  not  worse,  and 
"blind  men  and  women  from  New  Jersey 
made  frequent  applications  to  us  for  help. 

NEW  JERSEY 

At  the  request  of  the  State  Charities 
Aid  in  New  Jersey,  the  Secretary  of  the 
New  York  Association  spoke  at  its  meet- 
ing in  February,  on  the  need  of  work  for 
the  blind  in  New  Jersey.  The  starting 
of  a  blind  institute  for  men  and  women 
■was  being  urged,  and  there  was  much 


personal  census  of  the  blind  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Delaware,  and  secured  such 
hearty  co-operation  in  his  great  work 
from  individuals  and  legislatures,  has 
been  largely  instrumental  in  awakening 
New  Jersey  and  in  helping  it  to  start 
its  work. 

THE     BUFFALO     ASSOCIATION     FOR  THE 
BLIND 

Reports  encouraging  progress.  Reor- 
ganization of  its  work  and  board. 

Many  new  activities  for  the  blind  have 
been  recently  started,  but  we  cannot  at- 
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tempt  to  give  a  complete  list  of  them. 
They  include,  besides  the  New  Jersey 
Commission,  the  Commission  of  Ohio,  an 
organization  in  Quebec  and  one  in  Utah, 
and  a  new  workshop  for  the  blind  in 
Baltimore,  and  an  association  in  Albany. 
There  are  now  in  America  sixteen  in- 
dustrial establishments  for  the  blind,  and 
forty-two  schools. 

In  Britain  there  are  fifty  workshops 
employing  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred 
blind  people.  , 

Debating  societies  for  the  blind  are  ad- 
mirable and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
the  pupils  of  the  California  Institute  for 
the  Blind  hold  the  cup  against  the  sighted 
competitors  in  the  Debating  League  of 
California. 

A  Correspondence  School  for  the 
Blind  is  a  unique  development  of  much 
good. 

The  College  for  the  Blind  started  last 
year  in  England  is  doing  fine  work. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Rev.  Saint 
Clair  Hill,  Principal  cf  the  Leatherhead 
School  for  the  Blind,  etc.,  etc.,  it  is 
hoped  that  some  arrangement  may  be 
made  for  having  these  examinations 
made  possible  for  members  of  the  Associ- 
ation. 

Piano  tuning  is  still  a  field  of  ever 
widening  importance  as  an  occupation 
for  the  blind  who  have  an  accurate  ear. 
The  results  obtained  in  this  department 
wherever  it  is  properly  taught  are  grati- 
fying. 

Massage  for  the  blind  also  is  a  grow- 
ing industry,  as  shown  by  remarkably 
successful  results  outside  of  New  York — 
where  we  hope  that  the  increasing  ap- 
preciation on  the  part  of  the  public  of  the 
capacity  of  the  blind  and  of  their  pe- 
culiarly exquisite  sense  of  touch  and 
dexterity  as  masseurs  will  cause  a  de- 
mand for  them.  The  following  letter 
shows  that  at  least  some  in  New  York 
are  appreciating  the  value  of  blind  mas- 
seurs (for  particulars  concerning  work 
for  them  see  our  First  Report,  page  25). 

2or  East  i6th  Street, 

New  York.  May  2,  1908. 

Mr.  has  been  in  my 

employ  for  thirteen  months.  I  have  been 
suffering  with  paralysis  of  the  left  side. 


and  I  believe  that  his  services  have  ben- 
efited me  materially.  I  have  found  him 
throughout  gentle  and  capable  in  his 
methods. 

From  my  experience  I  commend  him 
to  those  requiring  services  of  this  kind,, 
and  do  so  without  hesitation. 
Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  , 

Major  U.  S.  A.  Retired. 

UNIQUE  OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE  BLIND 

We  find  the  blind  successfully  em- 
ployed in  gardening,  raising  poultry ;. 
some  attending  cricket  and  tennis 
matches  regularly  and  with  keen  interest. 
We  know  a  cutler,  some  botanists,  doc- 
tors, chemists,  and  at  the  International 
Congress  were  displayed  two  pictures 
painted  by  a  blind  artist.  Though  they 
belong  certainly  to  the  impressionist 
school,  the  intention  of  the  artist  was 
clearly  indicated.  This  list  is  supple- 
mented bv  Mr.  Macy's  article  on  page 
SO. 

COURTESIES  AND  CO-OPERATION 

The  Association  owes  a  great  debt 
to  the  invaluable  instruction  and  kind 
hospitality  offered  to  its  representative 
at  the  International  Congress.  Not  only 
was  she  entertained  charmingly  by  the 
officers  of  the  Congress,  but  the  great 
courtesy  shown  by  the  Chairman,  Mr. 
Wilson,  and  his  assistants,  in  procuring' 
data  for  her  papers  and  report,  were  in- 
valuable. Miss  Edith  Wright,  Secretary 
of  the  Northern  Union  of  all  Agencies 
of  the  Blind,  was  also  most  helpful  in 
supplying  important  information,  includ- 
ing the  laws  and  regulations  in  England 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  some  of 
which  were  mentioned  in  the  paper  on 
"  Prevention  "  and  which  now  form  part 
of  the  archives  of  the  Association. 

We  must  record  our  thanks  for  gen- 
erous volunteer  co-operation  in  many 
forms :  To  Mr.  Burritt,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Overbrook,  for  the  loan 
of  valuable  plates  for  illustrations ;  to 
"  Everybody's  Magazine  "  for  permis- 
sion to  reprint  "  Our  Blind  Citi- 
zens '" ;  to  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind ; 
the  Staats-Zeifung,  and  Charities  and 
The  Commons  for  plates  for  illus- 
trations, etc.,  etc.    The  press,  the  Tele- 


Second  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  31 


phone  Company,  and  the  Edison  Com- 
pany liavc  put  us  under  great  obhga- 
tion  bv  their  unfaihng  kindness.  Our 
thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Thomas  Edi- 
for    a    donation    of    a  business 


son 


phonograph,  which  is  of  great  use  in 
teaching  our  men  to  typewrite  from 
it.  The  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
pany for  the  valuable  gifts  of  power 
sewing  machines ;  the  Branson  Ma- 
chine    Company      for     patience  in 


have  had  a  breathless  task  to  keep  up 
to  the  unselfish  pace  set  them  by  their 
blind  competitors,  eight  of  whom  are 
regularly  employed,  some  on  part  time, 
on  the  stafif  of  the  Association. 

So  many  and  varied  have  been  the 
kindnesses  shown  anonymously  as  well 
as  personally  to  us  that  we  wish  to  thank 
all  who  have  helped,  if  their  ef¥orts  have 
been  recorded,  or  if  they  have  not  been 
specified  in  our  large  unclassified  debt — 


A  BLIND  MAN  CLIMBING  MT.  BLANC 

Dr.  Campbell  accomplished  this  feat.     He  says  that  owing  to  the  summit  being  enveloped  in  cloud  he,  a  totally 
blind  man,  was  the  only  one  to  enjoy  the  view,  which  he  could  clearly  see  with  his  mind's  eye 
Courtesy  of  Miissacliusetts  Association  for  Promoting  tlie  Interest  ol  the  iUiiid 


instructing  our  pupils,  and  the  Wal- 
dorf, for  lending  us  platforms  for 
our  industrial  exhibition.  Our  friends 
have  sung  and  played  and  recited  for  us, 
given  us  food  for  the  hungry,  raiment  for 
the  cold,  motors  and  carriages  to  deliver 
articles  after  our  sales  or  for  pleasure 
outings ;  they  have  acted  as  guides  and 
salesmen.  Oitr  Committee  and  our  staff 
have  worked  zealously  and  overtime,  re- 
garding the  success  of  the  work  as  ample 
reward  for  their  generous  gifts  of 
strength  and  time.    Our  sighted  aids 


to  those  whom,  as  Kim  says,  we  let 
"  acquire  merit."  We  regret  that  we 
must  inevitably  have  failed  to  acknowl- 
edge specifically  some  of  the  numerous 
kind  donations. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

Despite  all  our  efforts  to  get  much 
into  little  space,  we  are  fearfully  limited 
for  room  to  run  and  to  move  about  and 
to  play  in.  \\'e  can't  get  the  best  work 
out  of  our  blind  until  we  have  facilities 
like  the  up-to-date  schools,  the  Young 
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People's  Christian  Associations,  the 
model  Hebrew  Technical  School  for 
Girls,  etc.,  etc.,  for  giving  them  opportu- 
nities for  exercise  (see  First  Report,  page 
21 ).  For  the  best  results  doctors  and 
educators  tell  us  that  we  must  have  a 
swimming  pool  and  gymnasium  ( see  First 
Report,  page  27). 

Overbrook,  Pittsburg,  and  Wisconsin 
have  already  swimming  pools  for  their 
blind  pupils,  and  Iowa  and  Perkins  will 
soon  have. 

ADEQUATE  HEADQUARTERS 

It  is  hoped  that  before  long  the  rea- 
sonableness of  our  needs  will  appeal 
to  someone  who  will  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity and  privilege  of  giving  us  per- 
manent and  adequate  headquarters  for 
our  activities.  This  would  be  the  first 
thing  of  this  kind  in  the  country,  in  fact 
in  any  country,  the  first  brick-and-stone 
adequate  recognition  of  the  needs  of  the 
independent  adult  blind  and  of  the  fact 
that  as  a  rule  they  are  eager,  intelligent 
human  beings  with  all  of  our  capacities 
excepting  sight ;  that  they  have  the  same 
aspirations  and  can  carry  out  in  an  as- 
tounding measure  the  same  work  that  we 
do :  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  give  them  a 
hand  to  help  them  to  strengthen  their 
bodies  and  minds  and  to  fit  them  to  again 
take  up  their  role  in  life,  side  by  side  with 
the  more  fortunate. 

BLIND  LIFE  SAVERS 

In  England  we  hear  of  two  sighted 
men  rescued  from  drowning  by  two  blind 
men. 

INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBITION,  ETC. 

The  financial  depression,  which  is  felt 
throughout  the  country  this  year,  forced 
many  older  organizations  to  close  their 
doors,  and  the  struggle  of  our  young 
one  to  continue  its  activities  was  des- 
perate. 

Our  first  ef¥ort  to  raise  money  was 
through  our  Sale,  held  in  December. 
Apart  from  the  articles  to  be  purchased 
here,  we  had  an  industrial  exhibition 
where  blind  men  were  seen,  not  only  at 
various  industries,  including  stenography, 
typewriting  from  the  phonograph,  etc., 
but  playing  cards,  chess,  etc.  In  the  sales- 


room, which  acted  as  the  reception  room, 
where  the  officers  and  such  public- 
spirited  men  as  Dr.  Abbott,  Mr.  Jacob 
Riis,  and  many  others  helped  to  receive 
the  guests,  blind  musicians  sang  and 
played.  On  the  next  floor  an  exhibition 
was  held  of  the  blind  women  at  work, 
and  they  could  be  seen  reading,  writing, 
sewing  by  machine  and  hand,  etc.,  etc., 
and  a  blind  stenographer  received  dicta- 
tion from  visitors.  On  the  top  floor  a 
tea  room  was  efifectively  arranged  and 
refreshments  were  sold  and  dispensed  by 
the  young  women  who  had  this  depart- 
ment in  charge ;  an  especial  vote  of 
thanks  is  due  to  them  for  their  efficient 
work  and  generous  donations  of  cake  and 
flowers,  and  other  marketable  things 
which  did  so  much  to  add  to  the  success 
of  the  occasion.  The  sale  realized 
over  $500,  but  we  trust  that  we  also 
capitalized  the  good  will  of  our  vis- 
itors so  that  they  may  co-operate  with 
us  more  efficiently  in  these  more  pros- 
perous times.  Despite  our  Herculean 
endeavors  we  were  still  in  such  a  bad 
way  financially  that,  but  for  the  timely 
aid  of  the  press  and  two  very  generous 
donations  from  friends  who  read  in  the 
paper  of  our  needs,  we  wouldyiave  been 
forced  to  close  our  shop. 

In  the  spring  we  again  tried  to  better 
our  condition  by  holding,  on  March  2, 
at  the  Plaza,  the  Grande  Redoute  Rose, 
which  ball,  under  the  patronage  of  His 
Excellency  the  French  Ambassador,  and 
Madame  Jusserand,  and  many  other  dis- 
tinguished people,  was  sufficiently  suc- 
cessful to  enable  us  to  struggle  through 
the  summer  months. 

OUR  WORK  UNIQUE 

Our  work  is  only  limited  for  lack  of 
funds.  We  depend  absolutely  on  volun- 
tary contributions,  receiving  support 
neither  from  the  city  or  the  state.  We 
have  already  proved  that  the  occupations 
for  the  blind,  which  have  been  successful 
in  older  civilizations,  are  usually  practi- 
cal in  ours.  While  it  is  often  said  that 
there  are  lots  of  organizations  for  the 
blind  in  New  York,  we  stand  absolutely 
alone  for  what  we  are  doing,  and  we 
come  in  contact  with  a  larger  number 
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of  the  blind  than  any  other  one  organi- 
zation in  the  world.  In  Buffalo  is  the 
first  branch  started  by  us. 

In  New  York  there  are  two  schools 
for  the  blind,  one  at  Batavia,  supported 
by  the  state ;  the  other  in  New  York 
City,  supported  by  the  state  and  city  and 
private  contributions,  having  also  endow- 
ment ;  one  working  home  in  Brooklyn 
for  blind  men.  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions  :  one  Home  for  the  Indigent 
Blind,  supported  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions and  endowment ;  a  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  in  Brooklyn,  supported  by  the 
Sunshine  Society ;  the  Church  Home 
for  Blind  \\'omen  in  Brooklyn,  supported 
by  the  Episcopal  Church ;  a  Catholic 
Home  for  Blind  Children  on  Long  Island, 
supported  by  contributions ;  St.  Joseph's 
Asylum  for  Blind  Girls  on  Staten  Island ; 
a  provision  made  by  the  city  in  the  poor- 
house  ;  St.  Xavier  Publication  Society ; 
Zieglcr  Magazine  for  the  Blind. 

Therefore,  before  our  organization 
existed,  there  was  no  choice  for  the  man 
or  woman  without  means  who  became 
blind,  other  than  to  be  a  dependent  on  pri- 
vate charity  or  on  public  charity.  Three- 
quarters  of  the  entire  number  of  the  blind 
lose  their  sight  after  the  school  age, 
when  the  state  makes  no  provision  for 
them  outside  of  the  poorhouse,  prisons, 
and  insane  asylums,  to  the  last  of  which 
many  of  the  blind  have  gone  because  they 
had  no  interest  in  their  lives. 


EDUCATED  BLIND 

We  have  had  gentlemen  holding 
college  diplomas  come  to  us,  from  the 
poorhouse,  asking  for  work.  We  have 
had  an  ex-prisoner  sent  to  us,  especiallv 
recommended  by  intelligent  and  non-sen- 
timental men  who  knew  his  history ; 
this  showed  that  his  sudden  blindness 
and  poverty  had  caused  him  to  beg.  For 
this  he  had  first  been  locked  up.  When 
released,  having  found  beggary  pun- 
ishable, being  unwilling  to  starve  or  to 
go  to  the  poorhouse,  he  had  stolen,  for 
which  method  of  livelihood  he  had 
again  been  imprisoned.  When  offered 
honest  work  and  pay,  he  was  eager  to 
accept  it. 


PREVENTION    OF  CRIME 

It  is  therefore  indisputably  proved 
that  the  work  of  the  Association 
is  not  only  to  prevent  blindness,  but  also 
to  prevent  blindness  causing  laziness  and 
despondency,  and  thereby  often  forc- 
ing the  honest  man  to  become  criminal. 

NEW  METHODS 

We  are  constantly  studying  old  and 
new  methods  to  interest  and  employ  the 
blind  and  we  can  also  claim  some  original 
and  successful  innovations,  such  as 
switchboard  operating,  typewriting  froni 
the  phonograph,  etc.  We  have  introduced 
in  this  country  electric  power  sewing  ma- 
chines and  the  use  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent of  shorthand  machines  for  the  blind. 

MEMORIALS 

Our  work  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the 
use  of  memorials  which  can  be  made 
to  perpetuate  from  day  to  day  actively 
the  memory  of  a  loved  one  by  bringing 
light  to  those  who  sit  in  darkness.  We 
will  be  glad  to  make  suggestions  concern- 
ing the  application  of  any  gifts  which 
might  be  contemplated.  All  money  is  in- 
vested by  our  trustees.  Bishop  Greer.  Mr. 
Phipps,  and  Mr.  Warburg,  and  the  in- 
comes of  endowments  are  used  only  for 
the  special  purposes  designated. 

HELP 

Will  not  everyone  who  reads  this,  and 
who  is  not  moved  to  help,  according  to- 
his  capacity,  close  his  eyes  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  try  to  realize  what  hopeless 
blindness,  vmrelieved  by  work  or  play, 
blindness  in  despair  and  impotence  must 
be ;  and  realize,  too,  that  he  can  help  to 
make  it  what  Helen  Keller  calls  "  dark, 
wise,  vital,  thought-quickening  dark." 

Lincoln  said,  "  If  slavery  is  not  wrong 
then  nothing  is  wrong."  Many  of  the 
blind  have  heretofore  been  slaves  fettered 
by  their  darkness.  To  co-operate,  no 
matter  how  humblv.  in  our  efforts  to 
prevent  blindness  and  to  give  industry, 
self-respect,  and  ambition  to  the  blind  is 
to  do  part  of  the  work  of  emancipating 
capable  and  industrious  people  who  ask 
us  only  the  opportunity  which  they  can 
find  through  our  Light  House — if  the 
Association  is  given  the  money — we  can 
give  them  "  Light  through  Work." 


LETTER  FROM  THE  FORMER  DIRECTOR  OF  CENSUS 


To  the  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  BHnd. 

Madmn:  In  reading  over  the  statistic 
tables  from  the  census  I  made  for  the 
New  York  State  Commission  for  the 
BHnd  in  1906,  I  find  that  of  the  5,308 
cases  tabulated  67.29  per  cent,  lost  their 
sight  after  school  age ;  of  these  7.25  per 
cent,  had  received  some  training  since 
blindness,  and  of  these  1.74  per  cent, 
were  earning  .28  per  cent.,  or  in  actual 
figures  10  individuals  were  self-support- 
ing. The  remainder  were  entirely  de- 
pendent on  public  or  private  charity  or 
hard-working  friends  and  family,  only 
a  few  had  incomes  large  enough  to  keep 
them  from  want. 

These  figures  show  a  crying  need 
throughout  the  State  for  means  of 
teaching  this  horde  of  untrained  adult 
blind. 

In  New  York  City  our  Association, 
and  a  home  for  the  Indigent  Blind 
(where  a  limited  number  of  men  do  chair 


caning  and  mattress  making),  in  Brook- 
lyn a  small  Industrial  Home  for  Blind 
Men,  and  in  Buffalo  an  Association  for 
the  Blind,  inspired  by  us,  are  working 
for  the  adult  blind,  but  otherwise  there  is 
no  provision  for  these  people  in  the  Em- 
pire State. 

Training  shops  should  be  started  in  all 
the  cities  and  home  teachers  sent  out 
wherever  they  are  needed,  so  that  we 
will  no  longer  find — as  in  the  Census  of 
1906 — moral  capable  people  shut  up  in 
institutions  for  delinquents,  or  utterly  de- 
pendent on  charity,  merely  because  they 
have  no  opportunity  to  learn  "  How  to  be 
Blind." 

All  over  the  country  they  should  have 
the  opportunity  to  work  at  employments 
in  which  it  has  been  proven  that  the 
blind  can  do  well,  and  find  interest  and 
distraction  in  their  otherwise  hopeless 
lives. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edith  Holt  Bloodgood. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OCULIST  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 


During  the  past  year  exclusively  adult 
blind  have  sought  my  services.  Most  of 
them  were  stricken  when  possessed  of 
full  health  and  sight ;  a  few  were  victims 
of  congenital  disease  of  the  eye.  All 
were  at  one  time  able  to  see ;  some  now 
are  blind ;  others  have  partial  vision. 
These  last  are  particularly  encouraged 
Vi  hen  the  examiner  can  give  a  reasonably 
good  outlook  for  the  retention  of  their 
remaining  sight :  thev  seem  to  gain 
thereby  a  fresh  incentive  to  work  for 
self-support  and  the  distractions  of  set 
toil.  The  others — whose  visual  doom  it 
is  the  oculist's  painful  duty  to  pro- 
nounce— at  first  undergo  varying  emo- 
tions, but  kindly  suggestions  from  the  ex- 
aminer and  guidance  of  the  general 
health  by  the  ph}sician,  both  of  whom 


may  outline  some  mental  distractions  as 
well,  will  help  to  reconcile  the  blind  to 
their  special  privation. 

How  can  these  reconciling  factors  be 
increased  ? 

By  offering,  through  gymnasia  or 
pleasure  grounds,  means  of  outdoor  ex- 
ercise to  the  blind.  This  has  been  tried 
successfully  here  and  abroad,  and  should 
be  extended,  for  its  production  of  physi- 
cal well-being  and  the  resultant  "  sound 
mind,"  which  can  be  permanently  assured 
by  appropriately  chosen  work,  stimulated 
bv  occasional  prize  competition.  Let  us, 
then,  strive  to  lighten  the  lot  of  the  blind 
bv  inculcating  in  them  the  desire  for 
health,  exercise,  and  occupation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Iz.\rd  Middleton,  M.  D. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DOCTOR  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 


The  oculist  takes  the  responsibihty  of 
caring  for  the  eyes  of  the  co-operators  of 
the  Association,  leaving  only  the  matter 
of  their  general  physical  welfare  in  my 
charge.  All  the  men  in  the  work- 
shop have  had  a  thorough  physical  in- 
spection, some  have  suffered  from  colds 
and  one  from  tuberculosis.  There  have 
been  some  slight  accidents  but  no  mor- 
tality, and  the  general  health  has  been 
fair. 

The  hygiene  of  both  the  office  and  the 
workshop  is  carefully  considered  and  the 
plan  for  better  ventilation  in  both  places 
will  be,  we  hope,  of  great  benefit. 

It  is  natural  to  find  general  weakness 
and  anemia  in  the  adult  blind  who  have 
lost  their  sight  from  some  recent  catas- 
trophe or  illness,  and  for  these  the  phy- 
sician realizes  the  essential  need  of  fresh 
air,  exercise,  swimming  pools,  and  plenty 
of  work  and  amusement  in  order  to 
help  them  to  regain  vigor  and  cheerful- 
ness. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  general 
importance  now  given  to  athletics  and 
fresh  air  and  play  in  our  public  schools 


will  so  extend  to  our  blind  schools  that 
those  who  come  to  us  knowing  how  to 
be  blind  will  also  come  to  us  physically 
and  mentally  fitted  to  be  helpers  and  not 
drags  on  the  Association,  which  too 
often  has  to  build  them  up  physically  as 
well  as  to  teach  them  how  to  work. 

It  is  only  proper  to  say  that  some  grad- 
uates from  the  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Overbrook  show  the  best  physical  condi- 
tion. 

After  examining  new  applicants  at  the 
Light  House,  one  realizes  more  and 
more  how  great  a  boon,  to  the  man  sorely 
handicapped  by  loss  of  sight,  who  is 
forced  to  sit  in  the  gloom  of  inactivity, 
is  this  opportunity  given  by  the  Associa- 
tion to  take  up  his  share  in  the  day's 
work. 

Not  alone  his  physical  being  awakens 
and  responds,  but  his  mental  horizon 
widens  and  fresh  inspiration  comes  from 
the  friendly  contact  with  his  fellow- 
workers  and  with  the  sympathetic  officers 
of  the  Association. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Seward  Erdman,  M.  D. 


"  I  sincerely  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  writing 
you,  but  I  am  so  wonderfully  happy  and  interested  in  my  new  studies  I  wish  to 
thank  you  for  your  goodness  to  me  and  also  to  show  you  how  I  am  progressing 
with  the  typewriter. 

"  Each  day  I  will  thank  you  for  your  goodness  and  kindness  to  me.  I  am 
so  happy  now  and  hope  in  the  future  I  will  be  able  to  help  others  and  make  them 
as  happy  as  myself." — From  a  "beginner  "  in  blindness. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  devise  a  more  appropriate  or  more  suggestive  motto 
than  that  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  beneficiaries  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind — "  Light  Through  Work."  It  is  a  reminder  of  the  dread- 
ful isolation  from  human  activities  and  interests  which  is  suffered  by  those  blind 
people  who  are  doomed  to  lives  of  idleness,  no  matter  how  comfortably  they  may 
be  cared  for,  and  of  the  great  blessing  it  is  to  such  unfortunates  to  be  enabled  to 
engage  in  some  useful  occupation,  and  it  tells  in  a  phrase  the  whole  story  of  the 
plan  and  efforts  of  a  most  beneficient  organization  for  the  welfare  of  those  who 
in  a  literal  and  material  sense  "  sit  in  darkness." 

— From  an  Editorial  in  the  Tribune. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


This  Committee  was  appointed  June, 
1908,  and  was  organized  largely  through 
the  devoted  efforts  of  Miss  Louisa  Lee 
Schuyler. 

It  has  an  office  at  289  Fourth  Avenue, 
in  charge  of  its  Executive  Secretary, 
George  Allen  Hubbell,  Ph.  D. 

Its  field  is  new  but  has  now  been  suf- 
ficiently examined  to  warrant  adoption  by 
the  Committee  of  plans  for  a  campaign. 
The  Committee  proposes  to  direct  its 
efforts  towards  the  elimination  of  all 
forms  of  preventable  blindness  with  spe- 
cial emphasis  on  the  prevention  of  In- 
fant Ophthalmia.  Its  field  of  activity 
is  educational  and  co-operative  in  char- 
acter. 

The  educational  work  is  to  be  carried 
forward  by  the  preparation,  publication, 
and  dissemination  of  printed  matter,  bv 
public  lectures  and  addresses,  and  by 
means  of  the  public  press.  A  leaflet  set- 
ting forth  the  purposes  of  the  Committee 
has  already  been  issued.  A  sub-com- 
mittee has  in  preparation  an  extended 
publication  on  Infant  Ophthalmia  and 
several  other  publications  are  planned. 
Members  of  the  Committee  have  been 
active  in  the  promotion  of  its  objects. 


Miss  Holt  attended  and  addressed  the 
International  Conference  for  the  Blind 
at  Manchester.  England.,  in  July,  as  its 
representative.  Dr.  Lewis  has  addressed 
the  State  Conference  of  Charities  and 
Corrections  at  Elmira  on  Infantile  Oph- 
thalmia, and  also  a  group  of  physicians  at 
Rochester,  and  the  secretary  has  ad- 
dressed several  small  meetings. 

In  co-operation  we  believe  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Committee  has  had  a 
stimulating  effect.  The  State  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  the  New  York  City  De- 
partment of  Health,  and  Dr.  Goler,  the 
Health  Officer  of  Rochester,  have  all 
made  encouraging  advances  towards  the 
prevention  of  Infant  Ophthalmia.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  this  Committee  to  co- 
operate with  and  sustain  such  public  de- 
partments and  officials  in  their  efforts, 
and  to  aid  in  procuring  proper  legislation 
and  appropriations.  A  definite  program 
in  that  direction  is  now  being  considered. 
The  Committee  is  also  seeking  the  co- 
operation of  all  interested  in  its  subject  to 
aid  in  its  campaign  of  publicity. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)  P.  Tecumseh  Sherman, 

Chairman. 


"  I  am  enclosing  $5.00,  which,  I  trust,  you  will  accept  as  my  small  share  in  the 
work." — Extract  from  a  letter  of  a  successful  blind  student  of  the  Association. 

"  It  is  very  encouraging  to  note  the  progress  that  the  Association  has  made. 
I  am  indeed  interested  in  the  work  by  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind." 
— Helen  Keller,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Association. 
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A  special  committee  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  has  issued  a 
most  interesting  and  informing  pamphlet  on  "  Children  Who  Need  Not  Have  Been 
Blind," — From  an  Editorial  in  the  New  York  Times. 


PREVENTABLE  BLINDNESS 


By  MISS  WINIFRED  HOLT 
Honorary  Secretarv  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

(Reprinted  from  the  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Second  Triennial  Conference  on  the  Blind, 

at  Manchester,  igo8) 


Waste  is  still  the  great  moral  problem 
o£  the  world,  and  he  who  prevents  waste 
contributes  to  his  kind,  as  surely  and  di- 
rectly as  he  who  produces. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  us  workers,  sup- 
ported by  Government  and  public  opin- 
ion, to  stamp  out  unnecessary  blindness, 
which  is  half  of  the  blindness  of  the 
world.  According  to  the  statistics  of 
1907,  in  London  40  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
of  blindness  are  still  preventable,  the  re- 
sult of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  which 
causes  blindness  during  the  first  weeks 
of  an  infant's  life.  According  to  the 
latest  statistics,  33  per  cent,  of  blindness 
in  the  State  of  New  York  is  caused  by 
the  same  unnecessary  disease.  It  is  not 
without  significance  that  this  33  per  cent, 
resulting  from  culpable  negligence  is  the 
same  percentage  given  some  years  ago 
by  Dr.  Armitage  in  his  valuable  book. 
There  are  to-day  in  England  about  12,000 
who  are  unnecessarily  blind,  suffering 
from  infantile  ophthalmia ;  in  America 
there  are  over  7,000. 

The  efforts  of  the  doctors  to  eradicate 
this  plague  have  been  insufficient ;  there 
has  been  enough  sentiment,  enough 
printed  and  said  to  have  long  ago  ex- 
terminated the  disease  if  ink,  paper,  and 
emotion  could  do  it. 

A  special  State  Commission  for  the 
Blind  was  created  by  the  New  York 
Legislature  in  1906,  and  Dr.  Park  Lewis, 
an  oculist  of  great  ptiblic  spirit  and  dis- 
tinction, became  its  president.  As  Dr. 
Lewis  is  one  of  the  vice-presidents 
(  among  whom  we  have  also  the  honor  of 
numbering  Helen  Keller)  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  organ- 
ized in  1905,  he  was  familiar  with  our 
census  work,  and  the  Commission  ar- 
ranged with  the  Association  to  complete 
the  census  throughout  the  State.  Nine 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five 


cases  were  reported,  statistics  were  taken 
from  5,312  with  detailed  statements, 
noting  the  causes  of  blindness. 

Impressed  with  these  melancholy  sta- 
tistics, this  spring  the  New  York  Associ- 
ation for  the  Blind  also  formed  a  special 
Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness, to  work  in  co-operation  with  other 
committees  and  workers.  This  Commit- 
tee includes,  besides  Dr.  Lewis,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Health  of  the  City  of  New 
York  and  the  Commissioner  of  Health 
of  the  State,  and  has  been  given  $5,000 
this  year  by  an  anonymous  benefactor  to 
pursue  its  investigations  and  preventive 
efforts.  It  is  preparing  popular  pam- 
phlets on  the  subject  of  the  prevention 
of  Infant  Ophthalmia  and  the  need  of  a 
systematic  campaign  against  it,  and 
making  every  effort  to  educate  public 
opinion  before  agitating  for  additional 
legislation  next  winter.  It  is  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  committee  that  I  have  been 
asked  to  speak  to  you  on  Prevention. 

Though  I  am  indebted  for  much  in- 
formation to  the  scholarly  papers  of  doc- 
tors, philanthropists,  and  students  from 
many  lands,  from  whom  I  will  quote 
freely,  I  must  deal  with  the  subject  from 
the  layman's  point  of  view. 

Though  many  other  countries  have 
given  deep  thought  and  made  intelligent 
effort  for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  the 
time  at  my  disposal  makes  it  necessary 
for  me  to  limit  my  remarks  to  conditions 
and  remedies  affecting  the  loss  of  sight 
in  the  Mother  Country  and  in  America. 
For  convenience,  I  will  divide  my  sub- 
ject into  four  sub-divisions.  The  first 
concerns  infant  blindness;  second,  un- 
necessary loss  of  sight  in  school  children ; 
third,  prevention  of  blindness  in  those  of 
working  age ;  and  fourth,  preventable 
blindness  in  old  age. 

Unquestionably,  the  greatest  dragon  tc 
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be  slain  for  the  emancipation  of  those 
who  are  thrust  unnecessarily  into  the  path 
of  blindness  is  this  demon  of  Infant  Oph- 
thalmia, which  claims  annually  thousands 
of  defenceless  babies  shortly  after  their 
birth,  when  their  sight  could  be  saved  if 
the  machinery  of  the  State,  which  should 
protect  them  when  they  are  too  young  to 
protect  themselves,  would  see  that  when 
they  are  born  their  eyes  are  properly 
washed  and  have  one  or  two  drops  of  a 
I  per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver carefully  dropped  into  them.  This 
great  prophylactic,  discovered  by  Crede 
in  1883,  has  reduced  infant  blindness  in 
our  days  from  occuring  in  30  to  50  per 
cent,  of  the  cases  of  births  in  hospitals  to 
practically  none  where  it  is  properly  used. 
In  the  Sloan  Maternity  Hospital  in  New 
York,  after  4,000  births  in  which  the 
Crede  method  was  employed,  not  one 
case  of  infant  ophthalmia  developed. 
We  find  similar  results  wherever  proper 
precautions  are  being  taken  to  kill  this 
virulent  microbe,  which  is  so  frequently 
present  in  the  eyes  of  the  infant,  but 
which  can  be  so  easily  destroyed. 

In  up-to-date  hospitals  infant  oph- 
thalmia is  practically  non-existent ;  it 
rarely  occurs  in  the  practice  of  conscien- 
tious doctors.  An  American  physician, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  using  Crede's  so- 
lution, omitted  it  twice  at  the  birth  of  two 
children.  In  both  of  these  instances  oph- 
thalmia developed.  A  distinguished  oc- 
ulist this  winter  had  three  cases  of  in- 
fant blindness  which  had  come  to  him 
from  well-known  physicians,  and  which 
were  the  direct  evidence  of  the  neglect  of 
the  children  at  the  time  of  birth.  There 
is  no  question  that  even  with  doctors  the 
importance  of  the  unfailing  use  of  a 
prophylactic,  no  matter  what  the  home 
conditions  of  the  patients  may  be,  must 
be  made  imperative. 

By  far  the  greatest  number  of  cases  of 
hifantile  blindness  occur  in  the  homes  of 
the  poor  where  the  births  are  attended 
by  midwives.  In  the  United  States 
about  half  the  children  are  born  under 
their  ministrations.  One  of  your  noted 
authorities  said  recently  that  40  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  of  blindness  were  due  to 
want  of  proper  care  by  midwives. 


The  rules  of  the  Department  of  Health 
concerning  midwifery  in  the  State  of 
New  York  for  igo8  lay  special  stress  on 
the  precautions  necessary  for  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  in  l^abics.  The  mid- 
wife's home  and  equipment  must  at  all 
times  be  open  for  visitation  by  the  Board 
of  Health,  etc.  The  equipment  required 
by  law  is  carefully  prescribed  and  a  list 
of  its  contents  given.  It  must  include 
boric  acid  powder,  also  a  i  per  cent,  so- 
lution of  nitrate  of  silver. 

The  rules  read  further :  "  As  soon  as 
the  child  is  born,  the  eye  should  be 
washed  with  boric  acid  solution.  The 
eyelids  must  then  be  separated  and  one 
or  two  drops  of  a  i  per  cent,  solution  of 
silver  of  nitrate  dropped  in  the  eyes  and 
the  lids  brought  together."  Every  child 
should  be  thoroughly  examined  after 
birth,  and  if  the  child  has  or  develops  any 
of  the  following  conditions,  a  physician 
must  be  summoned.  These  conditions 
include  "  swelling  and  redness  of  the 
eyelids,  with  a  discharge  of  matter  from 
the  eyes.  Within  ten  days  of  the  birth  of 
the  child  the  midwife  must  send  a  report 
of  the  birth  to  the  Department  of  Health 
on  one  of  the  blanks  issued  for  that  pur- 
pose." These  instructions  for  midwives 
are  printed  in  a  small  book,  to  be  had 
free  of  cost,  in  English,  German,  Yid- 
dish, and  Italian. 

But  what  is  to  prevent  a  midwife,  as 
in  the  case  of  a  doctor  who  relied  on  the 
apothecary's  solution,  using  a  20  per 
cent,  of  silver  of  nitrate  instead  of  a  i 
per  cent,  called  for?  What  is  to  insure 
her  having  a  proper  solution  of  boric 
acid?  Dr.  Park  Lewis  suggests  that  the 
I  per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
which  is  absolutely  free  from  any  danger 
to  the  eyes,  should  be  employed,  and 
should  be  prepared  and  gratuitously  dis- 
tributed by  the  Health  Department.  The 
solution  would  then  always  be  ready  for 
use,  would  be  of  known  strength  and 
purity,  of  trivial  cost,  and  of  incalculable 
value.  In  England  efforts  of  this  kind 
have  been  made  with  antitoxine  and  calf- 
lymph.  There  is,  therefore,  ample  prec- 
edent. 

"  If  the  midwife  is  to  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  her  neglect  to  use  proper  prophy- 
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lactic  measures  under  penalty  of  losing 
lier  license,  as  she  should  be,  then 
she  should  have  the  prophylactic  put  in 
her  hands  with  fullest  directions  for  its 
use,  that  no  excuse  may  exist  for  omit- 
ting it." 

A  good  example  is  given  us  by  Eng- 
land in  the  Association  for  Promoting  the 
Training  of  Midwives. 

America  would  do  well  to  copy  what 
has  already  been  done  in  Yorkshire  in 
making  the  registration  of  births  not  only 
compulsory  but  required  within  at  least 
48  hours,  or  earlier  if  possible,  and  in  hav- 
ing a  woman  Health  Inspector  to  visit  the 
baby's  home  on  receipt  of  the  notification 
of  its  birth.  In  this  way  much  valuable 
knowledge  could  be  obtained  and  re- 
corded, and  it  would  be  an  added  safe- 
guard to  have  a  second  report  concerning 
the  infant's  condition  and  home  sur- 
roundings to  make  sure  that  no  reinfec- 
tion of  the  eyes  would  occur.  A  trained 
nurse  to  follow  up  delinquent  patients 
from  the  clinics,  and  to  see  that  the  pre- 
scribed treatment  is  carried  out,  is  also  a 
good  thing. 

Though  they  have  unquestionably  done 
good,  the  practicability  of  our  special 
laws  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  in 
America  is  being  questioned.  We  have 
the  Howe  and  Derby  laws.  The  latter 
gives  power  to  imprison  and  fine  the  per- 
son responsible  for  permitting  the  occur- 
rence of  infant  ophthalmia.  The  late  Dr. 
Derby,  the  originator  of  this  law,  told 
me  that  the  great  difficulty  under  his  law 
was  in  securing  the  required  evidence 
to  convict  the  person  whose  carelessness 
had  permitted  the  development  of  oph- 
thalmia. He  himself  personally  ap- 
peared against  several  culpaljle  mid- 
wives  and  had  them  imprisoned  and  fined 
for  the  babies'  blindness.  Often  we  find 
that  this  law  intimidates  the  midwife,  so 
that  she  fears  to  report  a  case  of  infant 
blindness  to  the  physician,  and  the  par- 
ents, who  frequently  believe  that  the 
child's  blindness  is  a  visitation  of  Provi- 
dence on  them  for  their  sins,  often  refuse 
to  let  its  affliction  be  known  in  time  to 
save  its  sight.  For  these  reasons  fre- 
quently these  children  are  hidden  and 
their  loss  of  sight  is  not  known  until  they 


appear  later  in  the  schools  for  the  blind, 
when  all  chance  for  recovery  has  passed. 

For  some  time  your  midwife  laws  have 
been  better  than  ours,  and  very  important 
is  the  requirement  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives'  Board  that  "  every  midwife  must 
decline  to  attend  alone,  and  must  advise 
that  a  registered  medical  practitioner  is 
sent  for  whenever  there  is  inflammation 
to  even  the  slightest  degree  to  the  eyes 
and  eyelids."  But  would  not  this  law 
be  still  more  effective  and  much  time  and 
unnecessary  disease  be  averted,  if  it  re- 
quired the  Health  Board  to  furnish  the 
nndwife  with  the  necessary  eyewash  for 
the  infant  and  with  the  prophylactic  de- 
cided upon,  to  be  given  in  sealed  am- 
poules, and  to  require  the  midwife  to 
state  in  registering  the  birth  whether  the 
prophylactic  had  been  used  or  not? 

I  know  the  answer,  "  But  the  prophy- 
lactic cannot  be  agreed  upon."  Is  not 
it  time — over  time — to  come  to  some  de- 
cision on  this  point?  The  result — stop- 
ping infant  ophthalmia  by  the  harmless 
use  of  at  least  two  germ  destroyers  (ni- 
trate of  silver  in  a  i  per  cent,  solution  or 
protargol)  is  proven. 

Dr.  Lewis,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Infant  Ophthalmia  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  makes 
these  recommendations  among  others : — 

(2)  Distribution  by  Health  Boards  of 
circulars  of  advice  to  midwives  and 
niothers,  giving  instruction  as  to  the 
dangers,  methods  of  infection,  and  proph- 
ylaxis of  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

(3)  The  preparation  and  distribution 
by  Health  Boards  of  ampoules  or  tubes 
containing  the  chosen  prophylactic.  For 
midwives  i  per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  is  almost  universally  recom- 
mended by  obstetricians  and  ophthalmol- 
ogists. For  physicians,  the  Crede  solu- 
tion should  consist  of  a  2  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  chemically  pure  fused  nitrate  of 
silver.  If  used  as  directed  by  Crede,  one 
drop  from  a  glass  rod  ^  in.  in  diameter, 
it  is  free  from  excessive  irritation  and  ab- 
solutely safe.  To  insure  purity  of  drug, 
and  accuracy  of  doses,  the  Crede  solu- 
tion should  be  given  freely  to  physicians 
who  make  application  therefor.  This 
however,   should   be   merely  advisory 
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The  Health  Department  should  be  free 
to  use  such  prophylactic  as  it  may  deem 
best. 

(4)  Periodic  report  to  Board  of  Health 
by  all  physicians  engaged  in  obstetrics  of 
the  number  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  ne- 
onatorum that  has  occurred  in  their  prac- 
tice, whether  or  not  a  prophylactic  was 
used — if  so,  what — together  with  the  re- 
sult. 

(5)  The  accomplishment  of  these 
measures  by  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees through  the  various  State  and 
county  societies,  whose  co-operation 
would  make  concerted  action  possible. 

"If  the  right  of  personal  property  of  a 
minor  child,  and  more  especially  of  an  in- 
fant, be  put  in  jeopardy,  the  law,  repre- 
senting the  StatCj  takes  upon  itself  to 
stand  between  that  child  and  the  danger 
with  which  he  is  threatened.  His  par- 
ents or  guardians  may  not  maltreat  or 
starve  or  otherwise  abuse  him.  They 
may  not  misappropriate  his  estate  if  he 
has  one.  He  is  not  permitted  to  labor 
while  of  school  age,  lest  he  be  deprived 
of  the  privileges  of  education  while  still 
a  child  and  lose  thereby  a  right  to  which 
the  State  considers  him  entitled.  Neither 
should  negligence  or  indifference  rob  him 
of  one  of  his  precious  possessions  by  put- 
ting out  his  eyes  while  still  too  helpless 
to  protect  himself.  The  child  is  entitled 
to  the  right  of  protection  in  his  weakness 
by  the  State." 

The  unions  of  institutions,  societies, 
and  agencies  for  the  blind,  so  successful- 
ly organized  in  England,  are  examples 
of  the  kind  of  co-operative  effort  which 
must  do  great  things  for  concerted  pre- 
ventive action. 

But  we  cannot  expect  the  law  or  the 
doctor  or  associations  working  for  the 
Blind  to  be  entirely  responsible  for  the 
perfect  carrying  out  of  the  course  which 
they  suggest.  The  law  and  every  phy- 
sician's effort  must  be  supported  by  the 
layman.  Is  it  not  he  who  reminds  the 
policeman  of  his  duty  or  administers  the 
dose?  The  subject  of  prevention  must 
be  taken  up,  not  only  by  the  Government 
and  the  medical  profession,  but  by  all 
associations  working  for  social  better- 
ment, especially  by  organized  charities 


and  women's  clubs.  Public  sentiment 
must  do  its  part  to  liberate  those  most 
I)itiful  slaves,  the  babies,  who,  if  not 
killed  or  enfeebled  by  purulent  oph- 
thalmia, are  compelled  to  enter  upon  lives 
of  unnecessary  darkness. 

In  New  York,  i6,ooo  has  recently  been 
asked  for  to  build  a  kindergarten  for 
those  children  who  should  never  have 
been  blind.  In  a  Brooklyn  home  for 
blind  babies,  out  of  16  children  all  but 
three,  possibly  two,  were  blind  from  in- 
fant ophthalmia — an  institution  main- 
tained at  large  expense  almost  exclu- 
sively for  children  who  never  should  have 
been  blind  at  all. 

Helen  Keller  says  truly,  that  when  we 
understand  our  duty  to  imborn  genera- 
tions the  institutions  of  the  blind  to  which 
we  now  point  with  pride  will  remain  as 
monuments  to  our  ignorance  and  to  the 
needless  misery  that  we  have  endured. 

BLINDNESS  RESULTING  FROM  THE  INTER- 
MARRIAGE OF  THE  BLIND 

It  is  doubtful  if  blindness  resulting 
from  the  intermarriage  of  the  blind, 
whose  blindness  may  or  may  not  be  vis- 
ited on  their  children,  is  a  question  for 
Government  to  regulate.  We  need  only 
turn  to  history,  romance,  or  poetry  to  see 
that  a  bar  against  marriage  usually  acts 
as  a  stimulus  for  run-away  matches. 

When  the  blind  themselves  realize  that 
their  intermarriage  is  often  disastrous 
and  a  menace  to  the  welfare  of  society, 
they  will  not  often  countenance  it.  The 
education  of  the  sighted  and  the  blind  on 
this  subject  will  be  its  surest  deterrent. 
For  example :  In  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tions of  the  great  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Overbrook,  Pennsylvania,  a  self-govern- 
ing body,  the  blind  have  themselves  made 
a  rule  that  in  case  of  a  blind  person 
marrying  one  similarly  afflicted  he  or  she 
will  be  dropped  from  the  Association. 
Their  reasons  for  this  are,  the  undesira- 
bility  of  blind  matches  from  an  hereditary 
as  well  as  from  an  economic  point  of 
view.  As  a  member  of  the  Overbrook 
Association  says,  "  No  family  can  do  its 
best  without  a  pair  of  windows  in  it." 

In  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  which  has  its  shops  and  classes  for 


Second  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  43 


men  and  women  separate,  the  blind  co- 
operators  are  strongly  opposed  to  their 
intermarriage. 

We  know  of  one  family  of  a  blind  mar- 
riage where  there  are  seven  blind  chil- 
dren. In  another  family  of  a  similar 
marriage,  where  for  five  generations 
there  has  been  blindness ;  and  in  still 
another,  of  well-to-do  people,  who  have 
liad  every  advantage  from  the  educa- 
tional and  financial  standpoint,  there  are 
three  blind  children,  and  there  has  been 
blindness  as  far  back  as  the  family  is 
traced. 

All  organizations  for  the  blind  should 
take  this  grave  question  to  heart,  and 
make  an  efifort  to  prevent  the  unneces- 
sary association  of  blind  men  and  women. 
Some  otherwise  good  homes  and  other 
associations  for  the  blind  unconsciously 
promote  this  result.  The  men  and 
women  meet  often  in  common  sitting- 
rooms  or  dining-rooms  or  for  entertain- 
ments ;  they  are  thrust  on  each  other's 
society — the  inevitable  and  highly-unde- 
sirable result  being  friendships  which 
may  lead  to  intermarriage. 

A  great  educator  and  friend  of  the 
blind,  who  is  himself  blind,  said  to  me, 
"  If  I  had  my  way,  I  would  have  the  boys' 
school  in  one  end  of  the  State  and  the 
girls'  in  the  other."  Would  it  not  be  bet- 
ter to  more  generally  adopt  this  sugges- 
tion, even  with  grown-ups?  From  one 
home  for  the  blind  I  know  10  couples 
whose  marriage  was  the  result  of  friend- 
ships formed  in  this  otherwise  model 
place,  which  was  acting  as  an  uncon- 
scious matrimonial  bureau. 

Such  conditions  are  perfectly  avoid- 
able. 

The  blind  should  have  plenty  of  so- 
ciety and  enjoyment  with  the  sighted,  but 
not  be  forced  to  associate  with  those  of 
the  other  sex  who  are  similarly  handi- 
capped. 

If  marriages  between  those  suffering 
from  hereditary  blindness  would  cease, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  much  needless 
blindness  would  disappear. 

BLINDNESS     IN     SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

Unnecessary  blindness  of  children  is 
the  next  step  in  our  program  for  pre- 
vention.   Greater  care  by  parents  and 


guardians  in  not  permitting  children  to 
play  with  pointed  instruments,  knives, 
scissors,  button-hooks,  toy  firearms, 
matches,  or  fire  would  save  many  eyes. 
Our  noisy,  patriotic  celebrations  with  ex- 
plosions of  miniature  torpedoes,  fire- 
works, etc.,  invariably  leave  their  melan- 
choly trail  of  blind  children.  Patriotism 
would  lack  none  of  its  proud  fervor  if  it 
could  be  evinced  without  the  destruction 
of  the  vision  of  future  citizens. 

Much  blindness  would  be  prevented  by 
the  better  treatment  of  the  eyes  of  chil- 
dren suffering,  or  convalescent  from 
scarlet  fever  and  measles ;  for  these  dis- 
eases often  cause  loss  of  sight.  Small- 
pox, which  frequently  menaced  eyes,  is 
iDccoming,  we  hope,  with  plague  and  yel- 
low fever,  a  thing  of  the  past ;  but,  not- 
withstanding, laws  concerning  compul- 
sory vaccination  should  be  insisted  upon. 
Happily,  Government  and  the  medical 
profession  continue  actively  to  extermi- 
nate and  isolate  infectious  diseases  of  the 
eye,  such  as  trachoma. 

All  schools  should  be  under  strict  medi- 
cal supervision,  if  schools  for  the  sighted 
or  schools  for  the  blind. 

Any  child  who  cannot  see  to  read  or- 
dinary school  books  may  be,  for  our  pur- 
pose, considered  blind. 

Risley  says,  in  the  Bulletin  of  the 
American  Academy,  June,  1902  :— 

"  I  have  demonstrated  by  the  statisti- 
cal studies  in  the  schools  of  Philadelphia 
that  II  ig-iooths  per  cent,  had  model 
eyes,  while  88  8i-iooths  per  cent,  mani- 
fested some  congenital  defect.  Model 
eyes  remain  in  uniform  percentage  to  all 
the  ages  of  school  life.  The  students 
with  the  defective  eyes,  especially  those 
with  astigmatism,  suffered  from  pain, 
headache,  and  reflex  nervous  symp- 
toms, and  from  these  was  recruited  a 
steadily  advancing  percentage  of  near- 
sighted eyes,  with  their  characteristic 
pathologic  conditions." 

Dr.  Case  says  : — 

"  It  is  a  matter  of  daily  observation 
that  eye  strain  will  disturb  the  mental 
processes,  producing  mental  inaptitude 
and  backwardness  in  children.  Their 
comprehension  seems  obtuse  and  slow, 
and  confusion  of  thought  exists." 

In  a  large  percentage  of  cases,  there  is 
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no  room  for  doubt  that  truancy  in  school 
children  can  be  traced  to  this  cause. 

No  child  should  be  admitted  to  a  school 
until  it  has  been  satisfactorily  demon- 
strated that  it  is  in  a  proper  physical  con- 
dition to  support  the  strain  to  its  nervous 
system  and  eyes.  It  would  be  well,  not 
only  that  our  Boards  of  Education  should 
have  the  power  of  prescribing  the  treat- 
ment for  children's  eyes,  but  that  they 
should  be  supported  by  the  Government 
in  forcing  the  parents  to  take  proper  care 
of  them. 

I  have  known  a  case  of  blindness  where 
I  myself  took  the  school  child  first  to  the 
hospital  for  treatment.  He  was  sent 
home,  with  instructions  to  be  kept  out  of 
the  light.  At  the  time,  he  could  not  see 
at  all.  Subsequently  when  I  visited  him, 
I  found  that  Ins  parents  had  not  only  kept 
him  out  of  the  light,  but  so  eager  were 
they  to  carry  out  the  doctor's  instructions 
that  he  had  been  shut  in  a  practically 
hermetically-sealed  room ;  the  child  was 
nearly  dead.  He  was  removed  to  the 
country,  where  he  subsequently  recovered 
his  sight.  It  should  have  been  within  the 
power  of  the  School  Board  to  have  had 
this  child's  eyes  properly  treated,  and  to 
see  that  he  was  subsequently  given  every 
possible  chance  for  recovery.  Qiildren 
with  defective  vision  should  be  taught  in 
separate  classes,  if  not  altogether  with 
the  blind. 

All  eyes  of  school  children  should  be 
regularly  examined  by  an  expert,  and  re- 
ports kept  showing  the  condition  of  any 
with  defective  eyes ;  such  should  be  ex- 
amined at  least  yearly.  Those  children 
requiring  medical  treatment  should  re- 
ceive it,  and  glasses  should  be  furnished 
for  them.  If  their  parents  are  unable  to 
pay  for  this,  the  School  Board,  or  local 
charities,  should  settle  the  question  and 
have  the  child's  health  given  every  nec- 
essary advantage. 

Under  the  Inspection  of  School  Chil- 
dren Act  here,  the  first  Medical  Inspec- 
tion Officer  in  Liverpool  was  appointed 
recently.  The  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion is  expected  to  recommend  the  forma- 
tion of  school  clinics.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision of  glasses ;  the  Educational  Com- 
mittee of  Liverpool  may  advance  money 


to  parents,  who  are  to  pay  in  instalments. 

The  question  of  economy  should  not 
be  considered  ;  it  is  absolutely  certain  that 
the  more  we  spend  intelligently  on  the 
public  schools,  the  less  we  will  be  obliged 
to  spend  on  our  prisons  and  workhouses. 
A  large  percentage  of  children  in 
blind  schools  should  never  have  been 
blind ;  these  schools  exist  at  great  public 
cost  for  the  benefit  of  many  pupils  who 
should  never  have  entered  them. 

The  State  of  New  York  expends  an- 
nually about  $100,000  for  the  education 
of  300  blind  children.  If  it  becomes  re- 
sponsible for  the  support  of  a  dependent 
blind  person  throughout  his  lifetime,  it 
may  cost  over  $10,000  for  his  individual 
support.  Do  these  figures  not  indicate 
the  extravagance  to  the  community  of 
non-prevention  ? 

The  neglect  of  the  eyes  of  children, 
apart  from  all  humane  considerations 
and  the  incalculable  suffering  produced, 
may  be  a  serious  cost  to  the  Government 
in  two  ways ;  first,  for  supporting  per- 
haps a  dependent  blind  person ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, for  supporting  an  individual  whose 
visual  infirmity  has  caused  him  to  become 
a  criminal.  Dv.  Van  Fleet  says  in  his 
pamphlet  "  Defective  Vision  in  Its  Re- 
lation to  Crime  "  : — 

"  Eyes  are  merely  the  principal  ave- 
nues through  which  intellectual  food  is 
acquired.  .  .  .  Defective  vision  may  not 
be  in  itself  sufficient  to  make  a  man  a 
criminal,  but  its  influence  is  great  and 
deserves  careful  consideration." 

The  relation  of  eye  strain  and  crime 
is  one  of  increasing  interest  and  impor- 
tance, and  surely  one  which  touches  the 
State  and  the  public  welfare. 

UNNECESSARY    BLINDNESS    AT  M^ORKING 
AGE 

Preventable  blindness  occurs  often  in 
so-called  dangerous  industries  such  as 
quarrying  and  mining  where  regulations 
providing  for  the  proper  inspection  and 
isolation  of  dynamite  are  not  enforced. 
The  shocking,  needless  loss  of  life  and 
sight,  in  the  mines  of  America,  is  at  last 
arousing  popular  indignation,  and  must 
soon  be  stopped.  Much  waste  of  sight 
occurs  also  in  works  where  glass  and 
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steel  filings  and  quicklime  are  used.  In- 
sufficient laws  exist,  requiring  the  em- 
ployer to  provide  safety  devices  on  ma- 
chinery where  the  eyes  of  the  workmen 
are  imperiled.  Often  the  employer  is  will- 
ing to  furnish  these  appliances,  but  the 
workman,  in  his  ignorance  or  carelessness 
of  danger,  is  unwilling  to  use  them. 

Burns  of  the  eye  occur  in  occupations 
where  acid  gases  are  used.  This  can, 
and  should  be  prevented  by  proper 
draughts  for  carrying  off  the  fumes. 
Burns  from  molten  metals  and  damage 
from  flying  chips  may  often  be  prevented 
by  the  use  of  glasses  with  isinglass  or 
wire  gauze  similar  to  those  worn  by  mo- 
torists. 

Laws  regulating  dangerous  industries 
and  requiring  the  factory  inspectors  to 
see  that  proper  safety  devices  are  pro- 
vided, and,  in  case  they  are  not,  visiting 
the  responsibility  of  the  blindness  of  the 
workmen  on  the  employer  who  fails  to 
furnish  them,  and  punishing  him  heavily 
for  his  neglect,  would  help  to  prevent 
much  unnecessary  blindness  among 
wage-earners  whose  loss  of  sight  often 
plunges  their  family  into  extreme  pov- 
erty and  misery,  and  causes  them  to  de- 
pend on  charity  for  their  existence. 

Frequently  improper  treatment  of  a 
small  injury  to  the  eye  will  lead  to  its 
total  loss  and  the  sympathetic  loss  of  the 
other  eye.  Here  again  the  laws  of  h\  - 
giene  should  be  taught  by  the  Department 
cf  Health,  so  that  persons  suffering  from 
accident  would  realize  the  importance  of 
going  at  once  to  a  proper  doctor  or 
clinic,  thus  saving  sight. 

The  recent  Pure  Food  laws  will  do 
much  to  diminish  the  unconscious  and 
the  conscious  drinking  of  wood  alcohol, 
which  often  results  in  atrophy  of  the  optic 
nerve  and  much  needless  blindness. 

UNNECESS.XRY     BLINDNESS     AFTER  THE 
WORKING  AGE 

Our  fourth  and  last  class  of  prevent- 
able blindness  concerns  those  who  have 
passed  the  working  age.  It  is  well 
known  that,  as  a  rule,  the  blind  are  poor, 
their  poverty  having  often  caused  their 
blindness  either  from  improper  attention 
at  birth  or  later  in  school  years,  from 


poor  nourishment  and  home  conditions  or 
overstrain.  Perhaps  overtaxing  the  eyes 
at  copying  music,  engraving,  lace- 
making,  or  other  exacting  pursuits  may 
have  weakened  the  sight,  or  dissipation 
iri  youth  or  old  age  has  led  to  blindness. 
Drink,  drug  habits,  or  excessive  nervous 
strain  may  lead  to  these  results.  Among 
those  no  longer  young  there  is  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  blindness  from  neglected 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
A  Broom  Maker,  Needlessly  Blind 

This  old  gentleman  liad  a  creditable  record  in  the  Army, 
and  later  as  a  blind  man.  Said  "  if  one  has  courage  one 
can  figlit  with  his  eyes  shut  "  Which  was  the  braver 
fighter,  the  soldier  or  the  broom  maker  ? 

cataract.  If  this  is  removed  by  a  simple 
operation,  sight  can  often  be  recovered. 
This  fact  should  be  more  generally 
known. 

Education,  the  general  betterment  of 
social  conditions,  improved  convalescent 
homes  and  hospitals  will  do  much  to  di- 
n-inish  blindness  in  old  age,  which  is  fre- 
quently the  result  merely  of  the  decline  of 
the  vital  forces.  I  know  of  two  cases 
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where  the  loss  of  si^tjht  was  merely  tem- 
porary, and  caused  by  hunger  and  nerv- 
ous strain.  When  these  difficulties  were 
removed  the  patients  recovered.  This 
problem  of  the  aj^ed  who  are  unneces- 
sarily blind  must  find  its  solution  in  the 
improvement  of  the  general  social  prob- 
lem, together  with  better  housing  and 
sanitary  regulations,  which  tend  to  pro- 
long vitality  and  add  to  the  longevity  of 
the  race. 

In  reviewing  the  four  classes  which 
show  so  much  preventable  blindness,  we 
can  see  that  we  can  stop  much  of  it  if  we 
will  combine  to  use  even  the  machinery 
already  in  operation.  We  can  wipe  out 
40  per  cent,  of  preventable  blindness 
fiom  infant  ophthalmia  in  England. 
Another  percentage  could  be  prevented 
by  the  proper  care  of  children  and  better 
treatment  of  infectious  diseases  such  as 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  etc.,  and  by  the 
regular  inspection,  medical  care,  and 
provision  of  glasses  for  school  chil- 
dren requiring  them.  More  blindness 
could  be  prevented  by  the  proper 
supervision  of  industries  by  factory 
inspectors  and  obliging  employers  to 
furnish  safety  devices  and  educating  the 
workmen  to  use  them.  Further,  with  the 
general  betterment  of  living  conditions, 
including  better  food,  sanitation,  and 
more  fresh  air,  the  sight  will  be  im- 
proved, and  in  many  cases  not  lost. 
Should  we  economize  human  eyes  in  all 
these  ways  suggested,  the  statement  re- 
cently made  in  New  York  by  an  expert 
statistician  and  student  of  the  subject, 
that  over  one-half  of  all  blindness  was 
absolutely  unnecessary,  is  not  in  the  least 
an  exaggeration. 

Let  me  summarize  briefly  what  steps 
for  prevention  this  necessarily  incom- 
plete paper  has,  I  hope,  proved  would  be 
acceptable  to  most  of  us. 

( 1 )  Proper  statistics  relating  to  the 
blind. 

(2)  The  enforcement  and,  where  ad- 
visable, ratification,  of  existing  laws  reg- 
ulating midwifery.  These  should  pre- 
scribe their  equipment  to  include  at  least 
a  proper  prophylactic,  i  per  cent,  of  ni- 
trate of  silver  or  a  preparation  of  protar- 
gol,  furnished  in  sealed  ampoules  by  the 
Board  of  Health. 


(3)  The  prompt  registration  of  all 
births,  the  statement  of  the  prophylactics 
having  been  used,  and  the  visit  of  a  wo- 
man inspector  to  the  child's  home  on  re- 
ceipt of  the  registration  of  its  birth. 

(4)  The  immediate  notification  to  the 
Board  of  Health  on  an  incipient  case  of 
infant  ophthalmia,  and  the  withdrawal 
of  the  license  of  the  midwife  who  fails  to 
report  such  infection. 

(5)  The  rec[uirement  of  medical  in- 
spection of  all  school  children,  and  the 
jjrovision  of  proper  medical  care  and 
glasses  for  them,  to  be  furnished,  if  not 
by  the  parents,  by  the  local  authorities  or 
the  Board  of  Education. 

(6)  Greater  vigilance  in  the  treatment 
of  infectious  diseases  such  as  measles  and 
scarlet  fever ;  the  imperative  notification 
of  ophthalmia  in  all  cases  as  an  infec- 
tious disease,  and  the  enactment  of  obli- 
gatory laws  concerning  vaccination. 

(7)  The  requirement  by  law  of  proper 
isolation  and  inspection  of  dynamite. 
The  requirement  of  the  employer  to  pro- 
vide proper  safety  devices  in  industries 
imperiling  the  sight  of  the  workmen, 
and,  in  case  of  his  failure  to  do  so,  visit- 
ing the  responsibility  of  blindness  to  the 
employe  upon  the  employer  by  a  heavy 
fine. 

(8)  The  general  improvement  in  hos- 
pitals, convalescent  homes,  of  hygiene 
and  living  conditions,  and  better  pro- 
vision for  homes  for  the  aged  which 
would  minimize  the  unnecessary  loss  of 
eyesight. 

(9)  The  instruction  of  doctors,  mid- 
wives,  and  parents  concerning  the  dan- 
gers of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  the 
placing  of  preventive  literature  by  the 
Board  of  Health  in  their  hands. 

(10)  The  co-operation  of  all  organiza- 
tions working  for  the  blind  and  social  bet- 
terment with  each  other,  with  the  Gov- 
ernment and  with  the  public  in  a  united 
efifort  to  exterminate  the  existing  waste 
of  human  sight. 

We  know  what  to  do.  Shall  we  not  do 
it  ?  Is  it  not  for  us  to  dedicate  ourselves 
to  rout  out  this  curse  from  our  lands  by 
a  sane  co-operation  ?  Thus  only  shall  we 
save  that  sight  which  God  gave  and 
which  man,  in  his  criminal  carelessness, 
takes  away. 


STENOGRAPHY  FOR  THE  BLIND 


BY  A  BLIND  STENOGRAPHER 


The  first  man  to  introduce  the  teacli- 
ing  of  shorthand  for  the  bHnd  in  this 
country  was  O.  H.  Burritt,  then  superin- 
tendent of  the  State  School  for  the  Blind 
at  Batavia,  N.  Y.  A  few  pupils  who 
seemed  especially  adapted  to  this  line  of 
work  took  it  up,  and  I  was  fortunate 
enous'h  to  be  among  that  number.  After 
having  acquired  stenography  and  type- 
writing I  returned  to  my  home,  and 
should  not  have  been  able  to  take  it  up 
as  a  profession  had  it  not  been  for  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Miss  Holt,  the  secretary  of  that  organ- 
ization, had  studied  stenography  for  the 
blind  in  England,  where  it  was  earlier 
recognized  as  a  practical  field  for  them. 
In  ^Birmingham  there  is  a  public  sten- 
ographic office  with  several  blind  sten- 
ographers who  do  efficient  work,  and  the 
graduates  of  the  Norwood  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  who  are  considered  proficient 
in  stenography,  have  secured  excellent 
positions. 

Miss  Holt,  who  was  searching  for 
blind  stenographers,  heard  of  me  through 
Mr.  Burritt,  and  I  now  have  the  privilege 
of  being  her  private  secretary.  I  am  very 
glad  that  she  chose  me,  not  because  I  was 
blind,  but  because  she  considered  my 
work  well  done  and  on  a  par  with  that  of 
sighted  stenographers. 

The  Stainsby- Wayne,  the  wonderful 
machine  which  I  use  for  my  shorthand 
rotes,  weighs  only  nine  pounds,  and  is 
very  simple  in  mechanism,  having  only 
six  keys  with  which  to  form  all  the  com- 
binations used  in  the  system.  The  blind 
stenographer  uses  the  six  just  as  the 
sighted  stenographer  uses  his  pencil,  the 
system  being  much  the  same,  only  more 
arbitrary. 

In  detail  the  process  of  taking  short- 
hand is  first  by  pressing  on  the  keys 
with  a  quick  elastic  touch,  by  which  a 
raised  shorthand  type  cipher  is  printed 
on  a  slip  of  white  paper,  which  unwinds 
from  a  large  roll  placed  in  a  bracket  at 
the  left  side,  and  travels  across  a  tray  on 
the  top  of  the  machine.    This  paper  re- 


sembles the  kind  used  in  tickers  in  the 
stock  exchanges.  A  roll  of  paper  will 
last  several  days. 

NOTES  READ  WITH  THE  FINGERS 

After  the  dictation  has  been  taken  the 
paper  is  rolled  back  again,  and  is  then 
ready  to  be  read  with  the  fingers  and 
transcribed  to  the  typewriter.  I  could 
vvrite  a  pamphlet  on  one  of  these  rolls, 
which  can  be  replenished  very  easily  by 
simply  slipping  the  spool  out  of  the 
bracket  and  placing  it  in  the  fresh  roll. 

So  you  see  my  notebook  is  a  large  roll 
of  narrow  paper,  and  the  notes  which  are 
taken  on  this  paper  can  be  read  just  as 
easily  six  months  hence  as  they  could  the 
clay  they  are  taken.  I  have  also  put  into 
Braille  the  instructions  for  using  the 
shorthand  machine  for  the  benefit  of  my 
pupils  and  for  my  own  reference. 

MACHINE  WRITES  RAISED  PRINT 

The  machine  writes  a  raised  print 
formed  from  the  English  Braille.  I  have 
been  asked  why  I  do  not  substitute  New 
York  Point,  which  is  another  raised  type, 
for  my  stenographic  notes.  This  would 
be  impossible,  as  the  shorthand  must  be 
written  in  a  type  which  has  limitless  con- 
tractions, and  the  English  Braille  is  the 
only  type  at  the  present  time  which  fills 
the  requirements,  although  the  Improved 
Braille,  which  is  the  simplest  tactile  print, 
undoubtedly  will  be  substituted  in  time. 

The  typewriter  used  differs  in  no  way 
from  the  ordinary  machine.  The  use 
of  the  machine,  which  runs  easily, 
keeps  the  fingers  flexible  and  does 
not  dull  the  sense  of  touch,  makes  sten- 
ography particularly  desirable  for  the 
blind,  as  it  is  perfectly  possible  for  it  to 
be  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  playing 
the  organ  or  the  piano. 

MASTERED  SYSTEM  IN  A  WEEK 

My  first  pupil  has  mastered  the  sys- 
tem in  a  week,  and  is  now  taking  letters. 
She  has  been  an  organist  and  is  also  a 
pianist.    It  is  possible  to  attain  a  high 
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rate  of  speed,  the  machine  heing  guar- 
anteed to  write  140  words  a  minute.  It 
is  perfectly  possible  for  Wind  sten- 
ographers to  do  technical  work  for  doc- 
tors or  statisticians. 

I  have  just  completed  some  work  in 
this  line  for  a  physician  of  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital,  for  which  the  usual  rates 
for  stenographic  work  were  paid.  There 
are  now  three  blind  stenographers  who 
have  done  work  in  connection  with  the 
association. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  great  possi- 
bilities in  this  field  for  the  sightless.  It  is 
my  firm  belief  that  a  blind  person  of  av- 


erage intelligence  and  plenty  of  patience 
and  "  sticktoitiveness  "  must  succeed  in 
this  work.  It  is  pleasant  and  interesting 
work,  especially  in  an  office  where  the 
correspondence  is  varied,  and  I  expect 
before  many  years  to  see  the  public  eager 
to  hire  the  "  blind-sighted  "  stenog- 
rapher.— By  Grace  E.  Keator.* 

[Copyright,  1908,  Charities  and  The  Commons,  New 
York.]' 

*  Miss  Keator  was  the  first  stenographer 
without  sight  to  be  employed  by  the  Associa- 
tion. She  took  in  shorthand  and  transcribed 
most  of  both  of  its  reports.  Sb.e  is  not  only  a 
regular  member  of  the  staff,  but  by  her  en- 
ergy and  enthusiasm  is  an  invaluable  co-oper- 
ator who  helps  both  by  work  and  example. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Blind  girls  taking  dictation  by  shorthand 


"OUR  BLIND  CITIZENS 


By  JOHN  MACY 

(By  permission  of  Everybody's  Magazine) 


Blind  men  teach  us  that  there  is  none 
so  Wind  as  those  who  see. 

Once  I  was  in  a  smoking-car  playing 
whist  with  three  blind  men.  We  had  an 
ordinary  pack  of  cards  with  the  denom- 
inations in  raised  points  on  the  corners. 
The  car  was  crowded  and  the  passengers 
in  our  vicinity  were  pressed  close  about 
us.  They  were  most  courteous  and  kind, 
and  overwhelmed  us  with  cigars,  until 
one  of  my  friends,  a  cornetist,  feared  the 
efYect  of  too  much  smoking  on  his  "  horn- 
lip,"  and  another,  a  tenor,  had  to  plead 
for  his  voice  against  further  indulgence. 
In  this  group  one  could  see  exemplified 
the  kindly  ignorance  of  the  public  about 
the  blind.  For  although  we  called  our 
cards  as  we  played  them  and  discussed 
the  plays,  the  spectators  talked  to  one 
another  and  to  me  as  if  my  blind  friends 
were  also  deaf  and  could  not  overhear. 
And  when  one  of  the  blind  men  made  an 
unusually  good  play,  our  fellow  pas- 
sengers applauded  as  one  would  pat  a 
child  on  the  back  or  cry  "  Bravo !  "  to  a 
one-armed  acrobat  performing  a  difficult 
trick  on  the  vaudeville  stage.  Yet  many 
blind  men  are  adept  in  cards. 

This  incident  explains  what  a  blind 
man  meant  who  said  to  me  that  it  was 
not  blindness  that  kept  him  down,  but  the 
prevailing  assumption  on  the  part  of  the 
seeing  that  the  blind  man  cannot  do  what 
he  caji  do. 

If  all  the  instruction  of  good  schools 
is  lavished  on  a  blind  man  and  he  attains 
a  high  degree  of  skill,  his  labor  is  arid 
and  his  ambition  is  but  sorrow  unless  his 
fellow  men  employ  his  skill,  accord  it  the 
recognition  without  which  no  man  has 
heart  for  efifort,  and  give  for  it  the  wage 
v.hich  is  the  laborer's  right.  Perhaps 
the  readers  of  Everybody's  will  submit 


to  a  mild  lecture  on  the  square  deal  for 
the  blind  man,  if  they  remember  that  any 
one  of  us  may  be  suddenly  thrown  into 
the  night  of  blindness  or  see  friend  or 
kinsman  slipping  into  the  abyss,  so  deep 
and  dark  when  we  do  not  understand  it, 
so  full  of  brave  possibilities  when  we 
look  searchingly  into  it. 

There  have  been  schools  for  the  blind 
in  our  older  states  for  three-quarters  of 
a  century  and  in  the  newer  states  for  a 
generation.  These  schools  are  only  for 
children,  a  small  part  of  the  blind.  How 
well  some  of  them  do  the  work  for  which 
the  public  supports  them  may  be  sug- 
gested by  the  fact  that  the  director  of  a 
famous  institution,  who  held  his  posi- 
tion for  thirty  years,  could  not  read  any 
of  the  raised-point  systems  in  which 
books  are  printed  for  the  sightless ;  and 
in  another  school  pupils  have  been 
primed  in  advance  for  the  questions  they 
were  to  be  asked  on  the  examination 
papers.  This  made  an  excellent  showing 
of  successful  scholarship  to  the  trustees — 
usually  distinguished  citizens  who  know 
little  about  the  blind.  Some  of  the  state 
institutions  are  fuddled  with  politics. 
And  in  general  the  education  of  the  blind 
suffers,  as  does  much  American  educa- 
tion, from  the  lack  of  trained  men  in  the 
teaching  profession,  from  the  prevailing 
third-rateness  to  which,  by  withholding 
social  honor,  and  adequate  money  recom- 
pense, we  have  forced  the  manly  occupa- 
tion of  instructing  the  young. 

What  can  blind  men  do? 

I  have  before  me  the  report  of  the 
Royal  Glasgow  Asylum  for  the  Blind 
in  Scotland.  In  three  years  the  av- 
erage annual  sales  of  work  done  by 
the  blind  in  that  institution  amounted 
to  nearly  £30,000.    The  variety  of  occu- 


*  We  regret  that  space  forces  us  to  give  only  extracts  of  this  valuable  article,  which 
appeared  in  the  October  number  of  Everybody's  Magazine. 
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pations  shown  in  the  report  is  astonish- 
ing to  one  who  does  not  know  what  to 
expect  of  sightless  men.  Here  is  pic- 
tured a  class  of  twelve  boys  operating 
typewriters  in  conjunction  with  phono- 
graphs. Blind  men  are  operating  circu- 
lar saws,  band-saws,  and  grindstones.  A 
class  of  girls  is  working  at  power  sewing 
machines.  The  picture  of  the  blind 
workers'  swimming  club  shows  a  group 
of  sturdy  men  who  do  not  look  as  if  they 
passed  their  days  in  selling  shoestrings 
or  playing  a  fiddle  on  the  street  corner. 
We  see  Ijoys  at  work  with  carpenters' 
tools,  learning  basketry  from  a  blind  in- 
structor, running  foot-power  turning- 
lathes  ;  girls  making  brushes  and  twine 
netting;  men  making  cork  fenders  and 
sieves. 

Visitors  to  the  Jamestown  Exposition 
may  have  seen  the  beautiful  rugs  and 
curtains  manufactured  by  blind  men  and 
women  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind. 
Similar  fabrics  are  being  sold  every  day 
at  the  salesroom  in  Boston  and  at  the 
new  shop  opened  this  summer  at  Man- 
■chester-by-the-Sea.  Orders  have  come 
from  other  states  and  other  nations,  and 
some  of  the  great  stores  in  Boston  and 
New  York  have  put  the  good^-^ion  sale. 
The  workmanship  is  excellent,  and  is  all 
the  product  of  hands  not  guided  by  sight, 
though  done  under  the  direction  of  see- 
ing designers.  The  blind  workers  re- 
ceive fair  wages,  and  are  happier  than 
they  have  ever  been  before  during  their 
years  of  blindness.  They  are  not  gen- 
iuses, not  "  wonderful,"  but  ordinary 
blind  persons,  properly  trained. 

A  wire-worker  in  Massachusetts  who 
lost  his  sight  is  enabled,  with  some  as- 
sistance and  instruction,  to  continue  his 
old  trade.  Another  Massachusetts  man, 
stone  blind,  has  invented  a  "  Wunder 
mop  "  and  the  machinery  for  making  it. 
A  trade  in  this  mop  is  being  built  up 
through  Boston,  and  some  day  there 
ought  to  be  blind  agents  out  with  it  all 
over  the  country.  The  same  man  has  in- 
vented an  improved  track  broom  for  use 
on  car  rails. 

The  other  day  I  saw  at  the  rooms  of 
.the  Massachusetts  Commission  a  split- 


cane  stool.  The  frame  had  been  made  by 
a  blind  man.  The  cane  had  been  woven 
by  another  blind  man.  And  a  third  blind 
man,  the  assistant  superintendent  em- 
ployed b}'  the  commission,  had  taught  the 
workers. 

Blind  men  have  proved  their  skill  in 
many  occupations.  They  have  estab- 
lished their  ability  as  musicians,  teachers, 
repairers  and  tuners  of  pianos,  cobblers, 
weavers,  carpenters,  basket-makers,  mat- 
tress-makers, masseurs,  typewriters,  op- 
erators of  private  telephone  exchange 
boards,  farmers,  poultrymen,  merchants, 
sales-agents,  shop-keepers.  The  United 
States  Census  Bulletin  shows  that  the 
blind  and  their  friends  have  reported 
over  a  hundred  occupations  in  which  one 
or  more  sightless  persons  are  at  present 
engaged.  From  this  bulletin,  of  course, 
we  cannot  tell  how  well  they  succeed. 

The  question  of  pecuniary  success 
aside,  there  seems  no  limit  to  the  variety 
and  degree  of  the  achievements  of  the 
blind.  Some  one  has  said  that  a  blind 
man  can  do  anything  but  paint  a  picture. 
If  the  picture  has  three  dimensions,  as  in 
sculpture,  he  can  attain  a  high  artistic 
skill.  So  low  a  relief  as  an  embroidered 
design  on  cloth  does  not  baffle  his  fingers. 
Several  of  the  blind  weavers  of  Massa- 
chusetts, after  working  on  designs  fur- 
nished by  the  seeing  designers,  have 
made  excellent  patterns  themselves. 

In  intellectual  pursuits  blind  men  have 
attained  distinction.  Nicholas  Saunder- 
son,  blind  from  childhood,  was  professor 
of  mathematics  at  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge in  the  first  part  of  the  eighteenth 
centur}'.  He  lectured  on  optics  and  the 
theory  of  vision !  Henry  Fawcett,  blind 
at  twenty-one,  became  professor  of  po- 
litical economy  at  Cambridge  University, 
was  a  member  of  Parliament  for  twenty 
years,  and,  as  postmaster-general  in 
Gladstone's  government,  introduced  the 
parcels-post.  A  blind  man.  Professor  E. 
D.  Campbell,  holds  the  chair  of  chemistry 
at  Ann  Arbor.  Professor  Edward 
Crowell,  who  has  taught  Latin  at  Am- 
herst for  fifty  years,  has  been  blind  for 
twenty  years.  Prescott,  the  American 
historian,  was  nearly  blind.  All  the 
world  has  heard  of  the  eloquence  of  the 
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Hon.  T.  P.  Gore,  the  blind  senator  from 
Oklahoma.  General  Brayton,  the  blind 
boss  of  Rhode  Island,  lacks  physical 
sight  and  perhaps  some  other  kinds  of 
vision.  Chris  Buckley,  the  blind  boss  of 
San  Francisco,  prospered  for  years  on 
his  discerning  sense  of  "touch."  (And 
speaking  of  San  Francisco,  the  Japanese 
give  their  blind  a  practical  monopoly  in 
massage.)  Dr.  Campbell,  an  American 
blind  man, — who,  by  the  way,  has  climbed 
Mont  Blanc, — is  head  of  the  Royal  Nor- 
mal College  for  the  Blind  in  England. 
Homer,  Milton,  and  Helen  Keller  are 
three  wise  ones  whose  paths  through  the 
dark  have  been  lighted  by  the  stars  of 
poetry. 

Blind  men  of  genius  and  power  stand 
out  as  exceptions,  not  in  the  kind  of  thing 
they  have  done,  but  only  in  the  degree  of 
their  success.  They  prove  that  the  brain 
and  the  skillfully  managed  hand  are  the 
instruments  of  human  achievement. 
They  force  the  seeing  person  to  observe 
himself  and  discover  that  he  does  not  de- 
pend, or  need  not  depend,  so  much  on  his 
sight  as  the  arrogance  of  the  eye  leads 
him  to  believe.  A  pig  in  the  presence  of 
a  landscape  has  excellent  vision.  A  blind 
man  with  brains  can  see,  and  by  means  of 
words  make  his  reader  see,  an  argument 
— or  the  battle  in  "  Paradise  Lost  "  be- 
tween the  angels  and  the  fiends.  The 
head  and  the  hand  make  the  human  be- 
ing. In  factories  you  will  see  operators 
doing  deft  mechanical  work  ancl  hardly 
looking  at  the  process  under  their  fingers. 
You  will  catch  yourself  letting  your  eyes 
wander  idly  without  interrupting  many 
of  the  ordinary  acts  of  daily  life.  Blind- 
ness makes  some  things  impossible,  many 
other  things  difficult.  But  the  blind  man 
suffers  not  so  much  from  the  difficulties 
inherent  in  blindness  as  from  the  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  seeing  to  draw  in 
the  wrong  place  the  line  between  the  sur- 
mountably  difficult  and  the  impossible. 

It  is  worth  noting  here  that  the  com- 
missions in  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts were  appointed  as  the  result  of  vol- 
unteer associations,  which  worked  in  the 
face  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  estab- 
lished schools  and  recognized  leaders  of 
the  blind ;  that  women  started  both  asso- 


ciations ;  and  that  those  associations 
roused  the  schools  and  the  legislatures 
of  their  own  states  and  of  other  states. 
In  Maine  the  new  work  for  the  blind,  led 
by  a  blind  man,  received  $20,000  from 
the  legislature.  Maryland,  New  Jersey, 
and  Ohio  have  commissions.  Cleveland, 
Buffalo,  Cincinnati,  Dayton,  and  other 
cities  have  new  societies  for  the  blind. 
This  past  summer  the  Illinois  State 
Board  of  Charities  appointed  a  commis- 
sion to  investigate  the  blind  of  the  state. 
Chicago  has  taken  the  lead  in  the  exper- 
iment of  educating  the  sightless  in 
schools  for  the  seeing.  Work  for  the 
blind  has  received  a  new  start  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  But  the  basis  of  all 
work  is  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and 
we  do  not  yet  even  know  how  many  blind 
there  are. 

The  ratio  of  blind  to  seeing  established 
by  the  commissions  in  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  is  about  one  in  a  thousand, 
so  that  there  are  a  hundred  thousand, 
more  or  less^  in  this  nation.  Of  these, 
fully  three-fourths  are  totally  blind,  or, 
if  not  in  complete  blackness,  in  a  night 
where  common  objects  are  not  dis- 
tinguishable. 

Divided  according  to  age,  the  number 
of  blind  increases  with  advancing  years. 
For  the  old  blind,  perhaps  a  third  of  all, 
nothing  radical  can  be  done.  They  must 
be  cared  for  under  the  provisions  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  aged.  But  they  can 
be  made  happier  by  being  taught  simple 
occupations.  Young  persons,  eager  to  do 
good,  can  visit  them,  read  to  them,  enter- 
tain them  with  music.  There  has  been 
provided  for  them  a  special  type  clear  to 
aged  and  insensitive  fingers,  in  which  is 
a  considerable  library.  This  type  was 
invented  by  a  blind  man.  Dr.  William 
Moon.  His  son.  Dr.  Robert  Moon,  is  the 
secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Home 
leaching  Society  and  Free  Circulating 
Library  for  the  Blind.  Dr.  Moon's  ad- 
dress is  13 19  Walnut  Street,  Philadel- 
phia, and,  so  far  as  the  means  of  his  so- 
ciety permit,  he  supplies  to  any  aged 
blind  person  the  inestimable  consolation 
of  books. 

The  blind  of  school  age,  from  six  to 
nineteen  years,  include  about  one-tenth  of 
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the  total  number  of  sightless.  For  this 
class  more  has  been  done  than  for  any 
other.  There  are  in  America  over  forty 
institutions  for  the  general  education  of 
blind  youth.  The  curriculum  is  like  that 
in  schools  for  the  seeing,  with  such  spe- 
cial apparatus  and  instruction  as  are  nec- 
essary to  enable  the  blind  to  read  and 
write  and  pursue  the  ordinary  branches 
— history,  geography,  arithmetic,  and  so 
on.  Like  other  public  schools,  some  are 
good,  some  are  not.  The  people  see  to  it 
that  schools  for  the  seeing  are  as  good 
as  conditions  allow.  But  the  education 
of  the  blind,  being  regarded  as  a  mysteri- 
ous and  special  business,  has  been  en- 
trusted to  a  few  institutions,  which  have 
been  free  from  public  scrutiny.  .  .  . 

It  is  found  that  not  all  the  eligible  blind 
children  are  in  school.  In  New  York 
State,  of  600  blind  minors  over  five  years 
of  age  one-half  were  not  in  school,  and 
at  least  150  of  these  should  have  been. 
Even  in  Massachusetts  several  blind  chil- 
dren who  should  have  been  in  the  Per- 
kins Institution  and  were  not  there  have 
been  found  by  the  commission.  In  Great 
Britain  education  for  the  blind  between 
five  and  sixteen  years  of  age  has  been 
compulsory  for  the  past  fourteen  years, 
and  it  is  also  compulsory  in  Saxonv. 
Compulsory  education  for  every  child 
will  come  in  all  American  states  some 
day.  Meanwhile  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
schools  for  the  blind  to  seek  out  the  chil- 
dren whom  they  were  established  to  edu- 
cate. 

The  greatest  shortcoming  of  the 
schools  is  difficult  to  remedy,  for  it  lies 
in  part  in  the  nature  of  blindness.  We 
who  see  find  our  work  in  the  world  by 
experience,  with  or  without  the  help  of 
schools.  The  blind  child  must  be  spe- 
cially trained  to  be  blind  and  to  work  as 
a  blind  man  ;  his  only  time  and  chance  for 
such  training  is  in  the  schools  ;  he  cannot 
learn  his  work  when  he  comes  to  it,  as 
most  of  us  do.  Such  training  the  schools 
do  not  adequately  provide,  as  is  proved 
by  the  records  of  the  graduates.  .  .  . 

The  discovery  of  that  wrong  was  one 
cause  for  the  creation  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  and  the  New  York  As- 
sociation.   In  Pennsylvania  the  Institu- 


tion for  the  Blind  went  ahead  itself,  join- 
ing the  new  movement  for  the  blind  at 
the  start.  It  reports  that  of  the  gradu- 
ates of  the  new  school  only  fourteen  per 
cent,  should  be  deemed  failures. 

No  one  knows  what  the  conditions  of 
the  schools  are  in  states  where  there  are 
no  associations,  no  commissions  to  get  at 
the  facts.  Several  of  the  state  schools 
are  combined  institutions  for  the  deaf  and 
the  blind.  There  is  about  as  much  rea- 
son in  combining  a  school  for  the  blind 
with  one  for  the  deaf  as  there  would  be 
in  combining  a  hospital  for  consumptives 
with  an  old  soldiers'  home. 

Even  where  the  educational  methods 
are  good  in  kind,  the  schools  have,  with 
some  recent  exceptions,  failed  to  make 
enough  effort  to  place  their  competent 
graduates  in  positions  they  could  fill. 
The  graduation  exhibition  before  an  ad- 
miring public  has  been  the  last  occasion 
on  which  the  school  has  slapped  the  grad- 
uate on  the  back  and  praised  him.  After 
that  the  school  has  shut  its  doors  and 
has  disregarded,  or,  as  a  dozen  blind  men 
have  told  me,  despised,  its  alumni.  Sev- 
eral finely  educated  musicians  from  Mas- 
sachusetts have  told  me  that  no  official 
word  was  ever  spoken  for  them  to  help 
them  to  opportunities  to  play  in  public. 
And  those  without  talent  for  music  have 
left  school  able  to  do  nothing  by  which 
they  could  earn  a  living.  The  graduate 
all  too  often  goes  forth  to  join  that  great 
uncared-for  group  of  the  blind,  those 
who  have  lost  their  sight  in  the  midst  of 
careers  as  seeing  persons,  and  have  not 
had  even  the  training  of  a  school  for  the 
blind. 

Lose  your  sight  to-day,  what  becomes 
of  your  business  to-morrow?  The  na- 
ture of  the  problem  and  its  darkest  diffi- 
culties any  one  may  imagine.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  problem  can  be  computed. 
The  register  of  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
mission shows  that  out  of  3,800  blind 
persons  in  the  state  there  are  1,400  of  a 
working  age  between  twenty  and  sixty. 
Of  these,  after  we  have  eliminated  the 
successful,  the  well-to-do,  the  invalid, 
there  are  left  800  set  down  as  able-bodied, 
dependent,  and  helpable,  about  a  fifth  of 
all  the  blind. 
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From  the  ratio  of  the  Massachusetts 
register  we  compute  that  there  are  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  in  the  whole 
country  able-boched,  dependent,  idle.  To 
turn  to  profit  and  happiness  all  this  hu- 
man waste  too  little  has  been  done,  and 
in  thirty  of  our  states  nothing-  has  been 
done. 

There  are  in  this  country  only  ten  or  a 
dozen  industrial  workshops  and  homes 


The  Pennsylvania  Working  Home  for 
the  Blind,  in  Philadelphia,  is  the  largest 
in  the  country.  It  was  founded  thirty 
years  ago  by  a  blind  man.  It  employs  a 
liundred  and  thirty  men  in  making 
brooms,  mattresses,  rag  carpets,  and  in 
chair  caning.  The  Connecticut  Institute 
at  Hartford,  started  sixteen  years  ago,  is 
successful  in  giving  a  few  blind  men  and 
women  occupation  by  which  they  can 
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that  pretend  to  teach  occupations  to  the 
adult  blind.  These  shops  employ  about 
six  hundred.  In  Great  Britain,  with  less 
than  half  as  many  blind  as  we  have  in 
America,  are  fifty  shops,  which  employ 
thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred.  The  im- 
mediate, obvious  need  is  for  workshops 
and  industrial  schools  in  every  large  cen- 
ter. Enough  has  been  done  in  the  shops 
already  established  to  furnish  a  model 
for  any  one  who  is  ready  to  take  the 
work  up  in  his  community. 


earn  a  living  at  home.  It  is  noteworthy 
also  for  its  printing  establishment,  where 
blind  persons  operate  presses,  and  stitch- 
ing and  folding  machines.  The  Wis- 
consin Workshop  for  the  Blind  makes  a 
specialty  of  willow  work.  Everything 
from  a  toy  basket  to  a  willow  cradle  is 
beautifully  made,  and  can  be  bought  by 
whoever  will  send  to  1323  Vliet  Street, 
Milwaukee.  Six  years  ago  Michigan  es- 
tablished, with  an  appropriation  of  over 
a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a  factory,  an 
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industrial  home,  an  employment  and  in- 
formation bureau  for  the  blind.  Two  of 
the  oldest  shops  are  those  connected  with 
the  state  schools  for  blind  children 
in  Massachusetts  and  Maryland.  Good 
work  is  being  done  in  industrial  homes 
for  the  blind  in  Oakland,  California ;  in 
Brooklyn.  Indianapolis,  Chicago,  and 
Cincinnati.  A  workshop  has  been  opened 
recently  in  Colorado,  and  one  will  be 
opened  soon  in  Maine. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission  is  ex- 
perimenting with  new  industries  for  the 
blind,  extending  established  shop  and 
home  industries,  such  as  the  manufacture 
of  mops,  brooms,  rugs,  and  curtains,  and 
is  canvassing  factories  for  the  seeing  to 
find  new  processes  where  the  blind  can 
work  side  by  side  with  the  sighted. 

In  New  York  the  new  work  is  more  re- 
markable because  it  has  been  carried  for- 
ward without  adequate  aid  from  the  state 
or  from  private  charity.  It  shows  what 
may  be  done  by  energetic  and  intelligent 
women  in  any  city,  though  it  may  be 
fairly  doubted  if  two  such  women  as  the 
secretaries  and  founders  of  the  New 
York  Association  live  in  every  great  city. 
They  turned  their  home  into  a  school  and 
information  bureau  pending  the  time 
when  money-drenched  New  York  should 
give  them  the  salesrooms  and  shops 
which  they  needed.  They  have  since 
moved  into  new  quarters,  but  the  income 
and  the  equipment  of  the  Association  are 
still  insufficient  for  the  work  it  has  to  do 
in  a  city  where  there  are  2,300  blind. 

Whether  the  new  work  for  the  blind  be 
tmdertaken  by  state  commissions,  city 
boards  of  education,  or  private  associa- 
tions, the  program  is  the  same : 

I.  — To  register  every  blind  person  and 
keep  the  record  continually  revised. 

II.  — To  establish  a  central  employment 
agency  and  bureau  of  information,  zvhere 
blind  persoits  may  meet  employers  and 
the  work  of  tlie  blind  may  be  kept  on  sale. 

III.  — To  find  out  by  experiment .  and 
by  comparing  the  zvork  done  in  other 
countries,  zvhat  occupations  in  each  com- 
munity u'ill  proz'c  profitable  for  the  blincf. 
This  cannot  be  determined  for  all  places 
by  the  experience  of  one  place.  In  the 
old  countries  the  blind  make  shoes.  In 


this  country,  as  early  as  sixty  years  ago. 
Dr.  Howe  pointed  out  that  "  wherever 
the  name  of  Lynn  is  known,  the  blind 
shoemaker  must  vacate  his  bench."  But 
recently  two  blind  cobblers  have  been  es- 
tablished in  business  within  a  dozen  miles 
of  Lynn.  The  employment  of  the  blind 
must  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  busi- 
ness, by  the  conditions  of  the  local  mar- 
kets, by  all  the  factors  which  determine 
the  profitableness  of  any  occupation. 

IV.  — To  provide  trained  teachers  of 
intellectual  and  mechanical  pursuits  to 
visit  the  blind  and  teach  them  at  home. 
It  is  better  not  to  bring  too  many  of  the 
blind  together  into  workshops  and  homes, 
but  to  keep  them  distributed  throughout 
the  community  in  which  they  must  live. 
Besides,  many  of  the  adult  blind,  men  and 
women,  have  domestic  duties  which 
make  their  absence  from  home  for  the 
whole  of  the  day  impossible  or  undesir- 
able. 

V.  — To  establish  trust  funds  or  to  se- 
cure regular  state  or  municipal  appropri- 
ations to  provide  blind  zcorkmen  zvith  ma- 
terials for  handizvork,  or  zvith  capital  to 
start  a  small  retail  business. 

VI.  — To  enlist  the  interest  of  trades- 
unions  and  manufacturers  in  finding  in 
factories  processes  at  zz'hich  the  blind  can 
zvork  side  by  side  zvith  the  seeing.  One 
great  value  of  this  is  to  make  the  work- 
manship and  the  capabilities  of  the  blind 
familiar  to  all  society.  At  present,  for  a 
blind  man  to  go  about  the  streets  alone 
is  so  unusual  as  to  warrant  a  newspaper 
paragraph.  For  a  blind  man  to  go  to 
college  furnishes  a  Sunday  supplement 
with  a  page  of  misinformation  and  gasps 
of  wonder.  Of  course,  a  blind  man  prop- 
erly trained  can  walk  down  Broadway  to 
his  work.  Of  course,  a  blind  man  can  go 
to  college.  And  when  we  have  secured 
for  the  majority  of  our  blind  honest  labor 
at  a  living  wage,  then  we  shall  be  ready : 

VII.  — To  establish  scholarships  for 
blind  students. 

VIII.  — To  provide  more  books  for  the 
blind  at  lozver  cost,  including  many  books 
used  in  college  courses. 

All  kinds  of  efforts  to  give  the  adult 
blind  a  fair  chance  have  been  carried 
further  in  France,  Great  Britain,  and 
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Germany  than  in  this  country.  In  Great 
Britain  the  intellectual  and  talented  blind 
are  selected  for  higher  education,  and 
when  they  have  become  competent  as  mu- 
sicians or  teachers,  the  schools  and  the 
associations  stand  behind  them  and  per- 
suade vestrymen  and  committees  to  give 
them  a  hearing.  Dr.  Campbell,  of  the 
Royal  Normal  College  in  London,  tells 
a  good  story  of  going  to  a  church  com- 
mittee to  recommend  a  blind  organist. 
The  conversation  ran  something  like  this : 

"  But  he  cannot  read  music." 

"  Of  course  he  can.  Some  of  the  music 
ir  printed  in  Braille.  The  rest  can  be 
read  to  him  as  you  would  read  a  book 
aloud." 

"  But  that  is  difficult." 

"  The  difficulties  are  his  affair,  not 
yours." 

"  But  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  take 
charge  of  the  choir  and  teach  the  boys. 
A  blind  man  cannot  teach  music." 

"  Can't  he  ?  Do  you  know  anything 
about  music  ?  " 

"  Not  a  note." 

"  Well,  my  five  fingers  are  the  staff 
and  my  walking-stick  is  the  first  line  be- 
low. See?  And  this  watch  is  a  note.  If 
I  put  it  down  there  on  the  cane,  that  is 
'  C.'  If  I  move  it  up  just  below  the  little 
finger,  that  is  '  D.'  " 

And  so  the  lesson  continued  rap- 
idly for  a  few  minutes.  Finally  Dr. 
Campbell  said :  "  Now  you  have  learned 
the  elements  of  musical  notation." 

"  Yes,  I  understand  better  than  I  ever 
did  before." 

"  Well,  then,  I  taught  you,  and  I  am  a 
blind  man." 

Dr.  Campbell's  candidate  got  a  hear- 
ing, and  the  hearing  secured  the  position. 

We  need  such  agents  to  advance  the 
competent  blind^  to  compel  simply  a  fair 
trial  for  blind  candidates.  It  would  seem 
that  when  good  organists  are  found  in 
so  few  churches  and  church  choirs  are 
so  notoriously  bad,  the  blind  ought  to  be 
encouraged  rather  than  forbidden  to 
raise  the  general  average  of  church  mu- 
sic. 

We  also  need  organizations  like  the 
British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association  to 
unite  all  the  blind  and  find  opportunity 


for  them,  day  laborers  as  well  as  mu- 
sicians. 

One  of  the  agents  of  the  new  move- 
ment talked  to  the  head  of  a  large 
printing  establishment  about  trying  a 
i^lind  man  at  one  of  the  folding-machines. 
It  turned  out  that  the  operator  had  to 
inspect  the  copies  and  throw  out  soiled 
ones,  so  that  this  process  proved  un- 
available for  a  blind  person,  but  neither 
the  manager  nor  the  agent  knew  that 
when  they  first  talked  together.  The 
reply  of  the  manager  was  that  he  would 
gladly  help  the  blind  with  money,  but 
that  he  didn't  believe  in  mixing  charity 
with  business,  and  that  in  another  de-  • 
partment  he  had  tried  a  deaf  girl  and  she 
proved  slow  and  stupid.  I  suppose  that 
if  he  had  employed  a  one-legged  mes- 
senger boy,  he  would  have  found  in  that 
another  argument  against  the  blind  man. 

Employers  are  not  to  blame  for  assum- 
ing that  "  defective  "  workmen  will  do 
defective  work.  But  the  American  busi- 
ness man  is  generous,  and  if  he  is  ap- 
proached by  an  interesting  and  enthusi- 
astic agent,  he  is  Yankee  enough  to 
"  want  to  know  "  all  about  the  blind  man. 
All  that  is  necessary  to  secure  a  place  for 
a  competent  blind  person  is  to  present 
his  case  to  employers  with  tactful  per- 
sistence. Miss  Holt,  of  the  New  York 
Association,  said  recently: 

"  When  I  asked  the  head  of  our  tele- 
phone company  to  give  a  switchboard  for 
blind  people  to  practice  on,  he  thought  I 
was  crazy.  That  was  a  year  ago.  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  writing  him  the  other 
day  asking  for  the  installation  of  a 
switchboard  at  our  new  office,  and  told 
him  that  there  are  now  in  the  city  of 
New  York  five  blind  switchboard  opera- 
tors :  two  in  hospitals  in  positions  of 
great  responsibility,  where  they  have  the 
ambulance  calls  and  other  emergency 
work ;  two  in  business  houses,  and  one  in 
the  editorial  rooms  of  a  great  New  York 
daily  paper.  Three  of  these  switchboard 
operators  are  women." 

As  has  been  indicated,  England  leads 
us  not  only  in  organized,  aggressive 
work  for  the  blind,  but  in  the  number  and 
the  scope  of  the  workshops.  This  is,  in 
part,  due  to  the  fact  that  industrial  ed<n- 
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cation  for  the  seeing  receives  more  at- 
tention in  England  than  here.  The  system 
in  the  old  countries  of  fitting  children 
for  trade  operates  beneficially  for  the 
blind,  because  it  equips  the  human  being 
for  his  life  work ;  whereas  in  America  we 
throw  one  vast  door  of  common-school 
education  open  to  everybody.  After 
school  days  we  who  see  find  our  places, 
but  much  energy  is  wasted,  and  the  han- 
dicapped are  left  behind  in  the  hot  race, 
instead  of  being  carefully  fitted  to  go  as 
far  as  possible  at  their  slower  rate. 
Equality  of  opportunity  is  a  fine  motto  to 
carve  above  the  door  of  a  public  school, 
but  it  does  not  help  to  arrange  the  cur- 
riculum of  any  school  of  life.  For  the 
blind,  classification  according  to  ability, 
and  economical  nurture  of  whatever  ca- 
pacities they  have,  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

In  France  the  Association  Valentin 
Haiiy  has  had  its  employment  bureau, 
the  Socictc  dc  Placement,  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  and  has  placed  more  than 
sixty  organists  in  French  churches  and 
cathedrals.  It  maintains  workshops,  li- 
braries, salesrooms.  I  have  seen  scissors, 
knives,  and  beautiful  lace  made  by  its 
members. 

In  Germany  the  Saxon  system  of 
"  After-Care  "  illustrates  the  marvelous 
unity  and  co-ordination  of  German  life, 
and  also  its  paternalism.  The  blind  live 
at  their  homes.  Even  the  small  towns 
have  workshops.  And  over  them  all  is 
the  directing  genius  of  the  superintend- 
ents of  the  institutions  for  the  blind,  who 
visit  the  individual  workers,  require  con- 
stant reports  from  them,  furnish  ma- 
terials at  cost,  and  help  the  workers  to 
sell  their  goods. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  suppose  that  the 
blind  in  Europe  live  in  an  economic  para- 
dise. The  condition  of  the  blind  will  al- 
ways be  hard  enough  everywhere,  and  in 
some  European  countries,  in  Italy,  for 
instance,  they  are  shamefully  neglected. 
But  the  best  work  in  Europe  is  in  ad- 
vance of  the  work  in  three-quarters  of 
our  American  states.  And  the  best  of 
our  work  has  only  recently  become  firmly 
established,  though  sporadic  efforts  of  all 
kinds  have  been  made  for  two  genera- 


tions. The  American  people,  with  their 
abundant  means,  their  generosity,  their 
love  of  fair  play,  and  their  peculiar 
Yankee  delight  in  human  ingenuity,  are 
sure  to  encourage  the  blind  workman 
once  they  understand  his  needs  and  capa- 
bilities. Whatever  is  done  for  him  by 
the  schools,  by  the  legislatures,  and  others 
technically  in  authority,  the  blind  man 
will  be  our  neighbor,  and  we  must  see 
that  he  is  helped  to  produce  what  he 
can,  and  that  he  sells  the  product.  It 
is  cheaper  to  teach  him  to  earn  his  bread 
than  it  is  to  give  it  to  him. 

But  the  economic  argument  is  a  blood- 
less thing.  This  is  a  human  problem. 
The  history  of  the  dependent  blind  is  full 
of  eloquent  and  heart-breaking  argu- 
ments. Here  are  some  living  stories  of 
what  the  new  movement  has  done : 

Several  years  ago  a  sensitive  girl  with 
the  ink  fresh  on  her  diploma  from  the 
Perkins  Institution  in  Boston  was  going 
to  begin  life  in  the  almshouse.  The  di- 
rector was  warned  that  Massachusetts 
was  looking  with  new  interest  into  the 
careers  of  its  blind.  He  found  a  place 
for  this  graduate  in  the  shop  connected 
with  the  institution.* 

A  blind  man,  seventy-seven  years  old, 
with  a  degree  from  Heidelberg,  was  sent 
to  the  New  York  Association.  He  an- 
novmced  his  intention  to  kill  himself,  but 
was  persuaded  to  defer  suicide  for  a  fort- 
night. He  was  set  to  work  teaching  Eng- 
lish to  three  blind  Germans  who  could 
not  earn  a  living  in  this  country  until  they 
knew  the  language.  At  the  end  of  the 
fortnight  he  was  telling  the  Blind  Men's 
Club  how  useful  a  blind  man  can  be  to 
the  community. 

An  educated  blind  man  out  of  work  for 
a  year,  dependent  on  a  wife  who  earned 
seven  dollars  a  week  and  had  an  aged 
mother  to  support,  saw  one  of  two 
courses  open  to  him :  to  kill  his  wife  by 
going  to  the  poorhouse  or  to  kill  himself. 
He  went  to  the  New  York  Association. 
Work  was  found  for  him,  folding  circu- 
lars  and  sealing  and  stamping  envelopes. 
He  was  taught  to  use  the  typewriter,  and 
he  has  not  committed  suicide  yet. 

*  The  Perkins  Institution  has  a  new  director 
and  a  new  spirit. 
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Sometimes  the  association  is  too  late. 
One  of  its  agents  went  to  visit  a  blind 
woman  and  found  that  she  had  killed 
herself.  She  had  been  alone  in  the 
world  when  she  was  suddenly  stricken 
blind.  A  neighbor  said  to  the  agent: 
"  Oh,  if  you  had  only  come  sooner  and 
told  her  that  she  could  learn  to  work  and 
do  something  again,  she  would  be  alive 
now." 

A  woman  who  had  been  for  years  at  a 
school  for  the  blind  but  had  learned  to 
do  nothing  by  which  she  could  earn 
wages  was  one  of  those  taught  by  the 
New  York  Association  to  operate  a  pri- 
vate telephone  switchboard.  She  is  now 
employed  by  a  New  York  house,  and  re- 
ceives the  same  wages  as  the  sighted  op- 
erators. 

The  story  of  an  old  soldier  who  is 
making  brooms  in  the  shop  of  the  New 
York  Association  is  worth  telling.  The 
son  of  a  German  ship-builder,  he  received 
a  mechanical  training,  left  school  early, 
and  traveled  in  the  East.  He  was  ship- 
wrecked in  the  Yellow  Sea,  and  arrived 
penniless  in  San  Francisco.  He  started 
to  walk  to  New  York,  arrived  there  in 
seven  months,  and  sailed  for  Germany. 
There  he  volunteered  in  the  Austro- 
Prussian  War  of  1866.  He  joined  the 
engineer  corps,  and  in  the  Franco-Prus- 
sian War  saw  three  hundred  days  of  con- 
tinuous service,  including  the  Battle  of 
Sedan.  The  din  of  war  made  him  deaf, 
and  he  retired  from  service  to  become  a 
lockmaker.  In  1884  he  lost  one  eye  from 
accident,  and  later  came  to  America, 
leaving  his  wife  in  Germany.  In  New 
York  he  worked  as  a  machinist.  Soon 


the  sight  of  his  other  eye  was  threatened, 
and  he  went  to  a  hospital.  All  his  sav- 
ings were  spent  in  a  vain  effort  to  save 
his  sight.  Unable  to  speak  English,  with- 
out friends,  he  drifted  to  an  almshouse, 
and  there  he  learned  of  his  wife's  death 
in  Germany.  He  went  to  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind.  The  next  day 
he  entered  the  shop,  learned  broom- 
making,  and  is  no  longer  wholly  depend- 
ent on  charity. 

What  of  the  thousands  whose  stories 
have  not  been  told,  in  states  where  there 
are  no  associations  to  hear  them  ?  A 
woman  in  Iowa  writes  that  she  is  forty- 
five  years  old,  a  graduate  of  a  school  for 
the  blind.  She  is  competent  in  house- 
work, sewing,  and  embroidery.  All  her 
life  she  has  been  in  a  happy  home.  Now 
her  kinsfolk  are  gone.  She  asks  how  she 
can  find  a  place  to  work,  to  sell  the  prod- 
uct of  her  skill.  From  North  Carolina 
comes  the  story  of  a  woman  educated  in 
m^usic  and  competent  to  teach.  Liveli- 
hood and  pleasure  are  denied  her  because 
she  has  no  piano.  Who  will  answer  in 
Iowa  and  North  Carolina  ? 

Talk  to  the  first  blind  man  on  the  street 
corner  degraded  to  beggary.  If  he  is  sus- 
picious, whining,  confirmed  by  habit  in 
his  life  as  a  social  parasite,  remember 
that  it  is  not  his  fault  that  his  manhood 
has  been  debased.  If  he  is  ashamed  of 
the  label,  "  Pity  the  Blind,"  eager  to  tear 
it  off  his  breast,  he  can  be  brought  before 
the  boards  of  trade,  the  women's  clubs, 
any  competent  and  powerful  society,  and 
his  story  can  be  laid  at  the  foundation  in 
your  community  of  a  "  Society  to  Pro- 
mote the  Interests  of  the  Blind." 


Q 

Z 

h 

O 

o 

1—1 

H 

< 

l-H 

u 
o 

CO 

CD 

O 


z 
w 

H 

I 

h 

o 
w 

CD 

w 
h 


O 

^  o 

O 

On 

"  \d  d 

d 

"Sod 

00 

<^  o 

«  O 

in 

oo' 

in  M 
00  oo 
■4 


^  S 
C 

5^  c- 


IS 

^< 

u  . — I 
O  J2 


CM 


1         r  ^ 


^  S  ° 
Hill 


1^ 


5£D 


coo 

ii« 
u 


0  O  tLI   <LI  t/) 

>  >  >  >  3 

u  u  u  u  ^ 

(U  OJ  QJ   CJ  Cl< 

(/^  Vl  (/)(/)  U 

O  0^  o  a>  3 


H-t 


o 
H 


00  >r) 

04  00 


s 


0  t 

0 

moo 

q  o\q 

\d 

in  d 

NO 

0  00 

•n  t^oo 

NO 

•n 

q 

in  i-T 

09^ 

p 
< 

o 
w 

< 


w 
u 


(I) 


U2  O 
TO  t/) 

C  o 


u  O 
3  O 


-o 
o 
o 
O 


.1;  c 


SO 

s  I 

o  -a 


ta      2^J^  o 


P3 


d  c. 

j::  ^  o 
-i-j  M  i;  o 
C  c«  o  o 


H  CQ 


3 
t/3 


c 

o  c/) 

TO  1/1 
00 

O  • — '  m 

o  5 
0.2. a 

ay 

3^ 


C  c 

V.  E  £ 

O  oj 

C 


(/I  "O 

<  <u 


c 


o  o  e 
00 
c  y  o 

.2 

.2^  K 


<ro 

V  o 

 ^ 

1-  .i-.TS 

O  J=  c 
>H  S  nJ 

£  a. 
o  u. 
3  u 

g— o 

o  S  „ 

«  g  c 
•aO.2 

p  ° 

o  bo 
O  a;  <■ 
^  J-  ^ 
O 

^  O 


re  C  o 
O  Si 

>.--5  8 
c  c 

B!  O 

CO       .S  <L> 

E  S  g  ^ 
«  o 


o 


CO 

o 

ON 


\00"^OQOO>0 


■a- 

9 

O 

ON  C^l 

d 

0"0"^'M""'^<^0\ 
^  «'  «' 


NO 

O  "^l  t^oo 

o 

O  O  o 

CO 

w  d  md  -i- 

d 

On 

1^  o  ro 

IT) 

'Si  '  ' 
H     ■  C 

z  ^ 

u  C  fc 

S  £>. 


O  S 


o  03 

Pm.o 


5  a!  a.  « 

bo  !/i 

U.  C!  s  ■  -  • 

oj  a.     c  • 

c  "  ^  ■ 


•a 


5< 


0^  • 


Si 


o 


o  <u  "J 
G.  .2 


^  o  S  ^ 


'  1> 
'  >  E 

:  -a  ^ 
;  <c/} 


^  o 


o 


o 


o 
U 


o 

o      ~  — 


^2^ 


Ph  "o 


I  i 


-  CO 


(LI 

(J  w 

^  ^  «  ^ 

3      o  >- 


V)    if)  r- 

C   CL»   ^-^   ^  P 

(L"         ^   ^  '-' 

Ci:;  Oh  [Jh  tin 


Q 
•a 


t/2 


VO  On 


re  c 

U  pq 


•  -.  O 
C 

o 
Q 


00 
00 
00 


"  NO 

On  On 
On 
09- 


C 


<ij 
£ 

O  c/^ 
WtA) 


a. 

o 

I  s 

o  o 


Q  O  On 
0  O  <N 

d  OnOO 
in  loNO 


o  « 

o  o 


c/i  t/i  r:^  o 

'V  H  ^  L_, 

I-  1-  u 

<iJ  <LI  if, 


no'  "  " 


in 

uS 

0 

NO_ 

op 

vn 

w- 

On  10 

NO  NO  ro 

On  0 

ON  0 

00 

On 

t<,Nd 

t<.o6 

^  !N  d\ 

00 

CN) 

^  0 

NO 

''^ 

NO 

00  lO  <^ 

IT) 

O-*  U5  c/: 

CO  -a  a 
.2  I 


o 


■  —  ^ 

c/)        5>  "O 

p  c/)  pi;  c/) 


o 


cn 
>  C 

a, 


o 


Oh 


13  PQ 


a, ' 

CO 


6o   Second  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


CO-OPERATORS  WHO  READ  TO  THE  BLIND  IN  THEIR  HOMES  OR  IN 

THE  CLASSES 


Mrs.  Walter  Damrosch 
Miss  Dean 
Miss  Goodman 
Miss  Meade 


Mrs.  Francis  Rogers 
Mrs.  Taylor 
Miss  Frederica  Trow 
Miss  Willis 


DONATIONS  IN  KIND 


The  Association  gratefully  acknowledges  the 
and  miscellaneous  articles,  from  a  number  of 
October  30th,  1908,  and  from  the  following : 

Brummel's  Candy  Co. 

Candy  for  Sale  of  December,  1907. 
Messrs.  Bloomingdale  Bros. 

Flowers  for  Redoute,  refreshments  for 
women's  outing. 
Mr.  O.  H.  Burritt. 

Reading  matter   for   the   blind.  Cuts 
and  photographs   for  reproduction 
in  printing. 
Miss  Katherine  Chambers. 

Slate,  primer,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the 
blind. 
Miss  Julia  Dodge. 

Pergola,  vines,  swing. 
Mrs.  Walter  Damrosch. 

Refreshments    for   Women's    Club  on 
several  occasions. 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Edison. 

Edison  Business  Phonograph,  Record 
Shaving  machine  and  six  blank 
records. 

Huyler's. 

Cocoa  for  Women's   Club,  candy  for 
Sale  of  December,  1907. 
Miss  May  Hanford. 

Punching  bag. 
Hanft,  florist. 

Flowers  for  Sale  of  December,  1907. 
Mr.  Jerome. 

Punching  bag  for  men's  workshop. 
Dr.  I.  Louis. 

Punching  bags  and  gloves. 

Athletic   apparatus  for  classroom  and 
shop. 
J.  M.  Mason  &  Co. 

Chair  frames  for  teaching  caning. 
Mr.  M.  C.  Migel. 

Refreshments   for  Men's  Club. 
Mrs.  Henry  Mortimer. 

Phonograph  and  records. 
Myer,  Florist. 

Flowers  for  Sale  of  December,  1907. 
Mirror  Candy  Co. 

Candy  for  Sa'ie  of  December,  1907. 
Charles  E.  Merrill  Co. 

Eleven  volumes  for  the  Blind. 
New  York  Flower  and  Fruit  Mission. 

Flowers. 
Oxzyne  Co. 

Toilet  preparations  for  Sale  of  Decem- 
ber, 1907. 
Miss  Nina  Rhoades. 

Refreshments  for  Women's  Club. 


receipt  of  clothing,  reading  matter,  services, 
anonymous  donors,  during  the  year  ending 

Mr.  Walter  D.  Roland. 

Electric  Hair-dryer. 
Stumpp,  Florist. 

Flowers  for  Sale  of  December,  1907. 
Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co. 

Four  Electric  Power  Machines. 
Waldorf  Astoria. 

Platforms  for  Sale  of  December,  1907. 
Warrendorf,  Florist. 

Flowers  for  Sale  of  December,  1907. 
Thanks    are    Due   to    the   Auxiliary  an 
Woman's  Work  Committee  for  donations  o 
cakes,  refreshments,  etc.,  for  the  Sale  of  De 
cember,  1907. 

CHRISTMAS    DINNERS    GIVEN  BY 

Dr.  Samuel  Bishop. 

Miss  Clark. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Clark. 

Miss  Julia  P.  Dodge. 

Mrs.  Low. 

Mrs.  Villard. 


CLOTHING 

Mr.  M.  Bernstein. 

Mr.  Charles  Marvin  Baldwin. 

Mr.  Walter  L.  Bogart. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Carew. 

Dr.  Dennison. 

Mrs.  Duryea. 

Miss  Grace  Leigh  Duncan. 
Miss  M.  F.  Davis. 
Mr.  M.  P.  Gould. 

Herman  &  Tobias  Manufacturing  Company. 
The  Misses  Holt. 
Mr.  Roland  Holt. 

International  Committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Mrs.  W.  Johnston. 

Mrs.  Frank  W.  Leigh. 

Dr.  Isaac  Louis. 

Mr.  L.  Louis. 

Dr.  J.  I.  Middleton. 

Mrs.  Ottinger. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Pritchard. 

Mrs.  Rath. 

Mrs.  A.  Campbell  Rogers. 
Mr.  H.  G.  W.  Stone. 
Miss  H.  H.  Tauzer. 
Miss  Carolyn  Wells. 
Mrs.  A.  S.  Woodruff. 
Mrs.  Christopher  Wolfe. 


LIFE  MEMBERS 

Bryce,  Miss  Edith  Phipps,  Mr.  Henry 

Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T.  Potts,  Mr.  Thomas 

Bryce,  Mrs.  William  SchifT,  Mr.  Jacob  H. 

Carnegie,  Mr.  Andrew  Tiffany,  Mr.  Louis  C. 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Willis  Wells,  Mrs.  John 

Loeb,  Mr.  James  Warburg,  Mr.  Felix  M. 

Low,  Mrs.  Seth  Ziegler,  Mrs.  William 

Ziegler,  Mr.  William 


GIFTS  FOR  ENDOWMENT  FUND 


*  Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T  $1000.00 

Potter,  Mrs.  Henry  C   1000.00 

Pliipps,   Henry   1000.00 

*  Wells,  Mrs.  John   1000.00 

*  Bryce,  Miss  Edith   500.00 

Potts,  Thomas   500.00 

Jencks,  Francis  M   250.00 

Dennison,  Miss  Emily   120.00 

Grasse,   Edwin   100.00 


Nichols,  J.  W.  T  S  100.00 

Bourne,  Miss  Emily  H   100.00 

Costello,    Harry   50.00 

Frissell,  Algernon   20.00 

Kelsey,  Miss  Rosalie   5.00 

Hassell,  Wallace   i.oo 


Total   $5746.00 


*  Caroline  Metcalf  Fund,  Restricted  to  Home  Teaching. 


SUBSCRIBERS 


Aaron,  Mrs.  Alsa  B   2.00 

Abbott,  Dr.  Lyman   10.00 

Ackerman,  Ernest  R   5.00 

Adams,  Mrs.  Thatcher  M   100.00 

Adams,  Mrs.  Thatcher  M.,  Jr   5.00 

Adee,  Mrs.  Geraldine  F   5.00 

AfTclder.  Miss  Estelle  May   5.00 

Alexander,  J.  Henry   5.00 

Andrews,  Constant   10.00 

Anonymous    253.38 

Anonymou.s  (Special  Fund)   5,000.00 

Archbold.  Mrs.  John  D   50.00 

Arkusch,  Reuben   25.00 

Armstrong,  Mrs.  E.  J   7.00 

Arnstein,  Mrs.  Eugene   10.00 

Atwater,  Miss  Maria  A   .  10.00 

Auerbach,   John    Hone   6.06 

Avery.  Samuel  P   10.00 

Aviritt,  Miss  Lizzie   1. 00 

Bacon,  Mrs.  Seldon   10.00 

Ball  &  Whicher   50.00 

Bard,  Albert  S   5  00 

Barker,  Edward  Day   i.oo 

Barnes,  Henry  B.  Jr   50.00 

Barnes,  Herbert  S   10.00 

Barnes,  Miss  Kora  F   400.00 

Barnett,  Mrs.  C.  R   10.00 

Barnett,  Mrs.  Frances  C   5.00 

Barr,  R.  G.  F   10.00 

Beer,  Miss  Sophia   10.00 

Behre,  Miss  Annie  M   10.00 

Bell,  Frank  H   2.00 

Bement,  Miss  Harriet   5.00 

Benjamin,  Mrs.  John   10.00 

Berenstein,    L   15  00 

Berger,  Geo.  A   i.oo 

Bermingham,  Miss  Florence   2.00 

Bernstein,  Allen  H   5.00 

Bernstein,  Mrs.  G   5.00 

Bernstein,  Mrs.  Milton   5.00 

Bernstein,  Charles   10.00 

Bernstein.   Master   Charles   10.00 

Beyer,  Miss  Mary   10.00 

Berwind,  Mrs.  Edward  J   10.00 

Bierman,  Mrs.  J   5-00 

Billings,  Miss  Elizabeth   61.00 

Bingham,  Miss  Emma   3.00 

Bird,  Mrs.  Harrison  K   3.00 

Blauvelt,  Miss  Anna  H   5.00 

Bliss,  L.  P   10.00 

Block,  B.  K   5.00 

Bloomingdale,  Mrs.  J   10.00 

Bogert,  Walter  L   5.00 

Bonham,  Miss  Eleanor  M   25.00 


Bowdoin,  Mrs.  George  S 

Beirman,  Mrs.  T  

Booraem,  Robert  E  

Bourne,  Miss  Emily  H 

Bradbury,  Nederic  

Bradley,  S.  B  

Branan,  Mrs.  J.  W  

Brewster,  George  W  

Brewster,  Mrs.  G.  C  

Brewster,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Bridgman,  Miss  Marion 

Brigham,  Miss  Emma  

Brown,  Mrs  

Brown,  Miss  Augusta  W 

Brown,  Miss  Elsie  

Bryce,  Mrs.  Lloyd  

Bryce,  Mrs.  William  

Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T  

Bryce,  Miss  Edith  

Bulkley,  Edwin  M  

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Edwin  M 

Bunce,  J.  H  

Bunce,  J.  H.,  Jr  

Butler,  Mrs.  P.  H  

Button,  Miss  A.  L  

Calvary  Church  

Carnegie,  Andrew  

Carter,  Mrs.  Ernest  

Carter,  Samuel  L  

Gary,  Mrs.  Melbert  B  

Chambers,  Miss  Katharine 
Chapman,  Mrs.  John  J 
Chapman.  Mrs.  E.  J.. 
Cheney.  Mrs.  F.  W.  .. 

Christian  Herald  

Clark,  Miss  Ella  Mabel 
Clarkson,  Mrs.  Banyer 
Clyde.  ATrs.  William  P 
Clemens,  Samuel  Langhorne 
Coddington,  Miss  Emily 

Coe.  W.  R  

Coffin,  Edmund  

Cohen,  Henry  

Coleate.  Miss  Hannah  

Collier,  Mrs.  R.  J  

Collord,  George  W  

Conklin,  Miss  Alice  J  

Corning,  C.  R  

Cress,  Miss  Cornelia  

Crittenden,  Mrs.  W.  H 
Crocker,  Mrs.  Frank  L 
Crosby,  Mrs_.  E.  H .  . . . 
Crouse,  Benjamin  F... 
Curtis,  Eugene  J  
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Daniels    i-50 

Davidson,  Mrs.  M   lo.oo 

Day,  Mrs.  Henry  Mills   lo.oo 

de  Geer,  Baron  Charles   5.00 

Delafield,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Denny,  Miss  A.  L   25.00 

Dey,  Anthony   IS-OO 

••  D.  F.  R."   8.00 

Dickerman,  Mrs.  Watson  B   25.00 

Dickinson,  Asa  D   i.oo 

Dodge.  Miss  Julia  P   170.80 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Cleveland  H   100.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Elizabeth  W   50.00 

Donaldson.  Mrs.  H.  H   2.00 

Douglas,  James   50.00 

Draper,  Airs.  Henry   10.00 

Drummond,  Miss  Grace  Lee   2.00 

Dufify,  Miss  Anna   i.oo 

Duncan,  Miss  Gertrude  J   25.00 

Duncan,  Miss  Grace  Leigh   5  00 

Dunham,  Mrs.  Carroll   10.00 

Dwight,  Frederick  ,   5.00 

Dwight,  John  E   25.00 

Dwight,  Mrs.  Timothy   10.00 

Eaton,  Frederick  H   10.00 

Edison,  Thomas  A   10.00 

Edwards,  Charles  A   5.00 

Eisman,  Miss  Stella   5.C0 

Eisner,  Mrs.  S.  L   5  00 

Emmet,  Mrs.  Wm.  J   5.00 

Emmons,  Mrs.  A.  B   15.00 

Emmons.  Arthur  B   25.00 

Engel,  Max   10.00 

Engle,  Miss  Edith  H.  L   i.oo 

Engler.   Adolph   5.00 

Erdman,  Mrs.  John  T   10.00 

Erdman,  Dr.  Seward   5-00 

Ernst,  Mrs.  Gussie   5.00 

Ewart,  Richard  H   100.00 

Fabbri,  Mrs.  Ernesto  G   10.00 

Field,  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Osgood   5  00 

Finch,  E.  R   10.00 

Findlay.  Mrs.  Frances  A   10.00 

Flemming,  C.  H   5.00 

Floyd,  William   10.00 

Fougart,  Miss  A.  A   5.00 

Forbes,  Mrs.  J.  N   5.C0 

Fowler.  Mrs.  Thos.  Powell   15.00 

Fowler.  Miss  Emily  A   15.00 

Frankenburg,  j\Irs.  Alice  B   10.00 

Franke.  W.  A   15.00 

Frissell,  A.  S   20.00 

Gardner,  Mrs.  Jessie   5.00 

Gardner.  Herman   10. CO 

Gilder,  Richard  Watson   25.00 

Gilman,  William  C   i.oo 

Gilman,  Mrs.  Susan  A   5.00 

Gliick,  David   25.00 

Goddard,  Mrs.  J.  Warren   5.00 

Goetchius,  Mrs.  J.  Milton   5.00 

Goldberg,   R   5.00 

Gontard.  Miss  Elizabeth  V   2.00 

Goodwin,  Mrs.  James  J   25.00 

Gordon,  The  Misses   20.00 

Grace  Church   20.00 

Griswold.  Mrs.  Chester   5.00 

Gurterman,   M   5 . 00 


Hagen,  Mrs.  Winston  H   5.C0 

Hague,  James  A   10.00 

Hahn,  Alfred   5.00 

Hahn,  Jacob   2.00 

Hall,  Charles  M   5.00 

Hamilton,  Miss  Fanny  H   5.00 

Harkness,  Edward  S   100.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Edward  S   50.00 

Harris,  Victor   10.00 

Harris,  Mrs.  R.  B   i.oo 

Hart.  Louis  M   10.00 

Hart.  Miss  Elsa   5.00 

Hart,  Wm.  Howard   15.00 

Hassell,  Wallace  M   i.oo 

Hay,  Mrs.  John   35.00 

Hays,  Mrs.  David  T   5.00 

Headley,  Miss   3-25 

Hearn,  Arthur  H   50.00 

Hedge.  Louise  J   2.00 

Hemans.  Ida  M   i.oo 

Henry,  Mrs.  Howard  H   5.00 

Henderson,  Mrs.  E.  C   S-OO 

Herrman,  Mrs.  Esther   5.00 

Herschel.  A.  H   10.00 

Hicks,  J.  Lawrence,  M.D   5.00 

Higginson,  T.  T   20.00 

Hill.  Miss  Mabel   25.00 

Hirsch.  Leon   22.50 

Hirsch.   Nathan   15.00 

Hirst.  Miss  Gertrude   2.00 

Hockster.  Mrs.  Bessie   20.00 

Hoffman,  S.  V   25.00 

Holman,  L.  N   5.00 

Holt,  Charles   2.00 

Holt,   Miss  Mary  B   2.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  George  C   2.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  L.  Emmett   15.00 

Hopkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  H   10.00 

Hosmer,  Mrs.  E.  De  P   180.00 

Hoyt.  O.  C   10.00 

Hurd,  Mrs.  A.  W   10.00 

Isham,  Miss  Flora  E   50.00 

Isham,  Mrs.  Charles   20.00 

Isham,  Fred  DeForest   10.00 

Jesup.  Mrs.  Morris  K   10.00 

Jewitt.  Mrs.  George  L   5.00 

Johnson.  Frank  Coit   10.00 

Johnston.  Mrs.  Frances  M   5.00 

Jones,  Miss  Rosalie  G   10.00 

Kaufmann.  Mrs.  Henry   25.00 

Kaufman.  Mrs.  E.  S   3.00 

Kellogg.  Miss  Emma   5.00 

Kelsey.  C.  H   iS-oo 

Kennedy.  Arthur   10.00 

Knapp,  Dr.  Arnold   10.00 

Knapp,  Dr.  Herman   10.00 

Knight.  J.  W.  H   5.00 

Knoepke.  Mrs.  William   5.00 

Knoepke.  Mrs.  Augusta   5.00 

Kullman,  Herbert   5.00 

Langdon,  Woodbury  G-.   10.00 

Lantz,  Jesse   10.00 

Lathers.  Miss  Agnes   25.00 

Lawrence,  Carolyn  T   10.00 

Lawrence,  John  B   15  00 
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Lawton,  Mrs.  Vaughan  Reed   5.00 

Ledyard,  Mrs.  Lewis  C   20.00 

Levy,  Ephraim  B   50.00 

Levy,  Robert   10.00 

Liebman,  Mrs.  Adolph   10.00 

Liehman,  Miss  Selma  A   13.00 

Lind.  A.  E   5.00 

Lloyd,  Herbert  M   5.00 

Lockwood,  Ellen  M   5.00 

Loeb,  James   500.00 

Loeb,  Mrs.  Morris   10.00 

Loines,  Mrs.  Stephen   25.00 

Lord,  Mrs.  George  DeForest   50.00 

Lorentzen,  Mrs.  Carl  C   10.00 

Louis,  Dr.  Isaac   31  00 

Louis,  L   10.00 

Louis,  Harry   10.00 

Low,  Mrs.  C.  Adolph   10.00 

Maclnnes,  N.  S   5.00 

R4acMartin,  M   10.00 

McElree,  Mrs.  Sarah   7.00 

McLane,  Mrs.  Adelaide  L   2.00 

McLane,   Mrs.  James   25.00 

Macy,  Mrs.  V.  Everitt   10.00 

Mallaby,  Mrs.  Theodore   2.00 

Marsh,  E.  W   5.00 

Martin,  William   25.00 

Martin,  Mrs.  Bradley,  Jr   15.00 

May,  Miss  Pauline   25.00 

Meeker,  Mrs.  Mary  E   10.00 

Meigs,  Mrs.  Titus  B   5.00 

Menken,  Mrs.  Alice  D   6.25 

Merriam,  Miss  Annie  L   5.00 

Meserole,  Mrs.  J.  V   10.00 

Migcl.  AI.  C   314.00 

Mitchell,  Alfred   40.00 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  Alfred   50.00 

Mitchell.  C.  W   5.00 

Mohr,  Edward  H   i.oo 

Montant,  Alphonse   5.00 

Moore,  Miss  Faith   25.00 

Moran,  Miss  Nina  A   10.00 

Moran,  Mrs.  Daniel  E   20.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Caroline  L   25.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Anne  T   25.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Ursula  J   25.00 

Morris,  M   2.00 

Morrison,  E.  A   10.00 

Morton,  A-Iiss  Mary   100.00 

Moses,  Miss  Vera  McF   10.00 

Moses,  Mrs.  James   5.00 

Munro,  Mrs.  J.  H   10.00 

Nash,  Miss  Mary  McK   i.oo 

Nathan,  Miss  Rosalie   5.00 

Neeser,  John  G   13.00 

Nelson,  Miss  Violet   10.00 

Nesmith,  Mrs.  Benjamin  T   5.00 

Newcomb,  Dr.  James  E   2.00 

Newcomer,  Miss  Margaret   10.00 

Newman,  Mrs.  B.  H   5.00 

Newton,  Mrs.  Frances   25.00 

Nichols,  John  W.  T   260.00 

Nichols,  Mrs.  Wm.  G   10.00 

Noyes,  Mrs.  Henry  D   20.00 

O'Brien.  Mrs.  A.  C   5.0c 

Ogden,  Mrs.  Clara  B   5.00 

Olcott,  Dudley   2.00 


Olyphant,  R.  M   10.00 

Olyphant,  Miss  Anne  E   i.oo- 

Olyphant,  F.  Murray   10.00 

Oothout,  Mrs.  William   5.00 

Opydyke,  Mrs.  L.  E   10.00 

Opdyke,  Mrs.  Emerson   10.00 

Osborne,  Algernon  A   10.00 

Osborne,  Mrs.  W.  C   10.00 

Otlinger,  Mrs.  Amelia   20.00 

Otis,  Mrs.  George  L   10.00 

Overacker,  Miss  M.  L   3  00 

Palmer,  Mrs.  J.  E   i.oo 

Parish,  Miss  H.  L   5.00 

Parrott,  Eugene   3.50 

Parsons,  William  Barclay   10.00 

Parkin,  The  Misses   10.00 

Peabody,  Mrs.  A.  J   2.00 

Peabody,  Mrs.  C.  A  ,   5.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   200.00 

Penfold,  Miss  Josephine   25.00 

Persch,  A   2.00 

Peters,  Miss  Nanna  H   10.00 

Peterson,  Nelson   4.95 

Phipps,   Henry   500.00 

Phipps,  Mrs.  Henry   40.00 

Plaut,  Miss  Blanche  E   5.00 

Plumbridge,  Charles  H   4.20 

Porter,  Mrs.  Clarence   5.00 

Post,  Henry  Morgan   6.06 

Powell,  Thos.  Reed   2.00 

Prentice,  Mrs.  E.  Parmelee   25.00 

Prime.  Miss  Mary  R   10.00 

Price,  Mrs.  J.  M   4.00 

Pulsifer,  Mrs.  N.  T   2.00 

Rankin,  E.  G   2.00 

Rauch,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Redoute,  Rose   4065.00 

Redmond,  Miss  Emily   10.00 

Reed,  Miss  Elizabeth   4.00 

Reeve.  Mrs.  Fred  K.  C   7.50 

Reichett,  Henry   5.00 

Ressiter,   Francis   7.00 

Rhoades,  John  Harsen    10.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Nina   70.00 

Richard,  Miss  Elvina   29.00 

Richards,  Mrs.  Eben   5.00 

Richmond,  W.  S   5.00 

Robbins,  Miss  Harriet  L   5.00 

Robinson,  Miss  M.  P   i.oo 

Roberston.  Julius   10.00 

Rogers,  Francis   4  50 

Rollins,  E.  A   5.00 

Roosevelt,  Mrs.  James   25.00 

Roman,  Chas.  H   20.00 

Roman.  Geo.  E   2.00 

Rosenbery.  Milton  J   5.00 

Rossiter,  Miss  Frances   5.00 

Rowland,  Amory  E   10.00 

Sachs,  Edward   2.00 

Salke,  Julius   5.00 

Saloman,    Charles   5.00 

Samuel,  Herman   2.00 

Satterlee.  Mrs.  G.  B   5.00 

Sawyer.  Mrs.  A.  H   50.00 

Scarborough,  Miss  Florence  A   5.00 

Schauffler,  Mrs.  A.  F   10.00 
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Schieffelin,  Mrs.  Schuyler   50.00 

Schieven,   Charles   10.00 

Schnabel,  Miss  Laura   5.00 

Schurz,  Miss  Agatha   10.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Georgiaua   5-00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Louise  Lee   10.00 

Scott,  Miss  Louise  B   10.00 

Sedgwick,  Mrs.  Henry   5.00 

Seligman,  Mrs.  Isaac  N   10.00 

Seligman,  Alfred   10.00 

Semmel,  Herman   2.00 

Shepard,  Miss  Mary  V   -27.05 

Sherman,  Miss   1.25 

Simon,  E   3-0O 

Singer,  N.  M   5.00 

Smith,  Wm.  Alex   20.00 

Smith,  Miss  Lillian  S   5.00 

Smith,  Mrs.'  C.  B   5.00 

Smith,  Miss  Harriet  C   5.00 

Speyer,  Mrs.  James   10.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Annie  C   10.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Sarah  D   5.00 

Standing,  George   7.00 

Standish,  Mrs.  Myles   10.00 

Steinberg,  Morris  A   5.00 

Stern,  Benjamin   25.00 

Stetson,  Mrs.  Francis  L   100.00 

Stevens,  Mrs.  John  R   10.00 

Stevenson,  Miss  Elizabeth   25.00 

Stickney,  Charles  D   100. co 

Stillman,  Mrs.  Charles  P   50.00 

Stokes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L  N.  Phelps..  5.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  Anson  Phelps   50.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  James   5.00 

Stout,  Mrs.  C.  H   2.00 

Strauss,  Charles   20.00 

Strickland,  Mrs.  J.  E   2.00 

Strong,  Theron  G   20.00 

Strong,  Mrs.  James  R   3.00 

Sullivan,  Arthur  T   50.00 

Swift,  Z   10.00 

Sykes,  Mrs.  Mary  Ives   7.00 

S.,  Mrs.  H.  L   35 

Tailor,  Edward  N   10.00 

Tatham,  Miss  Isabelle  C   2.00 

Tef?t,  Mrs.  Erastus  T   5.00 

Thian,  P.  E   25.00 

Thomas,  Miss  Mary  L   5.00 

Thorne,  Miss  Harietta  V.  S   10.00 

Thalman,  Mrs.  Ernest   5-00 

Tif¥any,  Mrs.  Elizabeth   5.00 

Tiffany  &  Co   50.00 

Tillinghast,  Mrs.  William  H   5.00 

Tobias,  B   5.00 

Tod,  Mrs.  J.  Kennedy   5.00 

Tompkins,  Mrs.  W.  W   25.00 

Townsend,  Mrs.  J.  P   5.00 

Trotter,  Theodore  V.  A   2.00 

Trotter,  William   5.00 


Trowbridge,  Mrs.  E.  K   10.00 

Troup,  Miss  A.  G   S-oo 

Trow,  Miss  Frederica  N   2.00 

Tuckerman,   Bayard   10.00 

Tuckerman,  Mrs.  Alfred   25.00 

Tuckerman,  Mrs.  Paul....!   5.00 

Turnbull,  Mrs.  Ramsay   5-00 

Turner,  Mrs.  H.  B   10.00 

Two  Friends   25.00 

Vallens,  Eugene   2.00 

Valentine,  Mrs.  Lawson   2.00 

Valentine,  Mrs.  J.  H   10.00 

Van  Beuren,  Mrs.  F.  T   20.00 

Van  Ingen,  Mrs.  Mary  L   10.00 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Schuyler   50.00 

Van  Winkle,  Miss  Mary  D   25.00 

Van  Winkle,  Miss  Mary  Starr   10.00 

Van  Winkle,  Edgar  B   10.00 

Villard,  Mrs.  Henry   10.00 

Waldo,  Miss  Julia  L   5.00 

Wallace,  Miss  S.  B   16.00 

Wallace,  Mrs.  Edith   5.00 

Warburg,  Paul  M   25.00 

Warburg,  Felix  M   230.00 

Wardwell,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  J.  Henry   10.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  James  S   25.00 

Watson,  C.  W   25.00 

Watterson,  W.  W   25.00 

Webster.  George  S   10.00 

Weil,  Wm.  H.  W   5.00 

Weil,  Benjamin  J   12.50 

Wells,  Miss  Carolyn   10.00 

Wendell,  Mrs.  Jacob   10.00 

Westerman,  Miss  Loretta  A   iS-OO 

Wheelock,  A.  T   10.00 

Whitman,  Nathaniel   100.00 

White,  Horace   10.00 

Whitehead,  Miss  Bertha  H   35-00 

Whitelaw,   Miss   10.00 

Wicks,  Miss  May  F   20.00 

Wilkinson,  Alfred   25.00 

Williams,  Mr.  Chas.  P   10.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  Chas.  P   10.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Mary  B   10.00 

Williamson,  George  De  Witt   25.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Josephine  L   10.00 

Wilson,  Dr.  Margaret  B   10.00 

Winter,  W   12.00 

Woerishoeffer,  Mrs.  Anna   25.00 

Wolff,  Mrs.  Emil   10. OO' 

Wolff,  Mrs.  Louis  S   25.00 

Woodbury,  G.  Langdon   10.00 

Wight,  S.  W   1. 00 

Zabriskie.  Mrs.  George   5.00 

Zerega,  Miss  Florence   25.00 

Ziegler,  William   1000.00 

Ziegler,  Mrs.  E.  M   1000.00 
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ROCKING-BOAT 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Pa. 


EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA 


Reprinted  from  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind  (October,  190S),  Cambridge,  Mass. 


State 

Name  of  Institution 

Alabama 

School  for  the  Blind 

Arkansas 

School  for  the  Blind 

California 

Inst,  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind 

Colorado 

and  the  Blind 

Connecticut 

Institute  for  the  Blind 
School  Dept. 

Florida 

School  for  Deaf  and 
the  Blind 

Georgia 

Academy  for  the  Blind 

Idaho 

and  the  Blind 

Illinois 

School  for  the  Blind 

Indiana 

ocnooi  lor  the  blina 

Iowa 

College  for  the  Blind 

Kansas 

School  for  the  Blind 

Kentucky 

Inst,  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind 

Location 

Talladega 

Little  Rock 

Berkeley 

Colorado  Springs 

Hartford 

St.  Augustine 

Macon 

Boise 

Jacksonville 

Indianapolis 

Vinton 

Kansas  City 

Louisville 

Date  of  (a)  Foundation    (*)  Opening 

{a)  1888    {b)  1888 

(a)  1867    {b)  1867 

(<i)  i860    (*)  i860 

Deaf,lS74   Blind,  1883 

(a)  1893    (*)  1893 

(a)  1885    («)  1885 

(^1)1851  (-5)1851 

(a)  1906    (4)  1906 

(a)  1849    (*)  1849 

(a)  1847    (<*)  1847 

(a)  1862    [b)  i86z 

(3)  1867    (4)  1867 

{a)  1842    [b)  1842 

Maintained  by  state  or  endowment 
Annual  current  expenditures  (about) 
Valuation  of  plant 

State 
Si  8,000 

$90,000  (about) 

State 
;S45iOOO 

State 

For  both  depts.,  $66,000 
3600,000 

State 

For  both  depts.  J!66,ooo 
^325tOoo 

State  and  donations 
2,250 

State 

For  both  depts ,  $20,000 
$18,000* 

State 
5 1 8,000 
1 3  5,000 

State 

State 
$54,000 

State 

$40,000 

«!'574to04 

State 

$38,000 

$1651000 

State 

$25,000 

$156,000 

State 

$36,000 

$200,000 

Management,  No.  of  Trustees 

11  Trustees 

7  Trustees 

5  Directors 

5  Trustees 

14  Trustees 

Board  of  Control,  5 

7  Trustees 

State  Board  of  Educa'n 

3  Trustees 

4  Trustees 

Board  of  Control,  3 

Trustees 

9  Trustees 

c  JsHfr         Namp    { "*  1  Term 

oupenntenoent    \^}  i^'auic    \-)  itim 

of  service    {3)  No.  since  opening 

{i)F.  H.Manning.A.M.*!  (1)  S.  D.  Lucas 
(2)  I  year    (3)  4               (2)  2  years  (3)8 

(1)  Warring  Wilkinson 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  3 

W.  K.  Argo,  A.M.,LL.D. 
(2)  2  years    (3)  4 

(1)  George  H.  Marshall 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  i 

(1)  A.  H.  Walker,  A.B. 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  5 

(i)  G.  F.  Oliphant,  A.M. 
{2)  Indefinite    (3)  8 

(1)  Dr.  J.  Watson 

(2)  (3) 

(1)  George  W.  Jones 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  6 

(1)  George  S.  Wilson 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  9 

(i)  J.  E.  Vance    (2)  4 
year  term    (3)  6 

(1)  W.  B.  Hall 

(2)  I  year   (3)  7 

(2)  Indefinite  (3) 

Pupil»  registered  (4)  during  year  [b\  boys 

girls    (5)  since  opening.    (6)  Per 
cap.  cost  on  basis  of  registration 

(4)  97  (''')  53    (f)  44 

(5)  465 

(6)  S230 

(4)  182  (*)9o  (.s-)92 

(5)  (6)^251 
(including  repairs,  etc.) 

(4)  77  (*)  tf) 

(5)  320 

(6)  S290 

(4)  42(«25  (^•)I7 

(5)  203 

(6)  S316 

(4)  45  (*)  23  22 

(5)  78 

(6)  S300 

(4)  39  (b)  21    {g)  18 

(5)  No  record 

(6)  $160 

(4)  117  (<5)64    (i-)  53 

(5)  No  data 

(6)  S154 

(4)  12  W  (g) 

(5) 

(6) 

(4)  2o8(«)l25  (^■)83 

(5)  '837 

(6)  $269 

(4)  159  {''0  71  (^)88 

(5)  '>259 

(6)  §246,82 

(4)  i68(*)9o  (i')78 

(5)  

(6)  $226 

(4)  90  (4)  l,g) 

(5)  

(6)  $275 

(4)  145  [g) 
(<\ 

(6)  S239 

Number  of  pupiU  in    (7)  Kindergarten 
(8)  Academic    (9)  Music    (10)  Choral 
class    (11)  Orchestra    (12)  Tuning 

(7)  None     (S)  78 

(9)65  (10)78 

(11)  None    (12)  18 

(9)92  (10)82 
(11)78  (12)31 

(7^  (8)81 

Kit  „ 

(9)58  10)74 
(11)  (12) 

(7)  None    (8)  42 
(9)  35        (10)  18 
(11)8  (12)4 

(7)  14     (8)  40 
(9)27  (.0)18 
(1 1)  20    (12)  0 

(7)0  (8)37 
(9)  37    (10)  28 
(n)o  (12)2 

h)  0       (8)  117 
(9)75  (10)37 

{11)   10       {IZ)  2. 

(7)  (8) 
(9)5  (lo) 
(1.)  (.2) 

(7)  13     (8)  180 
(9)  108    (10)  70 
(u)  16    (12)  17 

(7)  0      (8^  162 

(9)130  (10)75 
(11)21  (12)14 

(l\  Q          f8\  16S 

(9)  130    (ic)  26 

(11)  26     (12)  22 

\7)           \o)  90 
(9)  (10) 
(11)  15  (12) 

(7)  (8) 
(9)  (10) 
{11)13  (12)8 

(13)  Slojd    (14)  Chair  caning 
(15)  Broom-    (16)  Mattress.making 

03)0  ('4)32 
(15)0  (16)10 

(13)0  (14)28 
(15)52  (16)30 

(13)  (14) 

(13)  7    (14)  4 
(15)6  (16)3 

(13)  26    (14)  26 
(15)0  (16)0 

(13)0  ("4)6 
(15)8  (16)8 

(13)22  (14)12 
(15)12  (16)0 

('3)  (14) 
(■5)  (16) 

(13)60  (14)5 
(15)20  (16)7 

('3)27  (14)22 
(15)21  (16)0 

(13)  0     (14)  10 

(15)19  (16)0 

{13)6  (14)0 
(15)8  (16)0 

(■3)  (14) 
CS)  (16) 

(17)  Domestic  science    (18)  Sewing 
(19)  Knitting    (20)  Crocheting 

(17)0  (18138 
(19)15  (20)15 

(17)0  (18)32 
(19)21  (20)8 

(17)  (18) 
(19)  \^°) 

(17)6  (18)15 

(17)0  (18)18 

(17)  0     (18)  18 
(19)  18    (20)  18 

(17,  18,  19,  and  20)* 

(■7)  (18) 

(17)12  (18)42 
(19)  12   (20)  6 

(■7)0  (18)39 

(19)0  (20)39 

(17)0  (18)43 
(19)  12      (20)  20 

(17)0  (18J40 
(19)  40    (20)  40 

(17)  ('8) 
(19)  (20) 

(21)  Netting    (22)  Basketry 
(23)  Any  other  trade 

(21)3  (=2)20 

(23)  Hammock  making 

(21)4  {22)17 

(23)  Mop-making,  18 

("l)  (22) 

(21)  8  (22) 0 

(23)  Rug  weaving,  i 

Trades  taught  in  a  sep- 
arate department  * 

(21)  0    (22)  18 
(23) 

(■?!  and  22)* 

(23)  Shoe  cobbling,  i 

(21)  (22) 

(23) 

^21!  ic   ^22!  12 
(23) 

f2llo        f''2l  II 

(23)  Rafiia  work,  16 

^21^  87      ^22^  '6 
\£V  j  0/      \^^]  U 

(23)  

(21)  0     (22)  15 
(23)  

(21)  (22) 
(23)  

{24)  Business  course.    When  started 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24) 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24) 

(24)  1907 

(24)0 

(24)  0 

(24) 

(24) 

Instructors  (25)  seeing   {26)  blind 

(25)  8      (26)  4 

(25)9  (26)4 

(25)4  (26)2 

{25)  ,0  (26)  1 

(25)  6     (26)  I 

(25)  3    (26)  2 

(25)  4     (26)  6 

(25)  I  (26)  I 

(25)  20   (26)  3 

(25)  17    (26)  1 

(25)  11   (26)  I 

(25)  n  (26) 

(25)  (26) 

Library  (27)  No.  all  types,  a,  vols,  b,  titles 

(28)  New  York  Point,       a,   "     b,  " 

(29)  American  Braille,       a,   "     b,  " 

(30)  Line  type,                a,  "     b,  " 

(31)  N.  Y.  Point  music,     a,   "     b,  " 
{32)  Braille  music,            fl,   *'     b,  " 

(27)  a,            b,  1,101 

(28)  a,     0      b^  0 

(29)  b,       61  5 

(30)  a,            b,  486 
{31)0,     c     b,  0 
{32)  a,  612      b,  44 

(27)  a,  1,770    b,  407  * 
{28}  a,  1,490    b,  358 

(29)  0    ^,  0 

(30)  a,     275    i.  44 

(31)  «,  *, 

(32)  a.  i, 

(27)  (7,      6,  1,060 

(28)  <7,       i,  181 

(29)  3,       i,  630 

(30)  a,       b,  249 

(31)  (7,  0      b,  0 

(32)  (7,  r,ooo 

(27)  a,  1,100    b,  54S 

(28)  0,             b,  350 

(29)  a,  70 

(30)  a,            b,  128 

(31)  a.            b,  80 

(32)  a,            b,  0 

{27)  a,  536    b,  204 

(28)  a,     0    b,  0 

(29)  a,  2S3    b,  112 

(30)  a,  253    b,  92 

(31)  (7,    0  b,  0 

(32)  a,  215  b,  190 

(27)  a,  b, 

(28)  a,        b,  150 

(29)  a,  Only  a  few 

(30)  a,        b,  25 

(31)  0,  N.  Y.  Point 

(32)  a.  *. 

(27)  (J,  2,500  b, 

(28)  a,             b,  235 

(29)  a,             b,  38 

(30)  a,            b,  136 

(31)  a,  b, 
{32)0,  b. 

(27) 
(28) 
(29) 
(30) 

(30 
(32) 

(27)  «,        i,  803 

(28)  3,        b,  150 

(29)  a,        b,  470 
{30)  a,    _   b,  183 

(31)  0,        *,  0 

(32)  a,        b,  2,000 

(27)  3,2,411    b,  249 

(28)  a,  2,171    b,  240 

(29)  3,        0    by  0 

(30)  3,     240    4,  109 

(31)  3,        0    b,  0 

(32)  3,1,565  4,1,320 

(27)  4, 

(28)  3,  2,790   4,  574 

(29)  3,    789  4, 

(30)  3,        0    4,  0 

(31)  3,             4,  1 

(32)  3,             4,  122 

(27)  3,  2,500  4, 

(28)  3,  4, 

(29)  «,  />, 

(30)  3,  4, 
(30 *. 
(32)  a,  4, 

(27) 
(28) 
(29) 
(30) 
(30 
(32) 

Writing.    Embossed  system  used  for 
(33)  literature    (34)  music.  —  No.  of 
pupils  taught    (35)  pencil  writing 
(36)  typewriting    (37)  Make  and  No. 
of  machines  used 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  None 

(36)  None 

(37)   

(33)  N.  y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  25    (36)  24 

(37)  8  Smith  Premier 
4  Oliver 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  0 

(36)  about  50 

(37)  9  Remington 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  0   (36)  16 

(37)  5  Smith  Premier 
3  Remington 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  23 

(36)  9 

(37)  8  Blickensderfer 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 
(3S>  8    (36)  6 
(37)  I  Remington 
2  Fox 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  5 

(36)  Department  not 
organized 

(33) 
(34 
(35) 
'36)3 

(37)  Remington 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  0 

(36)  42 

(37)  Remington 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  0  (36)32 
(37)  12  Remington 
3  Undenvood 

(33) 
(34) 

(35)  0 

(36)  28 

(37)  6  Remington 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34) 

(35) 

(36)  '2 

(37)  4  Remington 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 
(35) 

(36)  18 

(37)  Smith  Premier 

Physical  Training    (38)  Size  of  gymna 
sium.    Acreage  {39)  in  all  the  grounds, 
and  (40)  in  the  fields  used  for  sports 

(38}  No  gymnasium 

(39)  About  8  acres 

(40)  No  field  for  sports 

(38)  30  X  So 

(39)  1 2  acres 

(40)  4  acres 

(38)  40  X  70 

(39)  ^30  acres 

(40)  10  acres 

(38)  30  X  65 

(39)  24  school,  1 20  dairy 

(40)  8  or  10  acres 

(38)  30  X  60 

(39)  2  acres 

(40)  ^  acre 

(38)  None 

(39)  8  acres 
(40}  20  acres 

(38)  30  1  40 

(39)  20  acres 

(40)  6  acres 

(38) 
(39) 
(40) 

(38)  50  X  100 

(39)  17  acres 

(40)  5  acres 

(38)  50  X  70 

(39)  8  acres 

(40)  8  acres 

(38)  None 

(39)  40  acres 

(40)  10  acres 

(38)  28  X  36 

(39)  9  acres 

(40)  2  acres 

(38) 

(39)  25  acres 

(40)  10  acres 

Graduates    School  diplomas  granted 
since  (41)  {«)  Date    {h)  No.  of  students 
receiving  same    {42)  Since  when  has 
record  of  ex-pupils  been  kept.  —  No.  of 
ex-pupils  known  to  be  successful  in 
(43)  music   (44)  trades    {45)  business 
(46)  miscellaneous 

(41)  No  graduates 
(42,  43,  44,  45,  and  46) 
No  accurate  record  has 
been  kept 

(41)  (a)  1868  (*)29 

(42)  1908 

(43)  ■» 

(44)  No  data 

(45)  4 

(46)  No  data 

Not  sufficient  data  to 
be  of  any  use 

(40(0)1883    (i)  24 

(42)  190S 

(43)  Unknown 

(44)  4 

(45  and  46)  Unknown 

(41  to  46)  See  (21). 
Pupils  needing  High 
School  training  go  to 
the  Perkins  Institution. 
Few  remain  here  after 
1 6  years  of  age 

(41 )  ((I  and  b)  No 
record 

(42)  1902 

(43)  2 

(44,  45,  46)  No  data 

(41)  Do  not  give 
diplomas 

(42  to  46)  No  data 

(4i)(«)  (*) 

(42) 

(43) 

(44) 

(45) 

(46) 

(41)  (3)       (4)  230 
(42  to  46)  No  data 

(41) (a)  1880    (4)  129 
(42  to  46)  No  data 

(41)  (a)  {i) 
(42  to  46)  No  data 

(4")  (a)  (*) 
(42)  No  record 

(43) 
(44) 
(45) 
(46) 

(40  (")  (■*) 

(42) 

(43) 

(44) 

(45) 

(46) 

Compulsory  Education    (47)  Has  youi 
state  such  a  law  for  the  blind 
(48)  Is  it  enforced 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Yes 

(48)  Not  necessary 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Yes 

(48)  Yes 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Yes 

(48)  Yes 

(47)  No 

(48)   

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum    (49)  Are 
pupils'  eyes  examined  by  an  oculist 

(50)  How  many  pupils  and  ex-pupils 
reported  blind  from  above  cause 

(51)  Is  there  a  law  relative  to  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness    (52)  To  what 

(49)  Ves 

(50)  Should  say  about 

207o 

(51)  No 
(52) 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  172 

(51)  No 

(  ^  \\  Vpu  if  nprp«  ctrv 
(50)  13 

(50  No 

149^  * 

(50)  

(51)  No 

I4yj  *  es 

(50)  32 

(51)  Yes 

(52)  No  prosecution 
known 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  No  record 
(50  No 

^49;  Y  es 

(50)  About  30% 

(51)  No  specific  law. 
Law  regulating  license 
of  doctors  and  nurses 

(ACi'\  Nn 
149;  no 

(5°) 
(51) 

H9/  ■'^^ 

(50)  About  18% 

(51)  Yes 

(52)  Not  enforced 

(49)  Yes  ( 50)  No  report 
(51)  Intermarriage  of 
cousins  and  marriage  of 
epileptics  and  persons 
with  transmissible  dis- 
eases forbidden  by  law. 

(aq\  Yes 

(50)  — - 

(51)  No 

(ao)  No 

(50) 

(50 

(49) 
(50) 
(50 

•1907  T^egislature  appropri- 

extent is  it  enforced 

•  Miscellaneous  vols.,  5 ; 
titles,  6 

•See  table  at  end  of  July 

Outlook  /or  the  Btittd 

•Department  not  organized 
since  moving  to  new  building 

Licenses  of  nurses  and 

•Resident  Superintendent 

ated  ;^0,000  for  new  build- 
ings 

phys'ns  regul'd  by  law 

« 


EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  BUND  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA 


Reprinted  from  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind  (October,  igoS),  Cambridge,  Mass. 


State 

Name  of  Institution 

Louisiana 

School  for  the  Blind 

Maryland 

Maryland  School  for 
the  Blind 

Massachusetts 

Perkins  Inst,  and  Mass. 
School  for  the  Blind 

Michigan 

Michigan  School  for 
the  Blind 

Minnesota 

School  for  the  Blind 

Mississippi 

State  Institution  for  the 
Blind 

Missouri 

School  for  the  Blind 

Montana 

School  for  Deaf  and 
Blind* 

Nebraska 

Institution  for  Blind 

New  Mexico 

Institute  for  the  Blind 

New  York  City 

New  York 

State  School  for  the 
Blind 

North  Carolina 

State  School  for  the 
Blind  and  Deaf 

Location 

Baton  Rouge 

Baltimore 

S.  Boston  &  Jam.  Plain 

Lansing 

Faribault 

Jackson 

St.  Louis 

Boulder 

Nebraska  City 

Alamo  Gordo 

Batavia 

Raleigh 

Date  of  (a  ?  Foundation    {b)  Opening 

(»)  .856 

(a)  1853  («)i853 

State  and  endowment 

$43,000 

$500,000 

(n)  1829    (b)  1832 

(a)  1 881    (*)  1 88 1 

(a)  1S63    (b)  1866 

(a)  1848    {b)  1848 

{a)  1851    {b)  1851 

(a)  1894    (b)  1894 

(a)  1875    (b)  1875 

{a)  1903    {b)  1906 

(a)  1865    (4)  1868 

(a)  1845    (b)  1845 

Maintained  by  state  or  endowment 
Annual  current  expenditures  (about) 
Valuation  of  plant 

State 

$12,500 

$50,000 

State  &  endowm't  &  fees 

5105,109 

5496,000 

State 

838,000 

8178,196 

State 
$27,000 

$100,000 

State 

$12,000 

$50,000 

State 

^36,000 

$296,000 

State 

?33,ooo 

$.182,000 

State 

$20,000 

Territory  appropriation 
$1  2,500  (2  years) 
$30,000 

State 

«45,ooo 

?399,ooo 

State 
S6o,ooo 

$250,000  (both) 

Management,  No.  of  Trustees 

8  Trustees 

18  Directors 

12  Trustees 

3  Trustees 

*See  note 

5  Trustees 

5  Managers 

3  Trustees 

3  Trustees 

5  Trustees 

9  Managers 

11  Directors 

Superintendent    (i)  Name    (2)  Term 
of  service    (3)  No.  since  opening 

(1)  W.  W  Bunum,  A.B. 

(2)  No    (3)  55 

(1)  J.  F.  Bledsoe,  A.M. 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  6 

(l)  Edw.  E.  Allen,  A.B. 
(%)  Indetinite    (3)  3 

(1)  Clarence  E.  Holmes 

(2)  No   (3)  » 

(i)  James  J.  Dow 

{2)  JNO      (3J  1 

(1)  Dr.  W.  S.  Sims 

(2)  2  years  (3) 

(1)  S.  M.  Green, B.S.D. 

(2)  I  year    (3)  6 

(1)  L.  E.  Milligan,  M 

(2)  2  years    (3)  4 

A. 

(1)  Jesse  T.  Morey 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  6 

(1)  S.  H.  Gill 

(2)  I  year    (3)  1 

(1)  C.A.Hamilton, A.M. 

(2)  I  year    (3)  10 

(1)  John  E  Ray,  A.M. 

(2)  3  years    (3)  7 

Pupils  registered  (4)  during  year  (d)  boys 
{g)  giris    (5}  since  opening.    (6)  Per 
cap.  cost  on  basis  of  registration 

(4)  56  W  33    (.f)  23        (4)  S8    (h)  38    (^)  50 

(5)  5'                         :  (5)646 

(6)  :  (6)  S327 

(■l)  309  (''')  154  (s)  '55 
(5)  1,869  (6)MainSch. 
S41S.41,  Kin'g'n  5245-84 

(4)  130  (*)  (^■) 

(5) 

(6) 

(4)  100  {b)  58      (g)  42 

(5)  380 

(6)  ;527o 

(4)41  W  {^) 

(5) 

(6) 

(4)  112  (b)  49    {g)  63 

(5)  '.205 

(6)  S344 

(4)  20  (b)  12  (^)8 

(5)  34 

(6)  S336 

(4)  48  (b)  29    (,f)  19      1  (4)  31  (b) 

(5)  370                         1  (5)  3' 

(6)  8357.80                  i  (6)5250 

(4)  152(4)88    (g)  64 

(5)  '.'37 

(6)  $2  75 

(4)  252(4)129  (^)I23 

(5)  '.350 

(6)  Si  75 

Number  of  pupils  in    (7)  Kindergarten 
(8)  Academic    (9)  Music    {10)  Choral 
class    (11)  Orchestra    (12)  Tuning 

(7)          (8)  5' 
(9)36  ('0)36 
(i>)9  (12)6 

(7)        (S)  57 
(9)  88    (10)  40 
(11)0  (12)5 

(7)  71      (8)  238 
(9)  154    (10)  67 
(11)38  (12)20 

(7)  13  (8) 

(9)          (10)  100 

(11)14  (12)2 

(7)  25     (8)  95 
(9)  60     (10)  60 
(II)  12  (12)9 

(7)  (8)4' 
(9)  28     (to)  36 
(11)8  (12)8 

(7)  '4     (8)  109 
(9)  52     (10)  30 
(11)0  (12)10 

(7)1  (8)3 
(9)19  (10)10 
(11)10  (12)2 

(7)0  (8)12 
(9)  38     (10)  39 
(11)12  (12)5 

(7)2  (8)4 
{9)  19     (10)  27 
(11)  0     (12)  2 

(7)35  (8)30 
(9)  64    (10)  100 
(11)  10   (12)  21 

(7)  25     (8)  240 
(9)  175    (10)  '25 
(11)22  (12)10 

(13)  Slojd    (14)  Chair  caning 
(15)  Broom-    (16)  Mattress-making 

(■3)  (M) 
(■5)4  (>6)2 

(■3)40  (14)40 
(■5)3  (>6)4 

(13)  94    (>4)  64 
(15)0  (16)23 

(13)0  ('4)0 
(15)  ('6)0 

(13)35  (h)o 
(15)  20    (16)  0 

(13)  (>4)8 
(15)10  (16)10 

(13)8  (14)20 
(15)22  (16)0 

«3)4  (14)0 
'5)5  (>6)o 

(13)  0     (14)  2 
(15)17  (16)0 

(13)  0     (14)  16 
(»5)5  (16)5 

(13)  22   (14)  18 
(15)  19  (16)5 

(13)40  (14)30 
(15)40  (16)20 

(17)  Domestic  Science    (18)  Sewing 
{19)  Knitting    (20)  Crocheting 

(17)         ('*J  '5 
(19)  IS     (20)  '5 

1  t-i\  r\          1 1  fi\  iri 

(17)0      tioj  40 

(19)35  (20)12 

(i7)S2»  (18)  135 
(19)165  (20)8 

(17)  14     (18)  25 
(19)  0      (20) 0 

(17)  0 

(18,  19,  and  20)  42 

(17)       (18)  16 
(19)       (20)  5 

{■7)5  (18)30 
(19)  12  (20) 

.7)0  (18)4 
19)0  (20)1 

Yif  '      \*  /  0 
(19)  2     (20)  2 

(19)  11      (20)  1 

(17)0  08)39 
(19)  39   (20)  39 

(■7)10  {18)75 
(19)40  (20)65 

(21)  Netting    (22)  Basketry 
(23)  Any  other  trade 

(21)         (22)  14 
(23)  No 

{21)  20     (22)  40 

(=3)  

(21)  I    (22)  7 
(23)  

(21)            (22)  [22 

(23)  Hammock-makmg, 

(21)  Many  (22)  12  (23) 
Rug  &  carpet  weaving 

(21)  (22) 
(23)  Beadwork,  16 

(21)0  (22)5  (23)  Weav- 
ing, 10;  bookbinding,  3 

(2')  5  (22)5 
(23)  Beadwork,  6 

(21)15  (22)0 
(23)  Carpet  weaving 

(21)  12     (22)  12 
(23) 

(21)  0    (22)  14 
(23)  Cobbling,  3 

(21)  25    (22)  20 

(23)  Loom  &  beadw'k  45 

(24)  Business  course.    When  started 

(24}  None 

(24) 1907 

(24)  1907 

(24) 

(24) 

(24) 

(24)  190B 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24)  '9°6 

(24)  None 

Instructors  (25)  seeing    (26)  blind 

(25)  3      (=6)  4 

(25)  .0  (26)7 

(25)50  (26)8 

(25)  14  (26)  I 

(25)  10  (26)  5 

(Total)  7 

(25)  .2    (26)  I 

(25)3  (26)1 

(25)  10    (26)  3 

(25)  2     (26)  2 

(25)  17    (26)  0 

(25)28  (26)13 

Library  (27)  No.  all  types,  a,  vols,  b,  titles 

(28)  New  York  Point,       a,    "     b,  " 

(29)  American  Braille,       a,   "     b,  " 

(30)  Line  type,                1.   "     b,  " 

(31)  N.  Y.  Point  music,     a,   '*     b,  " 

(32)  Braille  music,             a,    "     b,  " 

(27)  «,         b,  58" 

(28)  a,  700    b,  356 
{29)  rt,          b,  100 

(30)  a,          ^,  125 

(31)  «,  150 

(32)  a,          b,  200 

(27)  ,7,  3,252  604* 

(28)  a.  2,894    b,  362 

(29)  a,      13  6 

(30)  ,7,     251    i,  179 

(31)  ".  3.389  241 

(32)  -J,      76    b,  12 

(27)  a,  16,051  b,  1,458  t 

^2o(  (I,      1,004  SI 

(29)  0,    5,061  526 

(30)  a,   9,48s  «,  322 

(31)  a,      153  b,  153 

(32)  a,    5,607  b,  740 

(27) 

(29^  a,        by  460 

(30)    (7,    0                by  0 
{31)    (7,0                by  0 

(32)  Braille 

(27)  a,        b,  566 

(28)  a,         b,  416 

(29)  a,  b, 

(30)  a,  4,150 
(3')«.  *. 
(32)  a,  b. 

(27) *. 
{29)  a,  i, 

(30)  0.  by 

(31)  ay         b,  50 

(32)  by 

(27)           ^  ^ 

(29)  a,  4,760  394 

(30)  a,  175 

(31)  a,       0    b,  0 

(32)  «,    632  512 

(27)  a,    .  b. 

(28)  «,     1    b,  I 

(29)  137    *,  47 

(30)  a,     S    b,  S 

(3 1 )  a,     0    b,  0 

(32)  2,  4,50 

(27)  3,  b, 

(28)  a,  1,690    <5,  358 

(29)  a,       0    b,  0 

(30)  a,      78    b,  7 

(3 1 )  a,      70    b,  46 

(32)  a,       0    b,  0 

(27)  «.  *• 

(28)  a,         b,  35 

(29)  a,        (5,  40 

(30)  a,        i,  25 

(31)  a,        b,  0 

(32)  a.  All  Braille 

(27)  a,  3,775  4,625 

(28)  (2,    2,850         by  35^ 

(29)  ay    675  175 

(30)  a,    250    b,  100 
f3i)  a,  2,208    by  552 
(32)  a,       0    ^,  0 

(27)8,3,565  4,718 
[^za)  a,  1,770    0,  531 
(29)  a,        9    *,  3 
30  a,  1,778    4,  184 

(31)  a,    250    4,  200 

(32)  a,      30    4,  30 

Writing.    Embossed  system  used  for 
(33)  literature    (34)  music.  —  No.  of 
pupils  taught    {35)  pencil  writing 
(36)  typewriting    (37)  Make  and  No. 
of  machines  used 

(33)  >0  (34)11 
{35)  Remington,  Ham- 
mond  (36)  N.  Y.  Point 
(37)  Braille  and  N.  Y. 
Point 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  20  (36)12 
(37)  7  ^^mith  Premier 
4  Remington 

(33/  -Am.  oranie  ot  dos  n 
line  (34)  Braille  (35)  114 
(36)34    (37)  4  Rem-,  4 
Smith  Pr'm.,  2  W'ms,  2 
Und'rw'd,201iver,  I  Royal 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 
(35) 

(36) 

(37)  5  Remmgton 

(33)  ^  Y  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  (3^)  record 
(37)  8  Remington 

I  Underwood 

(33/     •  iOmt 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  '0 
(36) 

(37)  2  Densmore 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  74 
36)9 

(37)  4  Remington 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  4  (36)12 
(37)  3  Smith  Premier 
2  Remington 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  20 

(36)  14 

(37)  2  Smith  Premier 

(33)  Am.  Braille  and 
Point    (34)  Braille 

(35)  ° 

(36)  2 

(37)  Oliver 

and  Am.  Braille 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  22  (36)51 
(37)  12  Remington 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point  &  Line 

(34)  n!  Y.  Point 

(35)  25    (36)  22 
(37)  5  Oliver 

1  Columbia 

Physical  Training    (38)  Size  of  gymna- 
sium.   Acreage  (39I  in  all  the  grounds, 
and  (40)  in  the  fields  used  for  sports 

(38)  None 
(39) 

(40)  10  acres 

(38)  30  X  80 

(39)  6  acres 

(40)  3  acres 

(38)  22  X  107 

(39)  10  acres 

(40)  6  acres 

(38) 

(39)  45  acres 

(40)  i  acre 

(38) 

(39)  About  50  acres 

(40)  About  10  acres 

(38) 
(39) 
(40) 

(38)  40  X  80 

(39)  3  acres 

(40)  1  acre 

(38)  50  X  65 

(39)  360  acres 

(40)  10  acres 

(38)  35  ^  50 

(39)  10  acres 

(40)  5  acres 

(38)  20  X  40 

(39)  20  acres 

(40)  2  acres 

(38)  40  X  80 

(39)  60  acres 

(40)  2  acres  approx. 

(38)  45  X  60 

(39)  42  acres 

(40)  6  acres 

Graduates    School  diplomas  granted 
since  {41)  {a)  Date    (b)  No.  of  students 
receiving  same    (4-)  Since  when  has 
record  of  ex-pupils  been  kept.  —  No.  of 
ex-pupils  known  to  be  successful  in 
(43)  music    (44)  trades    (45)  business 
(46)  miscellaneous 

(41)26 

{42)  No  records  of  ex- 
pupils 

(43)  '2 

(44)  '4 
45) 

(46)  4 

(41)  (a)  1859  (b)^o 

(42)  1S54 

(43  to  46)  No  data 

(41)  («)  1878    (b)  190 

(42)  Card  catalog  1907 

(43)  5°1 

{44)  65  1  From  catalog 

(45)  30  (list 

(46)  16  J 

(41)  (a)  Since  1904 

(4)21 

(42,  43.  44,  45,  and  46) 
No  record 

(4')  (a)  {b) 

(42) 

(43) 

(44) 

(45 

(46) 

(40('')  w 
(42)  None  kept 

43)6 
(44)  17 
(45) 
(46) 

(41)  (0)1890  (i)s4 

(42)  1899 

(43)  29 

(44)  15 

(45)  6 

(46)  4 

(41)  (a)        (b)  3 

(42)  1907 

(43)  4 

(44)  7 

Uij  {a)  1886    (b)  68 
(421  No  complete  record 
43)  12 
(44) 

(45)  4 

(46)  11 

(4')  (a)  W 
(42) 
43) 
(44) 
(45) 

(46) 

(41)  (fl)  1900  (<^)37 

(42)  1868 

(43,  44,  45,  46) 
Unknown 

(41)  (a  and  4)  No  record 

(42)  1896 

(43)  about  80% 

(44)  about  10% 

(45)  about  5% 
(46) 

Compulsory  Education    (47)  Has  your 
state  such  a  law  for  the  blind 
{48)  Is  it  enforced 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Yes 

(48)  Partially 

(47)  Yes 

(48)  No 

(47)  Yes 

(48)  As  far  as  room 
is  provided 

(47)  No 

(48)  ■ 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Yes 

(48)  Yes 

(47)  Yes 

(48)  No 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Yes,  Sept.  1908 

(48)  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum    (49)  Are 
pupils'  eyes  examined  by  an  oculist 
(50)  How  many  pupils  and  ex-pupils 
reported  blind  from  above  cause 
{5O      there  a  law  relative  to  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness    (52)  To  what 
extent  is  it  enforced 

(49)  Ves 

(50.  51,  and  52)  No 
record 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  5°% 

(51)  Some  laws  with 
reference  to  nursing 
not  strictly  enforced 

•Miscellaneou.svols.,93; 
titles,  57 

(49)  Yes  (50)  60  pupils 
No  data  for  ex-pupils 
(51)  Yes  (52)  Improving 

•  No  class,  but  individual 
instruction  witil  continued 
practice  in  housework 

t  Miscellaneous  vols.,  498  ; 
titles,  232 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  16  in  last  biennial 
report 

(51)  Nol  that  I  know 
of 

(49)  Yes  (50)  

(51)  No 

•Educat'l,  Bd.  of  Directors 
Financial,  Bd.  of  Control 
Note.  —  Above  statistics  do 
not  include  attendance  of  Sum- 
mer School  for  Blind  Men. 
No.  for  that,  10 

(49)  Yes 
(5°)  '4 
(51)  No 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  32  of  present  en- 
rollment.   Since  open- 
ing, 20% 

(51)  Yes,  since  1895 
(52) 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  

(51)  No 

•  Feeble-minded  under  same 
management 

(49)  Not  systematically 

(50)  2 
(50  No 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  8 

(51)  No 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  Unknown 

(51)  No 

(49)  Yes,  very  strictly 

(50)  About  15%  to  20% 
(51}  No 
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State 

Name  of  Institution 

North  Dakota 

School  for  the  Blind 

Ohio 

State  School  for  Blind 

Oklahoma 

School  for  the  Blind 

Oregon 

State  School  for  Deaf 
and  Blind 

Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  In- 
struction of  the  Blind 

Pennsylvania 

Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind 

South  Carolina 

Institution  for  Deaf  and 
Blind 

South  Dakota 

School  for  the  Blind 

Tennessee 

Texas 

State  School  for  the 
Blind 

Utah 

School  for  Deaf  and 
Blind 

Virginia 

School  for  Deaf  and 
Blind 

Washington 

School  for  Deaf  and 
Blind 

Location 

Bathgate 

Columbus 

Wagoner 

Salem 

Overbrook  (Sub.  Phila.) 

Pittsburgh 

Cedar  Spring 

Gary 

Nashville 

Austin 

Ogden 

Staunton 

Vancouver 

Date  of  {a)  Foundation    {b)  Opening 

{a)  1895    {b)  Feb.  1908 

{«)i837  (^)i837 

{")  (*) 

(a)  1874    W  1874 

(0)1833  (*)«833 

(a)  1886    (<)  1890 

(0)1849  (*)i849 

(a)  1899    (b)  1900 

(0)  1844  (b) 

(0)  1856    (b)  1856 

{a)  1894    {b)  1896 

(o)  1839    (b)  1839 

Maintained  by  state  or  endowment 
Annual  current  expenditures  (about) 
Valuation  of  plant 

State  and  Endowment 
565,000 

State 
$100,000 

Subscriptions 
$800 

State 

$10,000 

$30,000 

State  and  endowment 

$81,650 

S6o8,2i8 

Semi-state 

^37,000 

5500,000 

State 
$105,000 

State 
$8,500 
$40,000 

State 

$35,000 

$230,000 

State 

$67,000 

$300,000 

State  appropriation 
$40,000  incl.  the  deaf 
$225,000  incl.  the  deaf 

State 
$1 5,000 
$200,000 

State 

$76,200  incl.  deaf 
$225,000  incl.  deaf 

Management,  No.  of  Trustees 

5  Trustees 

5  Trustees 

3  Trustees 

22  Managers 

9  Directors 

5  Trustees 

Board  of  Control,  3 

7  Trustees 

5  Trustees 

5  Trustees 

Board  of  Visitors,  7 

Board  of  Control,  3 

sup  Cri  menu  em         i^aiiic    y^.)  itmi 
of  service    {3)  No.  since  opening 

(1)  B.  P.  Chappie,  B.L. 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  i 

( 1 J  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve 
(2)  4  years    (3)  13 

(1)  C.  E.  Harmon 

(2)  (3) 

(1)  E.  T.  Moores 

(2)  (3) 

0.  H.  Burritt,  A.B.,A.M. 
(2)  Indefinite    (3)  10 

(1)  Thos.  S.  McAloney 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  2 

(1)  N.  F.  Walker 

(2)  38  (3)3 

(1)  Mrs.  Dora  Humbert 

(2)  I  year   (3)  2 

(1)  John  V.  Armstrong 

(2)  Indefinite  (3) 

(1)  F.  M.  Bralley 

(2)  1  year   (3)  14 

(1)  Frank  M.  Driggs 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  2 

(1)  William  A.  Bowles 

(2)  2  years  (3) 

li^  inos.  tr.  i.,iarke 
(2)  Indefinite    (3)  2 

Pupils  registered  (4)  during  year  {b)  boys 

girls    (5)  since  opening.    (6)  Per 
cap.  cost  on  basis  of  registration 

(4)  18  (''')  7    {g)  "3 

(5)  -0 
(6) 

(4)  313  (''')  '90    (g)  123 

(5)  2,490  {av.  daily  att.) 

(6)  ?33o 

(4)11    (*)  Cf) 

(5) 

(6) 

(4)  43  (*)  (f) 
(5) 

(6)  S230 

(4)  243  (b)  122  (i-)  121 

(5)  2.097 

(6)  S3S7 

(4)  124  {b)  74    is)  50 

(5)  30° 

(6)  *368 

(4)  56 
(5) 

(6)»"35 

|4j  43  (*)  25    U)  18 
(6)  S202 

(4)  221  {b)  (.^) 

(5)  1,300-1,400  [see(4i)] 

(6)  $200 

(4)  200  (b)  120    (g)  80 

(5)  1,500 

(6)  $325 

(4)  22  {b)  14  C^)8 

(5)  52 

(6)  «375 

(4)  70  (<)  {g-) 
(5) 

(6)  $200 

(4)  37  (*)  18  uy^ 

(5) 

(6)  $250  incl.  deaf 

Number  of  pupils  in    {7)  Kindergarten 
(8)  Academic    {9)  Music    (lo)  Choral 
class    (11)  Orchestra    (12)  Tuning 

(9)  t6   (10)  15 
(■■)o  (12)2 

In)  -8       (8)  2S0 
(9)276  (10)75 
(11)0  (12)27 

(7)  (8) 
(9)         Co)  , 
(u)  (12) 

(7)  (8) 
(9)  10  (>o) 
(11)7  (12)3 

(7)  41     (8)  169 
(9)  80     (10)  168 
(11)0  (12)15 

(7)  20     (8)  104 
(9)  86     (10)  102 
(>0  33  (>2)8 

(7)  (8) 
(9)  Oo) 
(u)  (12) 

(7)        (8)  43 
(9)  32    (10)  6 
(11)4  (12)10 

(7)         (8)  206 
(9)99  (lo) 
(11)0  (12)0 

(7)  20     (8)  180 
(9)  100    (10)  69 
(1 1)  15    (12)  20 

1,/;  u          yo)  y 

(9)14  (10)0 
(11)  10  (12) 0 

(7)  0        (»)  70 
(9)  58      (10)  49 
(11)17  (12)4 

(7)  6     (8)  19 
(9)  14   (10)  25 
(11)6  (12)4 

^13^  Slojd    (i4)-Chair  caning 

(15)  Broom-    (i6)  Mattress-making 

(13)0  (14)4 
(15)0  (16)0 

(13)0  ('4)50 
(15)29  (16)0 

(■3)  (■4)yf 
(15)  V  ('6) 

(13)  10   (14)  14 
(15)0  (16)0 

(13)50  (14)68 
(15)22  (16)0 

(■3)  27    ("4)  20 
(15)34  (16)0 

(•3)  (14) 
(•5)  (>6) 

(13)9  (14)12 
{15)13  (16)0 

(13)0  (14)90 
(15)90  (16)90 

('3)0     (14)30  ' 
(15)  50    (16)  15 

(13)22  fi4jo 
(15)0  (16)0 

(13)  24     (14)  30 
(■S)  30     (16)  30 

('3)0  (14)15 
(15)0  (16)0 

fiyj  Domestic  science    (18)  Sewing 
(19)  Knitting    (20)  Crocheting 

(17)0   (.8^  10 
(19)  5    (20)  5 

(17)24  (18)78 
(19)  25     (20)  25 

\'9)  y     \^°)  V 

(17)0  (18)12 

517)15  (18)74 

(17)0  fl8)32 
f  lo)  6     1201  2\ 

(>7)  (18) 
(19)  (20) 

{17)4  (18)10 

(17)  (18)114 

( 10^  lid       f  20^   I  Id 

(17)  (18)89 
(19)  20   (20)  1 5 

(17)8  (18)8 

0  (20) 

(■7)0  (18)18 
(19)  18     {20)  18 

('7)5  (18)8 
(19)  2    (20)  I 

(21)  Netting    (22)  Basketry 
(23)  Any  other  trade 

(23)  Rug  making 

(23) 

(21)        (22)  ^ 
(23)  Cobbling 

(21)  20    (22)  15 

(23) 

(21)  0       (22)  20 

(23)  Rag  carpet  weaving 

(22)  13  (23)  -Massage, 
practical  salesmanship 

(21)  (22) 
(-3) 

(21)  ID   (22)  6 
(23)  3  cobbling 

(21)  (22) 
(23) 

(21) 0     (22)  0 

(23) 

(23)  0 

(21)  14     (22)  20 
(23) 

(21)5  (22)0 

(23)  Rag  carpet  weaving 

(24)  Business  course.    When  started 

(24)  None 

(24)  About  to  begin 

(24) 

(24)  None 

(24)  1906 

(24)  1907 

(24) 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

(24)  None 

Instructors  (25)  seeing    (36)  blind 

(25)  2    (26)  I 

(25)21  (26)7 

(25)  (26) 

(25)  3  {26)  I 

(25)  21    (26)  II 

(25)  12    (26)  2 

(25)  3     (26)  4 

(25)4  (26)1 

(25)  17    (26)  4 

(25)  '9    (26)  4 

(25)  3     (26)  0 

(25)  5       (26)  I 

(25)3  (26)0 

Library  (27)  No.  all  types,  a,  vols,  b,  titles 

(28)  New  York  Point,        a,    "     b,  " 

(29)  American  Braille,       a,   *'     ^,  " 
{30I  Line  type,                  a,    *'     A,  " 
^311  N.  Y.  Point  music,     a,   "     b,  " 
(32)  Braille  music,            a,   "     b^  " 

(27)  a,  100   d,  68 

(28)  a,          b,  50 

(29)  n,          b,  8 

(30)  <2,         b,  0 

(31)  «.         *> '° 

(32)  a,         b,  0 

(27)  »,  5,026  •  4,558 

(28)  a,  3,005  t    b,  472 

(29)  a.  b, 

(30)  a,  1,964  t    b,  138 
(3')".             *.  i57t 

(32)  *. 

(27)  a,  296  b, 

(28)  a,  b, 

(29)  a,  b, 

(30)  a.  b, 
(3')".  *. 
(32) *. 

(27)  a,  *, 

(28)  a,  300  b, 

(29)  «,  300  *, 

(30)  a.  b, 
{3>)<'.  !>, 

(32)  i.ooo  Braille  sheets 

(27)  a,  15.383  b,  1,469* 

(28)  a,    1,242  b,  179 

(29)  «,  12,534  b,  893 

(30)  fl,    1,204  217 

(31)  (I,         0  0 

(32)  (7,             b,  2,002 

(27)  a,  b, 

(28)  a,  370    b,  248 
29)0,398  115 

(30)  a,  220    b,  160 
(30  a,  48 
(32)  a.          b,  204 

(27) 
(28) 
(29) 
(30) 
(3>) 
(32) 

(27)  a,  825    b,  302 

(28)  3,    12    b,  2 

(29)  a,  813    ^,  300 

(30)  a,     0    ^,  0 

(31)  a,     0    ^,  0 

(32)  ^,143  143 

(27)  (2,  800    bf  400 
600  vols,  in  Line  and 
the  rest  in  N.  Y.  Point 
and  Am.  Braille.  715 
sheets  Braille  music 

(27)  Mostly  New  Yorii 
Point  and  Line.  No 
American  Braille 

(27)  0,  449   b,  388 

(28)  a,     0    b,  0 

(29)  0,  449    b,  388 

(30)  0,  b, 
(30  «.  i. 
(32)0,215  b, 

(27)  0,         b,  1,000 

(28)  0,        b,  500 

(29)  0,        b,  0 
{30)  0,        b,  500 

(31)  0,        b,  0 

(32)  0.  b, 

(37)  a,        4,  165 
(-8  -J.       *.  75 

(29)  0,        b,  40 

(30)  i,  50 

(31)  0,        b,  0 

(32)  0,        b,  2 

Writing.    Embossed  system  used  for 
(33)  literature    (34)  music. —  No.  of 
pupils  taught    (35)  pencil  writing 
(36)  typewriting    (37)  Make  and  No. 
of  machines  used 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  0 

(36)  8 

(37)  I  Remington 

(33,  34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  About  50    (36)  75 
(37)  8  Blicli,  4  Ham- 
mond, 2  Remington,  2 
Smith,  3  Under^\'ood 

(33)  (34) 
(35)  {36) 
(37)  Remington, 

(33) 
(34) 
(35) 

(36)  205 

(37)  4  Remington 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  44  (36)45 
(37)  22  Hammond, 
I  Oliver 

(33)  Am.  Braille* 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  66  (36)21 

(37)  3  Smith  Premier, 
2  Remington 

(33) 
(34) 
(35) 
(36) 

(37)  Remington 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35) 

(36)  25 

(37)  3  Remington 

(33) 
(34) 
(35) 
(36) 
(37) 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 
(35) 

(36)  60    (37)  2  Fox, 
10  Remington 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 
35)  22 

(36)  16 

(37)  Remington 

(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 

(35)  8 

(36)  22 

(37)  Blickenderfer 

(33)  Am.  Braille 

(34)  Braille 

(35)  0 

(36)  7 

(37)  2  Remington 

Physical  Training    {38)  Size  of  gymna- 
sium.   Acreage  (39)  in  all  the  grounds, 
and  (40)  in  the  fields  used  for  sports 

(38)  18  X  19 

(39)  ' ' V  acres 

(40)  Not  laid  out  yet 

(38)  112  X  112 

(39)  1 1  acres 

(40)  3  to  4  acres 

{38)  None 

(39) 

(40) 

{38) 41  X  44 
{39)  10  acres 
(40)  1  acre 

(38)  50  X  52  &  swimming 

(39)  22  acres  [pool 

(40)  \oy2  acres 

(38)  45  X  7  5  &  swimming 

(39)  5/2  acres  [pool 

(40)  2  acres 

(38)  30  X  40 

(39) 

(40) 

(38) 

(39)  20  acres 

(40)  14  acres 

(38)  40  X  50 

(39)  10  acres 
(40) 

(38)  Two  40  X  90 

(39)  10  acres 
(40) 

(38I  40  X  60 

(39)  57  acres 

(40)  4  acres 

(38)  5°  X  56 

(39)  96  acres 

(40)  2  acres 

(38) 

(39)  acres 
(40) 

Graduates    School  diplomas  granted 
since  (41)  {a)  Date    {b)  No.  of  students 
receiving  same    (42)  Since  when  has 
record  of  ex -pupils  been  kept.  —  No.  of 
ex-pupils  known  to  be  successful  in 
f43)  music    (44)  trades    (45)  business 
(46)  miscellaneous 

Too  recently  opened 
for  data 

(41)  (a)  1887  (*)i65 
(42  to  46)  No  data 

(41)  (0)  (b) 

(42) 

(43) 

(44) 

(45) 

(46) 

u^m  (*) 

(42)  No 

(43) 
(44) 
45) 
(46) 

(41)  {a)  1888    {b)  72 
142) 1069 

(43)  35 

(44)  60 

(45)  63 

(46)  97 

f4i)(a)i897  (*)2i 

(42)  1906 

(43)  2 

(44)  15 

(45)  3 

(46)  3 

(41) 
i42J 

(43) 
(44) 

]ii 
(40) 

(40(0)1905  (b)7 

(42)  1900 

{43) 

(44) 

(45)  2 

(40)  I 

(41)  Early  records  lost 
in  war.    Until  '98  data 
of  desultory  character. 
A  large  number  thought 
to  be  successful.  Com- 
petition in  the  South  not 
so  keen 

141)  (a)  (0) 
(42,  43.  44.  45.  and  46) 
Record  has  not  been 
kept 

(41)  (0)1895*  (*)■■ 

{43)  None 

(44)  I 

(45)  ■ 
(40)  None 

(41)  (0)  (*)23 

(42)  1900 

(43)  >o 

(44)  26 

(45)  6 

(46)  

(41  to  46)  No  data 

Compulsory  Education    (47)  Has  your 
state  such  a  law  for  the  blind 
(48)  Is  it  enforced 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Yes 

(48)  No 

(47) 
(48) 

(47)  Ves(?) 
(48) 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  • 

(47)  Yes 

(48)  No 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Ves 

(48)  Partially 

(47)  No 

(48)  

(47)  Yes 

(48)  No 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum    (49)  Are 
pupils'  eyes  examined  by  an  oculist 
(50)  How  many  pupils  and  ex-pupils 
reported  blind  from  above  cause 
{51)  Is  there  a  law  relative  to  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness    (52)  To  what 

(49/  -i-' ot  yet  at  scnooi 

(50)  Insufficient  data 

(51)  No 

(49J  ■'^s 

(50)  No  record 

(51)  No 

149; 

(5°) 

(50 

(49) 
(50) 
(51)  No 

(49) 

(50)  From  1890  to  date 
out  of  677  admissions 
183  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum 

(49)  Yes 

(50)  About  30% 

(51)  No 

(49) 
(50) 
(51)  No 

(49)  No 

(50)  No  data 
(51  No 
(52) 

(49) 
(50) 

(51)  No 
(52) 

(50)  Data  only  for  re- 
cent years 

(51)  No 
(52) 

(49)  ^0  anQ  V  es 

(50)  None 
(50  No 
(52) 

\49) 

(50)  — 

(50  No 

(50)  No  data 
(50  No 
(52) 

•  Pupils  not  taught  to  write 

extent  is  it  enforced 

•  Miscellaneous  vols.,  57  ; 

y/  Number  of  pupils  not  given, 
but  work  being  conducted 

titles,  2 
t  Approximate  estimate 

•  Miscellaneous  vols.,  403  ; 
titles,  180 

N.Y.  Point.   All  over  4th 
grade  taught  to  read  it 

•Certificates  (8th  grade  only) 

EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA 

Reprinted  from  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind  (October,  igo8)  Cambridge,  Mass. 


State 

Name  of  Institution 


Location 


Date  of  (a)  Foundation    (^)  Opening 


West  Virginia 

Schools  for  the  Deaf 
and  the  BUnd 


Romney 


[a)  1870    (b)  1870 


Wisconsin 

School  for  the  Blind 


Janesville 


(a)  1849    {b)  1849 


Nova  Scotia 

Halifax  School  for  the 
Blind 


Halifax 


Ontario 

Institution  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Blind 


Brantford 


(a)  1867    {b)  1 87 1 


{a)  1872  {b) 


Maintained  by  state  or  endowment 
Annual  current  expenditures  (about) 
Valuation  of  plant 


State 

550,000  incl.  the  deaf 
5 1 50,000  incl.  the  deaf 


State 
$35,000 

^!200,OOO 


Management,  No.  of  Trustees 


9  Trustees 


Board  of  Control,  5 


Superintendent  (i)  Name  (2)  Term 
of  service    (3)  No.  since  opening 


(1)  James  T.  Rucker 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  7 


(1)  Harvey  Clark 

(2)  I  year  (3) 


Grants  and  interest  on 
endowments  $27,061. 85 


Province 
$38,216 


12  Managers 


Minister  of  Education 


(1)  Dr.  C.  F.  Fraser 

(2)  Indefinite    (3)  i 


(1)  Herbert  F.  Gardiner 

(2)  Indefinite  (3) 


Pupils  registered  (4)  during  year  {b')  boys 
[g)  girls    (5)  since  opening.    (6)  Per 
cap.  cost  on  basis  of  registration 


(4)  50  {b)  27 
(5) 

(6)  $210 


(4)  K 

(5) 

(6) 


(4)136(^)80  (^-)56 
(5) 

(6)  $200 


(4)  147  (6) 
(5) 

(6)  $297 


Number  of  pupils  in    (7)  Kindergarten 
(8)  Academic    (9)  Music    (10)  Choral 
class    (i i)  Orchestra    (12)  Tuning 


(7)  o       (8)  50 
(9)  40  (10) 
(II)  (12) 


(7)         (8)  95 
(9)  50  (10) 
(11)25  (12)20 


(7)  32  (8)  136 
(9)  loi  (10)  70 
(11)12  (12)15 


(7)  (8)111 
(9)  62  (10) 
(11)  (12)2 


(13)  Slojd    (14)  Chair  caning 

(15)  Broom-    (16)  Mattress-making 


(13)  o 
(15)8 


(14) 
(16)  10 


(17)  Domestic  science  (18)  Sewing 
(19)  Knitting    (20)  Crocheting 


(17) 
(19) 


(18) 
(20) 


(13)18  (14)0 
(15)0  (16)0 

07)^Ti8y7o" 

(19)  16   (20)  16 


(13)  24     (14)  22 

(IS)  (16) 


(13)70  (14) 
(IS)  ('6) 


(21)  Netting  (22)  Basketry 
(23)  Any  other  trade 


(21) 
(23) 


(22) 


(21)  O 

(23) 


(22)  14 


(17)10  (18)30 
(19)28  (20)15 


(17)  16  (18)  19 
(19)  (20) 


(21)  (22)  22 

(23)  Brush  making,  3 


(21) 
(23) 


(22) 


(24)  Business  course.    When  started 


(24) 


(24) 


(24)  Sept.,  1904 


(24) 


Instructors  (25)  seeing    (26)  blind 


(25)  4      (26)  2 


(25)  13    (26)  4 


(25)  17    (26)  7 


(25)  13    (26)  2 


Library  (27)  No.  all  types,  a,vols.  b,  titles 


(28)  New  York  Point, 

(29)  American  Braille, 

(30)  Line  type, 

(31)  N.  Y.  Point  music, 

(32)  Braille  music, 


(27)  a,  700 

(28)  a,  600 

(29)  a,  o 

(30)  a,  100 
(30 

(32)  a, 


(27)  a> 

(28)  a,  2,000 

(29) 
(30)  a, 

(31) 

(32)  a,  300 


(27) 
(28) 

(29) 
(30) 
(31) 
(32) 


(27)  a,  1,888 

(28)  a,  627 

(29)  a,  o 

(30)  a,  980 
(31) 

Moon  a,  281 


b,  765 
b,  280 
b,  o 
b,  385 

b, 

b,  100 


Writing.    Embossed  system  used  for 
(33)  literature    (34)  music.  —  No.  of 
pupils  taught    (35)  pencil  writing 
(36)  typewriting    (37)  Make  and  No. 
of  machines  used 


(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 
(3S) 

(36)  IS 

(37)  3  Remmgton 


(33)  N.  Y.  Point 

(34)  N.  Y.  Point 
(35) 

(36)  34 

(37)  II  Remington 


(33)  Braille  (34)  Braille 

(35)  15 

(36)  12 

(37)  2  Smith  Premier 
I  Hammond 


(33)  (34) 
(35)  50 
(36) 

(37)  4  Smith  Premier 
4  Empire 


Physical  Training    (38)  Size  of  gymna 
slum.    Acreage  (39)  in  all  the  grounds, 
and  (40)  in  the  fields  used  for  sports 


(38)  40  X  60 

(39) 

(40) 


(38)  50  X  90 

(39)  65  acres 

(40)  5  acres 


(38)  Two  32  X  60 

(39)  4  acres 
(40) 


(38)  24  X  45 

(39)  949  acres 

(40)  30  acres 


Graduates    School  diplomas  granted 
since  (41)  (a)  Date    (b)  No.  of  students 
receiving  same    (42)  Since  when  has 
record  of  ex -pupils  been  kept.  —  No.  of 
ex-pupils  known  to  be  successful  in 
(43)  music    (44)  trades    (45)  business 
(46)  miscellaneous 


(41)  (a) 

(42) 

(43) 

(44) 

(45) 

(46) 


(41)  (b)  60 

(42)  No  record 

(43) 
(44) 
(45) 
(46) 


(41)  («)  (b) 

(42)  1877 
(43) 
(44) 
(45) 
(46) 


(4i)(«) 

(42) 

(43) 

(44) 

(45) 

(46) 


(b) 


Compulsory  Education    (47)  Has  your 
state  such  a  law  for  the  blind 
(48)  Is  it  enforced 


(47)  No 

(48)  


(47)  No 

(48)  


(47)  No 

(48)  


(47) 
(48) 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum    (49)  Are 
pupils'  eyes  examined  by  an  oculist 
(50)  How  many  pupils  and  ex-pupils 
reported  blind  from  above  cause 
(SO  Is  there  a  law  relative  to  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness    (52)  To  what 
extent  is  it  enforced 


(49)  Yes 
(SO) 

(51)  No  direct  law 

(52) 


(49) 
(50) 
(SI) 
(52) 


(49)  Yes 
(SO) 

(SI)  Yes 
(52) 


(49) 
(50) 
(SI) 
(52) 


INDUSTRIAL  ESTABLISHMENTS  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Reprinted  from  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind  {July,  igo8),  Cambridge,  Mass. 


State 

California 

Connecticut 

District  of  Columbia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Massachusetts 

Massachusetts 

Maryland 

Michigan 

New  York 

New  York 

New  York 

Ohio 

Ohio 

Penntylvan 

a 

Wisconsin 

City 

Oakland 

Hartford 

Washington 

Chicago 

Indianapolis 

South  Boston 

Cambridge  &  Pittsfield 
(salesroom)  Boston 

Baltimore 

Saginaw,  W.  S. 

Brooklyn 

New  York,  147  E.42d  St. 

Buffalo 

Mt.  Healthy,  near 
Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Philadelphia 

Milwaukee 

Name  of  Institution 

Industrial  Home  for 
Adult  Blind 

Institute  for  the  Blind 

Polytechnic  Institute 
for  the  Blind 

Industrial  Home  for 
the  Blind 

Industrial  Home  for 
Blind  Men 

Workshop  for  the  Blind 
of  Perkins  Institution 

Industrial  Department 
Mass.  Commission  for 
the  Blind 

Workshop  of  the  Mary- 
land School  for  the 
Blind 

Michigan  Employment 
Institution  for  the  Blind 

Industrial  Home  for 
the  Blind 

Workshop  for  Blind 
Men 

Broom  Shop 

Clovemook  Home  for 
the  Blind 

Society  for  Promoting 
Interests  of  the  Blind 
in  Cleveland 

Working  Home  for 
Blind  Men 

Workshop  for  the 
Blind 

I  <tablished 

1885 

1S93 

1900 

1894 

1900 

1848 

1907  (see  footnote) 

1853 

1904 

1893 

March  29,  1906 

August  I,  1907 

May  8,  1 903 

1906 

1874 

Dec.  16,  1903 

(i)  Name  of  Superintendent 

(i)  Joseph  Sanders 

(I)  R.  E.  Colby 

(I)  F.  E.  Cleaveland 

(1)  B.  S.  Riedle 

\l}  iVirS.         Ot  IVlLullilll 

Acting  Superintendent 

(I)  Edward  E.  Allen 

(I)  C.  F.  F.  Campbell 

(1)  John  F.  Bledsoe 

(1)  S.  S.  Judd 

(1)  E.  P.  Morford 

(I)  Frank  C.  Mahin 

(i)  William  Sheehau 
(blind) 

(1)  Misses  Georgia  D. 
and  Florence  B.  Trader 

(i)  Marion  A.  Campbell 

(i)  George  W.  Hunt 

(i)  Oscar  Kiistermann 

(3)  Number  of  Trustees 

(2)  5  Directors 

(2)  15  Trustees 

(2)  Regents  appointed 
by  Trustees 

{2)  5  Trustees 

(2)  9  Managers 

(2)  12  Trustees 

(2)  5  Commissioners 

{2)  17  Directors 

(2)  3  Trustees 

(2)  21  Trustees 

(2)  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  Blind 

(2)  Backed  by  Associa- 
tion 

(2)  5  Trustees 

(2)  16  Mana 

;ers 

(2)  State  Board  of 
Control 

( -])  Valuation  of  plant 

{3)  ^35'00o 

(3)  {Trades  Dept.) 
$30,627.79 

(3)  $6,000 

(3)  $25,000 

(3)  $2,500 

building 

(3)  ^54.587-63 

b'ld'g  belongs  to  school) 

(3)  $100,000 

(3)  $45,000 

(3)  $1,278 

(3)  $15,000 

(3)  $1,000 

{3)  $213,000 

(3)  $1,287.18 

Amount  of  tax    (5)  Mortgage 

(hi  Rent 

(4)  (5)5% 
(6)  None 

(4)  None    (5)  $4,350 
(6)  None 

^4)  None    (5)  $800 
(6)  None 

(4)  (5)  and  (6)  None 

(4)  (5)  and  (6)  None 

(4)0  (5)0  (6)  None  for 
shop  Si,20oforsalesr'm 

(4)    (5)    (6)  $2,535 
(including  salesroom) 

(4)  (5)  and  (6)  None 

(4)  (5)  and  (6)  None 

(4)  (5)  (6)  Water  tax 
only 

(6)  $1,200  per  year 

(6)  $15 

(4)  (5)  and  (6)  None 

(4)    (5)    (6)  Exempt 
from  all 

(4)  None  ( 
(6)  None 

S)  $30,000 

(4)  None    (5)  None 
(6)  $1,025  P^r  y^ar 

(7 )  Floor  space  in  shops 

{7)  16,800  square  feet 

(7)  4'500  square  feet 

(7)  2,500  square  feet 

(7)  11,000  square  feet 

(7)  3)6oo  feet 

(7)  9,500  square  feet 

(7)  8,500  square  feet 

(7)  2,000  square  feet 

(7)  6,400  square  feet 

(7)  4,200  square  feet 

(7)  2,300  square  feet 

(7)  1,500  square  feet 

(7)  1,300  square  feet 

(7)  500  square  feet 

(7)  52,000  square  feet 

{7)  4,600  square  feet 

(S|  Kind  of  goods  made 

(8)  Brooms,  hammocks, 
mattresses,  caning, 
broom  sacks,  fancy 
work 

(8)  Brooms,  caning, 
baskets,  fancy  work, 
mattresses 

(S)  Ink  printing 

(8)  Brooms 

(8)  Brooms 

(8)  Mattresses,  pillows, 
door  mats,  caning 

(8)  Rugs,  art  fabrics, 
Wundermops,  brooms, 
mattresses,  caning, 
fancy  work 

(8)  Brooms,  mattresses, 
chairs  caned 

(8)  Brooms,  caning,  cob- 
bling, piano  tuning, 
feather  duster,  carpets, 
rugs,  baskets 

(a)  Oorn  Brooms, 
caning,  mattresses, 
hammocks 

(8)  Brooms,  chairs 
reseated 

(8)  Brooms 

(8)  Weaving,  baskets, 
and  brooms,  crochet  and 
knitted  work 

(8)  Cotton  and  linen 
draperies,  etc.,  chairs 
recaned 

(8)  Com  brooms,  rag 
carpet,  caning 

(8)  Basket  specialries 
in  willow  and  rattan 

(  1 )  Total  sales  last  year 

(9)  $21,777.29 

(9)  $11,582  41 

(9)  S3.500 

(9)  $5'>349-95 

(9)  $12,304-08 

(9)  $26,504.59 

{9)  $12,150.14^866  note) 

(9)  $15,600 

(9)  $14,759-82 

(9)  $15,674.81 

(9)  $9,637-65  (18  mos.) 

(9)  Year  not  ended 

(9)  $1,650.20 

(9)  $1,168.93 

(9)  $98,396-C 

"9 

(9)  $14,820 

(10)  Amount  received  from  state,  city, 
or  donations 

{10)  State,  550,000 
(2  years) 

(10)  State  allows  $300 
per  year  per  pupil 

(10)  Donations,  $1,500 
(2  years) 

(10)  State,  $40,000 
(2  years) 

(10)  Donations,  $215 
(No  state  aid) 

(10)  None 

(10)  $1  5,000  for  indus- 
tries out  of  $40,000 
(whole)  appropria'n  for 
work  of  commission 

(lo)  None 

(10)  $25,000 

(10)  No  state  or  city 
aid  (see  23) 

(10)  Maintained  by 
Association 

(10)  Maintained  by  the 
Association 

(10)  $2,952.42 

(10)  $2,364.37 

(10)  S49.535 

(2  years) 

(10)  $5,784.28 

(11)  Amount  of  stock  on  hand 

(11)  ^8,ooo 

(11)  $1,429.44 

(11) $100 

(i  I )  $10,000 

(11)  $1,952.58 

(11)  $8,284.89 

(11)  $10,059.51 

(11)  $2,000 

(11)  $2,000,  approx'ly 

(11)  $869.27 

(11)  $696.52 

(11)  $400  (about) 

(")$350 

(11)  $1,500 

(11)  About ; 

25,000 

(II)  $6,680.40 

( 1 2)  Total  wages  to  blind  last  year 

(12)  $5,192.71 

(iz)  $2,500 

(12)  $1,600 

(12)  Women,  $1,366.86 
Men,  $14,542.87 

(12)  $4,408.76 

(12)  $6,872.58 

(12)  $6,821.92 

(12)  $3,000 

(12)  $7,598.61 

(12)  $5,538.08 

(12)  $5,023.51  (first  18 
months) 

(i2)  $592.34  (for  6 
months) 

(12)  $503.08  and  board 
to  11  blind 

(12)  $1,144.29 

{12)  $27,755 

79 

(12)  $8,125.07 

1 !  ,)  Number  blind  {a)  men    [b)  women 
_:c  earners 

(i3)(fl)59  C^)i9 

(■3)('')9  WS 

(i3)(«)5  ^2 

(i3)(fl)8o  {b) 

(i3)(«)i5  (3)1 

(I3)(«)i5  (*)4 

{13)  16  men    9  women 

{I3)(fl)9  {b)o 

(13)  («)  43    (^)  19 

(I3)(«)43  (^)o 

(I3)(«)30  {b)o 

(13)  (fl)  7  men    (*)  0 

(13)  (a)  5  men  and  (b)  16 
women  were  employed 
during  the  year 

(13)  (a)  6  men 
{b)  3  women 

(13)  {a)  127 

(*)o 

(»3)(«)33  {*)o 

Ml}  Number  of  apprentices 

(14)  15  men    3  women 

(14)  15  men    8  women 

(14)  1 

(14)  None 

(14)  None 

(14)1 

(14)  12  men    3  women 

(14)  5 

{14)  33  men    7  women 

(14)  15 

(14)  14 

(M)  3 

(14)  9 

(14)  None 

(14)  33 

1 !  ^)  Average  weekly  wage  (exclusive  of 
Invird)  {a)  to  men    {b)  to  women 

('5)  (0)  $5-86  (^)gi.6o 

(15)  («)  33-50  (*)$2 

(15)  Highest,  $15 
Lowest,  $4 

('5)  («)  $10  to  $40  mo. 
(/')  $6.50  to  $7.50  mo. 

(15)  Not  given 

(i5)(«)$9-2o  (3)  $6.15 

(15)  About  $7  for  men 
and  $5  for  women 

(15)  (a)  S6 

(15)  (a)  $18.70  per 
month    (b)  $1 1.60 
per  month 

(15)  $7-50 

(15)  {^)  $6.11  to  piece 
workers 

(15)  {a)  $7.26 

(15)  $5  to  $7.50 

(15)  {«)  $4-9 

{15)  Total  weekly  aver- 
age of  all  blind  men, 
$7.01  individual,  $3~$I5 

I'll  AUi.wam  c  credited  to  workers  for 
'  J  (per  WL-ck) 

(16)  $2-37 

(16)  Men,  $4 
Women,  $3 

(16)  None 

(16)  $2.25 

(16)  None 

(16)  None 

(16)  None 

(16)  $3 

(16)  $2.50  per  week 

{16)  $2.75 

(16)  Workers  live  in 
their  homes 

{16)  None 

(16)  Workers  live  in 
their  homes 

{16)  $2.25 

(16)  None 

(i  7)  Workers  paid  by  piece  or  time 

(17)  Piece 

(17)  Piece  and  week 

(17)  Piece  and  time 

(17)  Piece 

{17)  Piece  (all  except  5) 

(17)  Piece 

(17)  Piece  and  time 

(17)  Piece 

(17)  Piece  and  week 

(17)  Piece 

(17)  Piece  work,  except 
apprentices,  to  whom 
small  wage  is  allowed 

(17)  Piece  and  week 

(17)  By  piece  in  weav- 
ing 

(17)  Piece 

(17)  Piece  and  time 

(17)  Piece 

-  .. 

1  Number  of  seeing  employees 
111  shop    {b)  in  home 

(i8)(«)3  (*)i5 

{l8)(«)2  (*)6 

(18)  I  man    i  woman 
I  boy 

{18)  {a)  25    {b)  20 

(18)  (fl)  I 

(iS)  {a)  5  shop,  3  sales- 
room   (b)  None 

(18)  (a)  9  shops,  2  sales- 
room 

(18)  (a)  3  besides  clerk 
hire    {b)  None 

(18)  {a)  2    {b)  17 

(i8){a)s  (^)4 

(18)3 

(iS)  (a)  2  men  and  2 
boys 

(18)  {a)  I    {b)  2 

(18)  2  seeing 

(iS)  [a)  13 

(18)  (a)  3 

i  1  0  Boarding  house  maintained 

(19)  Yes 

(19)  Yes 

(19)  No 

(19)  Yes 

(19)  No 

(19)  No 

{19)  No 

(19)  No 

(19)  Yes 

{19)  Yes 

(19)  No 

(19)  No 

(19)  Yes 

(19)  No 

(ly)  Yes 

(19)  No 

1  -  0)  Number  of  boarders 

(20)  116 

(20)  37 

(20)  None 

(20)  80 

(20)  None 

{20)  None 

(20)  None 

(20)  None 

(20)  102 

(20)  24 

(20)  None 

(20)  None 

(20)  II  blind    2  seeing 

{20)  None 

(20)  61 

(20)  None 

Number  living  outside  institution 

(21)  None 

(=1)3 

(21)  All 

(21)23 

(21)  All 

(21)  All 

(21)  All 

{21)  All  but  one  who  is 
deaf  and  blind,  and  is 
made  an  exception 

(21)6 

(21)  19 

(21)  30 

(21)  All 

(21)  All 

(21)  66 

(21)  All 

{z2)  Do  you  favor  institution  boarding 

(22)  Yes 

(22)  Yes,  under  local 
conditions 

(22)  No 

(22)  Open  question 

{22)  No 

(22)  Decidedly  not 

(22)  No 

(22)  No,  we  do  not 

(22)  Yes 

(22)  Depends  on  cir- 
cumstances 

(22)  We  do  not 

(22)  Forsing 
for  married  1 

e  men,  yes ; 
nen,  no 

{22)  No 

( -  ^ )  Remarks 

(23)  Shops  are  kept  up 
from  a  revolving  fund, 
which  is  maintained  by 
the  profit  derived  from 
sales 

(23)  This  institution  is 
not  a  shop;  primarily 
its  chief  function  is  to 
give  instruction 

(23)  Pay  roll  to  blind 
under  normal  conditions 
would  be  about  $20,000 
per  year.    Owing  to 
panic  male  inmates  were 
idle  3j^  months 

(23)  Deficit  made  up 
by  donations 

(23)  Supports  itself ;  un- 
der paternal  supervision 
of  Perkins  Institution; 
its  credit  and  quality  of 
work  are  guaranteed. 

tested,  work  pours  in 
almost  unsolicited 

(23)  Shops,  as  such, 
not  opened  until  sum- 
mer of  1907.    Much  ex- 
pense involved  in  mov- 
ing.   Figures  for  start 

for  comparative  pur- 
poses. Sales  increasing 

(23)  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  no  charge  is 
made  for  rent;  the 
shop  is  furnished 

{23)  Average  cost  of 
maintaining  the  manu- 
facturing business, 
$6,590.87  for  1907 

(23)  Deficit  on  shop, 
$1,830.21 ;  on  the 
home,  $3,291.17,  which 
includes  improvements, 
repairs,  etc. 

(23)  Ratio  of  sales  since 
November,  1907,  indi- 
cates that  current  year's 
business  will  more  than 
equal  first  18  months 

(23)  Above  data  relates 
only  to  the  broom  shop. 
We  solicit  chairs  for 
caning  and  collect  and 
distribute  them  among 
4  blind  men  and  1  blind 
woman  who  live  in  their 
homes 

(23)  Shop  has  been  In 
operation  so  short  a 
time  we  do  not  feel 
that  these  figures  do 
the  work  justice 

(23)  Mortgage  reduced 
by  $5,000 

(23)  Rent,  heat,  light, 
power,  general  expense, 
printing,  stationery,  and 
allowance  to  indigent 
blind  last  year,  $4,5 19.28. 
State  pays  running  ex- 
pense.   The  blind  re- 
ceive profit  above  cost 
of  material 

;.  —  The  figures  for  the  industrial  work  of  the  State  Commission  in  Massachusetts,  the  Associations  in  New  York  City  and  Buffalo,  Cincinnati  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  relate  to  undertakings  so  recently 
started  that  they  must  be  regarded  as  so  exceptional  as  to  be  worthless  for  comparative  purposes.    A  workshop  has  been  started  recently  in  Colorado  and  one  is  soon  to  be  started  in  Maine. 


"  Though  darkness  come, 

None  of  us  here  may  shirk. 
Thou  L^ht  of  Lights, 

Now  give  us  Light  through  Work." 

— Written  by  a  Co-operator  of  the  Association. 


"^^I^HEN  I  think  what  noble  work 
you  have  done  I  feel  glad  and 
confident  of  your  success.  When  people 
are  once  convinced  that  the  blind  are 
capable  of  higher  workmanship  than  they 
have  yet  reached,  they  will  not  be  slow 
to  encourage  them,  to  give  the  staff  of 
usefulness  that  shall  bring  the  sightless 
by  a  way  they  know  not. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


OFFICE  AND  SALESROOM  -  -  -  118  E.  59th  STREET 
FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN  -  -  147  E.  42nd  STREET 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 


CIRCULARS  AND  PAMPHLETS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

Two  leaflets  to  the  public  concerning  -the  Prevention  of  Infantile 
Blindness. 

"What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  BHnd,"  by  Helen  Keller.  (Re- 
printed by  blind  printers  from  the  World's  Work.) 

"  To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children."  Translated  from 
the  German  by  Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 

'•  Typhiophiles,"  by  Winifred  Holt.  Secretary  of  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind.    (Reprinted  from  Charities.) 

"  Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Different  leaflets  telling  of  the  work  of  the  Association. 

M.Xb.vA.M.o  UA  FILE  AT  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIA- 

TION. ii8  East  59th  Strcti 

(in  types  for  the  blind.) 

Zicgler  Magazine,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 
Progress,  in  English  Braille. 

Christian  Record,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 

Moon  Magazine,  in  Moon  Type. 

The  Daily  Mail,  weekly  issue  in  English  Braille 


MAGAZINES  OF  ESPECIAL  INTERES  '      '      liL  t:>Li.\lJ  AND 
THEIR  FRIENDS. 


Tlic  Blind,  published  by  Gardiner's  Trust  for  the  Blind.  London. 
England. 

Valentin  Haiiy,  published  by  the  Valentin  Haiiy  Association,  Paris, 
France. 

Blindcnfrctmd.  Issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaeter, 
Konigsberg.  Germany. 

The  Braille  Review,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  London.  England. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Associa- 
tion for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the  Blind. 

Orders  taken  for  all  writing  appliances,  books,  and  magazines  in 
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(in  ink  print.) 


any  type  for  the  blind 
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LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK 


OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM 
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Phone  Plaza  3370 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM  118  EASTT  59th  STREET 

TELEPHONE.  PLAZA  3370 

FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN    -  -   -   .     147  EAST  42nd  STREET 

TELEPHONE,  MURRAY  HILL  4413 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
289  FOURTH  AVENUE       ROOM  50 

TELEPHONE.  GRAMERCY  4058 

Objects 

To  prevent  unnecessary  blindness,  and 
To  help  the  blind  to  help  themselves 


Yearly  Subscriber            -           -           -  $10.00 

Sustaining  Subscriber              _           .  .  25.00 

Patron    -----  100.00 

Life  Patron  (given  at  one  time)           -  -  500.00 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  Yor}^  Association  for  the  Blind,  incor- 
porated under  Chapter  559  of  the  laws  of  1 895  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to 
he  applied  to  the  benevolent  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Association  and  under  its 
direction,  {insert  description  of  the  money  or  property)  given). 

THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY 
BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS 

Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  work  are  requested  not  to  give 
money  to  persons  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Association. 


"No  philanthropic  society  in  the  city  deserves  public  support  and  interest 
on  the  ground  of  effective  work  more  than  the  Association  of  which  Miss  Holt 
is  Secretary.  The  proportion  of  sightless  persons  in  the  population  is  so  small 
that  the  problem  of  helping  them  does  not  naturally  come  to  public  notice, 
and  yet  there  are  6,000  people  in  the  State  of  New  York  who  cannot  see,  the 
majority  of  whom  need  help  of  some  kind.  -  The  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  has  demonstrated  that  the  kind  of  help  needed  is  self-help." 

— An  Editorial  from  the  Outlook. 


To   the   PeoDls  of   .N'ew  York. 


I   congratulate  you  v.'araly  on   having   such   a  faith- 
ful,   efficient   a  g  s  n  c  y   as   the   ri  e  ;•;  York  Association 
for   the  Blind.      It   is   doing   great   --ork,    necessary  Trork, 
practical  work.      It   is   the  only  organized   nower  in 
your   state   that   is   trying   to   iieio   the   sightless  to 
h  e 1 0   themselves,    and   to   prevent   blindness.      It   o  u  r  s  u  e  s 
D  r  a  c  t  i  c  a  1 ,    e  c  o  n  o  i  i  c  a  1   ;■;  e  t  h  o  d  s   to   alleviate  existing 
hard  conditions  and  also   strikes  at  the  root  of  the 
evil.      There  are   about   six   thousand   blind   sen   and  7vomen 
in  iSew  York  vho   need    the   Association,    and    the  Associa- 
tion needs   you--   it   needs  y  o  i  r   s  y  !t;  o  a  t  h  y  ,  your 
friendshis   and   yo-ir   financial  aid. 


(THIS  LETTER  WAS  TYPEWRITTEN  AND  SIGNED  BY  MISS  KELLER) 
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Officers  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


PRESIDENT 

*Mk.  Richard  Watson  Gilder 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Miss  Helen^  Keller  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis 
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for  the  Blind,  Secretary  New 
York  State  Commissions  for  the 
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Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon 

Secretary  Pennsylvania  Home 
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Mr.  J.  Hampden  Robb 
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Hon.  p.  Tecumseh  Sherman     Miss  Martha  Lincoln  Draper  Miss  Winifred  Holt 
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WHAT  WE  OFFER  THE  PUBLIC  AT  THE  LIGHT-HOUSE  AND 
WHAT  THE  PUBLIC  CAN  DO  TO  HELP  THE  BLIND 


BUY  A  BROOM 
The  Best  Brooms  are  made  by  the  Blind 
at  our  Workshop  for  Blind  Men,  147  East 
42nd  Street.  All  varieties  for  drawing  rooms, 
kitchens,  offices  and  factories,  sold  singly  or 
in  gross.  All  hand-made  of  the  best  selected 
broom  corn.  They  will  outlast  three  of  any 
machine-made  broom  and  always  give  satis- 
faction. 

BUY  OUR 

RUGS,  SCARFS,  CURTAINS,  CUSHIONS, 
WOVEN  BY  HAND:  BEAD  WORK,  BAS- 
KETS, HAND  AND  MACHINE  SEWN 
APRONS  OF  ALL  KINDS,  KNITTED  AND 
CROCHETED  ARTICLES  IN  GREAT 
VARIETY. 

CHAIR  CANING 
Chairs  called  for  and  delivered. 


STENOGRAPHY 

Dictation  taken  on  Shorthand  Machine,  pho- 
nograph or  direct  by  our  blind  secretaries  with 
or  without  carbon  copies  at  regular  rates. 

Letters  written  in  JBraille  and  New  York 
Point.  Orders  taken  for  articles  or  letters 
to  be  transcribed  into  raised  types. 

PIANO  TUNING 
By  skilled  and  experienced  workmen. 

MASSAGE 
Upon  application  we  will  send  one  of  our 
masseurs  trained  in  the  best  systems  and  in 
Swedish  movements  whose  work  is  recom- 
mended by  physicians  and  patients,  letters 
from  whom  we  will  gladly  show  upon  applica- 
tion. 

VISIT  OUR  S.\LESR00M 

Inspect  the  Mission  furniture.  Hand-made 
Hanunocks  with  and  without  matresses. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Blind  Weaver  surrounded  by  her  work 


WORSTED  W  ORK 

Jackets,  Leggins,  Bands,  Shawls,  Costume 
Dolls,  Worsted  Balls,  etc.,  etc. 

Motor  Scarfs,  Shawls,  Hug-Me-Tights, 
Friction  Towels,  etc.,  etc.,  for  grown-ups. 

We  also  take  orders  for  anything  knitted  or 
crocheted  which  you  may  want  and  which  we 
may  not  have  in  stock.  Towels  for  the 
kitchen. 


BEAD  WORK 

Chains,  Opera  Glass  Bags,  Lamp  Shades, 
Candle  Shades,  and  Electric  Liglit  Shades. 


SPECIALTIES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Checker  Boards,  Chess  Boards,  Playing 
Cards,  Picture  Puzzles,  and  other  games ; 
Self  Threading  Needles,  Beads,  Worsteds, 
Silks,  etc.,  in  stock. 


SPECIAL  TOOLS  AND  WRITING  AP- 
PLIANCES FOR  THE  BLIND 

Books,  alphabets,  primers,  and  music  in  the 
raised  types  can  he  ordered  through  us. 

Subscriptions  to  the  magazines  for  the  blind. 
Information  concerning  our  Home  Teaching 
Classes  in  trades,  music,  etc.,  can  be  had  at 
our  office,  ii8  East  59th  Street. 

HOW  TO  CO-OPERATE 
EMPLOY  THE  PEOPLE  WHOM  WE 
TRAIN.  They  can  always  be  taken  on  trial. 
GIVE  US  CLOTHES  THAT  YOU  NO 
LONGER  WANT,  but  which  would  be  of 
great  use  to  many  of  the  blind  men,  women, 
and  children. 

SEND  TO  OUR  TICKET  BUREAU 
TICKETS  FOR  CONCERTS,  THEATRES, 
AND  LECTURES,  which  are  gratefully  used 
by  the  blind  whom  we  personally  know. 

Order  Papers,  Magazines  and  Books,  old  or 
new,  through  blind  book  agents  known  to  us. 


Hf.lp  us  with  your  good  will,  time  or  gifts.    Let  your  enthusiasm  make  others 

HELP  US. 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Toy  furniture  for  sale  at  the  Lighthouse.     Made  by  a  blind  man 


WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF 


REGISTRATION  BUREAU 

On  file  at  the  office  of  the  Association  is 
the  census  taken  for  the  Commission  for  the 
Blind.    It  includes  : — 

Reports  of  9,800  individuals  in  the  State 
who  had  been  classified  as  blind. 

Records  in  full  of  the  2,563  blind  in  Greater 
New  York  (most  of  them  personally  known  to 
us). 

Catalogues  giving  the  institutions  and  litera- 
ture and  occupations  for  the  blind  (as  far  as 
possible)  throughout  the  world. 

A  Collection  of  Press  Clippings  of  educa- 
tional use  in  our  work. 

EDUCATIONAL  CAMPAIGN 

The  Secretary  has  given  talks  in  different 
places  on  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  and 
work  for  the  blind,  illustrated  by  lantern 
slides. 

The  Special  Committee  for  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness  has  distributed  113,000  leaflets  and 
pamphlets.  It  has  also  secured  the  cooperation 
of  medical  bodies,  health  boards,  nursing  as- 
sociations, etc.,  to  minimize  the  loss  of  sight. 
Talks  have  been  given  by  the  officers  of  the 
Association  and  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Special  Committee  and  exhibition  of  photo- 
graphs with  descriptive  data  held  in  various 
towns  (see  report  of  Chairman  of  Special  Com- 
mittee, page  43). 

Institutions  for  the  Blind  visited  and  studied 


by  the  Association  in  1909    61 

Blind  children  receiving  no  education  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Education    50 

Blind  children  receiving  no  education  re- 
ferred to  institutions    15 


HOME  TEACHING 

Visits  are  made  by  Home  Teachers  to  the 
blind  who  are  unable  to  attend  our 
Workshop  or  classes  or  to  work  outside 
of  their  homes,  and  to  whom  these  les- 
sons once  or  twice  a  week  give  the  cheeriest 
as  well  as  the  most  interesting  hours  they 
know. 

Instruction  is  given  in  chair  caning,  basket- 
ry,' typewriting,  knitting,  crocheting,  machine 
and  hand  sewing,  reading  and  writing. 

During  the  year  the  visits  of  home 


teachers  numbered    2,949 

WORKSHOP 

Report  for  year  ending  November,  1909. 

Chairs  caned   ( 1909)    3,321 

Chairs  caned  (1908)    3,i33 

Gain  over  1908    188 


Brooms  manufactured   (1909)    45,126 

Brooms  manufactured  (1908)    30,819 


Gain  over  1908    14,305 

Broom  production  increased  from  an  average 


per  week  of  51  9-25  doz.  to  an  average  of 

75  i-s  doz. 

Nov.  I,  1909 

Blind  men  employed    30 

Instructive  Department    10 

Piece  workers   20 

Total  number  of  men  employed  during 
year    36 

CLASSES  FOR  WOMEN 
Number  of  pupils  in  the  classes    30 


Instruction  is  given  in  silk  and  linen  weav- 
ing, rug  weaving,  power  machine  sewing, 
knitting,  machine  work,  crocheting,  bead  and 
basket  work,  cooking  and  dancing.  Individual 
instruction  is  given  in  typewriting,  stenogra- 
phy, phonograph  dictation,  music  and  reading, 
writing,  etc. 


CLASSES  FOR  MEN 

Typewriting  and  business  classes  for  men 
have  been  held  on   I  hursday  evenings. 

Number  of  pupils  instructed    12 

Individual  instruction  has  also  been  given  in 
typewriting,  phonograph  dictation,  switch 
board  operating  and  stenography. 


TICKET  BUREAU* 

This  Association  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
Ticket  Bureau  organized  in  1905. 

The  number  of  tickets  distributed  since  its 
foundation  for  concerts,  lectures  and  dramatic 
entertainments  to  our  blind  friends,  who  could 
not  otherwise  enjoy  these  privileges....  9,279 


CLUBS 

Number  of  meetings  held  by  Blind  Men's 
Improvement  Club  for  the  year    21 

Men  reached  through  tlie  clubs    205 

Number  of  meetings  held  by  Women's  Club 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  for  the  year    22 

Women  reached  througli  the  clubs    180 

*  Eleven  other  Ticket  Bureaus  have  sprung 
from  this. 


WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF— Co?iftnued. 


SOCIABLES 

In  order  to  help  the  older  blind  women  and 
take  them  out  of  their  homes  and  give  them 
an  afternoon  of  music  and  cheeriness,  a  num- 
ber of  Tea  Parties  have  been  given  which  have 
become  a  regular  feature  each  month.  Those 
given  last  year  numbered  among  them  a  Kaffee 
Klatsch,  a  Peach  Festival,  a  Hudson-Fulton 
Tea  Party,  a  Hallowe'en  Party  and  a  New 
Year's  Party.  Just  what  these  mean  to  some  of 
our  blind  friends  is  best  described  in  the 
words  of  a  poor  old  widow  dependent  upon  the 
efforts  of  her  consumptive  son  who  can  work 
but  irregularly,  when  she  said,  "the  only  pleas- 
ure I  have  in  life  is  to  come  to  the  Light-house 
and  spend  one  of  these  happy  afternoons." 

OUTINGS 

Including  trips  to  Coney  Island  and  other 
trips  by  car,  boat  and  motor. 


SOCIAL  SERVICE 

Some  blind  people  come  to  us  who  are  not 
suitable  for  the  Workshop  for  Blind 
Men,  Home  Teaching  or  class  instruc- 
tion. Such  cases  are  considered  by  our 
regular  staff  who  give  advice  and  in- 
formation to  callers  at  the  Light-house 
and  through  correspondence  concerning 
education,  trades,  occupations,  institu- 
tions, homes,  etc.   These  cases  have  num- 


bered this  year  (personally  seen)    397 

Especially  written  to    402 

Individual  cases  considered  by  the  Social 
Service  Committee  at  its  18  meetings 
held  bi-monthly,  except  during  June, 
July  and  August,  w^hen  the  Secretary  of 

Committee  acts  on  its  behalf   94 

Articles  of  clothing  sold  at  low  prices  or 
given  to  blind  people  or  needy  members 
of  their  families,  often  in  order  that  they 
may  present  a  neat  appearance  in  making 

application  for  work    789 

Referred  for  special  treatment  to  our  ocu- 
list  58 

Referred  for  special  treatment  by  Associa- 
tion physician    6g 

Referred  for  treatment  by  dentist    8 

Visits  to  blind  or  invalid  members  of  their 
family  in  their  homes  by  S.  S.  physicians  25 

Vacations  places  secured    12 

Placed  in  hospitals    4 

Placed  in  permanent  homes   10 

Piano  secured  for  practice   I 

Sewing  machines  loaned  to  blind  women  in 

their  liomes    2 

Typewriters  given  or  loaned  to  blind  people 

in  their  homes   4 

Men  given  stock  or  financial  aid  to  equip 

them  for  different  occupations    10 

Sites  secured  for  stands,  newspapers,  etc..  6 
Permits  or  licenses  obtained  for  stands..  6 
Positions  found    o 


Glass  eyes  obtained    2 

Patrons  secured  for  tuners    12 

Christmas  diimers  sent   38 

Baskets  of  food  sent  in  cases  of  great  need  8 
Invalid  blind  to  whom  delicacies  were  sent  12 
Bunches  of   flowers  distributed  in  tene- 
ments, institutions  and  classes    600 

Visits  made  by  members  of  Committee  to 
factories,  business  houses,  etc.,  on  behalf 

of  blind  workers    12 

Blind  people  for  whom  railroad  fares  were 
paid  to  transport  them  to  and  from  their 
homes  or  to  country    5 


ANNUAL  SALE 

Tlie  Annual  Sale  was  held  on  December  i6th 
and  17th,  1908,  at  which  the  receipts  were  over 
$600.  The  articles  sold  were  chiefly  contributed 
by  the  pupils  of  our  classes  and  Home  Teach- 
ers and  outside  blind  consigners. 

GRAND  BAL  DE  TfiTE 

Held  at  The  Plaza,  January  21st,  in  order  to 
raise  funds  for  the  Association. 

Two  Benefit  Performances  on  May  16  were 
held  at  The  Hippodrome,  where  blind  athletes 
performed  on  the  stage  and  exhibited  life- 
saving  feats  in  the  tank.  An  Industrial  Exhi- 
bition was  held  of  blind  artisans  and  students 
at  their  work. 


W  ORK  WHICH  HAS  SPRUNG  FROM 
OURS 

These  figures  do  not  in  any  degree  repre- 
sent the  extent  of  our  influence,  or  what  we 
are  doing  for  the  blind.  "Every  blind  man  in 
the  country  is  taking  heart  again  from  the 
courage  you  are  puting  into  us  by  the  New 
York  work,"  writes  a  friend.  We  are  glad  that 
our  influence  is  not  confined  to  this  country. 
Letters  for  advice  come  to  us  from  Asia  and 
Africa — and  in  Japan,  at  Tokio,  we  are  told, 
the  government  has  recently  given  money  for 
a  Tokio  Association  for  the  Blind  to  be  like  our 
New  York  Association. 

The  Buffalo  Association  Light  House  No.  2  is 
doing  well — and  in  Rochester,  Albany  and  other 
places  the  seed  has  taken  root.  Eleven  ticket 
bureaux  still  do  honor  to  our  parent  ticket 
bureau,  and  the  new  Blind  Women's  Club, 
though  now  an  independent  organization,  con- 
sists largely  of  our  old  friends. 

In  Prague  the  preventive  work  is  being  vig- 
orously pushed  owing  to  our  example,  and  the 
Maryland  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness is  still  using  our  New  York  preventive 
literature  for  its  own  propaganda.  A  blind 
woman  writes  that  the  genuine  interest  taken  in 
the  problem  of  the  blind  in  Illinois  is  due  to  a 
very  great  extent  to  "your  lectures  there."  This 
reference  is  to  our  Secretary's  campaign  in 
behalf  of  the  blind  there. 


RICHARD  WATSON  GILDER 

THE  LATE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

(From  a  photograph  by  Gessford) 


"PITY  THE  BLIND  " 

Written  for  the  Association's  first  public  meeting 
by  Richard  lVatso?i  Gilder 

"  Pity  the  Blind!"  Yes,  pity  those 

Whom  day  and  night  enclose 

In  equal  dark;  to  whom  the  sun's  keen  flame 

And  pitchy  night-time  are  the  same. 

But  pit}'  most  the  blind 
Who  cannot  see 
That  to  be  kind 
Is  life's  felicity. 


OFFICERS  DECEASED 
DR.  RICHARD  H.  DERBY  MR.  RICHARD  WATSON  GILDER 

MR.  J.  HARSEN  RHOADES         HON.  CARL  SCHURZ 


MR.  GILDER  ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION* 


The  son  of  a  Lincolnshire  farmer  one  day  saw  an  apple  fall  from 
a  tree.  One  day  two  American  girls  saw  some  blind  boys  enjoying  a 
concert  in  Italy.  Others  besides  Newton  had  seen  apples  fall  without 
cogitating  upon  the  law  of  gravitation.  Others  besides  the  Misses 
Holt  had  seen  blind  persons  enjoy  music — and  make  it — but  apparently 
no  others  had  given  deep  attention  to  the  scene,  or  had  acted  upon  its 
suggestions,  From  perceiving  the  happiness  of  the  sightless  in  the 
hearing  of  music,  these  girls  of  a  musical  family,  when  they  returned 
to  New  York,  formed  a  committee  including  blind  persons  for  the  dis- 
tribution to  the  blind  of  unsold  tickets  to  concerts. 

That  was  one  of  the  happiest  thoughts  of  our  day  and  generation; 
but  from  these  happy  thoughts  proceeded  another.  These  young  New 
Yorkers,  by  the  pathway  of  music,  thus  accidentally  came  into  contact 
with  the  needs  of  the  blind  and  soon  they  were  asking  themselves  and 
others  the  question,  "Why  should  not  the  blind  be  employed  ?  As 
Helen  Keller  has  narrated,  they  were  told  that  in  a  world  of  machinery, 
specified  industry,  and  keen  competition  the  blind  man  could  not  ex- 
pect to  find  profitable  occupation.  Some  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  it 
would  be  cruel  to  add  to  the  burden  of  infirmity  the  burden  of  labor. 
As  if  some  of  the  blind  were  not  already  working.  xA.s  if  to  be  without 
work  were  not  the  heaviest  burden  mortal  could  be  called  upon  to  en- 
dure. As  if  there  were  no  such  thing  as  "Light  through  work."  It 
was  in  November,  1905,  that  the  Misses  Holt  organized  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind-  With  this  was  amalgamated  the 
committee  of  tickets  for  the  blind,  and  since  then  the  work  has  gone 
on  apace." 

From  Charities  and  the  Conunons. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
MRS.  EDWARD  RINGWOOD  HEWITT 


Before  beginning  the  report  of  the 
work  of  the  past  year  it  is  my  sorrowful 
duty  to  record  the  great  loss  our  Asso- 
ciation has  sustained  in  the  death  of  its 
President,  Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gilder. 
His  interest  was  so  sympathetic,  so  com- 
prehending, his  sincere  and  devoted  per- 
sonal quality  so  infused  his  connection 
with  the  work  that  we  lose  in  him  not 
only  a  President  helpful  and  wise,  but  a 


friend  to  every  blind  person,  a  source  of 
strength  and  wise  counsel  to  all  who  are 
trying  to  make  things  better.  We  con- 
secrate to  his  memory  the  true  spirit  of 
work. 

THE  ORCANIZATION 

Our  three-year-old  organization  has 
continued  during  the  past  year  to  grow  in 
strength  and  efficiency.    In  the  marriage 


*Mr.  Gilder's  death  occurred  after  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  but  before  it  went  to  press. 
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of  Miss  Edith  Holt  the  Association  lost 
one  of  its  most  devoted  workers  and  a 
personality  which  meant  even  more  than 
the  devotion  and  self-forgetfulness  which 
characterized  her  constant  and  self-for- 
getting activity.  As  Mrs.  Bloodgood  she 
has  transferred  to  Baltimore  her  interest 
in  the  blind  and  a  Committee  on  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  organized  by  her  un- 
der the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Bonaparte  is 
doing  active  and  efficient  work. 

Mrs.  Bloodgood  and  Miss  Helen  Keller 
have  accepted  honorary  membership  in 
the  Association  which  was  voted  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  recognition  of  their 
services. 

CIIA.XCliS  AXD  CKOWTH 

Certain  changes  of  organization  have 
taken  place,  notably  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Herbert  S.  Barnes,  whose  interest  in 
connection  with  the  Association  has  been 
of  the  utmost  help  from  the  beginning  of 
our  work,  has  left  New  York,  and  con- 
sequently resigned  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Association.  W'e  are  most  fortunate  in 
securing  Mr.  Willard  V.  King  as  Mr. 
Barnes'  successor. 

Mr.  James  Hamilton  has  also  left  New 
York,  and  therefore  resigned  from  our 
Executive  Committee  where  his  interest 
and  help  were  always  to  be  relied  upon. 
Mr.  Ellwood  Hendrick  has  been  elected 
to  fill  his  place.  The  Rev.  Ray- 
mond Collier  Knox,  Chaplain  of 
Columbia  University,  the  Chairman  of 
our  Social  Service  Committee,  and  Mr. 
Warren  A.  Mayou,  Chairman  of  the 
Workshop  Committee,  have  also  become 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
^  Mr.  Mayou  succeeds  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Bishop,  whose  activity  and  interest,  not 
only  in  the  Workshop  Committee,  but  al- 
so in  the  Clubs  for  the  blind,  has  done 
so  much  good  work  for  the  Association. 

The  Auxiliary  has  lost  its  Chairman, 
Miss  Julia  P.  Dodge,  but  the  Association 
still  retains  her  interest  and  help. 

The  Association  owes  its  steady  prog- 
ress and  its  surprising  growth  and  effi- 
ciency to  the  many  who  give  of  their  abili- 
ties to  the  various  aspects  of  the  work, 
but  to  Miss  Plolt,  its  Secretary,  it  owed 


its  initial  energy  and  to  her  for  the  most 
part  it  owes  its  continued  vitality.  Tire- 
less and  undismayed,  she  faces  and  over- 
comes difficulties,  and  believing  that  all 
things  are  possible  when  the  vision  is 
right,  presses  on  to  develop  the  Associa- 
tion to  its  utmost  capacity. 

NEW  ACTIVITY 

The  new  experiments  undertaken  by 
the  Association  this  year  are  physical  cul- 
ture for  the  women,  of  which  we  have 
long  felt  the  need,  and  a  cooking  class  for 
the  benefit  of  the  blind  women  who  live 
in  their  own  homes.  Both  of  these  inno- 
vations are  signally  successful.  The  in- 
dustries already  in  active  operation  were 
shown  at  the  annual  Sale  and  Exhibition 
held  at  ii8  East  59th  Street  on  December 
i6th  and  17th;  stenography,  typewriting, 
typewriting  from  the  phonograph,  electric 
machine  sewing,  knitting  machine  work- 
ing, broom  making,  chair  caning,  weav- 
ing, reading,  writing,  etc.  A  Sale  was 
also  held  of  the  articles  made  by  the 
blind.  Flowers  and  Christmas  decora- 
tions were  sold.  The  Tea  Room  on  the 
top  floor  in  charge  of  the  Auxiliary  of 
the  Association,  under  the  Chairmanship 
of  Miss  Dodge,  gave  refreshments  while 
blind  musicians  furnished  the  music.  The 
Sale  was  not  only  financially  a  success, 
but  by  spreading  interest  in  the  work, 
brought  us  many  friends. 

THE  BAL  DE  TETE 

On  January  twenty-first  the  annual 
Ball  was  held  at  the  f'laza.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Secretary  this  was  a  Bal 
de  Tete,  and  the  eft'ect  of  the  dancers' 
heads  decorated  to  represent  historical 
personages,  flowers,  fruit  or  phantasies, 
made  a  picturesque  and  entertaining  spec- 
tacle. Miss  Dodge  with  her  various  help- 
ers on  the  Auxiliary  did  much 
towards  the  success  of  the  Ball  both  fi- 
nancially and  socially.  Mr.  Henry  Mor- 
gan Post,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Ball,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Stewart  Butler,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Floor  Committee,  and  his  aids 
deserve  our  especial  thanks. 
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HIPPODROME  BENEFIT 

In  the  spring,  our  necessities  again 
overtaking  us,  we  undertook,  through  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Lee  Shubert,  to  give  two 
performances  at  the  Hippodrome.  The; 
especial  features  of  this  entertainment 
were,  from  the  point  of  beauty,  the  But- 
terfly Ballet  organized  by  Mrs.  Jacob 
Wendell,  Jr.,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
amusement,  the  Amateur  Circus  directed 
by  Mr.  Howard  Borden,  but  from  the  ed- 
ucational point  of  view  the  feats  of  dex- 
terity and  courage  of  the  blind  athletes 
from  Overbrook  convinced  the  most 
doubting  that  the  blind  can,  given  an  op- 
portunity, become  self-directing.  The 
brilliant  features  of  the  spectacular  HiD- 
podrome  performance  completed  the  en- 
tertainment. At  the  conclusion  of  the 
matinee,  Mr.  Gilder,  the  President  of  the 
Association,  introduced  Miss  Holt,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  who  gave  a 
five  minutes'  talk  with  stereoptican  illus- 
trations telling  of  the  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation and  its  needs.  In  conclusion,  she 
read  a  letter  from  Helen  Keller,  begging 
the  public  to  assist  the  Society  which  was 
doing  great  good. 

At  the  evcijing  performance,  Mr. 
Henry  Taft  introduced  Miss  Holt,  and 
Mr.  Jacob  Wendell  auctioned  Miss  Kel- 
ler's letter,  which  was  finally  sold  at  >$300 
to  Mr.  Austin  Fox.  To  conclude  the 
evening  the  blind  athletes  from  Over- 
brook  performed  life-saving  feats  in  the 
tank  and  were  awarded  medals  by  Mr. 
Taft.  The  exhibition  of  industries  by  the 
blind  shown  in  the  South  Jungle  of  the 
Hippodrome  demonstrated  to  the  doubt- 
ful the  principal  arts  and  crafts  for  the 
blind.  The  Tea  Room  was  charmingly 
arranged  and  administered  by  the  Auxili- 
ary. The  iVssociation  was  sincerely  ap- 
preciative to  one  and  all,  from  I\Ir.  Shu- 
bert, whose  kindness  made  our  great  suc- 
cess possible,  to  the  least  mechanic  at  the 
Hippodrome  and  to  all  the  participant.; 
in  the  amateur  entertainment,  especially 
to  Mrs.  Jacob  Wendell.  Jr.,  Miss  Angelica 
S.  Church,  Miss  de  Kay,  Miss  Dodge, 
Miss  Fairfax,  Mrs.  Cass  Gilbert,  Mr. 
Blashfield.  Mr.  Remsen,  Mr.  John  H. 
Auerbach,  Mr.  Austin  H.  Fox,  Mr.  W'ar- 


ren  A.  Mayou,  Mr.  Henry  Morgan  Post, 
and  Air.  Douglas  Henry. 

WORKING  C.\P1TAL 

The  working  capital  subscribed  for  the 
Association  had  been  constantly  growing 
toward  the  $100,000  required  by  the  Hon. 
Smith  Ely's  conditional  oflfer.  It  still, 
however,  lacked  some  $20,000  of  comple- 
tion and  the  Secretary  gave  herself  active- 
ly to  finishing  this  subscription  which 
would  ensure  the  permanence  of  the  fun- 
damental elements  of  our  work.  In  the 
last  week  in  June,  she  realized  her  hope 
and  completed  the  subscription. 

VARIED  PROGRESS 

During  the  summer  the  Secretary  was 
asked  by  the  Executive  Committee  to 
study  institutions  for  the  blind  in  Europe, 
and  this  autumn  she  handed  in  a  detailed 
report  of  23  distinct  activities  for  the 
blind  in  Germany,  Austria  and  France. 
This  is  of  the  greatest  help  in  planning 
our  work  and  in  deciding  upon  new  ex- 
periments. During  the  Secretary's  ab- 
sence Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers  directed  the 
work  of  the  Association  actively  and  most 
capably.  The  Special  Committee  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness  has  done  increas- 
ingly active  and  far-reaching  work.  Miss 
Schuyler,  who  became  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  has  associated  with  her  the 
State  and  City  heads  of  the  Board  of 
Health  and  both  doctors  and  laymen  deep- 
ly interested  in  this  humane  and  intelli- 
gent efl^ort.  The  success  of  the  Commit- 
tee has  been  far-reaching  and  its  plan 
and  scope  is  broadening  as  fast  a'^  it 
legitimately  can.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  are  already  a  number  of  babies  in 
New  York  who  would  have  been  blind 
but  for  the  cam])aign  of  this  Committee 
and  the  active  participation  of  the  Board 
of  Health  insured  by  Dr.  Darlington's 
great  interest. 

BLIXD  ADMITTED  TO  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

A  new  and  important  departure  in  the 
education  of  the  blind  of  New  York  has 
been  their  admission  by  the  Board  of 
Education  to  the  public  schools.  This  plan 
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has  been  in  operation  in  Chicago  and  else- 
where for  some  years,  and  its  success 
there  leads  us  to  hope  great  things  from 
the  experiment  here. 

HELP  THE  BLIND  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES 

The  Association  is  much  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  its  steady  progress  in  work 
for  the  blind,  in  effectively  helping  to 
prevent  blindness,  in  enabling  the  blind  to 
help  themselves  and  by  giving  pleasure 
to  the  aged  and  infirm  blind  and  whatever 
diversion  is  possible  through  the  Clubs, 
classes  and  other  associates  in  our  work. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  over  three- 
quarters  of  the  blind  lose  their  sight  after 
school  age,  when  the  state  makes  no  pro- 


PYRAMID  BUILDING 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  BHnd 

ATHLETES  WHO  PERFORMED  AT  THE  HIPPODROME  BENEFIT 


vision  for  them  and  when  private  phil- 
anthropy can  only  offer  a  few  of  them  ac- 
commodation in  homes  suitable  for  the 
blind  and  infirm.  A  person  unnecessarily 
blind  is  an  indictment  of  the  intelligence 
and  humanity  of  our  civilization  and  a 
burden  on  the  state.  A  blind  person  unem- 
ployed because  of  lack  of  instruction  is  al- 
so a  reflection  on  our  civilization  and  an 
economic  burden.  From  every  sane  point 
of  view  we  ask  your  help  according  to 
your  capacity,  to  make  straight  the  path. 

Subscriptions  sent  to  the  treasurer,  Mr. 
W'illiard  F.  King,  ii8  East  59th  Street, 
will  be  promptly  and  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged. 

Mary  A.  Hewitt, 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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BLIND  INVENTOR  OF  AN  AIR  SHIP 
Herr.  Franz  Patzell  of  Prague,  who  believes  that  he  has  solved  the  problem  of  aerial  navigation 

LIGHTHOUSE   NUMBER  ONE. 
From  an  editorial  in  the  Nezv  York  Sun,  March  loth,  1909. 

The  building  at  118  East  Fifty-ninth  street  is  often  known  as  "Lighthouse 
No.  I."  It  is  the  home  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Bhnd,  which  keeps 
a  beacon  burning  for  many  who  otherwise  woukl  make  their  voyage  in  darkness 
and  end  it  in  shipwreck.  The  association  has  three  objects — to  prevent  unneces- 
sary bHndness,  which  is  a  large  proportion  of  all  blindness ;  to  make  life  easier  and 
less  dreary  for  the  invalid  blind,  and  to  provide  profitable  employment  for  the 
blind  who  are  able  to  work.  "Light  through  wcrk"  is  its  motto,  and  is  a  fair 
description  of  its  purpose  and  its  result. 

This  association  began  business  about  three  years  ago  with  a  borrowed 
capital  of  $400,  and  although  it  has  expanded  greatly  and  accomplished  much  it 
has  led  a  hand  to  mouth  existence,  scarcely  knowing  from  one  week  to  another 
where  to  obtain  money  for  its  current  expenses.  In  spite  of  its  poverty  it  has 
established  a  shop  for  blind  workmen  where  some  of  the  best  chair  caning  and 
broom  making  in  the  city  are  done ;  it  maintains  another  shop  where  women  weave 
and  sew  and  ply  other  useful  trades,  and  it  conducts  a  school  in  which  a  more 
intelligent  class  of  blind  persons  learn  to  be  typewriters,  stenographers  and 
telephone  switchboard  operators.  It  keeps  a  census  of  all  the  blind,  visits  them  and 
finds  out  their  needs.  It  sends  blind  teachers  to  their  homes  to  instruct  them  in 
reading  and  writing  the  blind  alphabet.  Every  Sunday  if  you  knew  where  to 
look  you  could  see  men  and  women  thus  taught  running  their  sighted  fingers  over 
the  story  of  Jesus  and  the  blind  man  whom  he  healed,  and  very  likely  some  among 
them,  remembering  their  own  days  of  helpless  darkness,  are  ready  to  believe  that 
the  light  has  been  restored  to  them  also  by  a  miracle. 

Doesn't  it  seem  a  shame  that  an  organization  like  this  should  have  to  beg 
its  way  along  from  day  to  day? 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 


MISS  WINIFRED  HOLT 


RICHARD  WATSON  GILDER 

It  is  not  possible  at  this  time  to  review 
our  work  without  mentioning  the  great 
loss  which  we  have  sustained  through  the 
death  of  Air.  Gilder,  our  late  president. 
His  personal  interest  before  and  after  he 
took  office  was  of  that  sympathetic  and 
understanding  character  which  endeared 
him  to  the  workers  and  to  the  blind  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  When  he 
called  at  the  Light  House,  he  rarely  for- 
got to  bring  something  in  his  pocket  for 
the  blind  to  look  at.  Twice  he  brought 
little  medals  with  beautiful  designs  in 
high  relief,  which  delighted  the  sightless 
co-operators. 

The  following  incident  may  give  a 
little  idea  of  how  Mr.  Gilder  understood, 
and  was  able  to  put  himself  in  the  place 
of  our  wards :  One  bitterly  cold  evening 
when  he  had  promised  to  speak  for  the 
Men's  Club,  he  appeared  with  a  magic 
bag  from  which  he  took  later  objects 
to  illustrate  his  talk.  It  was  the  centen- 
nial of  Lincoln's  birth,  and  after  Mr. 
Gilder  had  read  some  beautiful  poetry 
about  him,  he  brought  forth  from  the 
bag  his  life  mask,  which  was  passed  from 
blind  man  to  blind  man,  who  looked  at  it 
reverently  with  his  fingers.  Later  the 
great  bronze  hand  which  was  cast  from 
the  "Emancipator's"  was  clasped  by  every 
blind  man  in  the  room.  Before  he  left 
us  that  evening,  a  blind  Samson  who  had 
recently  lost  his  sight,  asked  Mr.  Gilder 
if  he  could  repeat  one  of  his  verses  writ- 
ten about  a  New  England  \^alley,  "Be- 
cause," said  the  blind  man,  "I  love  that 
verse — it  describes  the  beautiful  country 
that  I  remember  seeing  just  before  I  lost 
my  sight."  Not  a  person  in  the  room 
but  felt  the  privilege  of  having  been  there 
and  having  shared  the  uplift  given  the 
Club  by  Mr.  Gilder.  It  was  suggested 
that  a  branch  of  the  Club  should  there 
and  then  be  organized  for  the  study  of 
poetry.  Not  only  had  Mr.  Gilder  aroused 
such  great  enthusiasm  for  the  art  which 


he  loved,  but  he  had  subtly  made  each 
blind  man  feel  that  perhaps  his  blindness 
gave  him  additional  opportunity  to  un- 
derstand the  full  meaning  of  poetry,  and 
to  keep  it  more  completely  and  more  lov- 
ingly in  his  heart  because  of  the  handi- 
cap which  prevented  the  distractions  and 
interruptions  caused  by  sight. 

REPORTS  OF   THE  ASSOCIATION 

Those  interested  in  the  complete  his- 
tory and  work  of  the  Association  during 
its  three  years'  activity  are  referred  to 
its  two  previous  reports  which  will  be 
gladly  furnished  if  asked  for.  It  is  only 
possible  to  emphasize  new  phases  of  the 
work  each  year  and  to  mention  events  of 
particular  interest  in  the  blind  world.  It 
is  often  said  that  there  are  many  organi- 
zations to  help  the  blind  and  that  new 
ones  duplicate  what  the  old  ones  have 
been  doing,  so  we  repeat  these  facts. 

ONE-HALF   OF   BLINDNESS  UNNECESSARY. 
THREE-QUARTERS  OF  IT  OCCURS 
AFTER  SCHOOL  A^.F 

One-half  of  blindness  is  unnecessary. 
Three-quarters  of  it  occurs  after  the 
school  age.  Before  the  formation  of  our 
society  there  was  in  this  state  no  lay  As- 
sociation working  to  prevent  blindness 
nor  hny  provision  made  for  the  three- 
quarters  of  the  blind  who  lose  their  sight 
when  grown  men  and  women  with  formed 
habits,  tastes  and  ambitions.  For  these, 
only  a  few  homes  suitable  for  the  aged 
and  infirm  existed  and  one  broom  shop 
for  blind  men  conducted  by  private  chari- 

ty- 

THE  NEGLECTED  BLIND 

These  neglected  blind  people,  usually 
poor  and  helpless,  were  in  dire  need  of  a 
guide  to  teach  them  how  to  be  blind  so 
that  the}-  could  again  become  happy  and 
useful  members  of  the  community.  Their 
only  possible  refuge  was,  perhaps  by  rare 


8        Third  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


good  fortune  in  a  home  for  the  bHnd, 
but  these  were  usually  overcrowded,  or  in 
the  poorhouse  or  insane  asylums — whith- 
er many  went  because  of  lack  of  work 
and  the  consequent  interest  in  life. 

OUR  OBJECTS 

Therefore  the  great  need  for  this  Asso- 
ciation and  its  branches  which  aim 

I.  To  prevent  all  forms  of  unnecessary 
blindness. 


NEEDLESSLY  BLIND 
A  Victim  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2.  To  aid  blind  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren to  overcome  their  handicap  to  the 
greatest  possible  extent  and  make  their 
lives  as  useful  and  happy  as  possible. 

3.  To  educate  the  public  how  to  pre- 
vent blindness  and  how  to  profit  by  the 
abilities  of  the  blind. 

We  regard  it  as  a  privilege  to  cooperate 
with  all  activities  and  individuals  who 
will  help. 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

The  most  radical  and  obvious  part  of 
the  Association's  work,  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness,  through  the  Committee  for 
that  purpose,  has  progressed  much  dur- 
ing this  3'ear.  With  its  campaign  of  pub- 
licity, the  public  of  New  York,  and  to  a 
great  extent,  the  people  of  other  states, 
have  begun  to  realize  the  frequency  of  the 
unnecessary  loss  of  sight,  from  ophthal- 
mia of  the  new-born,  from  lack  of  care 
during  childish  illnesses,  from  unnecesary 
accidents  in  industrial  occupation  and 
oti:er  pursuits,  from  working  by  bad  light, 
from  over-strain  and  neglect.  Interest  has 
been  shown  by  churches,  schools,  clubs, 
nurses'  associations,  etc.,  to  learn  what 
they  can  do  to  help  the  Special  Commit- 
tees for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
which  have  furnished  them  with  speakers 
on  this  subject  and  with  instructive  liter- 
ature and  exhibits.  Dr.  Darlington,  the 
president  of  the  city  Board  of  Health, 
and  Dr.  Porter,  president  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  the  indefatigable 
Dr.  Park  Lewis,  have  been  unremitting 
in  their  et¥orts  to  help  the  committee 
inspired  by  its  chairman.  Miss  Schuyler, 
who  neither  slumbered  nor  slept  until  her 
work  to  stop  the  terrible  waste  of  eyes 
began  to  show  results. 

LEAFLETS  ON  PREVENTION 

The  popular  and  instructive  leaflets 
of  four  kinds  prepared  by  the  Committee 
have  been  so  much  in  demand  that  over 
113,000  of  them  have  already  been  dis- 
tributed. Leaflet  No.  2,  written  by  Miss 
Schulyer,  is  so  much  liked  and  the  cal 
for  it  so  great,  that  we  are  now  forced  ti 
charge  cost  price  for  it. 


PREVENTIVE  LEGISL.VTION 

The  Legislature  has  also  supported  the 
efforts  of  the  Committee.  Among  the 
Committee's  recommendations,  whicl 
were  those  also  of  the  New  York  Stat( 
Medical  Association  and  the  State  De 
partment  of  Health,  were  the  following: 

I  quote  from  the  report  of  the  Chair 
man  of  the  .Special  Committee : 
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1.  Free  Distribution  of  Prophylactic. 

The  preparation,  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  for  free  distribution, 
through  local  Health  Officers,  to  physi- 
cians applying  for  them,  and  to  midwives, 
of  small,  hermetically  sealed,  coloured 
glass  tubes,  or  ampoules,  each  containing 
the  exact  quantity  of  the  chosen  prophy- 
lactic (a  one  per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver),  to  be  used  for  the  eyes  of  one 
infant  at  birth. 

To  enable  the  State  Commissioner  to 
provide  this  prophylactic,  and  for  other 
measures  in  behalf  of  the  prevention  of 
blindness,  an  appropriation  by  the  State 
of  $5,000  was  found  to  be  necessary.  This 
was  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  1909, 
as  an  item  in  the  Supply  bill,  upon  appli- 
cation of  the  State  Commissioner,  strong- 
ly supported  by  the  Committee.  The  law 
is  now  in  operation,  the  distribution  of 
the  prophylactic,  through  local  Health 
Officers,  with  printed  directions  for  use, 
having  commenced  last  August. 

2.  Earlier  notificatioii  of  Births. 

Also  an  amendment  of  the  General 
Health  Law  relating  to  the  earlier  noti- 
fication of  births  and  looking  towards 
the  prompt  use  of  a  prophylactic  at  birth, 
was  secured. 

COOPERATION 

It  is  only  possible  to  touch  here  on  the 
salient  features  of  the  results  obtained 
by  the  Special  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness,  but  those  who  wish 
for  further  details  are  referred  to  the 
interesting  detailed  report  of  its  Chair- 
man on  page  43. 

The  Committee  is  eager  to  cooperate 
with  individuals  and  organizations  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  prevention  and  asks 
for  correspondence  to  this  end  with  its 
Executive  Secretary,  Miss  Carolyn  van 
Blarcom,  at  its  office,  289  Fourth  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 

The  activities  of  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  have 
been  made  possible  through  the  generosity 
of  the  Russell  Sage  Foundation,  which 
granted  it  the  sum  of  Five  Thousand  Dol- 


ars,  to  be  restricted  to  preventive  work 
only.  The  Association  is  deeply  gratified 
that  what  has  been  accomplished  in  this 
field  already,  has  been  sufficiently  en- 
couraging for  the  Trustees  for  them  to 
renew  their  grant  for  the  coming  year. 

Inspired  by  the  example  of  New  York, 
in  May  of  this  year,  the  Baltimore 
Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness was  started,  and,  as  The  Maryland 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
it  is  doing  admirable  work  similar  to  ours. 
The  president  of  this  Society  is  the  Hon. 
Charles  J.  Bonaparte ;  the  secretary  is 
Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood,  at  whose 
house  the  headquarters  of  the  Society  are 
located.  Mrs.  Bloodgood  was  formerly 
volunteer  director  of  the  Census  of  the 
Blind  in  New  York,  and  Recording  Sec- 
retary and  one  of  the  founders  of  our 
Association. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NEW  YORK  ADMIT 
BLIND  CHILDREN 

The  Association  is  much  gratified  by 
the  recent  opening  of  the  public  schools, 
by  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  blind 
children  of  New  York.  As  long  ago  as 
1874  Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe,  who 
started  the  great  work  for  the  blind  in 
Massachusetts,  wrote  in  his  report: — "I 
have  had  satisfactory  proof  of  the 
practicibality  and  usefulness  of  send- 
ing blind  children  to  the  common 
schools.  ...  I  have  availed  myself  of 
an  opportunity  of  sending  selected  pupils 
to  a  neighboring  school,  and  with  good  re- 
sults. I  trust  that  others,  with  more  zeal 
and  vigor  than  I  have  left,  will  put  this 
into  practice,  until  it  shall  be  the  custom 
to  send  to  the  common  school  such  blind 
children  as  do  not  need  the  special  atten- 
tion and  instruction  calculated  to  meet 
their  wants.  The  practice  of  training  and 
teaching  a  considerable  proportion  of 
blind  and  mute  children  in  the  common 
schools  is  to  be  one  of  the  improvements 
of  the  future.  It  will  hardly  come  in  my 
day ;  but  I  see  it  plainly  with  the  eye  of 
faith  and  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  its 
fulfilment."  The  wisdom  and  economy 
of  his  views  in  this  matter  have  been 
amply  proved  by  the  success  of  placing 
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the  blind  in  the  pubhc  schools  abroad  and 
here. 

In  Japan,  many  places  in  Europe, 
Great  Britain,  and  in  six  cities  in  Ameri- 
ca, blind  children  are  taught  in  the  public 
schools.  The  Association  found  many 
blind  children  in  New  York  who  were 
growing  up  in  total  ignorance  and  lack  of 
all  education ;  their  parents,  for  various 
reasons,  were  unwilling  or  unable  to  have 
them  educated  in  the  existiuQ'  institutions. 


and  subdued  youngster.  The  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case  induced  the 
Board  of  Education  generously  to  receive 
this  boy  in  the  public  schools.  In  a  few 
months  he  returned  to  the  Light  House 
of  the  Association  a  merry,  observant, 
talkative  child,  eager  to  look  at  every- 
thing in  sight  with  his  ten  eyes,  and  be- 
fore the  secretary  was  aware  he  hopped 
up  on  a  chair  and  threatened  to  finish  her 
correspondence  on  the  typewriter.  This 


BLIND  CHILDREN  IN  NEW  YORK  CITY  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
Class  Taking  Dictation— Boy  marked  x,  who  is  blind,  is  using  aiHall  Braille  Writing  Machine 

(Courtesy  of  the  Board  of  Education) 


THE  FIRST  BLIND  CHILD  TO  CO  TO  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  IN  NEW  YORK 

One  such  child  whose  mother  asked 
for  him  the  same  privilege  that  other 
children  have  in  the  public  schools,  was 
brought  to  the  Association ;  thoroughly 
intelligent,  he  was  yet  a  very  pathetic 


change  of  spirit  was  the  result  of  the 
boy's  association  with  normal  children, 
who  had  tnade  hiin  forget  that  he  was 
blind,  as  they  were  apt  to  forget  it  too. 
He  was  ready  now  to  receive  his  share 
of  knocks  and  tumbles,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  not  to  think  of  himself  as  a 
pitialjle  object  who  could  only  let  go  of  his 
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mother's  skirts  to  be  especially  cared  for 
as  a  poor  blind  child  with  others  similar- 
ly afiflicted. 

FIVE  CLASSES  OPEN  TO  THE  BLIND 

The  Board  of  Education  has  opened, 
in  the  public  schools,  five  classes  for  the 
blind,  who  owe  a  great  debt  for  this 
important  step  in  their  emancipation  to 
Mr.  Abraham  Stern,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  special  schools,  to  Dr.  Wm.  H. 
Maxwell,  and  to  Mr.  Straubenmuller ;  all 
of  these  gentlemen,  not  only  became  fa- 
miliar with  the  blind  and  their  work  in 
order  intelligently  to  understand  their 
needs  and  the  best  way  to  help  them,  but 
they  actually  studied  the  dififerent  meth- 
ods of  print  in  use  by  them,  so  that  they 
were  able  to  come  to  an  impartial  and 
informed  decision  as  to  what  puncto- 
graphic  system  was  best  for  their  instruc- 
tion in  reading  and  writing. 

The  city  superintendent  of  schools  has 
kindly  given  us  permission  to  print  the 
fallowing  letter  which  shows  the  part  that 
the  Association  played  in  helping  the 
Board  of  Education  to  adopt  its  broad 
policy  of  giving  to  the  blind  children  as 
good  an  education  as  to  the  sighted,  which 
it  is  now  doing. 

Dep.\rtment  of  Education 
THE  City  of  Xew  York 
office  of 
City  Superintendent  of  Schools 
500  Park  Avenue. 
Nov.  17,  1909. 

Dear  Miss  Holt  : 

I  am  sending  you  some  photographs 
of  blind  children  at  work  with  their 
sighted  school  fellows  in  some  of  the 
public  schools  in  this  city. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  work  of  the 
classes  for  the  blind  which  we  have  start- 
ed is  getting  along  very  satisfactorily. 
This  result  is  due  very  largely  to  the  co- 
operation of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind.  During  the  two  years 
that  the  matter  of  forming  classes  for 
the  education  of  blind  children  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  city  was  under  con- 


sideration your  Association  rendered  to 
the  Board  of  Education,  a  service  the  val- 
ue of  which  cannot  be  overestimated. 
Xot  only  did  the  Association  open  the 
files  of  its  census  of  the  blind  for  our 
inspection,  but  its  members  visited  all 
children  of  school  age  whose  names  ap- 
peared upon  these  files.  Then  in  the 
memorable  controversy  which  resulted 
most  happily  for  us  in  the  adoption  of  the 
Braille  type  as  the  medium  through  which 
our  blind  children  are  to  learn  to  read  and 
to  write,  your  Association  enabled  us 
who  were  ignorant  of  the  matter,  to  un- 
derstand the  merits  of  the  controversy 
and  to  reach  a  right  decision. 

Indeed  the  co-operation  of  your  Asso- 
ciation has  been  of  such  a  character  that 
though  I  can  express  officially  on  the  part 
of  the  educational  authorities  their  grati- 
tude, I  cannot  express  my  own  personal 
sense  of  its  great  value. 

'i'ruly  yours, 
(  Signed  )        William  H.  Maxwell. 

City  Superintendent. 
Miss  \\  inifred  Holt, 

.Secretary,  Xew  Yurk  .Association  for 
■  the  Blind. 

1 18  East  59th  Street. 

compulsory  educ.\tion 

W'e  believe  that  we  cannot  secure  the 
best  results  in  work  for  the  blind  until 
their  education  is  made  compulsory. 
Much  neglect  and  the  non-discovery  of 
some  blind  children  is  due  to  the  lack  of 
such  legislation.  If  it  existed,  many 
bright  and  intelligent  blind  children,  who 
are  now  growing  up  in  utter  ignorance 
for  lack  of  opportunity  and  on  accotmt  of 
the  ignorance  of  their  parents,  would  be 
receiving  the  blessing  of  education. 

defective  blind  children 

Though  the  Board  of  Education  has 
been  more  than  conscientious  in  doing 
what  it  could  for  backward  blind  chil- 
dren, there  is  still  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  no  proper  place  for  the  defective 
blind.  It  is  not  fair  to  force  the  vicious 
or  imbecile  blind  child  upon  the  intelli- 
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gent  blind  child,  and  it  is  better  for  the 
school  not  to  admit  these  children  unless 
they  can  be  educated  absolutely  apart  from 
the  others.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  schools  to 
make  provision  in  separate  cottages  for 
these  unfortunates,  unless  they  are  prop- 
erly provided  for  otherwise.  This  ques- 
tion is  a  grave  one  which  should  be  dealt 
with  wisely  and  quickly.  Three  children, 
through  the  interest  of  Miss  Bingham, 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Blind  in  the 
Public  Schools  and  the  State  Chanties 


merely  neglected  and  backward  to  sur- 
roundings where  they  could  develop  prop- 
erly. 

ME.\LTH  OF  THE  BLIND  DEPENDENT  ON 
EXERCISE  AND  FRESH  AIR 

It  is  gratifying  to  turn  from  these  sad 
defectives  to  bright,  active  blind  chil- 
dren who  have  even  won  honors  over  the 
heads  of  the  seeing.  The  blind  athletes 
of  the  school  at  Jacksonville,  111.,  in 
March  last  won  easily  Dy  a  score  of  49 


PUPILS  TOBOGGANING 
(Courtesy  of  Perkins  Institution) 


aid,  have  been  removed  from  among  the 
defectives  at  Randall's  Island,  and  are 
being  educated  in  the  Public  Schools. 
This  is  characteristic  of  Miss  Bingham's 
intelligent  cooperation  with  the  Associa- 
tion and  her  brave  enterprise. 

Mr.  Delfino,  in  his  report,  see  also 
page  31,  says  that  fully  100  feeble-minded 
blind  children  are  scattered  over  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Association  has  been  called  upon 
to  help  place  and  instruct  imbecile  blind 
children,  and  remove  some  who  were 


to  32  in  the  athletic  contest  with  their 
sighted  opponents  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Mr.  McAloney,  Superintendent  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  says,  "The  full  value  of  these  con- 
tests does  not  lie  in  the  mere  training  of 
the  athlete.  Among  the  benefits  derived 
we  might  mention :  better  discipline,  bet- 
ter school  spirit,  more  self-confidence, 
increased  school  pride,  and  a  gratifying 
knowledge  of  power  and  ability  to  do 
things  like  seeing  boys  and  girls.  They 
have  also  served  to  educate  the  general 
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public  in  the  capabilities  of  the  blind,  and 
to  dispel  the  old  idea  of  helplessness  and 
dependence  so  long  associated  with  blind- 
ness." 

Mr.  Allen  writes  also  in  his  report  of  the 
Perkins  Institution  (Boston),  that  owing 
to  the  lack  of  time  and  opportunity  to 
practice  athletics,  his  pupils  were  at  a 
great  disadvantage  at  the  athletic  contest, 
"but  while  they  did  not  win,  they  made  a 
creditable  showing."  The  added  spirits 
induced  by  showering  and  competitive 
exercises  need  an  outlet ;  this  is  provided 
for  by  the  annexation  of  out  of  doors.  .  . 
"Pupils  are  assigned  fewer  hours  in 
school  and  are  expected  to  accomplish  as 
much  work  as  formerly." 


N.-XTIONAL  ATHLETIC  ASSOCIATION  OF 
SCHOOLS   FOR  THE  BLIND 

To  the  15  schools  constituting  the 
charter  members  of  this  admirable  organ- 
ization, we  hope  that  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind  of  New  York  City  will  soon  be 
added ;  the  State  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Batavia  already  figures  creditably.  The 
following  events  for  the  boys'  champion- 
ship are  entered  under  rule  10  of  the 
Constitution  and  By-laws  revised  on 
March  ist,  1909. 

RULE  I. 

The  Championship  Events  shall  be: 

12  Pound  Shot  Put. 

Standing  Broad  Jump. 

Standing  High  Jump. 

Three  Standing  Jumps. 

Running  Broad  Jump. 

50  Yard  Dash. 

75  Yard  Dash. 

Baseball  Throw. 
Junior  50  Yard  Three  Legged  Race. 
"      50  Yard  Sack  Race. 
Events  and  rules  for  the  girls'  cham- 
pionship contests. 

RULE  II. 

The  championship  events  shall  be : 
Standing  Broad  Jump. 
Standing  High  Jump. 


35  Yard  Dash. 

50  Yard  Dash. 

200  Yard  Relay  Race. 

Baseball  Throw. 

J  anion  50  Yard  Three  Legged  Race. 
50  Yard  Sack  Race. 
"      50  Yard  Egg  Race. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  notice  the  im- 
portant part  in  athletics  which  the  girls 
are  beginning  to  take.  The  provision  for 
a  midwinter  contest  seems  very  wise. 

Events  and  rules  for  the  mid-winter 
indoor  contest. 


RULE  III. 

The  events  shall  be  : 
High  Kick. 
Fence  \'aulting. 
Chinning. 

18  Foot  Rope  Climb. 
Standing  Hop,  Step  and  Jump. 
Arch  Ball. 
Junior  Standing  Broad  Jump. 
"      Walking  on  Hands. 

The  highest  individual  scores  of  the 
boys'  championship  contests  of  May  15, 
1909,  were  made  by  Kentucky,  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  The  highest  in- 
dividual scores  made  by  the  girls  on  May 
8th  were  secured  entirely  by  Western 
Pennsylvania.  The  result  for  the  contest 
for  the  trophy  offered  by  the  "Outlook 
for  the  Blind"  was  shot  putting,  biggest 
record  made  by  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
33  feet  3  inches ;  standing  broad  jump, 
best  record  made  by  Kentucky,  9  feet  5 
inches;  standing  high  jump,  Kentucky 
leads,  4  feet  4  inches,  and  also  in  three 
standing  jumps,  29  feet  i  inch ;  running 
broad  jump,  Western  Pennsylvania,  17 
feet  7  inches;  fifty  yard  dash,  Kentucky 
in  5  3-5  seconds ;  75  yard  dash.  Western 
Pennsylvania,  8  1-5  seconds;  baseball 
throw,  Western  Pennsylvania,  251  feet  11 
inches;  fifty  yard  junior  three  legged 
race,  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  8  seconds ;  fifty  yard 
sack  race,  Ohio,  8  2-5  seconds ;  points 
scored:  Ky.,  30;  W.  Pa.,  23  1-3;  E.  Pa., 
13 ;  O.,  9  1-3  ;  N.  Y.,  8  ;  111.,  3  ;  Mass.,  2  ; 
Md.,  I  1-3. 
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CHARTER  MEMBERS,  1908. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  schools  which  compose  the  National 
Athletic  Association  of  the  Schools  for  the  Blind  and  are  the  charter  members 
of  the  Association. 


SCHOOLS.  LOCATION.  DI 

Eastern  Pennsylvania   Overbrook  Phy. 

Illinois  Jacksonville  Phy. 

Iowa  College  Vinton  Supt 

Kansas  Kansas  City   Supt 

Kentucky  Louisville  Ath. 

Maryland   Baltimore   Supt 

Massachusetts  Boston  Phy. 

Missouri  St.  Louis  Supt 

Montana  Boulder  Supt 

New  York  State  Batavia  Phy 

Ohio  Columbus  Phy. 

South  Dakota  Gary  Supt. 

Washington  Vancouver  Prin . 

Wisconsin  Janesville  Supt. 

Western  Pennsylvania  Pittsburg  Ath. 


RECTOR  OF  ATHLETICS. 

Dir.  Norman  McDonald. 
Dir.  L.  E.  Mc  Glaughlin. 
.  J.  E.  Vance. 
.  N.  B.  Hall. 
Dir.  J.  D.  Gregory. 
.  J.  F.  Bledsoe. 
Dir.  J.  H.  Wright. 
S.  M.  Green. 
.  L.  E.  Milligan. 
Dir.  C.  E.  Beeman 
Dir.  F.  C.  Pixley. 
Dora  D.  Humburt. 
B.  V.  L.  Wilson. 
Harvey  Clark. 
Dir.  R.  R.  Pratt. 


Mr.  Allen  says :  "The  moral  life  of 
any  boarding  school  is  only  safe  when 
wholesome  pleasures  are  provided  for 
free  hours.  And  as  'amusement  is  strong- 
er than  vice'  and  can  stifle  the  lust  of  it, 
so  the  troubles  of  whatever  kind  which 
we  hope  to  minimize  here,  we  propose  to 
fight  less  by  the  restraint  of  rules  and  reg- 
ulations than  by  the  attraction  of  play- 
ground apparatus  and  sports.  Correc- 
tion is  well,  prevention  is  better  ;"  and  a 
school  that  has  not  made  this  principle  a 
part  of  its  working  plan  has  lost  a  far- 
reaching  opportunity  for  good.  At  Per- 
kins the  girls"  physical  instructor  holds 
her  classes  out  of  doors  whenever  the 
weather  permits. 

SWIMMING  POOL 

Western  Pennsylvania  rejjorts  from 
the  girls'  physical  director,  that  the  swim- 
ming was  taken  up  enthusiastically  by 
the  blind  girls  and  extra  time  has  been 
taken  for  learning  folk  dances.  Over- 
brook,  Pa.,  has  been  particularly  success- 
ful in  these  dances,  and  those  who  are 
privileged  to  see  them  on  Overbrook  Day 
will  not  forget  the  impression  made  by 
the  blind  girls  in  their  graceful  and 
charming  May  Pole  waltz.  Peasant's 
March,  etc.  ^lany  blind  girls  are  now 
entering  the  National  contests  and  the  in- 
terest and  stimulus  caused  by  the  prepara- 
tion for  the  events  is  most  beneficial  and 
stimulating.  The  President  of  Western 
Pennsvlvania,  Mr.  Potter,  writes : 


PUNITIVE  DISCIPLINE  NOT  NECESSARY 
WHERE  THERE  IS  PLENTY  OF  SPORT 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

"Not  a  single  complaint  from  scholar 
or  parent  has  reached  the  President  of  the 
Board,  and  no  intimation  of  any  such  has 
come  to  him  from  any  member  of  the 
Board.  Punitive  discipline  is  so  rare  and 
so  unimportant  that  it  is  practically  un- 
known. The  esprit  de  corps  has  banished 
it.  Tobacco  seems  to  no  longer  have  any 
temptation  for  our  boys.  The  Superin- 
tendent of  the  school  reports  so  eager 
an  interest  that  his  time  and  attention 
can  be  given  to  the  important  matters  of 
administration  and  improvements. 

"One  special  reason  for  this  admirable 
condition  of  affairs  is  the  direct  result, 
apparently,  of  our  new  Gymnasium. 
This  has  been  of  such  great  attraction  to 
our  scholars  that  it  has  been  more  than 
a  pleasure  and  a  pleasant  recreation.  It 
has  awakened  enthusiasm,  not  merely  for 
exercise,  but  for  ah  the  studies  as  well. 
A  class  of  the  older  boys  asked  permis- 
sion to  go  for  exercise  at  an  early  morn- 
ing hour.  Permission  was  granted  and 
their  instructor  willingly  joined  them. 
Between  5  130  and  6  A.  M.  about  a  doz- 
en of  them  meet  for  nearly  an  hour  of 
drill,  then  take  their  plimge  in  the  pool, 
or  a  cold  shower,  dress  for  inspection  at 
6:55,  and  breakfast  at  seven." 

Mr.  Burritt,  who  has  added  much  to 
the  splendid    athletic    equipment,  with 
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which  Mr.  Allen  left  Overbrook,  when  he 
took  command  there,  writes  that  where- 
as only  twelve  boys  could  swim  when 
their  swimming  pool  was  opened,  five- 
eighths  of  the  entire  number  of  boys  can 
now  swim.  The  use  of  the  pool  by  the 
girls  was  entirely  voluntary.  The  girls 
seem  to  be  as  ambitious  of  aquatic  prow- 
ess as  the  boys.  Mr.  Burritt  further 
recommends  the  use  of  bowling  alleys 
for  the  totally  blind,  as  being  an  admir- 
able exercise  for  them.  See  also  our  Sec- 
ond Report,  page  22. 

PHYSICAL  CULTURE  AT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 

When  feasible,  the  classes  at  the  As- 
sociation are  held  out  of  doors.  We  have 
inaugurated  recently,  dances  and  physi- 
cal culture  for  the  girls  which  they  hail 
enthusiastically. 

ATHLETICS  FOR  MEN  AT  THE  ASSOCIATION 

The  attempts  at  athletics  and  sports 
for  our  men  are  mostly  thwarted  for  lack 
of  a  suitable  place  to  have  them.  We 
crave  a  high,  well-ventilated  gymnasium 
with  a  good  swimming-pool  where  we  can 
do  great  things  to  strengthen  the  spirits 
and  bodies  of  our  blind  people.  Who 
will  make  this  possible  ? 

THE  BLIND  AT  WORK  WITH  THE  SIGHTED 

Our  blind  switchboard  operators,  type- 
writers from  the  phonographers,  stenog- 
raphers, secretaries,  etc.,  are  doing  well. 
All  of  these  are  working  for  sighted  em- 
ployers. One  stenographer  in  New  York 
is  doing  legal  work  for  a  lawyer. 

The  policy  of  employing  the  blind 
with  the  sighted  is  advocated  by  the  best 
educators  as  the  sanest  and  wisest 
method  for  giving  them  work.  It  is 
not  only  most  beneficial  for  them,  but 
apart  from  the  good  work  which  they  do, 
their  jjresence  is  often  helpful  to  their 
employers  and  associates  in  bringing  to 
the  fore  latent  qualities  of  consideration 
in  them,  and  acting  as  a  spur — the  ex- 
ample of  an  efficient  blind  worker  for- 
getful of  his  handicap  is  usually  a  great 
stimulus  to  the  more  fortunate. 


FIVE  BLIND  GIRLS  EMPLOYED  IN  FACTORIES 

From  Dayton,  O.,  we  hear  of  five  blind 
girls  who  are  making  from  $6  to  $9.50  a 
week  in  factories. 

"Two  of  them  are  folding  (that  is  mak- 
ing up)  paste  board  boxes.  The  three 
others  have  been  on  several  dififerent 
jobs  in  the  cash  register  factory  adjust- 
mg  springs  on  a  standard,  wrapping  and 
boxing  small  pieces  of  machinery,  etc. 
They  are  all  on  piece  work  and  average  as 
much  as  the  sighted  girls  who  work  be- 
side them." 

"They  are  all  greatly  pleased  at  this  op- 
portunity to  work  beside  other  girls ;  to 
have  their  companionship,  and  by  close 
application  to  do  as  much  and  earn  as 
much  as  the  others.  Two  of  them  see 
a  very  little,  just  enough  to  go  about  by 
themselves.  Three  of  them  are  totally 
blind.  They  have  all  held  their  places 
for  eight  or  ten  months."* 

POSITION  GIVEN  TO  A  BLIND  GIRL  PRE- 
FERRED TO  A  SIGHTED  ONE 

One  of  our  blind  friends  for  whom  we 
secured  a  position  in  the  sighted  world 
writes : 

"I  have  been  engaged  to  give  lessons 
and  to  say  I  am  pleased  is  very  mild,  I 
am  delighted !  I  wish  to  thank  you  very 
much  for  I  feel  sure  except  for  your  in- 
terest I  never  would  have  received  the 
position  for  they  were  considering  some- 
one who  has  two  good  eyes  besides  years 
of  experience." 

THE  WORK  SHOP 

For  the  blind  who  are  not  fitted  to 
work  with  the  sighted  or  to  support  them- 
selves independently,  workshops  will 
probably  always  be  necessary. 

Our  workshop  for  the  men  at  147  East 
42nd  Street  reports  encouraging  prog- 
ress; 45,126  brooms  made  this  year,  an 
increase  of  14,307  brooms  compared  with 
1908;  3,321  chairs  caned  in  1909  as  com- 
pared with  3,133  chairs  caned  in  1908. 


*From  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Ohio  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of 
the  Blind. 
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Precautions  have  been  taken  to  make  the 
ventilation  and  sanitation  of  the  shop  as 
up-to-date  as  possible,  but  unfortunately 
our  quarters  are  anything  but  up-to-date, 
and  our  finances  do  not  justify  our  mov- 
ing. To  do  the  best  work  and  to  under- 
take experimental  work  so  as  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  policy  to  find  new  in- 
dustries practical  and  remunerative  for 
the  blind,  it  is  essential  for  us  to  have  a 
proper  building  where  it  is  possible  to 
give  the  men  the  space  and  air  and  recre- 
ation which  they  should  have. 

This  summer  the  secretary  investigated 
23  activities  for  the  blind,  in  Germany, 
France  and  Austria.  Knowing  the  prin- 
cipal workshops  in  the  world,  we  find 
that  the  work  that  we  are  doing  in  our 
shop  is  as  good  as  any  being  done  by  the 
blind,  and  surpasses  a  great  deal  of  mar- 
ketable work  done  by  the  seeing.  Though 
we  try  to  have  conditions  in  our  present 
quarters  proper  for  men,  we  feel 
that  we  have  an  exceptionally  poor  build- 
ing for  our  broom  shop  and  chair  caning. 
Is  this  not  an  anachronism  as  well  as  a 
shame  in  prosperous  New  York  ? 

NEED  FOR  A  MODEL  FACTORY  FOR  THE 
BLIND 

Is  there  not  some  one  who  will  fill  this 
great  need  for  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
workshop  for  our  blind  men  ? 

This  want  is  very  urgent.  Remember 
three-quarters  of  our  blind  lose  their 
sight  after  their  school  age.  Most  of  them 
are  men,  many  of  whom  can  find  no  other 
employment  but  can  be  well  occupied 
as  contented  wage-earners  in  our  work- 
shop, who  would  otherwise  be  despond- 
ent, economic  and  moral  drags  on  the 
community.  Do  these  facts  not  show  that 
there  is  a  demand  for  an  adequate  work- 
shop for  blind  men  —  especially  as 
the  blind  who  lose  their  sight  in  the  hey- 
day of  life  are  often  physically  below 
par  from  the  illness  or  injury  which 
caused  blindness.  (See  page  47,  Physi- 
cian's Report). 

NEED  OF  VENTILATION  AND  ROOM 

Such  workmen  are  in  even  greater 
need  of  a  hygienic,  airy  factory  than 


those  who  do  not  have  their  handicap. 
It  is  the  fashion  now  to  build  model 
things,  villages,  tenements,  schools,  etc. 
Why  will  you  not  help  to  build  a  model 
workshop  for  the  blind  which  would  be 
an  example  to  the  world  of  how  work  for 
the  blind  should  be  done,  as  well  as  an 
inestimable  blessing  to  them. 

THE  LIGHT  HOUSE 

At  the  main  office  of  the  Association 
we"  keep  the  census,  receive  and  give  in- 
formation of  all  kinds  concerning  the 
blind,  have  our  salesroom  where  we  sell 
their  products,  and  tools,  books,  or  any- 
thing else  of  use  to  them.  Here,  blind 
people  call  to  use  a  typewriter  or  punc- 
tographic  writing  machine,  or  relatives 
or  friends  of  the  blind  come  to  dictate 
a  letter  to  be  written  in  raised  type  by  our 
blind  co-operators  and  sent  to  the  blind 
persons  who  will  be  able  to  read  himself 
this  precious  document.  Here  the  girls' 
classes  meet  and  we  try  to  find  light 
through  work  for  the  blind  asking  for  it. 
Therefore,  this  building  has  been  called 
"The  Light  House"  by  those  whom  we 
have  saved  from  shipwreck  owing  to 
blindness. 

REGISTRY 

We  have  added  considerably  to  our  ori- 
ginal reports  of  9,585  names.  Each  new 
case  is  put  on  file  with  all  the  data  we  can 
get  about  it.  In  addition  to  the  census, 
our  library  of  reports  and  literature  re- 
lating to  blindness,  catalogues  of  institu- 
tions and  literature,  are  growing  in  im- 
portance. At  the  workshop  catalogues 
are  kept  which  show  the  physical  condi- 
tion, working  capacity,  etc.,  of  the  work- 
men. The  Home  Teachers'  reports  are 
received  daily  and  tabulated  at  the  Light 
House  (see  ist  and  2nd  reports). 

MUSEUM 

The  Museum  for  the  blind  (see  ist 
and  2nd  reports  )  to  show  the  history  of 
their  emancipation  from  the  earliest  times 
to  our  own  and  giving  examples  of  their 
work  and  achievements  is  now  started 
in  earnest.    The  secretary  gathered  much 
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material  of  unique  interest  for  it  on  her 
last  European  trip  (see  page  19). 
Through  the  helpfulness  of  the  director 
of  the  \  ienna  School  for  the  Blind,  Herr 
Regierungsrat  Alexander  Mell,  and  his 
son,  Dr.  Albert  Mell,  she  learned  the  best 
methods  to  procure  objects  of  interest 
and  was  even  able  to  get  many  of  these 
from  the  valuable  reserves  of  the  Vienna 
school  which  kindly  donated  several  ar- 
ticles of  exceptional  value.  For  example, 
as  far  as  we  now  know,  we  can  start 


made  e.xcellent  kindlings.  Therefore  our 
museum  will  only  be  able  to  show  the 
shepherd's  alphabet  through  the  picture 
of  it.  which  Dr.  iNIell  presented  to  the 
Association. 

THE  Vn:XX.\    MUSEL'M   FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  Museum  of  the  A'ienna  Royal 
School  for  the  Blind  is  a  veritable  inspira- 
tion both  to  the  blind  and  the  seeing.  It  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  some  generous  co- 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SEAL 


the  pictorial  record  of  the  industries  of 
the  blind  with  the  has  relief  from  Egyp- 
tian tombs  many  years  before  Christ, 
showing  blind  musicians  who  belonged  to 
the  court  of  the  king.  We  can  begin  the 
history  of  reading  and  writing  for  the 
blind  with  illustrations  of  the  stick  al- 
phabet invented  by  an  ancient  shepherd, 
who  whittled  sticks  to  denote  letters,  with 
which  he  wrote.  As  he  was  by  way  of  be- 
ing a  doctor  to  his  neighbors,  he  used  to 
label  his  prescriptions  by  tying  these  let- 
ter-sticks of  wood  to  bottles  ;  the  ungrate- 
ful neigiibors  found,  when  the  healing 
shepherd  died,  that  his  wooden  literature 


operator  will  help  us  to  make  the  mu- 
seum at  our  Light  House  one  of  the 
most  interesting  records  of  the  successful 
fight  of  the  blind  to  find  the  light.  With 
funds  our  museum  could  be  of  in- 
estimable encouragement  to  every  de- 
pressed blind  person,  and  an  example  of 
unspeakable  pathos  and  courage  to  the 
more  fortunate. 

NEED  TO  M.\KE  OUR  MUSEUM  A  GRE.\T 
OBJECT  LESSON 

This  museum  should  include  in  object 
lessons  the  evolution  of  reading  and'writ- 
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ing  in  all  forms  for  the  blind.  Here  we 
would  show  what  the  blind  can  do  from 
the  rugs  of  several  colors  woven  in 
France  by  a  defective  blind  child  to  the 
beautiful  bronzes  made  by  the  blind 
sculptor,  Vidal.  From  the  pictures  of  the 
blind  Sir  F.  F.  Campbell  (  see  page  31  and 
page  32,  2nd  report)  climbing  Mt.  Blanc 
to  the  blind  boys  at  Overbrook  perform- 
ing life  saving  feats  in  the  water.  From 
the  odes  of  a  blind  classic  bard  to  the 
poems  and  letters  of  Helen  Keller. 


and  courage  giver  to  these  baffled  people 
who  must  learn  how  to  be  blind,  as  well 
as  an  eye-opener  to  the  general  public  of 
the  capacity  of  the  blind  to  overcome 
their  handicap. 


HOME  TEACHING 


Progress  may  also  be  recorded  from 
the  home  teaching.  This  year  our  blind 
home  teachers  have  made  2,949  visits. 
They  are  invariably  welcomed  and  eagerly 


THE  SHEPHERD'S  ALPHABET 
(Courtesy  of  Dr.  Mell  of  Vienna) 


EX.AMPLES  OF  WORK  WHICH  GIVE  COURAGE 

In  a  small,  sunny  room  where  blind  ap- 
plicants are  interviewed,  a  few  good  ex- 
amples of  fine  work  made  by  the  blind 
are  kept.  Many  a  dispirited  blind  man 
or  woman  who  has  believed  that  blind- 
ness precluded  further  usefulness,  has 
been  surprised  and  delighted  in  "look- 
ing" with  their  ten  eyes  at  a  beautiful 
bit  of  weaving,  carpentry,  a  scissors  or  a 
knife  made  by  the  blind,  to  find  through 
these  few  simple  object  lessons  their  ca- 
pacity to  triumph  over  their  handicap. 

In  talking  further  with  the  Light  House 
keepers,  they  have  learned  of  the  prac- 
tical works  of  the  blind  in  most  fields 
from  the  humblest  to  the  greatest  posi- 
tions, as  lawgivers  and  teachers  to  the 
sighted. 

A  museum  would  be  a  great  inspirator 


asked  for  by  those  afflicted  blind  people 
wiio  are  shut  in  by  age,  infirmity  and  do- 
mestic cares,  and  who  cannot  have  free- 
dom to  learn  to  work  or  play  in  the  great 
world,  which  is  our  ambition  for  as  many 
of  the  blind  as  possible.  Of  especial 
interest  in  this  year's  work  for  home 
teaching  has  been  the  instruction  of 
backward  children  whom  we  could  not 
place  in  institutions  or  schools  and  the 
additional  instruction  given  to  blind  men 
in  manual  work,  such  as  chair  caning  and 
basket  making ;  the  routine  work  of  the 
home  teachers  is  teaching  blind  men  and 
women  to  read  and  write,  if  possible,  to 
become  wage-earners,  ."whose  products 
are  sold  through  the  Light  House,  but 
there  are  many  variations  on  this  simple 
theme.  For  example :  A  slight  service, 
but  one  of  enormous  help  and  cheer,  was 
having  a  broken   guitar   mended  for  a 
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blind  man  unable  to  pay  for  this  himself. 
He  is  one  of  our  blind  "shutins,"  unable 
to  walk,  and  having  this  instrument  so 
that  he  could  again  strum  upon  it  made 
all  the  difiference  in  his  sad  and  lonely 
life. 

We  hear  of  another  "shutin"  old 
blind  woman  in  England  whose  hands 
were  so  crippled  by  rheumatism  that  she 
could  use  only  her  thumbs  and  first  fin- 
ger. In  her  desperate  need  of  some  oc- 
cupation she  busied  herself  with  lacing 
and  unlacing  her  boots,  until  the 
gentleman  who  tells  the  tale  cut 
some  paper  in  strips  and  showed 
her  how  to  fold  them  up  into 
spills,  or  lighters,  for  which  he  paid  her 
a  few  cents  a  hundred.  "She  was  so 
pleased  to  have  the  occupation,  and  still 
more  delighted  when  she  was  able  to  pro- 
cure an  egg  for  her  tea,  with  her  own 
earnings."*  These  tales  may  indicate  the 
slight  services  which  may  change  the  en- 
tire horizon  of  a  blind  person  from  des- 
])eration  to  contentment. 

The  Association  often  furnishes  ma- 
terial and  sees  to  the  correct  making  in 
the  homes  of  the  blind,  of  marketable  ar- 
ticles which  it  sells.  The  following  is 
from  a  blind  beneficiary :  "Personally,  I 
am  deriving  many  benefits  and  am  seek- 
ing to  contribute  my  share  to  the  general 
activity.  I  am  learning  what  real  joy 
there  is  in  bringing  happiness  to  others. 
As  it  is  essential  to  put  this  work  on  a 
permanent  basis,  I  should  like  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  large  means  to  contribute  to 
it.  Nevertheless  it  is  my  privilege  to 
give  a  little,  and  I  enclose  five  dollars — " 

girls'  classes 

The  girls  at  the  Light  House,  we  are 
proud  to  say,  have  felt  such  enthusiasm 
this  year  for  their  work  that  we  contin- 
ued their  classes  through  July  and  they 
reassembled  as  usual  in  the  autumn.  A 
great  preference  has  been  shown  by  them 
for  weaving,  consequently  less  attention 
has  been  paid  to  knitting  and  electric 
power  machine  sewing,    in    which  our 

•Quoted  from  a  letter  in  the  Outlook  for 
the  Blind. 


faith  is,  however,  unshaken.  We  still  be- 
lieve both  of  these  occupations  to  be  prac- 
tical and  remunerative  fields  for  the 
blind.  Our  orders  for  weaving  have  been 
so  many  and  our  force  of  experienced 
workers  is  so  small  (most  of  our  co- 
operators  are  pupils  and  we  are  contin- 
ually taking  in  untrained  workers  who 
come  to  us  to  learn  how  to  be  blind), 
that  it  is  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  do 
to  fill  our  orders  for  cushions,  curtains 
and  scarfs,  especially  for  country  houses. 

DRAPERIES  WOVEN  BY  THE  BLIND  FURNISH 
A  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

We  have  recently  finished  a  quantity 
of  these  things  for  a  Southampton  cot- 
tage. Our  rough  woven  and  spun  silk  is 
peculiarly  pretty  and  durable  for  furnish- 
ings of  this  sort,  while  the  finer  weaves  of 
linen  with  colored  designs  fills  another 
household  need  with  equal  success.  We 
have  been  encouraged  by  the  ambition 
and  spirit  of  cooperation  which  our  girls 
show,  and  we  believe  thaL  the  esprit  de 
corps  which  is  strong  throughout  our 
organization,  is  much  fostered  by  their 
pride  and  interest  in  their  clubs.  (See 
page  24.) 

DOMESTIC  SCIENCE 

Up-to-date  institutions  have  found  the 
great  usefulness  of  educating  blind 
women  in  domestic  science.  As  with  the 
seeing,  often  the  blind  girl's  place  is  at 
home  helping  the  household,  and  it  has 
been  found  that  with  proper  training  she 
can  become  an  admirable  cook  and  house- 
keeper. The  Association  is  in  touch  with 
many  such  ;  some  of  us  have  been  charm- 
ingly entertained  by  our  blind  friends, 
and  given  admirable  food  of  their  cook- 
ing. (See  2nd  report. )  We  have  started 
classes  in  cooking  this  autumn  and  they 
are  giving  most  encouraging  signs  of  suc- 
cess, and  of  being  much  appreciated,  as 
the  following  letter  from  one  of  our  pupils 
indicates.    (See  also  frontispiece.) 

'Tet  me  thank  you  for  your  kindness 
to  me  and  a  great  many  more  at  the 
Light-house.  .  .  .  Oh,  what  a  good  time 
1  had.  It  was  like  being  a  child  once 
more.  .  .  and  that  we  could  eat  good 
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tilings  like  that  soup  we  made  and  theni. 
jars  in  the  closet  are  in  front  of  me  a 
great  many  times' with  the  labels  all  over 
them.    With  good  wishes  to  you — 

P.  S.  Excuse  writing,  my  eyes  are  dim." 

From  a  totally  blind  pupil  of  our  cook- 
iiiy  class. 


SPECIAL  TEACHING 

In  accordance  with  one  of  the  principal 
tenets  of  our  policy,  a  strong  endeavor  is 
made  to  treat  each  man  and  each  woman 
who  applies  for  work  according  to 
his  or  her  special  needs.  Indi- 
vidual   lessons    have    been    gjiven  in 
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liLIXD   WRITE   RECIPE.S    I'OK  TOOTHSOME 
DISHES  IN  BR.MLLE 

The  Domestic  Science  of  Overbrook  is 
becoming  more  important,  and  the  cook- 
ing classes  there  are  a  great  success.  Each 
girl  copies  in  Braille,  for  her  subsequent 
use,  the  recipes  used  in  each  day's  work. 

*This  variety  of  instruction  is  made  possible 
erously  co-operated  with  us. 


reading,  writing,  typewriting,  type- 
writing from  the  phonograph,  stenogra- 
phy, basket  making,  etc.,  and  other  things 
including  Erench  and  German,  singing 
and  piano.* 

One  of  our  pupils  (a  young  man 
stricken  with  blindness  just  as  he  was 
about  to  enter  the  business  world  who 

by  our  voluntary  co-operators  who  have  gen- 
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after  special  training  at  the  Association 
secured  a  position )  writes : 

"I  trust  that  I  may  prove  worthy  of  all 
your  goodness,  and  also  that  I  shall  be 
one  of  your  best  co-operators  with  the 
Association  and  our  blind." 

BUSINESS  CLASSES 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  men 
and  girls  work  and  play  separately. 

Some  blind  men  make  admirable  sales- 
men and  shopkeepers,  and  there  are  many 
such  here  and  abroad,  ranging  from  bank 
presidents  to  newsdealers  and  pedlars. 
The  most  up-to-date  institutions  for  the 
blind  have  felt  the  need  and  seen  the  ben- 
efit from  establishing  business  classes. 
The  first  of  these  in  our  own  country  of 
which  we  have  record,  was  begun  in 
Overbrook  by  Mr.  Allen ;  Boston  has 
them  now  and  so  have  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  other  institutions.  The  Asso- 
ciation has  started  its  business  classes 
and  it  is  gratified  to  see  the  interest  and 
the  profit  the  men  find  in  them.  Some 
have  had  no  opportunities  since  blindness 
to  be  properly  educated,  and  are  eager  to 
learn  to  typewrite  and  to  keep  accounts ; 
some,  as  they  are  busy  wage-earners 
throughout  the  day,  have  only  time  in  the 
evening,  when  the  classes  are  held,  to 
learn  to  read  and  write.  An  efifort  is  be- 
ing made  to  give  a  semi-club  element  to 
these  meetings,  where  a  co-operator  of 
the  Association  welcomes  the  men,  reads 
to  them  for  a  few  minutes  and  talks  to 
them  on  subjects  of  public  and  general 
interest. 

TEACHING  THROUGH  THE  CO-OPERATION 
OF  OTHER  AGENCIES 

Some  of  our  blind  men  who  have  re- 
cently lost  their  sight  require  a  thorough 
course  of  teaching.  Such  have  been  giv- 
en it  through  other  institutions  which 
have  generously  co-operated  with  us. 

One  such  blind  pupil,  for  whom  the 
Association  obtained  a  place,  writes : 

"I  have  the  position.  .  .  .  for  which  I 
thank  you  very  much.  I  am  glad  of 
every  chance  that  proves  one's  brains 
are  not  damaged  if  one's  eyes  are — this 
seems  a  hard  lesson  for  the  world  to 
learn." 


NEWS  STANDS 

News  stands  make  excellent  provision 
for  some  of  the  blind.  The  Association 
is  gratified  by  the  co-operation  which  it 
has  met  with  which  has  made  it  possible 
to  help  several  blind  men  in  establishing 
them  in  this  manner. 

"I  wish  to  inform  you  that  I  am  now 
doing  business  at  my  stand  and  I  want  to 
thank  you  very  much  for  your  great  help" 
wrote  a  newcomer  to  blindness  who 
came  to  the  Association  discouraged  and 
friendless,  and  was  given  a  start  in  com- 
mercial work. 

MASSAGE 

The  work  of  the  blind  as  masseurs, 
for  ages  in  Japan,  and  for  many  years  in 
England,  has  met  with  great  success. 
Our  last  report  gave  some  account  in  de- 
tail of  the  success  of  the  London  Insti- 
tute of  Massage  for  the  Blind  and  its 
pupils.  (See  ist  report,  pages  25  and  26, 
2nd  report,  page  30).  Recently  M.  de  la 
Sizaranne  introduced  massage  as  a  course 
at  the  A'alentine  Haiiy  Association,  and 
the  graduates  have  done  very  well,  se- 
curing sufficient  employment  to  become 
contented  wage-earners.  Though  mas- 
sage has  been  recognized  by  progressive 
educators  of  the  blind  in  this  country  as 
one  of  the  very  best  fields  for  their  abili- 
ties, they  have  not  obtained  generally  any 
marked  recognition  from  the  public  in 
this  line. 

ASSOCIATION  BLIND  CO-OPERATOR  SECURES 
OFFICIAL  APPOINTMENT  AT  HOSPITAL 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that 
the  Association  reports  that  one  of  its 
blind  co-operators,  an  expert  masseur, 
has  been  appointed  masseur  in  a  New 
York  hospital.  A  blind  girl  pupil  has 
also  been  given  a  position  as  instructor  01 
massage  to  the  nurses  in  a  hospital.  These 
two  appointments  mark  a  distinct  stage 
in  the  emancipation  of  the  blind  and  in 
the  recognition  of  the  public  of  the  great 
advantage  it  may  have  by  using  their 
exquisite  touch  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community.  The  Association  realizes 
in  full  the  great  importance  of  training 
as  masseurs  only  those  blind  people  who 
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are  personally,  mentally  and  physically 
suitable. 

It  is  only  proper  to  state  here  that 
this  step  forward  in  this  department  is 
owing  greatly  to  the  interest  and  far- 
seeingness  of  Dr.  J.  Reese  Satterlee,  who 
has  made  a  painstaking  study  of  the  ques- 
tion which  resulted  in  his  being  convinced 


W.xsnixGTON  Heights  Hospit.\l 
554  West  165th  St., 

Feb.  18,  1909. 
Secretary  New  York  Association  for 

the  Blind. 
Dear  Madam : 

I  am  sure  that  you  will  be  glad  to  know 
that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Board 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
MASSEUR 


that  the  American  doctors  might  be  more 
progressive  in  co-operating  with  the  blind 
masseurs,  and  through  his  efforts  they 
have  obtained  the  positions  which  they 
now  hold. 

We  earnestly  beg  the  public  to  give  our 
blind  masseurs  a  trial,  and  are  convinced 
that  if  they  do  they  will  be  glad  to  employ 
them.  We  have  letters  on  file  testifying  to 
their  efficiency  which  we  will  gladly  show. 


of  the  Washington  Heights  Hospital,  Mr. 
 was  appointed  masseur  to  the  Hos- 
pital. 

Blindness,  in  our  estimation,  has  its 
distinct  advantages,  as  the  blind  have  a 
peculiarly  exquisite  sense  of  touch  and 
can  notice  very  rapidly  any  beginning 
nervous  tension  or  pain  which  may  be 
caused  by  too  rapid  or  energetic  treat- 
ment. 
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We  liope  that  this  action  of  ours  may 
lead  to  a  more  general  recognition  of  the 
benefits  to  the  community  of  employing 
blind  masseurs,  which  has  been  done  in 
London  and  elsewhere  with  excellent  re- 
sult, both  to  the  patients  and  the  blind 
generally. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  movement,  believe  us, 

\"cry  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  Washington  Heights  Hospital. 

per        E.  Martyn, 

Superintendent. 

SOCI.\L  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

The  imijortance  of  this  committee 
which  includes  three  most  efficient  blind 
co-operators,  cannot  be  over  estimated. 
Perhaps  its  scope  can  be  most  briefly 
described  as  that  of  general  and  special 
providence  to  the  blind  who  are  not  suf- 
ficiently provided  for  through  the  work- 
shop, classes  or  home  teaching. 

A  LONELY  BLIND  M.\N  PUT  AGAIN  IN 
TOUCH  WITH  THE  WORLD 

It  secures  anything  from  admission  to 
a  hospital-  or  home  for  a  blind  invalid  or 
aged  person  to  a  pack  of  cards  or  check- 
er board  for  a  listless  blind  man,  wait- 
ing impatiently  for  death  in  his  wretched 
(juarters  in  a  tenement ;  a  member  of  the 
Social  Service  proves  the  friend  in  need. 
The  home  teacher  is  introduced,  and  while 
the  blind  man  is  learning  he  is  also  gradu- 
ally taught  by  his  new  friends  to  resume 
his  former  place  in  the  world,  with  which 
he  comes  again  in  contact  through  the 
clubs  and  by  going  to  the  theatre  and  con- 
certs to  which  his  new  guardian  takes 
him.  The  ticket  bureau  puts  at  his  dis- 
posal performances  to  his  tastes  which 
may  range  from  the  Gotterdammerung 
to  the  Hippodrome,  or  from  the  ninth 
symphony  to  the  latest  ragtime.  ( See 
l)age  27. )  The  Social  Service  has  helped 
to  have  the  blind  decently  buried,  baptized 
and  married ;  its  services  range  from 
medical  care  to  a  blind  horse,  to  supply- 
ing glass  eyes. 

Here  is  an  example  of  its  work : 


A  young  man  came  to  us :  His  sudden 
blindness  had  made  him  give  up  his  min- 
istry and  work  in  his  parish  where  he  had 
just  begun  to  preach.  Through  the  light 
house  his  blindness  which  he  had  thought 
insurmountable  became  to  him  an  oppor- 
tunity for  study  and  deeper  concentra- 
tion. Having  learned  how  to  be  blind, 
how  to  read  and  write  and  to  overcome 
his  handicap,  he  may  now  return  to  his 
work  saying  "I  had  sight,  but  1  was 
blind ;  I  am  blind  now,  but  thank  God, 
at  last  I  see." 

For  further  details  of  this  Committee's 
Wi)rk  see  ]3age  48. 

THE  women's  club 

The  Women's  Club  has  now  become 
a  thoroughly  successful  and  well 
founded  organization,  whose  example  is 
stimulative  and  causing  the  formation  of 
many  similar  organizations.  108  blind 
women  are  reached  through  our  club 
alone.  The  term  of  office  of  the  president 
of  the  Women's  Club  expired  this  year, 
Mrs.  Beck,  after  her  long  and  successful 
term  of  office,  was  succeeded  by  Miss 
Keator,  another  self-supporting  blind 
woman,  who  is  employed  as  stenographer 
and  secretary.  We  quote  from  her  report : 

"It  is  difficult  for  the  sightless  to  keep 
in  touch  with  things  in  general,  as  maga- 
zines and  newspapers  are  only  for  us 
to  a  limited  degree  and  so  our  meetings 
must  have  an  educational  value.  It  is  the 
ambition  of  the  Club  to  stimulate  and 
cheer  those  who  are  despondent  and  dis- 
heartened, especially  those  who  are  new 
among  our  ranks.  No  one  can  do  this 
as  we  can.  We  can  do  it  individually,  but 
we  can  do  it  much  more  effectually  as  an 
organized  body  of  enthusiasts." 

CIIRLSTM.VS  .\T  THE  BLIND  WOMEn's  CLUI) 

The  Clubs  enjoy  their  Christmas  festivi- 
ties and  seeing  the  new  year  in. 
This  year's  Christmas  entertainment 
given  by  the  Blind  Women's  Club,  was  a 
notable  event  which  we  all  enjoyed  great- 
ly. The  Christmas  tree,  decked  with  man\ 
pretty  things,  was  eagerly  looked  at  by 
60  co-operators.    It  did  not  have  candle^ 
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on 


it,  they  might  have  hurt  some 
eager  ten  eyes  of  the  bUnd 


of  the 
women  who 

looked  at  it.  The  choosing  of  presents 
from  a  large  grab-table  on  which  parcels 
done  up  in  all  shapes  and  sizes  were 
placed,  caused  much  merriment.  Each 
blind  woman  could  take  what  appealed  to 
her  most,  often  a  greedy  one  who  carried 
off  a  big  present  discovered  that  it  was 
only  a  comparatively  unimportant  thing. 


the  Christmas  spirit  was  with  us  in  all 
its  brightness  and  holiness,  and  our  blind 
women  returned  to  their  quiet  homes  bet- 
ter for  the  outing,  and  with  their  hearts 
full  of  the  holy  message  of  "Peace  on 
Earth  and  Good  Will  toward  Man."  Per- 
haps a  few  saw  with  that  '"inner  eye 
which  is  the  bliss  of  solitude,"  the  manger 
and  the  blessed  Child,  for  "those  who  sit 
in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light." 
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while  the  more  modest  guest  who  chose 
some  little  roll,  found  that  it  contained 
her  heart's  desire.  In  addition  to  the 
grab-presents,  each  one  received  some- 
thing to  regale  her  nose  in  the  shape  of 
a  sweet-smelling  offering  and  something 
to  delight  the  inner  man,  such  as  cake, 
candy,  or  other  threatening  joys.  The 
music,  of  course,  made  us  all  glad,  and 
we  joined  in  the  chorus  and  some  of  us 
tried  to  dance,  though  our  crowded  quar- 
ters called  a  halt  to  this  manifestation  of 
the  Christmas  spirit.    We  are  sure  that 


THE   men's  IMPROVKMEXT  CLUl! 

The  Men's  Club  has  made  progress  in 
many  ways.  Its  President,  Air.  Patrick, 
was  re-elected,  and  says  about  the  or- 
ganization that  he  has  done  such 
great  things  to  help,  such  statements 
as  "That  meeting  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club 
put  new  life  into  me,"  "meeting  all  those 
fellows  makes  me  feel  it  is  worth  while 
trying.  I  guess  I'll  see  if  I  can't  make 
out.  too."  etc..  have  been  heard  again  and 
again  at  the  Club  and  demonstrate  the 
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fact  that  blind  men,  successful  or  partially 
so,  can  renew  old  ambitions  and  instil 
new  ones  in  those  not  yet  educated 
to  this  new  art  which  requires  skill  as 
well  as  patience,  by  being  just  what  they 
are,  "men  who  have  learned  to  live  in  the 
dark,"  if  they  have  the  opportunity  to 
meet  them. 

ENTERTAINMENTS    AND    SOCIAL  SERVICE 
FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  THE  POORHOUSE 

It  seems  inevitable  that  some  few  blind 
unfortunates  should  at  present  remain 
in  the  Poorhouse  and  similar  institutions, 
not  on  account  of  their  blindness,  but  for 
reasons  similar  to  those  which  have 
brought  the  other  inmates  there.  The  in- 
struction of  industries  to  these  shut-ins, 
through  the  State  Charities  aid  has  been 
most  helpful,  and  our  Association  is  glad 
to  receive  and  sell,  when  possible,  the 
handiwork  of  these  people  with  products 
made  by  other  blind  consignors.  Through 
the  initiative  of  our  Blind  Women's  Club, 
a  Special  Committee  was  formed  of  blind 
women,  who  have  regularly  visited  these 
unfortunates  and  brought  much  cheer  to 
them  through  instruction,  friendliness, 
little  gifts,  etc.  (2nd  Report,  pages  23, 
24;  this  report,  page  50.  Follow- 
ing the  lead  given  by  the  Blind  Women's 
Club,  the  Association  has  recently  under- 
taken to  provide  monthly  concerts  at  the 
Island.  The  eagerness  with  which  these 
entertainments  are  awaited  by  our  blind 
friends  who  long  so  for  the  diversion 
from  which  their  age,  infirmities  and  po- 
sition debar  them,  is  most  touching.  After 
one  of  our  entertainments  a  blind  man 

writes  :   "Mr.  surprised  us.   He  was 

the  first  blind  man  to  play  the  piano  on 
the-  Island — the  next  entertainment  there 
will  be  twice  the  number  of  blind,  as  they 
have  heard  so  much  about  it.  I  pray 
that  God  will  grant  you  all  blessings." 

TICKET  BUREAUX 

The  ticket  bureaux,  now  eleven  in  num- 
ber, continue  their  valuable  work  of  dis- 
tributing tickets  for  good  musical  and 
dramatic  entertainments  to  those  blind 
who  cannot  otherwise  afford  them — 9,279 
tickets  have  been  distributed  from  the 


parent  bureau  at  the  Light  House.  We 
are  usually  warmly  thanked  for  the  gift 
of  tickets,  often  in  pretty  and  touching 
ways.  Sometimes  by  presents  to  help  on 
the  work,  or  flowers  self-grown  by  some 
blind  woman — but  most  usually  by  pain- 
fully written  notes.  Not  infrequently 
these  contain  keen  sighted  critiques  of 
the  performance.  Two  blind  friends 
write : 

"I  wish  to  thank  you  very  much  for 
the  tickets  for  the  Symphony  Concert. 
The  change  and  uplift  from  handling 
newspapers  all  the  time,  which  I  cannot 
read,  is  greatly  enjoyed  and  appreciated." 

From  an  appreciative  blind  man. 

"I  received  the  tickets  for  the  Concert. 
The  music  was  very  fine  and  grand,  and 
we  greatly  enjoyed  it.  Thank  you  very 
much  for  the  great  pleasure  you  have 
given  us." — From  a  lover  of  music. 

The  Association  will  gratefully  dispose 
of  tickets  sent  to  118  East  59th  Street 
as  long  before  the  performances  as  feasi- 
ble, marked  "Tickets  for  the  Blind."  - 

THE  WARDROBE 

The  wardrobe  of  cleaned  and  mended 
clothes  is  doing  its  helpful  work. 
Clothes  of  any  description  will  be 
welcomed,  if  not  too  ragged.  It  is 
no  exaggeration  that  we  can  use  any 
gift  from  a  collar  button  to  a  million 
dollar  check. 

OUTINGS 

\\'&  are  eager  to  give  all  the  fresh  air 
and  fun  possible  to  our  blind.  We  can 
always  make  good  use  of  carriages,  auto- 
mobiles and  yachts  for  outings.  Our 
people  enjoy  an  expedition  to  Coney 
Island,  etc.,  or  a  spin  in  a  motor, 
greatly.  A  blind  friend  writes  us  the 
following,  we  regret  that  we  cannot  quote 
her  entire  rapturous  letter  on  the  beauties 
of  Coney  Island. 

"During  the  afternoon  some  went  in 
bathing  and  enjoyed  it  immensely  while 
others  sat  on  the  beach  telling  their  ex- 
periences and  how  they  had  learned  to 
iDecome  useful  in  spite  of  their  blindness. 
Besides  the  members  of  the  Club  there 
were  a  number  of  guests  who  look  for- 
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ward  eagerly  to  this  annual  outing  which 
takes  them  from  their  dark,  dreary  rooms 
where  the  sun  never  shines,  and  is  per- 
haps the  only  glimpse  they  have  of  the 
sea  during  the  entire  season. 

"Later  in  the  afternoon  refreshments 
were  served  after  which  the  merry  party 
boarded  the  car  for  home." 

From  a  blind  woman's  letter. 


operators  with  a  fresh  air  spirit  and  win- 
dow opening  enterprise.  The  outings  and 
amusements  have  done  great  things,  men- 
tally and  physically,  for  our  blind.  We 
believe  in  the  necessity  of  a  sound  body 
and  a  happy  mind  to  produce  an  able 
workman.  While  our  co-operators  may 
see  only  fun  in  our  amusements  and  fresh 
air  festivities,  we  consider  them  an  essen- 


BLIND  ATHLETES  WHO  PERFORMED  AT  THE  HIPPODROME  AND 
RECEIVED  MEDALS  FOR  LIFE-SAVING  FEATS 
Courtesy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Pa. 


liE.\LTH 

\\'e  make  continuous  efforts  to  main- 
tain and  promote  the  health  of  our  co- 
operators.  The  report  of  our  Doctor  and 
Oculist  are  on  page  47.  Dentistry 
seems  also  a  part  of  modern  philanthropy, 
and  not  a  few  of  our  blind  have  been  re- 
ferred for  particular  attention  to  den- 
tists. The  plumbing  and  ventilation  of 
our  factory  and  Light  House,  and  of- 
fice of  our  special  committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness,  has  received  our 
special  thought  and  attention,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  have  the  ventilation  that  we 
wish  in  our  ])resent  quarters.  We  have 
done  what  we  can  to  inoculate  our  co- 


tial  part  of  our  work  on  which  rests  the 
success  of  what  may  be  considered  by 
them  our  true  business  and  the  profitable 
side  of  our  undertaking. 

We  have  had  one  death  among  our 
wards.  A  blind  man  who,  without  family 
or  means,  had  been  entirely  self-support- 
ing since  he  left  school.  He  died  of  tu- 
berculosis at  the  hospital  where  we  had 
him  placed  and  visited  through  our  So- 
cial Service.  His  one  idea  was  to  recover 
and  help  the  Association.  One  of  his  last 
remarks  shortly  before  his  death  was, 
"Just  wait  until  I  can  get  out  of  this  and 
go  back  to  work.  I'll  help  the  Associa- 
tion and  make  its  shop  pay.  I  want  to 
help,  it  helped  me  so  much." 
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GENERAL  REVIEW   OF  MATTER  OF 
ESPECIAL  IMPORTANCE  TO  THE 
BLIND  AND  THEIR  FRIENDS 
LOUIS  BRAILLE,  CENTENARY 

The  year  1909,  thougli  notable  as  being 
the  centenary  of  many  great  men,  is  one 
of  peculiar  significance  to  the  blind, 
who,  throughout  the  world,  have  been 
celebrating  the  birth  of  Louis  Braille,  who 


AMERICAN  BRAILLE 

The  American  Braille,  used  for  the 
blind  in  the  public  schools,  is  the  most 
scientific  modification  yet  produced  of 
the  Braille  system.  Its  adaptor,  j\Ir.  J. 
S.  Smith,  a  seeing  blind  man,  formerly 
a  teacher  at  Perkins  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  and  editor  and  manager  of  the 


LOUIS  BRAILLE 
Blind  teacher,  mathematician  and  inventor 
of  the  first  practical  system  of  reading,  writing 
and  musical  notation  for  the  blind.    Was  born 
in  France,  January  4,  1809 


was  born  on  January  4th,  at  Coupvray,  a 
small  town  in  France.  \'alentin  Haiiy 
had  the  inspiration  to  instruct  the  blind 
systematically,  but  Louis  Braille  dis- 
covered the  means  by  which  the  blind 
were  able  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  genius, 
and  gave  to  them  a  system  of  reading  and 
writing  which,  in  modifications,  such  as 
German,  French,  Japanese  and  American 
Braille,  is  in  use  throughout  the  world. 
Before  these  two  great  men  appeared  to 
lighten  the  paths  of  the  blind,  only  the 
fortunate  few  possessed  of  means  and 
friends,  were  as  a  rule  enabled  to  share  in 
the  privileges  of  education  and  intellectu- 
al life. 


"Argus,"  a  journal  which  dealt  with  the 
problems  of  peculiar  interest  to  them, 
had  the  happy  idea  to  apply  the  principle 
of  economy  in  the  use  of  the  smallest 
number  of  dots  to  those  letters  which 
were  of  most  frequent  occurrence, 
and  thus  save  for  the  blind  much 
time  and  efl^ort,  which  is  still  lost 
in  the  use  of  other  forms  of 
Braille.  The  hope  of  Mr.  Smith,  as  well 
as  all  typhlophiles,  is  that  ultimately  all 
the  Brailles  will  become  so  nearly  alike 
that  they  will  only  vary  in  the  difference 
caused  by  their  nationalities  varying  al- 
phabets, accents,  etc. 
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BOOKS  OF  PARTICULAR  VALUE  TO  THE 
BLIND  AND  TYPHLOPHILES. 

Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe's  journals  and 
letters*  (the  great  founder  of  Perkins  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind,  of  Boston)  have 
just  appeared.  His  career  and  achieve- 
ments are  as  interesting  and  romantic  as 
they  were  helpful  and  enduring.  It  is 
of  particular  significance  to  us  as  it  tells 
of  meeting  in  Greece  the  American 
pioneer  of  work  for  the  blind,  Dr.  John 
Denison  Russ,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
ship  of  supplies  sent  to  the  Greek  revolu- 
tionists from  America.  Dr.  Russ,  after 
the  revolution,  returned  to  America  and 
instructed  the  first  blind  taught  in  the 
country,  giving  his  own  time  and  money 
for  this  purpose.  In  Dr.  Howe's 
education  of  Laura  Bridgeman,  he  did 
pioneer  work  to  which  the  education  of 
the  deaf  and  dumb  blind  throughout  the 
world  bears  testimony.  His  prophetic 
vision  is  peculiarly  noteworthy ;  he  not 
only  created,  in  part,  the  cottage  sys- 
tem which  is  now  recognized  as  the  best 
way  of  housing  the  blind  who  are  not 
educated  with  the  seeing,  but  in  1874  he 
wrote  (see  page  33  )  of  the  importance  of 
opening  the  public  schools  to  the  blind 
( see  page  9  ) .  He  further  recognized  the 
need  of  industrial  employment  of  the 
adult  blind,  and  in  1840,  added  a  depart- 
ment "for  the  purpose  of  providing  em- 
ployment for  those  pupils  who  have  ac- 
quired their  education  and  learned  to 
work,  but  who  could  not  find  employ- 
ment or  carry  on  business  alone."  In 
a  very  interesting  article  in  the  "Out- 
look for  the  Blind"  of  July,  written  by 
Dr.  Howe's  worthy  successor,  Mr.  Allen, 
he  says  on  this  subject : 

"This  is  the  small  and  practically  man- 
aged Perkins  Institution  Workshop  where 
about  twenty  workers  have  been  con- 
stantly employed,  but  where  they  have 
been  kept  entirely  separate  from  the  pu- 

•Published  by  Dana  Estes  &  Co. 


pils  of  the  school  and  where  they  have 
simply  come  in  by  the  day  as  workers,  no 
boarding  department  having  been  pro- 
vided. This  is  surely  in  line  with  our 
best  thought  on  shops  for  the  blind.  Here 
again  his  yesterday  overlaps  our  today. 

No  institution  should  be  without  this 
splendid  account  of  him  who,  though  a 
pioneer  in  our  work,  still  gives  counsel 
for  our  today  and  our  tomorow." 

THIRTY  YEARS  OF  STUDY  AND  PROPAGANDA 
IN  BEHALF  OF  THE  BLIND 

Under  this  title  Monsieur  de  la  Siz- 
eranne  has  recently  published  a  volume  of 
great  importance  to  Typhlophiles.  It  in- 
cludes in  systematic  grouping  the  prin- 
cipal articles,  reports  and  observations 
which  he  has  made  concerning  his  sig- 
nificant work  for  the  last  thirty  years  in 
Paris. 

It  is  generally  known  that  the  author's 
work  as  Secretary  General  of  the  Valen- 
tin Haiiy  Association  (see  page  15  of 
our  first  report)  has  been  one  of  the  most 
inspiring  achievements  in  the  world, 
not  only  for  the  employment  and 
education  of  the  blind,  but  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  general  public  in  the 
capacities  of  the  blind. 

^Monsieur  de  la  Sizeranne,  himself 
without  sight,  is  not  only  familiar  with  all 
the  activities  for  the  blind  throughout 
the  world,  but  is  a  frequent  writer  on 
matters  of  particular  interest  to  them, 
and  responsible  for  the  Valentin  Haiiy 
Magazine,  and  the  Louis  Braille.  His 
work  has  been  crowned  by  the  French 
Academy.  His  recent  book  notices  in  par- 
tinular,  the  teaching  of  music  to  the 
blind  and  the  instruction  of  the  Braille 
alphabet  and  the  ordinary  alphabet  to 
them.  His  style  is  extremely  concise ; 
he  is  an  enemy  of  the  superfluous.  Each 
page  has  something  of  importance  to  say, 
and  says  it  charmingly.     This  volume 
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should  be  in  the  possession  of  all  who 
seriously  are  seeking  for  light  through 
work.  It  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
to  the  Valentin  Haiiy  Association,  9  rue 
Duroc,  Paris,  at  a  cost  of  7  francs 
($1.40). 

"outlook  for  the  blind" 

We  might  add  to  this  literary  notice 
that  no  work  for  the  blind  should  be  with- 


out the  "Outlook  for  the  Blind,"  a  mag- 
azine on  subjects  touching  the  blind,  pub- 
lished by  the  Massachusetts  Association 
for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the  Blind, 
277  Harvard  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

A  BLIND  KNIGHT 

Senator  Hoar,  in  speaking  of  Dr. 
Howe,  said  "There  was  never  on  the  soil 
of  Massachusetts,  fertile  as  that  soil 
has  been   of   patriots,   heroes,   and  of 


lovers,  a  more  patriotic,  a  more  heroic  or 
a  more  loving  knight."  It  is  interesting, 
in  touching  on  this  noble  life  of  this  great 
American,  who  is  justly  called  a  knight, 
to  turn  to  another  American  who  was 
formerly  a  teacher  at  Dr.  Howe's 
School,  and  who  through  the  great  ser- 
vices which  he  has  rendered  to  all  the 
blind,  but  most  especially  to  the  British 
blind,   has   been   knighted   recently  by 


King  Edward.  We  refer  to  Sir  Francis 
Campbell,  Principal  of  the  Royal  Normal 
College  and  Academy  of  Music  for  the 
Blind,  London,  England.  Dr.  Camp- 
bell, we  quote  from  Henry  J.  Wilson, 
Esq.,  Secretary  of  Gardeners  Trust  for 
the  Blind,  "has  done  more  to  raise  the 
status  of  the  blind  than  any  living  man  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  or  even  I  would  go 
so  far  as  to  say  in  the  whole  world."  As 
one  of  the  youngest  associations  for  the 


BLIND  CHILDREN  IN  THE  NEW  YORK  CITY  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
The  Boy  marked  x,  who  is  blind,  is  reading  a  Braille  book 
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blind,  we  wish  to  pay  our  tribute  to  Sir 
Francis  and  Lady  Campbell  for  the  in- 
spiration given  to  us  by  their  lives  and 
work. 

AN    INTERESTING    BLIND  SCHOLAR 

Monsieur  Pierre  Villet  writes  in  the 
Revue  de  Deux  Mondes.  "Le  Travail 
Intellectuel  Chez  Les  Aveugles." 

Monsieur  Villet  copied  in  Braille 
type  the  works  of  Montaigne.  His 
collection  of  essays  includes  about  20 
volumes.  He  says  "I  do  not  seek  to 
diminish  the  difficulties  of  a  blind  person 
in  similar  work,  but  weighing  everything, 
they  are  only  difficulties  and  not  insur- 
mountable obstacles.  To  succeed  re- 
quires a  little  more  patience,  a  little  more 
perseverance,  and  that's  all.  In  fact  .  .  . 
to  put  the  1,250  pages,  very  compact, 
wasn't  half  as  difficult  a  task  as  one 
would  have  supposed."  Monsieur  Villet 
is  a  scholar  whose  writings  and  criti- 
cism are  highly  regarded  by  the  intel- 
lectuals in  France.   He  writes  : 

"Instead  of  being  dark  on  account,  of 
his  blindness,  the  mind  of  the  blind  per- 
son is  transfused  by  light;  he  can  hear 
and  touch,  the  first  for  the  spoken 
thought,  the  second  for  the  written 
thought.  Through  these  two  windows 
opening  wide  on  the  world,  the  ideas  can 
come  and  go.  What  does  it  matter  if 
over  the  third  window  the  shade  re- 
mains drawn.  The  day  penetrates  bright- 
ly enough  into  the  interior  to  permit  an 
active  life.  It  is  in  the  external  life,  in 
the  material  life,  that  the.  blind  man  is 
greatly  handicapped.  Intellectually  he 
is  on  a  par  with  others.  Helen  Keller 
writes,  T  would  like  to  live  forever,  be- 
cause there  are  so  many  beautiful  things 
to  learn.'  I  believe  there  is  often  more 
equilibrium  and  judgment  in  an  intelli- 
gent blind  person  of  good  education,  than 
of  another  with  similar  intellectual  equip- 
ment and  learning,  who  is  not  blind." 

"I  believe  that  to  study  the  Braille  al- 
phabet is  less  difficult  for  a  child  than  to 
study  the  seeing  alphabet." 


IDEAS    AND    INDICATIONS.      GIVEN  FROM 
THE  STUDY  OF  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS, 
COMPARED  WITH   OUR  ACTIVITIES 

If  our  best  test  of  human  truth  is 
former  experience,  the  policy  of  the  As- 
sociation in  studying  the  work  for  the 
blind  throughout  the  world  and  in  learn- 
ing, when  possible  at  first  hand  what  to 
do  and  what  not  to  do  from  observing  the 
successes  and  failures  of  other  organiza- 
tions, should  be  not  only  endorsed,  but 
its  consequent  actions  should  be  liberally 
supported  by  the  community. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  BECOMING 
GENERAL 

It  is  self-evident  that  the  prevention 
of  blindness  by  the  means  suggested  by 
our  special  committee  working  in  co- 
operation with  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, is  humane  and  essential.  The 
recent  efl^orts  in  England,  France, 
Prague,  Japan,  and  elsewhere,  in  this  di- 
rection have  received  a  great  impetus 
from  our  example.  In  Germany  the  reg- 
ulation of  midwives  by  law  makes  that 
country  our  superior  and  teacher  in  this 
respect.  The  lay  work  for  Prevention  of 
Blindness  in  France  and  England  are 
active  and  show  a  helpful  spirit  of  co-op- 
eration. Efforts  to  educate  the  blind  in  the 
public  schools  are  helped  and  endorsed  by 
the  special  attention  given  to  this  subject 
recently  in  Japan  and  England,  and  the 
example  in  England  of  special  classes  for 
near-sighted  children,  with  careful  treat- 
ment, proper  glasses  and  large  print, 
the  loss  of  sight  is  often  prevented,  and 
later  sometimes  normal  vision  is  gained. 
This  idea  should  be  suggestive  to  us. 

SCHOOLS 
A  GREAT  BLIND  WORKER 

The  school  at  Overbrook  has  on  file 
accurate  records  of  over  5,000  cases  of 
blindness,  practically  all  of  these  have 
been  the  work  of  Mr.  Delfino,  the  field 
officer  of  that  institution.  We  quote  from 
the  report  of  the  president  of  Over- 
brook,  Mr.  Cadwalder :  'Tt  is  largely 
owing  to  Mr.  Delfino's  energy,  to  his 
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tact,  and  to  his  ability,  that  he  has  so 
aroused  the  interest  of  parents  and 
guardians  of  the  blind  in  Pennsylvania 
that  both  this  school  and  that  at  Pitts- 
burgh are  now  full,  ours  for  the  first 
time  since  we  moved  to  Overbrook, 
Pittsburgh  for  the  first  time  in  its  com- 
paratively short  history."   "\lr. 

Delfino  graduated  from  our  school  in 
1901.  A  few  years  before,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  he  lost  his  sight  and  one  arm 
in  consequence  of  an  accident  in  a  quarry 
in  which  he  worked  as  a  laborer.  With 
this  handicap,  and  unable  to  speak  Eng- 
lish or  to  read  or  write  in  Italian,  he  began 
his  education  at  our  school,  and  since 
then  his  steady  intellectual  development 
has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  a  source 
of  consolation  and  of  hope  to  those  who 
teach  in  schools  for  the  blind." 

REPORT  OF  FIELD  OFFICER  OF  OVERBROOK 
SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

In  his  very  interesting  report,  Mr.  Del- 
fino says : 

The  field  officer  finds  that  some  physi- 
cians are  reluctant  to  tell  the  parents  the 
true  nature  of  the  child's  disease.  In 
many  cases  the  poor  parents  wait  year 
after  year  hoping  for  the  child's  recov- 
er}' ;  meanwhile  they  spend  the  last  dol- 
lar of  their  earnings  for  medicine  and 
operations.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons 
some  children  are  kept  at  home  waiting 
in  vain  to  recover  that  which  is  irre- 
coverable. In  the  meantime  the  children 
are  left  undeveloped  mentally  and  phy- 
sically. An  illustration  of  this  fact  is 
shown  in  the  following :  A  kind-hearted 
oculist  had  under  his  care  two  brothers 
who  were  suffering  from  congenital 
blindness.  He  treated  one  of  them  for 
three  years,  and  never  told  the  parents 
that  the  boy  could  never  see  sutificiently 
to  attend  the  public  school.  When  he 
was  asked  his  candid  opinion  as  to  the 
possible  recovery  of  the  children  he  em- 
phatically said,  "They  are  absolutely  in- 
curable." Then  he  was  asked  why  he 
hadn't  told  the  parents,  to  which  he  re- 
plied that  they  were  very  sensitive  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  hurt  their  feelings. 
Evidently  the  doctor  thought  that  the 


nerves  of  the  parents  were  of  more  im- 
portance than  the  education  and  training 
of  their  afflicted  offspring.  As  soon  as 
the  doctor  revealed  the  true  facts  to  the 
parents,  they  decided  to  send  the  children 
to  school. 

In  many  instances,  through  the 
thoughtlessness  of  parents  and  the  over- 
indulgence of  other  relatives,  the  blind 
child  is  helped  to  be  helpless,  and  is  per- 
mitted to  grow  like  a  weed  or  plant  on  the 
wayside,  without  care  or  training.  This 
fault  is  found  not  only  among  the  poor. 

A   NEW  SITE  FOR  THE  PERKINS  INSTITU- 
TION FOR  THE  BLIND 

It  is  a  gratifying  fact  that  while  we 
struggle  to  do  our  best  in  very  straight- 
ened circumstances,  the  Perkins  Institu- 
tion for  the  blind,  next  to  the  oldest  in 
the  country,  has  in  addition  to  its  al- 
ready prosperous  condition  received  this 
year  an  additional  million  and  a  half  dol- 
lars. We  believe  that  there  is  no  one  in 
the  work  for  the  blind  who  could  spend 
this  money  more  wisely  than  the  Director 
of  that  institution,  Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
who  rebuilt  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook,  of  which  he 
was  then  superintendent.  He  has  per- 
suaded the  trustees  of  Perkins  to  move 
the  school  from  its  former  cramped 
quarters  to  Watertown,  a  suburb  of  Bos- 
ton, where  32  acres  along  the  Charles 
river  and  adjoining  Cambridge,  has  been 
secured.  There  is  a  fresh  water  lake 
which  offers  inducements  for  aquatic 
sports  for  the  blind,  in  which  they  have 
already  shown  themselves  so  proficient 
and  able. 

.\  SIGNIFIC.XNT  EFFORT  IN  TE.\CHING 

Mr.  Allen  says :  "Definite  normal  in- 
structions for  our  advanced  piano  pupils 
with  private  pupils  of  their  own — chil- 
dren with  sight — has  been  begun  and 
was  insisted  upon.  Most  of  the  gradu- 
ates of  Perkins  who  follow  music  as  a 
livelihood  will  be  teachers  rather  than 
performers.  We  have  already  told  of 
the  requirement  at  Perkins  that  blind 
piano  tuners  must  tune  the  pianos  of  the 
public  schools.    (See  Second  Report.) 
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MUCH  TO  BE  LEARNED  FROM  FOREIGN 
SCHOOLS 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  write  011 
schools  for  the  bHnd — much  can  be  learn- 
ed from  foreign  institutions,  especially 
in  Paris  and  \'ienna,  on  the  Continent  and 
in  England  (ist  report,  p.  24 — 2nd  re- 
port, p.  15  ).  Their  scholarly  attitude  and 
work  for  the  blind,  its  history  and  litera- 
ture, is  interesting.  Dr.  Wagner  and  Dr. 
Mell  are  very  impressive.  In  their  sta- 
tistical knowledge  and  their  love  of  and 
equipment  of  information  on  all  topics 
allied  to  their  work  in  Prague  and 
Vienna.  Their  recent  reports  in  com- 
memoration of  the  75th  and  the  looth 
anniversary  of  the  institutions  were 
books  of  unusual  historic  and  artistic  in- 
terest. We  have  translated  only  a 
short  part  of  one  of  Dr.  Alell's  interest- 
ing articles  on  the  history  of  reading  for 
the  blind. 

AFTER-CARE 

The  Saxon  System  in  Germany  for 
looking  after  the  blind  in  their  own 
homes  and  the  work  done  for  the  out- 
door blind  in  the  Rhine  Provinces,  etc., 
is  helpful  and  admirable.  Long  ago  Dr. 
Howe  felt  that  the  blind  who  had  left 
school  should  not  be  overlooked  and  that 
the  responsibility  of  the  institution  for 
its  pupils  did  not  and  should  not  cease 
when  they  had  left  its  doors. 

Mr.  Allen  writes:  "No  proper  school 
can  desert  its  worthy  graduates,  and  it 
is  its  duty,  as  well  as  its  privilege  to  stand 
back  of  them  and  help  them  to  hel])  them- 
selves. It  is  impossible  to  restrict  the 
activities  of  our  work  to  any  one  age ; 
we  are  to  help  the  blind,  our  object  is  to 
prevent  the  handicap  and  to  overcome  it 
wherever  it  exists  to  the  largest  possible 
degree. 

Dr.  Howe  also  wrote  against  the  hous- 
ing of  the  adult  blind  in  asylums  :  "The 
more  I  reflect  upon  the  subject  the  more 
I  see  objections  in  principal  and  practice 
to  asyliuns.  What  right  have  we  to  pack 
of¥  the  poor,  the  old,  the  blind  into  asy- 
lums ?  They  are  of  us,  our  brothers  and 
sisters — they   belong   in    families — they 


are  deprived  of  the  tlearest  relations  of 
life  in  being  put  away  in  masses  in  asy- 
lums. Asylums  generally  are  the  off- 
spring of  a  low  order  of  feeling;  their 
chief  recommendation  often  is  that  they 
do  cheaply  what  we  ought  to  think  only 
of  doing  well." 


MADAME  VON  PARADIS 
This  blind  godchild  of  the  Empress  Maria 
Teresa  was  one  of  the  first  teachers  of  the  blind; 
a  composer  and  charming  person  whom  we  are 
told  danced  most  beautifully.  ( Courtesy  of 
Director  Mell  of  Vienna) 

METHODS  OF    HOUSING   AND  EMPLOYING 
THE  BLIND 

In  touching  on  the  foreign  work  for 
the  blind,  it  is  well  to  say  that  there  are 
four  forms,  both  abroad  and  here,  in 
which  the  work  for  the  blind  may  be 
roughly  said  to  fall. 

OLD  FORM  OF  INSTITUTION 

First  we  have  the  usual  kind  of  insti- 
tution, generally  supported  by  a  govern- 
ment entirely  or  in  part.  This  includes 
perhaps  the  kindergarten,  the  school, 
work  for  adult  blind  men  and  women, 
sometimes  there  is  in  connection  with 
these  institutions  also  a  home  for  the 
aged  and  infirm,  they  are  usually  in  one  or 
more  large  buildings. 

THE  COLONY  SYSTEM 

A  cheap  and  wholesale  method  of  pro- 
viding for  the  blind  is  in  the  Colony  Sys- 
tem. It  has  lately  been  extensively  acted 
upon,  and  very  large  and  model  colonies 
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for  the  blind  exist  in  Germany.  Tlie  sec- 
retary investigated  two  leading  examples 
of  this  kind  of  provision  for  the  blind, 
at  Duren  and  Chemnitz,  the  former, 
though  less  elaborate  than  the  latter,  is 
limited  to  the  blind  who  are  provided 


girls'  home.  The  men  of  working  age 
have  their  building  with  admirable  din- 
ing and  recreation  rooms  and  bowling 
alley ;  the  Director  at  Duren  is  an 
enthusiast,  as  the  best  workers  must 
be,  and  is  bound  to  make  strong  men  and 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
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for  in  separate  houses,  in  ample  grounds. 
The  kindergartens  including  pleasant 
sunny  rooms  and  a  museum  of  objects 
for  the  blind  children  to  look  at  with  their 
fingers,  is  quite  separate  from  the  small 
boys  and  girls,  and  they  are  divided  from 
the  larger  boys'  building  and  the  older 


women  out  of  his  pupils.  In  these  mod- 
ern colonies  the  sexes  are  kept  apart  in 
separate  cottages  and  each  age  is  edu- 
cated and  housed  separately.  The  chil- 
dren are  also  allotted  little  garden 
patches  to  cultivate. 

The  second  colony  visited,  at  Chem- 
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nitz,  includes  besides  the  noniial  blind, 
the  defective  bhnd  and  defective  seeing. 
This  colony  possesses  beautiful  grounds 
and  elaborate  modern  equipment. 

COTTAGE  SYSTEM 

The  next  form  of  institution  is  apt  to 
have  the  kindergarten  and  school  sep- 
arate and  the  children  of  different  ages 
and  grades  cared  for  in  different  build- 
ings with  a  house  mother  in  each  build- 
ing. The  shop  for  adult  blind  is  usually 
quite  by  itself  and  if  there  is  a  home  for 
the  aged  and  infirm,  it  is  also  widely  se])- 
arate  from  the  other  phases  of  the  work. 

THE  BLIND  EDUCATED  AND  EMPLOYED 
WITH  THE  SEEING 

A  modern  form  of  caring  for  the  blind 
is  to  send  the  children  to  the  school,  per- 
haps to  the  public  school,  to  have  the 
workshops  for  the  men  and  women  sep- 
arate, at  a  distance  from  each  other,  and 
without  any  provision  for  lodgings,  so 
that  the  tendency  is  for  the  workers  to 
have  their  normal  home  lives  with  their 
sighted  families  and  to  go  out  to  their 
daily  tasks.  The  same  idea  should  hold 
good  in  their  .sports  and  entertainments, 
which  should,  wherever  possible,  be 
shared  with  the  seeing. 

The  aged  and  infirm  blind  to  be  cared 
for  in  suitable  homes,  preferably  with 
the  sighted,  and  not  segregated  with 
those  similarly  afflicted.  Where  these 
methods  are  followed,  every  effort  is 
made  to  bring  the  blind  in  contact  with 
the  seeing,  at  home  and  abroad,  to  have 
them  employed  in  offices,  shops,  fac- 
tories, and  other  activities,  with  a  strong 
emphasis  put  on  the  need  of  the  preven- 
tion of  blindness  wherever  possible.  This 
is  the  policy  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind. 

WORK  SHOPS 

Workshops  for  blind  men  here  and 
abroad  are  regarded  as  a  crying  need  in 
all  civilized  communities,  and  the  ten- 
dency to  separate  the  workshop  from  the 
man's  living  place,  is  increasing.  The  best 
shops  in  Germany,  Austria,  England,  and 
elsewhere  make  provision  for  recreation 
for  the  men.    In  Duren,   in   the  Rhine 


province,  and  in  Vieima  at  the  men's 
working  home,  the  men  have  pleasant 
recreation  rooms  and  dining  rooms,  and 
admirable  bowling  alleys. 

A  GOOD  PLANT  A  GOOD  INVESTMENT 

In  Gla.sgow,  provision  was  being  made 
when  the  secretary  visited  the  institu- 
tion, for  a  roof-garden  and  restaurant  for 
the  men ;  such  arrangements  prove,  not 
only  humane  and  agreeable  to  the  work- 
ers, but  a  wise  investment  on  the  part  of 
the  managers  of  the  Association  which 
is  trying  to  make  the  factory  a  paying  in- 
stitution. The  conclusion  seems  to  be 
that  those  institutions  which  accept  con- 
tinually untrained  and  incapable  work- 
men, asking  only  that  they  shall  be  in- 
dustrious and  faithful,  must  have  a  de- 
ficit in  the  department  in  which  these  peo- 
ple are  employed.  These  institutions 
which  are  run  on  a  purely  business  basis, 
employing  only  expert  blind  people,  and 
not  handicapping  themselves  by  teaching 
the  adult  blind  a  trade  and  then  permit- 
ting them  to  work  independently,  can 
make  a  profit,  sometimes  a  large  one ; 
this,  as  in  all  commercial  enterprises,  de- 
pends largely  on  the  acuteness  of  the 
manager  and  the  excellence  of  the  plant 
with  which  he  has  to  work.  The  modern 
tendency,  especially  abroad,  is  to  teach 
the  men  their  profession  and  then  to  let 
them  go  back  to  their  former  homes  and 
practice  it.  In  many  instances  the  blind 
man  is  put  under  the  supervision  of  his 
town  or  some  speciar  individual  who  vis- 
its him  from  time  to  time  and  helps  him 
to  obtain  work  and  aids  him  with  advice, 
encouragement,  and  at  times  by  giving 
him  necessary  funds.  Often  the  tools 
and  materials  are  furnished  free,  or  at 
cost,  from  the  institution  from  which 
the  man  has  graduated.  This  plan 
is  an  admirable  one,  and  the  Associa- 
tion ho])es  in  time  that  it  will  do 
more  work  in  placing  out  of  the  blind 
and  enabling  them  to  start  inde- 
pendently as  wage-earners.  It  has 
no  desire  to  employ  its  able  blind  men  in- 
definitely, but  wishes  to  teach  them  how 
to  be  blind,  and  then  to  help  them  to 
help  themselves  on  as  independent  a  foot- 
ing as  possible. 
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PRACTICAL  INVENTION  FOR  CHAIR-CANING 

The  secretary  was  glad  to  find  an  in- 
vention of  Mr.  Fisher,  the  teacher 
of  the  bHnd  workmen  in  the  Listitute  for 
the  BHnd  at  Hamburg,  which  it  is  hojjed 
may  prove  of  practical  use  in  the  work- 
shop. The  advantage  of  this  invention  is 
that  while  it  holds  the  chair  firmly,  it  can 
be  regulated  so  as  to  be  practical  for  the 
worker  standing  or  easily  adjusted  for 
him  to  work  seated  (see  i^age  34). 

liLIND    women's    work  ABROAD 

The  blind  woman's  work  in  Europe,  as 
here,  is  a  more  difficult  problem  than  the 
employment  of  the  men.  A  de- 
parture from  what  we  are  used  to  in  this 
country  is  the  extensive  making  of  brush- 
es by  blind  women ;  many  of  these 
brushes  have  the  bristles  or  broom  fas- 
tened into  the  holes  of  the  brush  back  by 
molten  pitch,  hi  Berlin  they  have  a  very 
large  room,  the  "Pecherie"  or  pitchery, 
where  great  numbers  of  women  are  em- 
ployed dipping  the  little  bunches  of 
bristles  into  vessels  containing  boiling 
pitch.  The  first  sight  of  this  industry 
makes  a  tremendous  impression.  It 
seems  little  less  than  terrible  to  put 
blind  women  to  work  by  steaming  ves- 
sels of  dangerous  boiling  fluid.  But  one 
soon  becomes  u.sed  to  it  and  it  is  inter- 
esting to  find  that  there  is  great  rivalry 
between  the  blind  women  to  be  given  a 
])lace  in  this  work,  which  is  considered 
wholesome  and  pays  better  than  any  other 
work  ofifered  to  them.  The  institutions 
abroad  are  much  helped  by  securing  large 
orders  from  the  army,  the  city  street 
cleaning  department,  etc.,  for  their  brush- 
es and  other  wares. 


ROPE  MAKING 

Rope  making  by  the  blind  men  is  car- 
ried on  in  many  parts  of  Europe.  It  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  very  profitable  occupa- 
tion, but  what  can  be  made  out  of  it  de- 
pends largely  on  the  location  of  the  in- 
stitution. For  example,  in  seaboard 
towns,  or  near  rivers  where  there  is  a 


great  supply  of  rope  required,  this  in- 
dustry will  pay. 

BASKET  MAKING 

The  making  of  baskets  of  willow,  reed 
and  other  materials,  is  a  standard  in- 
dustry for  the  blind  workmen  almost 
everywhere.  It  is  interesting  to  see  how 
beautifully  all  forms  of  willow  work 
are  made  in  the  Imperial  Institution  for 
the  Blind  at  Konigswiisterberg ;  here,  not 
only  are  all  forms  of  baskets  produced 
by  the  blind,  including  the  roughest  kind 
of  market  baskets,  baskets  for  the  trans- 
portation of  large  bottles,  up  to  the  most 
exquisitely  fine  work  baskets  and  beauti- 
ful examples  of  willow  furniture.  The 
Emperor  William  has  recently  ordered 
the  blind  to  make  the  chairs  for  the  Im- 
])erial  yacht  Hohenzollenn ;  they  are 
further  to  help  to  furnish  the  palace  at 
Corfu,  and  experiments  were  being  made 
in  rug  weaving  for  this  purpose. 

BLIND  TUNERS 

Tuning  has  long  been  recognized  as  an 
admirable  occu])ation  for  the  blind  pos- 
sessing adequate  ear  and  education ;  but 
Mr.  Allen's  report  of  a  monopoly  by 
blind  tuners  in  the  largest  piano  factory 
in  the  world  is  particularly  significant. 
He  writes  of  Gebr.  Zimmermann  Co., 
Leipzig,*  "Just  think  of  it,  a  German 
piano  manufacturing  firm  with  a  yearly 
output  of  8,000  instruments,  and  said 
to  be  the  largest  in  Europe,  giving  all  its 
piano  tuning  to  blind  men."  Thirty  blind 
tuners  are  employed  in  this  one  factory 
alone.  The  blind  and  the  seeing  should 
appreciate  the  significance  of  this  fact. 
The  Germans  are  good  business  men,  and 
no  matter  how  great  hearted  the  manager 
of  this  factory  might  be,  his  effort  would 
be  to  secure  the  best  tuners  to  be  had. 
He  has  doubtless  done  this,  and  has  not  a 
sighted  tuner  in  the  place. 

THE  BLIND  AS  SALESMEN 

The  blind  have  made,  when  properly 
equipped,  not  only  excellent  salesmen, 
but  storekeepers  and  managers  of  busi- 

*From  The  Outlook  for  the  Blind. 
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MODEL  STOr-(E  FOR  INSTRUCTION  IN  PRACTICAL  SALESMANSHIP 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind.    Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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ness  enterprises.  In  order  that  their  abil- 
ity in  these  Hnes  with  insufficient  prep- 
aration to  make  them  experts,  should  not 
permit  them  any  longer,  as  in  the  past,  to 
frequently  become  beggars  and  peddlers, 
but  that  their  talents  may  be  productive 
of  great  help  to  themselves,  as  well  as 
to  others,  there  is  a  movement  in  up-to- 
date  work  for  the  blind,  especially  in 
schools,  to  give  to  those  suitable  blind 
boys  a  thorough  course  and  practical  ex- 
perience in  shopkeeping.  The  accom- 
panying illustration  from  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution,  shows  one 
phase  of  this  up-to-date  scheme,  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  girls  are 
to  have  the  same  privileges  and  stimulus 
which  will  add  a  new  opening  for  them. 
The  Association  hopes  to  profit  by  these 
admirable  suggestions  and  extend  its 
teaching  in  this  line. 

STENOGR.XPIIY  .\XD  TYPEWRITING 

^Vhile  stenography  for  the  blind  is  not 
generally  in  use  on  the  Continent,  the 
progress  that  it  has  made  in  England  and 
the  colonies,  is  most  encouraging  to  the 
co-operators  of  the  Association  who  have 
done  such  splendid  work  in  this  depart- 
ment. The  Prime  Minister  of  New  Zea- 
land, recently  had  his  speech  taken  by  a 
blind  stenographer.  This  is  the  first  rec- 
ord we  have  of  so  high  a  functionary  be- 
ing reported  by  a  blind  man,  but  we  hope 
that  it  is  an  indication  that  the  blind  as 
stenographers  will  become  generally  ac- 
ceptable. The  public  stenography  sta- 
tions in  England  where  blind  stenogra- 
phers are  employed,  are  doing  very  well, 
and  the  work  that  our  own  New  York 
blind  stenographers  have  done  this  year, 
has  been  all  that  we  could  wish  from 
sighted  stenographers ;  we  may  even  say 
that  we  wish  that  we  could  find  as  good 
extra  sighted  help  when  in  need  of  it. 

A  VISITOR  FROM  JAP.VN 

A  very  interesting  visitor  welcomed  at 
our  Light  House  was  Mr.  Tadasu  Yoshi- 
moto,  of  Tokio,  Japan.  A  graduate  of 
Oxford,  and  a  student  of  social  matters, 
he  came  in  behalf  of  the  Japanese  govern- 


ment to  study  the  activities  for  the  blind 
of  America,  as  he  had  already  familiar- 
ized himself  with  those  of  Europe  and 
Asia.  The  paper  which  he  read  on 
"The  Blind  in  Japan,"  at  the  convention 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind  in  Ohio,  is 
printed  on  page  52. 


Ik. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE 
BLIND 

Secretary  Taking  Dictation  on  the  Stainsby- 
Wayne  Shorthand  Machine 


JAPANESE  WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND 

It  is  largely  owing  to  Mr.  YoshimotoV 
enthusiasm  that  Tokio  is  now  to  have  an 
Association  for  the  Blind  similar  to  that 
in  New  York.  "A  new  and  large  society 
for  the  blind  has  recently  been  formed  in 
Japan  and  is  called  the  Japan  Blind  As- 
sociation. The  government  has  granted 
a  sum  of  money  and  a  Braille  printing 
machine,  and  has  promised  to  give  as- 
sistance annually." 
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COLLEGE  OF  TEACHERS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  College  of  Teachers  for  the  Blind 
in  England  is  doing  good  work,  32  can- 
didates presenting  themselves  for  ex- 
amination; of  these  19  passed,  11  failed 
and  2  withdrew. 

From  the  October  number  of  "The 
Blind,"  Henry  J.  Wilson,  Editor,  53  Vic- 
toria St.,  Westminster,  London. 


us  all.  The  Convention  of  American 
Workers  for  the  Blind  was  held  at 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Mr.  Eben  B.  Morford 
of  our  Executive  Committee  attended  as 
a  delegate  in  behalf  of  his  own  work  in 
Brooklyn,  and  Mr.  \Vm.  Hale  Patrick, 
President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club,  as  a 
delegate  for  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind. 


A  BLIND  CUTLER  AND  HIS  FAMILY 
This  man  supports  himself  and  family  by  the  sale  of  cutlery  which  he  makes  himself 
(Given  by  courtesy  of  Valentin  Haiiy  Association) 


COMMISSIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Utah,  Delaware, 
and  New  Jersey ;  all  of  them  report  prog- 
ress, and  Massachusetts,  the  oldest  com- 
mission, furnished  a  report  of  particular 
interest. 

CONVENTIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

There  have  been  a  number  of  conven- 
tions of  especial  interest  to  the  blind. 
The  one  in  Naples,  Italy,  was  attended  by 
our  vice-president,  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis, 
who  spoke  (in  French)  on  the  prevention 
of  blindness.  As  usual,  his  trip  abroad 
was  fruitful  of  help  and  inspiration  for 


WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  BALTIMORE 

In  addition  to  the  preventive  work  and 
the  removal  from  the  old  institution  and 
contemplated  move  of  the  School  for  the 
Blind  in  Baltimore,  to  the  country,  the 
opening  of  a  new  workshop  there  is  note- 
worthy. 

WORK  IN  GENERAL 

It  is  impossible,  in  this  limited  report, 
to  give  a  complete  account  of  the  work 
studied  this  summer  by  the  secretary  or 
of  the  many  admirable  undertakings  to 
help  the  blind.  Perhaps  it  is  sufficient 
here  to  say  that  it  is  inspiring  to  see  what 
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could  be  accomplished  abroad  by  the  blind 
of  ability  when  they  were  given  oppor- 
tunity, and  what  the  blind  even  of  feeble 
physique  and  limited  capacity  could,  do 
under  the  inspiration  of  such  leaders  as 
Director  Mell  of  Vienna.,  Dr.  Richter  of 
Prague,  M.  de  la  Sizaranne,  whose  enthu- 
siasm and  scholarship  has  given  them  an 
insight  into  the  capacity  and  the  fields 
open  to  the  blind  that  has  enabled  them, 
through  their  untiring  devotion  and  love 
for  their  wards,  to  accomplish  miracles. 

WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  PROVED 
ESSENTIAL 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  what  the 
Association  has  started,  in  its  youth  and 
poverty,  to  do  in  its  workshop,  classes, 
home  teaching,  clubs,  museum,  and 
through  social  service,  is  endorsed  by 
the  great  tiphlophiles  and  activities  for 
the  blind  of  the  world  as  sane,  economic, 
practical  and  humane,  and  that  the  ideals 
which  it  has  for  its  work  in  the  future 
are  all  possible  and  greatly  needed  to  give 
to  our  blind  light  through  work,  and  that 
the  only  thing  required  to  make  its 
dreams  helpful  facts,  is  the  co-operation 
of  the  public  for  which  we  beg,  and  for 
which  Helen  Keller  has  begged  so  elo- 
quentlv  in  her  letter  to  the  people  of  New 
York.  ^ 

RKCOCNITION  OF  CO-OPERATION 

W  e  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  gen- 
erously contributed  to  us  in  time,  effort, 
money  and  other  gifts.  We  are  especial- 
ly grateful  to  the  press  which  has  been 
a  great  friend  in  need  and  has  helped  to 
support  us  in  our  hour  of  trouble. 

The  stafif  and  our  many  co-operators 
have  given  noble  service,  and  but  for  the 
faithfulness  of  Miss  Rogers,  who  has  had 
the  lion's  share  of  responsibility  and  la- 
bor, this  report  in  many  phases  would  not 
have  been  possible. 

LIFE  S.AVING 

There  is  not  a  little  life  saving  done  at 
our  Light  House,  and  the  tact  and  ingen- 
uity required  for  this  rescue  work  is  great. 
Appeals  come  to  us  from  other  countries 
and  states,  from  blind  people  themselves 


or  from  their  distracted  relatives  who 
have  seen  the  darkness  closing  in  around 
the  stricken  one  and  have  watched  its 
numbing  effect,  the  growing  listlessness 
and  bitterness,,  followed  by  despondency 
which  they  could  not  relieve. 

A  BLIND  MAN   WRECKED  BECAUSE  THERE 
WAS  NO  LIGHT  HOUSE 

The  other  day,  in  a  state  that  has  no 
Light  House,  the  friends  and  family  of  a 
young  man  were  shocked  to  find  that  he 
had  killed  himself.  He  had  always  been 
an  exceptionally  clever  and  alive  person 
until  his  recent  blindness ;  when  this 
came  upon  him  suddenly,  the  only  thing 
that  those  who  cared  for  him  thought  of 
doing  to  make  things  easier  was  to  be  sor- 
ry for  him,  and  he  grew  so  sorry  for  him- 
self too,  that  his  end  was  inevitable,  li 
there  had  been  a  Light  Houes  for  the 
blind  to  which  he  could  have  turned  in 
his  distress  and  where  he  could  have 
learned  how  to  be  blind,  he  might  still  be 
a  useful  citizen. 

A  BLIND  MAN  SUPPORTING  HIS  FAMILY 
AGAIN   BECAUSE   HE  LEARNED  HOW 
TO  BE  BLIND  AT  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE 

For  example,  a  friend  of  ours  lost  his 
sight  and  was  equally  depressed ;  and 
maddened  by  the  thought  of  not  being 
able  to  support  his  wife  and  small  chil- 
dren, in  a  state  of  the  greatest  de- 
spondency he  was  brought  to  our  Light 
House.  At  the  time  his  family  and  he 
were  being  kept  from  beggary  by  one 
of  our  charitable  organizations  which 
paid  their  rent.  We  wfere  fortunate 
enough  to  be  able  to  help  this  man  for 
whom  we  found  a  profitable  occupation. 
Our  pride  and  satisfaction  was  as  great 
as  his  own  when,  after  some  weeks  at  his 
new  work,  he  voluntarily  sent  to  the  char- 
itable organization  and  thanked  them  for 
their  aid  which  he  said  that  he  no  longer 
needed,  as  thanks  to  the  Light  House,  he 
was  no  longer  shipwrecked  or  in  dis- 
tress, but  on  his  own  feet  again. 

AN  APPEAL  FROM  A  BLIND  BUSINESS  MAN 
AT  THE  POOR  HOUSE 

Here  is  a  letter  from  a  former  active 
business  man  who  writes  to  us  from  the 
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Poorhouse  in  a  western  state.  "Having 
listened  to  an  article  from  an  eastern 
magazine  regarding  the  ability  of  blind 
people  under  proper  teaching,  1  would 
like  to  get  into  an  educational  institu- 
tion. .  .  .  there  is  no  place  in  this  state 
except  a  school,  from  which  I  am  de- 
barred by  age,  being  44  years  old.  I  have 
been  active  all  my  life  until  five  years 
ago ;  since  then,  I  have  gradually  become 
totally  blind. 

"This  being  the  Poor  farm  as  well  as 
the  hospital,  the  life  here  is  very  monoto- 
nous. The  change  from  idleness  and 
morbid  thoughts  would  be  a  most  happy 
one  for  me.  Despondency  caused  three 
blind  men  here  to  commit  suicide ;  the 
tension  was  too  strong.  Idleness  and 
lack  of  suitable  company.  You  will  un- 
derstand that  I  did  not  come  to  this 
place  until  I  had  spent  my  last  dollar  in 
trying  to  regain  my  sight,  but  now  I  will 
have  to  travel  in  darkness  the  rest  of  my 
life.  If  you  can  advise  or  help  me  into 
some  place  away  from  this  dreary  wait- 
ing. I  shall  ever  remain 

Gratefully  yours, 

HELP  AT  LONG  DISTANCE 

Of  course  we  did  for  this  poor  man 
what  we  could  at  long  distance,  but  it  is 
a  melancholy  fact  that,  owing  to  lack  of 
funds,  there  are  many  blind  people  who 
are  our  neighbors,  whom  we  are  not  able 
to  help  as  we  wish  to. 

HELP    SUPPORT    WHAT    CANNOT    BE  PAID 
FOR 

The  Association's  activities  are  par- 
ticularly appropriate  for  the  use  of  last- 
ing memorials  through  investments  which 
bring  continuous  help  and  cheer  and  re- 
lieve the  lives  of  the  blind.  Suggestions 
for  memorials  of  this  kind  will  gladly  be 
made  by  the  Secretary. 

This  organization  is  three  years  old.  It 
started  with  a  capital  of  $400.  Today  it 
has  proved  to  the  sighted  as  well  as  the 
blind  the  need  from  an  economic  as  well 
as  a  humanitarian  point  for  what  it  is  do- 
ing. Regardless  of  the  cost  in  self-sac- 
rifice and  strength,  it  has  pressed 
towards  its  ideal.    Its  officers  seek  only 


the  privilege  of  service,  and  knowing  in- 
timately the  demand  for  the  work  and  its 
possibilities,  long  to  realize  them.  This 
can  only  be  done  to  a  satisfactory  de- 
gree if  the  public  will  give  us  the  funds. 
We  love  the  task  enough,  and  our  output 
of  energy  is  great  enough  to  acct)mpliNli 
our  ends.  But  time  and  strength  is  taken 
away  from  important  work  by  the  con- 
stant need  of  begging  for  our  very  exis- 
tence. We  have  only  sufficient  income 
for  our  minute  working  capital  to  pay 
part  of  the  small  salaries  of  the  members 
of  our  staff.  We  have  started  a  second 
hundred  thousand  dollars  towards  a 
working  fund  which  should  be  large 
enough  to  pay  at  least  our  teachers  and 
necessary  staff.  Will  you,  who  have  read 
this  report  and  realize  what  our  Or- 
ganization stands  for,  help  to  raise  suffi- 
cient money  to  enable  us  to  put  all  our 
strength  into  the  work,  and  not  into  con- 
triving for  a  livelihood  for  the  organi- 
zation and  planning  how  to  obtain  the 
best  results  with  a  plant  insufficient  for 
their  realization  ? 

The  success  of  our  activities  depends 
on  an  amount  of  tact,  ingenuity,  patience, 
sympathy  and  industry  which  can  never 
be  paid  for.  Will- you  not  at  least  subsi- 
dise it  as  much  as  is  in  your  power  so  that 
we  may  do  our  best  not  only  to  prevent 
unnecessary  blindness,  but  that  we  may 
also  have  an  equipment  sufficient  to  make 
it  possible  for  our  lighhouse  to  offer  the 
blind  man.  woman  or  child  the  greatest 
opportunity  and  the  brightest  horizon 
possible  for  their  blind  outlook. 

IMMEDIATE  NEEDS 

We  need  money  at  once  for  guides  and 
car  fares  for  our  Blind  to  take  them  to 
work  and  to  entertainments ;  for  salaries 
for  teachers,  rent  for  our  head  office,  rent 
for  our  factory,  a  proper  building  for  a 
workshop,  and  a  proper  "Lighthouse," 
which  should  include  in  addition  to  the 
offices,  a  club  room  and  a  gymnasium  with 
a  swimming  pool.  Close  your  eyes  and 
think  what  blindness  means — then 
through  us  help  the  blind  to  self-help. 

Winifred  Holt, 

Sccrctar 
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"Just  a  few  lines  to  tell  you  how  I  appreciate  all  the  great  work  that  you  are  doing  at 
S9th  Street,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  hard  work.  You  know  that  I  had  perfect  sight  nearly  all 
my  life,  and  I  realize  how  difficult  it  must  be  to  teach  some  of  these  people  who  have 
never  seen.    God  bless  and  prosper  the  work." — From  aw  appreciative  blind  woman. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Pupil  Learning  to  Operate  Switch  Board 


This  Association  has  attacked  its  problem  with  a  zeal  and  efficiency  not  always 
found  in  a  philanthropic  organization. 

When  we  think  what  it  means  to  be  blind,  and  when  we  reflect  that  about  thirty 
per  cent,  of  infant  blindness  is  preventable,  we  realize  profoundly  the  value  of  this 
Association's  propaganda.    Its  services  in  individual  cases  are  simply  inestimable. 

— Editorial  from  C/iica»o  Eveyiing  Post. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 
ON  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler 


The  Special  Committee  on  the  Preven- 
tion of  BHndness,  appointed  June  i,  1908, 
with  a  membership  of  four  physicians  and 
six  laymen,  the  former  comprising  the 
Health  Officers  of  the  State  and  City  of 
New  York  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  has  its  du- 
ties defined  as  follows:  "The  object  and 
scope  of  this  Committee  shall  be  to  ascer- 
tain the  direct  causes  of  preventable  blind- 
ness, and  to  take  such  measures,  in  co- 
operation with  the  medical  profession,  as 
shall  lead  to  the  elimination  of  such 
causes." 

Entering  almost  immediately  upon  the 
summer  vacation,  the  Committee  held  its 
first  meeting  on  the  5th  of  June,  for  the 
purposes  of  organization  chiefly,  and  to 
prepare  for  future  work.  It  appointed 
Miss  Holt  as  its  representative  at  the  In- 
ternational Conference  on  the  Blind,  to 
be  held  in  Manchester,  England,  in  July, 
and  then  adjourned  until  the  autumn.* 

The  first  office  of  the  Committee,  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Association,  proved 
too  small,  and  a  room  was  secured  in  the 
building  adjoining  that  of  the  "United 
Charities"  Building,  on  Fourth  Avenue, 
where  the  office  of  the  Committee  now  is 
and  where  the  work  of  the  past  year  has 
been  conducted,  with  Mr.  George  Allen 
Hubbell  as  Executive  Secretary. 


The  work  of  the  Association  during  the 
year,  from  November  i,  1908,  to  No- 
vember I,  1909,  has  been  almost  entirely 
educational  and  legislative  ;  the  former  by 
means  of  publication,  public  speaking  and 
photograph  exhibits ;  the  latter  through 
legislation  sought  and  obtained  at  Albany. 

Publications.  The  publications  of  the 
Committee,  issued  during  the  year,  are  as 
follows : 

No.  I.  Entitled  "The  Prevention  of 
Blindness,"  by  Mr.  George  Allen  Hubbell, 
an  8-page  leaflet,  giving  practical  instruc- 
tions in  regard  to  the  preservation  of  eye- 
sight. This  publication  has  received  the 
approval  of  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis.  57,000 
copies  of  the  little  manual  have  been  is- 
sued, and  the  demand  for  it  continues. 

No.  2.  Entitled  "Children  Who  Need 
Not  Have  Been  Blind,  Prevention  a  Pub- 
lic Duty,"  by  Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler, 
a  pamphlet  of  26  pages,  with  eight  full- 
page  illustrations.  This  publication  deals 
solely  with  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  or 
infant  ophthalmia,  shows  the  infectious, 
virulent  nature  of  the  disease  (which,  ap- 
pearing at  birth,  if  unchecked,  almost  in- 
variably ends  in  total  blindness  within 
ten  days  of  the  birth  of  the  child),  and 
gives  practical  directions  for  the  simple 
measures  to  be  taken  for  prevention.  The 
paper  opens  with  this  startling  announce- 
ment— kept  ever-present  through  the  suc- 


*Miss  Holt's  report  upon  her  mission  to  England  where,  owing  to  her  suggestion,  a  Lay 
Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  was  later  appointed,  is  printed  in  full  in  the  Second 
Report  of  the  Association,  November,  1908,  pages  38-46. 
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ceeding  pages — "It  is  an  astounding  fact, 
one  not  generally  known,  that  one- 
quarter  of  all  the  blind  children  in 
the  blind  schools  of  this  country 
are  unnecessarily  blind." 

This  publication  has  been  thoroughly 
revised  and  approved  by  Dr.  k".  Park 
Lewis  and  by  Dr.  J.  Clifton  Edgar,  both 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Ophthal- 
mia Neonatorum  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  as  also  members  of  the 
Special  Committee  on  Prevention  of 
Blindness.  Three  editions  have  been  is- 
sued, comprising  20,000  copies. 

No.  3.  A  small  folder,  written  by  Mr. 
P.  Tecumseh  Sherman,  gives  a  brief 
statement  of  the  aims  and  object  of  the 
Committee.  6,000  copies  of  this  leaflet 
have  been  printed,  and  another  edition  is 
called  for. 

No.  4.  Single  sheet,  a  reprint,  in  Eng- 
lish, of  the  circular  issued  by  the  State 
Department  of  Health,  entitled:  "Direc- 
tion to  Mothers,  Midwives  and  Nurses 
for  the  Prevention  of  Ophthalmia  Neo- 
natorum ( New-Born  Babies'  Sore 
Eyes)."  30,000  copies  of  this  reprint 
have  been  issued  and  widely  distributed. 
The  original,  official  circular,  issued  by 
the  State  Commissioner  of  Health,  in 
July,  was  printed  in  five  difi^erent  lan- 
guages, English,  Italian,  German,  Polish 
and  Yiddish.  Commissioner  Porter  very 
kindly  sent  us  2,500  copies,  in  each 
language,  of  this  valuable  leaflet,  and  al- 
lowed us  the  use  of  the  plates  for  our  re- 
print. The  publication  of  this  official 
circular  is  in  acordance  with  one  of  the 
recommendations  of  our  Committee  (See 
page  19,  Publication  No.  2). 

The  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  a  so- 
called  "Lay  Committee,"  desires  especial- 
ly to  emphasize  the  fact  that,  dealing 
largely  with  medical  subjects  from  the 
very  nature  of  its  work,  all  such  publica- 
tions are  issued  after  revision  by  and  with 
the  approval  of  the  medical  members  of 
the  Committee.  More  especially  is  the 
Committee  indebted  in  this  connection  to 


Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  the  leader  in  the  cru- 
sade for  the  suppression  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  who  comes  from  IJuffalo  to 
attend  our  meetings,  and  whose  time  and 
professional  knowledge  are  always  to  be 
relied  upon  to  further  the  work  of  the 
C(jmmittee. 

The  continued  demand  for  our  publi- 
cations, from  this  and  other  States, 
evinces  a  wide-spread  and  growing  inter- 
est in  Prevention  of  Blindness.  They 
have  been  circulated  largely  among  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession,  Health 
Officers,  graduate  nurses.  Social  Service 
workers,  at  National  and  State  Conven- 
tions and  other  public  meetings,  while, 
through  magazine  articles  and  the  daily 
press,  the  general  public  is  being  gradual- 
ly informed  of  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject. Several  thousand  copies  have  been 
sent,  by  request,  to  our  sister  society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  in  Mary- 
land ;  while  40,000  copies  have  been 
placed  directly  in  the  homes  of  the  poor 
of  this  State  (Nos.  i  and  4),  through  the 
helpful  agency  of  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING  AND  EXHIBITS 

During  the  year,  our  Executive  Sec- 
retary has  made  addresses  at  the  Nation- 
al Meeting  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  in 
Columbus,  Ohio ;  in  this  City  on  several 
occasions ;  and,  during  a  Lecture  Tour 
last  summer  in  this  State,  accompanied  by 
an  attendant  in  charge  of  slides  and  ex- 
hibit, he  addressed  audiences  in  the 
towns  of  Lockport,  Dunkirk,  North 
Tonawanda,  Binghamton,  Ithaca,  Owego 
LTnion,  Cortland,  Syracuse,  Oswego 
and  Watertown.  The  attendance  aggre- 
gated 1,756;  visitors  to  Exhibit  8,356; 
copies  of  literature  distributed  10,860. 

For  the  National  Conference  of  Char- 
ities and  Correction  at  Buffalo,  and  for 
the  Lecture  Tour,  Mr.  Hubbell  prepared 
an  Exhibit  of  400  framed  pictures  (22  x 
28)  of  enlarged  photographs,  chiefly  of 
children  unnecessarily  blind  from  oph- 
thalmia neonatorum.  This  Exhibit  has 
been  viewed  by  thousands  of  persons  and 
has  excited  much  interest.  For  lending 
purposes,  a  duplicate  Loan  Exhibition  is 
now  being  prepared,  to  be  sent,  by  re- 
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quest,  to  the  Jrlealth  Officers  Convention 
at  Rochester,  and  to  the  New  York  State 
Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction 
at  Albany.  The  Committee  proposes  to 
lend  this  and  other  exhibits  to  organiza- 
tions outside  of  the  State  who  may  apply 
for  them,  at  cost  of  transportation  and, 
possibly,  a  small  additional  fee.  For  with- 
in the  State  there  will  be  the  charge  of 
transportation  only.  The  cost  of  prepar- 
ing such  an  exhibit,  even  when  the  use 
of  the  original  slides  has  been  given, 
amounts  to  over  Sioo. 

LEGISLATION 

Among  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee,  which  are  also  those  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  and  the 
New  York  State  Commissioner  of 
Health,  for  the  prevention  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  are  the  following: 

1.  Free  Distribution  of  Prophylactic. 

The  preparation,  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  for  free  distribution, 
through  local  Health  Officers,  to  physi- 
cians applying  for  them,  and  to  midwives, 
of  small,  hermetically  sealed,  coloured 
glass  tubes,  or  ampoules,  each  containing 
the  exact  quantity  of  the  chosen  prophy- 
lactic (a  one  per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver),  to  be  used  for  the  eyes  of  one 
infant  at  birth. 

To  enable  the  State  Commissioner  to 
provide  this  prophylactic,  and  for  other 
measures  in  behalf  of  the  prevention  of 
blindness,  an  appropriation  by  the  State 
of  $5,000  was  found  to  be  necessary.  This 
was  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  1909, 
as  an  item  in  the  Supply  bill,  upon  appli- 
cation of  the  State  Commissioner,  strong- 
ly supported  by  the  Committee.  The  law 
is  now  in  operation,  the  distribution  of 
the  prophylactic,  through  local  Health 
Officers,  with  printed  directions  for  use, 
having  commenced  last  August. 

2.  Earlier  Notificatioti  of  Births. 

Another  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, requiring  legislation,  was  for  the 
earlier  notification  of  births,  reducing 
the  period  from  ten  days  to  36  hours.  As 
all  future  certificates  of  birth,  issued  by 
the  State  Department  of  Health,  are  to 


have  i)rinted  upon  them  the  question, 
"What  preventive  for  ophthalmia  neo- 
natorum did  you  use?  If  none,  state  the 
reason  therefor,"  it  was  believed  that, 
should  the  disease  be  present  and  no  pre- 
ventive measure  had  been  taken,  by  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  attending  physi- 
cian or  midwife  to  this  specification  in  the 
certificate,  within  thirty-six  hours  after 
birth,  there  might  yet  be  time  to  save 
the  sight  of  the  child.  To  accomplish 
this  important  object,  an  amendment  of 
the  General  Health  Law  was  needed. 
This  was  applied  for  by  the  State  Com- 
missioner and  the  Committee,  acting  to- 
gether, and  was  readily  granted  by  the 
Legislature.  There  was  no  opposition. 
(Section  22.  Chapter  49,  Laws  of  1909). 
The  new  law,  now  in  operation,  applies 
to  all  parts  of  the  State,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Cities  of  New  York,  BufTalo, 
Albany  and  Yonkers.  It  is  hoped  that  it 
may  be  extended  to  cover  the  entire  State 
in  the  near  future.  (See  pp.  19-23,  Pub- 
lication No.  2.) 

Plans  for  the  work  of  the  coming  win- 
ter season  are  now  under  consideration. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  secure 
co-operation  with  all  organizations  en- 
gaged in  the  work  for  prevention  of 
Blindness  in  the  different  States,  that 
through  an  exchange  of  information,  du- 
plication of  work  may  be  avoided  and 
mutual  helpfulness  secured.  Corre- 
spondence to  this  end  is  invited.  Com- 
munications should  be  addressed  to  our 
present  Executive  Secretary,  Miss  Caro- 
lyn C.  Van  Blarcom,  R.  N.,  a  graduate  of 
the  John  Hopkins  School,  at  the  office 
of  the  Committee,  289  Fourth  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Prevention 
of  Blindness,  when  first  organized,  had 
the  encouragement  of  receiving,  from  the 
Russell  Sage  Foundation,  a  sum  of 
$5,000,  to  enable  it  to  pursue  its  work 
for  one  year.  That  the  Trustees  have 
been  sufficiently  satisfied  with  the  pre- 
ventive work  thus  far  accomplished  to 
renew  this  grant  for  a  second  year  is  ex- 
tremely gratifying  to  the  Committee. 

Louis.A.  Lee  Schuyler, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


That  Tuberculosis  is  to  be  found 
among  tlie  Blind  is  not  a  surprising  fact, 
and  indeed  it  is  only  remarkable  that  it 
is  not  more  prevalent,  when  one  considers 
how  widespread  this  disease  is  among  all 
classes  in  the  community  and  how  fre- 
quently the  unemployed  blind  man  is  in 
such  poor  physical  condition  to  withstand 
its  invasion. 

Several  such  cases  have  come  to  our 
attention  during  the  past  year  and  have 
required  hospital  treatment.  One  died, 
but  owing  to  the  care  of  the  Association, 
his  last  days  were  very  happy. 

The  hygienic  conditions  in  our  work- 
shop are  as  good  as  the  architecture  of 
a  loft  building  allows,  and  good  ventila- 
tion is  a  necessity  where  there  is  the  fly- 
ing dust  from  the  broom  making  in- 
dustry. 

The  physical  welfare  of  the  members 
of  the  Association  has  been  attended  to 
by  medical  inspection  of  the  shop  work- 
ers and  by  office  treatment  or  house  vis- 
its in  certain  cases,  and  by  regular  ob- 


servation and  medical  treatment  in  the 
Dispensary  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital 
in  other  cases. 

In  reviewing  another  year  of  marked 
success  and  growth  in  the  work  of  the 
Association,  several  significant  features, 
in  regard  to  physical  conditions,  obtrude 
themselves. 

Of  these  I  would  mention  the  para- 
mount importance  of  physical  culture  for 
the  blind  pupils  in  the  schools  as  fitting 
them  for  the  industrial  work  which  it  is 
now  possible  for  them  to  engage  in  as  a 
means  of  livelihood;  also  the  importance 
of  the  same  advantages  (of  fresh  air  and 
exercise)  for  the  adult  blind.  An  ob- 
server cannot  fail  to  note  the  beneficial 
influence  on  the  general  health  of  a  blind 
man,  of  the  happier  mental  condition 
which  steady  employment  and  the  cheer- 
ful environment  gives,  aided  by  the  dis- 
tractions furnished  by  the  Club  and 
outings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Seward  Erdman,  M.  D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OCULIST  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Associa- 
tion from  the  point  of  view  of  the  ocu- 
list, I  wish  to  lay  particular  emphasis  on 
the  splendid  accomplisliment  of  the 
Special  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  and  the  Baltimore  Committee 
which  sprang  from  it  last  Spring.  The 
vital  need  of  this  aspect  of  the  work,  and 
the  fact  of  the  popular  method  which 
these  bodies  employ,  commends  them 
strongly  to  all  physicians  who  are  striv- 
ing to  help  in  the  campaign  to  prevent 
blindness. 

I  thoroughly  endorse  what  my  pre- 
decessor said  in  his  reports  about  the  need 
of  fresh  air,  exercise,  and  diversion  to 
lead  to  the  best  results  in  the  treatment 
of  the  blind.  What  could  be  done  by 
the  doctor  and  oculist  has  been  done  by 
them  for  the  proteges  of  the  Association, 
but  the  efi'ectiveness  of  any  cure  depends 


largely  on  the  general  physical  and  men- 
tal state  of  the  patient.  I  believe  that 
when  the  truth  of  this  is  recognized  by  the 
general  public,  and  when  it  realizes,  as  it 
is  beginning  to  do  in  the  case  of  school 
children,  the  vital  service  of  sports  and 
distractions,  apart  from  the  pleasure  that 
they  give  to  the  participants,  it  will  feel 
the  obligation  to  support  the  Associa- 
tion's efforts  in  this  direction  so  that  the 
blind  co-operators  may  have  the  best  ven- 
tilation possible  in  its  factory,  class  and 
club  rooms,  and  good  facilities  for  exer- 
cise in  the  open  air,  as  well  as  a  swimming 
pool  and  gymnasium.  The  statistics  of 
ocular  treatment  given  to  the  blind  work- 
ers of  the  Association  are  stated  else- 
where in  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Ward  A.  Holden. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 


W  ORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN 


Tlie  Workshop  for  LUind  Men  was 
maintained  at  No.  147  East  42nd  Street 
thronghout  the  year. 

On  May  1st  an  additional  loft  was  leas- 
ed, giving  needed  space  for  receiving  and 
storing  supplies  and  shipping  brooms. 

Needed  repairs  to  the  building  have 
been  made  and  new  ventilators  have  been 
installed.  At  stated  times  fire  drill  is 
held  and  physical  examination  of  each 
man  made  by  the  Association's  Medical 
Examiner.  In  the  main  the  men's  health 
has  been  very  good.  Whenever  needed, 
medicines  and  medical  attendance  have 
been  furnished  free. 

Number  of  chairs  recaned  during  year, 
3321  ;  an  increase  of  188  over  the  previous 
year. 

Number  of  brooms  made  and  sold  dur- 
ing year,  45,126;  an  increase  of  14,307 
over  previous  year. 


Number  of  blind  men  employed  during 
year,  36 ;  number  of  blind  men  now  em- 
ployed, 30,  of  whom  20  are  piece  work- 
ers and  10  are  in  the  instruction  class. 
Several  of  the  latter  are  gravely  handi- 
capped. 

Several  new  broom  making  machines 
have  been  added  to  the  ecjuipment  of  the 
Shop  and  with  the  space  now  at  our  com- 
mand, we  are  in  a  position  to  take  in  a 
number  of  new  men. 

The  need  of  a  proper,  up-to-date  fac- 
tory, with  modern  improvements  is 
great.  Such  a  building,  in  the  long  run, 
would  be  a  great  economy,  and,  for  the 
best  results,  is  a  necessity. 

Our  work  is  now  well  known  and  our 
customers  steadily  increasing. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Warren  A.  ]\I.\.you, 

Chainnan. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE 
SOCIAL  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 


The  Social  Service  Committee  has  to 
report  through  its  Chairman  the  active 
relief  work  of  another  year.  The  per- 
sonel  of  the  Committee  has  remained  un- 
changed ;  meetings  have  been  held  regu- 
larly ;  and  for  all  cases  of  need  coming 
before  the  Committee  some  assistance  has 
been  given.  A  detailed  report  has  been 
separately  submitted,  to  be  included  in 
part  in  the  summary  statement  of  all  the 
activities  carried  on  by  the  Association. 

As  in  practically  all  of  the  cases  blind- 
ness, besides  being  in  itself  an  affliction, 
is  the  cause  of  want  and  distress,  the  gen- 
eral nature  of  our  relief  work  does  not 
greatly  dififer  from  year  to  year.  Indi- 
vidual cases  are,  however,  as  varied  as  is 
human  experience  and  to  the  peculiarities 
of  each  must  be  given  special  attention 
and  sympathetic  understanding.  May  I 
present  a  few  illustrations  ? 

I.  A  hard-working  blind  man  had  kept 
a  news  stand  outside  of  a  building  owned 
by  a  very  wealthy  man,  whose  agent 


raised  the  rent  for  this  stand  to  a 
figure  which  left  the  blind  man  no  chance 
for  profit ;  so  he  asked  us  to  intercede 
with  the  landlord,  said  he  could  only 
reach  the  agent.  When  a  representative 
of  the  Committee  saw  the  landlord,  he 
promised  not  to  add  to  the  blind  man's 
struggle. 

2.  A  blind  woman  appealed  to  us  for 
help,  as  her  husband  had  begun  to  neglect 
her  since  her  affliction  and  would  desert 
her  for  several  weeks  at  a  time,  leaving 
her  board  unpaid.  Her  board  was  paid 
by  a  member  of  the  Committee  until  the 
man  could  be  reached.  He  was  finally 
seen  and  made  to  realize  his  duty,  and 
since  then  has  regularly  contributed 
towards  his  wife's  support. 

3.  M.  M.,  a  blind  widow  with  two  chil- 
dren, was  left  stranded  after  she  had  used 
the  little  life  insurance  left  by  her  hus- 
band for  the  necessary  living  expenses. 
Through  the  Association  a  home  was 
finallv  secured  for  her. 


SOCIAL  SERVICE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


Securing  a  liorse  fur  a  blind  ash  man, 
whose  beast  had  died,  was  one  of  the 
achievements  which  gladdened  the  Com- 
mittee as  well  as  the  brave  carter,  who 
supports  his  wife  and  two  children  solely 
through  his  own  efforts.  The  episode  is 
charmingly  told  in  a  story  written  for 
"The  World's  \\'ork"  by  Mr.  Scandlin 
(reprinted  on  page  54).  The  author,  the 
good  fairy  in  the  story,  is  himself  blind 
and  a  helpful  member  of  our  Committee. 

An  old  blind  woman  x^as  neglected  by 
her  children  and  lonely  until  the  Associ- 
ation took  the  matter  up.  They  found 
that  she  needed  hospital  care.  Through 
the  Social  Service  Committee,  children 
living  at  a  distance  were  written  to  and 
made  to  realize  their  mother's  need  and 
their  duty.  They  all  agreed  to  do  their 
share  and  in  this  way  it  was  possible  to 
send  the  mother  to  a  Home  where  she  is 
receiving  the  best  medical  treatment. 

Through  another  case  the  Association 
has  inherited  a  valued  legacy  and  trust. 


An  elderly  blind  woman  recently  died, 
her  joy  in  life  had  been  to  go  to  the  beach 
at  Coney  Island  and  bathe  her  eyes  with 
the  sea  water  in  the  confident  belief  that 
she  could  thereby  regain  her  sight.  A 
number  of  excursions  were  given  her  by 
the  Committee  as  well  as  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  dinners  and  little  sums 
to  stave  off  the  "dispossess."  She  willed 
her  life  insurance  policy  to  the  Associa- 
tion so  that  others  might  go  down  to  the 
shore  to  "bathe  in  the  ocean  and  see  the 
waves." 

The  guide  problem  is  still  a  difficult  one 
and  funds  or  volunteers  for  this  purpose 
are  needed. 

I  wish  to  assure  the  Secretary  of  our 
appreciation  of  the  aid  and  advice  she  has 
given  us,  and  also  of  our  willingness  and 
pleasure  in  extending  the  usefulness  of 
the  Committee  in  the  years  to  come. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Raymond  C.  Knox, 

Chairman. 


TUG  OF  WAR 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Boston,  Mass. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BLIND  WOMEN'S  CLUB 


The  policy  of  the  CUib  this  year  has 
been  to  give  its  members  a  ehance  to  keep 
in  touch  with  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world  by  having  current  topics  read  from 
time  to  time  and  the  vital  questions  of 
the  day  discussed.  Considerable  interest 
has  been  shown  in  the  Suffrage  move- 
ment, and  a  lecture  was  given  on  this 
subject  to  be  followed  later  by  one  on 
Anti-suffrage,  thereby  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity for  intelligent  arguments  by  the 
members  on  both  sides. 

In  order  to  bring  our  organization  up  to 
the  standard  of  sighted  Clubs,  it  was 
thought  wise  to  have  some  lessons  in  Par- 
liamentary Law,  and  a  class  for  this  pur- 
pose is  now  held. 

We  have  also  striven  to  increase  our 
funds,  so  that  it  might  be  possible  for  us 
to  send  delicacies  and  relief  to  sick  mem- 
bers and  to  help  needy  cases  brought  to 
our  attention  through  our  Home  Teach- 
ers. The  first  entertainment  having  this 
end  in  view  was  a  Conundrum  Supper 
from  which  we  realized  $85,  and  with 
this  sum  we  have  started  a  Sick  Fund.  In 
the  Spring,  through  the  kindness  of  Mrs. 
Patrick  and  her  friends,  a  musical  was 


given  in  St.  Bartholemew's  Hall  which 
was  a  great  success,  enough  money  being 
raised  to  defray  the  expenses  of  our  an- 
nual outing  to  Coney  Island.  This  out- 
ing was  enjoyed  by  about  sixty  women,  to 
whom  these  yearly  trips  to  the  seashore 
often  mean  the  happiest  day  of  the  sea- 
son. A  car  was  chartered  to  take  the 
members  and  their  guests  down.  They 
enjoyed  buffeting"  the  Atlantic  and  learn- 
ing to  swim.  Lunch  was  served  and  the 
entire  day  spent  in  making  merry. 

It  has  been  our  custom  for  some  time 
to  have  members  of  the  Club  visit  Black- 
well's  Island  frequently,  taking  to  the 
blind  men  and  women  there  a  little  cheer 
in  the  way  of  candy,  fruit,  etc.,  the  money 
is  provided  from  the  Club  Treasury.  The 
reports  of  our  visitors  during  the  past 
}'ear  prove  how  much  this  means  to  these 
people. 

A  number  of  social  evenings  were 
spent  during  the  winter,  notably  the 
Christmas  Party,  when  the  room  was 
made  festive  with  a  Christmas  tree  and 
holly  and  a  fine  program  rendered  by  the 
members. 

Grace  R.  Ke.\tor, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  BLIND  MEN'S  IMPROVEMENT  CLUB  OF  NEW  YORK 


The  club  may  fairly  claim  to  have 
passed  through  another  successful  season. 
Twenty-one  meetings  were  held,  with 
ever-increasing  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
members.  If  any  change  in  the  character 
of  the  meetings  be  noted  it  might  perhaps 
be  said  that,  during  the  past  year,  instruc- 
tion has  outweighed  amusement,  although 
the  latter  element  has  by  no  means  been 
lacking.  The  most  practical  results  have 
probably  been  along  the  line  of  building 
up  and  heartening  the  despondent,  par- 
ticularly among  the  ranks  of  those  recent- 
ly deprived  of  sight.  Such  statements  as 
"that  meeting  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club 
put  new  life  into  me,"  "meeting  all  those 
fellows  makes  me  feel  it  is  worth  while 
trying,"  "I  guess  I'll  see  if  I  can't  make 


out,  too,"  etc.,  have  been  heard  again  and 
again  at  the  Club,  and  demonstrate  the 
fact  that  blind  men,  successful  or  par- 
tially so,  can  renew  old  ambitions  and 
instil  new  ones  by  being  just  what  they 
are,  "men  who  have  learned  to  live  in  the 
dark,"  if  they  have  the  opportunity  to 
meet  with  those  not  yet  educated  to  a 
new  art. 

The  Club  thanks  those  who  have  con- 
tributed by  their  services  to  the  success 
of  the  meetings  and  invites  all  who  are 
interested  enough  to  do  so,  to  attend  the 
meetings,  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Mondays  of  each  month. 

William  H.  Patrick, 

President. 


BLIND  READERS 


By  HiLRR  Regierungsrat  A.  Mell,  Direct 

These  extracts  are  translated  and 
printed  by  permission  from  an  article 
that  appeared  in  Blinder  Lcscr,  in  1901  : 

In  the  oldest  writings  of  blind  people 
there  are  hardly  any  indications  that  they 
were  able  to  read  before  1784,  but  it  is 
notable  that  writing  was  practical  for 
the  blind  at  a  much  earlier  date.  One  of 
the  first  writers,  400  years  after  Christ, 
was  Didymus  of  Alexandria,  who  be- 
came prominent  as  an  instructor  in  the 
church,  and  whose  writings,  as  far  as 
they  were  preserved,  were  published 
some  hundred  years  later.  What  he  had 
written  was  dictated  by  him,  but  he  was 
only  able  to  read  what  he  had  written  by 
having  it  read  to  him.  The  same  applies, 
unquestionably,  to  the  prolific  author, 
Groto,  1 541  to  1585,  who  wrote  poems 
and  dramas,  and  is  said  to  have  played 
the  unfortunate  King  in  the  Oedipus 
Kolonos  of  Sophocles  in  Venice.  Nicasi- 
us  of  Voerda  [about  1440  to  1492] 
whose  writings  appeared  in  1500,  could 
neither  read  nor  write,  and  yet  produced 
interesting  legal  essays. 

In  one  of  the  writings  of  Erasmus  of 
Rotterdam  [1467  to  1536]  appears  what 
seems  to  be  the  first  mention  of  writing 
for  the  blind.  After  that  we  find  more 
frequent  mention  of  the  subject.  Hul- 
dreich  Schonberger  of  Konigsberg  [1601 
to  1648],  a  talented  linguist,  made  his 
necessary  signs  for  letters  out  of  wire, 
as  do  the  Orientals.  In  these  he  ex- 
pressed his  thoughts,  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  by  this  means  he  could 
recognize  some  of  the  letters  sufficiently 
to  read  them. 

A  man  whom  we  only  know  as  the 
Blind  Jacob,  was  able  to  read  and  write 
his  "writing."  He  made  for  himself 
wooden  sticks,  which  he  carved  accord- 
ing to  rules  known  only  to  himself,  and 
then  notched  the  four  corners.  He 
whittled  with  such  rapidity  that  he  could 
easily  keep  up  with  a  slow  reader.  He 
earned  his  bread  as  a  shepherd,  and  as 
such  he  also  understood  the  compounding 
of  medicines.  He,  as  shown  in  the 
picture  (page  19),  marked  his  medicine 
bottles  with  his  stick  labels  in  order  not 
to  make  mistakes.  As  time  went  on,  his 
"library"  increased  to  an  immense  size. 


■  of  the  Royal  School  for  the  Blind,  Vienna 

When  he  died  it  was  used  for  kindlings. 

The  blind  had  to  depend  chiefly  on 
themselves  for  methods  of  writing  until 
finally,  in  1775,  an  ordinary  hand  press 
was  constructed  to  help  a  blind  person  to 
write.  This  press  was  made  by  Bergrath 
Kempelen  of  Vienna,  who  dedicated  it 
to  the  blind  Viennese,  Marie  Theresa  von 
Paradis.  Her  touching  experiences  with 
the  distinguished  Mesner,  who  promised 
to  cure  her  blindness  by  an  electric  cur- 
rent, are  told  in  one  of  Louisa  Miihl- 
bach's  romances.  Fraulein  von  Paradis,* 
who  was  much  esteemed  as  a  composer, 
kept  a  well  attended  music  school  in 
Vienna,  and  the  graduates  of  her  institu- 
tion seem  to  have  been  very  successful. 
She  had  a  large  correspondence,  and  it 
is  said  was  the  first  blind  person  who 
could  read  musical  notation.  She  also, 
in  consequence  of  her  visit  to  Paris, 
aroused  a  lasting  interest  in  the 
educational  possibilities  of  the  blind.  And 
it  is,  unquestionably,  at  least  through  her 
indirect  influence,  that  the  training  of 
the  blind  was  then  undertaken  in  Austria. 
The  first  German  teacher  of  the 
blind  was  also  influenced  by  her  knowl- 
edge and  accomplishments.  Her  example, 
information  from  Paris  concerning  the 
blind  institution  erected  there,  and  not 
least,  a  little  pamphlet  of  the  Viennese 
Magistratsrat  Franz  von  P.  Gaheis 
(1802)  inspired  the  already  interested 
Johann  Wilhelm  Klein.  He  was  a  highly 
cultivated  and  warm-hearted  man,  a  pu- 
pil who  especially  through  Schiller's  now 
famous  Karlsschule  at  Stuttgart,  was  led 
to  his  activities  for  the  blind,  which  re- 
sulted m  time  so  brilliantly  that  one  may 
say  that,  until  after  1850,  the  spirit  of 
Klein  inspired  all  undertakings  for  the 
benefit  of  the  blind  in  Austria,  Germany, 
Switzerland  and  Italy. 

So  we  come  to  the  period  where,  as  in 
schools  for  the  sighted,  the  book  had  be- 
come a  necessity,  in  our  case  a  book  for 
the  blind,  as  was  forseen  by  Haiiy  in 
Paris  and  Klein  in  Vienna.  ...  In  1786 
the  first  book  printed  for  the  blind  ap- 
peared, the  fruit  of  the  efiforts  of  Valen- 
tin Haiiy  to  instruct  the  blind. 

*For  portrait  see  page  31. 


THE  PAST,  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE  OF  THE  BLIND  IN  JAPAN* 


By  Tadasu  Yoshimoto, 
Commissioner  of  the  Japanese  Government  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  BHnd 


In  858,  Prince  Hitoyasn,  a  son  of  the 
then  Emperor,  lost  his  sight  and  many 
bHnd  men  of  good  famihes  became  his  at- 
tendants. The  Prince  divided  among 
them  a  part  of  his  income,  which  after- 
wards were  greatly  augmented  and  given 
to  all  the  blind  in  the  country.  In  886, 
in  memory  of  the  Blind  Prince,  then 
dead,  some  blind  officers  were  appointed 
to  look  after  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
throughout  the  country.  The  chief  of- 
ficer called  Sokengyo,  was  appointed  in 
Kyoto,  then  the  capital  of  Japan,  while 
others  named  Kengyo  were  allotted  a 
province  each. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  the  Government  increased  the 
tax  which  had  long  been  levied  through- 
out the  country  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind,  and  protected  them  in  every  pos- 
sible way.  For  example,  in  those  days, 
when  some  disputes  arose  between 
creditor  and  debtor,  the  judges  used  to 
favour  the  debtors  or  the  poorer  side. 
But,  whenever  some  blind  persons  were 
concerned  in  the  dispute,  they  always 
judged  in  favour  of  them,  whether  they 
were  creditors  or  debtors.  Also,  when- 
ever blind  persons  were  hurt  in  the 
street,  the  sighted  persons  who  were  con- 
cerned in  the  matter  were  made  to  pay 
for  the  damages  whether  they  were  to 
be  blamed  or  not. 

As  the  blind  were  so  well  protected  by 
their  brethren  who  were  favoured  with 
sight,  they  could  devote  themselves  to 
studying  the  arts,  and  many  of  them  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  progress  of 
music,  massage,  acupuncture,  literature, 
and  religion,  and  did  much  towards  pa)'- 
ing  their  debts  to  their  benefactors,  and 
many  of  them  were  much  honoured  by 
the  public. 

*Reprinted  by  permission  from  the  July, 
1909,  O It  t look  for  the  BHnd. 


They  were  not  only  so  well  protected, 
but  also  treated  with  due  respect.  They 
were  allowed  to  govern  themselves  both 
in  administrative  and  judicial  matters, 
and  their  chief  officers  were  treated  with 
as  much  honour  as  daimyos,  or  feudal 
lords,  and  were  often  received  by  the 
Shogun,  the  then  ruler  of  Japan. 
Naturally,  the  blind  were  very  thankful, 
and  exerted  themselves  to  become  worthy 
of  the  favours  they  enjoyed.  They  ex- 
horted each  other  always  to  be  grateful 
to  the  gods,  to  improve  their  morality, 
and  to  love  their  pupils. 

In  the  year  1870.  a  great  change  was 
made,  the  Government  adopted  European 
laws  and  methods,  and  abolished  the  posts 
of  the  blind  officers,  and  did  away  alto- 
gether with  the  pensions  for  the  blind. 
This  change,  cruel  as  it  may  appear,  did 
no  great  harm  to  the  blind,  for  most  of 
them  were  able  to  support  themselves  by 
practicing  massage  or  teaching  music, 
these  professions  being  then  monopolised 
by  the  blind,  not  by  law,  but  by  custom. 

In  1878  a  school  was  founded  for  the 
benefit  of  the  blind  and  deaf  by  the  late 
Mr.  P^urukawa,  who,  through  love  and 
unceasing  toil,  invented  most  ingenious 
methods  and  instruments  for  their  educa- 
tion which  coincided  in  many  respects 
with  the  most  improved  methods  of  edu- 
cation in  Europe,  though  the  European 
methods  of  education  of  the  blind  and 
deaf  were  then  totally  unknown  in  Japan. 
Since  then,  many  blind  schools  have  been 
founded,  and  we  have  now  18  blind 
schools  and  21  blind  and  deaf  schools,  not 
to  mention  some  ordinary  schools  where 
blind  children  are  being  taught  together 
with  sighted  children. 

Lately  some  embossed  books  have  been 
published,  including  the  Japanese  trans- 
lation of  Miss  Helen  Keller's  "Story  of 
My  Life."  There  are  now  some  maga- 
zines and  a  bi-weekly  paper  for  the  blind. 
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also  some  lecture  notes  on  advanced 
knowledge  are  now  published  for  those 
who  are  unable  to  receive  higher  education. 
Some  libraries  for  the  blind  have  been 
established  in  Tokyo  and  other  towns. 
Many  books  on  education  of  the  blind  have 
been  published  for  sighted  teachers.  A 
commission  is  now  sitting  to  study  the 
education  of  the  blind.  An  annual  con- 
ference for  teachers  of  the  blind  has  been 
started.  The  Government,  too,  has  been 
no  less  active  in  its  efforts  to  improve  the 
conditions  of  the  blind. 

Since  two  years  ago  the  Department  of 
Education  held  summer  courses  of  lec- 
tures on  the  education  of  the  blind  invit- 
ing school  teachers  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  attend,  and  also  advised  all 
the  training  colleges  to  add  new  classes 
for  instruction  in  the  art  of  teaching  the 
blind.  At  the  same  time  the  authorities 
gave  prizes  to  the  best  teachers  of  the 
bliiul  to  reward  as  well  as  to  encourage 
them  in  their  praiseworthy  effort.  Lately 
the  Government  authorised  the  Educa- 
tional Department  to  use  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
model  school  for  the  blind  in  Tokyo. 
The  department  has  also  commissioned  a 
man  to  study  the  most  improved  meth- 
ods of  the  education  of  the  blind  in  Eu- 
rope and  America. 

Under  the  old  regime,  the  blind  were 
being  helped  very  well.  But  they  were 
being  helped  more  because  *:hey  were  con- 
sidered objects  of  pity,  and  in  conse- 
quence some  of  them  were  being  spoiled 
and  some  were  even  being  killed  with 
kindness. 

Under  ])resent  conditions  they  are  be- 
ing helped  to  help  themselves,  and  to  be- 
come independent  and  useful  members 
of  society.  However,  a  still  newer  state 
of  things  has  set  in  lately. 

Since  the  opening  of  Japan  to  Western 
civilization  she  has  been  making  rapid 
progress  in  many  directions,  and  the 
blind  world  is  now  being  left  far  behind 
the  sighted  world.  Besides,  with  the  in- 
troduction of  Western  material  civiliza- 


tion, our  mode  of  living  has  been  growing 
less  simple,  and  competition  more  keen, 
with  the  result  that  some  sighted  peo])le 
are  now  obliged  to  invade  the  occupa- 
tions hitherto  monopolised  by  the  blind. 
For  example,  in  Tokyo  now  one-half  of 
the  shampooers  and  massageurs  are 
sighted  people,  although  previously  most 
of  them  were  blind.  In  short,  the  condi- 
tions of  the  blind  in  Japan  are  gradually 
becoming  like  those  of  "the  blind  in  lui- 
r()];e  and  America. 

Now.  as  such  is  the  case,  and  the  blind 
in  Ja])an  will  have  in  the  future  to  stand 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  sighted  in 
the  competition  of  living,  as  in  the  west- 
ern countries,  we  shall  have  to  give  the 
blind  all  the  advantages  the  sighted  are 
enjoying. 

Xext,  we  shall  have  to  help  to  intro- 
duce the  blind  to  society  as  capable  peo- 
ple, in  order  to  help  them  in  getting  rid  of 
luiju^t  prejudices  concerning  their  ability, 
and  in  cases  when  such  introductions 
have  no  influence  in  overcoming  those 
prejudices,  which  have  existed  and  will 
always  exist,  we  .shall  have  to  help  them 
materially  in  providing  work  for  them. 

Lastly,  we  shall  have  to  pay  great  at- 
tention to  their  spiritual  education,  for 
the  blind  are  often  in  unfortunate  and 
trying  surroundings,  and  are  apt  to  be  de- 
pressed or  in  despair.  Good  education 
can  make  up  for  the  loss  of  sight  to  the 
blind,  and  suitable  work  can  make  them 
forget  it,  but  nothing  can,  I  believe,  com- 
pensate the  loss  of  physical  light  so  well 
as  spiritual  light,  not  to  mention  the 
eternal  benefit  it  will  give  them.  In  one 
word,  we  shall  have  to  give  them  all 
equal  advantages  with  the  sighted,  not 
more,  and  never  less. 

I  do  hope  and  I  trust  that  the  Japanese 
who  hel])ed  the  blind  so  well  in  the  past, 
will  hel])  them  well  in  the  future,  too,  and 
add  the  beautiful  light  of  real  civilization 
to  the  Rising  Sun  to  illumine  the  darkness 
of  the  blind  world  in  the  East,  and  return 
their  sincerest  gratitude  to  their  western 
teachers. 


I  am  very  much  thankful  to  you  for  your  good  heart  that  through  you  and  .  .  . 
the  start  you  made  me  I  expect  to  make  a  good  living. 

— From  a  "new''  citizen  just  gone  blind. 


MIKE  HALLORAN,  OPTIMIST 

A  TRUE  STORY  BY 

W.  I.  SCANDLIN* 


"When  did  you  say  you  lost  it?"  asked 
Bailey,  reporter  on  The  Chro)iicle. 

"Fourteen  year  ago,  sor.  The  Paris 
green  got  inter  me  eyes  in  the  factory 
where  I  was  workin,'  an'  they  wint  out 
on  me  fourteen  year  ago  come  nixt 
month,  sor." 

"And  you  mean  to  tell  me  you've  sup- 
ported yourself  since  then,  without  your 
sight?  How  in  the  name  of  conscience 
do  you  do  it  ?" 

"By  cartin'  ashes,  sor.  I  carts  'em 
away  from  the  mills  and  fac'tries  an' 
dumps  'em  in  the  scows  at  the  city  dumps, 
sor." 

"Oh,  yes.  I  suppose  you're  a  con- 
tractor and  have  men  working  for  you." 

"Thruth  yer  say  whin  ye  call  me  the 
contractor,  but  divil  a  man  does  the  work 
for  me,  savin'  a  small  lad  that  leads  the 
horse." 

"And  you  load  from  a  chute?" 

"I  sure  do,  sor,  but  it's  a  shoot  I 
works  meself.  Every  spoonful  o'  the 
load  goes  in  by  me  shovel,  an'  I'll  trim  me 
load  wid  anny  man  at  that,  sor.  It's 
of'en  I  hear  folks  stop  to  see  me  at  work 
an'  they  sez : 

"'Aw,  g'wan !  What  yer  givin'  us? 
He's  not  blind.' 

"An'  thin,  whin  they  comes  close,  they 
sort  o'  holds  their  breath  an'  goes  off  as 
if  they'd  jest  thought  o'  something  that 
was  waitin'  for  'em  somewhere  else. 

"They  calls  me  'Happy  Mike  Halloran,' 
owin'  to  me  mindin  me  own  afifairs  an' 
keepin'  a  cheery  look  to  the  world,"  and 
he  went  on  with  a  bit  of  a  sigh ;  "but  I 
feels  it  pretty  sober  inside  o'  me  whin  I 
be  lookin'  the  gayest." 

"How  much  work  can  you  do  in  a  day. 


Halloran,  as  compared  to  a  man  who  can 
see  ?" 

"As  much  as  anny  o'  them  an'  more'n 
manny,  sor.  I  can  handle  si.x  to  tin  loads 
a  day,  accordin'  to  the  len'th  of  the  trip. 
I'll  be  afther  havin'  'em  shorter  when  the 
new  docks  be  finished.  I'm  tryin'  me 
best  to  git  a  free  permit  on  account  o'  not 
havin'  me  soight.  I  know  there's  some  o' 
the  other  men  gits  'em  an'  that  gives  'em 
a  chance  to  bid  under  us  as  has  to  pay ; 
an'  whin  I  git  that,  I'll  be  able  to  meet  the 
best  o'  thim,  providin'  I  can  git  me  a 
horse  agin." 

"But  I  thought  you  said  you  had  a 
horse." 

"I  did  till  two  months  back,  sor,  whin 
he  took  sick  o'  the  glanders  and  died  on 
me.  Thin  I  spint  ivery  last  cint  o'  me 
money  on  a  baste  that  was  ricomminded 
to  me  as  bein'  sound,  savin'  he  was  a  bit 
spavined,  an'  begorra,  sor,  in  less  than  a 
week  he  wint  bad  an'  the  Cruelty  Soci- 
ety took  him  away  an'  shot  him,  sor.  The 
agent  he  says  to  me :  'It's  only  the  luck  o' 
your  bein'  blind,'  sez  he,  'that  I  don't 
arrist  yez  an'  have  yez  fined,"  sez  he. 
Take  the  boy,  Mag,  he's  fell  asleep,"  this 
to  his  wife,  a  sweet- faced  little  woman, 
who  had  been  crooning  a  lullaby  to  a 
bundle  of  lesser  babyhood  as  the  two 
men  talked. 

Halloran  rose  from  his  chair  by  the 
stove,  which  was  cold  and  comfortless, 
and,  stretching  himself  to  his  height  of 
six  feet  two,  displayed  a  figure  that  would 
have  done  credit  to  a  disciple  of  Vulcan. 
He  was  without  coat  or  vest,  and  was  in 
his  stocking  feet. 

"That  was  near  two  months  back,  sor ; 
and  wid  me  horse  me  luck  wint,  too, 


*This  is  a  true  tale  of  the  Social  Service  Work  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
The  author  is  a  blind  member  of  the  Committee  for  Social  Service. 
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though  I  be  hopin'  it"U  be  back  wid  me 
soon.  But  it's  hard  on  Mag  an'  the  kids 
till  I  gits  on  me  feet  agin." 

"He's  the  pluckiest  man  in  the  world, 
sir,"  interposed  the  wife. 

"How  have  you  managed  since  the 
horse  was  taken?  Can  you  get  out  of  it 
whole  when  you  have  to  hire?" 

"It's  barely  whole  I  git  out  of  it.  I 
have  to  pay  two  dollars  a  day  for  the 
baste  an'  feed  him  at  noon,  an'  whin  the 
end  o'  the  week  comes  there's  scarce  a 
dollar  left  for  the  rest  o'  us.  But  I  have 
to  hire  one,  two  or  three  times  a  week,  or 
me  ashes  would  pile  up  on  me,  an'  the 
superintindints  would  let  out  me  job  on 
me.  Wid  a  horse  o'  me  own,  me  cost  o" 
main^oj'nance  comes  down  to  about  fifteen 
dollars  a  month,  and  leaves  tin  or  twilve 
a  week  fur  meself." 

"How  about  getting  work?  Have  you 
much  difficulty  in  finding  jobs?" 

Sure  there's  plenty  o'  work  to  be  done 
but  it's  the  price  that  sez  whether  me  or 
some  other  feller  gits  it  to  do,  sor.  It's 
iver  the  same  quistion :  'How  much'U  you 
charge  a  load,'  an'  the  man  that  makes 
the  lowest  price  connicts  wid  the  job.  But 
I  beat  'em  there  on  account  o"  me  puttin' 
the  money  they'd  spind  for  drink  into 
feed  for  me  horse,  an'  of'en  I  gits  the  part 
of  a  broken  bundle  o'  hay  give  me  by  the 
feed  men  at  the  big  store ;  an'  wance  in  a 
while  a  bag  o'  oats  is  thrun  into  nie  bin 
at  the  stable  an'  I'm  niver  a  bit  the  wiser 
whince  it  comes.  Sure  it's  close  compe- 
tition I  meets  at  the  business  end.  but  the 
boys  are  good  to  me  on  the  outside." 

Bailey  fumbled  his  way  down  the  dark, 
narrow  stairs  to  the  street,  with  a  well- 


defined  plan  in  his  mind.  He  spent  an 
hour  in  the  neighborhood,  interviewing 
the  men  at  the  feed-store  and  the  stable, 
then  he  went  to  the  Club. 

The  afternoon  of  the  third  day  follow- 
ing found  him  in  the  stable,  awaiting  the 
coming  of  Halloran,  whom  he  had  sum- 
moned by  letter  the  day  before.  Present- 
ly the  blind  man  came,  his  feet  gro- 
tesquely wrapped  in  huge  bundles  of  gun- 
ny sacks. 

"Hello,  Halloran!  What  do  you  think 
of  this  horse  for  your  work?"  and,  lead- 
ing the  way  to  a  nearby  stall,  he  thrust 
the  amazed  Halloran  inside. 

"Begorra,  sor,  I  don't  know  what  to 
think,"  but  his  hands  were  running  care- 
fully over  the  horse's  head,  neck,  shoul- 
ders and  back,  across  its  chest  and  down 
each  powerful,  well-formed  leg. 

"He's  sound  as  a  nut,  sor,  not  a 
scratch  agin  him  annywhere.  But  what 
are  the  shoes  doin'  over  his  back,  sor?" 

"They're  for  his  new  owner,  Halloran. 
Do  you  think  they'll  fit?" 

"Do  you  mane,  sor  ?  Do  you  mane — " 
and  Halloran  leaned  up  against  the  stall 
in  a  dazed  sort  of  a  way. 

"Yes,  that's  just  what  I  mean,"  inter- 
rupted Bailey.  "The  outfit's  yours.  Your 
stall  rent's  paid  for  a  month,  there's  a 
good  supply  of  feed  to  start  on,  the  re- 
ceipts are  in  one  of  the  shoes,  and  with 
them  you'll  find  the  permit  to  dump  at  the 
new  docks.  If  you  don't  make  out  with 
the  horse,  man,  I'll  be  tempted  to  get  you 
an  auto.  You're  a  brick,  Halloran,  and 
I'm  proud  to  know  you." — Reprinted 
by  kind  permission  of  the  JVorld's  JJ\irk. 


While  there  are  various  phases  of  the  work  of  the  Association  possessing 
peculiar  interest,  perhaps  that  which  appeals  most  to  the  ordinary  man  is  the  way 
in  which  it  has  been  possible  to  provide  for  persons  becoming  blind  in  middle  life 
left  without  support,  no  refuge  but  the  alms  house. — Excerpt  from  N.  Y.  Times. 
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"The  condition  of  blindness  is  especially  hard  upon  those  who  are  thus 
afflicted  after  maturity.  I  asked  a  blind  man,  the  other  day,  some  questions  as 
to  his  capabilities  and  he  answered  by  way  of  apology  that  he  was  only  'a  beginner' 
in  blindness.  Think  what  that  means !  I  got  an  inkling  as  to  what  it  means  when  the 
notion  took  me  to  gather  some  berries  in  blindness  for  a  blind  friend  of  mine.  I 
was  blindfolded  and  led  to  a  place  on  a  hillside  where  wintergreen  grows,  and  then 
I  groped  about  in  the  darkness  till  I  gathered  a  bunch  of  the  berries  to  send  to  one 
who  could  not  see  them,  but  who  would  enjoy  the  feel  and  taste  of  wild  nature  in 
them.  If  I  had  had  to  do  anything  skillful  and  remunerative  as  a  'beginner,'  I  felt 
that  it  would  have  gone  hard  with  me." — Richard  Watson  Gilder. 


GIFTS  FOR  WORKING  CAPITAL 


Agnew,  A.  S  $  loo.oo 

Anonymous    800.00 

fAuerbach,  John  H.    (donation  se- 
cured through  his  interest)   1,000.00 

fBaker,  George  F   1,000.00 

*tBryce,  Miss  Edith    500.00 

*tBryce,  Miss  Mary  T   1,000.00 

Barnes,  Henry  B.,  Jr   100.00 

Bourne,  Miss  Emily  H   100.00 

Bradley,  S.  R   200.00 

Butler,  Miss  Helen   52.26 

fBarbour,  Mrs.  William    500.00 

fCarnegie,  Andrew    10,000.00 

Carnegie,  Mrs.  Andrew   100.00 

Costella,  Harry  G   50.00 

Coxe,  Mrs.  Davies    100.00 

Dennison,  Miss  Emma   120.00 

fDodge,  Miss  Julia  P   1,000.00 

Davies,  Julian  T   20.00 

fEly,  Hon.  Smith    20,000.00 

Ewart,  Richard    100.00 

Frissell,  A.  S   20.00 

Flanders,  Ralph  E   3.00 

Fox,  Austin  G   300.00 

Grasse,  Edwin   100.00 

Gorse,  William    5.00 

Gawtry,  H.  E   100.00 

Hassell,  W.  M   i.oo 

fHackley,  Mrs.  C.  V   2,500.00 

Hackley  School    37.00 

fHarkness,  Edward  S   3,000.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Charles  W   100.00 


fHarkness,  Charles  W   1,000.00 

Hippodrome  Benefit  Fund    51-74 

Isham,  Miss  Joanna    25.00 

Jencks,  Francis  M   250.00 

fKennedy,  John  S   500.00 

tjames,  Arthur  Curtiss    5,000.00 

tjesup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   1,000.00 

Jones,  Miss  Henrietta  A   5.00 

Jones,  Miss  Anna  M   5.00 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Willis    250.00 

Kelsey,  Miss  Rosalie  H   5.00 

tLoeb,  James    500.00 

M.  M.,  Miss    50.00 

fMitchell,  Mrs.  Alfred    500.00 

Nichols,  J.  W.  T   200.00 

fPhipps,  Henry  P   4,000.00 

tPotts,  Thomas    500.00 

ffPotter,  Mrs.  Henry  C   1,000.00 

fPeckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   500.00 

Peter,  William    100.00 

fPuIitzer,  Joseph    25,000.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Nina   100.00 

Ridder,   Herman    100.00 

Rollins  &  Co   50.00 

tScheiffelin,  Mrs.  H.  Maunsell  ....  5,000.00 

fSchiff,  Jacob  H   5,000.00 

fSchiff,  Mortimer  L   2,500.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Frederick  F   100.00 

tWarburg,  Felix  M   2,500 

*tWells,  Mrs.  John    1,000.00 

Whitman,  Nathaniel    200.00 


Total   $100,000.00 


*Caroline  Metcalf  Fund,  restricted  to  Home  Teaching. 

fLife  Members. 

tfDeceased. 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Aaron,  Mrs.  Alsa  B  $  2.00 

Ackerman,  Ernest  R   5.00 

Adams,  Mrs.  Thatcher  M   50.00 

Adams,  Mrs.  Thatcher  M.,  Jr   5.00 

Affelder,  Mrs.  L.  J   10.00 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  James  Herman    5.00 

Alexandre,  J.  Henry    5.00 

Allien,  Mrs.  Frederick   5.00 

Arkush,  Reuben    25.00 

Atterbury,  Mrs.  M.  S   5.00 

Atwater,  Miss  Maria  A   10.00 

Auchincloss,  Mrs.  Edgar    10.00 

Auerbach,  John  Hone    100.00 

Avery,  S.  P   10.00 

Aviritt,  Mrs.  L   i.oo 

Anonymous    45-94 

Anonymous  (Special  Fund)    4,000.00 

Bacon,  Mrs.  Daniel  G   5.00 

Bailey,  Mrs.  Pearce    5.00 

Bal  de  Tete    4,206.70 

Barbour,  Mrs.  William    5.00 

Bard,  Albert  S   5.00 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Joseph    5.00 

Barnes,  Miss  Kora  F   100.00 

Barnett,  Mrs.  Frances  C   5.00 

Barr,  Mrs.  William  R   10.00 

Beadleston,  Mrs.  William  H   5.00 

Beaman,  Mrs.  Charles  C   10.00 

Behre,  Mrs.  John  Henry    10.00 

Beller,  Abraham    5.00 

Berger,  George  A   i.oo 

Bernstein,  Charles    10.00 

Bernstein,  Miss  Mildred   5.00 

Berwind,  Mrs.  Edward  J   10.00 

Bierman,  Mrs.  J   5.00 

Bird,  Mrs.  Harrison  K   5.00 

Biffart,  A   25.00 

Billings,  Miss  Elizabeth    10.00 

Billings,  Mrs.  Frederick    10.00 

Bishop,  E.  K   5.00 

Bishop,  Samuel  H   10.00 

Bissell,  Dr.  E.  J   10.00 

Blakiston,  Miss  Emma    10.00 

Blauvelt,  Miss  Anna  Hutton    5.00 

Bliss,  Miss  L.  P   10.00 

Bliss,  William  H   50.00 

Bloch,  Miss  Gertrude    5.00 

Bloomingdale,  Mrs.  J.  B   10.00 

Bogart,  Walter  Lawrence   5.00 

Bonham,  Miss  Eleanor  M   25.00 

Bookman,  A   5.00 

Bowdoin,  Mrs.  George  S   to. 00 

Bradley,  S.  R   100.00 

Brentano's    10.00 

Brewster,  Mrs.  Benjamin    25.00 

Brewster,  George  S   50.00 

Brewster,  Mrs.  George  S   25.00 

Brighani,  Miss  Emma    3.00 

Brown,  Miss  Augusta  W   2.00 


Brown,  Mrs.  (Specific  Donation)    1.25 

Brown,  Mrs.  Harold    i5-00 

Bryce,  Miss  Edith    25.00 

Bryce,  Mrs.  Lloyd  Stevens    100.00 

Brvce,  Miss  Mary  T   25.00 

Bulkeley,  Mrs.  Edwin  M   25.00 

Bulkley,  Edwin  M   25.00 

Bunce,  James  H   20.00 

Burlingham,  Charles  C   10.00 

Butler,  Charles  S   5-00 

B.  T.  N   2.00 

Carnegie,  Andrew    50.00 

Carter,  Mrs.  Ernest  Trow    10.00 

Carter,  Samuel  T   10.00 

Chamberlain,  iDr.  Leander    5-0O 

Chambers,  Miss  Katherine    10.00 

Chapman,  Mrs.  John  J   5.00 

Cheney,  [Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  W   10.00 

Church    of    the    Covenant  (Sunday 

School)    20.00 

Clark,  Miss  Ella  M   10.00 

Clarkson,  Mrs.  Banyer    10.00 

Clemens,  Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne  ....  5.00 

Clifford,  G.  W   25.00 

Clune,  Frank    2.00 

Clyde,  Mrs.  William  P   10.00 

Cochran,  W.  H   5-00 

Cohen,  Henry    10.00 

Colfelt,  Mrs.  R.  M   100.00 

Colgate,  Miss  Hannah    25.00 

Collier,  Mrs.  Robert  J   10.00 

Collard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W   25.00 

Calvary  Church   (Archdeaconry  Com- 
mittee )    25.00 

Corning,  Mrs.  Arthur  W   5.00 

Cram,  Mrs.  J.  Sargeant    60.00 

Cravath,  Mrs.  Paul  D   25.00 

Crittenden,  Mrs.  Walter  H   i.oo 

Crocker,  Mrs.  Frank  L   5.00 

Crosman  &  Sielcken    10.00 

Crouse,  Benjamin  F   5.00 

Curtis,  Air.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  J   10.00 

Curtis,  Mrs.  F.  Kingsbury    10.00 

Damrosch,  Mrs.  Walter    25.00 

Davidson,  Mrs.  M   10.00 

Davis,  Miss  Mary  F   10.00 

Davies,  John  H   20.00 

Day,  Mrs.  Henry  Mills    10.00 

Dearborn,  David  B   5.00 

de  Coppet,  Mrs.  Edward  J   25.00 

de  Coppet,  Henry  J   10.00 

D.  F.  R   5  00 

De  Geer,  Charles  (Baron)    5.00 

de  Kay,  Miss  Janet   (Specific  Dona- 
tion   15.00 

Delafield,  Mrs.  John  Ross    10.00 

Denison,  Aliss  Emma  K   5.00 
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Denny,  Miss  A.  L   25.00 

Dey,  Anthony    20.00 

Dimniock,  Mrs.  Henry    1500 

Dinsmore,   George   W   5.00 

Dodge,  Arthur  Douglas    50.00 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Cleveland  H   100.00 

Dodge,  Clc\  eland  H   50.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Grace  H   25.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Julia  P   25.00 

Dommerich,  L.  F.  &  Co   10.00 

Douglas,  James    25.00 

Draper,  Mrs.  Henry    10.00 

Drvmimond,  Miss  Grace    5.00 

Duncan,  Miss  Gertrude  1   20.00 

Duncan,  Miss  Grace  Leigh    5.00 

Dunham,  Mrs.  Carroll    10.00 

Duryee,  Miss  .\niy    5.00 

Dwight,  Mrs.  Timothy    10.00 

Eaton,  Frederick  H   10.00 

Edison,  Thomas  A   10.00 

Elkin,  Mr.  Samuel    2.00 

Emmet,  Mrs.  John  Duncan  (Specific 

Donation  )    25.00 

Emmet,  Miss  Lydia  Field    5.00 

Emmons,   Arthur  B   25.00 

Emmons,  Mrs.  A.  B   15.00 

Engel,    Alax    10.00 

Erdman,  Dr.  Seward    5.00 

Evans,  Mrs.  Cadvvalader    10.00 

Everett,  Miss  Florence  A   10.00 

Ewart,  ]\Irs.  Richard    10.00 

Fairfa.x,  Miss  Katherine  V.  E.  (Speci- 
fic Donation)    4.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Gustav    5.00 

Farley,  His  Grace  Archbishop    10.00 

Fearn,  Mrs.   Walker    10.00 

Field,  Cortland  de  Peyster  (Specific)  7500 

Field,  Mrs.  William  B.  Osgood    5.00 

Flagg,  Herbert  H   5.00 

Fleming,  C.  H   5.00 

Floersheimer,   Samuel    5.00 

Floyd,   William    10.00 

Fongart,  Miss  A.  A   3.00 

Forbes,  Mrs.  J.  M   5.00 

Franke,   W.   A   10.00 

Frankenberg,  Mrs.  Alice  B   10.00 

"Friend"    5.00 

Frissell,  A.  S   20.00 

Gardner,  Mrs.  Herman    5.00 

Gardner,  Dr.  W.  A.  A.  (Specific  Do- 
nation )    3,00 

Gerard,  Victor    25.00 

Gerry,  Rolicrt  Livingston    25.00 

Glass,  Henry  (Specific  Donation)  ....  10.00 

Glover,  Mrs.  James  A   2.00 

Gluck,  David    10.00 

Goddard,  Mrs.  J.  Warren    5.00 

Goetcliius,  Mrs.  Milton    5.00 

Goldschmidt,  Julius    25.00 

Goodhart,  Phillip  J   10.00 

Gordon,   The   Misses   Theodora  and 

Louise    20.00 

"Good  Friend"  (Specific  Donation)  . .  25.00 

Gould,  Miss  Helen  Miller    25.00 


Gray,  Neil,  Jr   5.00 

Griggs,  Herbert  L   10.00 

Griswold,  Mrs.  Chester    10.00 

Hagen,  Mrs.  Winston  H   5.00 

Hahn,   Alfred    5.00 

Hall,  Charles  M   5.00 

Hahm,  Jacob    2.00 

Halsted,  E.  Bayard    5.00 

Hamilton,  Miss  Fannie  H   5.00 

Hard,  Mrs.  Anson  Wales    10.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Edward  S   50.00 

riarkness,  Edward  S   100.00 

Harper,  Mrs.  Joseph  W   10.00 

Ilarrinian,  Mrs.  E.  H   25.00 

Harris,  Mrs.  L.  W   2.00 

Hart,  W  illiam  Howard    10.00 

Hassell,  Wallace  W   3.00 

Hasslacher,  Jacob    5.00 

Hay,  ]\Irs.  John    25.00 

Hays,  Mrs.  David  S   5.00 

Headley,   Miss    2.50 

Hearn,  Mrs.  Arthur    25.00 

Henderson,  Mrs.  Edward  Cairns  ....  5.00 

Henry,  Mrs.  Howard  H   5.00 

Hensel,  William  U   5.00 

HerreshofF,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Francis    25.00 

Herrick,  Miss  C.  K   5.00 

Herrnian,   Mrs.    Esther    10.00 

Hesslein,  Miss  Rosalie    5.00 

Hewitt,   Mrs.   Abrani   S   10.00 

Hewitt,  Mrs.  Edward  S   10.00 

Hewlett,   Henry  H   15.00 

Hicks,  Lawrence  J.,        D   5.00 

Higgs,  Charles  H   10.00 

Hill,  Mrs.  F.  T   25.00 

Hirsch,  Leon    25.00 

Hirsch.  Nathan    25.00 

Hirst,  Miss  Gertrude    2.00 

HofTman,  Mrs.  E.  A   10.00 

Hofifman,  F.  B   10.00 

Hofifman,  Samuel  Verplanck    25.00 

Holman,  L.  M   5.00 

Holt,  Charles    2.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  George  C   2.00 

Hosnier,  Mrs.    Edward    S.  (Specific 

Donation)    65.00 

Houghton,  Mrs.  Walter  Edwards  ....  10.00 

Howe,  Dr.  Lucien    10.00 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  Thomas  H   10.00 

lies,    George    10.00 

"In  His  Name"    TO.oo 

Isham,  Fred  de  Forest  (Specific  Do- 
nation)   10.00 

Isham,  Miss  Flora  E   25.00 

James,  Mrs.  Walter  B   5.00 

Jesup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   10.00 

Jcwett,  Mrs.  G.  L   10.00 

Johnson,  Miss  Harriet  B   6.00 

Johnson,  Frank  Coit    10.00 

Jolmson,  Miss  Mary  Truxton    10.00 

Johnston,  Mrs.  Francis  L.  M   5.00 

Joline,  Mrs.  Adrian  Hoffman    10.00 

Jones,  Mrs.  Arthur  Mason    5.00 

Joseph,  Rupert  L   25.00 
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Kahle,  Marcell    2.00 

Kahn,  Mrs.  (Specific  Donation)    5.00 

Kaufman,  Mrs.  E.  S   5.00 

Kaufman,  Mrs.  Henry    25.00 

Kellogg,  Miss  Emma    5.00 

Kclsey,  Clarence  H   15.00 

Kelsey,  Miss  Rosalie  H   2.00 

Kendall,  Mrs.  W.  S   5-00 

Kennedy,  Mrs.  John  Stewart    15.00 

Knapp,  Dr.  Arnold    10.00 

Knoepke,   August    5.00 

Knoepke,  Mrs.  William    5.00 

Kridel,  Mrs.   S.   (Specific  Donation)  5.00 

Kullman,  Herbert    5.00 

Lamontc,  Miss  C.  B   i5-00 

Landon,  A.  R.  W   5.00 

Langdon,  Woodbury  G   10.00 

Lantz,  Jesse    10.00 

Lathers,  JMiss  Agnes    5.00 

Lawrence,  Miss  Caroline  T   10.00 

Lawrence,  John  Burling   10.00 

Lawton,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Reed    50.00 

Levy,    Ephraim    50.00 

Levy,  Emil    3.00 

Levy,  Emil  S   25.00 

Levy,    Isadore    20.00 

Levy,  Robert  T   10.00 

Louis,  Leopold    10.00 

Levvisohn,  Mrs.  Adolph    10.00 

Liebman,  Mrs.  Adolph    10.00 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  Lowell    5.00 

Lloyd,   Herbert   M   5.00 

Lockwood,  Mrs.  Ellen  M   5.00 

Loeb,  Mrs.  Morris    25.00 

Lord,  Mrs.  George  de  Forest    25.00 

Lorentzen,  Mrs.  Carl  C   10.00 

Louis,  Dr.  Isaac  (Specific  Donation)  67.00 

Louis,  Mrs.  J   10.00 

Louis,  ^liss  J.  B   5.00 

Louis,   L   10.00 

Louis,   Harry  J   10.00 

McLane,  Mrs.  J.  W   5.00 

McLean,  Mrs.  James    25.00 

MacMartin,  Malcom    10.00 

Alacy,  Mrs.  George  H   5.00 

Macy,  Mrs.  V.  Everit    10.00 

Marsh,  E.  W   5.00 

]\Lirtin,  Mrs.  Bradley,  Jr   25.00 

Matheson,  Mrs.  William  J   10.00 

May,  Mrs.  B   50.00 

Meeker,  Mrs.  Mary    50.00 

Melirbach,  Miss  Cora    5.00 

Meinhard,  Mrs.  M.  H   5.00 

Merriam,  Miss  Annie  L   5.00 

Migel,  M.  C   50.00 

Minturn,  Mrs.  R.  S   20.00 

Mohr,  Edward  H   i.oo 

Moller,  Miss  Hilda    5.00 

Montant,  Alphonse    20.00 

Moran,  Mrs.  Daniel  E   10.00 

Moran,  Miss  Nina  A   10.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Anne  T   25.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  J.  P.,  Jr   25.00 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Edward  A   10.00 

Morton,  Mrs.  Levi  P   25,00 


M.  M   50.00 

Moses,  Mrs.  James    5.00 

Moses,  Miss  Vera  McT   10.00 

Muller,  Paul    5.00 

Munro,  Mrs.  John  W   20.00 

Nathan,  Miss  Rosalie   10.00 

Neeser,  John  G   10.00 

Nelson,  Miss  Violett    10.00 

Newcomb,  Dr.  James  E   2.00 

Newcomer,  Miss  Margaret    10.00 

Newman,  Miss  Blanche  T   5.00 

Newton,  Mrs.  Francis    25.00 

Ogden,  Mrs.  Clara  B   5.00 

Olcott,  Mr.   Dudley    2.00 

Olyphant,  Miss  E.  A   i.oo 

Olyphant,  F.  Murray    10.00 

Olyphant,  Robert  Morrison    10.00 

O'Neil,  Adams  Co   10.00 

Oothout,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Opdycke,  Mrs.   Emerson    10.00 

Opdycke,  Leonard  E   10.00 

Orr,  Alexander  E   20.00 

Osborn,  Mrs.  William  Church    10.00 

Otis,  Mrs.  George  L   20.00 

Ottinger,  Mrs   10.00 

Overacker,  Miss  M.  L   5.00 

"O.  Z.  B.  C."    15.00 

Parker,  Mr.  George  F   5.00 

Parkin,  The  Misses    10.00 

Parsons,  John  E   25.00 

Parsons,  William  Barclay    10.00 

Partridge,  Dr.  Edward  L   5.00 

Peabody,  Mrs.  Charles  A   10.00 

Peabody,  Mrs.  A.  J   2.00 

Pearson,  Mrs.  Frederick    5.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   100.00 

Penfold,  Miss    25.00 

Persch,    A   2.00 

Peter,  William    100.00 

Phipps,   Henry    500.00 

Pilgrim,  Charles  W   10.00 

Plant,  Miss  Blanche  E   5.00 

Polliemus,  Miss  R.  A   5.00 

Pomroy,  Mrs.  H.  K   10.00 

Porter,  Mrs.  Clarence    5.00 

Potter,  Miss  Claudia    1,00 

Powell,  Thomas  Reed    5.00 

Prentice,  Mrs.  E.  Parmelee    25.00 

Price,  Mrs.  J.  M   2.00 

Prime,  Miss  Mary  R   10.00 

Purdy,  Mrs.  William  M   5.00 

Rankin,  Egbert  G   2.00 

Ranch,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Redmond,  Miss  Emily   10.00 

Reeve,  Mrs.  F.  C   5.00 

Rhoades,  John  Harsen    10.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Nina    28.50 

Rhoades,  Miss  Nina  (Specific)    10.00 

Richard,  Miss  Elvin    25.00 

Richards,  Mrs.  W.  R   5.00 

Richards,  Mrs.  Eben    10.00 

Richmond,  W.   S   5.00 

Riis,  Jacob  A   5.00 
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Robertson,  Julius    lo.oo 

Robinson,  Douglas    lo.oo 

Robinson,  Miss  Mary  P   2.00 

Rogers,  Francis    5.00 

Roman,  Charles  H   10.00 

Roman,  George  E   2.00 

Rosenbaum,  Mrs.  F.    5.00 

Rosenberg,  Milton  J   5.00 

Rosiner,  Mrs.  E.  S   60.00 

Rowland,  Amory  E   10.00 

Russell  Sage  Foundation  Fund  (Pre- 
vention of  Blindness)    5,000.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  Herbert  L   10.00 

Sacks,    Edward    2.00 

Satterlee,   Mrs.   G.   B   10.00 

Sanford,  Edward  T   5.00 

Sawyer,  Mrs.  A.  H   50.00 

Scarborough,  Mrs.  Charles  R   5.00 

Schauffler,  Mrs.  A.  F   10.00 

Schefer,  Mrs.  Carl    10.00 

Schieren,  Charles  A   10.00 

Schiffer,  Miss  May    5.00 

Schmidt,  Miss  Florence    10.00 

Schnabel,   Miss   Laura    5.00 

Schurz,  Miss  Agathe    10.00 

Schurz,  Miss  Marianna    10.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Louisa  Lee    15.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Georgina    5.00 

Schweizer,  Mrs.  Alberta  S   5.00 

Scott,  Miss  Louise  B   10.00 

Sedgwick,  Mrs.  Henry  Dwight    5.00 

Seligman,  Alfred    10.00 

Seligman,  Mrs.  Isaac    10.00 

Shainwald,  Mrs.  R   25.00 

Shepherd,  Miss  Mary  W   10.00 

Shepherd,  Miss  Mary  W.  (.Specific)  ..  2.50 

Sheperson,  Miss  May    i.oo 

Shumard,  A.  Frank    i.oo 

Sloane,  Mrs.  William  M   20.00 

Smith,  Miss  Lillian    5.00 

Smith,  Edith  H   25.00 

Smith,  William  Alexander    10.00 

Speyer,  Mrs.  James    10.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Annie  C   10.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Sarah  D   10.00 

Stafford,  Mrs.  William  F   5.00 

Standing,   George    4.00 

Standish,  Mrs.  Myles    20.00 

Steinberg,  Morris  A   5.00 

Stetson,  Mrs.  Francis  Lynde    50.00 

Stetson,  Francis  Lynde    25.00 

Stevens,  Mrs.  John  Rhinelander  ....  10.00 

Stieffel,  Airs.  H   10.00 

Stillman,   Charles    80.00 

Stillman,  Charles  (Specific    20.00 

Stillman,  Mrs.  Charles    10.00 

Stimson,  Dr.  L.  A   25.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  Anson  Phelps    50.00 

Stokes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  N.  Phelps  . . .  10.00 

Storer,  Mrs.  A.  H   5.00 

Stout,  Mrs.  C.  H   2.00 

Strauss,   Charles    10.00 

Strauss,  Frederick    10.00 

Strauss,  Mrs.  Isadore    10.00 

Streeter,  Mrs   g.oo 

Strickland,  Mrs.  J.  E   2.00 


Strong,  Mrs.  J.  R   3.00 

Sullivan,  Arthur  T   50.00 

Sutherland,  James    21.00 

Suydam,  Mrs.  Lambert,  Jr   5.00 

Tatham,  Miss  Isabelle  T   2.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Robert  Coleman    5.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Earl  W   50.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.  C.  H   5.00 

Tefft,  Mrs.  Erastus  T   5.00 

Thalmann,  Mrs.  Ernest    5.00 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Ludlow    5.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Frederick  F   100.00 

Thorne,  Mrs.  Jonathan    10.00 

Thorne,  Samuel    50.00 

Tiffany,  Mrs.  Dexter    5.00 

Tiffany  &  Co   50.00 

Tillinghast,  Mrs.  William  H   5.00 

Tobias,  B   5.00 

Tod,  Mrs.  J.  Kennedy    10.00 

Tompkins,  Mrs.  William  W   25.00 

Townsend,  Miss  Virginia  F   5.00 

Townsend,  George    5.00 

Trenchard,  Edward    10.00 

Trotter,  T.  A   2.00 

Troup,  Miss  A.  G   5.00 

Trow,  Miss  Frederica  W   2.00 

Tuck  erman,  Mrs.  Alfred    25.00 

Tuckerman,  Bayard    10.00 

Tuckerman,   Mrs.   Paul    5.00 

Turner,  Mrs.  Herbert  Beach    10.00 

Tweedy,  Miss  Florence    2.00 

Turnure,  Mrs.  David  M   25.00 

Untermyer,  Mrs.  1   10.00 

Valentine,  Mrs.  J.  H   5.00 

Valentine,  Mrs.  Lawson    10.00 

Vallens,  Eugene    5.00 

Van  Ingen,  Mrs.  Edward  H   10.00 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Schuyler    10.00 

Villard,  Mrs.  Henry    10.00 

Waldo,  Miss  J.  L   5.00 

Walker,  Miss    10.00 

Walker,  Miss  (Specitic)    2.50 

Warburg,  Felix  M   50.00 

Warburg,  Miss  Carola  (Specific)  ....  5.00 

Warburg,  Paul  M   25.00 

Wardwell,  Mrs.  W.  T   10.00 

Watson,  Airs.  James  S   25.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  J.  Henry    10.00 

Watterson,  W.  W   20.00 

\\'ebster,  Mrs.  Sydney    50.00 

Wells,  Miss  Carolyn    10.00 

Wcscndonck,  Walter    10.00 

Wesendonck,  M.  A   5.00 

\\'esterman,  Miss  L.  A   15.00 

Wheelock,  Mrs.  George  G   20.00 

White,  Mr.  Horace    10.00 

White,  Miss  May  W   10.00 

Whitney,  K.  L   10.00 

Whittelsey,  Airs.  E   40.00 

Whitelaw,  Miss  J.  N.    (Specific)  ....  35.00 

Wiley,  Aliss  F.  D   2.00 

Wilkie,  John  L   10.00 
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Wilkinson,  Alfred    25.00 

Williams,  Arthur   (Specific)    16.65 

Williams,  Charles  P   20.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  Charles  P   10.00 

Williams,  J.  L   10.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  Martha    2.00 

Williamson,  George  DeWitt    35. 00 

Williamson,  Josephine  L   35. 00 

Williamson,  Miss  Mary  B   10.00 


Wilinerding,  Mrs.  Lucius  K.,   Ir.  ...  5.00 

Wiltnauer,  A   5.00 

WoerishofFer,  Mrs.  Anna    25.00 

Wolff,  Mrs.  Louis  S   25.00 

Woodbury,  W.  B   2.00 

X.  Y.  Z   10.00 

Zabriskie,  Mr.  George    5.00 

Zabriskie,  Mrs.  Titus    25.00 


"Enclosed  please  find  check  for  five  dollars  for  the  working  capital.  This  is 
only  a  sliglit  token  of  my  appreciation  for  the  work  which  you  have  sent  me.  Thank- 
ing you  for  your  kindness  ami  wishing  your  wink  great  success,  1  am." — Fraiii  a 
blind  biisiiii'ss  man  coinlnctiinj  successful  husiu.-ss  :c///;  a  dozen  sifililcd  tissislii u Is. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club  who  has  a  large  acquaintance  amongst  blind  men  on 

his  round  of  visits 


Richard  Watson  Gilder,  Late  President  of  the  Association,  wrote: 
"We  speak  of  the  cheerfulness  of  the  blind.  They  are,  indeed,  when  happily 
occupied,  wonderfully  cheerful ;  but  there  are  conditions  of  blindness,  especially 
among  'beginners,'  where  the  gloom  is  indeed  tragic.  Stories  could  be  multiplied 
in  illustration,  but  all  that  may  be  easily  imagined,  and  meantime  it  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  evidences  of  the  advance  of  mankind  in  the  betterment  of  human 
conditions  that  not  only  is  there  more  alertness  in  the  prevention  and  in  the  care 
of  blindness,  but  in  the  alleviation  of  the  condition  of  the  blind  and  in  bringing 
to  them  'Light  through  work.'  " — Reprinted  by  permission  of  Charities  and  The 
Commons. 


CO-OPERATORS  WHO  READ  TO  THE  JJLIND  IN  THEIR  HOMES 

OR  IN  THE  CLASSES 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowles  Miss  Mead 

Mrs.  Walter  Damrosch  Miss  Newman 

Miss  Dean  Mrs.  Francis  Rogers 

Miss  Goodman  Mrs.  Taylor 

Mrs.  D.  Hayes  Miss  Frederica  Trow 

Mrs.  F.  Kein  Miss  Willis 


DONATIONS  IN  KIND 

The  Association  gratefully  acknowledges  its  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
to  its  blind  friends  by  Dr.  Alger,  Dr.  Denison,  Dr.  Hart,  Dr.  Smythe  and  Dr.  Taylor, 
who  have  visited  the  blind  in  their  homes  in  cases  of  need  or  given  special  appointments, 
also  to  Miss  Emma  K.  Denison  for  choral  instruction.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  Man- 
agers and  Subscribers  for  tickets  to  Operas,  Concerts,  Theatres,  Lectures,  etc.,  sent 
for  our  wards,  and  to  a  number  of  anonymous  donors  for  gifts  of  clothing  and  miscella- 
neous articles  received  during  the  year,  and  also  to  : 


"Anonymous"' 

For  bo.x  of  soap. 
Messrs.  Bloomingdale  Brothers. 

Refreshments  for  Women's  Outing,  fancy 
articles  for  Sale. 
Bonnot  Brothers. 

Flowers  for  Sale. 
Brummell's  Candy  Co. 

Candy  for  Sale. 
Mr.  O.  H.  Burritt. 

Reading  matter  for  the  blind,  cuts  and 
photographs  for  reproduction  in  print- 
ing. 

Century  Company. 

Books  for  Sale. 
Miss  Katherine  Chambers. 

A  watch  for  the  blind. 
Mrs.  Walter  Damrosch. 

Refreshments  for  Women's  Club  on  sev- 
eral occasions. 
Charles  A.  Dards. 

Flowers  for  Sale. 
Miss  Emma  K.  Dennison. 

For  choral  instruction. 
Dodd,  Meade  &  Co. 

Books  for  Sale. 
"Friend." 

Souvenirs  for  Hallowe'en  Party. 
Miss  Gregor. 

Souvenirs  for  Tea  Party. 
Hauser,  Florist. 

Flowers  for  Sale. 
Hessian,  Florist. 

Flowers  for  Sale. 
H.  Hicks  &  Son. 

Fruit  for  Sale. 
Henry  Holt  &  Co. 

Books  for  Sale. 


Huyler's. 

Candy  for  Sale. 

L.  Jenke  &  Co. 

Mowers  for  Sale. 
E.  L.  Lang. 

Flowers  for  Sale. 

Maillard's. 

Chocolate  for  Sale. 
Mirror  Candy  Co. . 

Candy  for  Sale. 

Alexander  McConnell. 
Flowers  for  Sale. 

National  Plant  and  Flower  Guild. 
Three  boxes  of  flowers. 

Miss  Blanche  Newman. 

Candy  for  Tea  Party  for  blind  women. 

New  York  City  Flower  and  Fruit  Mission. 

Flowers  for  distribution  by  Home  Teachers 

Okkerse. 

Flowers  for  Sale. 
Miss  Nina  Rhodes. 

Refreshments  for  Women's  Club. 
Mrs.  John  Shaw. 

Two  baskets  of  grapes  and  one  box  of 
flowers. 

Thorley. 

Flowers  for  sale. 

Miss  Annie  Townsend. 
One  box  of  flowers. 

People's  University  Extension  Society. 

For  services  of  cooking  and  dancing  teach- 
ers beginning  October,  1909. 
U.  S.  Dash  and  Fender  Co. 

Use  of  loft  for  one  month. 
\'v'arrendorf,  Florist. 

Flowers  for  Sale. 
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DONATIONS  IN  KIND— Con/inued 


mXNEKS    ANT)   REFRESHMENTS    FOR   ENTERTAINMENTS  GIVEN  BY 


Mrs.  Bernstein 
Miss  E.  M.  Clark 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Clark 
Mrs.  Walter  Dainrosch 
Mrs.  S.  K.  de  Forest 
Miss  Julia  Dodge 
Mr.  Adolph  Forsheini 
Mr.  John  Hiscox 


Airs.  Joseph  Hirsch 
Dr.  Louis 
Mrs.  Seth  Low 
Miss  Nina  Rhoades 
Miss  Shepherd 
Mrs.  Henry  Villard 
Miss  Walker 
Miss  Carola  Warburg 
Mr.  A.  Zimmerman 


DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Angar 

Mrs.  Selden  Bacon 

Mrs.  C.  Baldie 

Mr.  H.  B.  Barnes,  Jr. 

IMr.  T.  W.  Barnes 

"Bath  Beach" 

Mrs.  T.  C.  Beck 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Bcrstein 

Mr.  Walter  Bogert 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Bowles 

Mrs.  D.  R.  C.  Brown 

Miss  Carroll 

Miss  Dolores  Connors 

Mrs.  DeWitt  A.  Davidson 

Mrs.  S.  K.  de  Forest 

Mrs.  Ellery  Dennison 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Devereux 

Mrs.  Duryea 

Mrs.  T.  DeFrances 

Miss  E.  A.  Edwards 

Mr.  Gustav  Eggena 

Mrs.  Ernst 

Mrs.  Sherman  Flint 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Frew 

Mrs,  J.  B.  Gilder 


Air.  Rodman  Gilder 

Miss  Grasse 

Miss  M.  P.  Hanford 

Mrs.  Harrison 

Mrs.  E.  Henschel 

Mr.  Henry  Holt 

Mr.  Roland  Holt 

Air.  Samuel  AI.  Illsley 

Mr.  De  Witt  Kellenger 

Mr.  L.  Louis 

Dr.  I.  Louis 

Mr.  H.  Louis 

Miss  Mehrbach 

Mr.  Norman 

Miss  B.  Newman 

N.  Y.  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition 

of  the  Poor 
Airs.  A.  Campbell  Rogers 
Aliss  D.  F.  Rogers  • 
Mr.  Paul  Stetson 
Mr.  Edward  Trenchard 
Miss  Janet  Whitelaw 
Aliss  Woodruff 
Mrs.  Wirtz 


"I  thank  you  very  much  for  basing  slmU  nie  the  tickets  .  .  .  Among  the  many 
ways  in  which  you  comfort  and  relieve  the  unsighted  I  think  none  more  blessed 
than  the  giving  of  the  opportunity  of  hearing  good  music.  Assuring  you  of  my  ap- 
preciation of  your  continued  remembrance  of  me." — Extract  from  a  letter  from  a 
recipient  of  tickets  for  concerts. 
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NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Blind  pupil  taking  phonograph  dictation  on  the  typewriter 

"The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  organized  about  two  and  a 
half  years  since,  reports  gratifying  progress  in  the  work  of  opening  to  the  blind 
various  ways  of  self-support.  Blind  people  of  both  sexes  and  of  every  age  are 
shown  in  useful  and  remunerative  occupations  of  many  kinds.  ...  Its  high  value 
is  being  thoroughly  demonstrated  by  its  early  results.  This  is  one  of  the  noble 
philanthropies  of  our  time." — Editorial  from  the  Nezcs. 


"Back  to  the  primal  gloom 

Where  life  began, 

As  to  my  mother's  womb 

Must  I,  a  man, 

Return : 

Not  to  be  born  again. 
But  to  remain: 

And  in  the  School  of  Darkness  learn 

What  mean 

The  things  unseen. 

Wrillen  on  his  blindness  Father  Tabb,  poet  and  priest  of  St.  Charles'  College, 
Maryland.  His  career  Teas  one  of  great  usefulness,  be  made  his  affliction  a  source  of 
strength  and  spiritual  good. 


"  As  a  blind  man  who  knows  by  practical  experience  the  splendid 
work  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  and  what  it  is  doing  to 
make  the  blind  less  dependent  and  consequently  happier,  I  wish  to  offer 
my  heartiest  congratulations  for  the  success  ...  of  your  efforts.  I  feel 
that  you  deserve  the  thanks  of  every  blind  person  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  for  your  efforts  are  prodigious  and  your  success  is  not  confined  to 
any  one  section.  It  mu^  be  felt  everywhere.  .  .  .  My  heartiest  personal 
thanks  for  all  the  Association  has  done  to  make  my  life  more  profitable 
and  my  prayers  for  your  continued  success." 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  FROM  A  TEACHER  WHO 
LOST  HIS  SIGHT.  BUT  HAS  LEARNED  HOW  TO  BE  BLIND 
SINCE  HE  CAME  TO  THE  LIGHT-HOUSE. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

OFFICE  AND  SALESROOM  118  E.  59th  STREET 

FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN   -  -  147  E.  42nd  STREET 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
289  FOURTH  AVENUE  ROOM  50 

CIRCULARS  AND  PAMPHLETS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

Five  leaflets  to  the  public  concerning  the  Prevention  of  Infantile 
Blindness. 

"What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind,"  by  Helen  Keller.  (Re- 
printed by  blind  printers  from  the  World's  Work.) 

"  To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children."  Translated  from 
the  German  by  Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 

"  Typhlophiles,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind.    (Reprinted  from  Charities.) 

"Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Different  leaflets  telling  of  the  work  of  the  Association. 


MAGAZINES  ON  FILE  AT  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIA- 
TION, ii8  East  59th  Street. 

(in  types  for  the  blind.) 
Ziegler  Magazine,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 
Progress,  in  English  Braille. 

Christian  Record,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 

Moon  Magazine,  in  Moon  Type. 

The  Daily  Mail,  weekly  issue  in  English  Braille. 

Channels  of  Blessing,  in  English  Braille. 

MAGAZINES  OF  ESPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND  AND 
THEIR  FRIENDS. 

(in  ink  print.) 

Tlie  Blind,  published  by  Gardiner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London. 
England. 

Valentin  Haiiy,  published  by  the  Valentin  Hauy  Association.  Paris, 
France. 

Blindeufreund.  Issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaeter, 
Konigsberg.  Germany. 

The  Braille  Reviexv,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  London,  England. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Associa- 
tion for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the  Blind. 

Orders  taken  for  all  writing  appliances,  books,  and  magazines  in 
any  type  for  the  blind 
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LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK 


OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM 
118  East  59th  Street 

Phone  Plaza  3370 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM   118  EAST  59th  STREET 

TELEPHONE,  PLAZA  3370 

FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN  147  EAST  42nd  STREET 

TELEPHONE,  MURRAY  HILL  4413 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
289  FOURTH  AVENUE         ROOM  50 
TELEPHONE,  GRAMERCY  4058 

OBJECTS 

To  prevent  unnecessary  blindness,  and 
To  help  the  blind  to  help  themselves 


Yearly  Subscriber        -           -  -           -      $  10.00 

Sustaining  Subscriber         _  -           -  25.00 

Patron           .          -          -  .           .  100.00 

Life  Patron  (given  at  one  time)  -           -  500.00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

I  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  Yorl^  Association  for  the  Blind,  incor- 
porated under  Chapter  559  of  the  laws  of  1 895  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
to  be  applied  to  the  benevolent  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Association  and 
under  its  direction,  (insert  description  of  the  money  or  property  given). 

THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY 
BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS 
Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  w^ork  are  requested  not  to 
give  money  to  persons  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Association. 


From  time  immemorial  the  miracle  of  miracles  has  been  to  make  the  blind  see. 
Thi^  miracle  has  now  become  one  of  the  practical  and  methodized  possibilities  of  intelligent 
philanthropy.  The  annual  report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  gives  authentic 
and  full  information  as  to  how  it  is  done,  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  done,  and  the 
extent  to  which  the  wonderful  work  can  further  be  advanced. 

"Light  Through  Work"  is  the  motto  on  the  seal  of  the  society,  and  it  is  fitting. 
The  worst  blight  of  unrescued  blindness  is  helplessness  with  its  combination  of  wearing 
inertion  and  of  dependence.  By  the  most  ingenious  methods,  diligently  and  skilfully  applied, 
the  association  aids  in  removing  this  blight.  In  its  salesrooms  at  118  Elast  Fifty-ninth  Street 
— appropriately  called  "The  Lighthouse "  — there  are  examples  of  the  output  of  a  score  of 
industries  in  which  the  blind  have  been  trained  not  only  to  work  but  to  work  well,  so  that 
the  products  of  their  labor  obtain  and  deserve  living  prices  in  competition  with  those  who 
are  not  handicapped.  From  broommaking  and  chair  caning  to  nice  joiner  work,  from  plain 
knitting  to  weaving,  with  stenography,  typewriting,  telephoning,  piano  tuning,  scientific 
massage  these  industries  range.  And  the  association  is  confident  that,  with  adequate 
support,  this  remarkable  range  can  very  much  be  extended  The  support  should  not  be 
withheld,  and  we  believe  it  will  be  given  generously  when  the  work  is  understood.  We 
recommend  the  rep3rt  as  an  interesting  and  helpful  document  and  we  strongly  urge  its  study. 

— Editorial  From  the  New  York  Times. 


The  people  will  only  hold  up  your  hands  when  their  social  duty 
to  the  blind  is  made  plain.  Let  it  only  be  brought  home  to  their  hearts 
that  the  blind  are  not  hopelessly  doomed  to  idleness,  that  with  intel- 
ligent aid  they  may  become  honorable,  useful  citizens,  and  your  appeal 
will  not  be  in  vain. 

"It  is  for  the  public  to  supplement  your  work.  It  is  for  the  public 
to  make  permanent  what  has  already  been  done." 

Helen  Keller. 


"Dear  Miss  Holt : 

"I  shall  be  very  glad  to  write  a  message  to  the  blind  children  for 
the  new  magazine. 

"We  shall  be  very  happy  to  become  'rays  of  the  Searchlight.' 
I  enclose  a  check  for  the  membership  fee.  I  love  to  think  how  your 
brave  devotion  and  unceasing  efifort  send  out  rays  of  joy  to  many  a 
heart  that  was  dark  and  hopeless. 

"With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  new  magazine,  and  with 
warm  messages,  I  am, 

"Faithfully  yours, 

"Helen  Keller." 

Wrentham,  Mass.,  October  twenty-seventh. 
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WHAT  WE  OFFER  THE  PUBLIC  AT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 
AND  HOW  THE  PUBLIC  CAN  HELP  THE  BLIND 


BUY  A  BROOM 

The  Best  Brooms  are  made  by  tiie  Blind 
at  our  Workshop  for  Blind  Men,  147  East 
42nd  Street.  All  varieties  for  drawing  rooms, 
kitchens,  offices  and  factories,  sold  singly  or 
in  gross.  All  hand-made  of  the  best  selected 
broom  corn.  They  will  outlast  three  of  any 
machine-made  broom  and  always  give  satis- 
faction. 

SEND   CHAIRS   FOR  RE-CANING 
Chairs  called  for  and  delivered. 
BUY 

RUGS.  SCARFS,  CURTAINS,  CUSHIONS, 
WOVEN  BY  HAND:  BEAD  WORK,  BAS- 
KETS, HAND  AND  MACHINE  SEWN 
APRONS  OF  ALL  KINDS,  KNITTED 
AND  CROCHETED  ARTICLES  IN 
GREAT  VARIETY. 

DICTATE  TO  BLIND 
STENOGRAPHERS 

Dictation  taken  on  Shorthand  Machine,  pho- 
nograph or  direct  by  our  blind  secretaries, 
with  or  without  carbon  copies  at  regular 
rates. 

Letters  written  in  Braille  and  New  York 
Point.  Orders  taken  for  articles  or  letters  to 
be  transcribed  into  raised  types. 

HAVE  YOUR  PIANOS  TUNED 
by  skilled  and  experienced  workmen. 

USE  OUR  MASSEURS 

Upon  application  we  will  send  one  of  our 
masseurs  trained  in  the  best  systems  and  in 
Swedish  movements  whose  work  is  recom- 
mended by  physicians  and  patients,  letters 
from  whom  we  will  gladly  show  upon  ajipli- 
cation. 

VISIT  OUR  SALESROOM 

Inspect  the  Mission  furniture,  Hand-made 
Hammocks  with  and  without  mattresses. 

WORSTED  WORK 

Jackets,  Leggins,  Bands,  Shawls,  Costum; 
Dolls.  Worsted  Balls  for  children. 

Motor  Scarfs,  Shawls,  Hug-Me-Tight=, 
Friction  Towels,  etc.,  etc.,  for  grown-ups. 

We  also  take  orders  for  anything  knitted  or 
crocheted  which  you  may  want  and  which  we 
may  not  have  in  stoc'<.  Towels  for  ih" 
kitchen. 


BEAD  WORK 

Chains,  Opera  Glass  Bags,  Lamp  Shades, 
Candle  Shades  and  Electric  Light  Shades. 


BUY  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Checker  Boards,  Chess  Boards,  Playing 
Cards,  Picture  Puzzles,  Toys  and  games;  Self- 
Threading  Needles,  Beads,  Worsteds,  Silks, 
etc.,  etc.,  in  stock. 


SPECIAL  TOOLS   AND  WRITING  AP- 
PLIANCES FOR  THE  BLIND 

Books,  alphabets,  primers,  and  music  in  the 
raised  types  can  be  ordered  through  us. 

Subscriptions  to  the  magazines  for  the  blind. 
Information  concerning  our  Home  Teaching 
Classes  in  trades,  music  etc.  can  be  had  at 
our  office,  118  East  59th  Street. 


CO-OPERATE  BY 
EMPLOYING  THE  PEOPLE  WHOM  WE 
TRAIN.    They  can  always  be  taken  on  trial. 


GIVE  US  CLOTHES  THAT  YOU  NO 
LONGER  WANT,  but  which  would  be  of 
great  use  to  many  of  the  blind  men.  women, 
and  children. 


SEND  TO  OUR  TICKET  BUREAU 
TICKETS  FOR  CONCERTS,  THEATRES, 
AND  LECTLIRES,  which  are  gratefully  used 
by  the  blind  whom  we  personally  know. 

ORDER  PAPERS,  MAGAZINES  AND 
BOOKS,  old  or  new  [through  blind  book 
agents  known  to  us].  Christmas  or  Easter 
Cards  for  blind  or  seeing  people,  silk  or  cot- 
ton hose. 


SEND  US  CLOTHES,  LACES,  ETC.,  TO 
BE  CLEANED,  JEWELRY,  BRIC-A-BRAC 
AND  UMBRELLAS  TO  BE  MENDED, 
FURNITURE  TO  BE  UPHOLSTERED 
AND  MATTRESSES  TO  BE  REMADE. 


HELP  US  WITH  YOUR  GOOD  WILL, 
TIME  OR  GIFTS.  LET  YOUR  ENTHUS- 
IASM MAKE  OTHERS  HELP  US.  WE 
CAN  USE  ANYTHING  FROM  AN  OLD 
PAIR  OF  SLIPPERS  TO  A  THOUSAND 
DOLLAR  NOTE. 


ix. 


WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF 


REGISTRATION  BUREAU 

On  file  at  the  office  of  the  Association  is 
the  census  taken  for  the  Commission  for  the 
Blind.    It  includes: — 

Reports  of  10,000  individuals.  In  the  State 
7,000  who  had  l:>een  classified  as  blind. 

Records  in  full  of  the  2,617  blind  in  Greater 
New  York  (most  of  them  personally  known  to 
us). 

Catalogues  giving  the  institutions  and  liter- 
ature and  occupations  for  the  blind  (as  far  as 
possible)  throughout  the  world. 

A  Collection  of  Press  Clippings  of  educa- 
tional use  in  our  work. 

EDUCATIONAL  CAMPAIGN 

The  Secretary  has  given  talks  in  diflerent 
places  on  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  and 
work  for  the  blind,  illustrated  by  lantern 
slides. 

The  Special  Committee  for  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness  has  distributed  31,427  leaflets  and 
pamphlets.  It  has  also  secured  the  cooperation 
of  medical  bodies,  health  boards,  nursing  as- 
sociations, etc.,  to  minimize  the  loss  of  sight. 
Talks  have  been  given  by  the  officers  of  the 
Association  and  the  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Special  Committee  and  exhibition  of  pho- 
tographs with  descriptive  data  held  in  various 
towns   (see  report  of  Chairman   of  Special 


Committee,  page  65). 

Institutions  visited  and  studied  by  the  Asso- 
ciation and  its  co-operators  in  1910  45 

Blind  children  receiving  no  education  re- 
ferred to  public  schools    7 


HOME  TEACHING 

Visits  are  made  by  Home  Teachers  to  the 
blind  who  are  unable  to  attend  our  Work- 
shop or  classes  or  to  work  outside  of  their 
homes,  and  to  whom  these  lessons  once  or 
twice  a  week  give  the  cheeriest  as  well  as  the 
most  interesting  hours  they  know. 

Instruction  is  given  in  chair  caning,  bas- 
ketry, typewriting,  knitting,  crocheting,  ma- 
chine and  hand  sewing,  reading  and  writing. 
During  the  year  the  visits  of  home  teachers 


numbered    2,945 


WORKSHOP 

Report  for  year  ending  November,  1909. 

Chairs  caned   (1910)    2,999 

Brooms   manufactured    (1910)  45,176 

Nov.  1,  1910. 

Blind  men  employed    37 

Instructive  Department    16 

Piece  workers    21 

Total  number  of  men  employed  during 
year    44 


CLASSES  FOR  WOMEN. 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  classes    46 

Instruction  is  given  in  silk  and  linen  weav- 
ing, rug  weaving,  power  machine  sewing, 
knitting,  machine  work,  crocheting,  bead  and 
basket  work,  cooking  and  dancing.  Individual 
instruction  is  given  in  typewriting,  stenogra- 
phy, phonograph  dictation,  music  and  reading, 
writing,  etc. 

CLASSES  FOR  MEN 

Typewriting  and  business  classes  for  men 
have  been  held  on  Thursday  evenings. 

Number  of  pupils  instructed   12 

Individual  instruction  has  also  been  given 
in  typewriting,  phonograph  dictation,  switch 
board  operating  and  stenography. 

CLOTHING  BUREAU. 

Articles  of  clothing  sold  at  low  prices  or 
given  to  blind  people  or  needy  members  of 
their  families    791 

TICKET  BUREAU* 

This  Association  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
Ticket  Bureau  organized  in  1905. 

The  number  of  tickets  distributed  through 
the  year  for  concerts,  lectures  and  dramatic 
entertainments  to  our  blind  friends,  who  could 


not  otherwise  enjoy  these  privileges  1,593 

Distributed  since  its  foundation  10,874 

CLUBS 

Number  of  meetings  held  by  Blind  Men's 
Improvement  Club  for  the  year   22 

Men  reached  through  the  clubs   215 

Number  of  meetings  held  by  Women's 
Club  of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  for  the  year    20 

Women  reached  through  the  clubs   200 


SEARCHLIGHT  COMMITTEE. 

The  first  entertainment  given  by  this  Com- 
mittee for  the  blind  and  seeing  public  school 
children  was  so  much  enjoyed  by  them,  that 
it  has  been  decided  to  make  this  a  regular 
feature  of  the  work  and  other  entertainments 
have  been  arranged  for  the  year. 

SEARCHLIGHT  MAGAZINE 

A  blind  child  in  the  public  schools  wrote 
to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
asking  for  a  paper  to  be  just  for  children.  To 
answer  this  request  we  have  had  arranged 
a  magaine  in  Braille  to  be  called  "The  Search- 
light," to  be  issued  from  time  to  time,  consist- 
ing of  stories,  letter-box,  riddles,  etc. 


*Eleven  other  Ticket  Bureaus  have  sprung 
from  this. 


X. 


WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF— Continued 


SOCIAL  SERVICE 

Of  the  blind  people  who  come  to  us  through 
the  year  for  aid,  inany  are  referred  to  the 
regular  departments  of  our  work,  including 
the  Workshop  for  Blind  Men,  home  teaching 
women's  classes  for  handicrafts,  cooking,  sew- 
ing, physical  culture,  typewriting,  etc.,  men's 
business  class  and  individual  instruction.  The 
cases  which  are  not  suitable  for  these 
branches,  or  whose  immediate  need  is  for 
ocular  or  medical  attention,  information  or 
help  regarding  any  of  the  resources  a\ailabl; 
for  the  blind  as  relief,  education,  occupations. 


homes  and  institutions,  are  considered  by  the 
Staf¥  at  the  Lighthouse. 
Such  cases  for  the  year  past  have  num- 
bered   4111 

Individual  cases  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee at  its  meetings  (held  bi-monthly 

except  during  the  summer)   94 

Referred   to   other   agencies,   or   to  the 
Department   of    Public   Charities,  for 

City  Pension    41 

Referred    to    oculists  for    special  treat- 
ment   61 

Referred  to  physicians  for  special  treat- 
ment   70 

Referred  to  dentists    8 

Blind,  or  invalid  members  of  their  fam- 
ilies visited  in  iheir  homes  by  S.  S. 

physicians    11 

Placed  in  hospitals  or  convalescent  homes  6 

Placed  in  homes    12 

Sites  secured  for  news-stands,  etc   10 

Permits  or  licenses  obtained    8 

Placed  in  positions  with  seeing   3 

Men  given  stock  or  financial  aid  to  equip 

them  for  different  occupations    9 

Vacation  places  obtained    27 

People  to  whom  loans  were  made  when 

immediate  relief  was  necessary   17 

Patrons  secured  for  tuners    18 

Scholarships   obtained   for    2 

Glass  eyes  obtained  for    2 

Christmas  dinners  sent    42 

Invalids  to  whom  delicacies  were  regular- 
ly sent    16 

Bunches  of  flowers  distributed  in  homes, 

classes  and  institutions    65J 

Blind    people    for   whom    railway  fares 
were  paid  to  take  them  to  and  from 

their  homes  or  to  the  country   7 

Sewing  machines  loaned    to    women  i)i 

their  homes    4 

Shorthand  machines  loaned  to  pupils  in 

their  homes    ^ 

Typewriters    furnished    pupils    in  their 

homes    4 

Wheel-chair   furnished    blind    victim  of 
locomotor  ataxia    1 


Musical  instruments  obtained  for    4 

Legal  Services  obtained  for    5 

Visit  made  to  factories,  business  firms, 
etc.,  to  study  possibilities  of  work  for 
the  blind,  and  in  some  cases  to  place 
indixiduais  at  work   285 


ANNUAL  SALE 

The  Annual  Sale  was  held  on  December  9th, 
10th  and  11th,  1909,  at  which  the  receipts  were 
over  $400.  The  articles  sold  were  chiefly  con- 
tributed by  the  pupils  of  our  classes  and 
Home  Teachers  and  otitside  blind  consigners. 


GRANDE  FETE  DAVIATION 

Held  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  March  28tli,  in 
order  to  raise  funds  for  the  Association. 


ENTERTAINMENTS 

The  plan  inaugurated  last  year  to  reach 
the  older  blind  women  and  take  them  out  of 
their  homes  to  give  them  an  afternoon  of 
music  and  refreshments  has  become  entirely 
successful.  During  the  year  there  were  parties 
for  Hallowe'en,  Thanksgiving,  Christmas 
Washington's  Birthday,  Decoration  Day,  a 
strawberry  festival,  peach  tea  and  harvest 
festival.  That  these  afternoons  give  a  great 
amount  of  pleasure  to  our  blind  friends  is 
evidenced  by  the  .ippreciative  letters  received 
at  the  Lighthouse. 


OUTINGS 

The  Men's  Club  and  rhe  Women's  Club  in 
July  and  August  had  outings  to  Midland 
Beach,  Staten  Island ;  and  trips  by  car,  boat 
or  motor  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  blind  wlio 
are  not  club  members. 


BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND 

Monthly  entertainments  have  b:en  given  at 
Blackwell's  Island  c<flicially  for  the  benefit  of 
the  blind  wards  there,  but  actually  they  have 
furnished  much  pleasure  to  the  sighted  as 
well  as  to  the  handicapped  inmates  of  th; 
Poor  House. 

The  success  of  this  activity  has  b?en  lar<?  ly 
due  to  the  enterprise  of  a  Cotumittee  of  Five, 
including  three  blind  people. 

The  performers  who  have  been  employed 
and  also  those  who  have  volunteered  have  fre 
quently  been  the  blind  themselves,  and  theii 
talents  are  more  appreciated  than  those  of  the 
seeing.  They  have  included  actors,  orators 
and  musicians 


xi. 


SAMUEL  LANGHORNE  CLEMENS 
"  Mark  Twain  " 
The  late  vice-President  of  the  Association  for  the  Blind 
(From  a  drawing  by  Mrs.  Kate  Rogers  Nowell,  by  Courtesy  of  the  Outlook) 

"It  is  dismal  enough  to  be  blind — it  is  a  dreary,  dreary  life  at  best.  To  them  it  is  always 
night  ;  and  when  they  have  to  sit  with  folded  hands  and  with  nothing  to  do  to  amuse  or  enter- 
tain or  employ  their  minds,  it  is  drearier  and  drearier.  They  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to 
subsist  on  charity.  We  would  give  them  an  opportunity  to  earn  their  bread  and  to  know  the 
sweetness  of  the  bread  got  with  the  labor  of  one's  own  hands." — From  a  comment  on  the 
work  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  by  Mr.  Clemens. 


Officers  Deceased 


Dr.  Richard  H.  Derby 
Mr.  John  Harsen  Rhoades 


Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gilder 
Hon.  Carl  Schurz 


Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne  Clemens 


Xll. 


MISS   IDA   TARBELL  ON   THE  WORK  OF  THE  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

Extracts  From  Article  in  American  Magazine  for  November,  1910 

It  is  useless  and  cruel  to  try  to  make  the  blind  do  anything,  above 
all  to  make  them  self-supporting,  she  [Miss  Holt]  was  told.  They 
should  be  the  wards  of  society.  Indignant  at  this  old  superstition, 
which  she  regarded  as  Httle  better  than  a  loophole  for  escaping 
responsibility.  Miss  Holt  began  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  em- 
ployments which  had  been  found  suitable  both  in  this  and  other 
countries  for  the  blind,  and  to  encourage  those  with  whom  she  became 
acquainted  to  undertake  them. 

Not  only  has  Miss  Holt  succeeded  in  getting  together  in  a  few 
years  a  large  number  of  blind  people  eager  for  work,  but  she  has,  by 
the  magic  of  her  courage  and  sympathy  and  good  sense,  put  faith  in 
their  own  powers  to  learn,  into  scores  of  others. 

In  connection  with  the  association  an  energetic  propaganda  is 
going  on  now  for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  and  the  literature  which 
is  sent  out  is  of  the  most  direct  and  practical  kind.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
everything  which  is  connected  with  the  blind  in  any  way,  either  to-day 
or  in  the  past,  is  being  utilized  by  Miss  Holt,  as  a  means  of  instruction 
and  inspiration  to  herself  and  her  associates  and  her  pupils. 

An  ideal  educational  and  industrial  plant  in  New  York  City  is 
her  dream.  It  looks  very  much  as  if,  when  the  financial  help,  which 
the  work  deserves,  comes.  Miss  Holt  will  be  able  to  realize  her  dream. 
Certainly  she  has  brought  a  vigor,  a  determination,  a  devotion,  an  in- 
ventiveness to  the  work  which  promises  not  only  to  re-energize  but  to 
revolutionize  the  care  given  to  the  blind  thus  far  in  this  country. 

I.  M.  T. 


REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

MRS.  EDWARD  RINGWOOD  HEWITT. 


The  fourth  year  of  the  Association 
continues  to  show  strong  and  steadv  de- 
velopment along  the  lines  which  experi- 
ence has  shown  to  be  sane  and  inherently 
useful. 

Dr.  John  H.  Finley,  in  accepting  the 
Presidency  of  the  Association,  continues 
the  high  tradition  bequeathed  us  by  our 
former  Presidents. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne 
Clemens,  one  of  the  Honorary  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  Association,  takes  from 
us  a  friend  whose  sympathy  and  inter- 
est were  a  never  failing  source  of  cour- 
age and  hope.    While  the  Association 


was  in  its  first  youth,  struggling  to  find 
the  j-ight  way,  Mr.  Clemens,  with  that 
charity  and  kindly  insight  which  distin- 
guished him,  appeared  at  our  first  annual 
meeting  and  voiced  for  us  to  the  public 
the  situation  as  we  saw  it  and  the  hopes 
and  aspirations  we  held  for  its  solving. 
For  a  new  Association  the  first  public 
step  counts  exceedingly,  and  it  is  to  Mr. 
Clemens  that  we  largely  owe  the  fact 
that  our  initial  step  put  us  in  the  right 
path  for  public  appreciation  and  inter- 
est. It  was  Mr.  Clemens'  deep  affection 
for  Miss  Helen  Keller  and  his  conse- 
quent knowledge  of  what  might  be  done 
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for  the  blind,  which  led  him  to  give  his 
influence  and  advice  to  this  Association. 
We  have  striven  to  profit  by  it  and  are 
glad  to  think  that  we  had  his  interest  and 
approval  to  the  last. 

ACTIVITIES. 

The  various  kinds  of  work  which  ex- 
perience has  proven  are  practical  for  the 
blind  still  continue  at  the  Lighthouse  and 
at  the  Factory  for  men.  The  manufac- 
ture of  brooms  at  the  Workshop  for 
Blind.  Men  and  the  caning  of  chairs  con- 
tinue to  give  occupation  to  thirty-five 
men.  In  our  present  quarters  this  is  all 
we  can  employ,  but  it  is  our  great  good 
fortune  to  look  forward  to  a  Model 
Workshop  given  us  by  the  generosity  of 
a  friend,  whose  heart  was  moved  to  make 
this  important  contribution  to  the  cru- 
sade for  "Light  through  Work."  Our 
men  are  to  have  a  building  facing  St. 
Gabriel's  Park,  where  light,  air  and  sun 
are  guaranteed  by  the  free  space  af¥ord- 
ed  by  the  Park,  and  this  beautiful  site 
has  been  given  by  one  who,  in  her  in- 
sight into  our  work  was  as  wise  as  she 
has  been  generous.  What  this  will  mean 
to  the  health,  spirits  and  capacity  of  tht 
workmen  may  well  be  imagined.  It  is  a 
great  step  forward. 

At  the  Lighthouse  the  weaving  classes 
contimte  for  women  and  girls.  The 
product  of  our  looms  becomes  increas- 
ingly a  matter  of  pride  to  us  all ;  pattern- 
weaving  is  an  accomplishment  of  some 
of  our  most  skillful  girls,  and  the  opera- 
glass  bags,  scarfs,  counterpanes,  cushions 
and  rugs  made  in  our  Work  Room  will 
bear  comparison  with  any  hand  work  of 
sighted  skilled  workers.  These  find  a 
good  market,  and  are  a  source  of  legiti- 
mate income  as  well  as  pride  to  workers 
and  Association  alike. 

Basketry  continues  to  occupy  a  num- 
ber of  girls  and  women  successfully.  A 
novelty  of  this  year  is  the  wicker  framed 
breakfast  tray  which  is  both  charming 
and  practical  with  its  base  of  glass-cov- 
ered chintz.  These  have  sold  very  well, 
and  we  are  working  on  orders  which  we 
are  glad  to  take  at  any  time. 

The  reading  and  writing  classes,  teach- 


ing of  stenography,  typewriting  and 
switchboard  operating  continue  at  the 
Lighthouse. 

The  cooking  classes  continue  to  be 
most  successful.  Cakes  made  by  the 
blind  women  are  sold,  but  of  course  this 
instruction  is  intended  to  enable  blind 
women  to  continue  their  useful  house- 
hold activities.  This  they  do  most  suc- 
cessfully. 

NEV^  ACTIVITIES. 

Continuing  in  the  endeavor  to  fit 
women  for  home  activities,  a  sewing 
class  has  been  formed  both  for  hand  sew- 
ing and  machine  stitching.  It  promises 
to  be  useful  along  these  fundamental 
lines  and  adds  to  the  happiness  both  of 
the  home  and  of  the  women. 

There  has  also  been  formed  a  Search 
Light  Committee,  of  which  the  theory  is 
that  each  seeing  person  should  be  a  ray 
of  light  to  a  blind  child.  Whether  it 
may  not  ultimately  develop  that  the  re- 
verse is  at  least  often  the  case,  remains 
to  be  seen,  but  at  any  rate  there  will 
without  doubt  be  light  generated. 

The  most  novel  departure  for  the 
year  has  been  a  Magazine  for  Blind 
Children.  There  is  nothing  of  this  kind 
in  our  country,  and  we  think  it  will  be 
both  a  pleasure  and  a  help  to  the  blind 
children. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

A  tiny  library  for  the  blind,  in  charge 
of  a  blind  librarian,  has  been  opened  in 
a  top  room  at  the  Lighthouse.  This  new 
ef¥ort  is  of  great  importance  and  help- 
fulness to  our  workers  and  Home 
Teachers. 

THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  118 
East  59th  Street  on  the  first  Thursday 
in  December.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  presided.  The 
Secretary  spoke  of  the  Association's 
work  as  well  as  of  her  investigation  of 
the  various  institutions  for  the  blind 
abroad.  Reports  were  read  from  the 
Treasurer  and   the    Chairmen    of  the 
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various  committees.  The  Special  Com- 
mittee for  the  prevention  of  blindness 
gave  an  account  of  its  activities,  and  de- 
tails of  the  work  of  the  Blind  Men's  and 
the  Blind  Women's  Clubs  were  given  by 
their  Presidents.  After  the  usual  trans- 
action of  business  the  meeting  ad- 
journed, and  the  work  of  tHe  blind  arti- 
sans and  the  foundation  of  the  Museum 
were  inspected. 

ANNUAL  INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBIT. 

The  Industrial  Exhibit  and  sale  of 
work  held  at  the  Lighthouse  in  Novem- 
ber was  of  unusual  interest,  and  widened 
our  circle  of  friends.  Our  voluntary 
assistants  and  the  staff  deserve  great 
credit  for  the  energy  and  taste  which 
they  displayed  on  this  occasion.  .We 
wish  to  thank  all  those  who  helped  us, 
in  time  or  in  gifts,  toward  making  it  a 
success. 

FKTF.  d'aVIATION. 

The  Ball,  which  took  the  form  of  a 
Fete  D'Aviation,  was  both  beautiful  and 
interesting  as  a  spectacle  and  successful 
in  its  other  capacity  of  supplying  much 
needed  sinews  of  war. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  consented  to 
dignify  the  occasion  by  his  presence,  and 
to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Association 
and  its  work.  He  was  introduced  by 
our  first  President,  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott, 
who,  with  his  unfailing  interest  in  our 
activities  and  his  extended  knowledge 
of  them,  spoke  feelingly  in  our  behalf. 
Mr.  Henrv  Waters  Taft  made  a  short 
address,  and  introduced  Miss  Ethel 
Barrymore,  who  read  the  letter  on  page 
6  from  Miss  Helen  Keller. 

The  Chanticler  dance  was  unique  and 
interesting,  and  the  Butterfly  dance  was 
a  beautiful  spectacle  and  a  delight  to  the 
eye. 

Another  feature  of  the  entertainment 
was  the  moving  pictures  of  airship 
ascensions,  with  talks  given  by  Mr.  Au- 
gustus Post,  of  the  Aero'  Club  of 
America;  Mr.  Charles  Battell  Loomis, 
and  others.    The  models  of  airships  in 


the  ballroom  were  loaned  through  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Albert  Triaca,  of  the 
American  School  of  Aviation, 

We  wish  to  express  our  deep  obliga- 
tion to  Mrs.  Ernest  Brower  for  her 
faithfulness,  which  made  the  dance  of 
the  Butterflies  possible;  to  Miss  Glover 
and  her  Committee  on  Favors  and  Dec- 
orations ;  to  Mr.  Charles  Stuart  Butler 
and  his  Floor  Committee ;  to  Mr.  How- 
ard Borden  for  organizing  the  Chanti- 
cler dance;  to  Mr.  Henry  Morgan  Post, 
Treasurer  of  the  Ball ;  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invitations  and  to  the  other  Pat- 
rons for  the  occasion ;  to  all  those  who 
gave  their  time,  interest  and  accomolish- 
ments  toward  the  success  of  the  enter- 
tainment, including  Signor  Romeo  and 
Mr.  Manuel  Klein  for  their  artistic  as- 
sistance, and  to  Messrs.  Shubert  and 
Anderson,  of  the  Hippodrome,  for  per- 
mitting them  to  aid  us. 

An  exhibition  at  the  Colony  Club  of 
industrial  work,  in  which  we  had  type- 
writing and  stenography  from  dictation, 
broom-making,  weaving,  switchboard 
work,  basket  making  was  most  success- 
ful. ]Mi«s  Holt,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  gave  an  illustrated  talk  in 
the  Assembly  room,  touching  on  the 
work  of  the  blind  from  the  time  of  the 
Pharaohs  to  our  own.  The  audience 
was  deeply  interested,  and  the  work 
strengthened  by  the  further  education 
of  the  intelligent  public  as  to  the  possibil- 
ities of  the  blind.  The  Association  is 
indebted  for  the  use  of  the  rooms  at  the 
Colony  Club  to  the  generosity  of  Mrs. 
Richard  Trvin  and  Mrs.  Otto  Kahn. 
Miss  Holt  also  spoke  and  held  an  exhi- 
bition of  work  for  the  blind,  at  which 
her  blind  secretary  gave  demonstrations 
in  stenography,  etc.,  at  the  State  Chari- 
ties Conference,  at  the  Council  of  Jewish 
Women  in  Baltimore,  for  the  Social  Ser- 
vice League  there  and  elsewhere. 

Much  interest  was  awakened  among 
those  who  visited  the  exhibition  and  the 
education  of  the  seeing  public  into  the 
possibilities  of  work  and  "Light  through 
Work"  for  the  blind  was  extended.  Sev- 
eral substantial  contributions  and  orders 
for  work  were  the  immediate  harvest. 
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At  the  Lebanon  Hospital  Fair  at  the 
Waldorf,  one  of  our  blind  girls  demon- 
strated weaving  on  a  loom. 

At  the  Actors'  Fund  Fair  the  Asso- 
ciation demonstrated  broom-makin-^^, 
weaving  and  stenography  and  typewrit- 
ing and  sold  articles  made  by  our  work- 
ers. We  were  honored  by  a  visit  from 
His  Excellency  President  Taft,  who  dic- 
tated somewhat  incredulously  to  our 
blind  stenographer ;  the  result  was  all 
our  utmost  claims  could  wish  to  see 
justified.    See  page  41. 

The  Secretary  visited  thirty  public  in- 
stitutions, including  many  in  Ireland, 
during  her  summer  vacation,  and  found 
no  provision  made  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness.  Bringing  this  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Viceroy  and  Lady  Aberdeen, 
she  met  at  once  most  intelligent  re- 
sponse. Through  Lady  Aberdeen's  ini- 
tiative the  Health  League  of  Ireland  is 
planning  to  include  with  its  tuberculosis 
crusade  measures  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness.  The  Society  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Cruelty  to  Children  of  Ireland 
also  contemplates  including  this  work 
among  its  activities.  The  prevention 
propaganda  is  also  extending,  through 
the  efforts  of  the  Secretary,  to  Greece. 
China  and  Japan. 

During  the  Secretary's  absence  for  the 
summer,  the  work  was  in  charge  of  Miss 
Rogers,  who  conducted  it  with  her  usual 
efficiency.  The  intense  heat  of  the  sum- 
mer made  this  unusually  difficult  this 
year,  but  the  work  neither  flagged  nor 
faltered.  We  have  once  more  to  realize 
that  it  requires  both  system  and  a  di- 
recting personality  to  spell  success. 

women's  club. 

I  wish  to  call  particular  attention  to 
the  report  of  the  Women's  Club,  which 
is  finding  its  way  so  successfully  to  ser- 
vice as  well  as  to  enjoyment,  led  by  the 
light  within  its  leader.  Their  party 
down  the  bay  and  the  summer  vacations 
they  provided  for  eight  girls  are  indi- 
cations of  the  path  toward  light  that 
they  are  traveling. 


men's  club. 

The  Alen's  Club  is  increasing  in  num- 
bers and  maintaining  its  interest  and 
usefulness.  Their  leader  has  high  am- 
bitions for  them  now  that  their  organi- 
zation is  well  established  and  the  loyalty 
of  the  members  proved. 

BLIND  cheering  THE  SIGHTED. 

A  new  activity  has  been  opened  in  a 
rather  singular  line  for  the  more  culti- 
vated of  our  people.  A  doctor  has  asked 
us  to  send  blind  readers  to  some  of  his 
seeing  patients  that  the  depressed  and 
discouraged  may  take  heart  from  seeing 
this  signal  triumph  over  one  of  life's 
greatest  handicaps. 

THE   NEEDS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Association  has  that  active  pros- 
perity, which  can  use  and  needs  a  wide 
range  of  things.  Our  Social  Service 
Committee,  which  does  such  capable 
work,  ranging  from  visiting  a  person 
suddenly  stricken  blind  in  the  hospital, 
carrying  courage  and  hope  to  despair, 
to  finding  employment  for  men  and 
women,  helping  through  temporary  em- 
ergencies, placing  the  helpless  in  homes 
and  meeting  in  short  the  needs  of  the 
blind  as  they  present  themselves,  can  use 
clothes,  money,  personal  service  and  in- 
formation and  asks  for  help  in  any  and 
all  these  lines. 

OUR  GREATEST  NEED. 

Next  to  a  completely  understanding 
public,  which  would  render  all  our  needs 
unnecessary  by  filling  them,  our  immedi- 
ate need  is  for  a  proper  house  for  our 
central  Lighthouse.  This  should  contain 
our  executive  offices,  our  salesroom,  class 
rooms  for  the  girls,  workrooms,  a  swim- 
ming pool  and  room  for  exercise,  club 
rooms  and  roof  garden  for  the  women 
and  girls.  A  subscription  towards  this 
building  has  been  opened,  and  encour- 
aged by  our  great  good  fortune  in  re- 
ceiving a  building  for  the  Men's  Work- 
shop, which  met  our  other  great  need, 
we  hope  that  this  appeal  may  meet  as 
generous  and  prompt  a  response. 
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The  report  for  the  year  cannot  close 
without  paying  its  due  tribute  to  the 
energy,  capacity  and  devotion  of  its  Sec- 
retary, Miss  Winifred  Holt.  As  from 
her  mind  and  heart  sprang  the  Associa- 
tion, so  from  that  same  fertile  source  it 


continues  to  draw  its  growth  and  devel- 
opment. With  such  an  example  of  con- 
secration before  us,  the  other  workers  in 
the  Association  must  needs  give  of  their 
])cst  and  the  work  itself  endure. 

Mary  A.  Hewitt. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
The  Blind  Alen's  Club  and  their  Guests  in  the  water  at  Midland  Reach 


LETTER  WRITTEN  BY  MISS  HELEN  KELLER  FOR  THE 
FETE  d' AVIATION. 

"Wreiitham,  Mass.,  March  13,  1910. 

"Aliss  Winifred  Holt, 

"Secretary  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Bhnd. 
"My  dear  Miss  Holt: 

"What  a  beautiful  idea  is  embodied  in  your  fete  d'aviation!  How 
fittingly  it  symbolizes  the  aspirations  of  the  blind  and  the  patience  of 
those  who  dream  and  labor  long,  until  their  winged  hopes  really  fly. 

"Once,  long  ago,  Dr.  Bell  told  me  that  in  a  few  years  man's  con- 
quest of  the  air  would  be  an  accomplished  fact.  Less  imaginative  and 
less  daring  minds  walked  the  earthly  paths  of  skepticism.  Now,  be- 
hold, the  dreamers  have  taken  to  themselves  wings,  and  we  see  them 
soar  through  the  living  air. 

"A  few  years  ago,  when  we  were  trying  to  help  the  sightless 
worker  climb  up  to  the  free  heavens  of  independence  and  service, 
people  told  us  that  we  were  tempting  a  new  element,  that  the  blind 
man  could  not  rise  above  a  condition  divinely  ordained,  but  must  creep 
in  the  cold,  dull  apathy  of  idleness.  The  friends  of  the  blind  closed 
their  ears  to  discouragement  and  shut  their  eyes  to  defeat.  They 
dreamed  and  struggled  on,  and  now  more  and  more  of  the  blind  are 
being  lifted  up  to  a  happier,  more  useful  existence.  It  is  true,  many 
fly  only  a  little  way,  many  others  rise  only  to  fall ;  but  we  have  seen 
the  bravest  and  best  of  them  hold  their  course  against  the  winds. 

"Our  ideal  is  to  give  every  blind  person  a  chance  to  become  an 
educated  citizen,  a  wage-earner  and  a  sharer  in  the  work  for  the 
common  good.  This  ideal  is  high  above  actual  conditions.  We  know 
that.  Still,  we  have  had  enough  success  to  know  that  our  ideal  is 
right,  and  that  in  time  it  may  be  realized.  It  cannot  be  realized,  how- 
ever, without  the  generous  co-operation  of  the  people.  Think  how 
many  lives  were  spent,  to  say  nothing  of  thousands  of  dollars,  before 
the  Wright  brothers  and  other  heroic  aeronauts  succeeded.  The  eflforts 
of  some  of  those  who  did  not  succeed,  but  prepared  the  way  for  others, 
were  covered  with  ridicule,  and  even  declared  contrary  to  the  will  of 
Providence. 

"Likewise,  people  of  as  little  faith  told  us  that  if  we  awakened 
brave,  manly  ideas  in  the  hearts  of  the  blind,  we  should  but  fill  them 
with  discontent,  and  expose  them  to  the  rude  tempest-shocks  of  active 
life  from  which  they  had  been  mercifully  guarded.  We  should  rather, 
it  was  urged,  leave  them  resigned  to  their  lot  and  at  need  make 
crutches  whereupon  they  could  lean.  But  the  blind  man  has  proved 
beyond  doubt  that  he  is  capable  of  a  higher  existence,  that  he  is  happy 
in  his  work  and  more  content  with  his  lot  than  when  he  was  merely 
resigned  to  it. 

"I  wish  I  could  come  to  your  beautiful  fete  and  touch  the  costumes 
of  the  birds  and  butterflies.  The  thought  of  all  that  skyey  beauty 
gives  my  fancy  wings,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  weigh  down  the  pinions 
of  joy  with  a  solemn  moral.  But  I  hope  your  guests  will  not  forget 
the  symbol  of  the  fete — that  man  dreams  first,  then  works  and  rises 
to  the  heights  of  realization,  that  no  one  can  rise  above  the  circle  of  a 
narrow  life  without  the  aid  and  encouragement  of  his  fellow-men. 

"With  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  am, 

"Faithfullv  yours, 

"Helen  Keller." 
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"  My  best  wishes  vvitli  you  in  the  splendid  work." — Lyman  Abbott . 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 
MISS  WINIFRED  HOLT 


This  report  is  as  far  as  possible  a  com- 
pilation of  what  the  blind  themselves 
have  said  and  reported  concerning  the 
work  which  they  are  doing  for  the  Light- 
house, with  some  reference  to  similar 
work  throughout  the  world. 

Tlie  Secretar}-,  with  the  aid  of  her 
blind  stenographers,  has  gladly  acted  as 
editor  and  modest  contributor,  when 
necessary. 

It  is  only  possible  each  year  to  com- 
ment briefly  upon  the  Association's  work 
and  its  new  phases.  For  a  history 
of  our  short  existence,  we  refer  our 
friends  to  the  former  Reports,  which  we 
will  be  glad  to  furnish  on  application  to 
the  office,  No.  118  East  59th  Street. 

Before  recording  the  year's  work 
for  the  blind,  we  deem  it  but  proper  to 
express  the  Association's  sorrow  over 
the  loss  of  one  of  our  Honorary  Vice- 
Presidents. 

MARK  TWAIN. 

The  death  of  Mark  Twain,  a  loss  to 
the  world,  has  been  a  personal  bereave- 
ment to  the  Association. 

WHAT  LED  HIM  TO  ACCEPT  OFFICE  IN  THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

When  he  was  asked  to  become  one  of 
our  Vice-Presidents,  with  characteristic 
thoroughness  Mr.  Clemens  wished  to 
know  why  such  an  organization  should 
exist.  He  learned  that  half  of  the  coun- 
try's blindness  was  unnecessary  and  that 
there  was  no  effort  being  made  by  the 
public  to  stop  the  easily  preventable 
Winding  of  babies ;  that  there  was  no 
State  nor  lay  association  making  any 
provision  for  the  three-quarters  of  the 
blind  who  lost  their  sight  when  grown 
men  and  women  with  formed  habits, 
tastes  and  ambitions ;  that  there  existed 
few  homes  suitable  for  the  aged  and  in- 
firm, and  but  one  broom  factory  for 
blind  men,  conducted  by  private  charity. 


Then  with  enthusiasm  he  offered  to  help 
the  work,  and  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life  contributed  to  our  funds. 
Even  forty-eight  hours  before  his  death 
he  sent  us  a  contribution,  the  check  be- 
ing signed  with  his  own  hand. 

HE  SPOKE  AT  OUR  FIRST  PUBLIC  MEETING. 

At  the  first  public  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation Mr.  Clemens  spoke  at  length, 
saying:  "It  is  dismal  enough  to  be  blind 
— it  is  a  dreary,  dreary  life  at  best.  To 
them  it  is  always  night ;  and  when  they 
have  to  sit  with  folded  hands  and  with 
nothing  to  do  to  amuse  or  entertain  or 
employ  their  minds,  it  is  drearier  and 
drearier.  They  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  subsist  on  charity.  We  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  earn  their 
bread  and  to  know  the  sweetness  of  the 
bread  got  with  the  labor  of  one's  own 
hands." 

HELEN  KELLER  CALLED  MARK  TWAIN  AN 
OPTIMIST. 

After  the  other  speeches,  Mr.  Clemens 
arose  and  holding  a  letter  from  Miss 
Keller,  said  with  great  emotion :  "Since 
Joan  of  Arc  in  chains  pleaded  before  her 
captors,  there  has  been  no  more  eloquent 
plea  than  this  letter  from  Helen  Kel- 
ler." He  then  read  Miss  Keller's  letter, 
in  which  she  said :  "We  have  listened 
long  enough  to  the  pessimists.  You 
once  told  me  you  were  a  pessimist,  Mr. 
Clemens ;  but  great  men  are  usitally  mis- 
taken about  themselves.  You  are  an 
optimist.  If  you  were  not,  you  would 
not  preside  at  the  meeting.  For  it  is  an 
answer  to  pessimism.  It  proclaims  that 
the  heart  and  the  wisdom  of  a  great  city 
are  devoted  to  the  good  of  mankind,  that 
in  this,  the  busiest  city  in  the  world,  no 
cry  of  distress  goes  up  but  receives  a 
compassionate  and  generous  answer.  Re- 
joice that  the  cause  of  the  blind  has  been 
heard  in  New  York ;  for  the  day  after,  it 
shall  be  heard  round  the  world." 
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Mr.  Clemens'  voice  trembled  as  he 
read,  tears  stood  in  his  eyes  and  the 
spectacle  of  the  ^eat  audience,  which 
included  many  blind  people,  moved  to  its 
depths,  was  one  which  those  who  were 
privileged  to  see  will  never  forget. 

His  signed  photograph  hangs  in  the 
lamp  room  of  the  Lighthouse,  and  his 
books,  which  are  read  by  the  blind,  will 
always  have  a  peculiarly  personal  note 
for  us,  because  he  was  a  friend  of  the 
blind  who  understood  their  powers  and 
ambitions. 

DEATH     OF     A     BLIND     MUSICIAN  AND 
TEACHER. 

We  regret  the  death  of  Dr.  David 
Wood,  a  blind  man  whose  useful  life  and 
attainments  as  a  musician  and  teacher 
were  a  great  lesson  to  the  blind  as  well 
as  the  seeing  world. 

.\   F.\ITHFUL   WORKER   LEAVES  US. 

The  Lighthouse  is  poorer  by  the 
death  of  Mrs.  ^lahin,  a  faithful  worker 
of  our  staff,  who  was  much  loved  bv  the 
blind. 

OUR  NEW  PRESIDENT. 

At  the  Lighthouse  we  are  all  very 
glad  that  Mr.  Finley  has  succeeded  our 
late  much-loved  President.  Mr.  Gilder 
and  Mr.  Finley  were  great  friends ;  they 
both  understood  the  far-seeing  blind  and 
the  need  for  the  work.  We  are  proud 
of  our  new  Chief,  who  shares  our  ideals 
and  hopes  for  better  things. 

PROGRESS. 

In  marshaling  the  facts  for  our  fourth 
Report,  it  is  encouraging  to  find  that  our 
former  plans  to  give  to  our  blind  LIGHT 
THROUGH  WORK  have  advanced 
steadily,  and  that  several  new  and  very 
promising  undertakings  have  been  inau- 
gurated. 

THE    FORGOTTEN  BLIND. 

^M^en  we  were  incorporated,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  blind  were  forgotten. 
We  were  called  into  being  by  the  needs 
which  we  gave  on  page  7  as  those 
which  made  Mark  Twain  champion  our 


cause.    These  forgotten  blind,  as  their 

blindness  was  often  due  to  poverty, 
were  utterly  helpless,  and  forced  to  sub- 
sist on  charity.  If  they  had  no  relatives 
to  support  them,  their  one  possible  ref- 
uge was,  if  they  were  fortunate,  a  home 
for  the  blind ;  but  as  these  were  usually 
crowded,  many  were  forced  to  the  poor- 
houses,  prisons  and  insane  asylums. 

OUR  OBJECTS. 

Hence  the  need  for  the  Association 

and  its  branches,  which  aim, 

1st.  To  prevent  all  forms  of  unneces- 
sary blindness. 

2d.  To  aid  blind  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren to  overcome  their  handicap 
to  the  greatest  practical  extent 
and  to  make  their  lives  useful  and 
happy  by  extending  their  hori- 
zons of  work  and  interest. 

3d.  To  educate  the  public  how  to 
prevent  blindness  and  how  to 
profit  by  the  abilities  of  the  blind. 

We  REGARD  IT  AS  A  PRIVILEGE  TO  CO- 
OPERATE WITH  ALL  ACTIVITIES  AND  IN- 
DIVIDU.\LS. 

XOX-SECTARIAX  AND  CO-OPER- 
ATIVE. 

HELP   GIVEN    IRRESPECTIVE  OF   CREED  OR 
COLOR. 

A  glance  at  the  list  of  the  oflficers  of 
the  Association  shows  leaders,  workers 
and  thinkers  of  many  creeds.  It  is  our 
wish  to  help  all.  irrespective  of  belief, 
color  or  nationality.  This  year  many 
Hebrews  have  found  work  through  the 
Lighthouse,  and  the  number  of  Catho- 
lics applying  for  aid  has  not  diminished. 
\\'e  have  had  one  Russian,  two  Greeks 
and  three  Buddhists  among  our  co- 
workers. Not  a  few  colored  men  and 
women  are  helped  by  us. 

THE    INDIVIDUAL  CONSIDERED. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  innovation  in  the 
so-called  "new  movement  for  the  blind" 
is  the  fact  that  they  are  not  lumped  as  a 
class.  It  is  the  great  ambition  of  the 
Association  to  study  each  one  ot  its 
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wards  separately,  and  to  develop  to  the 
utmost  his  individual  potentialities.  The 
old  method  was  usually  to  make  all  of 
any  one  group  of  blind,  either  basket- 
makers  or  musicians.  Our  aim  is  to  fit 
the  taste  and  personality  of  each. 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SPIRIT. 

Some  of  our  blind  people  have  said 
that  they  loved  the  Lighthouse  spirit, 
and  that  the  Association  had  a  soul  of 
its  own.  It  is  for  the  blind  to  say  it,  and 
for  us  to  hope  that  it  is  true,  and  to 
strive  that  it  may  be  ever  increasingly 
true. 

Though  no  services  are  held  in  our 
classes  or  clubs,  we  believe  that  the  spirit 
at  the  Lighthouse  is  religious. 

In  our  work,  in  talks  and  in  lectures, 
we  realize  that  the  history  of  whatever 
subject  we  may  take  up  is  not  merely  a 
tabulation  of  facts.  We  trace  the  grad- 
ual evolution  towards  a  better  state  of 
things,  which  some  would  call  "a  progress 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth,"  and 
others  do  not  wish  to  limit  by  words. 
Students  of  work  for  the  blind,  and 
most  blind  workers  themselves,  cannot 
fail  to  note  the  marvelous  growth  to- 
ward the  emancipation  of  the  blind. 

A  CHRISTIAN  AND  A  HEBREW  WHO  FOUND 
FAITH   THROUGH    THE  ASSOCIATION. 

A  very  old  colored  man,  whose  record 
previous  to  blindness  had  been  far  darker 
than  his  skin,  said  in  a  shame-faced  way : 
"I's  been  for  some  time  a  worker  for  de 
Lighthouse.  Well,  mam,  I'se  been 
workin'  here  and  getting  'long  bet- 
ter, and  it  peers  to  me  it's  most  time 
for  dis  nigger  ter  be  gettin'  baptised. 
Does  yer  think,  mam,  the  Associa- 
tion could  furnish  me  wid  some  bap- 
tismal raiment?"  The  Association  did, 
and  that  old  "Nigger"  is  a  shining  light 
in  his  church. 

A  young  blind  Hebrew,  who  hated 
dogma,  and  had  become  profoundly 
agnostic,  said  that  since  he  had  known 
the  Association's  work,  he  believed  that 
there  must  be  a  God. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

The  Association  feels  that  the  corner- 
stone for  its  work  should  be  conscien- 
tious, unceasincr  effort  to  prevent  not 
only  infant  blindness,  but  all  forms  of 
blindness.    The  renewal  of  Mrs.  Sage's 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE 
BLIND 

One  of  hundreds  of  Children  who  would  not 
have  been  blind,  had  the  Association 
heard  of  them  in  time. 


gift  [restricted  to  "prevention"]  to  the 
Association's  Special  Committee  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness  has  been  a 
source  of  great  gratification.  Her 
farther  recogniticjn  of  the  need  of 
the  work,  started  by  our  Association, 
by  the  formation  of  the  Sage  Founda- 
tions National  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness,  is  of  deepest 
significance.     It  is  even  hoped  it  may 
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lead,  ultimately,  if  only  by  the  force 
of  example,  to  the  prevention  of  the 
needless  blinding  annually  of  thousands 
in  the  Orient,  where  this  idea  has  not 
penetrated,  and  where  hygienic  precau- 
tions to  limit  the  spread  of  blindness 
are  still  regarded  with  horror  as  in- 
sults  to   the   Gods.      (For   the  work 


Came  to  the  Lighthouse  too  late, 
three  children  needlessly  blind. 

One  family,  where  three  of  the  chil- 
dren were  paralyzed  as  well  as  blind, 
came  to  us.  Had  we  seen  them  a  little 
earlier  their  blindness  could  have  been 
prevented.  We  are  doing  what  we  can 
for  them. 


"A.RE  YOU  READY?" 
A  Blind  Boy,  marked  X,  about  to  race  with  sighted  boj's 
(Courtesy  of  New  York  Board  of  Education) 


accomplislied  by  the  two  Committees 
mentioned,  reference  sliould  be  made  to 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Secre- 
tary on  pages  65-8.  Popular  litera- 
ture published  by  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
work,  may  be  had  on  application. 


BLIND  CHILDREN  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

The  outlook  for  the  blind  children  in 
New  York  is  continuously  becoming 
brighter.  The  work  of  educating  these 
handicapped  with  the  seeing,  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  has  proved  after  over  a  j^ear's 
trial,  entirely  practicable  and  highly  suc- 
cessful. 
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There  are  now  91  blind  children  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York,  and  they 
are  often  close  competitors  of  their  see- 
ing fellows,  and  at  times  win  out  ahead 
of  them.  For  these  results,  and  for 
having  secured  Miss  Gertrude  E.  Bing- 
ham as  a  pioneer  organizer  and  mission- 
ary in  this  field,  the  Board  of  Education 
deserves  the  heartiest  congratulations. 
Miss  Bingham  has  obtained  splendid  re- 
sults by  her  enthusiasm,  and  great 
personal  sacrifices.  No  child  has  been 
too  hopeless  or  too  deadened  for  her 
to  wish  to  teach  it.  Her  success  is  the 
more  surprising  since  many  of  the  blind 
children  whom  the  schools  accepted  had 
been  totally  forgotten,  and  living  in  pov- 
erty without  instruction  of  any  kind, 
some  being  actually  unable  to  dress  or 
feed  themselves.  Others,  though  bright, 
had  had  no  opportunity  for  education. 

THANKS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF 
EDUCATION. 

Last  year  Dr.  Maxwell,  the  City  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools,  who  has  been 
such  a  splendid  friend  to  the  blind,  wrote 
to  the  Secretary :  "Indeed,  the  co-opera- 
tion of  your  Association  has  been  of 
such  a  character  that  though  I  can  ex- 
press officially  on  the  part  of  the  educa- 
tional authorities,  their  gratitude,  I  can- 
not express  my  own  personal  sense  of 
its  great  value."  At  another  time  he 
wrote:  "I  wish  for  the  sake  of  the  see- 
ing children  that  there  was  a  class 
of  blind  in  every  school  in  the  city, 
but  of  course  we  do  not  want  any 
more  children  to  be  blind."  The  Asso- 
ciation feels  almost  as  if  it  were  part  of 
the  public  school  system,  so  close  and  so 
delightful  has  been  its  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  school  board. 

,We  also  think  we  may  feel  justifiable 
pride  in  the  following  letter  from  Miss 
Bingham,  Inspector  of  the  Blind  Chil- 
dren in  the  Public  Schools : 


Department  of  Education, 
500  Park  Avenue. 
October  29th.  1910. 
My  Dear  Miss  Holt:' 

Dui  ing  the  last  year  I  have  been 
brought  into  close  touch  with  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  observe  at  first 
hand  the  work  that  it  has  done.  The  re- 
sults accomplished  should  be  a  source 
of  gratification  to  you. 

The  atmosphere  of  cheer  and  good- 
will which  pervades  the  Lighthouse 
can't  help  but  be  an  inspiration  to  all 
those  who  come  within  its  reach. 

You  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
stafif  of  workers.     They  are  always  pa 
tient.  kind  and  courteous,  fulfilling  my 
reqtiests,  and  they  have  been  many,  most 
cheerfully. 

Any  service  that  I  may  be  able  to  ren- 
der the  Association  will  not  repay  the 
many  kindnesses  received,  but  what  I 
can  do  I  will  most  willingly. 

Sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  Gertrude  E.  Bingham. 

"THINGS   HAPPEN   AT  THE 
LIGHTHOUSE." 

It  might  not  be  too  much  to  say  that 
at  our  headquarters,  118  East  59th 
Street,  more  kinds  of  things  happen  and 
are  reported  on  than  at  perhaps  any 
building  of  its  size  in  the  world.  For 
instance : 

A    BLIND  ALL-HALLOWE'eN  PARTY. 

We  had  one.  Some  of  these  children 
who  a  year  ago  had  been  totally  inex- 
pressive and  miserable,  came  to  the 
Lighthouse  with  seeing  classmates  from 
the  public  schools  or  in  motors.  About 
30  blind  children  and  30  seeing  children, 
Miss  Bingham  and  some  of  her  teach- 
ers, a  few  co-operators  including  Miss 
Edith  Pulitzer,  who  generously  gave  us 
the  party,  and  the  stafif  of  the  Associa- 
tion, had  "the  time  of  their  lives."  The 
sympathy  and  guardianship  of  the  more 
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fortunate  f;.r  their  lian(Hc;i].)]!e(l  litt'.e 
hosts  was  something  that  the  grown- 
ups at  the  Lighthouse  will  not  soon 
forget. 

PUNCH  AND  JUDY. 

First  there  was  a  beautiful  Punch 
and  Judy — the  children  loved  it.  Some 
explanation  of  how  they  managed  to  love 
it  is  perhaps  indicated  in  the  letter  given 
below.  Then  there  was  magic,  music  and 
dancing  and  bobbing  for  apples,  and 
wonderful,  modelled  animals  for  sou- 
venirs to  be  taken  home  by  the  joyous 
youngsters  who  will  never  forget,  what 
was  to  many  of  them,  their  first  party. 
One  half-paralyzed  blind  boy  was  being 
shown  the  pan  in  which  he  loneed  to 
bob  for  apples.  As  he  approached  he 
said,  trembling  with  excitement,  "Oh, 
I  so  want  to  play,  but  I  don't  know 
how."  Did  he  voice  the  difficulty  of  the 
blind-seeing-grown-ups  as  well  as  his 
own?  It  is  not  irreverent  to  say  that 
some  of  these  little  souls  who  are  not 
used  to  play-things,  to  music,  to  ice- 
cream and  cake  and  merriment,  have 
reconstructed  their  ideas  of  Heaven, 
which  now  includes  for  them  many  of 
the  wonders  which  made  them  happy 
at  the  Lighthouse. 

BLIND    BOBBERS    FOR    APPLES    WRITE  OF 
THE  JOY  IN  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 
PARTY. 

Xov.  3,  1010. 

Mv  Dear  Friends : 

Monday  afternoon  we  had  a  good 
time  at  the  party.  All  of  the  children 
nf  our  school  that  attended  our  party 
enjoyed  themselves  very  much. 

The  Punch  and  Judy  show  was 
grand,  and  ducking  for  apples  was  bet- 
ter, but  the  best  of  all  was  the  ice  cream 
and  cake.     It  was  delicious. 

We  had  lots  of  fun  going  and  coming 
in  the  automobile ;  it  was  the  first  time 
we  ever  rode  in  an  automobile  and  the 
first  time  the  children  in  our  school  ever 
rode  in  one. 

We  hope  that  some  day  we  will  be 
rich  to  buy  one. 

It  was  delightful  to  hear  the  piano 


l)la}  ing ;  it  was  great  and  it  was  more 
mteresting  because  it  was  played  by  a 
blind  lady. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  kind- 
ness, we  all  join  in  one  wish  to  ever  be 
considered, 

Your  little  friends, 
(Signed)  Thomas  Langinesta, 
Benjamin  Apicello, 
Albert  Hettinger, 
Christopher  Shire. 
The  diiferent  nationalities  indicated  by 
these  names  give  a  suggestion  of  the 
cosmopolitanism    of    the  Association's 
work. 

THE  SEARCHLIGHT. 

The  All-Hallowe'en  party  was  given 
by  the  Searchlight  Committee.  This 
committee  was  organized  for  social  ser- 
vice to  blind  children  and  has  been  large- 
ly inspired  by  Miss  Beatrice  Taylor,  tf 
.Vorwood,  PIngland,  a  volunteer  worker 
for  blind  children,  who  has  given  tire- 
less efforts  to  bring  light  into  dark 
places.  Our  Association  is  now  issuing 
the  first  number  of  its  miniature  Child's 
Magazine,  printed  in  Braille.  It  is  called 
The  Searchlight,  and  is  sent  out  to  blind 
children.  Miss  Helen  Keller  has  prom- 
ised to  contribute  to  its  next  number. 
See  her  letter  with  which  the  Report 
opens. 

The  first  number  goes  to  its  little 
blind  readers  on  New  Year's  Day,  and 
will  include  a  letter  from  the  Lighthouse 
Keeper  and  one  from  the  Post  Mistress. 

Tliere  is  also  the  Letter  Box,  edited 
bv  the  Post  Mistress.  Here  are  some  of 
tlie  letters  that  the  children  have  written 
to  her.  These  letters  come  in  Braille, 
carefully  pricked  out  by  the  children 
tiiemselves.  Think  what  is  means  to 
these  tots  to  have  them  come  out  in  their, 
own  paper. 

BRAILLE  LETTERS  FROM  BLIND  CHILDREN. 

November  15,  1910. 
Please  send  me  a  magazine  to  read. 
I  can  read  little  stories  now  and  would 
like  a  book  like  Mildred  has. 

Your  loving  friend, 

(Signed)  Billy. 
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Nov.  14,  1910. 

Do  3'ou  think  that  there  will  ever  be 
a  magazine  in  Braille  for  little  girls  and 
boys? 

1  would  very  much  like  to  have  such 
a  nice  little  book  to  keep.  We  would 
like  to  read  stories  like  "The  Stone  in 
the  Road,"  or  little  children  having  a 
good  time,  and  poems  like  "Marjorie's 
Almanac." 

I  am  only  nine  years  old,  so  I  cannot 
read  the  Ziegler  Magazine.  I  wish  you 
a  very  happy  Thanksgiving. 

Respectfully  yours, 


THE  BLIND  BAREFOOT  BOY  WHO  BECAME  A 
GREAT  KNIGHT. 

Then  there's  to  be  in  the  paper  the  rid- 
dle box,  and  two  wonderful  stories.  The 
first  is  the  beginning  of  the  story  to  be 
told  in  four  parts,  of  Sir  Francis  Camp- 
bell, the  blind  Tennessee  boy,  who  be- 
came a  great  servant  of  humanity  and 
consequently  was  knighted  by  King  Ed- 
ward. This  story  is  all  true.  The  other 
one  is 

THE  WILLIPUS  WALLIPUS. 

A  wonderful  tale  about  the  Willipus 
WalHpus — who  was  as  tall  as  a  ten  foot 
house  and  who  could  see  very  well  in- 
deed, and  the  Triumphulant  Elephant, 
who  was  so  far-sighted  that  he  was 
blind,  and  the  little  Pee  Tookle  who  was 
very  small  indeed  and  who  could  smell 
all  kinds  of  things ;  he  could  smell  anger 
and  danger  and  could  scent  a  He  away 
ofif ;  his  nose  was  so  important  that  it 
took  up  all  the  space  where  his  eyes 
would  have  been,  so  he,  too,  was  blind. 

He  lived  in  the  ear  of  the  Triumphu- 
lant Elephant,  which  he  kept  scrupulous- 
ly clean.  The  adventures  of  these  three 
and  how  the  Willipus  Wallipus  was  out- 
witted by  his  comrades,  is  very  absorb- 
ing literature  to  be  devoured  by  the  eager 
ten  eyes,  as  the  blind  sometimes  call  the 
fingers. 

A  NEW  year's  CARD  FOR  EVERY  CHILD. 

And  then  there  is  a  Braille  calendar 
with  a  lighthouse  on  it  and  a  search- 


light coming  from  it.  All  these  things 
are  very  welcome  to  our  blind  children, 
some  of  whom  have  never  before  had  a 
New  Year's  card  or  a  magazine  that  they 
could  read. 

SEARCHLIGHT  RAYS. 

Any  grown-up,  who  would  like  to  be 
a  ray  of  the  Searchlight,  can  do  so  if 
he  will  agree  to  send  25  cents  to  the 
Lighthouse  Keeper  at  No.  118  East  59th 
Street,  and  to  write  a  Braille  letter  to  a 
blind  child  at  least  once  a  month,  and  to 
do  a  few  other  friendly  things  for  the 
blind  child  whose  night  he  wishes  to 
brighten.  (Further  particulars  can  be 
had  if  asked  for  at  the  Lighthouse.) 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 

A  CONGESTION  EXHIBITION. 

The  work  at  the  Lighthouse,  the  name 
that  the  blind  gave  to  our  head  bureau 
where  they  come  to  find  light  through 
work,  taxes  the  capacity  of  our  small 
building  to  its  utmost.  The  first  floor, 
where  the  girls'  classes  meet  and  where 
they  have  their  big  looms  for  weaving, 
is  over-crowded. 

When  we  have  a  Hallowe'en  party,  or 
when  the  blind  men's  or  blind  women's 
clubs  meet  there,  and  the  looms  are 
piled  one  on  top  of  another,  often  spoil- 
ing the  work,  the  congestion  exhibit  is 
at  its  worst.  We  have  often  had  seven- 
ty people  in  this  place — where  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  the  ventilation  ade- 
cjuate,  and  when  our  blind  guests  collide, 
sometimes  painfully,  with  our  looms  and 
machines  for  which  we  have  no  other 
places.    See  picture,  page  28. 

On  the  next  floor  are  the  Information 
Bureau  and  Salesroom,  and 
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THE  MUSEUM. 

The  Museum,  though  started  only  last 
year,  has  proved  a  source  of  great  in- 
spiration to  the  blind,  and  illumination 
to  the  seeing.  Its  object  is  to  show  the 
history  of  the  emancipation  of  the  blind, 
industrially  and  intellectually,  from  the 
time  of  the  Pharoahs  to  our  own.  We 
are  the  proud  possessors  of  one  of  the 
two  existing  rope  alphabets,  the  first 
form  of  alphabet  known  to  have  been 


BLIND    BOY    SCULPTOR    GIVEN    MEDAL  BY 
FRENCH  GOVERNMENT. 

We  have  statues  made  by  a  highly 
successful  blind  sculptor,  and  have  re- 
cently been  given  a  copy  of  the  Venus 
of  Milo  made  by  a  French  blind  boy  who 
was  awarded  a  medal  for  his  achieve- 
ment in  Paris. 

Contributions  of  any  sort  for  this  mu- 
seum are  very  welcome.  We  are  glad 
to  have  any  pictures  which  have  to  do 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND— The  Beginning  of  the  Aluseum 

Cast  from  bas-relief  taken  from  the  tomb  of  Rameses,  and  according  to  the  inscription, 
showing  blind  musicians  at  the  court  of  Pharaoh 


made  for  the  blind,  but  the  origin  of 
which  is  lost  in  mystery. 

A  DEMENTED  BLIND  WOMAN  SENDS  A  CON- 
TRIBUTION FOR  THE  MUSEUM. 

A  half-demented  blind  woman  in  a 
Home  for  incurables,  taught  by  one  of 
our  Home  teachers,  has  mastered 
Braille  and  sent  us  a  Braille  alphabet 
made  on  a  bit  of  silk-covered  cardboard 
with  the  dots  of  the  raised  letters  made 
of  black  beads.  We  are  very  proud  of 
this  touching  exhibit  and  testimony  of 
the  benefit  which  we  can  give  even  to 
those  who  are  afflicted  in  mind  as  well 
as  in  body. 


with  the  blind,  or  anything  connected 
with  their  industrial  or  intellectual  life. 

MODERN   EDUCATORS  REGARD  A  MUSEUM 
AS  AN  ESSENTIAL  P.\RT  OF  A  COM- 
PLETE EQUIPMENT  FOR 
THE  BLIND. 

The  great  blind  institutions  of  the 
world  regard  the  museum  as  so  vital  a 
part  of  their  equipment  that  they  are  al- 
lotting new  spacious  rooms  to  them.  A 
mere  corner  of  our  salesroom  has  to 
suffice  for  our  museum  in  our  present 
headquarters. 

We  long  for  space  in  which  to  show 
what  has  been  done  and  can  be  done  for 
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the  blind.  The  Museum  could  be  one  of 
the  most  interesting  as  well  as  poetic  of 
exhibits.  Doesn't  the  idea  appeal  to 
somebody — to  that  somebody  who  wishes 
to  immortalize  himself  by  doing  a 
great  service  to  the  blind  of  New  York 
and  to  the  blind  throughout  the  world  by 
giving  them  a  model  Lighthouse  with 
an  adequate  museum? 

THE  SALESROOM,  ETC. 

The  Museum,  Salesroom  and  Inquiry 
Office  are  now  in  two  rooms  measuring 
together  43  feet  by  25  feet  8^  inches. 
Here  also  are  our  stock  for  sale,  writing 
appliances  and  tools,  magazines  for  the 
blind,  two  desks — one  for  the  person  in 
charge,  another  where  the  home  teachers 
make  their  reports,  and  the  blind  are  in- 
terviewed. The  picture  on  page  IS 
gives  a  graphic  view  of  these  two  rooms 
on  an  afternoon  in  October. 

TEN  BLIND  SEEKERS  AFTER  LIGHT. 

There  are  ten  blind  people  in  the  pic- 
ture. They  all  happened  there  at  the 
same  time,  wanting  advice  and  help 
from  the  Association,  so  we  asked  the 
photographer  next  door  to  step  in,  so  that 
or;r  friends  could  have  a  picture  of 
things  as  they  are  and  should  not  be. 

THE  BREAD-WINNER  OF  A  FAMILY  OF  FIVE 
STRICKEN  BLIND. 

In  the  front  of  the  picture  is  a  group 
of  six.  The  father  and  mother  with  a 
baby  of  three  months,  his  two  small 
brothers  and  a  big  brother.  The  big 
brother  is  so  nearly  blind  that  he  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  how  he  can  be  educated, 
and  was  referred  by  us  to  the  public 
school's  classes  for  the  blind.  Standing 
back  of  him  is  his  father  who  has  lost 
his  sight  within  a  year.  Of  course  there 
is  no  means  of  support.  The  mother 
cannot  leave  the  little  baby,  and  what 
can  the  family  find  to  do?  They  turn 
for  help  to  the  Lighthouse. 

THE  PROBLEM  IS  QUICKLY  SOLVED. 

The  mother  is  helped  by  a  friend  and 
neighbor  so  that  she  can  leave  the  baby 


for  a  time,  to  work  and  to  bring  some- 
thing into  the  family  exchequer.  The 
father  procures  a  news-stand  at  which 
he  can  make  a  fair  amovmt,  and  the  big 
brother  goes  to  school  where  he  is 
as  happy  as  a  king.  The  other  blind 
men  in  the  picture  were  also  helped  to 
find  work.  The  blind  switchboard  op- 
erator is  regularly  employed  at  the  As- 
sociation, as  are  the  two  blind  stenogra- 
phers toward  the  rear  of  the  picture. 
The  blind  home  teacher  is  a  member  of 
the  staff,  and  has  brought  one  of  her 
pupils  to  work  in  the  class  which  is  on 
the  lower  floor  of  the  Lighthouse.  To 
the  right  another  blind  woman  has 
come  to  look  for  work,  which  has  been 
found. 

SHOWS  THE  NEED  FOR  THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 

This  picture  shows  the  need  of  the 
Lighthouse  and  what  is  being  done 
there.  It  also  shows  how  impossible  it 
was,  under  the  crowded  conditions,  for 
these  blind  people  to  have  individual 
and  private  conversations  which  their 
affliction  and  needs  justified.  Every 
corner  of  the  Lighthouse  was  over- 
crowded, and  a  girl  who  was  taken  ill 
in  class  was  forced  to  go  for  rest  to  the 
upper  story  where  the  cooking  class  was 
going  on  in  the  library,  used  at  times  as 
a  massage  room. 

10,000  CASES. 

The  next  floor  of  the  Lighthouse  con- 
tains the  Registry  Bureau,  which  is 
steadily  growing  and  has  now  listed 
about  10,000  cases  of  blindness,  and 
catalogues  concerning  the  literature  and 
work  done  for  the  blind  throughout  the 
world. 

OUR  CASES  PROVIDED  THE  DATA  TO  START 
THE  LAY  CAMPAIGN  FOR  PREVEN- 
TION OF  BLINDNESS. 

The  causes  of  blindness  noted  in  our 
census  have  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
preventive  campaign  which  is  becom- 
ing general  abroad  as  well  as  in 
America.    Besides  this,  they  give  such 
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details  about  the  blind  as  are  of  invalu- 
able service  to  the  student  of  economics. 
Our  Catalogue  of  Institutions  is  consult- 
ed by  seeing-  and  blind  people  who  wish 
assistance,  books  and  information  on 
their  travels. 


CLINIC  CARDS  SENT  TO  HOSPITALS. 

Clinic  Cards. — See  Doctor's  report, 
page  60.  These  are  distributed  from  the 
Lighthouse  to  doctors  and  clinics,  and 
have  been  of  great  use.  They  not  only 
ask  the  doctors  to  inform  us  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient's  eyes,  but  to 
give  us  the  names  and  addresses  of 
patients,  and  to  assure  them  that  they 
will  be  welcomed  at  the  Lighthouse,  and 
that  their  co-operation  there  is  begged. 
These  stamped  postal  cards  are  filled  in 
and  mailed  to  the  Lighthouse,  and  from 
there  a  tactful  visitor  is  sent  to  call  on 
the  patient.  It  may  be  merely  a  friendly 
call  asking  him  to  help  us  at  the  Light- 
house, and  if  he  would  like  to  receive 
free  tickets  for  concerts  or  dramatic 
performances.  Unless  the  patient  brings 
up  the  subject,  no  allusion  is  made  to 
his  affliction,  or  to  his  being  threatened 
with  blindness,  or  to  the  fact  that  he 
should  not  use  his  eyes.  Should  the  in- 
firmity be  mentioned,  means  are  sug- 
gested by  which  he  may  save  his  fail- 
ing vision,  if  possible,  by  the  use  of 
books  in  raised  prints  or  industries  to 
while  away  the  time.  The  visitor  can 
give  lessons  in  reading  or  writing  or 
some  handicraft,  and  is  glad  to  oflfer  his 
services  or  to  send  other  teachers.  By 
this  means  our  little  cards  often  miti 
gate  sad  lives  and  are  the  means  of 
averting  calamities  which  often  result 
for  lack  of  the  friend  in  time  to  guide 
and  bring  hope  to  the  blind. 

THE  REGISTRY. 

It  is  gratifying  how  the  Registry  acts 
as  a  bureau  of  information  to  other  char- 
ities, not  only  in  the  city  and  state,  but 
even  from  other  states  and  other  coun- 
tries. 


W'F.   LOCATE  A   "BLIND   NEGRO   FROM  THE 
SOUTH." 

P""or  example  •  The  Secretary,  on  a 
lecturing  tour,  \  'as  asked  if  she  could 
give  any  information  concerning  a  cer- 
tain blind  man  who  had  disappeared. 
'T  think  I  know  him  ;  I  will  tell  you  day 
after  to-morrow  how  much  we  know 
about  him,"  she  said.  Within  twentv 
four  hours  (the  Association  loves  to 
err  on  the  side  of  fulfilling  its  promises 
before  it  agrees  to  do  so)  the  inquirer 
for  the  blind  man  received  not  only  a 
minute  biography  of  him,  but  knew  that 
he  had  gone  to  the  Association  in  hopes 
of  taking  up  a  trade  which  he  could  not 
learn  in  his  own  state. 

WE  FIND  A  STRAY  AUSTRIAN  BOY. 

A  similar  instance  occurred  in  regard 
to  a  blind  boy  from  \'lenna  who  was  be- 
ing enquired  for  by  a  former  teacher 
whom  a  worker  met  on  a  trip  of  in- 
struction in  Austria.  "I  can  not  think 
of  his  last  name  though,"  said  the  teach- 
er. "I  can,"  replied  the  worker,  "and  I 
can  tell  you  all  his  sisters'  and  brothers' 
names,  too,  and  we  have  just  found  a 
position  for  him." 

THE  TICKET  BUREAU. 

Lodged  in  this  small  room  is  also  the 
ticket  bureau,  which  furnishes  to  the 
suitable  blind  free  tickets  to  entertain- 
ments. Its  work  is,  if  possible,  more 
than  ever  appreciated.  We  are  able  to 
see  a  distinct  improvement  in  the  dis- 
heartened blind  man  who  is  able  to  hear 
the  best  music  and  the  best  drama.  Here 
is  an  example  of  what  the  Ticket  Bureau 
can  do. 

GIVES  JOY  TO  THE  DISCOURAGED. 

We  found  a  nervous  blind  person  ut- 
terly unstrung  by  his  recent  calamity. 
Poverty  had  prevented  his  having  any 
distractions,  to  take  his  thoughts  from 
his  affliction.  When  we  first  saw  him, 
he  was  utterly  irresponsive,  mute,  shab- 
by and  sulky.  At  the  thought  of  going 
with  his  wife  to  hear  a  great  orchestra, 
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for  the  first  time  since  his  affliction,  he 
gave  signs  of  content.  His  wife  realized 
that  he  could  not  appear  in  public  with- 
out the  vigorous  use  of  clothes-brush 
and  shoe-brush.  The  Association  real- 
ized the  need  of  supplementing  his 
shabby  wardrobe  from  the  stock  which 
it  always  has  on  hand.  To  make  a 
long  story  short,  this  unpleasant  and  un- 
responsive member  of  society  is  now 
a  pleasant,  responsive  and  normal  mem- 
ber of  the  community.  What  his  appre- 
ciation and  his  cleansed  and  replen- 
ished raiment  and  his  wife  did  not 
do,  the  music  and  sympathy  which 
made  it  possible  to  hear  it.  did,  and 
the  cure  is  complete.  All  together 
from  the  ticket  bureau  we  have  sent  out 
10,875  tickets.  This  Bureau  is  at  a  great 
disadvantage,  as  often  many  tickets  have 
to  be  sent  out  from  the  over-crowded 
Census  Bureau,  where  they  cannot  be 
properly  handled.  In  a  new  Lighthouse 
we  would  hope  to  have  adequate  pro- 
vision for  this  important  department. 

THE  LAMP  ROOM. 

In  the  rear  of  the  office,  in  a  room 
7  feet  11  inches  by  5  feet  10  inches,  is 
the  Secretary's  office,  where  committee 
meetings  are  held  and  private  inter- 
views are  given — where  the  most  afflict- 
ed and  desperate  blind  come  to  "talk 
out"  their  problems.  It  is,  incidentally, 
the  editing  office  of  the  Searchlight,  th^' 
magazine  sent  out  from  the  Lighthouse, 
and  the  reception  room  for  distinguished 
foreigners. 

FROM  A  USEFUL  YOUNG  BLIND  MAN  WHO 
WISHED  TO  DIE  WHEN  HE  FIRST 
BECAME  BLIND 

and  was  brought  to  the  lamp-room  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind.  He 
writes:  "I  am  planning  to  leave  New 
York  after  about  a  month  more  study. 
Lender  the  Association  and  the  fine  teach- 
ing given  me  and  the  instruction  I  have 
had,  I  feel  much  better  equipped  to  go 
back  to  my  work  again.  It  is  hard  to 
express  in  words  my  gratitude  to  the 
Association  for  all  it  has  done  for  me. 


Xot  only  have  you  put  new  courage  in 
me  to  fight  out  the  battle  of  life  in  the 
dark,  but  you  have  also  made  me  feel 
that  the  chances  for  success  are  far 
greater  than  I  had  thought  they  could 
be.  Whatever  success  comes  to  me  in 
life  I  shall  attribute  in  large  measure  to 
the  fact  that  you  and  the  Association 
put  me  on  my  feet  and  made  possible 
a  new  start." 

A    ROOM    17   FT.    BY    15    FT.    FOR  CLOAK 
ROOM,  librarian's  OFFICE  AND 

stenographer's  office. 

Adjoining  this  in  a  room  is  a  wash- 
stand  and  a  clothes'  rack.  This  domain 
has  to  act  as  a  coat-room  for  the  staff 
and  guests ;  also  as  the  office  of  the  blind 
stenographer  and  librarian,  and  must  ac- 
commodate visitors  who  call  to  take  dic- 
tation or  to  write  letters  to  the  blind. 
Surely  our  staff  has  earned  room  to  hang 
its  hats  and  coats.  Our  blind  stenogra- 
phers have  earned  the  right  for  proper 
places  in  which  to  receive  dictation  from 
doctors  and  lawyers  and  others  who  call 
to  give  it  to  these  experts.  On  the  top 
floor  are  the  quarters  for  the  janitor  and 
his  wife  who  keep  the  place  in  order. 

A     BATH-ROOM     FOR     LINEN,  CUPBOARD, 
FIRST-AID-TO-THE-INJURED  PHAR- 
MACY, AND  STORE-ROOM. 

In  the  rear  is  a  tiny  bath-room  which 
serves  as  linen  cupboard,  pharmacy,  and 
store-room,  and  adjoining  that  is  a  room 
18  ft.  by  9  ft.  which  acts  as  library,  din- 
ing-room for  the  staff,  where  the  cook- 
ing classes  meet  and  which  is  also  re- 
served for  massage. 

THE  WARDROBE. 

Adjoining  this,  in  a  cupboard,  is  a 
wardrobe  from  which  last  year  789  arti- 
cles of  clothing  were  distributed  to  the 
needy  blind. 

The  significance  of  the  wardrobe, 
which  furnishes  anything  from  a  pair  of 
socks  to  a  top  hat,  can  be  fully  grasped 
only  by  those  who  have  seen  the  dis- 
couraged, cold  and  shabby  blind  rehabil- 
itated   by    work    and    confidence  by 
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cleanliness  and  decent,  clothing,  which 
enable  them  to  appear  with  self-respect 
again  in  the  community.  We  sell  cloth- 
ing usually  at  a  nominal  price.  For  ex- 
ample :  a  good  warm  over-coat  was 
furnished  to  an  invalid  blind  man  who 
made  heroic  efforts  to  regain  his  health 
and  prosperity.  He  paid  for  this  coat 
in  tiny  instalments  out  of  his  wages, 
and  discharged  his  debt  at  the  end  of 
3  months.  He  would  not  have  been  able 
otherwise  to  get  so  good  a  coat  at  so  low 
a  price,  nor  would  he  have  been  willing 
to  receive  it  as  a  gift.  We  welcome  all 


friends  and  visitors  of  our  panting  need 
for  breathing  space  and  elbow  room. 

IN  THE  KITCHEN. 

Our  domestic  science,  which  we  started 
last  year,  has  been  thoroughly  satisfac- 
tory. Our  blind  cooks,  who  formerly 
cooked  for  their  families,  are  naturally, 
now  that  they  are  experts,  happy  and 
highly  valuable  members  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  not  true  that  our  cooks 
are  doing  the  principal  work  at  the  New 
Carlton  restaurant,  nor  that  we  expect 
to  settle  the  servant  problem  for  the 


Teachers  and  Pupils  in  Massage  School  for  the  Blind,  Tokio,  Japan 

contributions  for  the  wardrobe,  provided 
they  are  in  sufficient  good  condition  not 
to  require  complete  overhauling  or 
cleaning. 

A  NEW  MISTRESS  OF  THE  WARDROBE. 

We  are  to  be  congratulated  in  having 
a  new  and  efficient  Mistress  of  the 
Wardrobe.  So  ardent  have  she  and  her 
aid  been  in  acquiring  and  properly  dis- 
posing of  second-hand  clothing  that  we 
have  been  forced  to  place  a  small  ward- 
robe over  the  bannister  railing  in  the 
upper  hall,  where  it  is  as  useful  as  it  looks 
perilous,  but  we  hope  that,  as  it  perches 
like  Mohamid's  Coffin  in  mid-air,  it  may 
act  as  an   eloquent  reminder  to  our 


American  house-keeper,  but  it  is  abso- 
lutely true  that  our  girls  cook  well,  are 
extremely  clean  and,  on  account  of  their 
quick  sense  of  smell,  are  less  apt  than 
the  seeing  cook,  to  mistake  the  pep- 
per pot  for  the  salt  pot.  Our  class  is 
now  held  in  the  library,  alias  massage 
room,  alias  restaurant  for  the  staff.  An- 
other need  for  the  new  Lighthouse. 

won't    THE    PUBLIC    MORE  GENERALLY 
EMPLOY  BLIND  MASSEURS? 

In  our  previous  reports  we  have 
dwelt  on  the  practicability  of  massage 
as  an  occupation  for  the  blind,  and  have 
urged  the  seeing  public  not  to  lose  the 
opportunity  of  profiting  by  the  great 
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capacity  of  the  blind  in  this  profession. 
Why  won't  men  and  women  who  are  suf- 
fering from  ills  which  can  be  cured  by 
massage,  profit  by  having  the  best  pos- 
sible treatment,  instead  of  the  second 
best  ?  The  best  work  is  done  by  the 
blind,  who  have  a  most  exquisite  sense 
of  touch,  which  enables  them  to  detect 
more  quickly  than  the  seeing,  abnormal 
muscular  or  nervous  contractions. 

Won't  the  public  in  general  of  New 
York — won't  more  of  the  doctors  of 
New  York,  hurry  up  and  keep  abreast 
of  the  times  in  this  matter,  so  that  the 
blind  masseur  will  receive  here  the  rec- 
ognition that  he  has  for  long  received  in 
the  Old  World,  and  that  our  over-ner- 
vous, over-taxed  public  shall  make  a  de- 
mand for  the  beneficent  help  of  the 
blind  masseur,  which  will  be  sufficient 
to  warrant  our  training  more  of  our 
wards  in  this  field?  The  only  obstacle  to 
their  success  in  massage  is  the  blindness 
of  the  seeing  public. 

EXPERIENCE  FOR  CENTURIES  PROVES  THIS 
PRACTICAL  TRUTH. 

Centuries  of  experience  in  the  Orient 
testify  to  the  truth  of  this  statement, 
for  many  years  the  blind  have  had 
almost  a  monopoly  of  massage  in  Japan. 
The  instruction  of  massage  in  Tokio  is 
extremely  up-to-date.  On  page  22  is 
a  picture  of  a  school  and  class-room. 

England  has  realized  the  value  of  em- 
ploying the  blind  in  this  way,  and  three 
of  the  best  doctors  in  London  refuse  to 
recommend  masseurs  who  are  not  blind. 

The  French  have  recently  pushed  the 
work  of  massage  by  the  blind,  and  grad- 
uates in  this  branch  at  the  Valentine 
Haiiy  Association  have  made  a  good 
showing,  especially  those  who  have  ob- 
tained employment  at  watering  places 
where  nervous  invalids  are  frequently 
sent. 

DOCTORS  RECOMMEND  OUR  MASSEURS. 

From  Columbia  University  a  doctor 
writes  of  one  of  our  blind  masseurs :  "I 
am  sure  that  this  is  a  vocation  in  which 
very  good  work  can  be  done  by  the  blind 


who  have  had  proper  training.  Her 
treatment  of  cases  which  I  have  sent  has 
been  very  satisfactory. 

"I  believe  that  my  blind  masseuse 
is  the  best  medicine  that  I  can  give 
to  my  nervous  patients.  They  see  this 
cheerful,  wholesome  blind  woman  doing 
her  good  work  regardless  of  her  handi- 
cap, and  the  lesson  that  she  teaches  them 
does  more  to  enable  them  to  get  a  grip 
on  their  own  nerves  and  to  eradicate 
self-pity  than  any  medicine  or  advice 
that  I  or  any  other  doctor  could  give 
them." 

A  BLIND  CO-OPERATOR  IS  EMPLOYED  AS  A 
TEACHER  TO  THE  SEEING. 

The  Association  is  deeply  indebted  to 
a  blind  co-operator,  who  is  teacher  of 
massage  at  the  College  of  Teachers  for 
the  Blind,  for  her  generosity  and  devo- 
tion in  giving  her  services  as  teacher  for 
the  Association.  Her  work  is  of  a 
higher  quality  than  any  before  attempted 
by  blind  women  in  this  town,  and  her 
enthusiastic  and  strong  personality  bids 
fair,  not  only  for  her  own  success,  but 
in  blazing  the  way  for  her  followers. 

WE  ONLY  RECOMMEND  FOR  MASSAGE,  MEN 
AND  W^OMEN  WHO  ARE  PHYSICALLY, 
AND  MENTALLY  FITTED  FOR  THE 
OCCUPATION. 

Our  blind  masseurs  must  be  pleasant 
people  to  have  about,  quiet,  attractive 
and  agile.  Patients  or  doctors  may  tele- 
phone the  office  of  the  Association  for 
masseurs,  who  will  give  treatment  at 
homes,  or  at  the  massage  room  of 
the  Association.  Certificates  and  refer- 
ences from  doctors  and  patients  concern- 
ing the  masseur  employed  may  be  had 
on  application. 

The  Association  will  send  masseurs  to 
the  houses  of  patients  if  they  will  apply 
at  118  East  59th  Street.  Telephone, 
Plaza  3370.  A  lonm  will  be  reserved 
for  those  who  prefer  treatment  given  at 
the  office  of  the  Association.  The  im- 
portance of  this  work  would  justify  a 
fitting  room  solely  to  be  used  for  our 
patients.    At  present  we  have  done  the 
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CORRECTION 
On  page  25  the  last  four  lines  in  the 
paragraph  in  the  second  column  on 

THE  BLIND  MEN's  FACTORY 

should  read 
gift  was  made. 

The  plans  for  the  new  factory  are  be- 
ing now  considered  by  the  building  com- 
mittee. 
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best  we  can  to  be  hospitable  to  them, 
despite  the  difficulties  of  our  inadequate 
building. 

A      BLIND      WOMAN      HELPS      AT  THE 
ROCKEFELLER  INSTITUTE. 

Just  before  going  to  press  we  are 
proud  to  learn  that  one  of  our  blind 
masseuses  is  giving  satisfaction  by  her 
work  at  the  Rockefeller  Institute. 

FRESH  AIR  AND  FUN  AT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 

An  elderly  woman,  who  was  both 
blind  and  deaf,  came  to  the  Association 
where  she  was  provided  with  an  ear 
trumpet.  In  the  delight  of  being  en- 
abled once  more  to  have  communication 
with  her  fellow  human  beings,  she  ex- 
claimed "Oh,  I  can  hear  them  laugh ! 
I  haven't  heard  anyone  laugh  for 
years !" 

We  continue  our  efforts,  by  keeping 
windows  open,  to  bring  out-of-doors  in- 
doors, and  when  it  is  fine  out-of-doors 
our  girls  play  in  the  yard,  and  in  sum- 
mer time  the  class  meets  there.  But 
our  yard  is  very  much  like  an  oven. 
High  brick  walls  encompass  it  entirely 
and  when  the  sun  bakes  on  these,  the  re- 
sult can  be  imagined :  we  do  not  like 
to  parboil  our  pupils.  O,  for  a  new 
Lighthouse  with  a  big  yard  and  roof- 
garden  ! 

Our  attempts  for  athletics  for  the 
men  are  equally  thwarted  for  lack 
of  a  suitable  place  for  exercise.  O,  for 
a  gymnasium  and  a  swimming-pool 
where  our  blind  men  can  find  strength 
and  muscle  which  will  build  up  their 
bodies  to  give  courage  to  their  souls 
and  strength  to  their  work.  Who  will 
help  us? 

HEALTH. 

On  the  whole  the  health  of  our  wards 
has  been  unusually  good  this  winter, 
but  it  is  increasingly  evident  that  fresh 
air  is  more  essential  to  our  blind 
people  than  to  the  seeing.  Their  vitality 
is  as  a  rule  below  normal,  and  therefore 
requires  all  the  aid  that  it  can  have. 
Moreover,  the  blind  are  more  easily  ex- 
hausted, nervously,  and  physically  fa- 


tigued, because  to  obtain  similar  results 
they  must  exert  far  greater  vitality  than 
the  seeing. 

THE  CAPTAIN  OF  THE  MEN  OF  DEATH, 

as  Bunyon  calls  tuberculosis,  lies  often 
in  wait  for  our  wards.  He  has 
taken  off  three  of  our  good  workers, 
and  is  ever  on  the  watch  for  more ; 
hence  the  absolute  demand  for  roomy 
quarters.  It  is  impossible  to  get  enough 
fresh  air  in  the  Lighthouse  class-rooms 
or  club-rooms.  This  is  the  most  vital 
reason  of  our  great  need  for  a  proper 
building  to  house  our  work. 

THE  BLIND  MEn's  FACTORY. 

Thirty-seven  blind  men  are  employed 
at  the  work-shop.  The  broom  produc- 
tion has  been  increased  and  has  amount- 
ed this  year  to  45,175.  For  further  par- 
ticulars see  the  report  of  the  chairman 
on  page  70.  A  better  spirit  exists  be- 
tween the  men.  We  feel  our  prospects 
for  doing  good  work  will  be  infinitely  in- 
creased when  we  have  proper  quarters 
in  our  new  factory  for  which  we  are 
waiting  so  impatiently.  It  is  impossible 
to  touch  on  the  subject  without  empha- 
sizing the  great  debt  that  we  owe  to  the 
anonymous  donors  of  the  building  and 
the  land,  and  for  what  a  necessary  and 
splendid  piece  of  social  service  their 
gift  has  made. 

The  plans  for  the  new  factory  are  be- 
ing now  considered  by  the  building  com- 
gift  was  made. 

CHAIR  CANING. 

In  our  shop  chair  caning  is  also 
done.  Beautiful  gilt  chairs  are  made 
over  for  the  ball-rooms  of  great  hotels, 
and  great-grandfather's  chair  is  re- 
stored to  usefulness.  2,999  chairs  were 
caned  this  year. 

THE  WIFE  JOINS  HER  BLIND  HUSBAND  IN 
THIS  WORK. 

One  of  the  pupils  has  done  so  well  in 
caning  that  his  wife  has  also  learned  it, 
so  that  she  may  help  him  with  his  work 
at  home. 
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CANER  AND  NEWSMAN  TOO.  a  positioti  to  help  another  blind  man  at 

The  Home  teacher  found  that  one  of  ^is  news-stand  from  2  to  8  p.  m. 

his  pupils  could  do  enough  chair  caning  mattress  making. 
to  keep  him  busy  m  the  mornmgs,  but 

wanted  afternoon  work,  so  he  got  him  Mattress  making  and  upholstery  are 
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splendid  occupations  for  the  blind. 
Some  may  remember  the  tale  in  our  first 
report  about  the  blind  girls  at  Glasgow 
who  gained  a  sealed  competition  with 
sighted  workers  in  securing  a  contract 
to  equip  the  Cunard  steamers  with 
mattresses.  The  work  was  awarded 
to  the  blind  girls,  not  because  theirs 
was  the  cheapest  submitted,  but 
because  it  was  the  best  work.  One 
of  our  co-operators,  a  totally  blind  man, 
has  recently  obtained  a  large  contract 
for  which  he  competed  with  the  seeing. 
We  are  most  eager  to  take  up  mattress 
making  in  our  men's  factory  when  our 
finances  justify  the  initial  cost  which 
opening  a  new  department  for  the  blind 
will  entail. 

When  we  have  a  Lighthouse  with  ade- 
quate quarters,  the  girls  can  do  the 
stitching  of  the  mattress  covers,  which 
will  be  a  good  occupation  for  some  of 
them. 

PIANOS  TUNED. 

We  regret  that  the  standard  obtained 
by  blind  piano  tuners  in  this  country 
often  is  not  sufficiently  good  to  justify 
the  success  which  should  follow  this  oc- 
cupation for  the  blind.  The  Association 
is  making  special  efiforts  to  have  proper 
teaching  given  to  suitable  adults,  who 
have  the  power  to  become  experts  in 
this  line.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  factory,  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the 
world,  Gebr.  Zimmerman  &  Co.,  of 
Leipsic,  where  there  is  an  annual  output 
of  8,000  instruments,  gives  all  its  tun- 
ing to  blind  men,  30  of  them  being  em- 
ployed there. 

The  Association  will  send  skilled  blind 
certificated  tuners  at  short  notice  on  re- 
quest to  do  work  in  Greater  New  York. 

THE  ASSOCIATION  PLACES  A  BLIND  TUNER. 

A  young  blind  man  was  anxious  to  ob- 
tain a  position  in  a  piano  factory  as  a 
tuner.  The  Association  found  a  place 
for  him  in  a  factory  where  he  is  now 
working.  He  receives  special  instruc- 
tion in  piano  action,  etc.,  in  evening 
classes.  Two  other  blind  tuners  have 
secured  work  through  us  this  year. 


women's  work  WEAVING. 

The  women's  work  is  distinctly  en- 
couraging. The  class  is  larger  and  the 
interest  that  the  girls  show  in  doing 
their  beautiful  weaving  is  very  satisfac- 
tory. They  are  not  only  doing  perfectly 
practical  and  admirable  articles,  but  they 
have  recently  done  artistic  embroidery 
on  their  looms  and  are  starting  to  make 
hangings  and  portieres,  which  can  easily 
rank  with  the  best  work  of  the 
kind  that  has  been  done  by  the 
seeing.  One  of  these  articles  has 
five  colors  deftly  interwoven  by 
the  blind  artisan.  We  have  introduced 
two  new  looms,  and  nothing  but  space 
hampers  our  progress  in  this  practical 
and  beautiful  occupation. 

A    BLIND    GIRL    LEAVES    THE    CLASS  AND 
STARTS  HER  OWN  BUSINESS. 

A  member  of  the  girls'  class  went  to 
live  in  Flushing,  and  has  taken  over  a 
little  weaving  business  there.  She  is  now 
busily  at  work,  weaving  about  five  yards 
a  day,  and  has  orders  in  abundance. 

BASKET  MAKING 

in  pretty  and  marketable  varieties  is  a 
useful  first  step  in  learning  for  some  of 
our  girls. 

A  poor  widow  trudged  many  miles 
and  waited  long  at  the  Lighthouse  until 
she  could  herself  tell  the  Lighthouse 
keeper  how  deeply  grateful  she  was  for 
the  happiness  that  —  had  found  there. 
"Why,  Miss."  said  the  poor  soul,  " — 
had  never  done  nothing  since  she  was 
blinded  but  sit  in  her  dark  corner  sor- 
rowing, but  now  she  is  as  merry  as  a 
lark.  And  when  she  brought  back  them 
first  earnings  of  hers,  the  both  of  us 
just  set  there  crying  for  joy!"  The  first 
earnings  which  caused  this  great  happi- 
ness were  twenty-five  cents  for  basket- 
making. 

MACHINE  SEWING. 

The  class  in  machine  sewing  meets  in 
the  Library,  alias  Massage,  Working, 
Luncheon  Room,  and  the  women  under 
a  good  teacher,  are  making  satisfactory 
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progress.  This  branch  of  the  work 
could  be  profitably  pushed  in  proper 
quarters.    See  frontispiece. 

One  of  the  women  to  whom  the  Asso- 
ciation has  sent  a  sewing  machine  has 
secured  regular  weekly  work  since  she 
had  the  machine  to  do  it  with. 

CROCHETING    .\ND  HANDIWORK. 

Some  beautiful  crocheting,  knitting 
lace-making  and  many  varieties  of  wov- 
en and  sewn  articles  are  produced  by 
our  people  and  g^ven  to  us  to  sell  for 
their  benefit. 

Although  the  girls  have  merry  times 
in  their  cramped  quarters,  poor  ventila- 
tion and  lack  of  space  place  them  at  a 
great  disadvantage,  physically  as  well  as 
industrially.  They  need  a  new  Light- 
house. 

WHAT  WE  SELL. 

THE  BEST  NONE  TOO  GOOD. 

The  products  offered  for  sale  by  our 
blind  co-operators  must  have  their 
market,  not  because  they  appeal  to 
charity,  but  because  they  are  the 
best  things  of  the  kind  which  can  be 
had.  It  is  not  enough  for  our  work  to 
be  good ;  if  possible,  it  must  be  better 
than  that  of  the  seeing.  We  feel  that 
our  brooms  are  the  best  on  the  market. 
We  aim  to  do  as  good  chair-caning  as 
can  be  done.  Our  Lighthouse  products 
try  to  be  the  best  and  to  fill  the  most  up- 
to-date  requirements  of  the  market.  For 
the  list  of  our  wares  see  page  IX. 

THE  ASSOCIATION  ACTS  AS  AGENT. 

We  will  gladly  take  any  orders  for 
cleaning  of  clothes,  fabrics,  laces,  etc., 
which  will  be  promptly  executed  by  one 
of  the  greatest  cleaning  establishments  in 
New  York. 

Orders  taken  for  upholstering,  mat- 
tress making,  the  mending  of  jewelry, 
bric-a-brac  and  umbrellas. 

We  act  as  agents  for  silk  and  cotton 
hose  of  all  sorts,  for  all  sorts  and  kinds 
of  people. 

Orders  taken  for  Christmas  and 
Easter  cards  for  the  blind  or  the  seeing. 

The  blind  people  who  conduct  these 
various  businesses  are  thoroughly  com- 


petent to  give  good  and  prompt  service. 

The  Association  sells  not  only  the 
product  of  its  own  co-operators,  but  the 
work  of  many  other  blind  consignees, 
including  the  blind  men  in  Sailors  Snug 
Harbor,  and  the  blind  on  Blackwell's 
Island. 

HOME  TEACHER. 

The  Home  teachers  report  regularly 
at  the  Lighthouse.  Their  work  increases 
and  we  have  many  requests  to  give 
special  lessons  to  the  shut-in  blind 
throughout  the  state.  We  are  eagerly 
waiting  for  funds  to  enable  us  to  under- 
take this  task  satisfactorily. 

We  employ  four  blind  home  teachers 
and  one  sighted  one.  Their  work 
is  supplemented,  when  necessary,  by 
special  lessons  which  are  given  when  re- 
quired by  experts  in  the  different  crafts ; 
but  if  the  shut-in  is  sufficiently  young  and 
strong  he  can  usually  soon  be  brought  to 
the  Lighthouse  for  special  instruction, 
and  if  not,  is  usually  more  than  content 
in  the  lessons  in  reading,  writing,  sew- 
ing, knitting,  crocheting,  chair-caning, 
etc.,  etc.,  which  are  offered  to  him  by 
the  regular  home  teachers. 

TEACHING  GAMES  TO  THE  BLIND. 

Teaching  of  puzzles  and  games  is  not 
an  infrequent  task  of  the  home  teachers, 
and  it  is  encouraging  to  find  the  blind 
taking  an  increasing  interest  in  them. 
These  games  have  a  healthful  edu- 
cational significance,  assisting  the  learn- 
er to  concentrate  and  develop  the 
uses  and  flexibility  of  his  hands.  The 
Association  keeps  on  hand  a  supply  of 
cards,  picture  puzzles,  checker-boards, 
dominoes,  chess-boards,  etc.,  etc.,  and 
fills  orders  in  such  things.  Orders  some- 
times come  from  the  remotest  parts  of 
the  country,  where  the  blind  invalid  is 
unspeakably  gratified  for  being  again 
able  to  play  a  quiet  game  of  solitare 
with  his  special  cards. 

YOUNG   MEN    BLINDED   THROUGH  EXPLO- 
SION PLAY  GAMES  IN  HOSPITAL. 

From  one  hospital  a  Doctor  sent  to 
us  for  games  for  some  young  men  who 
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had  recently  lost  their  sight  in  an  ex- 
plosion, and  were  gradually  regaining 
their  strength  but  not  their  spirits.  The 
games  proved  the  entering  wedge  for 
hope  and  happiness. 

HORSES  PREFERRED  TO  ELEPHANTS. 

It  is  a  humorous  fact  that  the  blind 
are  extremely  particular  in  their  tastes, 
both  as  to  the  color  and  shape,  of  the 
things  given  to  them.  One  of  the  Light- 
house workers  has  a  strong  weakness 
for  elephants,  so  we  stocked  up  with  a 
large  supply  of  elephant  picture  puz- 
zles, but  our  blind  clients  would  have 
none  of  them,  and  insisted  upon  the  ele- 
phants being  ejected  and  our  securing 
an  importation  of  horses  for  picture  puz- 
zles. For  these  there  is  a  great  de- 
mand. We  have  put  some  geese  and 
donkeys  on  the  market,  but  they  have 
not  appealed  to  the  fancy  of  the  blind. 
Our  poor  games  are  badly  cramped  in 
our  Lighthouse.    Oh,  for  room! 

FROM   OUR   HOME  TEACHERS' 
REPORT. 

A  SHUT-IN. 

One  of  the  pathetic  cases  found  bv 
our  home  teacher  is  that  of  an  elderly 
man,  totally  without  sight  and  a  victim 
of  locomotor  ataxia.  His  wife  is  the 
bread  winner,  and  must  leave  him  alone 
while  she  goes  out  to  work.  He  was 
obliged  to  sit  in  helpless  darkness  all 
day  long,  until  trained  by  our  teacher  to 
use  his  hands  in  chair  caning;  to  help 
his  getting  about  his  little  home  he  has 
been  given  a  wheeled  chair  by  the  Social 
Service  Committee,  and  he  is  a  much 
happier  man  than  the  despondent  person 
found  by  our  teacher,  who,  though  him- 
self blind,  has  given  much  mental  help, 
and.  whose  weekly  visits  are  the  bright 
hours  in  this  monotonous  life. 

A  BLIND   MAN   TAKEN  FROM   PRISON  BE- 
COMES ?ELF-SUPPORTING. 

A  newspaper  item  told  of  a  blind 
Italian  who  had  been  sentenced  to  a  long 
term  on  the  Island  (for  begging).  As 
the  helpless  wife  had  no  means  of  sup- 


port for  either  herself  or  her  child,  she 
begged  the  magistrate  to  send  her  up 
with  her  husband.  Our  home  teacher 
got  word  to  the  Judge,  and  persuaded 
him  to  suspend  sentence.  The  Associa- 
tion gave  what  was  needed,  and  the 
blind  man  is  now  a  self-respecting,  self- 
supporting  workman. 

VARIED  TEACHING  FROM  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 

Instruction  has  been  given  by  us  to 
the  blind  in  the  following  occupa- 
tions :  Reading,  writing,  singing, 
organ  and  piano,  German.  French 
and  English,  typewriting,  phono- 
graph dictation,  switch-board  operat- 
ing and  stenography,  silk  and  linen 
weaving,  rug  weaving,  power  machine 
sewing,  hand  sewing,  knitting,  ordinary 
machine  sewing,  crocheting  bead  and 
basket  work,  cooking,  dancing,  gymnas- 
tics, and  games. 

The  variety  of  instruction  is  made 
possible  through  much  generous  volun- 
teer help. 

HOMES. 

This  problem,  which  at  first  seemed 
almost  one  impossible  of  solution,  is  be- 
coming simpler. 

Homes  where  the  bhnd  are  segregat- 
ed, as  a  rule  blind  men  and  women  in 
the  same  building,  are  apt  to  be  con- 
gested, but  still  we  have  been  able  to 
secure  in  them  hospitality  for  some  of 
our  proteges. 

We  have  been  highly  successful  in  se- 
curino-  homes  amons:  the  seein<T,  where 
our  blind  have  had  happy  and  normal 
existences,  which  helped  them  to  forget 
their  handicap,  instead  of  having  it  em- 
phasized by  the  presence  of  others  simi- 
larly afflicted. 

We  find  that  the  effect  on  the  seeing 
grown-ups  of  the  presence  of  a  blind 
person  who  needs  kindness  and  good 
cheer  has  the  same  beneficial  results  as 
those  commented  on  bv  Superintendent 
Maxwell  as  being  produced  on  the  see- 
ing child,  who  had  a  blind  boy  or  girl 
on  whom  to  keep  a  watchful  eye. 

One  man  for  whom  we  secured  a 
comfortable  home    had    been  stricken 
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blind  in  his  fiftieth  year.  His  wife  was 
dead,  and  the  wild  life  he  had  led  had 
alienated  all  his  friends.  He  was  ex- 
tremely nervous,  but  as  soon  as  the  As- 
sociation became  his  friend  in  need,  he 
developed  (in  his  new  home)  an  ex- 
traordinary patience,  and  a  deep  sense 
of  gratitude. 

LETTER  FROM   A  ONCE  HOMELESS  BLIND 
WOMAN   FROM   HER  CONTENTED 
HOME. 

A  blind  woman,  in  deep  despair, 
came  to  us  for  help.  She  had  been 
self-supporting  as  a  seamstress,  when 
the  light  suddenly  failed,  and  the  ocu- 
list to  whom  we  at  first  sent  her,  gave 
no  hope. 

She  is  now  busy  and  happy  in  the 
home  found  for  her  by  the  Association, 
to  which  she  sends  frequent  grateful  let- 
ters. One  of  the  last  says :  "This  is  one 
more  good  turn  that  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind  has  done  in  giv- 
ing me  the  home  that  I  was  so  anxious 
to  have." 

SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

The  Social  Service  Committee  has  a 
record  of  varied  helpfulness  ranging 
from  providing  for  a  blind  man  who  had 
lost  his  left  leg,  a  friend  in  misery  who 
had  lost  his  right  leg,  so  that  they  could 
share  the  cost  of  buying  and  wearing 
one  pair  of  shoes  between  them,  to  bring- 
ing unfortunate  innocent  blind  people 
out  of  jail,  adjusting  the  affairs  of  inhar- 
monious couples,  providing  education 
and  employment.  and  placing  the 
stranded  and  aged  blind  again  in  happy 
surroimdings.  Extracts  from  a  few  let- 
ters give  an  idea  of  what  this  committee 
is  doing.  For  further  information  see 
the  report  of  its  chairman  on  page  71. 

A  LETTER  FROM  A  MAN  OF  30,  STRICKEN 
BLIND,  EDUCATED  AND  EMPLOYED 
BY   THE  ASSOCIATION. 

When  blindness  comes  to  the  poor, 
it  is  often  to  the  wage  earner  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  the  help  we  generally  have  to 
give  includes  not  only  the  stricken  mem- 
ber, but  the  others  as  well.    A  young 


Italian,  30  years  old,  who  had  success- 
fully taken  care  of  his  family  until  his 
sight  began  to  fail,  was  first  helped  to 
obtain  needed  ocular  treatment,  while 
with  the  co-operation  of  other  societies, 
we  maintained  the  family  while  he  was 
receiving  hospital  treatment.  The  wife 
was  given  sewing  to  do  at  home,  and 
becoming  ill,  was  visited  regularly  by 
one  of  our  Social  Service  physicians. 
When  the  husband  was  ready  to  take  up 
work  again,  he  was  given  a  glass  eye, 
so  that  his  disfigurement  would  not  pre- 
vent his  getting  a  job.  A  place  was 
found  for  him  by  a  blind  member  of 
the  Social  Service  Committee.  Thus, 
by  our  activities  we  have  held  this  little 
family  together,  and  given  the  needed 
helping  hand  to  a  man  who  has  shown 
his  appreciation  in  many  letters,  one  of 
which  follows : 

"I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  Mr. 
B —  has  given  me  a  job  now  and  that 
pays  ten  dollars  a  month  more. 

"Again  I  thank  you  exceedingly  for  all 
you  have  done  for  me.    Never  forget- 
ting your  kindness,  believe  me  to  be, 
"Yours  ever  grateful, 
(Signed)   "A  P  ." 

A  LETTER  FROM    A    BLIND    MAN    OF  60, 
GIVEN   EMPLOYMENT  BY  THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

A  blind  man  of  sixty  appealed 
to  us  for  assistance.  He  had  been 
out  of  funds  for  many  months 
and  had  only  been  kept  from  actual 
starvation  by  the  contributions  of 
friends  in  nearly  as  great  need  as  him- 
self. A  member  of  the  committee 
called  upon  him,  and  found  him  deeply 
discouraged.  Money  was  given  him 
sufficient  for  his  immediate  wants,  and 
within  two  weeks  he  was  established  in 
the  newspaper  business  and  is  now  mak- 
ing a  fair  living,  besides  being  happily 
employed,  as  is  shown  by  the  following: 

"Although  I  have  expressed  to  your 
visitor  and  other  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation my  appreciation  of  the  great  ser- 
vice rendered  to  me,  I  wish  to  thank 
you  personally  for  your  kindness  and 
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help  in  placing  me  in  a  position  to  earn 
a  living  for  myself. 

"While  I  am  not  growing  rich  very 
fast,  I  am  employed,  which  is  far  bet- 
ter, and  if  the  public  could  only  realize 
what  it  is  for  a  blind  man  to  be  able  to 
make  a  living,  your  success  in  raising 
funds  for  the  Association  would  be  dou- 
bled. 

"The  blind  of  our  country  certainly 
owe  you  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  what 
you  have  done  in  their  behalf ;  for  you 
have  accomplished  more  for  our  cause 
than  anyone  else,  and  I  consider  it  an 
honor  to  have  met  and  known  you  per- 
sonally, and  I  wish  to  assure  you  again 
of  my  heartfelt  appreciation  of  your 
kindness  to  me." 

BLINDED    BY  DYNAMITE. 

A  young  laboring  man  became  blind 
by  a  dynamite  explosion.  He  had  no 
family  to  give  him  the  shelter  of  a  roof 
and  none  to  turn  to  for  advice  as  to 
how  to  take  up  a  future  without  sight, 
until  he  was  sent  to  the  Lighthouse. 
Through  the  Association  a  home  was 
obtained  for  him,  and  he  is  learning  to 
work  with  his  hands,  unhampered  by  the 
worry  of  not  knowing  how  he  is  to  be 
sheltered  or  where  his  next  meal  is  to 
come  from. 

THE  ASSOCIATION  AIDS  A  BLIND  MAN  AS 
COAL  AND  WOOD  MERCHANT. 

When  the  Association  finds  an  indi- 
vidual showing  ability  along  any  partic- 
ular line,  its  endeavor  is  to  encourage 
such  ability  as  far  as  the  handicap  of 
blindness  will  permit.  One  of  our  visit- 
ors reported  the  case  of  a  blind  m^n  who 
had  started  a  little  business  in  a  cellar, 
selling  coal  and  wood ;  the  latter  he  had 
obtained  from  nearby  dealers  in  various 
small  quantities,  he  had  himself  chopped 
and  put  it  up  in  small  bundles.  He 
was  enabled  to  increase  his  business, 
an  adequate  stock  of  coal  and  wood 
was  supplied  to  him  and  better  quarters 
found.  He  is  now  doing  well  and  im- 
doubtedly  has  brighter  prospects  for  the 
future,  thanks  to  his  readiness  in  grasp- 


ing the  opportunities  afforded  him  by 
the  Association. 

A  BLIND  OLD  GERMAN  SENT  BACK  TO  HIS 
FATHERLAND. 

An  interesting  case  of  Social  Service 
is  that  of  an  elderly  German  who  was 
stricken  blind  not  long  ago.  His  wife 
was  too  old  to  help  him  by  working  out, 
and  there  seemed  no  resource  for  them 
but  the  poorhouse.  A  married  daugh- 
ter in  Germany  offered  them  a  home  on 
a  little  farm  there,  but  was  not  able  to 
send  the  passage  money.  The  Associa- 
tion obtained  the  co-operation  of 
other  societies,  and  secured  for  these 
two  old  people  their  passage  home ; 
the  interest  of  some  good  Samaritans 
was  obtained  on  their  behalf  and 
they  were  supplied  with  clothes  and 
pocket  money.  Incidentally  the  state 
was  relieved  from  the  expense  of  caring 
for  two  additional  paupers.  The  old 
couple  have  sent  grateful  thanks  since 
their  arrival  in  the  Gatherland. 

A   BLIND    ITALIAN    WOMAN    WHOSE  HUS- 
BAND HAD  KILLED  HIMSELF  RESCUED 
FROM  DESPAIR  BY  THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

A  blind  Italian  woman  with  no  knowl- 
edge of  English  was  regularly  visited  by 
our  Social  Service  physician  and  our 
teacher.  She  had  a  devoted  husband, 
who  did  everything  he  could  for  her, 
but  he  was  stricken  with  cancer.  In  a  fit 
of  desperation  he  killed  himself.  The 
unfortunate  blind  wife  turned  in  her 
grief  to  the  Association's  visitor  for  help. 
All  arrangements  for  the  funeral  and  for 
her  future  were  left  to  us,  and  happily 
we  were  able  to  save  her  from  her  de- 
spair. 

CLUBS. 

THE  woman's  club. 

The  Woman's  Club,  though  hampered 
terribly  by  lack  of  a  proper  room  in 
which  to  hold  its  meetings,  has  increased 
in  membership,  and  has  been  doing  faith- 
ful social  service,  not  restricted  to  its 
splendid  work  for  the  blind  in  the  poor 
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houses,  but  even  helping  the  invalid  and 
unfortunate  seeing.  Some  of  the  Wind 
read  to  sighted  invalids,  and  entertain 
and  comfort  them  in  many  ways. 

To  quote  from  the  report  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Club,  who  of  course,  like  all 
the  other  active  members,  is  blind : 


understanding  and  co-operation  is  the 
prevalent  tone. 

"The  Christmas  Party  was  largely  at- 
tended, the  program  was  given  by  the 
members,  a  new  feature  being  Christ- 
mas Carols  bv  the  Choral  Class. 

"Another  feature  of  the  work  of  the 
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Blind  Guests  of  the  Women's  Club  afloat  down  the  Bay 


"Our  meetings  have  been  most  satis- 
factory. This  is  due  largely  to  the  fact 
that  matters  of  special  interest  have 
been  the  subjects  for  consideration,  and 
the  essential  parts  of  the  various  pro- 
grams have  been  most  enjoyable,  but 
also  is  it  due  to  the  fact  that  the  mem- 
bers are  finding  at  the  club  the  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  old  friendships  and 
make  new  ones ;  and  a  spirit  of  mutual 


club  is  the  Mutual  Aid.  Great  interest 
was  taken  in  the  Peddler's  Party  held 
to  raise  money  for  this  fund.  About 
$40.00  was  realized.  The  Blind  Club 
Members'  Fund  sent  eight  unfortunate 
blind  girls  to  recuperate  in  the  country, 
as  guests  of  the  Ckib. 

"The  annual  outing  was  held  in  July, 
and  about  sixty  women  took  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  for  a  day  in  the 
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open.  We  went  to  Midland  Beach,  and 
after  bathing  and  games,  the  members 
of  the  club  and  their  guests  partook  of 
an  excellent  dinner  at  the  hotel." 

letter  from  a  blind  guest  of  the 
woman's  club. 

The  following  is  a  portion  of  one  of 
the  letters  of  thanks  received  from 
a  woman  sent  by  the  Club  for 
a  rest  in  the  country :  "Let  me 
thank  you  for  this  great  treat  which  we 
are  thoroughly  enjoying.  The  weather 
is  so  lovely  that  we  can  be  out-of-doors 
all  day.  This  is  a  very  pleasant  place 
and  the  people  are  very  kind.  I  am  full 
of  gratitude  and  send  sincere  loving 
thanks  to  you  all." 

lectures    from    THE    BOARD    OF  EDUCA- 
TION. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  year  was 
memorable :  at  it  was  given  the  first  of 
a  series  of  lectures,  which  through  the 
courtesy  of  Dr.  Leipziger,  Supervisor  of 
Lectures  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the 
club  is  to  have  the  privilege  of  listening 
to  this  winter. 

men's  club. 

The  Men's  Club  is  a  very  stimulating 
and  progressive  organization,  and  it  is 
not  facetious  to  say  that  it  is  more 
masculine,  if  not  more  philanthropic,  in 
character  than  the  Woman's  Club.  It 
keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in  its  interests, 
and  its  speakers  have  included  some  of 
the  most  progressive  and  interesting  men 
of  the  day,  both  blind  and  sighted. 

Its  blind  President,  Mr.  Patrick,  to 
whom  it  owes  so  much,  writes: 

"During  the  twelve  months  the  num- 
bers attending  have  increased  until  at 
the  last  three  meetings  there  have  been 
from  seventy  to  ninety  persons  in  our 
basement  room. 

"The  increase  in  interest  may  be  attri- 
buted largely  to  the  kindness  of  the 
many  friends  who  have  entertained  and 
instructed  the  club  with  lectures  music, 
etc." 


A   BLIND   CLUB   MEMBER  SAVES  ANOTHER 
FROM    HIS  HANDICAP. 

As  our  first  office  is  to  prevent  blind- 
ness, when  possible,  we  make  that  the 
first  step  in  aiding  those  who  come  to  the 
Lighthouse. 

A  young  lad  employed  in  a  printing 
office  was  threatened  with  blindness  if 
he  did  not  give  up  his  occupation  and 
go  to  the  country  where  he  could  live 
an  out-of-door  life.  His  family  was 
poor  and  could  give  no  material  aid.  A 
blind  member  of  the  club  and  of  the 
Social  Service  Committee  secured  the 
co-operation  of  some  of  the  lad's  former 
classmates,  and  a  sum  was  raised  which 
enabled  him  to  obtain  board  in  the  coun- 
try. A  little  later  work  was  found  for 
him.  and  he  is  now  able  to  make  his  own 
way.  As  matters  now  stand  another 
victim  has  been  saved  from  the  ranks 
of  blindness.  The  lad  has  written  to 
the  blind  co-operator  of  the  Associa- 
tion the  following  characteristic  letter : 

A    LETTER    FROM    A    YOUNG    MAN  S.WED 
FROM  BLINDNESS  BY  THE  ASSOCI- 
ATION. 

"Have  received  your  letter  and  am 
very  much  pleased  to  have  you  know 
that  I  am  improving  nicely  and  to  thank 
the  boys  very  much  also  for  the  great 
use  they  are,  and  wish  them  luck  in 
every  way.  That's  what  you  call  Club 
Mates.  I  am  walking  all  around  seeing 
the  beautiful  sights.  Was  down  to  Pon- 
toosic  Lake  Sunday,  fine  place  for  boat- 
ing and  bathing.  There's  wild  deer  that 
runs  around  the  field  at  night,  also 
woodchuck,  squirrel,  rabbits  and  other 
creatures.  I  have  a  nice  little  room  to 
myself  and  sleep  very  good  every  night 
because  the  air  is  beautiful.  I  hear 
that  you  are  going  away  and  I  wish  you 
enjoy  yourself.  Give  my  regards  to 
the  boys.    Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)    "C.  T." 

"I  have  written  this  myself."  [This 
shows  his  improved  sight.] 

This  sight  saving  was  the  result  of  the 
loving  effort  of  a  blind  member  of  the 
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Social  Service  Committee,  Mr.  W.  I. 
Scandlin.  He  and  Dr.  I.  Louis  have 
been  such  splendid  workers  for  the  blind 
that  though  what  is  done  by  us  is  re- 
corded as  the  Association's  work,  it  is 
time  that  we  paid  just  personal  tribute 
for  what  these  tireless  co-operators  have 
done. 

SINGING  AND  PLAYING. 

The  girls'  singing  class  is  making 
good  progress  and  they  have  contributed 
much  by  their  music  to  the  pleasure  of 
some  entertainments. 

Some  of  our  co-operators  have  done 
fairly  well  in  securing  musical  engage- 
ments. One  of  them  held  for  the  sum- 
mer a  position  as  organist — of  this  we 
are  very  proud.  A  blind  friend  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  playing  in  a  small  band 
at  an  amusement  resort.  He  was  fearful 
of  losing  the  position,  but  our  Home 
Teacher"  succeeded  in  making  it  per- 
manent for  him. 

MUSICAL. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  securing 
two  musical  scholarships  for  blind  men, 
and  we  only  wish  that  we  had  the  means 
to  develop  for  the  blind  their  splendid 
possibilities  of  music. 

TEACHING  BRAILLE  MUSIC  TO  A  SHUT-IN. 

A  blind  man  with  a  large  family  helps 
to  support  it  by  basket-making.  His 
wife,  a  capable  worker,  is  the  chief  finan- 
cial asset.  She  is  obliged  to  be  away 
through  the  day,  and  her  husband  is 
alone  during  the  hours  the  children  are 
at  school.  He  has  always  had  a  passion- 
ate love  of  music,  but  has  never  been 
able  to  gratify  it,  until  the  Association's 
teacher  commenced  instructing  him  in 
Braille  music.  These  weekly  lessons 
give  him  great  joy.  He  writes : 
"Dear  Miss   : 

"I  cannot  express  myself  very  well  to 
tell  you  how  happy  and  thankful  I  am 
for  being  able  to  learn  piano ;  and  what 
pleasure  this  learning  is  to  me.    I  hope 


I  will  be  able  with  your  kind  help  to  con- 
tinue this  learning."' 

OUTINGS. 

The  men  and  women  have  greatly  en- 
joyed the  festivities  which  they  have 
planned  in  the  summer.  The  illustra- 
tions can  speak,  perhaps,  most  eloquently 
of  their  delightful  experiences  in  Coney 
Island,  on  a  sail  down  the  bay,  and  on  a 
trolley  trip.  We  can  always  use  grate- 
fully and  helpfully  motors,  boats,  trol- 
leys, carriages  or  carfares.  Anything 
can  be  put  to  use  at  the  Lighthouse  if 
it  is  clean  or  cleanable ! 

Outings  for  the  blind  bring  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  diversion  and  cheer 
into  their  lives  and  give  them  happy 
recollections  about  which  they  never  tire 
of  talking.  One  of  the  men  who  went 
with  us  to  the  seashore  for  the  day,  said 
when  he  left  for  home,  "this  is  the  hap- 
piest day  I  have  had  in  the  ten  years  I 
have  been  blind." 

One  of  the  women,  a  brave  soul  who 
has  had  her  fight  out  with  blindness,  and 
who  has  conquered,  greatly  enjoys  go- 
ing out  and  "seeing  things"  as  much 
as  though  she  had  her  physical  vision 
still.  She  wrote  after  an  outing  to  the 
seashore : 
"]\Iy  dear  Friend : 

"Just  a  few  lines  to  tell  you  how  I  en- 
joyed myself  yesterday,  and  I  am  sure 
everyone  else  did.  The  day  seemed  to 
have  been  made  for  us.  We  had  such  a 
pleasant  time  at  our  table.  It  struck 
me  so  funny.  I  had  a  great  big  cup  of 
coffee  and  all  the  rest  had  little,  dainty 
cups,  so  my  guide  told  me,  and  the 
waiter  kind  of  laughed  when  he  gave 
it  to  me,  and  that  got  me  off.  So  thank- 
ing the  giver  of  the  dinner  and  you  and 
your  friends,  and  wishing  you  a  pleas- 
ant and  happv  vacation,  I  am  yours  with 
love." 

A  young  blind  girl  whom  we  had  sent 
away  from  the  hot  city  wrote  to  us  that 
it  was  beautiful  where  she  was,  and  that 
all  she  had  to  do  was  to  lift  her  head 
from  the  pillow  to  "look  right  into  the 
forest." 
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CONCERTS    TO    THE    AFFLICTED    IN  THE 
POOR-HOUSES. 

Few  can  regard  the  spectacle  of  our 
blind  co-operators  making  music  for  the 
afiflicted  blind  in  the  poor-house  without 
being  deeply-moved.  This  work,  con- 
tinued at  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon. 
Smith  Ely,  has  been  successfully  car- 


The  Blackwell's  Island  parties  afiford 
great  pleasure  to  the  blind  inmates  of  the 
Poorhouse,  numbering  over  150  men  and 
women.  The  concerts  are  given  in  the 
chapel,  and  the  old  people  are  helped 
from  their  wards  to  the  church,  and 
there  laugh  and  cry  over  the  music,  reci- 
tations and  stories  offered  to  them  by 
the  Association.    It  gives  them  greater 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION   FOR  THE  BLIND 
'Good  Running" — Blind  Men  racing  on  the  beacb  at  Staten  Island 


ried  out,  chiefly  by  blind  artists,  through 
the  generalship  of  an  able  Committee 
of  five,  which  includes  three  blind  people. 
There  are  many  men  and  women  who 
eagerly  look  forward  to  these  entertain- 
ments, which  constitute  for  them  the 
most  blessed  days  in  the  year. 


enjoyment  when  the  performers  are 
blind,  so  it  is  usually  a  group  of  our 
handicapped  people  who  entertain  them, 
voluntarily  or  professionally.  Tobacco 
and  candy  or  ice  cream  and  cake  add 
greatly  to  the  pleasure  of  the  afternoon. 
The  following  extracts  are  from 
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A   LETTER    FROM    A   BLIND    MAN    IN  THE 
POORHOUSE 

Dec.  23. 

"Dear  Friend : 

"In  behalf  of  the  blind  of  the  Island  I 
wish  to  thank  you  and  all  those  who 
were  included  in  giving  to  the  blind  men 
and  women  a  social  entertainment  which 
we  all  appreciated.  Although  we  can- 
not see,  our  sense  of  hearing  is  far 
greater  than  of  those  who  can  see,  and 
as  you  have  heard  the  applause  which 
was  given  to  each  talent,  it  has  shown 
that  we  appreciated  them  all  very  much. 
The  blind  men  of  my  ward  were  talking 
about  it  for  several  days ;  they  have  en- 
joyed it  so  much,  and  as  for  myself — it 
was  one  of  the  best  entertainments  I 
have  ever  enjoyed  or  have  heard,  and  I 
hope  we  will  have  another  one  soon. 

"And  Mr.  G  -,  he  also  surprised  us, 

as  he  was  the  first  blind  man  who  ever 
played  a  piano  over  here,  and  he  did 

very  good.    Mrs.  R  's  recitation  was 

also  well  received  and  Mr.  O  ,  who 

was  the. star  of  the  entertainment,  made 
a  great  hit,  and  he  is  really  a  profes- 
sional in  his  line  and  was  well  appreci- 
ated by  everyone. 

"The  next  entertainment  that  will  be 
given  over  here  for  the  blind  all  will  at- 
tend, as  they  have  heard  so  much  about 
it,  and  some  regret  that  they  did  not 
attend.  And  they  all  thank  you  for  the 
tobacco  which  was  given  them,  as  every- 
one in  the  ward  received  a  package  and 
was  very  well  pleased  with  it. 

"I  will  close  my  letter,  wishing  you  all 
a  Merry  Chirstmas  a  Cheerful.  Happy 
and  Prosperous  New  Year  with  the  en- 
joyments of  good  health.  I  pray  that 
God  will  grant  you  all  these  blessings. 
"From  your  friend, 
(Signed)    "H         P  ." 

Citv  Home,  Blackwell's  Island. 
Blind  Ward. 

THE  IMBECILE  BLIND  HELPED  AND  C.A.RED 
FOR  BY  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

During  the  summer  the  pupils  of  the 
Home  Teachers  called  at  the  office,  and 
on  one  occasion  a  blind  woman  told  of 


her  daughter  who  had  just  been  sent 
home  from  Ward's  Island.  The  Asso- 
ciation was  able  to  put  her  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Committee  for  the  After 
Care  of  the  Insane,  so  that  the  girl 
was  looked  after. 

A  defective  blind  man  has  been  great- 
ly helped  by  the  music  furnished  through 
the  Ticket  Bureau. 

Our  Home  teacher  gives  regular  in- 
struction to  a  defective  blind  woman  in 
her  home. 

Several  defective  blind  children  have 
also  been  assisted  by  us. 

PAPERS    AND    CURRENT    EVENTS   READ  TO 
OUR  PUPILS. 

Our  blind  must  keep  up  to  date  in 
current  matters. 

We  have  organized  a  systematic 
course  of  reading  for  blind  members  of 
the  stafif,  consisting  of  salient  features 
of  recent  work  for  the  blind,  and  gen- 
eral topics  of  interest  to  the  public 
For  the  girls'  weaving  class  we  are 
having  several  volunteer  readers,  who 
read  to  them  in  the  afternoons,  and  the> 
are  given  once  a  week,  special  topics  of 
public  interest,  including  developments 
in  recent  work  for  the  blind. 

MISSIONARIES  TO  THE  SEEING. 

This  is  truly  the  ambition  of  our  best 
blind  men  and  women,  and  the  mission- 
ary work  which  they  have  accomplished 
among  those  who  are  laboring  under  the 
same  handicap,  and  also  as  missionaries 
to  the  seeing,  is  significant.  A  doctor  re- 
cently asked  us  to  furnish  teachers  for 
his  nervous  patients.  "The  example  of 
the  self-supporting,  calm,  capable  blind 
teacher  will  be  a  lesson  of  uncountable 
value  to  my  poor  unstrung  patients,  who, 
with  all  their  faculties,  need  the  inspira- 
tion which  can  only  be  given  by  the  As- 
sociation's handicapped  teachers." 

THE  BLIND  READ  TO  THE  SEEING. 

A  new  phase  of  our  work  has  been 
sending  the  blind  to  call  upon  and  cheer 
the  invalided  seeing,  and  to  read  to  them. 
This  is  perfectly   practical,  and  apart 
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from  the  great  pleasure  it  gives  to  the 
blind  missionary  and  to  the  seeing  per- 
son who  is  entertained,  the  moral  stimu- 
lus given  to  a  nervous  invalid  or  to  a 
self-pitying  seeing  person  by  the  fact 
that  he  is  being  cheered  and  read  to  by 
one  who  has  overcome  the  handicap  of 
blindness,  is  of  inestimable  value. 

THE  BLIND  AT  WORK  WITH  THE  SEEING 

Any  blind  man  or  woman  who  is  given 
an  occupation  with  the  seeing,  causes 
great  joy  to  the  Lighthouse  workers. 
The  success  of  this  effort  in  France,  ow- 
ing to  the  personal  capacity  and  indomit- 
able v/ill  and  energy  of  Mr.  Lavanchy- 
Clarke,  is  most  encouraging.  He  has 
made  arrangements  with  several  large 
brush-makers  to  employ  as  many  blind 
people  as  he  can  send  to  work  side-by- 
side  with  the  seeing  factory  men.  The 
Secretary  accompanied  Mr.  Lavanchy- 
Clarke  to  a  factory  of  cocoa  matting, 
where  among  the  seeing  workers  three 
blind  men  were  employed.  There  are 
many  instances  of  this  encouraging  na- 
ture to  be  found  throughout  the  world. 
It  is  the  will  to  follow  this  principle  of 
non-segregation  of  the  blind,  and  the 
energy  to  place  them  in  the  seeing  world, 
which  is  one  of  the  strongest  qualities  in 
modern  blind  work — in  that  indomitable 
force  which  for  the  lack  of  a  better 
name  may  be  called  the  new  spirit. 

BLIND  CO-OPER.\TORS  EMPLOYED  WITH  THE 
SEEING. 

We  were  very  happy  that  a  blind  co- 
operator  of  the  Association  was  able  to 
fill  a  position  in  a  church  as  organist  this 
summer.  The  State  of  New  Jersey  is 
employing  as  stenographer  one  of  our 
pupils.  We  have  recently  placed  two 
blind  men  in  piano  factories.  One  of  oui 
pupils  is  doing  house  to  house  tuning. 
Three  blind  people  have  received  official 
appointments  in  hospitals  as  masseurs. 
Three  others  are  employed  as  switch- 
board operators — two  in  hospitals  and 
one  in  a  wholesale  house.  Nine  are  act- 
ing as  agents — one  for  a  cleaning  estab- 
lishment. 


THE  BLIND  AS  NEWS  AGENTS. 

Our  co-operators  include  several  tea 
and  coffee  merchants,  and  we  have  been 
particularly  successful  in  securing  news- 
stands where  our  men  do  a  good  busi- 
ness. One  of  our  blind  co-operators 
employs  150  men  in  an  extremely  im- 
portant commercial  enterprise. 

POSITIONS  OF  GREAT  RESPONSIBILITY  HELD 
BY  THE  BLIND. 

We  know  of  two  blind  editors,  a  num- 
ber of  blind  financiers,  scientists,  writers, 
poets,  teachers  of  the  seeing,  singers, 
musicians,  etc.  We  have  only  mentioned 
a  few  occupations  with  the  seeing,  of 
our  immediate  co-operators,  but  there 
are  various  other  occupations  and  pro- 
fessions in  which  blind  people  are  en- 
gaged. 

A    BRAVE   BLIND    WOMAN    PREPARES  FOR 
HER  COMING  HANDICAP. 

A  blind  woman  told  us  the  other  day, 
that  when  she  was  first  going  blind,  four- 
teen years  ago,  she  determined  to  learn 
to  do  her  own  work  despite  her  blind- 
ness. With  that  in  mind,  she  would 
bandage  her  eyes,  and  iron  a  shirtwaist 
or  some  other  garment.  Then  she  would 
look  at  it  to  see  if  it  were  right,  and  con- 
tinue working  in  this  way. 

To-day  she  is,  though  totally  blind, 
one  of  our  most  useful  and  cheerful  co- 
operators — self-supporting,  and  keeping 
a  boarding  house  for  the  seeing — but  she 
is  a  regular  attendant  at  our  clubs,  out- 
ings, and  other  parties. 

PRESIDENT    TAFT    DICTATES    TO   A  BLIND 
STENOGRAPHER. 

The  Association  is  proud  to  have  cre- 
ated this  precedent  for  the  blind.  When 
the  President  went  to  the  booth  of  the 
Actors'  Fund  Fair  to  see  the  blind  peo- 
ple weaving  and  making  brooms,  he  was 
asked  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  dictate  something  to  the  blind 
stenographer.  "Are  you  able  to  take 
what  I  say?"  he  asked,  and  he  was  much 
amused  to  discover  that  already  every 
word  he  had  uttered  since  his  entry  had 
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PHOTOGRAPH  SENT  TO  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  OF  THE 
NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
BY   PRESIDENT  TAFT. 

With  this  signed  inscription : 
"To  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  with  the  warmest  appreciation 
and  best  wishes  of  W.  H.  Taft." 


Fourth  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  41 


been  recorded.  "Dear  me,"  he  said, 
"This  is  as  embarrassing  as  one's  first 
experience  with  a  telephone." 

Then  he  dictated  the  following:  "I 
have  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  furnish- 
ing to  the  blind  the  means  of  enjoying 
life  and  of  forgetting  the  deprivation 
which  is  theirs." 

This  note,  signed  by  the  President, 
hangs  in  the  Lamp  Room  of  the  Light- 
house, framed,  with  the  autograph 
photograph  of  President  Taft  and  of  the 
stenographer  who  took  his  dictation. 
See  page  40. 

It  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  blind  that  a  President  of  the  United 
States  has  used  a  sightless  stenographer. 
President  Taft  was  overcome  with  sur- 
prise and  delight  at  our  stenographer's 
capacity,  and  though  he  was  a  firm  friend 
of  the  blind  before,  we  think  that  he  is 
now  a  firm  believer  in  their  ability  to 
find  light  through  work.  He  and  Mrs. 
Taft  again  head  the  list  of  Patrons  for 
the  coming  benefit  for  the  Association. 

A  BLIND  PUPIL  EMPLOYED  BY  ANOTHER 
STATE  AS  STENOGRAPHER. 

A  young  woman  stenographer  became 
blind.  At  the  Lighthouse  she  was  taught 
her  stenography  over  again,  so  that 
despite  her  blindness,  she  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  stenographer  and  secretary  in 
another  State. 

HAVING  LEARXED   HOW   TO   BE   BLIND  AT 
THE  ASSOCIATION,  A  YOUNG  CLERGY- 
MAN TAKES  UP  HIS  FORMER 
TASKS. 

We  are  all  very  happy  over  the  splendid 
pluck  of  one  of  our  co-operators :  A 
minister,  who  was  stricken  blind,  is  back 
in  his  parish,  where  he  is  not  only  ful- 
filling the  calls  exacted  by  his  office  but 
is  doing  progressive  and  far-reaching 
social  work. 

A  YOUNG  BLIND  RUSSIAN  PLACED  IN  BUSI- 
NESS BY  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

A  young  Russian  Jew,  newly  blind, 
and  anxious  to  be  of  some  help  to  his 
struggling  wife  and  their  five  children, 
asked  the  Association's  help.     No  li- 


cense could  be  obtained  for  him  un- 
til he  became  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Through  the  assistance  of  a 
friend  and  co-worker  of  the  Association 
his  first  citizen's  papers  were  se- 
cured, and  the  subsequent  details  being 
arranged,  he  is  now  launched  in  what 
promises  to  be  a  profitable  business  in 
the  Bronx.  During  a  large  part  of 
this  period  of  forced  idleness  he  and  his 
family  were  maintained  by  a  friend  of 
the  Association. 

WIRELESS  TELEGRAPHY. 

We  do  not  believe  in  wireless  teleg- 
raphy for  the  blind,  but  one  of  our  co- 
operators,  to  the  astonishment  and  ad- 
miration of  the  master  electrician  at  the 
Electrical  Show  in  New  York  this  au- 
tumn, operated  the  wireless  station 
which  was  on  exhibition  there,  and  which 
is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world.  This 
same  co-operator  has  himself  construct- 
ed a  wireless  apparatus  on  which  he  re- 
ceives and  sends  messages  350  miles 
away.    See  page  42. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

Our  Home  Teachers  have  long  felt 
the  need  of  a  supply  of  books  foi 
their  own  delectation  as  well  as  for 
reference  and  for  their  pupils.  The  other 
Lighthouse  workers  have  also  wanted 
books  of  reference  on  blindness,  maga 
zines,  and  articles  on  the  work  being 
done  for  the  blind  throughout  the  world. 
We  feel  that  our  best  work  cannot  be 
done  without  having  an  intelligent 
knowledge  of  everything  relating  to  our 
work  that  has  gone  on,  that  is  going  on, 
and  that  seems  likely  to  go  on.  With 
this  in  view,  this  year  we  began,  under 
the  charge  of  one  of  our  blind  co-oper- 
ators, a  miniature  library  concerning 
which  the  Librarian  writes :  "One  book- 
case is  all  that  we  possess  for  this  li- 
brary, which  is  placed  in  a  tiny  room 
used  alternately  for  massage  and  class 
instruction."  See  page  72.  Oh,  for  that 
Lighthouse  with  its  turret  chamber 
where  our  blind  teachers,  workers  and 
pupils  can  go  for  happy  minutes  between 
work,  to  get  in  touch  with  the  activities 
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"Wireless."    This  Blind  Boy  has  received  and  sent  messages  at  the  Lighthouse  at  distances 
of  300  miles — on  apparatus  that  he  made  himself 


Fourth  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Bhnd  43 


which  mean  so  much  to  us  throughout 
the  world !  Where  is  the  understanding 
heart  and  generous  purse  to  make  this 
possible? 

SIMPLIFIED  SPELLING. 

Of  course  we  must  be  up-to-date  as 
much  as  possible,  but  we  cannot  please 
the  general  public  and  not  lose  a  cop- 
per or  a  postage  stamp  through  antag- 
onizing the  liberals  or  displeasing  con- 
servatives. The  spelling-board,  despite 
the  benefit  to  work  in  enabling 
those  who  cannot  spell  to  spell,  is  a  red 
rag  to  those  who  cling  to  the  traditions 
in  which  they  and  their  forbears  were 
brought  up.  We  have  at  hand  illumi- 
nating documents  of  the  Spelling  Board 
and  its  book  of  300  simplified  words. 
The  shearing  process,  if  we  adopted  it 
entirely,  would  be  a  great  economy  to 
our  blind  stenographers  and  typewriters, 
as  well  as  to  the  staff  in  general.  So  we 
are  diplomatically  and  conservatively 
shearing  a  few  words  like  program, 
thru,  tho;  but  we  have  not  changed 
LOVE,  NEED,  POOR  or  GRATI- 
TUDE, and  you  will  find  these  all  com- 
plete in  full  measure  pressed  and  run- 
ning over  if  you  will  only  help  us  to  get 
a  new  Lighthouse  in  which  to  have  room 
for  old  and  new  spelling. 

MONEY — LOANS    AND    SAVINGS    OF  OUR 
BLIND. 

In  considering  the  problem  of  how  to 
help  our  wards,  it  must  be  constantly 
borne  in  mind  that  most,  of  them  lose 
their  sight  after  the  school  age,  and  that 
most  of  them  are  exceedingly  poor. 

After  they  become  blind,  even  the 
cleverest  of  them  must  lose  a  little  time 
in  learning  how  to  be  blind,  and  during 
this  time  they  must  have  money  for  food 
and  lodging  if  they  are  to  learn  to  be- 
come strong  and  independent. 

Money  is  needed  for  guides  and  car- 
fares. We  have  had  a  special  fund 
started  for  this  purpose,  but  as  we  are 
frequently  taking  on  new  recruits  in 
blindness,  this  fund  chronically  needs  re- 
plenishing. 

We  have  been  asked  for  loans  for  the 


blind  to  bury  their  dead,  to  buy  clothes 
from  our  wardrobes,  to  pay  for  a  type- 
writer for  a  blind  pupil  who  wants  to 
start  a  business  at  home,  and  for  a  thou- 
sand other  good  objects.  We  have  no 
fund  for  these  purposes,  but  it  is  very 
gratifying  to  note  that  when,  in  some 
few  cases,  we  have  "raised  a  loan"  for  a 
blind  man  or  woman,  it  has  usually  been 
paid  back  with  expedition. 

We  buried  a  blind  baby — the  father 
paid  us  back  within  the  year.  The  Home 
Teacher  was  able  to  secure  a  $60  type- 
writer for  $10  for  one  of  his  pupils.  He 
advanced  the  money  himself,  and  the 
loan  was  paid  back  by  degrees. 

This  summer,  three  loans  were  made 
to  set  blind  men  up  in  business,  and  the 
amounts  were  all  paid  back  by  autumn. 

The  Association  gave  much  time  to  in- 
structing a  young  blind  man  to  fit  him- 
self for  a  position.  When  he  was  finally 
satisfactorily  employed,  he  sent  us  $5  for 
the  Lighthouse. 

The  Association  would  like  to  have  a 
small  fund  to  enable  it  to  start  blind  peo- 
ple, whom  it  deems  fit,  in  small  business 
enterprises,  and  to  tide  others  over  their 
first  difficult  months,  when  they  are 
learning  how  to  be  blind.  It  believes 
that  in  every  way  such  loans  would 
usually  be  the  best  kind  of  investment. 

FARMING,  GARDENING  AND  FLOWERS. 

Some  of  the  Association's  wards  have 
enormously  enjoyed,  during  the  summer 
vacations,  pottering  about  the  garden  and 
helping  the  farmer  and  gardener.  The 
interest  in  flowers  and  plants  is  one  very 
dear  to  our  hearts.  Not  only  have  we 
distributed  flowers  to  our  shut-in  blind 
in  the  tenements  during  the  past  sum- 
mers, but  we  love  eacli  flower  that  is 
brought  to  us,  and  are  proud  of  the 
meagre  exhibition  of  green  things  of 
which  the  Lighthouse  can  boast.  We 
would  be  very  grateful  for  contributions 
of  flowers  or  growing  plants. 

THE  JOY  IN  SWEET  PERFUMES. 

If  people  realized  the  comfort  and  de- 
light to  the  blind  in  using  the  sense  of 
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smell,  it  would  be  a  pleasant  duty  of 
those  who  have  their  welfare  at  heart  to 
do  their  utmost  to  minister  to  this  sense. 
Not  only  do  odors  assist  greatly  in  pic- 
tures which  the  blind  can  imagine,  but 
they  explain  conditions  and  positions  of 
things,  saving  time,  needless  investiga- 
tion and  inquiry.  Miss  Helen  Keller 
has  explained  this  in  her  picturesque  and 
interesting  fashion.  She  writes  to  Mr. 
Wade,  after  reading  his  article  on  the 
senses  of  the  blind  and  deaf : 

HELEN   KELLER  ON  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF 
ODORS  TO  THE  BLIND. 

"I  am  glad  that  you  appreciate  so  fully 
the  value  of  the  sense  of  smell.  .  .  . 
It  is  one  of  the  precious  links  between 
the  world  of  my  kind  and  my  world.  By 
its  guidance  I  enter  with  active  interest 
into  much  that  goes  on  about  me  which 
is  beyond  the  ken  of  my  touch.  .  .  . 
Usually  there  is  within  my  reach  a  large 
variety  of  odors.  .  .  .  They  tell  me 
a  good  deal  about  people,  the  occupations 
they  are  engaged  in,  their  garments, 
their  habits,  and  even  the  state  of  their 
health,  about  the  condition  of  objects  I 
handle,  the  places  I  visit.  ...  All 
these  odors  gathered  together  furnish  me 
with  an  aggregate  experience  often  de- 
lightful and  charming,  at  times  unpleas- 
ant, but  always  enough  to  keep  me  inter- 
ested. ...  To  the  advantages  I 
possess  of  touch,  must  be  added  those  of 
smell,  if  the  fullness  of  my  life  is  to 
be  understood.  ...  I  do  not  see 
why  a  deaf-blind  or  blind  person  should 
be  debarred  from  using  the  sense  of 
smell,  or  any  other  faculty  that  may 
broaden  his  experience,  always  limited  at 
best,  and  increase  his  enjoyment  of  life. 
I  am  surprised  that  smell  or  any  other 
sense  should  be  scorned  just  because 
sometimes  it  takes  cognizance  of  dis- 
agreeable objects.  It  seems  as  reason- 
able to  slight  the  eye  because  it  brings  us 
visions  of  trivial,  squalid  or  ugly  things." 

LIGHTHOUSE  HUMOR — A  DEMONSTRATION. 

There  is  no  question  that  the  Light- 
house people  are  a  humorous  folk,  and 


fond  of  jokes  and  merriment.  During 
the  solemn  dictation  of  this  report  to  a 
blind  stenographer,  a  Lighthouse  Keeper 
was  disturbed  by  a  tremendous  uproar 
proceeding  from  the  girls'  class-room  in 
the  basement.  She  ran  downstairs 
quickly  to  find  what  the  trouble  was.  A 
very  quiet  and  demure  blind  girl,  noted 
for  her  industry  and  pluck,  answered 
timidly:  "Please  excuse  us  for  making 
so  much  noise ;  it  was  only  a  demonstra- 
tion of  the  melancholy  blind."  Our  girls 
don't  call  themselves  blind,  but  "blondes 
who  work  at  the  Lighthouse." 

A    BLIND    MAN    SAYS    THAT    WHEN  HE 
WA-STS,  TO  BE  CHEERED  UP,  HE'LL 
CALL  AT  OUR  OFFICE. 

A  blind  youth  spent  an  hour  in  the 
office  one  day,  waiting  for  someone,  and 
seemed  greatly  amused.  We  asked  him 
why,  and  he  said  he  had  never  seen 
blind  people  so  lively.  They  moved  so 
quickly,  and  laughed  so  much,  and  were 
so  jolly.  "They  were  not  like  that 
where  I  came  from,"  he  said,  adding 
that  when  he  wanted  to  be  cheered  up  he 
would  like  to  visit  us. 

A  blind  visitor  heard  a  member  of  the 
staff  tell  someone  to  open  the  door  for 
the  ice  man,  so  that  he  could  see  to  fill 
the  cooler.  "Dear  me !"  exclaimed  the 
blind  woman,  "before  I'd  be  a  slave  to 
light  like  that!" 

OUR  POETS. 

It  has  been  highly  edifying  to  note  the 
development  of  the  poetic  vein  in  our 
co-operators. 

A  medal  has  been  ofifered  for  the  best 
verse  written  by  our  Lighthouse  co-oper- 
ators,— this  for  either  the  seeing  or  the 
blind.  The  results  have  been  encourag- 
ing. The  first  poem  to  be  received  is 
printed  on  the  inside  of  the  rear  cover. 

Here  is  a  letter  from  a  blind  woman 
who  was  bashful  and  whose  gift  had 
been  unknown  to  her  before : 

"Dear   

"This  is  my  poem — please  tell  me  what 
you  think  of  it.  The  first  three  lines 
went  easy.    I  was  about  to  give  it  up 
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when  all  of  a  sudden  everything  went 
right,  as  I  think.  Why  don't  I  write 
more?  Oh!  no,  never  again.  I  think  I 
can  do  housework,  but  I  never  thought  I 
could  be  a  poet.  Do  you  think  this  will 
take  the  prize? 

"With  love, 


There  is  a  Lighthouse  in  this  town. 
Where   sightless  girls   sit  cheerful  all 
around, 

Weaving  and  knitting,  with  light  through 
work  they  can  be  found, 

And  with  the  love  of  Miss  ,  the  light 

will  never  go  down. 

There  is  no  knowing  what  this  poet 
may  do  if  she  keeps  on  trying! 

When  the  children,  too,  really  get  busy 
sending  their  rhymes  to  the  "Search- 
light" some  poor  victim  will  have  to  be 
turned  into  Poetic  Editor  at  the  Light- 
house, or  perhaps  we  will  have  to  open  a 
class  in  instruction  for  minor  poets !  We 
foresee  a  rise  in  the  market  for  scrap 
baskets. 

In  our  last  Report  we  told  how  our 
late  President.  Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gil- 
der, said  that  poetry  was  an  art  which 
could  be  better  nourished  and  cherished 
by  the  blind  man  than  by  the  seeing,  be- 
cause he  could  always  have  it  with  him, 
undisturbed  bv  the  distractions  of  sight. 

DISTINGUISHED  VISITORS. 

So  many  and  so  distinguished  have  our 
visitors  been,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
record  them  all,  but  we  have  been  par- 
ticularly delighted  to  find  the  profound 
significance  of  our  work  abroad,  and  the 
eagerness  with  which  the  great  and  small 
from  all  over  flock  to  the  Lighthouse  to 
learn  what  we  are  doing.  We  have  had 
representatives  from  Japan,  China,  Jeru- 
salem, Holland,  Russia,  Denmark,  Fin- 
land, Greece,  etc.,  etc.  We  know  that  no 
one  comes  to  us  without  teaching  us 
something,  we  hope  that  no  one  is  wel- 
comed by  us  without  leaving  us  a  little 
happier,  and  perhaps  a  little  wiser.  We 
have  welcomed  at  our  headquarters 
among  others,  the  German  Colonial  Min- 


ister, Herr  Dernberg,  many  leading 
typhophiles,  including  Mr.  Jonker,  the 
blind  professor  of  languages  from  Am- 
sterdam;  Miss  Durham  and  Miss  Chase 
from  the  School  for  the  Blind  in  Canton, 
and  many  others,  also 

A  BLIND  SENATOR. 

Senator  Gore  was  among  the  distin- 
guished guests  at  the  Lighthouse,  and 
he  came  emphasizing  the  fact  that  we 
were  not  an  '"institution,"  and  did  not  be- 
lieve in  segregating  the  blind,  but  tried 
to  do  what  he  had  tried  to  do  all  his  life 
— make  the  blind  act  like  normal  hu- 
man beings,  and  force  them  to  take  their 
part  in  the  work  and  play  of  the  seeing 
world.  He  dictated  the  following  letter 
to  a  blind  stenographer: 

"April  2,  1910. 

"My  dear  Miss  Holt: 

"I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  heartily 
approve  of  your  plan  for  the  education 
of  the  blind.  It  is  practical,  which  is 
the  highest  tribute  that  can  be  paid  to 
any  system.  You  seek  to  make  the  blind 
useful  by  making  them  capable. 

"Children  who  cannot  see  should  be 
educated  among  children  who  can  see. 
To  segregate  them  from  the  boys  and 
girls  who  are  to  make  the  men  and 
women  among  whom  they  must  spend 
their  lives,  earn  their  bread  and  win  their 
way,  is  doubly  unfortunate.  Children 
who  are  raised  in  such  a  cloister  rarely 
come  in  contact  with  the  practical  men 
and  women  of  the  world,  and  then  only 
to  be  caressed  or  'petted.'  When  they 
emerge  from  these  institutions,  thev  ex- 
pect to  be  greeted  with  such  sympathy 
and  carresses  ;  they  are  unfitted  for  the 
stern  realities  of  life  and  for  the  stern 
struggle  for  existence  that  awaits  them. 
Sighted  children  thus  isolated  and  thus 
miseducated  would  be  equally  unfit  for 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  life. 

"I  have  heard  of  those  who  profess 
themselves  cruel  only  to  be  kind.  The 
false  friends  of  the  sightless  often  re- 
verse this  proverb  and  are  kind  only  to 
be  cruel.  Indeed,  it  is  worse  than  cruel- 
y,  it  is  little  better  than  criminal. 
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"With  sentiments  of  highest  respect 
and  best  wishes,  beHeve  me, 

"Truly  your  friend, 

"T.  B.  Gore." 

WORK  WHICH    HAS  SPRUNG  FROM  OURS. 

Besides  the  Buffalo  Association  for 
the  Blind,  Lighthouse  No.  2  (office  and 
salesroom  at  489  Ellicott  Street ;  Secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Delancy  Rochester),  founded 
by  us ;  the  Brooklyn  Ticket  Bureau  and 
ten  other  ticket  bureaux ;  the  Brooklyn 
Woman's  Club,  the  Special  Committee 
for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  of  the 
Sage  Foundation,  in  intimate  connection 
with  the  Association's  Committee,  the 
work  of  which  was  made  possible  by 
Mrs.  Sage ;  the  starting  of  work  for  the 
blind  in  Chautauqua,  which  was  directly 
accomplished  by  the  co-operation  of  the 
Association.  We  feel  that  we  have  add- 
ed our  mite  of  help  to  the  activities  for 
the  blind  started  in  New  Jersey,  and 
take  a  parental  pride  in  the  opening  of 
the  public  schools  there  within  the  last 
month  to  blind  children. 

The  English  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness,  started  at  the  in- 
reaching  influence,  and  recently  we  were 
greatly  gratified  when  Lady  Aberdeen, 
after  seeing  the  Association's  Secretary, 
agreed  to  take  up  the  prevention  of 
blindness  as  part  of  the  work  of  The  Na- 
tional Health  League  of  Ireland,  which 
has  done  such  effective  work,  organized 
and  inspired  by  her  leadership.  The 
Irish  Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  also  is  considering 
starting  this  campaign. 

ENGLISH  TICKET  BUREAU  TO  HAVE  PERMA- 
NENT OFFICE. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  re- 
port that  the  London  Ticket  Bureau, 
started  some  years  ago  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Association,  with  the  Hon.  James 
Bryce,  Rudyard  Kipling  and  others,  and 
with  the  Baroness  Rosenkrantz  as  Sec- 
retary, is  being  reorganized  with  a  per- 
manent London  office. 


BOOKS,  MAGAZINES,  INVEN- 
TIONS FOR  THE  BLIND. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

It  has  been  a  great  satisfaction  that 
the  Bible  for  the  blind  has  at  last  been 
completely  printed  in  Braille  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Association  for  the 
Blind,  206  Great  Portland  Street,  Lon- 
don. There  has  also  appeared  a  general 
catalog  of  music  in  embossed  Braille  in 
all  countries  (all  musical  Braille  notation 
is  the  same),  which  is  of  enormous 
value  to  the  blind. 

W'e  wish  again  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  blind  and  their  friends  to  the  impor- 
tance of  subscribing  to  the  "Outlook  for 
the  Blind,"  a  magazine  giving  an  intelli- 
gent view  of  all  matters  of  importance 
to  them.  It  is  published  by  the 
Massachusetts  Association  for  Improv- 
ing the  Condition  of  the  Blind,  and  edit- 
ed by  Charles  F.  F.  Campbell,  who, 
though  he  has  recently  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Superintendent  of  the  Pittsburg 
Association  for  the  Blind,  continues 
editor  of  this  interesting  magazine. 

Experience  impresses  us  more  and 
more  with  the  need  of  being  in  touch 
with  the  work  throughout  the  world,  but 
in  our  own  country  "The  Outlook  for  the 
Blind"  fulfills  its  title,  and  is  the  best  in- 
vestment in  current  literature  for  the 
blind  for  all  students  in  this  country. 

A  list  of  magazines  touching  on  work 
for  the  blind,  is  printed  on  the  back  of 
this  report. 

The  Ziegler  Magazine,  under  the  edi- 
torship of  the  tireless  Mr.  Holmes,  thanks 
to  his  enterprise  and  imagination,  has 
much  extended  its  good  work.  He  now 
employs  twelve  blind  assistants. 

There  is  talk  of  a  proposed  new  maga- 
zine for  the  blind  to  be  published  in 
Braille  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  to  consist  of  articles  of  real 
literary  merit,  with  important  topics  of 
the  day.  Illingsworth's  "History  of  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,"  just  published 
is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  literature  of 
typhlophiles. 
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Important  English  periodicals  for  the 
blind  are :  "The  Blind,"  edited  by  Henry 
J.  Wilson,  Esq. ;  "Gardiner's  Trust  for 
the  Blind,"  53  Victoria,  and  "The 
Braille  Review,"  published  by  the  Brit- 
ish and  Foreign  Blind  Association. 

INVENTIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  Musicographe  is  to  be  had  at  the 
British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association 
(206  Great  Portland  Street,  London, 
England).  We  quote  from  the  "Braille 
Review":  "We  have  received  an  ad- 
vanced model  of  this  most  useful _  instru- 
ment, which  we  are  convinced  will  meet 
a  long-felt  want  by  enabling  the  blind  to 
become  familiar  with  the  musical  char- 
acters used  by  the  seeing.  The  appara- 
tus consists  of  two  parts,  a  type  case 
with  compartments  in  which  the  various 
notes,  signs,  etc,  are  placed,  and  a  fold- 
ing board  with  four  raised  five-lined 
staves,  on  and  between  which  the  notes, 
etc.,  can  be  readily  fixed  or  removed. 
This  apparatus  should  be  valuable  to  the 
blind,  not  only  in  the  manner  we  have 
already  indicated,  but  also  to  facilitate 
the  transcription  of  their  compositions 
into  the  sighted  staff  notation,  for  after 
a  blind  composer  has  arranged  his  com- 
positions on  the  Musicographe  any  un- 
initiated person  can  make  a  fair  copy,  as 
it  is  purely  mechanical  work.  The  price 
has  not  been  definitely  ascertained,  but  it 
will  probably  be  about  25  shillings  in 
this  country." 


THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  MUSEUm's  ROOM 
FOR  THE  BLIND. 

A  great  deal  of  pleasure  has  been 
given  to  the  blind  in  this  city  through 
the  opening  this  year  of  a  room  for 
them  in  the  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
where  they  may  see  with  their  ten  fin- 
gers much  that  is  beautiful  and  instruc- 
tive. Miss  Thorne  had  this  splendid 
thought  and  generously  left  the  money 
to  have  it  carried  out. 


WORK  OF  SOME  AMERICAN  IN- 
STITUTIONS. 

BLIND  BABIES  AND  DEFECTIVE  BLIND 
CHILDREN. 

Though  we  hope  that  the  prevention 
of  blindness  will  ultimately  eliminate  this 
handicap,  to  a  great  extent,  from  chil- 
dren, there  are  at  the  time  of  this  writing 
twenty  blind  babies  in  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies.  It  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  they  have  extremely  pleas- 
ant quarters  in  which  children  are  re- 
ceived from  all  over  the  country. 

There  is  still  great  need  for  special 
provision  for  defective  blind  children.  It 
is  not  right  to  impose  these  on  either 
the  bright  seeing  or  blind  pupils,  and 
often,  with  proper  care,  these  apparently 
stupid  and  defective  children  develop  as- 
tonishingly. 

COMPULSORY  EDUCATION. 

Notwithstanding  the  bettered  condi- 
tion of  affairs  for  children  in  the  State, 
the  need  of  compulsory  education  for  the 
blind  is  still  very  great,  and  until  we 
have  this  in  New  York,  many  children 
who  might  be  useful  and  happy  men  and 
women  will  grow  up  to  be  useless  drags 
on  society. 

Among  the  active  and  recently  estab- 
lished activities  for  the  blind,  the  work 
already  accomplished  by  the  Montreal 
Association  for  the  Blind  is  extremely 
significant.  At  the  time  of  this  writing, 
they  are  holding  a  Bazaar  at  which  this 
Association  has  an  exhibit.  If  they  con- 
tinue to  grow  at  their  present  speed,  the 
oldest  organization  must  watch  out  for 
its  laurels. 

ENCOURAGING  REPORTS. 

The  reports  from  Perkins,  Overbrook 
and  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  are,  as  usual,  stimulat- 
ing and  interesting  reading.  They  are 
so  well  gotten  up,  with  such  attractive 
pictures,  that  their  appeal  is  much 
stronger  than  it  could  be  if  they  were 
but  dreary  pages  of  dry  facts. 
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FUN,  FRESH  AIR,  FREEDOM,  ETC. 

Mr.  MacAloney  writes  of  the  School 
in  Western  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  is 
the  Superintendent :  "A  liberal  supply  of 
see-saws,  trolley  coasters,  two  merry-go- 
rounds,  a  chute  and  other  playground 
apparatus  have  served  to  make  out-of- 
door  exercise  a  pleasure  rather  than  a 
duty,  and  have  also  been  a  successful 
cure  for  home-sickness."  This  is  sound, 
for  the  most  crucial  part  of  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blind  child  rests  on  having 
fresh  air  and  fun,  to  distract  them 
from  morbid  and  selfish  tendencies. 

He  speaks  also  of  the  interest  of  the 
blind  child  in  flowers  and  nature  studies. 
They  have  planted  flowers,  vegetables, 
seeds  and  bulbs.  Even  the  Kindergarten 
has  a  garden  where  the  tiny  blind  tots 
are  interested  in  the  growth  of  these 
flowers.  His  ambition  is  to  give  each 
child  in  the  school  a  garden  which  it 
may  cultivate  under  the  supervision  of 
a  teacher. 

Much  attention  is  also  paid  to  choral 
singing  in  this  school. 

Twenty-seven  girls  took  up  the  elec- 
tive branch  of  swimming.  Of  this  num- 
ber seventeen  are  experts,  nine  good 
divers,  and  some  have  learned  side- 
strokes. 

PLAYTIME  AT  PERKINS. 

The  report  of  Perkins  lays  much  stress 
on  the  need  of  occupation  for  the  blind 
in  their  leisure  hours.  This  is  a  very 
important  matter  for  all  ages  and  classes 
and  recognition  of  it  furnished  the  seed 
from  which  The  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  and  its  branches  have 
sprung:  for  The  Ticket  Bureau  sought 
to  give  pleasure  to  the  blind  in  their 
leisure  moments. 

THE  NEW  PERKINS,  ETC. 

The  reconstruction  of  Perkins  at 
Watertown  is  an  event  of  profound  in- 
terest in  the  blind  world,  and  we  hope 
that  this  new  plant  may  set  a  new  stand- 
ard in  the  construction  of  educational  in- 
stitutions of  the  kind. 


Mr.  Allen  recognizes  the  need  of  a 
permanent  Bureau  for  the  diffusing  of 
information  relating  to  blindness  and  the 
blind. 

The  printing  work  done  at  Perkins  is 
very  significant.  The  books  are  light 
and  easy  to  handle.  Two  blind  persons 
are  employed  in  the  printing  establish- 
ment. Mr.  Allen  writes,  "This  Commit- 
tee is  responsible  for  the  character  of 
the  embossing,  and  while  realizing  that 
no  system  or  manner  of  printing  it  can 
suit  everybody,  we  welcome  any  and  all 
helpful  criticism.  The  American  Braille 
proving  in  our  experience  the  best  tan- 
gible system  so  far  devised,  is  used  in 
our  best  publications.  Anyone  wishing 
to,  can  easily  learn  to  read  and  write  it." 

Mr.  Allen  is  planning  a  comprehensive 
museum  for  the  blind.  He  has  also  writ- 
ten an  extremely  important  paper  on  his 
impressions  of  foreign  schools  for  the 
blind.    (Outlook  for  the  Blind.) 


BLIND  PUPILS  TEACH  THE  SEEING. 

An  important  departure  at  Perkins  is 
the  teaching  of  seeing  pupils  by  the  blind. 
Mr.  Allen  writes,  "A  thing  which  has 
claimed  much  attention  during  the  year 
is  class-room  deportment,  and  rigid  dis- 
cipline has  been  maintained  regarding 
personal  appearance,  habits  of  speech 
and  general  conduct  in  the  classes."  A 
list  follows  of  the  "don'ts"  to  be  ob- 
served by  teachers  and  officers ;  and  also 
of  the  things  which  they  should  do.  Mr. 
Allen  continues :  "Practically  all  the 
pupils  of  blind  teachers  are  seeing  chil- 
dren. Young  boys  and  girls  are  admitted 
to  our  Normal  Classes  without  charge. 
The  first  year's  work  in  this  department 
is  encouraging.  There  were  eight 
teachers  and  twenty-three  pupils.  It  is 
our  belief  that  this  course  is  invaluable 
to  our  blind  men  and  women  who  aspire 
to  become  teachers  of  the  piano  forte, 
and  as  pupils  become  advanced  in  other 
branches  of  music,  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  provide  suitable  opportunities  for 
them  to  gain  experience  in  teaching  this 
specialty  under  competent  supervision." 
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BLIND     CHILDREN     SHOULD    BE  TAUGHT 
HOW  TO  PLAY. 

Mr.  Burritt  writes  of  the  need  which 
has  been  felt  in  teaching  the  blind  child 
how  to  play.  "The  child  is  wholly  nat- 
ural only  in  play."  They  have  provided 
supervised  play  out-of-doors  four  times 
during  the  week. 

This  is  emphasized  by  Mr.  Allen's  in- 


officer  of  Overbrook,  who  has  canvassed 
three  States  and  personally  investigated 
and  visited  5,800  blind  people.  He  now 
appears  in  a  new  role,  not  only  as  a 
happy  married  man,  now  having  as  his 
co-partner  in  his  good  work  the  former 
Librarian  of  the  blind  in  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delfino  are  the  proud  pio- 
neers in  directing  a  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion and  Salesroom  for  the  adult  blind 


Outdoor  Games  for  Children 
(Courtesy  of  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  BHnd,  Overbrook,  Pa.) 


teresting  chart,  showing  that  discipline 
diminishes  as  enthusiasm  and  participa 
tion  in  athletics  increases. 

Mr.  Burritt,  who  is  a  close  co-operator 
of  Mr.  Allen's,  and  has  carried  out  the 
lines  which  were  started  by  him  as  for- 
mer Director  of  that  institution,  has 
started,  through  his  board  at  Over- 
brook, a  new  activity  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Delfino. 

Pennsylvania's  field  officers. 

We  again  have  to  say  something  appre- 
ciative about  Mr.  Delfino,  the  blind  field- 


in  Philadelphia,  at  200  South  13th 
Street. 

In  Mr.  Delfino's  very  interesting  re- 
port of  his  field  work,  he  reports  seventy- 
five  feeble-minded  children  for  whom  no 
special  provision  is  being  made.  This 
subject  is  touched  upon  on  page  48. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Over- 
brook is  not  only  crowded,  but  has  a 
waiting  list.  This  shows  the  need  of 
field  work  for  other  institutions  which, 
though  in  locations  where  the  population 
is  more  nuinerous  and  consequently 
there  are  more  blind  people,  have  not 
pupils  enough  to  fill  their  schools. 
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BLIND  BEGGARS. 

Mr.  Burritt  cites  some  interesting 
cases  of  the  struggle  in  Philadelphia  to 
eliminate  the  blind  beggar.  Blind  beg- 
gars are  apt  to  be  individuals  who  lack 
sufficient  self-respect  to  resist  the  temp- 
tation offered  for  success  in  this  easy 
profession,  which  is  made  by  the  senti- 
mental public  an  exceedingly  profitable 
one.    The  thoughtless  pedestrian  who 


unavailing,  unless  they  are  followed  up 
by  the  public  and  the  city  authorities. 

HELPING  GRADUATES,  ETC. 

Mr.  Delfino  says  in  his  report  printed 
in  the  Year  Book  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind : 
"Every  school  should  take  an  interest 
and  pride  in  helping  their  former  pupils 
to  make  a  success.    No  school  can  pos- 


The  Winning  Team  from  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blinci,  Overbrook,  Pa. 
(Courtesy  of  The  Outlook  for  Blind) 


hands  pennies  to  the  blind  man  or  wo- 
man beggar  on  the  street  corner,  does 
not  realize  that  he  is  directly  opposing 
the  patient  work  of  the  organizations 
which  endeavor  to  help  the  blind  in  a 
legal  and  self-respecting  manner.  We 
know  of  one  blind  beggar  who  made  as 
much  as  five  dollars  a  day.  Two  of  the 
former  Philadelphia  beggars  are  now 
doing,  a  very  good  business  at  news- 
stands, while  five  or  six  blind  beggars 
were  forced  by  the  charitable  authorities 
and  the  police  to  leave  town.  The  efforts 
of  private  organization  must  be  often 


sess  general  interest  without  doing  so." 
One  of  the  foremost  educators  of  the 
blind  says :  "The  duty  of  a  school  to- 
wards her  pupils  does  not  end  with  their 
graduation." 

We  note  with  pleasure  that  the  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind  is  taking  up  massage  for  the  blind 
seriously. 

This  school  is  also  making  every  effort 
towards  the  prevention  of  blindness,  and 
wishes  to  work  in  co-operation  with  the 
local  Board  of  Health  for  this  purpose, 
and  to  secure  a  saner  Fourth  of  July. 
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PROGRESS  OF  THE  WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND 
IN  NEW  JERSEY. 

We  are  all  hoping  for  great  things 
from  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  es- 
tablished in  New  Jersey.  Though  it  has 
been  slow  in  getting  to  work,  we  believe 
that  its  activities  will  be  in  the  right  di- 
rection. We  hope  in  our  next  Report  to 
be  able  to  comment  on  splendid  things 
accomplished.  By  the  last  report  there 
are  712  blind  people  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey. 

ATHLETIC    MEETS    IN    SCHOOLS    FOR  THE 
BLIND. 

This  year's  athletic  meets  in  schools 
for  the  blind  show  progress  in  spirit  and 
performance.  In  our  last  report  we  gave 
on  page  13  some  notices  and  extracts 
from  the  by-laws  of  the  National  Ath- 
letic Association  of  schools  for  the  blind. 

The  "Outlook  for  the  Blind"  savs: 
"Since  the  National  Athletic  Association 
of  Schools  for  the  Blind  has  been 
formed,  there  has  been  a  growing  desire, 
on  the  part  of  contestants  in  the  different 
schools,  to  hold  a  contest  at  one  place 
where  athletes  from  their  respective 
schools  could  meet  on  a  common  ground. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  work 
for  the  blind,  in  America  at  least,  this 
dream  of  some  enthusiastic  blind  people 
was  realized  on  the  30th  of  May,  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  at 
Overbrook.  The  bond  of  sympathy 
which  has  been  formed  between  the  four 
schools  which  took  part  in  this  compe- 
tition is  stronger  than  it  ever  could  have 
been  without  the  opportunity  which  this 
event  gave  the  boys  to  personally  ex- 
change ideas.  .  .  .  For  years  to 
come  the  tradition  of  these  four  schools 
as  understood  by  the  pupils,  will  be  hand- 
ed down  in  Batavia,  Boston,  Overbrook 
and  Pittsburg.  Heretofore,  superinten- 
dents and  teachers  visited  schools  for  the 
blind,  but  at  last  the  visitation  of  pupils 
has  begun,  and  it  should  result  with  great 
benefit  to  all  schools  concerned.  The 
spirit  of  such  an  occasion  is  dififiicult  to 
interpret  in  words.  In  fact  those  who 
were  privileged  to  be  present    .    .  . 


upon  this  memorable  occasion,  can  fully 
realize  what  it  meant  to  see  the  boys  of 
one  school  cheering  with  all  their  might 
to  encourage  and  help  the  competitor  of 
another  school.  .  .  .  We  hope  that 
it  may  be  possible  for  a  large  number  of 
schools  to  send  their  young  people  to  a 
common  centre  to  take  part  in  these  ath- 
letic meets." 

THE  BLIND  R.\ISING  CHICKENS. 

Superintendent  Greene,  of  the  Mis- 
souri School  for  the  Blind,  reports  that 
a  class  of  twenty  blind  pupils  has  taken 
a  special  course  in  farming.  The  pupils 
are  deeply  interested  in  chicken  raising, 
bee  keeping,  studying  parts  and  construc- 
tion of  the  hive,  etc.,  etc.  The  success 
attained  already  would  seem  to  indicate 
the  advisability  of  this  course  being 
taken  up  as  a  regular  part  of  the  curricu- 
lum of  up-to-date  schools  for  the  blind. 
There  is  no  reason  why  an  intelligent 
blind  person  should  not  become  a  man- 
ager of  a  farm,  and  the  less  adept  could 
act  as  assistants.  We  quote  from  the 
"Outlook  for  the  Blind."  "When  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  greatest  single  indus- 
try in  the  United  States  is  agriculture,  it 
seems  incredible  that  the  schools  for  the 
blind  should  fail  to  make  practical  ex- 
periments along  this  line." 

BLIND  BOY  FARMERS  RIVAL  THE  SEEING. 

The  Children's  Farm  School  in  De 
Witt  Clinton  Park  reports  great  success 
with  their  two  blind  gardeners,  both  13 
years  old.  They  have  no  difficulty  in 
distinguishing  the  seeds  even  when  the 
teacher  mixed  several  varieties  together 
as  an  experiment.  By  simple  devices 
they  were  able  to  sow  their  crops  in 
straight  lines  and  to  rear  their  noble 
corn  in  the  exact  middle  of  the  plot.  At 
first  weeding  was  a  difficult  process. 
They  mastered  this  by  investigating  the 
seedlings  and  weeds  on  other  plots. 
Their  memories  are  admirable  and  after 
their  first  lessons  they  never  confuse 
plants  which  should  live,  with  the  weeds 
on  which  they  wage  relentless  warfare. 
It  is  a  pretty  fact  that  these  two  blind 
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boys  called  out  the  chivalry  from  the 
seeing  farmers  of  their  own  age. 
When  the  beans  and  other  vegetables  had 
attained  their  full  glory  a  raid  was  at- 
tempted on  the  blind  boys'  gardens.  The 
thieves  were  hotly  set  upon  and  the  see- 
ing boys  forcefully  admonished  with 
yells,  "Hey !  youse,  git  out  of  dere. 
Don't  yer  know  dose  is  the  blind  kids' 


FOREIGN 


WORK  FOR 
BLIND. 


THE 


ENGLISH  COURTESY  TO  THE  .\SSOCI.ATIOn's 
REPRESENTATIVE. 


The  Secretary,  in  her  trip  to  study  the 
work  for  the  blind  last  summer  in  Eng- 
land, was  greatly  indebted  to  Miss  Tay- 
the  blind  work  with  the  seeing,  and  as     lor,  and  to  Mr.  Henrv  J.  Wilson,  editor 


crops?"    This  is  the  tendency  wherever 


MIDLAND  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  NOTTINGHAM,  ENGLAND 

Who  will  give  us  a  Lighthouse  with   such   a  Rest  Ground  and   Play  Ground    for  our 

Blind  on  Top? 


it  is  our  great  ideal  to  fit  them  to 
take  their  pact  in  the  seeing  world,  we 
hope  that  the  public  will  soon  recognize 
the  great  benefit  we  want  to  confer  upon 
it  in  bringing  people  intimately  in  touch 
with  the  blind,  and  that  as  a  reward  for 
this  they  will  quickly  give  the  space  in 
whicn  to  do  our  work  unhampered  by 
conjested  conditions  and  poor  air. 


of  "The  Blind"  (we  might  almost  say 
the  father-confessor  to  the  blind),  who 
carefully  mapped  out  the  places  where 
he  thought  most  was  to  be  learned.  She 
derived  great  benefit  from  doing  what 
she  was  told,  and  the  Association  is 
deeply  grateful  for  the  many  courtesies 
shown  to  her  abroad. 
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THE   UNION  OF  UNIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND 
IN  ENGLAND. 

The  activities  of  the  Union  of  Unions, 
an  organization  to  bring  .about  co-ordi- 
nation and  non-dupUcation  among  work- 
ers for  the  blind,  are  very  and  increas- 
ingly important,  and  merit  careful  study. 

THE    COLLEGE    OF    TEACHERS    FOR  THE 
BLIND  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  work  done  by  the  College  of 
Teachers  for  the  Blind  in  England  is  of 
great  significance.  We  quote  from  "The 
Blind,"  a  magazine  published  in  Eng- 
land :  "We  believe  that  the  College  has 
already  done  much,  and  will  do  still 
more  to  raise  the  qualifications  of  teach- 
ers in  schools  for  the  blind.  The  Board 
of  Education  recognizes  the  examina- 
tions conducted  by  the  College,  which 
show  an  increasing  efficiency  in  the  per- 
sons who  apply  for  positions  in  organ- 
izations for  the  blind."  The  Board  of 
Examiners  of  this  College  strongly 
recommend  that  teachers  in  schools  for 
the  blind  may  have  the  advantage  of 
hearing  and  seeing  model  lessons  given 
by  an  expert  in  practical  teaching. 

The  following  subjects  for  examina- 
tions in  the  College  are  compulsory: 

1.  Theoretical  knowledge  of  Braille. 

Grades  1  and  2. 

2.  Practical  knowledge  of  Braille,  viz., 

to  read  intelligently  by  touch  or 
by  sight,  and  to  write  accurately. 

3.  Practical  knowledge  of  Arithmetic 

for  the  blind. 

4.  One  other  subject  to  be  selected 

from  the  following: 

1.  Manual  Work. 

2.  Braille  Music. 

3.  Braille  Shorthand. 

4.  Typewriting. 

5.  Physical  Training  and  Recreation 

for  the  Blind. 

6.  History  of  Education  for  the  Blind. 

Examinations  for  teachers  in  ]\Ianual 
Work  are  held  in  the  following: 
Elementary  Basket-making. 
Bead  Work  and  Clay  Modelling. 
Elementary  Centre  Cane  Work. 


Chair  Caning. 
Hand  Knitting. 
Hand  Sewing. 
Kindergarten  Occupations. 
Machine  Knitting. 
]\Tachine  Sewing. 
Elementary  Mat  ]\Iaking. 
Wood  Work. 

MODEL  PLANTS  IN  ENGLAND. 
STUDIED  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  OUR  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

The  principal  investigation  made 
abroad  was  the  study  of  model  plants, 
and  for  much  information  on  this  sub- 
ject we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Henry 
Stainsby,  Secretary  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Blind  Association.  Mr.  Stains- 
by represents  the  most  progressive 
thought  and  work  of  the  day,  and  was 
co-inventor  of  the  Stainsby- Wayne 
shorthand  machine,  which  opened  the 
field  of  stenography  to  the  blind.  At 
present,  as  the  general  Secretary  for  the 
British  and  Foreign  Association  for  the 
Blind,  he  is  one  of  the  most  practical 
philanthropists  of  the  day.  His  Society 
contemplates  the  erection  of  a  model 
building,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  find 
that  the  plans  of  Mr.  Stainsby  and  the 
committee  were,  in  all  important  mat- 
ters, identical  with  those  which  the  Sec- 
retary had  drawn  before  she  left 
America  for  a  possible  new  lighthouse. 

THE     BLIND     IN     THE    LONDON  COUNTY 
COUNCIL  SCHOOLS. 

The  work  being  done  for  the  blind  in 
the  County  Council  schools  in  London — 
or,  as  we  should  say,  in  the  public 
schools — is  significant,  and  of  a  growing 
importance.  Miss  Beasley,  to  whom  the 
growth  of  this  work  is  largely  due,  is  a 
tireless  and  devoted  volunteer  worker, 
who  has  as  judicial  and  practical  ability, 
as  she  has  sympathy  and  understanding. 

BLIND  CHILDREN  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

The  question  of  admitting  blind  chil- 
dren to  the  public  schools  is  now  being 
broached  in  France.  It  has  been  the  cus- 
tom in  Germany,  England  and  Austria 
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for  a  long  time,  and  also  in  Japan.  In 
our  own  country  seven  cities  are  now 
accepting  blind  pupils  with  the  seeing. 

FRENCH    WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

On  the  Continent,  we  notice  particu- 
larly the  report  of  the  Valentine  Haiiy 
Association,  which  has  made  distinct 
progress,  especially  in  massage. 

Apart  from  efforts  for  the  prevention 
of  infantile  blindness,  the  attempts  made 
by  this  Association  to  economize  the  loss 
of  sight  in  adults  from  accident  is  of 
great  importance.  The  Association 
issues  a  leaflet  entitled  "Traveilleurs,  de- 
fendez  vos  Yeux!"  (Workmen,  save 
your  eyes  !)  The  sub-heads  under  which 
suggestions  for  protection  are  given, 
read:  "If  you  are  employed  in  occupa- 
tions which  tax  your  eyes,  remember 
that  the  light  is  of  great  importance. 
The  folowing  advice  is  given  to  type- 
setters, writers,  lithographers,  tailors, 
dressmakers,  embroiderers,  clay  work- 
ers, clock  makers,  etc. 

"How  to  keep  the  eyes  clean  and  re- 
duce inflammation  by  the  use  of  tepid 
lotions." 

"If  your  occupation  is  dangerous,  and 
exposes  you  to  accidents  to  your  eyes," 
etc. — this  is  addressed  to  forgers,  car- 
penters, stone-cutters,  mechanics,  etc. — 
for  these,  suggestions  follow  concerning 
glasses,  advice  to  call  doctors,  etc. 

The  last  sub-head  is  addressed  to 
those  whose  occupations  expose  them  to 
poisons  from  lead,  paint,  varnish,  mer- 
cury, arsenic,  phosphorus  or  ammonia. 
Suggestions  follow  for  the  wearing  of 
masks,  gloves,  and  other  safety  devices. 

This  article  is  quoted  at  some  length 
because  it  indicates  the  parental  attitude 
of  the  work  being  done  by  the  Associa- 
tion Valentine  Haiiy,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  tries  to  help  in  this  department. 

THREE  GREAT  FRENCH  TYPHOPHILES. 

This  summer  it  was  the  privilege  of 
the  Secretary  to  have  interesting  talks 
with  three  great  typhlophiles — M.  de  la 
Sizeranne,  the  general  Secretary  of  the 
Valentine  Haiay  Association,  has  prob- 
ably written  more  of  importance  con- 


cerning the  blind  than  any  one  else  in 
existence.  M.  Lavanchy-Clarke,  foun- 
der of  work-shops  for  the  blind  in 
France,  and  a  great  believer  in  placing 
the  blind  with  the  seeing — and  M. 
Freyssinier,  a  blind  scholar  and  a  pro- 
gressive of  great  enthusiasm  and  insight. 

M.  Freyssinier's  paper  to  the  con- 
gress in  Paris,  called  "Croisade  contre  la 
Cecite.  Les  Aveugles  en  France,"  is  a 
document  of  great  force  and  usefulness. 

The  following  list  of  occupations, 
etc.,  which  he  gives  for  the  blind,  is  in- 
teresting : 

Carpet  beating,  book  binding,  French 
polishing,  willow  weaving,  bass  dressing, 
upholstery  work,  basket  making,  brush 
making,  mat  and  ship  fender  making, 
chair  caning  and  light  basket  work  for 
women,  firewood  chopping,  fire  lighter 
making,  piano  tuning  and  music. 

THE     FRENCH     PARLIAMENT  CONSIDERS 
THE  BLIND. 

M.  Freyssinier  writes :  "We  have 
two  legislative  bills  before  Parliament 
now."  These  bills  are  for  the  welfare  of 
the  blind. 

Prevention,  education  with  the  sighted 
and  all  modern  work  for  the  blind  is 
being  pushed  greatly  in  France. 

REPORTS  FROM  CHINA. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  organiza- 
tions for  the  blind  throughout  the  world 
are  very  hopeful  and  interesting  read- 
ing. The  work  being  done  at  "The 
Light-giving  School  for  Blind  Girls  in 
China"  is  of  great  significance.  To  be 
poor  and  blind,  for  a  Chinese  girl,  is 
equivalent  to  being  forced  into  a  life 
of  unspeakable  shame  and  misery.  The 
workers  for  the  blind  there  have  fearful 
odds  to  fight  against ;  their  pupils  are 
often  diseased  wrecks,  who  come  to 
them  worn  out  from  the  wretched  lives 
which  they  have  been  forced  to  lead. 
But  the  work  already  accomplished  has 
impressed  the  Chinese  officials  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  bids  fair  to  revolution- 
ize the  attitude  of  society  to  the  blind 
woman,  and  to  liberate  her  from  the 
slavery  to  which  she  has  been  doomed. 
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THE  BLIND  IN  JAPAN. 

The  article  on  page  73  gives  an  idea 
of  the  remarkable  progress  of  the  work 
for  the  blind  in  Japan.  Our  last  reports 
have  devoted  much  space  to  the  fine  ef- 
forts which  have  been  made  there  to 
help  the  blind. 


The  A^ienna  Congress  was  the  meet- 
ing ground  for  many  distinguished 
workers  for  the  blind,  and  called  forth 
scholarly  papers  on  different  subjects 
connected  with  their  work.  Dr.  Mell, 
as  host  in  chief,  could  not  fail  to  be  an 
inspiration  for  the  other  workers. 


Courtyard  of  Massage  School  for  the  Blind,  Tokio,  Japan 
Courtesy  of  Mr.  Yoshimoto. 


THE  BLIND  IN  JERUSALEM. 

Part  of  the  report  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  Jerusalem  reads :  "But, 
alas !  we  are  striving  very  much  to  meet 
the  two  ends  straight.  We  therefore 
pray  our  dear  generous  brothers  and 
sisters  to  help  us  save  the  position  by 
helping  us  in  our  need."  The  report  is 
written  in  Yiddish,  and  we  quote  from 
the  translation  which  accoinpanies  it. 

CONGRESSES  IN  OUR  OWN  COUNTRY  AND 
ABROAD. 

The  congress  of  the  American  A'^so- 
ciation  of  Instructors  for  the  blind  was 
held  in  June,  and  the  work  done  there 
was  most  encouraging  to  progressive 
Typhophiles. 


The  congress  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind  which  met  in  Paris  was  of  unusual 
interest,  and  the  progressive  attitude 
shown  there  is  stimulating. 

IN  CONCLUSIOX. 

THANKS  FOR  CO-OPERATION. 

We  are  very  grateful  for  the  unfailing 
co-operation  and  sympathy  of  organiza- 
tions such  as  The  Association  for  Im- 
proving the  Condition  of  the  Poor — The 
United  Hebrew  Charities — The  Charity 
Organization — The  Perkins  Institution 
in  Boston — The  Overbrook  School  for 
the  Blind — The  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  many  other 
fellow  agencies. 

Our  gratitude  is  very  deep  to  the 
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Press  in  general,  and  to  the  editors  in 
particular,  for  their  constant  and  spon- 
taneous support  of  our  efiforts.  In  fact, 
so  impossible  is  it  for  us  to  enumerate 
the  various  agencies  and  individuals  who 
have  helped  us  in  our  difficult  course, 
that  we  wish  to  thank,  under  one  gen- 
eral head,  all  our  friends  who  have 
aided  us  to  find  for  our  wards  light 
through  work.  A  detailed  list  of  ac- 
knowledgments will  be  found  on  page 
82. 

The  Chairman,  in  her  report,  has  ex- 
pressed our  appreciation  of  those  gen- 
erous friends  who  did  so  much  toward 
the  success  of  our  sale  and  exhibition, 
and  contributed  so  largely  to  the  grati- 
fying results  of  the  Grande  Fete  d'Avia- 
tion. 

THE  STAFF. 

All  pioneer  work  requires  much  cour- 
age and  faithfulness,  and  but  for  the 
abundant  supply  of  these  qualities  in  the 
staff  of'this  young  and  unique  organiza- 
tion, what  has  been  accomplished  in  four 
years  w^ould  have  been  impossible.  Miss 
Rogers'  faith  in  the  work  has  been 
equalled  only  by  her  bravery  and  cease- 
less energy  and  tact.  Our  debt  to  her 
cannot  be  measured.  The  increasing 
knowledge  of  the  vastness  of  the  hori- 
zon of  possibilities  for  the  blind  has  only 
been  made  possible  by  the  study  of  all 
kinds  of  activities  throughout  the  world, 
and  but  for  the  knowledge  that  the 
Lighthouse  was  in  charge  of  a  tireless, 
ingenious  and  self-sacrificing  substitute, 
it  would  have  been  utterly  impossible 
for  the  Secretary  to  make  the  investiga- 
tion of  work  in  other  countries  which 
has  been  so  fruitful  in  suggestions  for 
our  own  enterprise. 

OTHER  WORKERS  INDORSE  OUR  WORK. 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  more  deeply 
we  study  other  organizations  through- 
out the  world,  the  more  the  soundness 
and  practicability  of  the  work  we  are  do- 
ing, and  aim  to  do,  is  proven.  The  offi- 
cers and  directors  of  the  Association 
have  studied  the  work  for  the  blind  in 
existence,  and  have  first-hand  knowledge 


of  what  is  being  done  in  Japan,  Russia, 
Jerusalem  and  other  countries  which 
lie  out  of  the  traveler's  beat.  The  Sec- 
retary recently  studied  what  was  being 
done  for  the  blind  in  the  universities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  as  well  as  in 
the  poor-houses  of  various  countries. 

In  many  ways,  our  audacious  young 
organization  has  outstripped  the  older 
and  less  fleet,  but  in  no  instance  have  we 
aimed  at  anything  so  impossible  or  so 
dazzling  that  the  wisest  and  most  judi- 
cial educators,  here  and  abroad,  have  not 
said,  "Bravo" — and  why  not  ?  "Why  has 
no  one  thought  of  that  before  it  is  prac- 
tical and  helpful  ?" 

J.^PAN  PAYS  ITS  TRIBUTE  IN  THE  FOLLOW- 
ING LETTER  FROM  THE  REPRE- 
SENTATIVE OF  THE  MIKADO. 

Mr.  Yoshimoto  writes : 

"The  splendid  example  of  the  New 
York  Association  and  the  enthusiastic 
and  brave  ways  of  its  workers  have  been 
a  means  of  encouraging  the  workers  for 
the  Blind  in  Japan.  I  express  my  sin- 
cere wishes  for  its  progress,  not  only  for 
the  sake  of  the  Blind  in  this  great  city 
and  not  only  to  prove  a  real  credit  to  the 
higher  civilization  of  this  great  State, 
but  also  that  it  may  contribute  some  of 
this  great  country's  share  toward  the 
advancement  of  the  welfare  of  the  Blind 
throughout  the  world." 

A   NOTED  FRENCHMAN  URGES  THE  NEED 
OF  AN  ADEQU.^TE  LIGHTHOUSE  IN 
NEW  YORK. 

M.  de  la  Sizeranne,  the  eminent 
French  typhophile,  urges  the  need  for  a 
"Lighthouse"  in  New  York  as  follows: 

"One  must  admit  the  necessity  of  a 
center  and  a  place,  where  one  can  offer 
teaching  and  employment.  Although 
the  ordinary  trades  and  professions  ac- 
cessible to  the  blind  are  in  the  minority, 
they  none  the  less  offer  a  sufficient  va- 
riety of  employment.  To  display  effec- 
tively the  work  of  the  blind  to  facilitate 
the  smooth  running  of  such  work,  room 
is  imperative.  vSpace  is  also  needed  for 
a    place    for   meeting    and  recreation, 
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where  the  Blind  may  come  in  contact, 
and  gain  confidence  by  learning  from 
each  other  the  possibilities  for  improv- 
ing their  condition  through  work.  It  is 
as  true  that  one  can  do  nothing  without 
room  as  that,  as  often  said,  one  can  do 
nothing  without  money. 

"What  we  have  done  in  Paris  I  know 
you  can  do  in  New  York,  and  that  you 
will  brincf  the  greatest  eood  to  the  blind. 


getting  together  in  a  few  years,  a  large 
number  of  blind  people  eager  for  work, 
but  that  we  have,  by  our  own  courage, 
sympathy,  and  good  sense,  put  faith  in 
their  own  powers  into  scores  of  others. 

APPRECIATION    FROM    MAYOR  GAYNOR. 

Mayor  Gaynor  has  shown  his  interest 
in  the  Association  by  speaking  in  its  be- 
half at  the  Fete  d' Aviation. 


Salesroom  of  the  Valentin   Haiiy  Association  in   Paris.     Courtesy  of   The  Outlook 
for  the  Blind.    (The  architect  of  this  building  was  blind.) 


Who  will  give  us  one  like  this  in  our  Lighthouse? 


"Assuredly,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is 
both  practical  and  possible  to  organize 
in  your  great  and  admirable  country  a 
'House  for  the  Blind'  similar  to  ours 
in  Paris,  what  you  happily  call  a  'Light- 
house, where  the  Blind  see  clearly.'  " 

FURTHER  APPRECIATION. 

The  statistics  on  page  X  give  a  very 
warped  and  dry  idea  of  what  we  are  ac- 
complishing. Miss  Ida  Tarbell  writes 
that  not   only   have   we   succeeded  in 


Mr.  Melony,  the  executive  secretarv  to 
the  Mayor  of  New  York,  writes  that  we 
have  struck  a  note  which  is  bound  to  be 
heard  around  the  world.  Mr.  Melony 
further  says  that  the  Department  of 
Health  is  behind  our  organization  in  its 
campaign  of  light. 

"isn't  thfrf.  somrthing  for  thr  blind 
to  do  but  twiddle  their  fingers.?" 

As  an' example  of  the  kind  of  thing 
tliat  we  don't  officially  count,  a  farmer 
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from  a  far  distant  town  may  call  and 
tell  us  in  great  confidence  how  he 
has  thought  that  he  might,  without 
hurting  the  feelings  of  a  blind  neighbor, 
who  lives  "some  six  miles"  from  him, 
"jest  give  him  an  idea  how  to  do  some- 
thing but  sit  and  twiddle  his  fingers." 
The  farmer  goes  of?  perhaps  with  an 
alphabet  card,  and  a  checkerboard.  In 
a  little  while  we  will  receive  a  letter 
from  his  blind  friend  "who  lives  some 
six  miles  away,"  saying  that  he  is  learn- 
ing how  to  read  the  alphabet  card,  and 
would  like  a  book ;  that  he  and  his  friend 
play  checkers,  and  is  there  nothing  else 
that  they  can  do?  This  may  be  the  be- 
ginning of  a  lively  correspondence,  and 
the  education  of  this  blind  man  whom 
we  have  never  seen.  In  his  turn,  he 
teaches  the  blind  boy  in  his  district,  and 
before  long  a  little  unofificial  association 
for  the  blind  has  sprung  up,  without 
name  or  charter — just  a  bit  of  light  that 
has  been  borrowed  from  the  parent 
Lighthouse. 

WHAT  WE  HAVE  DONE 

to  save  the  loss  of  sight  and  the  loss  of 
happiness, — what  has  been  accomplished 
to  save  the  blind  and  their  families  from 
hopeless  wretchedness, — what  has  been 
done  to  save  them  from  the  humiliation 
of  becoming  objects  of  charity,  or  drains 
on  the  State  in  poorhouses,  prisons,  or 
lunatic  asylums — what  they  have  learned 
through  us,  or  by  our  example,  to  be- 
come contented  workers, — has  been  at 
small  cost.  For  a  year  and  a  half  our 
Association  was  in  a  private  house  ;  noth- 
ing was  contributed  for  the  housing  or 
executive  work  of  the  Association.  None 
of  its  officers  receive  any  remuneration 
for  what  they  do ;  it  would  be  utterly  im- 
possible to  pay  for  services  such  as  they 
have  given. 

IMPOSSIBLE  TO  PAY  THE  STAFF. 

Their  work  has  been  one  of  love 
from  the  seeing  and  from  the  blind  work- 
ers. The  staff  is  so  filled  with  the  Ideals 
of  the  Association  that  instead  of  being 
mechanical  workers,  who  do  their  tasks 


and  leave  at  stated  hours,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Secretary  to  drive  them  home 
when  they  ought  to  go,  and  prevent  their 
overtaxing  their  strength  in  doing  the 
work  which  they  have  so  much  at  heart. 

What  the  Association  means  to  the 
blind,  who  need  it  most  for  its  help  in 
infusing  courage  and  cheer,  and  in 
pointing  out  the  possibilities  of  relief 
from  idle  days,  is  beyond  words.  Those 
of  our  blind  co-operators  who  are  better 
off  in  a  worldly  way  mean  much  to  us  in 
helping  our  work ;  that  we  also  mean 
much  to  them  is  shown  in  the  following 
letter,  an  example  of  many  received : 

"I  want  to  thank  you  again  most 
warmly  for  the  help  that  you  have  given 
me  through  the  Association  for  the 
Blind.  It  is  inspiring  to  see  what  can  be 
done  by  others  who  must  substitute  fin- 
gers for  eyes,  and  to  know  how  cheer- 
fully others  are  walking  on  their  dark 
way.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  use 
the  enclosed  five  dollars  as  vou  think 
best?" 

"With  every  good  wish  for  yourself 
and  for  your  beautiful  work, 

"Sincerely  yours," 


WHAT  BECOMES  OF  THE  FRIENDLESS 
BLIND? 

The  answer  to  this  has  been  clearly 
given  to  us  by  the  loss  of  reason  and  the 
suicide  of  some  of  those  who  have  had 
no  friendly  guiding  hand  to  help  them 
take  their  first  step  in  darkness. 

Blindness  is,  in  itself,  a  very  terrible 
thing,  but  only  those  whose  work  brings 
them  in  contact  with  it  can  understand 
what  it  means  when  it  comes  to  those 
who  are  alone  in  the  world. 

A  blind  woman  of  cultivation,  quite 
alone  in  the  world,  wrote  to  us  the  other 
day :  "As  to  a  life-saving  station,  I  come 
to  you  for  a  helping  hand.  I  am  abso- 
lutely without  anyone,  and  desolate." 

The  Association  feels  that  it  has 
now  seen  and  assimilated  sufficient 
to  take  for  its  work  and  its  buildings 
what  is  best  in  the  hundreds  of  institu- 
tions which  it  knows,  and  adapting  them 
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to  its  own  needs,  to  create  the  best  and 
most  serviceable  plan  that  has  yet  been 
thought  of.  Its  dream  structure  is  com- 
plete and  inspiring — who  will  make  it  a 
reality,  where  all  the  splendid  work 
which  it  can  do,  and  longs  to  do,  may 
materialize  for  the  immediate  benefit  of 
the  blind  and  the  public,  and  as  an  in- 
spiration for  all  times  to  students  and 
philanthropists  ? 

WHAT  WE  NEED. 

The  need  of  funds  to  increase  our 
work — for  more  guides,  more  carfares, 
more  teachers  is  very  urgent. 

The  need  for  a  new  Lighthouse  with 
proper  rooms,  with  proper  light  and  ven- 
tilation in  which  to  teach  and  to  do  the 
work  which  we  have  told  about,  and 
which  we  have  in  our  hearts,  is  great. 

The  "Evening  Post"  in  an  editorial 
last  year,  said :  "The  Association  has 
had  marked  success  so  far  as  it  has  had 
the  means  with  which  to  work.  It  started 
three  years  ago  with  four  hundred  dol- 
lars. Its  officers  worked  for  the  privi- 
lege of  service,  but  time  and  strength  are 
taken  avvay  from  important  work  to  beg 
for  the  very  existence  of  the  Associa- 
tion." This  has  been,  and  is  now  true, 
inasmuch  as  the  demands  are  greater 
every  day. 

Only  those  who  have  been  forced  to 
refuse  help  to  blind  people  can  know  the 
true  strain  on  the  workers  who  can't 
bring  themselves  to  do  this,  and  who 
have  often  individually  to  beg,  to  save 
some  poor  blind  soul  from  desperation. 

THE     BLIND     CONTRIBUTE     FOR     A  NEW 
LIGHTHOUSE. 

That  the  blind  realize  the  need  for  a 
new  Lighthouse  is  shown  by  this : 

One  of  our  pupils  was  so  grateful  for 
her  instruction  that  she  sent  two  pairs  of 
beautifully  made  slippers  to  be  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Association.  Others 
send  us  pennies,  and  even  five  dollar 
bills  from  the  earnings  which  the  train- 
ing that  we  have  given  them  enables 
them  to  make.  A  blind  subscriber  of 
this  class  sent  us  a  generous  contribu- 


tion.    He  writes :  "I  know  you  will  be 

pleased  to  hear  that  I  am  still  at   

&  Co.'s,  and  that  in  September  I  had 
another  increase  in  salary.  I  keep  the 
Association  in  mind,  and  often  think 
about  its  work." 

A  blind  woman  writes :  "I'll  try  to 
be  a  busy  bee  in  some  small  way — some 
day  I  may  be  able  to  help  others  on  their 
wav.  To  you  all  I  owe  a  life-long  grati- 
tude." 

A  widow  brought  us  some  household 
things  to  be  sold  to  help  the  Association 
which  had  done  so  much  to  help  her  dear 
blind  boy. 

won't  you  w^ho  can  see  help,  as  these 
blind  people  help? 

Won't  the  seeing  do  as  much  for  us 
as  these  blind  people  do?  Over  1900 
years  ago  a  man  who  had  once  been 
blind  wrote :  "The  night  is  far  spent,  the 
day  is  at  hand  ;  let  us  therefore  cast  ofif 
the  works  of  darkness,  and  let  us  put  on 
the  armor  of  light." 

An  editor  of  one  of  our  papers  of  to- 
day writes :  "From  time  immemorial  the 
miracle  of  miracles  has  been  to  make  the 
blind  see.  This  miracle  has  now  become 
one  of  the  practical  and  methodised  pos- 
sibilities of  intelligent  philanthropy.  The 
annual  report  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  gives  authentic  and 
full  information  as  to  how  it  is  done,  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  been  done,  and 
the  extent  to  which  the  wonderful  work 
can  be  further  advanced." 

And  another  writes :  "Such  marvels  as 
have  been  wrought  in  bringing  'Light 
through  Work'  should  tempt  w^ealth,  by 
providing  the  desired  facilities  to  make 
practical  tests  of  what  can  still  be  done." 

what  could  BE  DONE. 

We  have  shown,  and  countless  bravt 
blind  people  in  history  have  shown  wha' 
they  are  capable  of. 

Fawcett,  the  blind  Postmaster-Genera 
of  England,  fought  his  way  in  darknes; 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  as  blind  mei 
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have  fought  their  way  to  our  own  Sen- 
ate and  bench.  To  them,  as  to  Helen 
Keller,  blindness  seems  to  have  been  an 
inspiration.  We  know  not  a  few  blind 
people  who  had  been  unsuccessful  before 
their  handicap  and  a  guiding  hand  had 
spurred  them  to  work  and  to  conquer, 
as  they  had  never  attempted  previous  to 
their  affliction. 

But  without  opportunity  and  a  faith- 
ful guide,  these  great  teachers  of  the  see- 
ing might  not  have  been  able  to  find  their 
work.  With  opportunity  and  faith,  all 
things  are  possible:  we  have  the  faith, 
if  the  public  will  give  us  the  support 
which  means  opportunity  for  the  blind. 

AN   OPPORTUNITY  FOR  MEMORIALS. 

Our  activities  give  suitable  opportuni- 
ties for  using  bequests  for  memorials, 
through  which  light  may  be  brought  into 
dark  places. 

A  blind  girl  who,  two  years  ago,  with 
an  aged  mother  was  in  despair  and  help- 
less misery  is  now  an  industrious  and 
contented  wage  earner,  helping  to  sup- 
port her  feeble  mother  in  their  cheerful 
home,  says : 

"l  WILL  DO  ANYTHING  IN  THE  WORLD 


FOR  THIS  ASSOCIATION.  THIS  LIGHT- 
HOUSE— THIS  PLACE  IS  HEAVEN  TO  ME." 

You  who  read  this  can  help  in  some 
way  to  make  a  heaven  for  other  blind 
people. 

This  report  goes  to  you  in  the  New 
Year,  which  we  hope  you  will  hail  glad- 
ly, perhaps  seeing  with  delight  the  glis- 
tening snow,  the  brave  pines,  the  holly 
— those  lovely  things  which  give  such 
pleasure  to  the  sight.  Wouldn't  you  en- 
joy all  these  things  better  if  you  closed 
your  eyes  for  a  moment,  thinking  of 
their  brightness,  and  then  kept  them 
closed  and  considered  what  it  would  be 
if  you  could  never  open  them  again? 
Think  a  little  longer  what  blindness  in 
poverty  without  opportunity  means — the 
worst  slavery— and,  as  Lincoln  said,  "if 
slavery  is  not  wrong,  then  nothing  is 
wrong." 

When  you  open  your  eyes  please  send 
us  the  largest  check  that  you  can  afford, 
to  Mr.  Willards  V.  King,  Treasurer,  118 
East  59th  Street.  It  will  give  to  our 
blind  people  "Light  through  Work,"  and 
will  give  to  yourself  the  privilege  of 
service — the  only  royal  road  to  happi- 
ness. 
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LOVE  AND  JUSTICE  ' 
Two  blind  guardians  of  the  blind 
(From  a  drawing  made  for  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  by  Mr.  Edwin 
H.  Blashfield  for  the  Fete  d' Aviation  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association.) 

The  inscription  held  by  the  blind  girl  reads : 

"For  Justice's  sake  give  to  us  who  are  deprived ; 
For  Love's  sake  aid  us  who  trust  in  vou." 


REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE  ON  PREVENTION   OF  BLIND- 
NESS OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


From  November  1,  1909,  to  November 
1,  1910. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  on  Pre- 
vention of  Bhndness  during  the  year 
ending  November  1,  1910,  has  been 
ahnost  entirely  educational,  co-operative 
and  legislative.  The  one  new  phase  of 
the  Committee's  work  has  been  that  of 
investigation. 

EDUCATION. 

The  educational  work  has  been  car- 
ried on  by  means  of  the  publication  and 
distribution  of  literature,  public  speak- 
ing, photographic  exhibits,  lantern  slides, 
and  through  magazine  articles  and  the 
press.  The  publications  of  the  Commit- 
tee during  the  year  are  as  follows : 

Publication  No.  1.  "The  Prevention 
of  Blindness."  Practical  directions  for 
the  preservation  of  sight.  Seventh  edi- 
tion.   May,  1910. 

Publication  Xo.  2.  "Children  who 
need  not  have  been  Blind."  Fourth  edi- 
tion.   Revised,  May,  1910. 

Publication  No.  3.  "Object  of  the 
Committee."  Third  edition.  fanuary, 
1910. 

Publication  A'o.  5.  "First  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Prevention  of 
Blindness."  November.  1909.  (In- 
cluded in  this  publication  are  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  Committee.) 

Publication  No.  6.  "Loan  Exhibits 
and  Lantern  Slides  to  illustrate  Popular 
Lectures."    February,  1910. 

The  officers  of  the  Committee,  with  the 
aid  of  Miss  Lucy  Wright  of  the  Mass. 
Commission,  also  edited  Bulletin  No.  1, 
of  the  Committee  on  Prevention  of 
Blindness  of  the  Russell  Sage  Founda- 
tion, giving  "A  Brief  Account  of  Or- 
ganized Work  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  in  Four  States,"  and  of  "Na- 
tional Preventive  Work,"  Mav,  1910. 
This  publication  is  one  outcome  of  a 
conference  of  representatives  of  organ- 
ized work  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 


ness, called  by  the  Russell  Sage  Founda- 
tion, and  held  in  New  York,  February  16^ 
1910. 

Thirty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  of  the  Committee's  publi- 
cations have  been  distributed  during  the 
year,  these  having  been  sent  into  every 
State  of  the  Union,  and  to  many  Euro- 
pean countries. 

Addresses  on  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
illustrated  by  photographic  exhibits  or 
lantern  slides,  have  been  given  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  before  a  variety 
of  audiences  and  conferences,  among 
these  being  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, the  National  Conference  of 
Charities  and  Correction,  the  National 
Education  Association,  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Annual  Con- 
ference of  the  New  York  State  Health 
Officers,  the  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs  of  Western  New  York,  the  New 
York  State  Association  of  Graduate 
Nurses,  nurses'  training  schools  and 
many  other  audiences  both  medical  and 
lay  in  this  and  other  states.  A  course 
of  simple  talks  upon  the  danger  and 
preventability  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
is  given  before  mothers'  clubs  in  the  var- 
ious settlement  houses  in  New  York  City 
as  part  of  the  Committee's  educational 
work. 

In  addition  to  its  own  use  of  photo- 
graphic exhibits  and  lantern  slides,  the 
Connnittee  has  loaned  duplicate  sets  to 
workers  in  fourteen  other  states,  for  use 
in  illustrating  lectures  on  Prevention  of 
Blindness,  while  some  of  its  photographs 
have  been  contributed  for  incorporation 
in  the  Child  Welfare  Exhibit,  to  be  held 
in  New  York  during  this  winter. 

Articles  on  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
written  or  approved  by  members  of  the 
Committee,  have  appeared  in  medical 
and  nursing  journals,  popular  magazines 
for  the  general  public,  women's  maga- 
zines and  the  daily  press — thus  reaching 
audiences  with  varied  interests. 
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CO-OPERATION. 

In  regard  to  co-operation,  the  Com- 
mittee is  fortunate  in  its  very  close  re- 
lations with  the  Health  Officers  of  the 
State  and  City  of  New  York ;  with  the 
American  Medical  Association,  through 
its  Committee  on  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness, Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  Chairman,  and 
its  Public  Health  Education  Committee, 
Dr.  Rosalie  Slaughter  Morton,  Chair- 
man. 

Very  cordial  relations  exist  between 
the  New  York  Committee  and  the 
workers  for  prevention  of  blindness  in 
other  states ;  as  well  as  with  the  nurs- 
ing profession,  settlement  workers,  vari- 
ous eye  dispensaries,  women's  clubs 
and  numerous  organizations  for  social 
betterment  in  the  State  and  City  of  New 
York,  and  the  Committee  is  also  one  of 
the  affiliated  organizations  of  the  Amer- 
ican Association  for  the  Study  and  Pre- 
vention of  Infant  Mortality. 

LEGISLATION. 

The  Committee's  legislative  work  for 
the  past  year  consists  in  having  seconded 
the  application  of  the  State  Commission- 
er of  Health  for  a  renewal  in  the  Supply 
Bill  for  1910,  of  the  appropriation  of 
$5,000,  to  make  possible  the  free  distri- 
bution of  prophylactic  outfits. 

These  outfits  consist  of  colored  glass 
vials,  containing  a  1  per  cent,  solution 
of  silver  nitrate,  and  medicine  droppers, 
with  directions  for  use  printed  in  three 
languages,  and  are  gratuitously  distrib- 
uted by  the  State  Department  of  Health, 
through  local  health  officers,  to  all  phy- 
sicians and  midwives  applying  for  them. 

INVESTIGATION. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  New 
York  School  of  Philanthropy,  the  Com- 
mittee was  enabled,  during  the  winter 
of  1909-10,  to  carry  on  investigations 
and  gather  information  regarding  the 
relation  of  social  conditions  to  the  oc- 
currence of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  this 
being  one  phase  of  the  field  work  done 


by  students  in  the  School.  Assistance  in 
this  connection  was  very  kindly  given  by 
the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, 
the  New  York  Ophthalmic  and  Aural 
Hospital,  the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and 
Throat  Hospital,  and  Bellevue  and  Al- 
lied Hospitals. 

The  Committee  made  investigations 
during  the  year  relating  to  the  existing 
provisions  in  hospitals  in  and  about  New 
York  City  for  the  reception  and  care  of 
patients  suffering  from  ophthalmia  neon- 
atorum. It  was  found  that  there  were 
eight  hospitals  to  which  patients  with 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  may  be  admit- 
ted. There  are  several  dispensaries  at 
which  patients  may  be  seen  and  treated 
daily,  and  where  directions  are  given 
for  treatment  at  home,  which  are  always 
imperfectly  carried  out  and  a  certain 
number  of  eyes  lost  as  a  result. 

The  Committee  endeavored  to  ascer- 
tain the  percentage  of  those  who  are 
blind  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
among  the  pupils  admitted  to  the  schools 
for  the  blind  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  during  the  years  1908  and  1909. 
Because  of  incomplete  records,  super- 
ficial or  unsystematic  eye  examinations, 
unsatisfactory  replies  to  questions,  etc. 
the  results  of  the  investigation  were  not 
wholly  satisfactory.  About  22  per  cent,  i 
of  the  pupils  reported  upon  were  blind 
as  a  result  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
and  it  is  believed  that,  could  accurate 
reports  be  obtained,  the  figure  would  be 
much  higher. 

PRESERVATION     OF     SIGHT     OF  SCHOOL 
CHILDREN. 

The  Committee's  investigations,  pre- 
paratory to  making  recommendations 
tending  toward  the  preservation  of  the 
eyesight  of  school  children,  have  been 
confined  to  study  and  inspection  oi 
school  books  in  use  in  the  public  school; 
of  New  York  City. 

Those  books  were  chosen  which  dea 
with  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  with  ai 
idea  of  ascertaining  what  the  childrei 
were  being  taught  concerning  the  func 
tions  and  care  of  the  eye. 

The  books  were  also  considered  fro™ 
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the  standpoint  of  their  possible  milita- 
tion  against  preservation  of  the  sight  of 
those  who  studied  them.  These  obser- 
vations were  upon  the  character  and 
color  of  the  paper,  and  style  of  type  and 
illustrations. 

This  investigation  was  not  pushed  to 
completion,  but  recommendations  based 
upon  the  investigation,  which  were  of- 
fered to  the  several  publishers  of  the 
books  examined,  were  favorably  received 
and  it  is  believed  that  their  adoption  may 
be  productive  of  some  good. 

INDUSTRIAL  AND  FOURTH  OF  JULY 
ACCIDENTS. 

Investigations  into  the  relations  be- 
tween industrial  accidents  and  Fourth  of 
July  celebrations  have  been  scarcely 
more  than  begun,  so  that  there  are  no 
conclusions  nor  recommendations  to  of- 
fer concerning  them. 

MIDW  IFERY. 

The  Executive  Secretary,  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee,  while  abroad  last  sum- 
mer, went  to  London  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  the  English  method  of  ed- 
ucating, licensing  and  controlling  mid- 
wives. 

Women  engaged  in  this  profession  in 
England  are  required:  1.  To  take  a 
course  in  midwifery  in  a  training  school 
sanctioned  by  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  which  was  appointed  by  an  Act 
of  Parliament  in  1902.  2.  To  pass  the 
examination  given  by  the  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board,  and  to  present  certificates 
of  their  good  moral  character.  3.  To 
be  registered  and  licensed  by  the  Board 
after  examination.  4.  To  conform  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  formulated  by 
the  Board,  pertaining  to  the  details  of 
their  work  and  equipment  so  long  as 
they  practice. 

These  regulations  are  enforced  by  Lo- 
cal Supervising  Authorities,  and  in  Lon- 
don there  are  midwife  inspectors  who 
devote  their  entire  time  to  the  inspection 
of  these  women,  their  homes,  work  and 
equipment. 

The  purpose  of  midwifery  control  in 


England  is  to  prevent  unnecessary  in- 
fant blindness,  mortality  and  physical 
degeneration,  and  unnecessary  death  and 
invalidism  among  the  mothers.* 

WOOD  ALCOHOL. 

Another  important  phase  of  preven- 
tion of  blindness  work  has  been  under- 
taken, not  by  the  Committee,  but  by  one 
of  its  members,  Hon.  Ernst  J.  Lederle, 
acting  in  his  capacity  as  Commissioner 
of  Health  for  New  York  City. 

Upon  being  notified  that  several  sa- 
loonkeepers on  the  lower  East  Side  of 
the  city  were  selling  drinks  called  "white 
whiskey,"  containing  wood  alcohol.  Com- 
missioner Lederle  caused  an  immediate 
investigation  to  be  made.  This  investiga- 
tion disclosed  the  fact  that  death  in  some 
cases,  and  blindness  in  others,  had  re- 
sulted from  drinking  wood  alcohol  sold 
in  this  way.  Commissioner  Lederle  at 
once  instituted  proceedings,  and  was 
able  to  secure  the  conviction  of  the 
saloon  keepers. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  IN 
IRELAND. 

The  Secretary  of  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  Miss  Winifred 
Holt,  made  an  investigation  in  Ireland 
of  poorhouses  and  institutions  for  the 
seeing-  and  for  the  blind  which  showed 
much  infant  ophthalmia  to  exist  there, 
while  there  were  no  laws  for  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  in  Ireland. 

She  talked  over  this  condition  of  af- 
fairs with  the  Viceroy,  Lord  Aberdeen, 
and  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen,  with  the 
result  that  the  latter  promised  her,  in  the 
presence  of  the  President  of  the  Sutton 
(Ireland)  branch  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  that 
she  would  take  up  the  campaign  for  the 


*  A  more  complete  account  of  the  reg- 
ulation and  control  of  the  practice  of 
midwifery  in  England  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Executive  Secretary  at  the  of- 
fice of  the  Committee,  Room  63,  105 
East  22nd  Street,  New  York  City. 
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prevention  of  blindness  as  part  of  the 
work  of  the  National  Health  Associa- 
tion, which  has  120  branches  in  Ireland. 
The  activities  of  this  Association  have 
been,  heretofore,  to  aid  mothers  and  to 
combat  tuberculosis,  but  the  prevention 
of  blindness  had  not,  as  yet,  been  men- 
tioned. The  Association  has  a  "caravan 
lecturer,"  who  travels  with  exhibits 
through  the  rural  districts  of  Ireland. 
The  Countess  of  Aberdeen  said  that  this 
lecturer  would  give  information  concern- 
ing the  prevention  of  blindness,  and  that 
she  could  also  add  a  preventive  exhibit 
to  her  equipment. 

Miss  Holt  has  recently  heard  that  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children,  as  a  result  of  her  confer- 
ence with  the  Sutton  (Ireland)  Presi- 
dent of  that  organization,  is  also  agitat- 
ing taking  up,  by  its  various  branches 
throughout  Ireland,  the  prevention  of 
blindness. 

SOME   PREVENTIVE   WORK    HERE,  OUTSIDE 
OF   NEW  YORK. 

From  the  time  of  its  organization,  in 
June,  1908,  until  May,  1910,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Prevention  of  Blindness  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
when  requested  to  do  so,  willingly  ex- 
tended its  activities  beyond  the  border 
of  New  York  State,  and  assisted  other 


workers  through  the  contribution  of 
copies  of  its  publications  and  the  use  of 
its  photographic  exhibits  and  lantern 
slides.  As  the  interest  in  prevention  of 
blindness  extended  from  state  to  state, 
and  as  the  work  of  the  Committee  on 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  of  which  Dr. 
F.  Park  Lewis  is  Chairman,  increased, 
it  became  evident  that  an  office  was 
desirable  for  work  which  should  be  na- 
tional in  scope. 

It  was  to  meet  this  need  that  the  Rus- 
sell Sage  Foundation  responded  to  a  re- 
quest emanating  from  the  Chairman  of 
the  New  York  Committee  on  Prevention 
of  Blindness  that  it  should  take  up  na- 
tional work  for  prevention  of  blindness. 
An  appropriation  for  the  purpose  was 
made,  and  a  Secretary,  Mr.  Samuel  E. 
Eliot,  was  appointed,  entering  upon  his 
duties  in  May,  1910. 

Since  that  time,  the  activities  of  the 
New  York  Committee  have  been  con- 
fined to  its  own  State,  and  plans  are  be- 
ing made  whereby  organized  work  for 
the  prevention  of  blindness  may  be  car- 
ried on  throughout  the  entire  State  of 
New  York. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carolyn  C.  Van  Blarcom, 

Executive  Secretary. 


"LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK." 

A  letter  typewritten  without  an  error  by  Helen  Keller;  a  picture  of  three 
hlind  women  cooking;  of  a  blind  weaver;  of  a  blind  inventor  of  an  airship;  of 
a  blind  child  taking  dictation  on  typewriter  while  surrounded  by  seeing  chil- 
dren with  pencils;  of  blind  people  toboganning,  swimming,  massaging  patients, 
caning  chairs,  operating  a  telephone  switch-board,  giving  May  pole  dances— 
these  are  some  of  the  manifold  activities  of  the  sightless,  shown  in  the  Year 
Book  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind.  Of  those  taking  part  in 
such  activities  many  would  be  helpless  against  poverty  and  ennui  without  spe- 
cialized education.  Some  would  have  sat  all  their  lives  in  the  double  darkness 
of  mental  night.  .  .  .  Such  marvels  as  have  been  wrought  in  bringing 
"Light  through  Work"  should  tempt  wealth,  by  providing  the  desired  facilities 
to  make  practical  tests  of  what  can  still  be  done. 

—From  New  York  JVorld,  March  8,  igio. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Nov.  5.  1910. 
Tliat  blindness  is  only  one  symptom  of 
an  underlying  and  often  progressive  dis- 
ease is  true  of  a  percentage  of  the  cases, 
and  here  medical  treatment  directed  to- 
ward the  cause  is  necessary  and  often 
very  helpful :  on  the  other  hand  the  large 
number  of  cases  due  to  Ophthalmia  ne- 
onatorum and  to  accidental  injury  should 
leave  the  individual  otherwise  in  normal 
health. 

Unfortunately  even  in  this  latter  class 
we  find  that  the  general  health  becomes 
greatly  impaired,  chiefly  through  lack  of 
sufficient  exercise  and  out-door  life, 
which  are  so  essential  to  physical  well- 
being  :  hence  the  emphasis  which  should 
be  laid  upon  physical  culture  in  the  In- 
stitutions or  Schools  for  the  adolescent 
blind. 

As  pliysician  to  the  Association,  these 


facts  arc  borne  in  upon  me  very  forcibly 
in  examining  new  members  in  our  circle, 
and  one  must  regret  the  conditions  of 
life  and  work  in  New  York  which  af- 
ford so  little  of  f)ut-door  recreation. 

Even  so,  the  importance  of  the  rules 
of  general  hygiene  must  be  impressed 
upon  the  minds  of  our  workers.  The 
admirable  work  being  done  by  our  mas- 
seurs has  been  gratifying,  and  we  feel 
sure  that  when  it  is  better  known  the 
public  will  begin  to  profit  by  it. 

During  the  past  year,  such  of  oui 
number  as  have  needed  attention  have 
been  examined  and  treated  either  at  my 
ofifice  or  at  my  Clinic  at  the  Bellevuc 
Out-Patient  Department,  or  have  been 
referred  to  rther  Clinics  for  special  care. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Sew.xrd  ERi)>rAX,  'W.  D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OCULIST  OF   THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIA- 
TION FOR  THE  BLIND. 


In  considering  the  yearly  work  of  the 
Association  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  oculist,  one  cannot  but  be  impressed 
by  the  splendid  results  already  obtained 
through  its  campaign  for  the  prevenaon 
of  blindness,  and  rejoice  in  the  ever 
ividening  prospect  of  further  economv  in 
the  loss  of  eyes.  Science  is  progressing 
lapidly  to  minimize  needless  blindness, 
not  only  from  infant  ophthalmia,  but  in 
the  diseases  which  produce  atrophy  of 
the  optic  nerve,  and  other  causes  which 
often  deprive  the  adult  in  the  heydev  of 
life  of  his  eyes. 

We  earnestly  beg  oculists  in  charge  of 
hospitals  and  clinics  to  tell  their  patients 
who  have  lost  their  vision,  or  who  are 
suffering  from  afflictions  of  the  eye, 
about  the  work  of  the  Association,  and 
send  them  t;)  the  Lighthouse,  where,  if 


they  do  not  need  to  learn  trades,  at  all 
events  they  can  learn  to  read  and  write, 
and  to  do  other  helpful  things  with  their 
fingers,  which  would  lessen  the  strain 
of  using  ink-print  books,  and  taxing 
their  eyes  in  other  unnecessary  wavs 

All  physicians  are  heartily  welcomed 
to  our  offices,  at  No.  118  East  59th 
Street,  and  we  believe  that  when  the' 
have  once  seen  the  ingenious  tools  and 
appliances  wh'c'T  may  he  studied  hei'e,  to 
help  those  of  feeble  vision,  as  well  as 
the  blind,  that  they  will  realize  the  prac- 
ticability of  using  what  the  Association 
offers  to  mitigate  the  handicap  from 
which  their  patients  suffer. 

The  clinic  postcards,  which  have  been 
'^ent  to  hospitals  and  dispensaries  with 
the  request  that  doctors  would  fill  in 
their  diagnosis  of  the  patient's  case,  and 
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also  give  his  name  and  address,  despite 
their  usefulness,  have  not  sufficiently  im- 
pressed the  recipients  with  the  great  help 
that  the  Association  offers  for  their  pa- 
tients. These  cards  are  not  for  statisti- 
cal purposes  solely,  but  on  receipt  of  one 
the  Association  will  send  a  tactful  visi- 
tor to  call  on  the  patient, — not  to  speak, 
necessarily,  of  his  infirmity,  but  to  chat 
in  a  friendly  way  about  the  work,  per- 
haps to  ask  his  advice  or  assistance  in 
what  the  Association  is  doing-,  or  in  some 
cases  to  offer  tickets  for  concerts  or  the 
theatre.    Our  visitors  can  be  trusted  not 


to  add  to  the  anxiety  or  unhappiness  of 
those  on  whom  they  call,  and  as  a  rule 
their  visits  suggest  some  help  for  which 
the  afflicted  person  is  most  grateful. 
Not  infrequently  we  are  thus  enabled  to 
turn  a  useless  and  sad  life  again  into  an 
energetic  and  happy  one. 

I  wish  also  to  add  my  word  of  in- 
dorsement to  the  splendid  work  done  by 
the  blind  in  massage,  and  to  urge  the 
public  to  profit  by  the  unusual  abilities 
which  the  blind  possess  in  this  direction. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Ward  A.  Holden. 


REIWT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN. 


The  Workshop  for  Blind  Men  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year  as  for- 
merly, at  No.  147  East  42d  Street,  three 
lofts  being  occupied  by  its  departments 
in  broom  making  and  chair  caning. 

Almost  -all  the  workers  of  the  previ- 
ous year  remained  and  a  number  of  new 
men  were  admitted.  Several  stayed  only 
until  more  suitable  emplo}'ment  was 
found  for  them,  while  others  remained 
l)ermanently.  Several  of  these  will  have 
become  piece  workers  by  the  time  the 
new  Workshop  is  opened. 

The  number  of  blind  men  employed 
during  the  year  was  44;  number  of 
blind  men  now  employed,  37,  of  whom 
21  are  piece  workers  and  16  in  the  in- 
struction or  apprentice  class. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  in  the 
busy  seasons  the  wages  of  the  piece 
workers  sometimes  amounted  to  over  a 
dollar  a  day  per  man,  and  that  one  piece 
worker  earned  over  twelve  dollars  in  one 
week.  The  total  pay  roll  amounted  to 
$7,712.36.  of  which  $1,037.11  was  paid 
to  the  workers  in  the  apprentice  class. 

The  number  of  brooms  made  and  sold 
during  the  year  was  45,176,  a  small  in- 


crease over  last  year's  figures.  The 
number  of  chairs  recaned  during  the 
year  was  3,066,  somewhat  less  than  last 
year's  figures,  so  we  must  ask  our  friends 
not  only  to  be  sure  to  send  us  their 
chairs,  but  also  to  ask  others  to  do  the 
r-ame. 

Owing  to  the  drought  of  1909,  the 
price  of  broom  corn  was  exceptionally 
high  (over  lOC^er  cent,  higher  than  that 
of  the  previous  year).  This  compelled 
us  to  raise  the  price  of  our  brooms  con- 
siderably, and  the  natural  result  of  this 
raise  was  a  decrease  in  the  general  de- 
mand, so  we  feel  ourselves  fortunate  in 
being  able  to  show  a  small  increase. 
When  our  prices  were  advanced  several 
of  our  customers  left  us  for  a  while,  but 
later  ret'i^ned,  saying  that  they  could 
not  find  brooms  elsewhere  any  cheaper 
or  so  well  made. 

During  the  year  we  have  added  to  our 
hst  of  customers  a  number  of  large  cor- 
porations, which  shows  that  the  quality 
of  the  work  done  is  of  the  best. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Warren  A.  Mayou. 

CJiairman. 
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"It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  you  in  any  way  in  your  good 
work  for  the  blind.    Put  me  down  as  a  patron,  I  will  be  there  if  I  can." 

Sincerely  yours,  Lyman  Abbott. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Oct.  27,  1910. 

To  THE  Secretary  of  the  New  York 

ASS0CI.\TI0N  FOR  THE  BlIND  : 

As  Chairman  of  the  Social  Service 
Committee,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  work  achieved  and  undertaken  dur- 
ing the  year  past.  The  members  of  our 
Committee  are  posted  on  the  firing  line, 
where  they  must  be  always  prepared  to 
carry  on  a  vigorous  attack  against  the 
evils  which  endanger  those  who  have  not 
yet  "learned  how  to  be  blind." 

Some  of  the  varied  and  critical  sitit- 
ations  which  have  to  be  found  and  met 
are  included  in  the  descriptive  account 
appearing  elsewhere.  I  would  mention 
here  simply  the  fact  that  during  the 


year  now  closed  the  Committee  has  been 
gratefully  aware  of  the  practical  value 
of  the  resources,  the  'equipment,  the 
plans  and  the  counsel  which  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind  have 
now  made  available.  But  we  are  aware 
also  of  the  immediate  and  appealing 
need  of  a  large  number  of  worthy  peo- 
ple for  whom  we  are  able  as  yet  to  do 
far  too  little,  and  the  Committee  trusts 
that  the  larger  plan  of  the  Executive 
Committee  for  the  year  will  meet  with 
liber?l  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Raymond  C.  Knox, 

Chainuan. 


A  visitor  who  was  much  interested  in  watching  the  workers  at  the  Light- 
house said :  "The  work  is  beautiful,  but  they  are  not  blind."  "They  are  here 
because  they  are  blind,"  was  the  answer.  "But  that  is  impossible;  they  laugh 
and  turn  their  heads  and  look  at  me  and  seem  merrier  than  most  seeing  people." 
Our  guest  did  not  know  how  much  she  had  learned  from  the  blind. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  CLUB. 


In  the  year  that  is  past  18  regular 
meetings  of  the  Women's  Club  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
have  been  held  and,  in  addition,  the 
members  have  enjoyed  a  Christmas 
Party,  Peddlers  Party  and  an  outing  to- 
gether. 

Our  meetings  have  been  most  satis- 
factory, for  not  only  has  the  interest 
been  maintained,  but  it  has  been  intensi- 
fied. This  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that 
matters  of  special  interest  have  been  the 
subjects  for  consideration,  and  the  essen- 
tial parts  of  the  various  programs  have 
been  most  enjoyable,  but  also  is  it  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  members  are  finding 
at  the  Club  the  opportunity  to  renew  old 
friendships  and  make  new  ones ;  a  spirit 
of  mutual  understanding  and  co-opera- 
tion is  the  prevalent  tone. 

The  Christmas  Party  was  largely  at- 
tended and,  as  is  our  custom,  the  pro- 
gram was  given  by  the  members,  a  new 
feature  being  Christmas  carols  by  the 
Choral  Class. 


Another  feature  of  the  work  of  the 
Club  is  the  Mutual  Aid.  Great  interest 
was  taken  in  the  Peddler's  Party,  neid 
to  raise  money  for  this  Fund ;  about  $40 
was  realized. 

The  annual  outing  was  held  in  July, 
and  about  sixty  women  took  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  for  a  day  in  the  open. 
Instead,  however,  of  the  plan  of  former 
years,  when  refreshments  were  taken  to 
Coney  Island  and  there  enjoyed,  we  went 
to  Midland  Beach ;  and  after  bathing 
and  games,  the  members  of  the  Club  and 
their  guests  partook  of  an  excellent  din- 
ner at  the  Hotel. 

It  had  been  found  that  sometimes  our 
various  funds  overlapped,  and  in  order 
to  simplify  matters,  it  was  decided  to 
combine  these  into  one  general  fund  to 
be  known  as  the  Mutual  Aid.  A  book 
was  given  to  each  member,  who  was 
to  seek  subscribers,  the  amount  of  sub- 
scription being  limited  to  twenty-five 
cents  per  annum.  While  by  this  means 
our  funds  have  been  increased,  it  has 
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not  been  possible  for  us  to  give  pro- 
longed help,  but  flowers  and  delicacies 
have  been  sent  to  a  number  of  sick,  and 
eight  girls  were  given  two  weeks'  vaca- 
tion in  the  country.  This  last  is  a  great 
source  of  gratification  to  the  members,  as 
the  pleasure  it  gave  was  proven  by  the 
letters  of  thanks  received. 

The  following  is  a  portion  of  one  of 
these  notes :  "Let  me  thank  you  for  this 
great  treat  which  we  are  thoroughly  en- 
joying. The  weather  is  so  lovely  that 
we  can  be  out-of-doors  all  day.  This 
is  a  very  pleasant  place  and  the  people 
are  very  kind.    I  am  full  of  gratitude 


and  send  sincere,  loving  thanks  to  you 
all." 

We  wish  to  thank  the  many  friends 
who,  by  their  services  have  made  our 
meetings  attractive,  amusing  and  in- 
structive. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  year  was 
memorable  for  the  reason  that  at  it  was 
given  the  first  of  a  series  of  lectures 
which,  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr. 
Leipziger,  Supervisor  of  Lectures  and 
the  Board  of  Education,  the  Club  is  to 
have  the  privilege  of  listening  to  this 
winter.     Respectfully  submitted, 

Grace  A.  Ke.'^tor. 


REPORT  OF  TflE  LIP.RARL\N  OF    THE   NEW   YORK  ASSOCIA- 
TION FOR  THE  BLIND. 


As  a  result  of  many  requests  for 
books,  the  Association  has  started  a  li- 
brary as  one  of  its  most  recent  activi- 
ties. Since  the  organization  of  this  new 
department,  the  many  and  constant  de- 
mands made  upon  it  show  the  great  need 
for  a  library  in  connection  with  our 
other  work,  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
Association  to  make  this  a  special  feat- 
ure during  the  coming  year. 

The  books  and  magazines  are  loaned 
on  application  to  any  one  desiring  them, 
and  can  remain  out  for  a  reasonable 
length  of  time. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  embossed  liter- 
ature for  the  blind  has  been  obtainable 
(until  possibly  within  the  last  year), 
only  at  a  high  cost,  it  has  been  almost 
impossible  for  the  Association,  with  its 


limited  means,  to  do  much  along  this 
line.  As  it  is,  many  of  the  books  have 
been  obtained  through  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  of  Air.  Edward  E.  Allen,  of  Per- 
kins' Institution  in  Boston ;  but  it  is 
hoped,  by  making  an  appeal  for  a  spe- 
cial donation,  that  the  Library  will  grow 
and  attain  its  due  prominence. 

We  find  that  having  books  for  circu- 
lation becomes  an  essential  part  of  our 
Home  Teaching  Department,  and  also 
that  great  pleasure  is  given  in  this  way 
to  the  women  who  come  to  the  classes 
daily.  We  ask  for  the  interest  and  co- 
operation of  our  friends  in  making  this 
branch  of  our  work  what  it  should  be. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Anna  Duffey. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BLIND  MEN'S  CLUB. 


BLIND     men's     improvement     CLUB  OF 
NEW  YORK. 

Once  more  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report 
a  year  of  progress,  of  increased  num- 
bers, of  heightened  interest  and  of  ad- 
vance in  usefulness.  During  the  twelve 
months  the  numbers  attending  have  in- 
creased until  at  the  last  three  meetings 
there  have  been  from  seventy  to  eis^hty 
persons  in  our  basement  room  ;  of  these 
numbers  from  fortv  to  fifty  were  blind 
active  members  and  the  remainder  were 
asscciate  members  or  guides. 


The  increase  in  interest  may  be  at- 
tributed largely  to  the  kindness  of  the 
many  friends  who  have  entertained  and 
instructed  the  club  with  lectures,  music, 
singing,  etc.,  and  to  whom  hearty  thanks 
are  tendered. 

The  officers  of  the  Club  are  convinced 
that,  with  better  accommodations  the 
number  of  men  benefited  might  be  far 
larger. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

^^'ILLIAM  Hale  Patrick. 


Extract  from  letter  of  blind  Senator  Hon.  T.  P.  Gore  to  Miss  Holt,  dated, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  29,  1910. 
"Permit  me  to  commend  the  beneficent  work  in  which  you  are  engaged  and 
wish  for  it  a  measure  of  success  equal  to  your  highest  hopes  and  to  its  great 
deserts." 

THE  WORKERS  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  JAPAN. 

Bv  Tadasu  Yoshimoto. 
Commissioner  of  the  Japanese  Government  on  Matters  Pertaining  to  the  Blind. 


One  of  the  striking  men  of  Japan  to- 
day is  a  blind  man.  Mr.  Tsunetaro 
Mori.  Besides  having  done  much  for 
the  Blind  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Japan  Blind  Association,  he  is  doing 
much  for  the  sighted  as  a  guide  to  them 
on  moral  and  social  questions,  giving  in- 
spiring lectures  and  writing  many  good 
books  in  succession.  He  is  living  a 
brave  and  useful  life,  which  is  contrib- 
uting so  much  towards  showing  the  pub- 
lic what  a  blind  man  can  do. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Kyote  Mea 
Inn,  the  oldest  blind  and  deaf  school  in 
Japan,  ]\Ir.  Kasaburo  Torii,  is  perhaps 
the  one  most  loved  by  the  Blind.  Few 
workers  love  the  Blind  more  than  he 
does.  He  uses  all  the  good  things  he 
has  for  them.  In  spite  of  the  serious 
warnings  of  doctors  about  his  weakened 
health,  which  was  caused  by  over-con- 
cern for  the  welfare  of  his  school,  he  is 
still  dedicating  all  his  remaining  strength 
to  the  service  of  the  Blind,  and  that  with 
all  his  heart  and  most  joyfully. 

The  best  blind  school  in  Japan  to-day 
is  the  Gifu  Blind  School.  It  owes  all  its 
present  success  to  a  blind  man.  Rev. 
Keuji  Mori,  Superintendent  of  the 
school. 

The  first  lady  superintendent  of  a 
blind  school  in  Japan  is  Mrs.  Sakonjyo. 
Her  late  husband  was  the  bravest  and 
cleverest  blind  man  of  the  time.  He  was 
the  first  to  start  a  Braille  Press,  using 
an  ingenious  embossing  machine  of  his 
own  invention.  The  Blind  of  Japan  are 
indebted  to  this  press  for  many  embossed 
books,  magazines,  and  a  twice-weekly 
newspaper.  Mr.  Sakonjyo  did  much  for 
the  Blind  in  many  other  ways,  and  all 
amidst   the   most   unfavorable  circum- 


stances and  disheartening  surroundings, 
which  none  but  the  bravest  could  bear.  • 
The  fight,  however,  proved  too  much 
for  him,  and  he  died  a  martyr  to  the 
cause  in  November  last.  Since  his  death 
the  difficulties  of  maintaining  the  school 
and  press  have  increased  more  than  ever, 
and  some  people  suggested  doing  away 
with  the  unprofitable  printing  work,  and 
one  even  proposed  sending  home  all  the 
poorer  blind  children.  But  Mrs.  Sak- 
onjyo resisted  all  these  criminal  sugges- 
tions most  resolutely,  and  she  took  all 
the  burdens  onto  her  own  shoulders.  "I 
will  not  let  the  poor  blind  children  go 
away  under  any  circumstances,  but  will 
try  hard  to  take  even  more  of  them, 
nor  will  I  drop  any  Braille  periodicals, 
for  such  were  the  express  wishes  of  my 
late  husband."  Thus  she  wrote  to  a 
friend,  closing  the  letter  as  follows :  "I 
am  willing  to  lay  down  my  life  for  the 
cause.'' 

I  may  well  add  here  that  in  Japan  the 
workers  for  the  Blind  have  learned  the 
lesson,  and  at  a  terrible  cost,  too,  that 
they  could  not  pay  too  much  attention  to 
the  physical  education  of  the  Blind. 

Before  closing  this  short  paper,  I  may 
mention  that  the  splendid  example  of  the 
New  York  Association  and  the  enthusi- 
astic and  brave  ways  of  its  workers  have 
been  a  means  of  encouraging  the  work- 
ers for  the  Blind  in  Japan,  and  express 
my  sincere  wishes  for  its  progress,  not 
only  for  the  sake  of  the  Blind  in  this 
great  city,  and  not  only  to  prove  a  real 
credit  to  the  higher  civilization  of  this 
great  state,  but  also  that  it  may  con- 
tribute some  of  this  great  country's  share 
towards  the  advancement  of  the  welfare 
of  the  Blind  throughout  the  world. 
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Flippant  theorizers  in  sociology  who  talk  foolishly  about  the  need  of  edu- 
cating the  world  up  to  the  point  of  killing  off  the  physically  defective  and  help- 
less would  do  well  to  read  the  last  annual  report,  just  published,  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind.  Before  w^e  decide  that  any  class  of  unfortu- 
nates is  helpless,  we  should  be  wise  to  find  out  what  has  been  done  and  can  be 
done  to  make  them  help  themselves.  Merely  from  the  photographs  in  this  re- 
port one  gets  a  new  idea  of  the  various  self-sustaining  occupations  for  which 
the  blind  have  been  aided  and  trained  to  fit  themselves.  Some  of  these,  such 
as  chair-caning  and  weaving,  are  old,  but  others,  like  typewriting  and  attendance' 
at  telephone  switchboards,  smack  of  modernity.  The  frontispiece  shows  one  of 
the  most  surprising  innovations  of  all — a  cooking  class  for  blind  women  !  I* 
has  even  been  suggested  by  a  French  newspaper  that  the  blind  cook  will  yet 
come  to  the  rescue  of  the  distraught  American  housekeeper.  The  Association 
indulges  in  no  such  fancies,  but  testifies  to  the  fact  that  the  blind  girls  learn  to 
cook  well  and  carry  back  a  heightened  efificiency  to  their  homes.  This  entire 
charity  is  as  well  conceived  and  helpful  as  any  of  our  day,  and  deserves  all 
encouragement. — Editorial  from  Evening  Post. 


GIFTS  FOR  BUILDING  FUND 


Anonymous   $16,000, OJ Peckham.  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   1,000.00 

Baker,    Mr.    George    F   100,. 00      Warburg,  Mr.  Feli.K    3,000.00 

Kahn,  Mrs.  Otto  H   1,000.03   —  ■ 

Lord,  Mr.s.  de  Forest    100.00  Total   $21,200.00 


CONTRIBUTORS 


Affelder,  Mrs.  L.  J  $  5.00 

Agnew,  Andrew  G   10. OJ 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  James  Herman   10.03 

Alexandre,  J.  Henrv    10.00 

Allen,  Mrs.  J.  N   1.00 

Allen,  Mrs.  E.  B   2.00 

Archbold,  Mrs.  John  D   50.03 

Archdeaconry  Committee  of  Calvary 

Church    20.00 

Atterbury,  Mrs.  M.   S   5.03 

Atwater,  Miss  Maria  A   10.00 

Auchincloss,  Mrs.  John  W   13.00 

Aviritt,  Mrs.  L   1.02 

Anonymous,  "By  command  of  the  lit- 
tle King"    50.00 

Anonymous  ''Good   Friend"   50.00 

Anonymous    31.20 

Anonymous,  "Friend"    40.00 

Baker,  Mrs.  Harry  George    1 .00 

Barclay,  Mrs.  James  L   25.00 

Bard,  Albert   S   10.00 

Barker,  Edward  Day    5.00 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Joseph    10.00 

Barnett,  Mrs.  Frances  C   5.00 

Bates,  Mrs.  Charles  K   5.00 


Baxter,  Hugh  H   25.00 

Beaman,  Mrs.  Charles  C   10.00 

Beatty,  Mrs.  Robert  C.   (specific  do- 
nation)   3.25 

Beer,  Mrs.  Julius    10.00 

Behr,  Mrs.  John  Henry    10.00 

Bell,  Gordon  Knox    10.00 

Bell,  Herbert  C.  (specific  donaticjn)  5.00 

Beller,  Abraham    10.03 

Bement,  Miss  Harriet    10.00 

fienjamin,  Mrs.  John    10.00 

Berger,  Geo.  A   l.OO 

Bernheimer,  Miss  Blanche  A.  (specific 

donation)    10.00 

Bernstein,  Charles    10.03 

Bernstein,  Mrs.  Charles  (specific  d  >- 

nation)    3.00 

Bernstein,  Mrs.  Milton    10.00 

Berwind,  Mrs.  Edward  J   10.00 

Betv,  Charles    1  00 

Billings,  Mrs.  Fred   10.00 

Billings,  Miss  EHzabeth    10.00 

Bingham.    Mrs   5.00 

Bliss,  Miss  L.  P   15.00 

Bliss,  William  H   50  03 

Bliss,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  W   10. CO 
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Blooniingdale,  Mrs.  J.  B   10.00 

Bkimenthal,  Benj   25.00 

Bogart,  Walter  Lawrence    5.00 

Boggs,  Miss  Mary  E   2.00 

Booraem,  Robt.  Elmer    10.00 

Bowdoin,  Mrs.  George  S   10.00 

Brace,  Mrs.   C.   L   5.00 

Bradley,  S.  R   200.00 

Brandies,  Mrs.  E.   D   5.00 

Brewster,  Mrs.  Benjamin    25.00 

Brewster,  Mrs.  George  S   25.00 

Brigham,  Miss  Emma    5.00 

Brown,  Miss  Augusta  W   2.00 

Brown,  J.  Howard    5.03 

Bryce,  Miss  Edith   10. CO 

Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T.  (specific  dona- 
tions)   45.00 

Bulkley,  L.  Duncan    10.00 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Edwin  M   25. 0^ 

Bulklev,  Edwin  M   25.00 

Butler,  Miss  Helen  C   10.00 

Callender,  Miss  Mary  R   100.00 

Campbell,  Truman  W   10.00 

Card,  B.  F   1.00 

Carnegie,  Andrew,  Mrs   100.00 

Carpenter,  Miss  Julia    3.00 

Carter,  Samuel  T   10.00 

Chamberlain,  Dr.  Leander    5.03 

Ciiambers,    Miss   Katherine  (specific 

donations)    40.00 

Ciiapman,  John  J   5.00 

Chapman,  Mrs.  John  J   5.00 

Cheney,  Mrs.  Frank  W   10.00 

Church    of    the    Covenant  (Sunday 

School)    20.03 

Clark.  Rev.  John  L   10.03 

Clark,    Mrs.    C.    Al.    (specific  dona- 
tion)   7.50 

Clark,  Miss  Stillman    5.00 

Clark,  Miss  Ella  Mabel    10.00 

Clemens,  Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne  ....  5.00 

Coe,  Mr.s.  W.  R..   50.03 

Colfelt,  Mrs.  R.  M   100.00 

Colgate,  William    50.00 

ColHer,  Mrs.  Robert  J   10.00 

Collord,  George  W   25.00 

Conklin   Miss  AHce  J   3.00 

Corner,  Mrs.  R.  C   10.00 

Coudert.  Mrs.  Frederic  R   5.00 

Coxe,  Mrs.  Davies    100.00 

Crocker,  Mrs.  Frank  L   5.00 

Crouse,  Benjamin  F   5.00 

Currey,  Mrs.  J.  B   5.00 

Curtis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  J   10.00 

D.   P.  F   10.00 

Daly,  Mrs.  Marcus    20.00 

Davidsburg,  Miss  (Bible  Class)   5.00 

Davidson    Mrs.  M   10.00 

Day,  Mrs.  Henry  Mills    10.00 

De  Coppet,  Henry  J   10.00 

de  Forest,  Mrs.  Shepherd  K.  (spe- 
cific donation)    13.07 

de  Forest,  Mrs.  R.  W   10.00 

de  Peyster,  Mrs.  Edward    50.00 


Delafield,  Mrs.  John  Ross  

Delafield,  Mrs.  Joseph  L  (specific  do- 
nation)   

de  Golier,  Miss  Kate  

de  Raaslofif,  Mrs.  Harold  

Denny,  Miss  Anna  E  

Dey,  Anthony   

Dodge,  Arthur  Douglas   

Dodge,  Miss  Grace  H  

Dodge,  Miss  Elizabeth  W  

Dodge,  Miss  Julia  P.  (specific  dona- 
tion )   

Dommerich,  L.  F.  &  Co  

Donohue,  Miss  Kate   

Douglas,  James   

Draper,  Mrs.  Henry   

Drummond,  Miss  Grace   

Dun,  Mrs.  Robert  Graham  (specific 
donation )   

Duncan,  Miss  Grace  Leigh   

Duncan,  Miss  Gertrude  I  

Dunham,  Mrs.  Carroll   

Duryea,  Miss  Amy   

Dwight,  Frederick  (specific  dona- 
tion)   

Dwight,  John  E  

Dwight,  Stanley   

Eaton,    F"rederick  H  

Earle  J.  Walter   

Edgar,  Mrs.  Horace   

Edison,  Thomas  A  

Edgell,  Mrs.  George  S  

Eiseman,  S  

Eiseman,  Miss  Stella   

Elkins,  Miss  Fannie   

Elvine,  Richard   

Elwyn,  Alfred  L  

Emmons,  Arthur  B  

Emmons,  Mrs.  A.  B  

Engle,  Miss  Edith  Hubbard   

Erdman,  Mrs.  John  F  

Ernst.  IMrs.  A.  (specific  donation)... 

Everett,  Miss  Florence  A  

Ewart,  Richard   

Fabbri,  Mrs.  Ernesto  G   10.00 

Fahn.stock,  H.  C   25.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Gustav    10.00 

Farley,  His  Grace,  Archbishop   ....  10.00 

Feiber,  Samuel  L   5.00 

Fete.  d'Aviation   7,034.32 

Field,  Mrs.  William  B.  Osgood   5.00 

Finch,  Edward  Ridley    10.00 

Fiske,  Dr.  A.  L   5.00 

FitzSimon,  Mrs.  William    25.00 

Flagg,  Herbert  H   5.00 

Fleming,  C.  H   5,00 

Floyd,  William    10.00 

Fongart,  Miss  A.  A   3.00 

Forbes,  Mrs.  J.  M   10.00 

Fowler,  Miss  Emily  Anderson    5.00 

Fowler,  Mrs.  Thomas  Powell    10  00 

Fraenkel,  Mrs.  K.  (specific  donation!  15.00 

Frankenberg,  Mrs.  A.  B   10.00 

Fried,  Harrv    2.00 

Frissell,   A.   S   20.00 
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Gerard,  Victor    30.00 

Gerry,  Mrs.  Eldridge  T   100.00 

Glass,  Henry  (special  donation)   25.00 

Gluck,  David  L   10.00 

Goddard,  Henry  P   1.00 

Goetchius,  Mrs.  Milton    5.00 

Goldberg,  Mrs.  R  (specific  donation)  5.00 

Goodwin,  Mrs.  James  J   25.00 

Gordon,   the   Misses   Theodora  and 

Louise    20.00 

Gould,  Miss  Helen  Aliller    50.00 

Gray,  Neil,  Jr   5.00 

Griggs,  Herbert  L   10.00 

Hagen,  Mrs.  Winston  H   5.00 

Hahn,  Jacob    2.00 

Hall,  Harold  H   10.00 

Halsted,  E.  Bayard    10.00 

Hamilton,  F.  H   5.00 

Hammond,  Mrs.  John  Hayes    lU.OO 

Hard,  Airs.  Anson  Wales    15.00 

Harkness,  Charles  W   100.00 

Harkness,  Edward  S   100.00 

Harper,  Mrs.  Joseoh  W   10.03 

Harris,  Mrs.  R.  B   1.00 

Harris,  Victor   10.00 

Hart,  Louis  M   10.00 

Hart,  William  Howard    10.00 

Hassell,  Wallace  W   5.00 

Hasslacher,  Jacob    10.00 

Hay,  Mrs.  John    10.00 

Hayden,  Henry  W   10.00 

Hedge,  Miss  Louise  J   2.00 

Henderson,  Mrs.  Iidward  Cairns....  5.00 
Henschel,    Mrs.   E.     (specific  dona- 
tion)   2.50 

Herreshoff,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Francis    25,00 

Herrick,  Miss  C.  K   5.(X) 

Herrman,  Mrs.  Esther    10.00 

Hewitt,  Mrs.  Edward  S   5.00 

HevVitt,  Mrs.  Edward  R   5.00 

Higginson,  J.  J   20.00 

Hills,  Miss  Emily  M   10.00 

Hirsch,  Leon    25.00 

Hirst,  Miss  Gertrude    2.00 

Hochschild,  B   10.00 

Hodgkins,  T.  R    2.00 

Hoe,  Mrs.  Robert    10.00 

Hoffman,  F.  B   10.00 

Holt,  Charles    5.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  George  C   12.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  L.  Emmett    10.00 

Holt,  Roland    10.00 

Hopkins,  Mrs.  James  H   10  00 

Hosmer,  Mrs.  Edward  S   110.00 

Howe  Dr.  Lucien    10.00 

Hoyt,  C.  Sherman    5.00 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  Thomas  H   10.00 

Isham,  Miss  Flora  E   20.00 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Willis    250. CO 

James,  Mrs.  Walter  B   10. CO 

Jex,  Miss  Emily    100.00 

Jesup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   10.00 


Jewett,  Mrs.  G.  L   10.00 

Johnson,  Mrs.  F.  Coit    5.00 

Johnson,  Miss  Harriet  B   3.00 

Johnson,  Miss  Mary  Truxton    10.00 

Karelsen,  Eph  A  (specific  donation)  10.00 

Kaufman,  Mrs.   Henry    100.00 

Kelsey,  Clarence  H   15.00 

Kellogg,  Miss  Emma    5.(X) 

Kelsey,  Miss  Rosalie  H   2.00 

Kennedy,  Mrs.  John  Stewart   25.00 

Kidder,   Edward   H   10.00 

Kimball,  H.  G   100.00 

of  which  $50  was  given  April,  1909 

Knapp,  Dr.  Arnold    10.00 

Knauth,  Mrs.  Percival    10.00 

Kneeland,  Miss  Frances    2.00 

Knoepkc,  Mrs.  William    5.00 

Knoepke,  August    5.00 

Kulhnan,  Herbert    5.00 

La  Monte,  Miss  C.  B   10.00 

Lewisohn,  Mrs.  Adolph    10.00 

Levy,  Robert  T   10.00 

Lawrence,  John  Burling    15.00 

Lathers,   Agnes    5.00 

Langdon,  Woodbury  J   10.00 

L'Engle,  Edith  H   1.00 

Laimbeer,  William    20.00 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  Lowell   5.00 

Lind,  A.  E   10. OO 

Lockwood,  Mrs.  E.  M   5.00 

Loeb,  Mrs.  Morris   25.00 

Loeb,  James    500.00 

Loewenthal,  Mrs.  David    5.00 

Loines,  Mrs.  Stephen    25.00 

Lord,  Mrs.  George  de  Forest   50.00 

Lorentzen,  Mrs.  C.  C   10.00 

Louis,  Harry  J    10.00 

Louis  Dr.  Isaac  (specific  donation)..  30.00 

Louis,  Mrs.  I   10.00 

Louis,  Miss  J.  B.  (specific  donation)  5.00 

Louis,  Leopold    10.00 

Lyon,  Miss  Louise  A   5.00 

McAlpin,  Mrs.  D.  Hunter   10.00 

McClellan,  Mrs.  George  B   20.00 

McElree,  Mrs.  S   5.00 

McLean,  Miss  H   4.00 

McLean,  Mrs.  James    25.00 

McLane,  Mrs.  J.  W   5.00 

MacMartin,  Malcolm    10.00 

Macv,  Mrs.  V.  Everit    10.00 

Mallinson,  H.  R   10.00 

Marsh,  E.  W   5.00 

Martin,  W.  M   25.00 

May,  Mrs.  B   25.00 

Matheson,  Mrs.  William  J   10.00 

Meinhard,  Mrs.  M.  H   5.00 

Meigs,  Mrs.  Titus  B   5.00 

Merriam,  Miss  Annie  L   5.00 

Meyer,  Mrs.  I.  (specific  donation) .  . .  3.00 

Migel,  M.  C   150.00 

Mills,  David  B   200.00 

Minturn,  Mrs.  R.  S   10.00 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  Edward    50.00 
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Mitchell,  lAJrs.  Alfred    50.03 

Mitchell,  Alfred   50.00 

Morawitz,  Victor    50.00 

Moran,  Miss  Nina  A   5.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Anne  T   25.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Caroline  L   50.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  J.  P.,  Jr   25.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  John  B   25.00 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Edward  A   10.00 

Morton,  Mrs.  Levi  P   25.00 

Moses,  Mrs.  James    5.00 

Morton,  Miss  Mary    100. (.0 

Moulton,  Mrs.  Arthur  Julian    10.00 

Muller,  Paul    5.00 

Munro,  Mrs.  John  \V   10.00 

Mygatt,  Mrs.  S.  M   25.00 

Neeser.  John  G   10.03 

Nelson,  Miss  V   10.00 

Newcomer,  Miss  Margaret    10.00 

Newman,  Miss  Blanche  T   7.00 

Newton,  Mrs.  Francis    25.00 

Niehrugge,  Miss  .\nnie    10.00 

Niebrugge,  Miss  Marv    2.50 

Niebrugge,  Mrs.  J.  B   1.00 

Nichols,  Mrs.  William  Gilman   10.00 

O'Connor,  Mrs   5.00 

O'Connor,  Mrs.  T.  P   5.00 

Ogden,  Robert  C   20.00 

Ogden,  Mrs.  F.  C   5.00 

Olcott,  Dudley    2.03 

Oldmcadow,  Ernst    6.00 

Olyphant,  A.  E   1.00 

Olyphant,  F.  Murray    10.00 

Olyphant,  Robert  MorrLson    25.03 

Oothout,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Opdycke,  Mrs.  Emerson   10.00 

Opdycke,  Leonard  E   10.00 

Oppenheimer,  Dr.  Henry  S    10.00 

Orr,  Alexander  E   40. CO 

Osborn,  Mrs.  William  Church    10.00 

Parkin,  the  Misses    10.00 

Parsons,  John  E   25.00 

Parsons,  William  Barclay    10.00 

Patterson.  Rufus  L  '   10.00 

Peabody,  Mrs.  A.  J   2.03 

Pen  fold,  Edmund    10.03 

Penfold,  Miss  Josephine    25.00 

Peckham,  H.  Van  Buren    2.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   100.00 

Pell,  Howland  H   25.00 

Persch,  A   2.00 

Peters,  Miss  Nana    10. OO 

Peterson,  Nelson    2.00 

Phipps,  Henrv  P.    500.00 

Pilgrim,  Charles  W   10.03 

Plage,  Mrs   9.03 

Plant.  Miss  Blanche  E   10.00 

Porter,  Mrs.  Clarence    5.00 

Post,  Henry  Morgan   (specific  dona- 
tion)   13.03 

Powell.  Thomas  Reed    2.00 

Prime,  Miss  Mary  R   10.00 

Proctor,   Mrs.   Ross    (specific  dona- 
tion)   25.00 


Price,  Mrs.  J.  M   2.00 

Pulitzer,  Miss  Edith    50  00 

PuLsifer,  Airs.  N.  T.'   5.00 

Pumpelly,  Raphael    10.00 

Rankin,  Dr.  Egbert  G   2.00 

Ranch,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Rednumd,  E   10.00 

Read,  William  A   50.00 

Reed,  Miss  EHzabeth  E   5  00 

Reeve,  xMrs.  E.  C   5.00 

Richard,  Miss  Elvine    25.00 

Richmond,  W.  S   5.00 

Redmond,  Miss  Emily    10. OO 

Riggs,  Mrs.  George  C.   15.00 

Riis,  Jacob  A   5.00 

Robertson,  J.  Forbes    10. CO 

Robinson,  Miss  Mary  P.   2.00 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Thomas  D   2.00 

Roe,  Mrs.  Frances  S   10.00 

Rogers,  Mrs.  Henry  H.  (specific  do- 
nation)   46.70 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William  Beverlev    10.00 

Roman,  Charles  H.    10. CO 

Roosevelt,  W.   E   25.03 

Rosenbaum,  Mrs.  F   5.00 

Rothschild,  Mrs.  Fred  (specific  dona- 
tion)   5.00 

Rowland,  Armory  E   1.00 

Sachs,  Edward    2.00 

Sahler,  Mrs.  D.  DuBois    10.00 

Salomon,  Charles    5.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  George  B   10.00 

Scarborough,  Mrs.  Charles  R   5.00 

Schauffler,  Mrs.  A.  F   25.00 

Schiff,  Isaac  (specific  donation)   10.00 

SchifT.  Mortimer    25. CO 

Schiffer,  Mi.ss  May    10.03 

Schmidt,  Miss  Florence    10- IX) 

Schnabel,  Miss  Laura    5.00 

Schurz   Miss  Agatha    10.03 

Schurz,  Miss  Marianna    10.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Georgina    5.01 

Schuyler,  Miss  Louisa  Lee    10.00 

Schwab,  Mrs.  Herman  C   5.00 

Schwietering,  Miss  Kate  M   10  00 

Scott    Mrs.  Winfield    10.00 

Seasongood,  Mrs.  Charles    25.00 

Sedgwick,  Mrs.  Henry  Dwight   10  00 

Seligman,  Alfred    10.00 

Seligman,  Mrs.  Isaac    10.00 

Semmel,  Herman    2.03 

Severance,  C.  A   25.00 

Shainwald,  Mrs.  R   25.00 

Shepard    Miss  Dorothy  B.  (specific 

donation)    5.00 

Shepard,  Miss  Mary  W   5.00 

Shumard.  A.  Frank    3.O0 

Sibley,  Mrs.  Hiram    25.00 

Simon,  E   3.00 

Singer,  Mrs.  Mortimer  M   5.00 

Slonne,  Mrs.  William  M   10.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  Cornelius  Bishop    5.03 

Smith   Miss  Edith  H   25.00 

Smith,  Miss  Lillian    5.00 
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Smith,  William  Alexander    5.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Annie  C   10.00 

Standing,  George   3.00 

Standish,  Mrs.  Myles    10.00 

Steinberg,  Morris  A   5.0J 

Sternfeld,  Mrs   1.00 

Stetson,  Mrs.  Frances  Lynde    25.00 

Stevens,  Mrs.  John  Rhinelander   10.03 

Stillman,  Mr.  Charles    100.00 

Stimson,  Dr.  L.  A   25.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  Anson  Phelps   25.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  I.  N.  Phelps   10.00 

Story,  Mrs.  Marion    100. OO 

Stoughton,  Bradley    25.00 

Strauss,  Charles    10. CO 

Strauss,  Frederick    10.00 

Strickland,  Mrs.  J.  E   1.00 

Strong,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Strong,  Theron  G   10.00 

Sullivan.  Arthur  T   50.00 

Suvdam,  Mrs.  Lambert,  Jr   5.00 

Schweizer   Mrs.  J.  G   10.00 

Tailer,   Edward   N   10.00 

Talmage,  Miss  Lucy  W   10.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.    (special  donation)....  2.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Earl  W   50.00 

Taylor,   Mrs.   Robert   Coleman   5.00 

Thalmann,  Mrs.  Ernest    10.00 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Ludlow    5. CO 

Thian,  Mr.  P.  E   10.00 

Thorne,  Jonathan    25.0^ 

Thorne,  Mrs.  Jonathan    20.00 

Thorne,  Samuel    50.00 

TifYany  &  Co   50.00 

Tiffany,  Mrs.  De.xter    5.00 

Tillinghast,  Mrs.   William   H   5.00 

Tod,  Mrs.  J.  Kennedy   10,00 

Townsend,  Miss  Virginia  F   5.00 

Trenchard,  Edward    10.00 

Trotter.  Theo.  V.  A   2.01 

Troup,  Miss  A.  G.   10.00 

Trow,  Miss  Frederica  W. (specific  do- 
nation)   2  00 

Trowbridge,  Mrs.  Frederick  K   10  OT 

Tuckerman,  Bavard    10.00 

Turnbull,  Mrs.  Ramsav    5.00 

Turner,  Mrs.  Herbert  B   10,00 

Tweedy,  Miss  Florence    2.00 

Untermeyer,  Charles    10.00 

LTntermeyer,  Mrs.  1   5,00 

*Deceased. 


Valentine,  Mrs,  J.  H   5.00 

Valentine,  Mrs.  Lawson    10.00 

Van  Beuren,  Mrs.  F.  T   25.00 

Van  Uyke,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry   10.00 

Van  Ingen,  Dr.  Phillip    25. OJ 

Van  Ingen,  Mrs.  Ed.  H.V   10.00 

Van  Orden,  W.  T.  B   5.00 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Schuyler   10.00 

Van  Winkle,  Edgar  B   10.00 

Van  Winkle,  Miss  Mary  D   25.00 

Van  Winkle,  Miss  Mary  S   2.00 

Victor,  Gerald    15.00 

Villard,  Mrs.  Henry    5.00 

Von  Gontard,   Mrs.   Alexander    2.00 

Waldo,  Miss  J.  L   5.00 

Wallach,  Miss  Clara    2.00 

Warburg,  Paul  M   50.00 

Ward,  Mrs    Charles  H   10.00 

Wardwell,  Mrs.  W.  T   10.00 

Watson,  Mr.  Charles  W   10.00 

Watson,  J.  Henry    10.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  James  H   25.00 

Watterson.  W.  W   10.00 

Webster,  Mrs.  Sidney    50.00 

Weeser,  John  G   10. CO 

Weil,  William  H.  W   5.00 

Wesche,  Mrs.  H   5.00 

Wesendonck,  Walter    10,00 

Westerman,  Miss  L.  A   20.00 

Wheelock,  Mrs.  George  G   10.00 

White,  Horace    10.00 

White,  Miss  May  W   25.00 

Whitman,  Nathaniel    100.00 

WTiitney,  Mrs.  K.  L   10.00 

Wickes,  Mrs.  Edward  A   50.00 

Wilkie,  John  L   10.00 

Wilkinson,  Alfred    50.00 

Williams,  Arthur    10.00 

Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  CP   20,00 

Williamson.  Miss  Josephine  L   20.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Mary  B   10.00 

Winterfeldt,  Mrs.  Hans   25.00 

Withers,  J.  H   5  00 

Woerishofifer,  Mrs.  A   25.00 

Wolff,  Emil    20.00 

Wolff,  Lewis  S   25.00 

Wood,  Mrs.  Charles  B   100.00 

Zabriskie,  Mrs.  George    105.00 

*Zabriskie,  Mrs.  Titus    25.00 


CO-OPERATORS  WHO  READ  TO  THE  BEIXD  IN  THEIR  HOMES 

OR  IN  THE  CXASSES 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowles 

Mrs.  Walter  Damrosch 

Miss  Damrosch 

Miss  Dean 

Miss  Goodman 

Mrs.  D.  Hayes 

Mrs.  James  Hendrick 

Miss  Herts 

Mrs.  F.  Kein 


Miss  Kerr 
Miss  Mead 
Miss  Newman 
Miss  Pulitzer  " 
Mrs.  Francis  Rogers 
Mrs.  Taylor 
Miss  Frederica  Trow 
Miss  Willis 


FRIENDS  WHO  HAVE  LOANED  AUTOMOBILES  FOR  OUTINGS  FOR 

THE  BLIND. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Barnes,  Jr.  Mrs.  Louis 

Mrs.  Ernest  Bigelow  Mrs.  Low 

"Good  Friend"  Miss  Pulitzer 

Dr.  I.  Louis 


DONATIONS  IN  KIND 

The  Association  gratefully  acknowledges  its  appreciation  of  the  continued  co-opera- 
tion of  Dr.  Alger,  Dr.  Denison  and  Dr.  Hart,  who  have  visited  the  blind  in  their  homes  in 
cases  of  need  or  given  special  appointments ;  to  Miss  Emma  K.  Dennison  for  choral  instruc- 
tion, and  to  the  People's  University  Extension  Society  for  services  of  cooking,  sewing  and 
dancing  teachers.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  Managers  and  Subscribers  for  tickets  to 
Operas,  Concerts,  Theatres,  Lectures,  etc.,  sent  for  our  wards,  and  to  a  number  of  anony- 
mous donors  for  gifts  of  clothing  and  miscellaneous  articles  received  during  the  year,  and 
also  to : 


Altman. 

Box  of  silk  pieces. 
Bloomingdale  Bros. 

Fancy  articles  for  sale. 

Miss  Beach. 

Box  of  sandwiches,  Iiox  of  silk  pieces. 
Miss  Brikenmeyer. 

Loaned — an  ice  cream  freezer. 

Charles  Bros. 

4  pounds  of  tea. 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Chapman. 

Boxes  of  flowers. 
Mrs.  S.  Coblitz. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 

Mrs.  Robert  de  Forest. 

Re'ed,  raffia,  sweet  grass  and  basket  forms. 

Miss  E.  K.  Denison. 

Brocade  pieces. 
Mrs.  Ellery  Denison. 

Material  for  rugs. 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Ernst. 

Linen  doilies. 
Mrs.  Walker  Fearn. 

Candy  for  Black  well's  Island  Party. 


Mrs.  Fielding. 

Pieces  for  rugs. 
Flower  Mission. 

Flowers     for     distribution     by  Home 
Teachers. 
Mrs.  Alfred  Frankenberg. 

Fruit. 

Mrs.  Herman  Gardner. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 
Mrs.  Goldberg. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 
Mr.  Goodman. 

Tobacco  for  Blackwell's  Island  Party. 
Miss  Hanford. 

Mandolin. 

C.  J.  Haug. 
Cabinet. 

Mr.  Douglas  Henry. 
Desk  and  chair. 

Mrs.  F.  Herman. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 

Hoops. 

Ice  cream  for  Peddlar's  Party. 
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Huyler's. 

Candy  for  Sale. 
Mrs.  B.  Kaufman. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 
Miss  Kodera. 

Box  of  silk  pieces. 
Mrs.  Kyle. 

Ice  cream  and  cake  for  BlackwelFs  Islanc 
Party. 
Mrs.  R.  I.  Levy. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 
Mrs.  S.  Landowski. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 
Dr.  Isaac  Louis. 

Articles  for  Fair. 

Miss  Louis. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 

Mrs.  J.  Louis. 

Articles  for  Fair. 

Mrs.  Leopold  Louis. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 

Miss  E.  Mcllvaine. 
2  ear  trumpets. 

Miss  Mead. 

Silk  for  rugs. 
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Mirror  Company. 

Candy  for  Sale. 
National  Fruit  and  Flower  Guild. 

Boxes  of  flowers. 
Miss  Newman. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 
Miss  Nurenberg. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 
Mrs.  Ortega. 

Candy  for  Blackwell's  Island  Party. 
Mrs.  Leo  Piatt. 

Fancy  articles  for  Fair. 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Roe. 

Boxes  of  rags  for  rugs. 
Mrs.  Rollwagon. 

Material  for  rugs. 
Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers. 

Gifts  for  Christmas  tree. 
Miss  Winifred  Rogers. 

2  music  stands. 
St.  Bartholomew's  Clothing  Bureau. 

Clothing  for  men  at  Shop. 
Mr.  Arthur  Williams. 

Tungsten  lamps. 

M.  Zimmerman  Co. 

25  lbs.  sausages  for  Christmas  dinners. 


DINNERS  AND  REFRESHMENTS 

Mrs.  Arnstein 
Miss  Dodge 

Mrs.  Shepherd  de  Forest 
Mrs.  Walker  Fearn 
Hoop's 
Mrs.  Kyle 
Miss  Pulitzer 


FOR   ENTERTAINMENTS  GIVEN  BY 

Miss  Rose 

Miss  Rhoades 

Miss  Dorothy  Shepherd 

Miss  Mary  Shepherd 

Miss  Walker 

Miss  Warburg 


EXTRACTS  FROM  A  LETTER  FROM  A  RECIPIENT  OF  CONCERT 

TICKETS. 

New  York,  1631  Second  Avenue. 

.Association  for  the  Blind, 

118  East  59th  Street,  N.  Y. 

"Dear  Friends : 

"I  enjoyed  the  musical  yesterday  afternoon  very  much,  and  I  wish  to  thank 
you  heartily  for  the  bright  sense  of  pleasure  which  it  brought  to  me.  I  am 
sure  that  my  associates  join  heartily  with  me  in  this  thanksgiving  for  the  happy 
hours  which  we  spend  at  the  Association.    .    .  . 

"I  just  wish  to  thank  each  one  for  the  benefits  which  I  have  received  from 
the  Association  since  I  suddenly  lost  my  sight.  I  am  very  grateful  for  the 
privilege  of  having  an  opportunity  to  learn  to  work,  and  to  be  useful. 

"With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  ef¥orts  of  this  Association,  to 
help  the  blind  to  learn  to  try  to  help  themselves. 

"Yours  lovingly,  Grateful  Pupil." 
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DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Anger 

Mrs.  Hatch 

Mrs.  C.  Baldie 

Mrs.  Heinrich 

Mrs.  Milton  Bernstein 

TV  (f                11                 ITT  1"i 

Mr.  Ellwood  Hendrick 

Mr.  Walter  Bogart 

Mrs.  Douglas  Henry 

Mrs.  Spencer  Borden 

Mrs.  Henschel 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 

Bowles 

A^iss  Holt 

Miss  D.  R.  Brown 

Miss  Keator 

Mr.  J.  S.  Colt 

TV  J  _  _      T?      T      TT" '  ^ 

Mrs.  b.  J.  Kirpal 

Mr.  Crawford 

Mrs.  Kruger 

Mrs.  Shepherd  K.  de  Forest 

Mrs.  Lindsey 

Miss  de  Frances 

Miss  S.  Livingston 

Mr.  de  Frances 

Dr.  Isaac  Louis 

Mrs.  Ellery  Denison 

Mrs.W.  R.  Lindheim' 

Miss  E.  K.  Denison 

Mrs.  James  McClenahan 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Devereaux 

Miss  B.  Newman 

Dunlap  &  Co. 

Mrs.  Ortega 

Miss  Anna  Duryee 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick 

Mrs.  Edwards 

Mrs.  Powers 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Emmons 

Mr.  Purdy 

Miss  Foy 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Raine 

Mrs.  A.  Forsheim 

Mrs.  Alexander  Rogers 

Mrs.  W  E.  Frew 

Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

"A  Friend" 

Miss  A.  Springer 

Mrs.  Richard  Watson 

Gilder 

Miss  Katherine  Wagner 

Miss  Hanford 

THE    FIRST    VERSE    RECEIVED   AT  THE 
LIGHTHOUSE  FOR  THE  COMPETITION 
OF  BLIND  POETS 

"Light  through  Work"  is  sublime, 
This  we  learn  in  course  of  time ; 
Where  love  and  duty  both  abound; 

"Light  through  Work"  is  always  found. 

As  we  wend  our  way  through  life, 

We  must  not  fear  toil  or  strife : 
When  we  are  weak  we  must  not  fall, 

"Light  through  Work"  comes  to  all. 

Where  love  and  happiness  prevail 

Love  of  labor  cannot  fail. 
When  our  duty  we  would  shirk, 

Let  us  think  of  "Light  through  Work." 

(UNSIGNED) 

Written  by  a  blind  girl  who  became  self-supporling'through  the  Association 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
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SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
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CIRCULARS  AND  PAMPHLETS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

Six  leaflets  to  the  public  concerning  the  Prevention  of  Infantile 
Blindness. 

"What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind,"  by  Helen  Keller.  (Re- 
printed by  blind  printers  from  the  World's  Work.) 

"  To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  nnd  of  Blind  Children."  Translated  from 
the  German  by  Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blird. 

"  Typhlophiles,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind.    (Reprinted  from  Charities.) 

"  Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Different  leaflets  telling  of  the  work  of  the  Association. 


MAGAZINES  ON  FILE  AT  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCLA- 
TION,  ii8  East  SQth  Street. 

(in  types  for  the  blind.) 

Ziegler  Magazine,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 
Progress,  in  English  Braille. 

Christian  Record,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 

Moon  Magazine,  in  Moon  Type. 

The  Daily  Mail,  weekly  issue  in  English  Braille. 

Channels  of  Blessing,  in  English  Braille. 

The  Weekly  Summary,  in  English  Braille. 

The  Searchlight,   a  magazine  in   Improved   Braille  for  Children. 
Issued  from  Time  to  Time. 


MAGAZINES  OF  ESPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND  AND 
THEIR  FRIENDS. 

(in  ink  print.) 

The  Blind,  published  by  Gardiner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London, 
England. 

Valentin  Haiiy,  published  by  the  Valentin  Haiiy  Association,  Paris, 
France. 

Blindedfreund.  Issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaeter, 
Konigsberg,  Germany. 

The  Braille  Review,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  London,  England. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Associa- 
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of  which  President  Taft  laid  the  cornerstone  yesterday.  To  give  the  blind  'light  through 
work,'  and  to  enable  them  to  have,  so  far  as  their  own  efforts  and  an  encouraging 
environment  can  furnish  it,  an  opportunity  for  the  personal  and  social  activities  from 
which  their  affliction  has  shut  them  out,  are  the  objects  steadily  aimed  at  by  the 
Association  for  the  Blind  and  its  devoted  secretary.  Miss  Winifred  Holt.  The  new 
building  will  help  incalculably  to  promote  these  objects,  and  no  bestowal  of  money  at 
this  season  of  kindness  and  good  will  could  be  more  gratifying  to  the  giver,  or  more 
productive  of  unalloyed  good,  than  a  contribution  to  the  fund  which  the  Association 
needs  for  carrying  out  its  project." 

FROM  LETTER  FROM  BLIND  UNITED  STATES  SENATOR  GORE: 

"  I  am  sure  this  occasion  marks  the  beginning  of  a  new  era.  It  will  enable  those 
who  are  without  sight  to  conquer  the  darkness.  I  congratu  ate  all  those  who  are 
without  the  blessing  of  sight  upon  having  such  a  friend  and  such  a  benefactress.  It,  in 
a  great  measure,  compensates  whatever  misfortunes  they  may  have  sustained.  You  are 
rendering  the  best  of  all  service,  helping  those  who  need  help  to  help  themselves. 
That  is  true  service,  and  is  infinitely  better  than  charity.  '  It  becomes  the  throned 
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AT  THE  LAYING  OF  THE  CORNER  STONE  FOR  THE  NEW 


LIGHTHOUSE. 

PRESIDENT  TAFT. 

I  sincerely  hope,  as  we  all  do,  that  upon  this  corner  stone  will  be  reared  a 
structure  which  will  be  useful  for  the  blind  who  actually  use  it,  and  will  be  typical 
of  the  duty  that  we  all,  whp  are  blessed  with  sight,  owe  to  those  who  do  not  have 
it,  to  aid  them  in  their  difficult  journey  through  life. 

HON.  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE. 

This  Association  and  its  glorious  work  are  not  for  the  City  of  New  York 
alone,  but  for  the  people  of  the  whole  State,  and  we  are  greatly  honored  to-day 
by  the  presence  of  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

GOVERNOR  DIX. 

"The  truly  valuable  person  in  any  community  is  the  one  who  has  the  inspira- 
tion to  create  co-operation  with  others  and  perform  a  service  among  our  fellow- 
men.  I  hope  that  you  will  help  her  to  perform  this  service  and  through  her  the 
service  of  helping  those  for  whom  God  has  closed  their  eyes  to  the  light  and 
beauty  of  this  world." 
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THE  LAYING  OF   THE  CORNER  STONE  FOR  THE  NEW  LIGHT- 
HOUSE BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.* 


President  Taft  has  never  shown  more 
graphically  and  touchingly  that  he  is  the 
servant  of  humanity  as  well  as  the  serv- 
ant of  the  people  of  these  United  States 
than  when  he  laid  the  corner  stone  for 
our  new  Lighthouse  on  December  20th. 
In  introducing  the  President,  Mr.  Choate 
said,  "We  are  gathered  here  for  a  great 
and  good  cause,  and  the  occasion  is  most 
greatly  honored  by  the  presence  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  A  year 
ago  he  came  to  our  rescue  when  he  made 
the  first  effort  to  show  what  the  blind 
could  do  when  they  were  really  taught  to 
work  under  the  motto  of  Light  through 
Work.  We  are  here  to-day  to  enjoy  the 
first  step  of  the  progress  that  was  then 
initiated,  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
of  our  new  Lighthouse. 

"Everybody  knows  that  we  have  out- 
grown the  old  Lighthouse,  and  that  here 
a  building  is  to  be  erected  worthy  of  the 
name  and  of  the  cause.  It  will  be,  not  a 
luxurious  home  for  idlers,  not  a  place  of 
refuge  for  blind  men  and  women  to  eat, 
drink  and  sleep,  but  it  will  be  a  settle- 
ment house,  a  workshop,  a  beehive  where 
they  can  learn  to  make  themselves  use- 
ful. (Applause.)  For  myself  I  have  ab- 
solute faith  in  the  women  who  have  set 
this  work  in  motion  (applause) , and  espe- 
cially in  the  leader  of  these  women,  to 
whose  enthusiasm  and  devotion  so  much 
is  due  (applause)  ;  full  faith  in  the 
guides  and  principles  on  which  they  are 
proceeding;  full  faith  in  the  blind  peo- 
ple, that  they  will  make  the  most  of  the 
opportunities  that  will  be  here  presented 
to  them,  and  faith  in  the  people,  that  they 
will  rally  to  the  support  of  this  great 
cause." 

Miss  Keator,  the  blind  president  of  the 
Blind  Women's  Club,  then  gave  the  Pres- 
ident a  trowel,  a  gift  to  him  from  her 
organization,  saying :  "I  have  the  honor 
of  presenting  to  you  this  trowel,  with 
which  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  the  first 


settlement  house  for  the  blind.  This 
building  will  inspire  hope  and  a  desire 
for  independence  in  the  hearts  of  hun- 
dreds and  thus  enable  them  to  find  the 
blessing  of  light  through  work."  Equip- 
ped with  the  trowel,  the  President  dili- 
gently set  to  work  to  spread  the  mortar 
for  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Light- 
house. The  builder  said  to  him:  "Mr. 
President,  you  better  not  do  that  work, 
the  union  doesn't  allow  it."  To  which 
the  President  jovially  replied :  "That's  all 
right,  I've  got  the  bricklayers'  card  in 
my  pocket,  they  gave  it  to  me  yester- 
day." 

As  Mr.  Choate  said,  the  President  laid 
the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Lighthouse 
with  "prodigious  labor  and  skill"  on  land 
with  a  $40,000  mortgage,  on  which  is  to 
be  erected  the  first  settlement  house  for 
the  blind  in  the  world.  We  have  not  the 
money  with  which  to  complete  this  build- 
ing, the  erection  of  which  marks  not  only 
an  important  national  event,  but  an  im- 
portant move  in  modern  philanthropy 
and  in  the  treatment  of  the  blind 
throughout  the  world. 

The  President  said :  "I  sincerely  hope 
that  upon  this  corner  stone  will  be  reared 
a  structure  which  will  be  useful  for  the 
blind  who  actually  use  it,  and  will  be  typ- 
ical of  the  duty  that  we  all  who  are 
blessed  with  sight  owe  to  those  who  do 
not  have  it  to  aid  them  in  their  difficult 
journey  through  life." 

It  is  a  humiliating  fact  that  the  Asso- 
ciation is  in  need  of  money  with  which 
to  finish  this  building,  of  which  Mr. 
Scandlin,  himself  blind,  speaking  at  the 
laying  of  the  corner  stone  in  behalf  of 
the  blind,  said :  "The  work  of  this  Asso- 
ciation means  not  alone  the  transforming 
of  thousands  of  non-producers  once  de- 
pendents upon  the  public  purse  into  self- 
reliant  members  of  society,  but  it  means, 
Mr.  President,  the  changing  of  all  those 
lives  from  conditions  of  hopeless  misery 


•  It  seems  fitting,  altho  it  occurred  after  the  year  covered  by  this  Report  was  over,  that  mention 

should  be  made  here  of  a  most  important  event. 
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and  despair  into  lives  that  are  brightened 
by  ambition,  strengthened  by  achieve- 
ment and  nourished  by  the  bread  of  their 
own  labor.  It  means  redemption.  Its 
benefits  are  not  alone  for  the  blind  of 
this  day  and  generation,  but  for  the  blind 
of  years  and  of  generations  yet  to  come. 
I  trust,  Mr.  President,  your  word  to-day 
may  be  heard  from  coast  to  coast  and 
that  it  may  bring  a  response  in  interest 
and  material  interest  that  will  enable  this 
work  to  go  on  with  ever-increasing  pow- 
er for  good." 

With  all  our  heart  we  hope  with  Mr. 
Scandlin  that  the  President's  generous 
act  in  starting  the  foundation  for  our 
new  Lighthouse  will  bring  at  once  the 
interest  and  the  money  of  which  we  are 
sorely  in  need  for  our  building  and  for 
the  expenses  with  which  to  run  it  and  to 
do  our  work. 

It  has  been  difficult  to  select  one  from 
the  many  excellent  accounts  of  this  oc- 
casion that  appeared  in  the  press,  but  the 
following  from  The  New  York  Evening 
Post  of  December  20,  1911,  gives  an 
excellent  idea  of  its  interest  and  impor- 
tance : 

TAFT  TALKS  TO  THE  BLIND 


LAYS  CORNER  STONE  FOR  THEIR 
NEW  LIGHTHOUSE. 


Crowd  of  the  Seeing  and  the  Sightless  Gathers 
in  East  Fifty-ninth  Street  —  Speeches  by 
Blind  Man  and  Woman,  and  by  Miss  Holt, 
Head  of  the  New  York  Association. 


President  Taft  laid  this  afternoon  the 
corner  stone  of  the  first  settlement  house 
for  the  blind  in    the  world — the  new 
Lighthouse,  which  is  to  be  built  at  No. 
Ill  East  Fifty-ninth  Street,  am  oft  di- 
rectly opposite  the  present  home  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
The  occasion  was  one  of  rejoicing  among 
the  blind  men  and  women  and  children 
of   the  city,  and  they  were  present  in 
great  numbers.    Miss  Grace  Keator,  the 
blind  president  of   the  Blind  Women's 


Club  of  New  York,  assisted  Mr.  Taft  in 
laying  the  stone,  and  a  blind  man,  W.  I. 
Scandlin,  made  a  speech  on  behalf  of  the 
Blind  Men's  Self-Improvement  Club. 

In  the  hollow  of  the  stone,  before  it 
was  put  in  place,  were  inserted  a  photo- 
graph of  the  President,  several  coins,  the 
papers  of  incorporation  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  samples  of  the  work  done  by 
the  blind  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of 
the  Association  five  years  ago  and  at  the 
present  day.  The  trowel  which  Mr.  Taft 
used  in  laying  the  stone  had  been  pre- 
sented to  him  by  Miss  Keator  as  the  gift 
of  the  blind  women  of  the  city. 

East  Fifty-ninth  Street,  between  Park 
and  Lexington  Avenues,  was  packed 
with  visitors — the  blind  and  the  seeing — 
long  before  the  President  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance. It  was  necessary  for  the  po- 
lice to  suspend  traffic  while  the  exercises 
were  in  progress,  not  only  because  of  the 
size  of  the  crowd,  but  because  so  many 
blind  folks  were  roaming  about  the 
street.  There  were  representatives  from 
most  of  the  large  institutions  for  the 
blind  in  other  States,  and  a  delegation  of 
more  than  100  blind  boys  and  girls  from 
the  public  schools,  each  child  having  a 
seeing  schoolmate  as  a  companion. 

GOVERNOR  ALSO  THERE. 

Joseph  H.  Choate  presided  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Association's  advisory  board, 
and  among  the  speakers  were  Gov.  Dix, 
Dr.  John  H.  Finley,  president  of  the  Col- 
lege of  the  City  of  New  York,  who  is 
also  president  of  the  Association ;  and 
Miss  Winifred  Holt,  the  secretary  and 
founder  of  the  Association.  To  the  end 
that  the  new  Lighthouse  and  its  activi- 
ties should  always  be  non-sectarian  in 
character,  representatives  of  the  Epis- 
copal, Roman  Catholic,  and  Jewish 
churches  took  part  in  the  exercises.  Bish- 
op David  H.  Greer  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  opened  the  exercises  with  prayer, 
while  Rabbi  Judah  Leon  Magnes  read 
selections  from  the  Psalms,  and  Mon- 
signor  M.  J.  Lavelle  of  St.  Peter's  Cath- 
olic Cathedral  pronounced  the  benedic- 
tion. 
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Miss  Keator,  to  whom  was  given  the 
honor  of  assisting  the  President  in  laying 
the  stone,  had  been  the  means  of  first  in- 
teresting Mr.  Taft  in  the  work  which 
Miss  Holt  was  doing  for  the  blind.  Miss 
Keator  is  the  first  blind  woman  to  have 
earned  a  living  as  a  stenographer,  and 
when  Mr.  Taft  visited  the  Actors'  Fund 
fair  in  this  city,  two  years  ago,  she  sur- 
prised him  by  her  skill  in  taking  dicta- 
tion. Since  then  the  President  has 
evinced  the  greatest  interest  in  the  activ- 
ities of  the  blind,  and  it  will  be  recalled 
that  he  came  here  last  winter  to  open  the 
bazaar  for  the  blind  in  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  House.  When  the  blind  woman 
was  led  forward  this  afternoon  to  turn 
over  the  trowel  to  the  President,  the  ap- 
plause of  those  who  could  see  her  was 
quickly  taken  up  by  Miss  Keator's  blind 
friends. 

MISS  keator's  short  speech. 

Her  speech  was  short.   She  said : 

"Mr.  President,  in  behalf  of  the  Wo- 
men's Club  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind,  who  wish  to  show 
their  deep  appreciation  of  the  interest 
which  you  have  taken  in  our  work,  I 
have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  this 
trowel  with  which  to  lay  the  corner  stone 
of  the  first  settlement  house  for  the  blind. 
This  building  will  inspire  hope  and  a  de- 
sire for  independence  in  the  hearts  of 
hundreds,  and  thus  enable  them  to  find 
the  blessing  of  'Light  through  Work.'  " 

President  Taft  then  took  the  trowel 
and  made  his  speech.  After  the  formal 
laying  of  the  stone.  Miss  Holt  told  the 
President  how  his  own  photograph  and 
the  other  memorials  had  been  placed  in 
it    She  continued : 

"When  I  had  the  honor  of  telling  you 
fi.rst  about  the  numberless  forgotten 
blind,  of  the  unnecessary  loss  of  sight,  of 
the  intelligent  blind  walled  up  in  institu- 
tions, poor-houses,  lunatic  asylums,  and 
prisons,  your  generous  heart  was 
touched.  Twice,  as  the  friend  of  justice 
and  freedom,  you  have  come  to  help.  Be- 


yond words  we  are  grateful  to  you.  The 
blind  feel  that  your  presence  means  hope 
and  emancipation  for  them." 

She  outlined  what  the  new  Lighthouse 
would  mean  to  the  blind.  An  old  blind 
woman,  she  said,  had  brought  a  pair  of 
knitted  slippers,  the  work  of  her  own 
hands,  saying:  "Sell  these  for  me  toward 
the  building  of  the  new  Lighthouse,  that 
more  people  may  be  taught  to  find  the 
light  as  I  have  found  it." 

"A  blind  man  gave  us  one  dollar  to 
help  build  the  platform  on  which  you 
are,"  said  Miss  Holt,  "so  that  you  might 
be  convinced  of  the  need  for  our  Light- 
house, the  corner  stone  of  which  has  been 
laid  by  the  most  powerful  hand  in  the 
country,  on  land  with  a  $40,000  mort- 
gage. 

"Shut  your  eyes.  Think  what  it  would 
mean  never  to  open  them  again,  but  to 
live  on  in  idle,  hopeless  darkness,  with 
your  mind  reaching  out  for  distraction, 
and  your  idle  fingers  stiffening  for  lack 
of  the  work  for  which  your  very  soul 
cries  out.  Think  what  a  Lighthouse 
would  mean  to  you  in  your  darkness — a 
place  where  you  could  find  everything  to 
teach  you  how  to  be  blind ;  to  fill  your 
life  with  new  interests,  to  employ  and 
amuse,  to  make  you  happy,  to  keep  you 
sane. 

"Is  the  President  of  these  United 
States  having  called  you  here  to-day  to 
mean  an  end  to  the  bondage  of  blind- 
ness ?  This  depends  upon  you.  Help  us, 
as  that  poor  old  blind  woman  did  who 
gave  us  her  pitiful  work.  Help  us  in 
proportion  to  what  that  man,  who  had 
known  hunger,  sacrificed  when  he  gave 
us  a  dollar.  In  the  name  of  the  blind, 
give  us  the  means  to  carry  on  the  work, 
and  give  to  yourselves  the  joy  to  help  to 
fight  darkness,  and  to  give  to  the  blind 
'Light  through  Work.'  " 

Mr.  Scandlin  said  in  his  speech : 
"Our  blind  youth  for  many  years  have 
been  carefully  trained  and  educated,  but, 
Mr.  President,  there  are  six  times  as 
many  who  lose  their  sight  after  passing 
school  age,  and  this  is  the  first  real  move- 
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ment  toward  teaching  them  how  to  be 
blind." 

The  new  Lighthouse,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  which  funds  are  still  lacking,  will 
be  a  six-story  building,  and  the  cost  will 
be  more  than  $100,000.  It  will  occupy 
a  lot  40x100  feet,  and  will  be  fitted  with 
a  variety  of  departments  for  the  amuse- 
ment and  education  of  the  blind,  includ- 


ing a  roof  garden,  gymnasium,  swim- 
ming pool,  work  rooms  and  meeting 
rooms,  and  a  library  containing  all  avail- 
able books  printed  in  raised  type.  In- 
struction will  be  given  in  reading,  writ- 
ing, dancing,  swimming,  weaving,  and 
various  other  activities  in  which  the  blind 
may  engage. 


Miss  Keator,  the  Blind  President  of  the  Blind  Women's  Club,  Handing 
the  Trowel  to  President  Taft  at  the  Laj'ing  of  the  Corner-stone  of  the 
New  Lighthouse,  December   20,  1911. 
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THO'  LOVE  IS  BLIND,  LOVE  IS  THE  KING, 

GOOD  PEOPLE,  HEARKEN  YE! 
IT  IS  THE  KING  COMMANDS  THIS  THING 
FOR  THOSE  THAT  CANNOT  SEE. 

— Oliver  Herford 

WHAT  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND  (INCOR- 
PORATED 1906)  HAS  DONE  IN  ITS  FIVE  YEARS'  EXISTENCE. 

It  started  with  an  unreliable  list  of  1,000  names  of  supposedly  blind  people. 

It  has  listed  10,000  cases,  and  has  come  personally  in  touch  with  approximately 

7,000  blind  in  Greater  New  York. 

It  started  the  first  committee  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 
Largely  through  it,  the  prevention  of  blindness  has  become  national  and  interna- 
tional. 

It  secured  legislation  for  the  prevention  of  blindness.   It  has  secured  co-operation 
of  health  boards,  medical  associations,  etc.,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 
It  placed  the  first  Wind  children  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York.    There  are 
now  130  there. 

It  secured  an  amendment  to  the  education  law,  making  the  education  of  blind 

children  compulsory,  so  that  blind  children  are  no  longer  forced  into  ignorant 

and  helpless  lives,  or  compelled  to  become  beggars  or  drudges. 

It  published  the  first  magazine  for  blind  children  in  this  country — "The  Search- 

light." 

It  opened  the  first  classes  for  blind  children,  women  and  men  in  this  state, 
where  they  could  be  educated  without  being  taken  from  their  home  ties. 
It  started  the  first  workshop  for  blind  men — with  the  exception  of  one  small  broom 
shop  in  Brooklyn — in  the  state  (where  16,803  chairs  have  been  caned  and  207,421 
brooms  have  been  made). 

The  receipts  of  the  sales  from  the  workshop  have  all  told  amounted  to  $74,486.25. 
The  total  wages  paid  to  the  men  have  amounted  to  $41,337.30. 
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PORATED 1906)  HAS  DONE  IN  ITS  FIVE  YEARS'  EXISTENCE. 

(Continued.) 

It  g^ave  the  first  systematic  teaching-  outside  of  an  asylum  for  the  blind,  to  indi- 
viduals in  knitting,  sewing,  crocheting,  weaving,  bead  making,  chair  caning,  bas- 
ketry, pottery,  domestic  science,  dancing,  gymnastics,  music,  business,  typewriting, 
stenography,  typewriting  from  the  phonograph,  &c. 

It  started  the  first  home  teaching  of  trades  and  reading  and  writing  in  the  state. 
Lessons  have  also  been  given  by  the  Association  in  the  poorhouses,  the  prisons, 
and  even  in  the  lunatic  asylums. 

Over  14,721  lessons  have  been  given  by  its  home  teachers. 

It  started  the  first  systematic  social  service,  including  entertainments  for  children 
and  grownups,  and  excursions  to  the  country  and  the  seaside. 
It  also  cares  for  the  sick  and  injured. 

It  opened  the  first  salesroom  for  goods  for  the  blind,  where  also  tools,  literature, 

toys  and  games,  and  information  of  special  use  to  them  may  be  had. 

It  started  the  first  club  for  blind  men  and  the  first  one  for  blind  women. 

It  opened  the  first  ticket  bureau  for  the  blind,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  free 

tickets  to  concerts  and  the  theatre  to  the  deserving  blind  personally  known  to  the 

Association. 

Over  12,000  tickets  have  been  issued  from  this  bureau. 

It  started  the  first  educational  campaign  to  instruct  the  seeing  public  as  well  as  the 
blind,  by  talks,  literature,  and  exhibits  on  the  need  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness, and  of  making  the  blind  self-helpful  and  happy.  For  this  purpose,  over 
33,600  leaflets,  and  20,000  reports  have  been  issued.  It  has  been  represented  at 
conferences  here  and  abroad  by  ofiicers  and  exhibits. 

It  gave  the  first  blind  workers'  exhibition,  opened  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  when  over  two  hundred  blind  people  demonstrated  their  ability  in  indus- 
tries ranging  from  broom-  and  boot-making,  to  stenography  and  wireless  teleg- 
raphy. 

It  started  the  first  museum  for  the  blind  in  the  country,  to  show  the  history  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  blind  intellectually  and  industrially,  from  the  earliest  times 
until  now. 

The  following  work  has  sprung  directly  from  the  Association  or  has  been  inspired 
by  it: 

Six  associations,  Eleven  ticket  bureaus,  Three  clubs. 

Miss  Llelen  Keller,  its  vice-president,  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Association  at  its 
public  meeting.  She  said :  "The  people  will  l\old  up  your  hands.  Let  it  only  be 
brought  home  to  their  hearts  that  the  blind  are  not  hopelessly  doomed  to  idleness ; 
that  they  may  become  honorable,  useful  citizens,  and  your  appeal  will  not  be  in 
vain.  I  love  to  think  how  your  brave  devotion  and  unceasing  eflfort  send  out  rays 
of  joy  to  many  a  heart  that  was  dark  and  hopeless." 
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EXTRACTS   FROM   ADDRESSES   AT   OPENING   OF   THE  BLIND 


WORKERS'  EXHIBITION. 
(For  the  complete  addresses  see  page  76.) 
A  TRIBUTE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

"I  understand  the  object  of  this  Association  to  be  to  introduce  light  into  the 
lives  of  the  blind  by  work,  to  give  them  happiness  by  manual  and  intellectual  activ- 
ity, to  maintain  their  independence  and  self-respect  by  enabling  them  to  contribute 
to  their  own  support,  and  to  enable  them  to  forget  their  affliction  by  association, 
and  by  sharing  their  thoughts  and  interests  with  those  who  see.  *  *  * 
Through  the  good  offices  of  this  Association,  New  York  City  has  now  assumed  an 
obligation  to  give  to  the  blind  children  the  benefit  of  public  instruction,  and  the 
fact  that  they  are  constantly  with  children  who  see — study  with  them  and  play 
with  them — gives  to  the  blind  boys  and  girls  a  share  in  the  common  life  of  all 
the  children  that  seems  to  soften  the  asperity  of  their  lot.  *  *  *  May  the 
good  and  generous  people  of  New  York  who  are  appealed  to  to  support  so  many 
good  causes,  add  to  their  list  of  contributions  substantial  sums  for  the  carrying 
forward  of  this  great  work,  not  of  mere  charity  to  the  helpless,  but  of  aid  to  the 
self-help  of  those  who  have  the  heavy  burden  of  blindness  to  carry." — President 
Taft. 

FROM  THE  HON.  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE. 

"A  great  work  had  to  be  accomplished  when  this  Association  was  organized, 
which  Miss  Helen  Keller  has  well  called  the  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  blind. 
Up  to  that  time,  or  nearly  up  to  that  time,  it  was  generally  thought  that  society 
had  done  its  duty  by  its  blind  when  it  provided  for  them  an  asylum,  a  shelter,  a 
home,  food  and  the  elements  of  an  education.  But  just  imagine  Helen  Keller,  for- 
instance,  immured  in  an  asylum !  Why,  the  idea  on  which  this  Association  was 
formed,  and  of  which  she  is  a  living  representative,  is  not  asylums,  but  work  is 
what  the  blind  want.  *  *  *  i  am  sure  that  before  the  week  ends  every  citizen 
of  New  York  who  is  privileged  to  attend  any  portion  of  this  exhibition  will  agree 
with  me  that  what  has  already  been  done  is  deserving  of  the  support  of  the  com- 
munity ten  times  over,  for  the  promotion  of  its  future  usefulness.  *  *  *  j 
hope  one  of  the  results  of  this  exhibition  will  be  to  excite  so  much  attention  and 
raise  so  much  enthusiasm  that  the  means  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  Asso- 
ciation of  continuing  its  great  and  good  work,  and  that  they  will  soon  have  a 
building  over  their  heads  worthy  of  the  great  cause  that  they  represent." 
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William  Hale  Patrick,  the  Late  Blind  President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Self- 
Improvement  Club. 
Of  charming  personality,  keen  perception,  and  ready  wit,  Mr.  Patrick  was  a  man 
whom  to  know  was  to  love.    Though  frail  in  health,  he  was  indefatigable  in  his  work 
among  the  Blind,  and  the  cheer  of  his  optimism  brought  comfort,  encouragement, 
and  hope  to  all  with  whom  he  labored.    His  friendship  was  a  blessing,  and  his  life  an 
inspiration,  a  sacred  legacy  to  all  of  us  who  knew  him.    It  must  also  have  a  more 
widespread  effect  on  the  community. 
{Signed)  William  I.  Scandlin,  who  has  since  succeeded  Mr.  Patrick  as  President  of  the 
Blind  Men's  Self-Improvement  Club. 

Officers  Deceased 
Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne  Clemens  Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gilder 

Dr.  Richard  H.  Derby  Mr.  John  Harsen  Rhoades 

The  Hon.  Smith  Ely  Mr.  J.  Hampden  Robb 

The  Hon.  Carl  Schurz 


ORIGIN  AND  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND. 

By  MRS.  EDWARD  RINGWOOD  HEWITT 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 

Extracts  reprinted  from  the  1st  Report  of  the  Association 


The  first  office  of  the  Association,  in  a  room  18  x  10.  At  the  back  is  a  class  of  blind  switch- 
board operators,  and  to  the  left  a  lesson  in  typewriting  is  being  given.  Though  the 
original  quarters  of  the  Association  did  not  permit  of  separate  class-rooms  for  blind  men 
and  women,  they  were  not  allowed  to  meet,  and  in  the  new  office  of  the  Association  the 
classes  are  entirely  separate.  All  five  blind  people  in  this  picture,  including  three  men 
in  background,  are  to-day  self-supporting. 


As  a  member  of  the  Committee  for 
Tickets  for  the  BHnd,  fotinded  in  1903, 
from  which  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  sprang,  it  seems  fitting  for 
me  to  give  an  account  of  its  start  and 
early  history.  I  cannot  do  better  than 
to  quote,  concerning  the  origin  of  the 
Organization,  from  an  article  by  Miss 
Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  Associa- 
tion, entitled  "Bureau  for  Tickets  for 
the  Blind,"  which  appeared  in  Charities 
of  February  3,  1906: — 


"Some  years  ago  in  Italy,  my  sister 
and  I  had  the  privilege  of  being  near 
some  blind  boys  at  a  concert.  Their  evi- 
dent delight  in  the  music  doubled  our 
pleasure.  The  house  was  poorly  filled. 
The  empty  seats,  the  blind  boys'  great 
enjoyment,  and  the  thought  of  the  army 
of  blind  who  rarely,  if  ever,  have  the 
satisfaction  of  going  to  an  entertainment, 
led  to  the  simple  question :  Why  should 
not  the  blind  who  are  fit  to  appear  in  pub- 
lic, but  who  are  too  poor  to  afford  such 
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pleasures,  have  in  every  community  the 
advantage  of  using  unsold  tickets  for 
concerts,  etc.  ?" 

This  idea  led  Miss  Holt  to  ask  a  num- 
ber of  her  friends  to  form  a  Committee 
to  give  tickets  to  the  blind.  The  first  per- 
son to  whom  she  applied  for  help  in  this 
task  was  the  late  Carl  Schurz,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  and 
who  remained  an  active  friend  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
until  his  death.  In  1906  in  a  note  to 
Grover  Cleveland  concerning  the  Asso- 
ciation he  said:  "I  write  this  in  behalf 
of  a  work,  the  need  for  which  has  been 
evident  to  students  of  our  social  condi- 
tions for  many  years." 

The  Misses  Holt  opened  an  office  in 
their  own  house,  where  they  personally 
interviewed  each  blind  person  who 
applied  for  the  privilege  of  free  admis- 
sion to  concerts  or  theatrical  perform- 
ances. They  shortly  found  that  many  of 
the  blind  people  who  called  on  them 
were  intelligent  and  educated  individ- 
uals, and  with  these  they  formed  a  sub- 
committee to  assist  them  in  their  work. 
Further  knowledge  of  the  blind  who 
sought  so  eagerly  distraction  from  their 
cramped  and  cheerless  lives,  brought  the 
realization  of  the  importance  of  giving 
them  opportunities  for  work  and  to  learn 
how  to  become  wage-earners  clearly  be- 
fore the  founders  of  the  ticket  bureau. 
Therefore,  to  quote  Helen  Keller :  "The 
two  noble  women  determined  to  see  what 
could  be  done."  "They  went  for  infor- 
mation to  the  New  York  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  They  asked  why  the  blind 
were  unemployed.  They  received  cour- 
teous assurances  that  everything  possi- 
ble was  being  done  for  the  blind,  that 
their  hard  lot  was  the  inevitable  result 
of  circumstances.  The  fact  that  they 
were  idle  was  deplored,  but  there  was  no 
help  for  it.  In  a  world  of  machinery, 
specialized  industry  and  keen  competi- 
tion, the  blind  man  could  not  expect  to 
find  profitable  occupation.  He  must,  it 
was  urged,  ever  remain  a  public  charge 
to  be  treated  kindly,  and  the  young 
women  were  heartily  commended  for 
their  efforts  to  supply  them  with  enter- 


tainment. Indeed,  it  was  argued,  it 
would  be  cruel  to  add  to  the  burden  of 
infirmity  the  burden  of  labor.  It  would 
be  quite  as  cruel  to  expect  them  to  earn 
their  living  as  to  compel  a  disabled  horse 
to  earn  his  oats.  (The  same  kind  of 
specious  argument  was  being  dissemi- 
nated in  Massachusetts  and  other  States.) 
But  the  ladies  were  too  intelligent  and 
too  earnest  to  be  convinced.  Their  visit 
was  the  beginning  of  a  new  movement 
in  New  York  toward  the  betterment  of 
the  sightless."  It  caused  those  inter- 
ested to  study  what  was  being  done 
abroad  and  in  this  country  and  to  learn 
personally  from  the  organizations  which 
befriend  the  blind.  After  studying  at 
Norwood,  the  normal  college  for  the 
blind  in  England,  where  former  visits 
had  made  her  familiar  with  the  work, 
Miss  Holt  in  the  summer  of  1905  wrote 
to  her  sister  urging  her  to  found  in  New 
York  some  Association  which  would 
have  for  its  object  the  fitting  of  the 
blind  sufficiently  well  to  enable  them  to 
take  their  place  as  contented  wage-earn- 
ers in  the  community.  In  consequence 
of  this,  the  son  of  Dr.  Campbell,  of  Nor- 
wood, was  asked  to  lecture  at  the  house 
of  the  Misses  Holt  on  how  to  make  the 
blind  self-supporting,  and  to  show  to  all 
those  whom  they  could  interest  what  had 
already  been  learned  that  could  benefit 
the  blind.  Following  this,  the  Misses 
Holt  organized  at  their  own  home,  44 
East  78th  Street,  on  November  23,  1905, 
the  present  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,  of  which  Dr.  Abbott  became 
the  first  President.  The  capital  with 
which  the  Association  began  work  was 
$400.00,  which  had  been  collected  for  the 
Committee  for  Tickets  for  the  Blind  and 
which  was  voted  over  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  to  the  new  organization.  The 
Committee  for  Tickets  for  the  Blind 
then  voted  to  amalgamate  with  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  its  work  was  carried  on  as  the 
Bureau  for  Tickets  for  the  Blind,  which 
became  a  Branch  of  the  Association. 

Students  of  work  for  the  blind  realized 
that  the  only  way  to  judge  accurately 
of  the  needs  of  the  blind  was  to  find  their 
whereabouts  and  condition,  and  that  this 
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could  only  be  done  by  a  reliable  personal 
census.  The  only  list  furnished  by  the 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  New  York 
had  one  thousand  names  on  it,  and  there 
they  were  unable  to  give  any  more, 
therefore  it  was  estimated  there  were 
about  1,200  blind  in  New  York.  The 
census  which  we  have  finished  shows  at 
least  2,300  blind  in  Greater  New  York. 
At  the  house  of  the  Misses  Holt  the 


this  portion  of  the  Association's  exist- 
ence, it  was  greatly  helped  by  the  enthu- 
siastic co-operation  of  many  of  the  blind. 
A  blind  friend  who  had  herself  been  an 
efficient  switchboard  operator  helped 
to  persuade  the  Telephone  Company  to 
install  a  telephone  switchboard  in  the 
library,  and  here  the  blind  pupils  of  the 
Association  were  trained  as  telephone 
operators.    In  this  same  room  (18  x  12 


The  first  census  bureau  of  the  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind 
in  the  studio  of  a  private  house 


I  Studio  became  a  census  bureau.  The 
'  library  was  turned  into  the  office  of  the 
;  Association.  Industries,  which  had  al- 
j  ready  been  proven  in  other  places  as 
I  practical  for  blind  people,  were  put  in 
1  operation  by  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  and 
I  she  introduced  several  new  and  practi- 
cal departments  in  which  the  blind  have 
become  efficient  wage-earners.  During 


ft.)  home  teachers  were  instructed  and 
sent  out  to  their  work ;  typewriting  and 
typewriting  from  phonograph  records 
were  taught  to  the  blind  ;  bead  and  basket 
classes  were  formed  for  the  women.  The 
Blind  Women's  Club  had  its  origin  in 
the  same  house,  and  here  the  Men's  Club 
was  organized  and  refreshments  were 
sent  to  their  meetings  at  their  workshop. 
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The  Association  started  in  November, 
1905,  with  a  capital  of  $400.00.  As  its 
headquarters  were  in  the  house  of  the 
Secretary,  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  who  was 
also  Treasurer  pro  tern.,  and  the  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Miss  Edith  Holt,  no 
expenses  for  service,  lighting,  or  heat- 
ing were   involved,   therefore  the  ex- 


started  working  at  chair-caning  and 
broom-making. 

In  order  to  interest  people  in  the  pro- 
posed work  of  the  Association,  it  was  de- 
cided to  hold  a  public  meeting  in  the  ball- 
room of  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  on  March 
29th.  At  this  meeting  Dr.  Lyman  Ab- 
bott presided.    Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne 


A  council  of  four  important  blind  men  at  the  original  office  of  the  Association.  From  left  to 
right,  we  have  one  of  the  members  of  the  State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  a  home  teacher, 
the  President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club,  and  the  Association's  switchboard  operator,  who 
holds  a  responsible  position  in  the  largest  hospital  in  the  State.  He  is  "looking"  at  a 
statue  by  the  blind  sculptor  Vidal. 


penses  were  very  slight  until  in  March, 
1906,  when  a  home  teacher  was  engaged 
and  the  census  takers  augmented  from 
one  to  three,  and  secretaries  were  en- 
gaged to  do  the  increasing  work  of  cor- 
respondence. A  loft  was  rented  and 
machinery  installed  at  No.  147  East  42d 
Street,  and  here  six  blind  men  were 


Clemens  (Mark  Twain)  spoke  at  length 
and  said:  "It  is  dismal  enough  to  be 
blind — it  is  a  dreary,  dreary  life  at  best. 
To  them  it  is  always  night ;  and  when 
they  have  to  sit  with  folded  hands  and 
with  nothing  to  do  to  amuse  or  entertain 
or  employ  their  minds,  it  is  drearier  and 
drearier.    They  ought  not  to  be  com- 
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pelled  to  subsist  on  charity.  We  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  earn  their 
bread  and  to  know  the  sweetness  of  the 
bread  got  with  the  labor  of  one's  own 
hands."  The  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 
made  a  spirited  address,  concluding  with  : 
"Nobody  is  as  blind  as  those  who  won't 
see.  There  is  need  for  help,  and  what- 
ever is  done  should  be  done  quickly." 


spring  of  1906.  Miss  Edith  Holt,  now 
Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood,  who  was 
responsible  for  the  entire  execution  of 
the  census  work  and  statistics  for  the 
Association,  was  appointed  Director  of 
Census  by  the  Commission,  and  the 
splendid  work  which  it  has  accomplished 
in  this  Department  is  entirely  due  to  her 
voluntarv  efforts. 


A  home  teacher  and  her  guide  on  the  roof  garden  of  the  first  office  of  the 
Association  (they  are  making  out  their  list  of  the  calls  to 
be  made  in  the  tenements) 


At  the  close  of  the  program,  Mr. 
Clemens  read  a  letter  from  Miss  Helen 
Keller.  This  meeting  aroused  public  in- 
terest, the  work  for  the  blind  grew 
steadily,  and  a  second  home  teacher  was 
employed. 

A  Bill,  appointing  a  Commission  for 
Investigating  the  Condition  of  the  Blind, 
was  signed  by  Governor  Higgins  in  the 


During  the  summer  of  1906  and  1907 
the  funds  of  the  Association  were  so  low 
that  the  Misses  Holt  lent  their  own 
money  that  the  work  should  not  stop, 
and  remained  in  town  so  that  they  might 
personally  supervise  it.  Furthermore, 
the  Association  was  able  to  lend  $6,000 
to  the  Commission,  which  otherwise 
could  not  have  completed  its  work. 
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The  second  public  meeting  of  the 
Association  was  held  on  January  15, 
1907,  in  the  ballroom  of  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria,  Bishop  Greer  presiding.  Dr. 
Lyman  Abbott  made  a  strong  appeal, 
saying:  "I  do  not  ask  for  charity  for 
the  blind;  I  only  ask  that  justice  be  done 
them.  There  is  practically  no  limit  to 
what  they  can  do."  Commissioner  Eben 
P.  Morford,  Manager  of  the  Brooklyn 
Industrial  Home  for  Blind  Men  and  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Association,  showed  pictures  of  the 
work  of  the  Association  and  other  activi- 
ties for  the  blind,  including  the  splendid 
outdoor  sports  of  the  blind  pupils  at  the 
school  at  Overbrook,  Pa.,  where  the 
boys  have  races  in  swimming  and  run- 
ning and  other  wholesome  sports.  Dr. 
Moon  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the 
work  for  the  blind  accomplished  by  his 
distinguished  family  in  England  and 
here.  Miss  Helen  Keller  spoke,  her 
remarks  being  repeated  after  her  by  Dr. 
Graham  Bell.  Mr.  Edwin  Grasse,  the 
distinguished  blind  violinist,  delighted 
hearers  by  his  beautiful  music.  After 
the  meeting.  Miss  Keller,  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Association,  opened  an  In- 
dustrial Exhibit.  The  blind  were  seen  in 
many  practical  industries  and  occupa- 
tions, including  telephone  switchboard 
operating,  stenography,  typewriting  from 
the  phonograph,  piano  tuning,  and  even 
toy-making  with  a  scroll  saw. 

The  first  yearly  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation took  place  at  44  East  78th  Street, 
on  March  28,  1907. 

FOUNDATION    OF   THE   BUFFALO  ASSOCIA- 
TION FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Much  was  done  to  arouse  interest  and 
to  secure  funds  with  which  to  carry  on 
the  work,  by  the  frequent  speeches  made 
by  Miss  Holt  at  the  Charity  Organiza- 
tion, before  Women's  Clubs,  etc.,  in 
Washington, — and  on  April  24,  1907, 
at  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  in  Buf- 
falo, and  on  the  same  day  at  the  Charity 
Organization  of  that  city,  Miss  Holt's 
eloquence  and  clear  statements  of  the 

condition  of  the  blind,  and  the  possibili 


ties  of  their  usefulness  and  happiness 
roused  great  enthusiasm.  On  the  28th 
of  April  a  number  of  leading  citizens 
were  to  meet  to  consider  carrying  out  the 
plan  outlined  by  Miss  Holt  for  establish- 
ing an  Association  for  the  Blind  in  Buf- 
falo. She  spent  the  day  among  different 
blind  people  of  Buffalo,  remaining  for 
some  time  to  talk  to  the  blind  men  in  the 
almshouse.  She  interviewed  an  indepen- 
dent blind  boy,  who,  with  his  brother, 
ran  a  small  broom-shop,  and  persuaded 
him  to  undertake  a  workshop  for  blind 
men,  provided  that  she  could  induce  the 
citizens  of  Buffalo  to  found  the  Associa- 
tion. She  again  spoke  in  the  evening, 
giving  messages  from  blind  capitalists 
and  wretched  blind  men  in  the  poorhouse. 
Each  message  begged  for  the  blind  to  be 
given  a  chance.  At  the  conclusion  of  her 
talk,  an  Association  was  formed  and  a 
capital  of  $1,000  voted  with  which  to 
start  it.  The  Buffalo  Association  is  now 
doing  admirably.  It  has  a  broom-shop 
for  blind  men ;  home  teaching  has  start- 
ed ;  and  the  Ticket  Bureau  is  doing  good 
work  and  has  distributed  hundreds  of 
tickets.  Two  of  the  men  now  employed 
at  the  workshop  Miss  Holt  discovered  in 
the  almshouse.  One  of  the  best  workmen 
there,  making  a  self-supporting  wage, 
was  a  bridge  builder,  who  had  "bossed 
gangs  of  workmen,"  and  who,  on  account 
of  his  blindness,  was  obliged  to  associate 
with  paupers.  Two  others  were  street 
beggars,  and  despite  their  ability  to  get 
money  in  this  way,  asked  for  a  chance  to 
learn  to  make  brooms,  and  who,  though 
receiving  a  very  small  wage,  were  grate- 
ful for  the  work,  and  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  return  to  beggary. 

This  Association,  which  we  call 
"Lighthouse,  No.  2,  to  give  the  Blind 
Light  through  Work,"  is  also  starting  its 
campaign  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness. 

Miss  Holt  is  still  continuing  her  volun- 
tary task,  and  it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped 
that  soon  the  condition  of  the  blind  in  the 
State  will  be  more  satisfactory  and  that 
they  will  have  the  opportunities  which 
justice  demands  for  them. 
-    In  the  spring  of  1906  the  Hon.  Carl 
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Schurz  died.  In  him  the  Association 
lost  its  first  and  best  friend.  Even  on  his 
deathbed  he  gave  directions  to  have 
others  interested  in  the  work  which  he 
had  so  much  at  heart. 

In  September,  1907,  the  Association 
was  removed  from  the  house  of  the 
Misses  Holt  and  took  possession  of  its 
new  quarters  at  118  East  59th  Street. 
The  accompanying  pictures  show  dififer- 
ent  phases  of  the  work  in  its  original 
home,  44  East  78th  Street.  But  for  the 
untiring  devotion  of  its  founders,  the 


Misses  Holt,  it  would  have  been  impossi- 
ble for  the  New  York  Association  to 
start  or  to  succeed  in  face  of  the  public 
ignorance  of  the  need  for  its  work,  and 
the  ignorance  of  the  blind  as  to  the  possi- 
bilities which  were  open  to  them  and 
which  they  are  now  so  gratefully  embrac- 
ing. 

Mary  Ashley  Hewitt, 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Christmas  Tree  Party  at  the  Blind  Women's  Club 


A  Comment  by  President  Taft  on  the  Association's  Work 

It  needed  the  earnest  initiation  of  the  movement  which  has  resulted  in  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  to  bring  out  the  most  intelligent  efforts 
towards  the  amelioration  of  the  cruel  fate  of  those  who  live  in  eternal  night. 


A  LEXER  FROM  MISS  HELEN  KELLER. 


To  the  Editor  of  "The  Searchlight." 

Dear  Lighthouse  Keeper  :  I  have  only  just  had  a  chance  to 
look  over  the  first  number  of  the  "Searchlight."  No  child  could  be 
more  delighted  with  it  than  I  am,  and  I  know  that  all  little  blind  girls 
and  boys  whom  it  reaches  will  quite  forget  the  dark  in  their  joy.  Your 
feeling  must  indeed  be  as  fine  as  that  of  the  dear  old  Triumphulant  Ele- 
phant, you  understand  so  well  the  "Mysteries"  in  the  hearts  of  chil- 
dren. I  will  find  as  many  shadows  as  I  can,  so  that  the  magazine  may 
have  a  wider  and  yet  wider  circulation.  I  am  fighting  with  all  the 
might  that  one  ray  can  use  against  the  "Wullop-us-Wollop-us"  of 
ignorance.  I  can  feel  victory,  though  it  still  may  be  a  long  way  oflf, 
and  it  feels  like  salvation  of  many,  both  with  eyes  and  without,  from 
bitter  bondage. 

With  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  beautiful  work  for  sightless  chil- 
dren, I  am,  Affectionately  yours. 

The  Groping  but  Willing  Ray,  at  Wrentham. 
January  13th,  1911. 


REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

MRS.   EDWARD  RINGWOOD  HEWITT. 


The  fifth  year  of  the  Association  ends 
with  a  record  of  energetic  and  effective 
work  and  of  growth  and  development 
beyond  our  expectations.  The  personnel 
of  the  officers  of  the  Association  has  re- 
mained unchanged.  From  the  Advis- 
ory Board  we  have  lost  the  kindly  and 
helpful  interest  of  Mr.  J.  Hampden 
Robb.  Death  has  also  removed  one  of 
the  first  and  most  encouraging  friends 
of  the  Association  in  the  Hon.  Smith 
Ely.  While  we  were  still  struggling 
with  the  problem  of  adjusting  our  small 
beginnings  to  our  great  need,  a  letter 
came  from  Mr.  Smith  Ely  who  had  read 
of  our  work  in  the  papers,  offering  to 
start  a  working  capital  of  $100,000  for 
the  Association  by  contributing  $20,000. 
Thus  encouraged  we  began  our  cam- 
paign, and  had  the  satisfaction  of  writ- 
ing Mr.  Ely  within  two  years  that  his 
conditions  had  been  met  and  the  $100,- 
000  contributed.  The  possession  of  this 
working  capital,  the  interest  of  which 
is  used  to  defray  our  fundamental  ex- 
penses, has  been  the  greatest  possible 
comfort  in  giving  us  a  sense  of  security 
that  our  work  would  go  on,  even  though 
much  curtailed,  in  case  of  any  accident 
withdrawing  our  energetic  and  capable 


Secretary  from  her  ceaseless  activity  in 
behalf  of  the  Association. 

In  the  recent  sudden  death  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Pulitzer,  the  Association  has  lost 
a  friend  who  understood  the  meaning 
of  our  work  through  his  own  personal 
affliction ;  none  better  than  he  knew  the 
meaning  of  "Light  through  Work." 
From  the  time  that  he  first  learned  oi 
the  Association,  and  had  its  work  inves- 
tigated with  characteristic  thoroughness, 
he  has  expressed  his  approval  most 
heartily.  A  contribution  of  $25,000  came 
from  him  after  he  was  assured  by  his 
investigator  of  the  scope  and  methods 
of  our  work. 

As  we  are  going  to  press,  we  learr 
with  deep  sorrow  of  the  death  of  Mr 
William  Hale  Patrick.  He  was  Presideni 
of  the  Blind  Men's  Self  Improvemen 
Club,  a  member  of  our  Social  Service 
Committee,  an  unfailing  friend  of  th( 
blind,  and  a  helper  in  the  work  of  th( 
Association  whose  place  can  not  be  filled 

ACTIVITIES. 
The  general  line  of  our  activities  fol 
lows  the  direction  indicated  by  the  sue 
cessful  experience  of  other  years,  Th( 
Workshop  for  Blind  Men  continues  th( 
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manufacture  of  brooms  and  the  caning 
of  chairs.  Owing  to  various  discourag- 
ing and  well  nigh  disheartening  hind- 
rances, the  new  Workshop  building,  so 
generously  given  by  a  friend  of  the  As- 
sociation, has  been  delayed  in  the  build- 
ing, and  is  only  now  fairly  started.  This 


ice  its  donor  designed  for  the  blind  men 
of  New  York. 

There  has  been  a  great  increase  in 
the  sale  of  the  weavings  done  by  our 
blind  women  at  the  Lighthouse.  The 
classes  in  sewing,  cooking,  dancing  and 
physical  culture  continue  most  success- 


A  Very  Young  Searchlight  Party.    Blind  Public  School  Children  having  a  good  time  in 

the  Lighthouse  Yard 


has  been  a  great  disappointment  to  all 
of  us,  but  seemed  to  be  inevitable  and  is 
perhaps  that  touch  of  misfortune  which 
we  must  all  learn  to  bear  in  order  to 
keep  our  work  sane  and  human.  What- 
ever the  spiritual  lesson  involved,  we 
shall  bf  glad  when  its  learning  is  over, 
and    ur  Workshop  doing  the  great  serv- 


fully.  An  evening  class  for  men  has 
been  started  for  instruction  in  basketry. 

The  Searchlight  Magazine,  which  was 
an  experiment  in  publishing  a  journal 
for  blind  children,  has  proved  a  great 
success.  The  Searchlight  Committee 
have  given  numerous  parties  for  the  lit- 
tle children  at  the  Lighthouse,  and  have 
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altogether  justified  their  assumption  of 
the  role  of  rays  of  light. 

CLUBS. 

The  Women's  Club  has  grown  in  num- 
bers, and  its  activity  bespeaks  its  health 
and  usefulness.  Whereas  last  year  the 
club  sent  from  its  own  funds  eight  of 
its  members  on  summer  vacations,  this 


The  Men's  Club,  which  was  directed 
by  its  inspiring  late  President,  Mr. 
Patrick,  has  outgrown  its  present 
club  room.  When  tlie  new  Lighthouse 
shall  be  completed,  its  normal  growth 
will  be  free  from  this  artificial  restraint. 
Mr.  Patrick's  report  will  be  found  in  its 
own  place,  but  the  fact  of  the  growth  of 
his  club  more  than  any  written  report 


The  Lighthouse's  Bhnd  Weavers  at  the  Bhnd  Workers'  Exhibition 
(New  York  Association  for  the  Blind) 


year  from  the  result  of  its  efforts  it  was 
able  to  give  sixteen  this  delightful  and 
much  needed  summer  outing.  A  course 
of  lectures  was  given  to  the  club  by 
members  of  the  lecture  staff  of  the  Board 
of  Education.  The  details  of  this  or- 
ganization, which  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting developments  of  the  work,  will 
be  found  in  the  report  of  its  president, 
Miss  Grace  E.  Keator.  As  long  as  her 
devotion  and  ambition  remain  with  the 
club,  its  future  prosperity  is  assured. 


gives  assurance  of  the  quality  of  its 
leadership. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Lighthouse  on  December  8th,  when  the 
Secretary  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
the  thirty  different  institutions  for  the 
blind  visited  by  her  during  her  trip 
abroad  the  previous  summer.  She  also 
spoke  of  the  work  of  this  Association. 
The  Chairmen  of  the  various  commit- 
tees also  gave  their  reports  of  the  year's 
work. 
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The  annual  sale  and  exhibition  of  the 
work  done  by  the  blind  was  held  at  the 
Lighthouse  on  November  30th  and  De- 
cember 1st.  These  sales  and  exhibitions 
serve  not  only  the  purpose  of  augment- 
ing our  income,  but  of  getting  the  public 
to  visit  the  Lighthouse  to  view  the  work, 
both  the  finished  product  and  the  active 
operation ;  it  thus  serves  the  great  pur- 
pose of  educating  the  seeing  public  in 
the  possibilities  that  lie  in  life  for  the 
blind,  if  the  artificial  and  unnecessary 
restrictions  of  enforced  idleness  and  its 
consequent  unhappiness  and  gradual  de- 
generation are  lifted  from  them  by  the 
real  vision  of  society. 

FETE  VALENTINIENNE. 

The  annual  Ball  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind  which  was  held  on  February  14, 
1911,  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  took  the  form 
of  a  Fete  Valentinienne.  The  Fete  was 
opened  by  the  Ballet  Mime  of  "Midas 
and  the  Blind  Girl,"  especially  written 
for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  Robert  Beatty. 
Mrs.  Henry  Seabury  Parker  and  Mrs. 
Ernest  Collier  Brower  in  charge  of  this 
part  of  the  entertainment,  carried  it 
through  with  great  spirit  and  perfection. 
Mr.  Charles  Stewart  Butler,  Chairman 
of  the  Floor  Committee,  organized  a 
large  committee  of  young  men  who  made 
the  Ball  a  great  success.  This  contri- 
bution of  the  young  people  through  their 
annual  Ball  has  become  a  regular  de- 
pendence of  the  Association  as  a  source 
of  funds  for  its  annual  budget.  The  Ball 
is  always  very  gay  and  lovely  and,  be- 
sides being  so  very  welcome  as  a  source 
of  supply,  is  a  happy  relief  for  the  mo- 
ment from  the  other  forms  of  activity 
of  the  Association. 

BLIND  WORKERS'  EXHIBITION. 

So  inherent  is  this  need  for  the  wide- 
spread education  of  the  public  that  a 
Blind  Workers'  Exhibition  was  deter- 
mined upon  and  the  different  associa- 
tions engaged  in  this  kind  of  efifort  were 
invited  to  show  their  work  in  a  general 
gathering  of  all  the  different  aspects  and 
experiments  and  proved  attempt  at  in 


chis  country  at  the  present  time.  The 
Metropolitan  Opera  House  was  secured 
through  the  intercession  of  Mrs.  Borden 
Harriman  and  the  kindness  and  interest 
of  Mr.  Otto  Kahn,  who  presented  the 
plan  to  the  directors,  and  obtained  from 
them  the  generous  gift  of  the  free  use 
of  the  Opera  House  from  April  26th 
to  29th.  The  central  position  of  the 
Opera  House  and  its  great  size  were 
most  important  factors  in  the  success 
of  this  experiment.  When  President 
Taft  accepted  the  invitation  to  open  the 
exhibition  in  person,  we  felt  that  the  in- 
terest of  the  public  would  feel  assured  of 
the  dignity  and  worth  of  the  undertak- 
ing. When  the  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Choate 
became  the  Chairman,  the  success  of  the 
undertaking  from  the  point  of  view  of 
public  prestige  was  assured. 

On  April  26th,  President  Taft,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Choate,  opened  the  exhi- 
bition. He  prefaced  his  remarks  by 
saying : 

"I  am  glad  to  be  present  to-night  and 
lend  my  voice  in  aid  of  and  in  praise 
of  the  work  which  has  been  done  for 
the  last  four  years  under  the  auspices  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
I  understand  the  object  of  this  Associ- 
ation to  be  to  introduce  light  into  the 
lives  of  the  blind  by  work,  to  give  them 
happiness  by  manual  and  intellectual  ac- 
tivity, to  maintain  their  independence 
and  self-respect  by  enabling  them  to  con- 
tribute to  their  own  support  and  to  en- 
able them  to  forget  their  affliction  by 
association  and  by  sharing  their  thoughts 
with  those  who  see.  This  Association  has 
directed  its  attention  in  the  first  place 
to  the  prevention  of  blindness.  May  the 
good  and  generous  people  of  New  York 
who  are  appealed  to  to  support  so  many 
good  causes,  add  to  their  list  of  contri- 
butions substantial  sums  for  the  carrying 
forward  of  this  great  work,  not  merely  a 
charity  to  the  helpless,  but  an  aid  to  the 
self-help  of  those  who  have  the  heavy 
burden  of  blindness  to  carry."  His  ad- 
dress will  be  found  in  full  on  page  78. 

Mr.  Choate  introduced  Miss  Winifred 
Holt,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  who 
at  the  request  of  the  President  and  Mr. 
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Choate,  spoke  briefly  and,  by  Miss  Helen 
Keller's  request,  read  a  letter  from  her. 

Mr.  Choate  also  read  a  letter  from 
Senator  Gore,  whose  blindness  has  not 
interfered  in  any  way  with  his  labors  as 
a  public  servant.  Mr.  Choate's  and  Miss 
Holt's  addresses  are  printed  on  page  76. 
Miss  Keller's  letter  and  Senator  Gore's 
will  be  found  on  page  80. 


Rlind  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Burritt. 
The  gymnastic  work  of  the  men  and  the 
dancing  of  the  girls  were  so  excellent,  in 
and  of  themselves,  irrespective  of  the 
handicap  of  blindness,  that  the  hearts  of 
all  beholders  were  stirred  and  doubt  as 
to  the  capacity  of  the  blind  for  a  wide 
development  and  efficiency  killed  for- 
ever. 


BLIND  ATHLETES 

Pyramid  Building  by  Pupils  of  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  Blind  at  Overbrook  (Blind 

Workers'  Exhibition) 


Over  two  hundred  blind  people  were 
employed  in  demonstrating  their  abilities 
in  occupations  ranging  from  carpentry, 
shoe  making,  broom  making,  to  stenog- 
raphy and  wireless  telegraphy. 

One  of  the  most  picturesque  and  in- 
teresting and  wholly  convincing  exhibi- 
tions of  the  capacity  of  the  blind  was 
made  by  the  delegation  from  Overbrook, 
the    Pennsylvania    Institution    for  the 


During  the  four  days  and  nights  that 
the  exhibition  was  open  blind  actors 
gave  scenes  from  the  Merchant  of  Ven- 
ice. A  blind  orchestra  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  C.  Sticker  performed. 
Mr.  Edwin  Grass  and  Mr.  Wilhelm 
Hahn  generously  gave  their  services  on 
the  opening  evening  and  Mr.  Hahn  most 
kindly  sang  again  the  following  after- 
noon. Conferences  arranged  by  the  Com- 
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mitiee  on  Conference,  of  which  Mr. 
Scandlin  was  the  able  Chairman,  ar- 
ranged a  series  of  talks  in  the  auditorium, 
covering  all  the  features  of  salient  im- 
portance in  the  work  for  the  blind.  Illus- 
trated charts  exhibited  in  the  halls  of  the 
Opera  House  showed  statistically  the 
work  for  the  blind  and  the  agencies  for 
their  benefit  throughout  the  world  and 
explained  methods  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness,  and  ways  for  employing  the 
blind  not  actually  shown  by  artisans  in 
the  building,  and  gave  a  graphic  repre- 
sentation of  the  history  of  their  emanci- 
pation from  the  time  of  the  Pharaohs 
to  our  own.  These  charts  were  consid- 
ered of  such  value  that  various  organiza- 
tions for  social  service,  including  the 
Charity  Organization,  made  a  point  of 
asking  their  delegates  to  study  them. 
They  were  subsequently  loaned  to  the 
Conference  of  Workers  for  the  Blind 
held  at  Overbrook,  Pa.,  and  will  form  a 
permanent  exhibit  in  the  Museum  of 
the  New  Lighthouse. 

One  of  the  unusual  features  of  the 
Exhibition  was  the  printing  of  the  Zieg- 
ler  Magazine.  Mr.  Holmes  gave  a  dem- 
onstration of  the  making  of  this  maga- 
zine for  the  blind  which  through  the 
liberality  and  comprehension  of  the 
needs  of  the  blind  Mrs.  Ziegler's  generos- 
ity has  made  a  reality. 

The  active  interest  and  effective  sug- 
gestions and  help  that  came  from  the 
Home  for  the  Destitute  Blind  went  far 
toward  making  the  success  of  the  exhibi- 
tion. Miss  Tiffany,  who  served  on  the 
Executive  Committee  and  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  that  board,  was  unflagging  in  her 
interest  and  effort. 

The  New  York  Public  Library  and  the 
Board  of  Education  furnished  interesting 
exhibits,  Superintendent  Maxwell  presid- 
ing when  the  blind  children  of  the  public 
schools  gave  their  first  performance. 
Miss  Bingham  and  her  co-operators 
helped  make  the  exhibits  by  the  children 
illuminating  and  interesting. 

The  Industrial  Home  for  Blind  Men 
from  Brooklyn,  under  the  efficient  direc- 
tion of  their  remarkable  blind  Director, 
Mr.  Eben  Morford,  joined  with  their 


usual  heartiness  and  generosity  in  the 
Exhibition. 

EXHIBITIONS  FROM  OTHER  STATES. 

Mr.  Allen,  the  progressive  head  of 
Perkins  Institute  in  Boston,  came  to  us 
with  his  usual  effective  optimism  which 
has  accomplished  so  much  in  the  face  of 
doubt  and  disbelief. 

Mr.  MacAloney  from  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  at 
Pittsburgh,  was  also  one  of  the  most  cor- 
dial and  interested  associates.  It  is  im- 
possible without  reproducing  a  hand 
book  issued  for  that  exhibition  to  give 
any  adequate  notice  of  the  work  done, 
nor  acknowledgment  to  the  devoted  peo- 
ple whose  tireless  efforts  made  the  suc- 
cess of  the  undertaking. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the  Blind  sent  a  number  of  their  work- 
men to  demonstrate  several  unusual  ac- 
tivities for  the  blind  which  they  have 
developed  and  perfected.  This  exhibi- 
tion of  the  men  working  attracted  much 
interest  and  comment. 

WHERE  THANKS  ARE  DUE. 

Of  the  many  people  who  gave  their 
constant  effort  and  energies  toward  mak- 
ing each  section  of  the  Exhibition  reach 
the  high  level  planned  and  hoped  for,  we 
cannot  speak  with  sufficient  gratitude. 
Hearty  thanks  are  due  to  all  those  al- 
ready named  in  this  account  of  the  Exhi- 
bition, especially  to  President  Taft,  the 
directors  and  staff  of  the  Opera  House, 
to  the  Boy  Scouts,  and  to  the  many  dele- 
gates from  other  States,  including  Mr. 
John  Cadwalader,  the  President  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  at 
Overbrook,  for  bringing  the  inestimable 
co-operation  of  that  institution,  and  to 
Mr.  Olan  H.  Burritt,  Superintendent,  for 
his  svmpathy,  suggestions,  presence  and 
invaluable  co-operation. 

Miss  Gertrude  Robinson-Smith  opened 
an  executive  office  for  the  Exhibition, 
and  with  an  energy  and  capacity  seldom 
found  in  anything  but  professional  work, 
devoted  herself  to  the  trying  task  of  the 
innumerable  details  which  always  arise 
frequently  to  the  confusion  and  exasper- 
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ation  of  the  workers  in  a  large  and  com- 
plicated temporary  organization  of  this 
kind.  Miss  Robinson-Smith  followed  this 
active  and  wearing  preparation  by  efifect- 
ive  work  at  the  sales  table,  of  which  she 
was  Chairman.  On  this  committee  she 
had  gathered  a  large  number  of  very 
capable  helpers. 

All  honor  to  Mr.  William  V.  King  and 
Mr.  Howard  Bayne,  who  acted  as  Treas- 
urers; to  Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg,  our 
trustee,  who  by  his  gift  of  $1,000  showed 
his  belief  in  the  undertaking  and  by  his 
faith  emboldened  us  to  realize  it. 

We  must  however  make  a  special  ac- 
knowledgment to  Mr.  George  Blumen- 
thal  for  his  Chairmanship  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  However  high  our  ideals 
and  however  large  our  plans  no  effort 
and  no  devotion  can  come  to  fruitage 
without  the  capable  administration  of  the 
finances  required.  The  Chairmanship  of 
the  Finance  Committee  is  not  a  position 
bringing  any  pleasure  or  gratification 
worth  its  exercise  other  than  the  approv- 
al of  a  mind  and  conscience  which  can 
say  well  done  at  the  completion  of  a 
task  often  irksome  and  too  frequently 
ungratefully  regarded.  To  Mr.  Blumen- 
thal  we  offer  our  hearty  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation. 

Major-General  Charles  Roe  took  the 
heavy  responsibility  of  the  safety  and 
peace  of  the  exhibition.  He  as  chairman 
and  the  members  of  the  Floor  Committee 
were  ideal  guardians  of  the  public,  and 
especially  of  our  distinguished  guests. 

One  of  the  committees  calling  for  the 
most  devotion  and  good  management 
was  the  Hospitality  Committee.  The 
Chairman,  Mr.  Bradley  Stoughton,  suc- 
cessfully looked  after  the  accommoda- 
tion, comfort  and  entertainment  of  all 
our  blind  visitors,  some  three  hundred  in 
number.  This  was  an  undertaking  of 
moment.  He  was  assisted  by  a  very  cap- 
able committee,  among  the  most  active 
of  whom  were  Mr.  Roland  Palmer,  Dr. 
Sydney  Carney,  Mr.  Francis  Newton, 
and  Mrs.  Ernest  Bigelow.  It  is  no  small 
matter  in  a  busy  town  like  this  for  peo- 
ple to  give  their  time  and  energy  to  work 
of  this  kind,  and  the  singular  success  at- 


tending their  efforts  bespeaks  a  single- 
hearted  devotion. 

Thanks  are  due  to  Mrs.  Harriman, 
Mrs.  Irvin,  Mrs.  Morgan,  Mrs.  Bel- 
mont, Mr.  Bosworth,  the  architect,  Mr. 
Fellows  Morgan,  and  Mr.  Sooysmith, 
his  able  assistant,  who  contributed  their 
services  and  were  responsible  for  the 
beautiful  artistic  features  in  the  Opera 
House.  Mr.  Blashfield,  with  his  unfail- 
ing generosity  gave  us  a  beautiful  and 
fitting  design  for  our  poster. 

SIGNIFICANCE    OF    THE  EXHIBITION. 

The  object  lesson  afforded  to  the  pub- 
lic of  what  the  blind  with  training  and 
opportunity  can  accomplish  has  already 
changed  the  atmosphere  to  the  New 
York  blind ;  has  restricted  somewhat  the 
impulse  to  patronize  the  blind  man  and 
to  give  him  pennies ;  has  strengthened 
the  wish  to  put  those  pennies  towards 
having  him  properly  trained  and  to  offer 
him  a  chance  to  work  in  the  same  world. 
The  force  of  the  exhibit  was  sufficient  to 
be  felt  in  China  and  Japan  and  the  words 
of  Mr.  Patrick,  President  of  the  Blind 
Men's  Club,  himself  blind,  have  proven 
true,  for  the  Blind  Workers'  Exhibition 
meant  hope  for  the  blind,  emancipation 
for  the  blind,  and  an  object  lesson  which 
the  blind  seeing  public  could  not  prevent 
noticing.  The  spirit  of  co-operation 
brought  out  by  the  gathering  under  the 
roof  of  the  Metropolitan  of  information 
from  exhibits  or  representatives  from 
every  activity  for  the  blind  was  immeas- 
urably beneficial. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  where  the  in- 
fluence of  this  unique  international  ex- 
hibit will  cease,  but  the  great  lighthouse 
which  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  audi- 
torium and  illuminated  the  scene  was 
typical  of  the  light  which  has  been  shed 
on  the  problems  of  darkness  and  each 
person  who  read  of  the  exhibit  or  saw 
it  is  to-day  more  an  enemy  of  darkness 
and  a  greater  friend  of  giving  to  our 
blind  light  through  work.  Its  success  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Choate  are  graphically 
credited  to  its  instigator,  our  Secretary, 
of  whom  he  said :  "That  such  great 
things  could  come  from  such  small  be- 
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ginnings  is  due  to  a  certain  concentra- 
tion of  human  energy  which  has  seldom 
been  surpassed.  It  is  all  embodied,  con- 
centrated in  one  human  form,  an  embod- 
iment, I  might  call  it,  of  human  radium 
whose  energy  is  absolutely  inexhaust- 
ible ;  and  you  all  know  to  whom  I  refer 
when  I  mention  Miss  Winifred  Holt." 

An  appeal  for  a  new  Lighthouse  was 
sent  out  in  May  in  a  circular  letter 
signed  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate  and 
Bishop  Greer.  So  much  understanding 
of  the  meaning  of  this  kind  of  work  in 
both  its  economic  and  human  aspects  has 
grown  up  in  society  at  large  and  among 
the  friends  of  the  Association,  that  sub- 
scriptions followed  the  appeal  encour- 
agingly. The  first  move  of  the  Asso- 
ciation from  Miss  Holt's  house  to  our 
present  quarters  seemed  at  the  time  it 
was  made  a  strong  development  in  our 
rational  growth.  However  great  the 
self-sacrifice  of  our  earnest  and  devoted 
Secretary,  the  fact  that  the  work  of  the 
Association  filled  every  cranny  of  her 
house  was  in  itself  a  testimony  to  the 
need  of  the  work  and  a  reproach  upon 
the  Association  in  not  having  those 
needs  more  properly  and  suitably  filled 
by  the  people  who  only  waited  to  know 
in  order  to  help.  We  have  now  been 
for  four  years  in  our  present  quarters, 
which  have  grown  so  cramped  that  they 
most  uncomfortably  limit  the  work,  and 
now  once  more  understanding  and  sym- 
pathetic friends  are  making  it  possible 
for  us  to  go  on.  So  cordial  a  response 
has  met  this  efifort  to  house  properly 
these  brave  and  believing  workers  that 
we  are  going  forward  with  our  plans 
for  the  new  building  in  the  faith  that 
the  considerable  remaining  funds  neces- 


sary will  be  given  us  by  those  who,  see- 
ing, understand. 

A  vacation  house  for  the  blind  has 
been  presented  to  the  Association  by  Mrs. 
Emma  L.  Hardy,  of  Ossinning,  who  has 
given  us  a  country  place  at  Cornwall- 
on-Hudson  to  be  known  as  the  Emma  L, 
Hardy  Memorial  Home.  For  people 
stricken  suddenly  blind  and  those  blind 
who  have  not  had  proper  care  and  so 
have  become  aenemic  and  run  down  such 
a  place  is  beyond  all  estimating  in  its 
value  for  recuperation.  To  have  a  place 
where  people  can  grow  strong  enough 
to  work,  where  energies  and  hopes  may 
follow  on  returning  health  is  an  invalu- 
able asset  for  the  Association. 

I  have  spoken  briefly  during  this  re- 
port of  various  people  who  have  ren- 
dered us  special  service,  but  of  the  sol- 
diers in  the  ranks,  the  voluntary  workers 
and  the  paid  workers  who  year  after 
year  give  of  their  best  in  devotion  to  the 
ideals  of  the  Association,  no  words  can 
be  said.  It  is  that  quality  of  service 
which  goes  to  pave  the  way  for  the  bet- 
ter time  we  look  forward  to  with  trust 
in  the  years  to  come. 

Miss  Holt's  work  still  continues  as  in- 
defatigable, as  ardent,  as  effective  as  in 
the  very  beginning,  when  the  hopes  for 
the  Association  were  great  but  vague, 
and  its  trials  yet  to  be  lived  through. 
That  she  will  bring  it  to  be  a  reality  of 
the  vision  she  held  we  have  all  come  to 
believe;  too  much  honor  cannot  be  given 
her.  As  President  Taft  said  at  the  Blind 
Workers'  Exhibition,  "such  is  the  nature 
of  the  work  she  is  doing  that  she  is  en- 
titled to  the  voice  of  every  lover  of  his 
kind  in  effecting  her  purpose." 

Mary  A.  Hewitt, 
Chairman. 


"Despite  all  difficulties  we  must  press  on  to  the  light." 

"Home  associations  are  for  the  blind  as  precious  as  for  you.  We  must  not 
wall  up  the  blind." — Henry  Fawcett,  the  Blind  Postmaster-General  of  England. 


WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF  FOR  THE  YEAR  1911. 


REGISTRATION  BUREAU. 


On  file  at  the  office  of  the  Association 
is  the  census  taken  for  the  Commission 
for  the  Blind.  It  includes :  Reports  of 
over  10,000  individuals.  In  the  State 
over  7,000  who  have  been  classified  as 
blind.  The  Association  has  been  in  touch 
with  over  7,000  blind  people.  It  has  rec- 
ords in  full  of  2,648  blind  in  Greater 
New  York  (the  names  of  87  people  de- 
ceased during  the  year  were  removed 
from  city  census) .  Catalogs  giving  the  in- 
stitutions and  literature  and  occupations 
for  the  blind  (as  far  as  possible) 
throughout  the  world.  Collection  of 
press  clippings  of  educational  use  in  our 
work. 

EDUCATIONAL  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Secretary  has  given  talks  in  dif- 
ferent places  on  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness and  on  work  for  the  blind  illustrated 
by  lantern  slides,  and  shown  exhibits  of 
work  done  by  the  blind. 

The  Special  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  has  distributed  33,- 
693  leaflets  and  pamphlets.  It  has  con- 
tinued its  efforts  in  securing  the  co-oper- 
ation of  medical  bodies,  health  boards 
and  nursing  associations  to  decrease  pre- 
ventable blindness.  Talks  have  been  giv- 
en by  the  officers  of  the  Association  and 
the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Special 
Committee  and  exhibitions  of  descriptive 
screens  held  at  various  conferences  (for 
details  see  report  of  Chairman  of  Special 
Committee,  page  85). 
Institutions  here  and  abroad  visited 

and  studied  bv  the  Association's 

officers  and  staif¥  during  1911   33 

Institutions  studied  in  our  five  years 

over   ...  400 

Blind  children  receiving  no  education 

referred  this  year  to  public  schools  1 1 

LEGISLATION  OBTAINED. 

For  the  prevention  -of  blindness  and  an 
amendment  of  the  Education  Law  mak- 
ing education  for  the  blind  compulsory. 

HOME  TEACHING. 

This  important  phase  of  our  work  has 
shown  great  growth  and  the  visits  made 


by  our  stafi^  of  Home  Teachers  are  most 
helpful  in  training  the  blind  men  and 
women  who  are  unable  to  attend  our 
workshop  or  Lighthouse  classes. 

Instruction  is  given  in  chair  caning, 
basketry,  knitting,  bead  work,  crocheting, 
sewing,  typewriting,  reading,  mop  mak- 
ing and  music. 

Number  of  visits  made  during  year 
ending  Nov.  1,  1911   3,734 

Number  of  visits  made  by  Home 
Teachers  during  1910  2.945 

Gain  over  1910   789 

W^ORKSHOP. 

Report  for  year  ending  Nov.  1,  1911: 

Chairs  caned  (1911)   4,661 

Chairs  caned  (1910)   2,999 

Gain  over  1910  1,062 

Wages  paid  to  men  9,610.88 

Receipts  of  sales  20,589.37 

Brooms  manufactured  (1911)  .. .  .51,348 
Brooms  manufactured  (1910) . .  .  .45,176 

Gain  over  1910   6,172 

November  1,  1911 : 

Blind  men  employed    39 

Instructive  department    12 

Piece  workers   27 

Total   number  of  men  employed 

during  year    50 

CLASSES  FOR  WOMEN. 

Number  of  pupils  in  classes   56 

Daily  instruction  is  given  in  silk  and 
linen  weaving,  rug  weaving,  power  ma- 
chine, sewing,  knitting,  crocheting,  bead 
w'ork,  basketry  and  pottery.  Weekly 
classes  are  held  for  cooking,  machine  and 
plain  sewing,  physical  culture  and  danc- 
ing. Individual  instruction  is  given  in 
tvpewriting,  stenography,  phonograph 
dictation  and  reading,  writing,  etc. 

CLASSES  FOR  MEN. 

A  class  in  basketry  is  held  for  men  on 
Thursday  evenings.  Individual  instruc- 
tion has  also  been  given  in  typewriting, 
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phonograph  dictation,  switchboard  oper- 
ating and  reading. 

Number  of  pupils  instructed   15 

CLOTHING  BUREAU. 

This  Bureau  has  beeen  a  great  help  to 
the  blind  in  providing  them  or  the  needy 
members  of  their  families  with  clothing 
at  low  prices  or  in  many  cases  free. 
Number  of  articles  distributed  dur- 
ing the  year    857 

TICKET  BUREAU. 

This  Bureau,  of  which  the  Association 
is  an  outgrowth,  has  shown  a  corre- 
sponding increase  with  the  other  activ- 
ities. 

The  number  of  tickets  distributed 
through  the  year  for  concerts, 
lectures,  operatic  and  theatrical 
performances    1,702 

Distributed  since  its  foundation  in 
1905  12,576 

CLUBS. 

Number  of  meetings  held  by  Blind 
Men's  Improvement  Club  for  the 
year    23 

Men  reached  through  the  Club  ....  230 

Number  of  meetings  held  by 
Women's  Club  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind   18 

Women  reached  through  the  Club.  .  210 

SEARCHLIGHT  COMMITTEE. 

The  work  of  this  committee  has  met 
with  great  success  and  justifies  its  for- 
mation. The  children  who  are  on  the 
Searchlight  list  have  come  to  look  upon 
the  committee  members  as  real  friends, 
and  the  Lighthouse,  owing  to  the  parties 
which  have  been  given  for  them  there,  as 
a  most  delightful  place. 

SEARCHLIGHT  MAGAZINE. 

The  many  letters  received  from  librar- 
ians, teachers  of  the  blind  and  the  chil- 
dren themselves  have  proved  the  wisdom 
of  issuing  this  magazine.  Four  members 
have  appeared  up  to  date  and  our  mail- 
ing list  is  growing  in  response  to  the  re- 
quest we  have  for  more  copies. 


SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

This  year  the  Association  has  had  at 
its  office  about  three  thousand  visitors. 
This  Association  has  been  in  touch  with 
four  thousand  blind  persons  through  cor- 
respondence and  visits  made  by  them  to 
the  Lighthouse.  These  blind  people  have 
been  referred,  where  possible,  to  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  our  work,  includ- 
ing the  Workshop  for  Blind  Men,  Home 
Teaching,  Women's  Classes,  Men's 
Classes  and  Private  Instruction,  for 
which  figures  are  given  elsewhere.  Cases 
which  have  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
these  activities  have  been  considered  by 
our  Social  Service  Committee  or  re- 
ferred to  other  agencies. 
The  committee  has  this  year  been  in 


touch  with    559 

Number  of  cases  for  which  especial 
information  and  advice  have  been 
given  by  this  committee  this  year.  188 
Individual  cases  considered  by  the 
committee  at  its  bi-monthly  meet- 
ings   97 

Referred  to  other  agencies  for  the 

blind    37 

Referred  to  public  or  private  agen- 
cies   56 

Referred  to  our  oculists   64 

Referred  to  our  physicians   55 

Referred  to  dentists    8 

Visited  in  their  homes  by  S.  S.  phy- 
sicians   9 

Placed  in  hospitals  or  convalescent 

homes    7 

Placed  in  homes   9 

Permits  or  licenses  obtained   9 

Placed  in  positions  with  seeing.  ...  4 
People  started  in  home  industries 
and  business  ventures  by  loans, 

equipment,  etc   9 

People    given    financial   relief,  or 

helped  with  loans   27 

Vacations  obtained  for  (from  1  to 

10  weeks)    35 

Legal  services  secured  for   5 

Patrons  secured  for  tuners   23 

Musical  scholarships  obtained   2 

People  for  whom  traveling  expenses 


or  railroad  fares  were  paid   8 

Christmas  dinners  sent   5C 
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Invalids  provided  regularly  with 
delicacies    20 

Bunches  of  flowers  distributed  in 
classes,  homes  and  institutions. . .  710 

Sewing-  machines  given  or  loaned  to 
pupils  in  their  homes   5 

Shorthand  machines  loaned  to  pu- 
pils in  their  homes   4 

Typewriters  loaned  or  given   6 

ANNUAL  SALE. 

The  annual  sale  was  held  on  Novem- 
ber 30th  and  December  1st,  and  netted 
$540.01. 

Articles  sold  were  contributed  by  our 
class  of  Home  Teaching  pupils  and  by 
outside  consignors. 

GRANDE  FETE  VALENTINIENNE. 

Held  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  February 
14th,  in  order  to  raise  funds  for  the  As- 
sociation's current  expenses. 

BLIND  workers'  EXHIBITION. 

Held  under  the  auspices  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind  and  other 
organizations  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
House,  April  26th  to  29th  inclusive. 
Designed  to  show  how  the  blind  are  edu- 
cated, how  they  are  trained  to  useful 
occupations,  the  marketable  quality  of 
their  productions,  and  to  secure  a  wider 
acknowledgment  of  their  possibilities.  It 
is  estimated  that  about  25,000  people  at- 
tended the  exhibition  during  its  eight 
sessions. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

The  plan  inaugurated  in  1909  of  bring- 
ing the  older  women  from  their  homes 
and  giving  them  an  occasional  afternoon 
of  music  and  refreshment  has  been  a 
very  great  success.  The  parties  have 
been  held  at  the  Lighthouse  on  Saturday 
afternoons  and  have  usually  had  dis- 
tinctive features.  We  have  had  during 
the  year  a  Harvest  Supper,  a  Carol 
Party,  a  Washington's  Birthday  Tea,  a 
Kaf¥ee  Klatsch,  a  Strawberry  Festival 
and  a  Peach  Tea. 

Two  Open-air  Smokers  with  Music. 

BLACKWELL's  ISLAND. 

The  monthly  entertainments  given  for 


the  blind  inmates  of  the  City  Home  on 
Blackwell's  Island  have  continued.  As 
last  year,  the  great  success  of  this  fea- 
ture has  been  due  to  the  blind  members 
of  the  committee  having  it  in  charge.  In 
most  cases  the  entertainment  has  been 
given  by  the  blind,  as  experience  has 
proved  that  they  give  the  greatest  pleas- 
ure to  the  sightless  audience,  and  a 
small  fund  has  been  raised  for  engaging 
them  for  this  purpose. 


HOME  TEACHING. 

Visits  2,426 

Braille    236 

Moon    84- 

Music    108 

Caning    448 

Knitting  and  Crocheting   288 

^5ewmg     27 

Typewriting    25 

Mop  making   2 

Basketry    90 


3,734 

CLASSES  FOR  WOMEN. 
MODELLING. 

Weaving   20 

Sewing   11 

Cooking    8 

Dancing    8 

Typewriting    4 

Stenography    1 

Switchboard    3 

Braille  music   1 

56 

CLASSES  FOR  MEN. 
BEAD  WORK. 

Basketry   10 

Typewriting    3 

Switchboard    2 


15 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Carol  Party. 

Washington's  Birthday  Party. 
Strawberry  Festival. 
Peach  Tea. 
Kaffee  Klatsch. 
Harvest  Supper. 
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SEARCHLIGHT  PARTIES. 

Hallowe'en. 

Christmas. 

June. 

Blackwell's  Isfand  Parties  have  been 
given  monthly. 

Special  teaching  has  been  given  to  the 
blind  in  Cooking,  Washing,  Ironing,  Pre- 
paring Vegetables,  Tying  Knots  in 
Ropes  and  Strings,  Typewriting  from 
the  Phonograph,  Wireless  Telegraphy, 
English,  French  and  German. 

OUTINGS. 

The  Men's  Club  and  the  Women's 
Club  each  had  outings  in  July  to  Mid- 
land Beach,  S.  I.  A  series  of  weekly  out- 
ings was  inaugurated  for  the  women  in 
July.  They  were  taken  in  small  groups 
for  a  day  at  the  seashore,  and  it  has  been 
decided  to  make  this  a  regular  feature 
of  our  summer  work.  The  men  employ- 
ed in  the  shop  arranged  an  outing  and 
spent  a  day  at  Coney  Island. 


ARTICLES  SOLD  TO  THE  BLIND. 

Writing  appliances,  slates,  stilis,  ma- 
chines, writing  frames,  paper,  card- 
board, books,  music,  self-threading 
needles,  silks,  worsted,  yarn,  rafia,  cane, 
beads,  clay,  games,  checker-boards, 
chess-boards,  puzzle  cards,  dominos,  toys, 
watches,  pictures,  puzzles,  etc.  Clothing 
of  all  kinds. 

ARTICLES   SOLD  TO  THE   PUBLIC   IN  GEN- 
ERAL MADE  BY  THE  BLIND. 

Whisks,  brooms,  dust  cloths,  aprons, 
children's  clothes,  furniture,  pottery,  toys, 
knitted  and  crocheted  articles,  woven 
articles,  curtains,  draperies,  cushions, 
laces,  embroidered  portfolios,  bags  and 
card  cases,  Christmas  cards  and  books. 

Our  workers  cane  chairs,  give  mas- 
sage, tune  pianos,  do  typewriting,  stenog- 
raphy, typewriting  from  the  phono- 
graph, cooking,  candy  making,  sewing  by 
hand  and  machine,  and  act  as  agents  for 
hosiery,  coffee,  tea,  stationery,  books, 
magazines,  Christmas  and  Easter  cards, 
etc. 


From  a  Letter  from  Miss  Helen  Keller 

Much  that  is  inspiring  has  been  accomplished  by  the  Association  in  the  few 
years  since  it  was  organized.  It  has  found  new  and  profitable  occupations  for 
the  sightless.  It  employed  the  first  blind  stenographer  in  the  city  and  the  first 
blind  operator  of  a  telephone  switch-board.  It  opened  an  industrial  class  to 
which  blind  girls  could  go,  and  still  live  at  home.  It  formed  the  first  club  for 
blind  men  and  another  for  women.  It  persuaded  the  public  schools  of  New 
York  to  admit  blind  pupils.  It  started  the  only  Braille  Magazine  in  the  country 
for  little  sightless  children.  Its  most  important  and  far-reaching  achievement 
was  to  establish  the  first  lay  committee  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  in  New 
York.  Now  the  quarters  of  the  Association  are  outgrown.  It  needs  more 
room;  that  means  it  needs  more  money,  and  that  its  work  is  a  vitally  necessary 
and  growing  work. 

Helen  Keller. 


LIGHT    THROUGH  WORK 

THE  SEAL  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


HOW  THE  BLIND  AND  THE  SEEING  CAN  HELP  US 
Spread  the  propaganda  to  stop  blindness. 

Tell  us  of  any  blind  or  seeing  men,  women  or  children  whom  we  can  help 
or  who  will  help  us. 

Give  us  flowers,  fruit,  candy,  food  and  old  clothes. 

Lend  us  your  carriages,  motors,  yachts  and  country  places.  We  can  make 
good  use  of  them- — and  won't  hurt  them. 

Send  us  your  concert,  theatre,  lecture  tickets  and  opera  boxes — as  long  in 
advance  of  performances  as  possible. 

Send  us  your  musical  friends  who  sing  and  play,  and  your  actor  friends  to 
declaim. 

Buy  and  sell  tickets  and  boxes  for  our  annual  benefit. 

Come  to  the  Lighthouse  and  bring  your  friends,  your  criticisms  and 
suggestions. 

Use  our  Blind  menders  of  umbrellas  and  clocks.  Our  agents  for  hosiery, 
cofifee,  stationery,  and  our  blind  agents  for  books,  magazines,  Christmas  and 
Easter  cards.  Employ  our  Blind  tuners.  There  are  none  better.  Use  our 
masseurs  and  masseuses. 
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A  BLIND  PIANO  TUNER 
He  Holds  an  Autograph  Letter  of  Recommendation  from  Saint  Saens,  whose  Piano  He  has 
Tuned  (Blind  Workers'  Exhibition) 
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Buy  good  articles  made  by  the  Blind.  Our  dusters,  aprons  of  all  kinds, 
whisk  brooms,  baskets,  beads,  candles  and  lamp  shades.  Prettily  knitted  and 
crochetted  thing's  for  the  baby — made  in  clean,  sunny  rooms.  Filmy  wraps  to 
keep  the  draft  off  Grandma's  back  and  woolly  slippers  to  keep  her  feet  warm. 

Let  us  cane  your  chairs — and  furnish  you  with  wood  boxes  and  furniture 
made  by  Blind  carpenters. 

Order  from  our  looms  curtains  and  beautiful  woven  draperies  and  furniture 
covering- — for  your  summer  house  there  are  substantial  hemp,  silky  cushions 
indifferent  to  sun  or  damp.    The  blind  are  the  best  for  this  work. 

BUY 

For  the  blind  tools,  writing  appliances,  books,  magazines,  cards  in  raised 
print,  toys,  games  and  machines  of  special  use. 

Buy  your  birthday,  wedding  and  Christmas  presents  of  us.  We  have  beau- 
tiful gold  and  silver  embroidered  portfolios,  card  cases,  bags,  tea  trays  and 
other  beautiful  and  exquisitely  made  and  finished  articles.  Not  as  expensive 
as  at  Tiffany's. 

WE    HOLD    OUR    MARKET    SOLELY    ON    MERIT  AND  SELL 
NOTHING  THAT  IS    NOT   AS    WELL   MADE  AS  CAN  BE 
HAD    IN   THE    SEEING    STORES.     WE    DO  NOT 
APPEAL  TO  THE, EYES  OF  PITY  IN  OUR  SHOP. 

GIVE  US  ALL  THE  GOOD  WILL  AND  MONEY  WHICH  YOU  CAN  REASONABLY 
SPEND— AND  MUCH  MORE.  We  need  all  you  can  give  and  we  can  use  anything 
from  a  bent  hairpin  to  a  Corinthian  mausoleum  or  a  million-dollar  donation. 


LETTER  FROM  A  BLIND  MAN  WHO,  THROUGH  THE  ASSOCIATION,  IS 

SELF-SUPPORTING. 

May  God  bless  all  those  who  have  not  forgotten  us.  It  is  not  an  easy  task,  which  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  has  undertaken,  in  educating  the  sightless,  but  if  they 
have  teachers,  with  such  patience,  they  cannot  fail  to  succeed  in  elevating  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  Blind  in  this  city.  God  bless  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  in  its 
work,  and  those  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  aiding  to  better  our  condition. 

I  beg  to  remain.  Very  respectfully  yours, 


"It  is  not  so  wretched  to  be  blind  as  it  is  not  to  be  capable  of  enduring  blind- 
ness. Work  alone  can  make  blindness  endurable  or  acceptable." — Henry  Faw- 
cett,  the  Blind  Postmaster-Genera!  of  England. 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SEAL 


"LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK" 

(The  Motto  of  the  Association) 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND 


MISS  WINIFRRD  HOLT. 


We  rejoice  that  our  fight  against  dark- 
ness is  beginning  to  tell ;  the  blind  are 
finding  the  light,  and  instinctively  turn 
for  it  to  our  "Lighthouse." 

The  work  accomplished  for  the  blind 
in  this-  State  and  in  America  during  the 
five  years  of  the  Association's  work, 
makes  us  feel  that  we  have  reason  for  a 
very  happy  birthday.  It  is  our  privilege 
and  duty  to  report  our  stewardship  to  our 
old  friends,  and  to  tell  our  new  friends 
the  conditions  which  we  have  combated, 
and  what  we  have  accomplished,  thanks 
to  the  sinews  of  finance  and  various 
forms  of  co-operation  with  which  they 
have  helped  us,  and  what  we  have  still  to 


do  to  approach  our  ideals.  A  brief  ac- 
count rendered  to  the  public  by  the  As- 
sociation will  be  found  on  pages  xv,  xvi. 
This  report  endeavors  to  give  the  person- 
al side  of  our  work,  when  possible,  ex- 
pressed by  our  blind  co-workers  and  our 
wards. 

For  those  interested  in  fuller  detail 
than  space  permits,  copies  of  the  former 
reports  of  the  Association  will  be  gladly 
sent  on  application  to  our  office.  No.  118 
E.  59th  Street,  New  York. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

As  we  are  continually  being  asked  con- 
cerning the  origin  of  the  Association,  we 


Copyright,  1911,  by  Edwin  H.  Blash field 

LOVE  AND  THE  BLIND 
Especially  drawn  by  him  for  the  Fete  Valentinienne,  February  14,  1911. 
Presented  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
On  the  scroll  surrounding  the  blind  child  are  the  words 
"HELP  US  WITH  YOUR  GOLD  TOWARDS  THE  MORE 
PRECIOUS  GOLD  WHICH  IS  THE  LIGHT" 
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have  reprinted  from  our  first  report,  on 
pages  1  to  7,  extracts  from  an  article  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Commitee. 

THE  UNDISCOVERED  BLIND. 

At  the  time  of  the  Association's  form- 
ation, the  whereabouts  of  the  bUnd  in  this 
State  could  not  be  discovered.  The  only 
list  obtainable  contained  about  a  thousand 
names,  a  large  number  of  which  were 
bogus  and  had  false  addresses,  which  in- 
dicated that  the  blind  people  lived  either 
in  the  river  or  often  in  empty  lots. 

WHAT  OUR  CENSUS  SHOWED  THROUGHOUT 
THE  STATE. 

Upon  the  formation  of  the  Association 
in  the  home  of  its  founders,  a  census  was 
immediately  started,  and  returns  were 
obtained  on  9,585  cases.  The  Association 
was  incorporated  as  a  State  Organiza- 
tion. Its  census  work  was  throughout 
the  State,  and  its  plan,  as  soon  as  funds 
permitted,  to  work  throughout  the  State. 
Lighthouse  No.  2,  founded  in  Buffalo  by 
the  Association's  Secretary,  was  the  first 
effort  in  this  direction. 

BLIND  IN  POOR  HOUSES,  ASYLUMS,  ETC. 

The  statistics  drawn  from  the  census 
by  the  Volunteer  Director  of  Census, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood,  then  Miss 
Edith  Holt,  showed  an  extraordinary 
number  of  blind  people  in  lunatic  asy- 
lums, poor  houses  and  even  prisons.  Let- 
ters were  received  from  intelligent  blind 
in  the  poor  house,  asking  to  be  released 
from  there  and  given  a  chance  to  become 
wage-earners.  On  careful  study,  it  was 
discovered  that  much  illness  and  even  in- 
sanity was  produced  by  lack  of  employ- 
ment and  consequent  interest  in  life. 

BLIND  CHILDREN. 

We  found  that  many  blind  children, 
even  after  twelve  and  fourteen  years  of 
schooling,  often  became  objects  of  charity 
and  not  infrequently  drifted  at  once  into 
beggary,  the  poor  house,  or  homes  only 
suitable  for  the  aged  and  infirm.  Often 
the  teaching  of  the  blind  child  was  so 
poor  that  he  was  unfitted  to  do  anything 


by  which  he  could  turn  an  honest  penny, 
and  not  infrequently  he  had  been  taught 
nothing,  even  badly,  by  which  he  could 
attempt  to  become  a  wage-earner.  In 
New  York  over  300  blind  children  were 
receiving  no  education. 

CHILDREN  NEEDLESSLY  BLIND. 

The  schools  for  the  blind  contained 
often  as  much  as  one-third  of  the  pupils 
who  had  been  blinded  through  criminal 
carelessness  by  infant  ophthalmia.  Pre- 
vention of  blindness,  though  recognized 
by  the  medical  profession,  was  practi- 
cally unthought  of  by  the  public  and  no 
lay  efforts  to  stop  blindness  were  at- 
tempted. 

ADULT  BLIND  DRIVEN  TO  BEG  OR  STEAL. 

The  adult  blind,  those  who  lost  their 
sight  after  school  days,  proved  to  be 
more  than  three-quarters  of  the  entire 
number  of  the  blind.  For  these  the  State 
made  no  provision.  Private  philanthropy 
offered  a  few  homes  (always  over-crowd- 
ed and  suitable  only  for  the  superanu- 
ated  and  invalid)  and  one  small  work- 
shop for  blind  men  in  Brooklyn;  other- 
wise, unless  a  blind  person  happened  to 
be  a  capitalist,  or  had  a  family  to  look 
after  him,  he  was  forced,  for  lack  of 
training,  to  live  on  charity,  beggary,  or 
to  take  refuge  on  account  of  his  blind- 
ness with  paupers  or  criminals. 

AGED  AND  INFIRM  BLIND  CUT  OFF  FROM 
HOME  TIES. 

The  aged  and  infirm  blind,  sometimes 
ruthlessly  separated  from  their  relatives 
and  the  home  ties  made  doubly  dear  to 
them  by  their  affliction,  were  placed  in  in- 
stitutions for  the  blind,  or  were  forced  to 
exist  as  best  they  could  in  their  homes, 
without  any  agency  to  teach  them  how  to 
make  life  interesting  through  learning 
some  simple  occupation  with  which  to 
while  away  their  hours  of  unrelieved 
darkness. 

BLIND  SUICIDES — FOR  LACK  OF  HOPE. 

The  Association's  census  showed  un- 
questionably that  the  blind  were  not  con- 
tent with  their  condition  and  in  order  to 
escape  from  it  not  infrequently  did  away 
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with  themselves.    It  showed  that  there  accidents,  lack  of  proper  safety  devices 

was  an  enormous  amount  of  loss  of  sight,  in  factories  (where  their  eyes  were  men- 

not   only  from   infantile  blindness,  but  aced  by  steel  and  glass  filings,  deadly 

from  lack  of  proper  conditions  of  light-  gases,  etc.),  improper  lighting  in  tene- 

ing  of  school  rooms,  proper  care  of  chil-  ment    houses,  tailoring  establishments, 

dren  sufifering  from  diseases  like  measles  shops,  etc. 


PREVENTION 
w  OF  BLINDNESS 

70,000  E>'cs  Need  IcssI)' Lost 


Neglect 
and  Abuse  « 
21.000 


!R  llllle  care  at  birth  would  l^n  c  s.w  cd  3o.000ot.s 
Iramdiaie  trealmcnl  jnd  proper  cait  would  kwx  savid  ahoiil  _l,000cvcs 

Industrial  Precautions   ■•   iZOOOcws 

}1  sane  fourth  of  J ul_y  overGOtVvN 

70.000  Eyes  sacrificed  through 
carelessness  and  ignorance. 

Cost  in  mone>'  +0  Society  aboul 
♦IZ.OOOOOQcvcr^  year. 

Com  III  (//ir  for  !  >/  v  /  c/i  fio'i 
.  \'cL-f/ssori(i/MiJbr  (Jic'S/iih/ 


PREVEINTIOIN 
OF  BLINDNESS 


<The  Fatal  Towel 


ihe  common  carrier  of  e^e  disease. 

//  /t/r/cs  m  o//icc.  yacforj/.  Ao/c/. 
store,  sc/iaol ,  sprcadi/ic/  disease 
from  ei/e  /o  ej/e. 


N 


ever  u 


se  it. 


dm/M/Avfor  '/^crc/i/Zo// 


Charts  Showing  Preventable  Causes  of  Blindness  (Blind  Workers'  Exhiliition,  New  York 

Association  for  the  Blind) 

and  scarlet  fever,  which  often,  if  not  cur-  prevention  of  blindness. 

tailed,  produce  blindness,  that  many  lost  The    Association    observed   that  all 

their  sight  from  Fourth  of  July  acci-  forms  of  dissipation  were  apt  to  re-act  on 

dents,  that  the  adult  blind  lost  the  use  the  eyes,  and  that  the  drinking  of  wood- 

of  their  eyes  frequently  from  unnecessary  alcohol  was  responsible  for  much  blind- 
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ness.  It  also  noticed  that  for  the  preser- 
vation of  sight  the  social  worker  could 
accomplish  much  in  combating  unfortu- 
nate home  conditions  which  were  re- 
sponsible for  much  eye  trouble,  and  that 
some  of  the  most  frequent  of  these  were 
connected  with  tuberculosis,  so  that  the 
campaign  to  save  eyes  had  to  be  much  on 
the  same  lines  as  the  tuberculosis  cam- 
paign— i.  e.,  for  more  wholesome  living 
conditions. 

COMMITTEE  FOR  PREVENTION  OF 
BLINDNESS. 

In  order  to  profit  by  the  revelations 
made  by  the  census,  the  Association  start- 
ed the  first  Lay  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness,  with  Miss  Louisa 
Lee  Schuyler  as  its  inspiring  Chairman. 
Following  a  talk  with  the  Secretary  at  the 
International  Conference  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind  in  England,  a  Lay  Committee 
for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  was 
formed  there.  A  campaign  for  stopping 
blindness  was  started  in  Ireland  and  lay 
committees  for  this  purpose  are  now  be- 
ing formed  throughout  the  world,  so  that 
it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  before 
long  about  half  of  our  present  blindness 
will  disappear  and  that  with  saner  condi- 
tions even  more  will  be  avoided.  For 
further  details  concerning  the  work  of 
prevention  see  the  report  of  the  Special 
Committee's  Secretary  on  page  70,  and 
the  interesting  account  of  the  Fourth  In- 
ternational Congress  at  Cairo,  page  97. 

TEACHING  AND  WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  Association  also  commenced  home 
teaching  of  reading,  writing  and  simple 
handwork  for  the  blind  who  were  uniit  to 
go  out  to  work.  It  opened  the  factory 
where  blind  men  make  brooms,  cane 
chairs,  etc.  In  1907  the  Association 
moved  to  its  present  headquarters,  where 
it  carries  on  all  of  its  original  work,  ex- 
cepting its  workshop  for  blind  men,  and 
the  activities  of  the  Special  Committee 
for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  which, 
although  its  first  office  was  in  the  cramped 
quarters  of  the  Association's  Lighthouse, 
was  forced  for  lack  of  room  to  take  up 


its  habitat  in  the  United  Charities 
Building. 

REGISTRATION  BUREAU. 

The  first  home  teacher  of  the  Associa- 
tion began  to  verify  the  extraordinaril> 
incorrect  list  which  was  the  basis  of  the 
census  of  1,000  blind  people,  many  of 
whom  did  not  exist  nor  had  ever  exist- 
ed. The  Recording  Secretary  of  the  As- 
sociation undertook,  in  December,  1905. 
to  find  the  blind  in  New  York  and  to  re- 
cord their  detailed  cases  for  us.  She 
found  that  the  Federal  census  of  1900  re- 
corded nearly  2,000  cases  of  blind  for  the 
State  of  New  York.  She  applied  to 
Washington  for  the  census  list,  but  found 
that  all  the  data  furnished  her  was  most 
inexact  and  incomplete.  Often  a  person 
listed  as  blind  was  found  to  be  deaf  or 
crippled,  or  entirely  well  and  prosperous. 
She  had  this  city's  pension  list  of  the 
blind  copied.  Asked  all  organized  chari- 
ties, hospitals,  homes  and  the  police  to 
report  any  blind  people  known  to  them, 
thus  greatly  expediting  the  work.  In  the 
spring  of  1906,  Governor  Higgins  ap- 
pointed a  commission  to  investigate  the 
condition  of  the  blind  throughout  the 
State. 

Mrs.  Bloodgood  continued  volunteer 
director  of  the  census  and  the  Associa- 
tion begged  and  lent  $6,000  to  the  State 
to  complete  the  important  work  which  it 
had  undertaken  and  which  was  done  at 
the  office  of  the  Association  by  the  work- 
ers whom  it  appointed. 

This  money  has  been  paid  back,  and 
the  Commission  and  the  Association  have 
received  the  warmest  congratulations  or 
the  splendid  work  which  was  accom- 
plished for  the  Blind  and  which  has  in- 
spired other  States  to  follow  its  example 
The  Association  has  now  listed  ove: 
10.000  cases  and  has  come  personally  it 
contact  with  approximately  7,000  blin( 
people.  It  has  records  in  full  of  2,64i 
blind  persons  in  Greater  New  York,  ha 
also  catalogues  giving  institutions,  liter 
ature,  occupations  for  the  blind  as  far  a 
possible  throughout  the  world.  It  has 
collection  of  press  clippings  of  educa 
tional  use  in  our  work. 
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PREVENTION 
OF  BLINDNESS  * 

Industrial  Accidents. 


Vrolecled  emery  wheels     C/itppat /laiminr pirrr  s  Mbrhwan 
to  atop  o/stee/frmi  bttdlwh.  a.earuH/ 

hat  t  rwiice/  iPn-n/  et/rs 


y7i//n^  particles. 


Goggles  corered  luith 
molten  stoel  wtiich 
wottld  hare  blinctc<l 

the  a/ifvvlec/ed  eyes. 


I 


eiup  from  'lus  iKtrnm  r 
blinded  ('"'■  wodiiwn. 


i  DANGER 

YOU  ARE  WARNED 
AGAINST  WORKING 
WITHOUT  PROPER 
EYE  PROTECTORS  OR  ' 
WITH  BATTERED  TOOLS 
GET  PROPER  TOOLS 

AND  EYE  SHIELDS 
FROM  YOUR  FOREMAK 


fl  ivarning  to  mrlmv. 


ivtfp  screen. 


'Protection 
of  eyes  from 
intense  heat. 


Slectric  suntcti 
Jinj/cme  may  tamper 
wUti  t/iisswUcti. 


Sa/ety  elect ricsiiilcli. 
onli/  the  n'sponsiMe 
can  qpen  it 


Wire  mesh  screen  and  ils  use. 

suppliai  by  cou/'tesi/  of  '//S  Steel  Ca 

These  and  other  devices  have  reduced 
accidents  in  the  U.S. Steel  Mills.  SO^' 

*lhe  use  of  safety  appliances  should  be  compulsory, 
wherever  workmens  eyes  are  in  danger 

Gomniittee  Jbr  Ppey  vnlion 
^(/.Jlssociatcofj /or  ttie  Blind. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Chart  from  Blind  Workers'  Exhibition 
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BLIND  CHILDREN  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  next  departure  of  the  Association 
was  to  persuade  the  pubHc  schools  to 
open  their  classes  generally  for  blind  chil- 
dren. Superintendent  Maxwell,  with  his 
usual  progressive  spirit,  accepted  the  sug- 
gestion and  worked  it  out  to  its  present 
remarkable  success. 

TRIBUTE  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
TO  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

Miss  Bingham  was  appointed  Inspect- 
or of  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools.  She 
cannot  be  too  much  congratulated  on  the 
fruits  of  her  unremitting  generous  ef- 
forts. The  Board  of  Education  has  been 
an  unfailing  co-operator  of  the  Associa- 
tion, which  tries  in  every  way  to  supple- 
ment its  work.  As  stated,  over  three  hun- 
dred blind  children  had  been  found 
through  the  census  to  be  growing  up 
without  any  education,  some  in  enforced 
drudgery  and  beggary.  Later,  many  more 
blind  children  were  discovered,  with  a 
future  which  ofifered  only  enforced  ig- 
norance and  idleness.  Over  a  hundred 
and  thirty  blind  children  are  now  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York.  At  the 
start  of  this  new  work  for  the  blind  the 
City  Superintendent  of  Schools  wrote : 

Department  of  Education 
THE  City  of  New  York 
office  of 
City  Superintendent  of  Schools 
500  Park  Avenue. 
Nov.  17,  1909. 

Dear  Miss  Holt: 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  work  of  the 
classes  for  the  blind  which  we  have  start- 
ed is  getting  along  very  satisfactorily. 
This  result  is  due  very  largely  to  the  co- 
operation of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind.  During  the  two  years 
that  the  matter  of  forming  classes  for  the 
education  of  blind  children  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city  was  under  considera- 
tion your  Association  rendered  to  the 
Board  of  Education  a  service  the  value 
of  which  cannot  be  overestimated. 


Indeed  the  co-operation  of  your  Asso- 
ciation has  been  of  such  a  character  that 
though  I  can  express  officially  on  the  part 
of  the  educational  authorities  their  grati- 
tude, I  cannot  express  my  own  personal 
sense  of  its  great  value. 

Truly  yours, 
(Signed)     William  H.  Maxwell, 
City  Superintendent. 

Miss  Winifred  Holt, 

Secretary  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind. 

118  East  59th  Street. 

COMPULSORY    education    FOR    BLIND  IN 
NEW  YORK  STATE. 

To  insure  all  blind  children  from  en- 
forced idleness  or  from  being  obliged  to 
grow  up  in  total  ignorance,  the  Associa- 
tion was  fortunate  in  securing,  in  the 
Summer  of  1911 — through  the  sympathy 
of  Governor  Dix — an  amendment  to  the 
Education  Law,  making  the  education  of 
blind  children  compulsory.  Great  good 
is  anticipated  from  this  progressive  step, 
which  has  proved  useful  elsewhere. 

ANECDOTES    OF    BLIND    PUBLIC  SCHOOL 
PUPILS. 

A  little  blind  boy  .  of  eleven 
had  not  been  allowed  by  his  brutal 
father  to  eat  at  the  table  with  the  family. 
Few  days  passed  without  the  boy  re- 
ceiving at  least  a  blow ;  an  older  brother 
was  transferred  to  the  school  selected  for 
the  blind  child  to  act  as  his  guide ;  the 
brother  had  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  blind  dog,  as  he  was  called  by 
the  father.  Through  the  friendly  visits 
of  the  special  visitor  of  the  class  to  which 
the  boy  belonged,  and  through  the  re- 
ports carried  home  by  the  brother  of  the 
little  fellow's  remarkable  progress,  the 
father  has  come  to  respect  the  boy  to  the 
extent  that  he  is  allowed  to  share  the 
family  meal,  and  a  friendship  has  sprung 
up  between  the  brother  and  the  boy  that 
is  pathetic. 

A  little  girl  of  nine  years  was  found 
sitting  in  a  corner,  her  only  occupation 
being  to  try  to  protect  herself  from  the 
abuse  of  five  brothers  and  sisters.  The 
special  teacher  became  the  friendly  vis- 
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itor,  and  through  the  co-operation  of  a 
physician  and  his  wife  the  child  was  put 
into  shape  and  entered  in  a  class.  As  she 
had  remarkably  good  use  of  her  hands, 
she  was  taught  to  make  things  that  she 
could  take  home.    To-dav  she  is  treated 


BLIND  BOY  HEADS  HIS  CLASS. 

A  year  and  a  half  ago  William 
Schenck,  whose  father  keeps  a  truck 
farm  on  Rocky  Hill  Road,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  beyond  Bayside,  L.  I.,  entered 
Public  School  No.  20,  grade  five.  In 


AN  EXCITING  STORY 
A  blind  boy  reading  "The  Searchlight,"  sent  out  from  The  Lighthouse 


kindly  and  the  members  of  her  family  are 
proud  of  her. 

If  either  of  these  children  had  been 
sent  to  institutions  they  would  not  have 
been  able  to  redeem  their  families  from 
brutality  or  to  prove  to  them  the  right  of 
the  blind  to  self-respecting,  useful  places 
at  home  as  well  as  in  the  community. 


February  he  graduated  from  the  eighth 
grade  at  the  head  of  a  class  of  fifty-four 
other  pupils  who  see.  William  walks 
every  morning  two  and  one-half  miles  to 
the  railroad  station  at  Bayside  quite 
alone.  When  his  train  arrives  at  Long 
Island  City  the  porter  puts  him  aboard 
the  ferry  at  Manhattan ;  he  is  met  by  a 
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companion  at  the  wharf  and  the  two  walk 
to  school  together.  He  passed  the  high- 
est of  889  pupils  in  a  graduating  class  in 
an  English  examination ;  he  led  450 
pupils  in  examination  percentage,  and 
has  received  a  Davis  Character  Medal. 

THE  SEARCHLIGHT. 

The  Searchlight  Committee  was  or- 
ganized to  act  as  an  especial  friend  to 
blind  children.  It  found  that  they  had 
no  magazine  of  their  own,  like  St.  Nicho- 
las, and  so  it  started  a  tiny  one,  printed 
in  scientific  Braille.  It  has  a  Letter  Box 
and  a  Riddle  Box,  and  Fairy  Stories, 
and  usually  a  story  about  how  some 
brave  blind  person  forgot  all  about  his 
blindness  and  did  a  lot  to  teach  seeing 
people  and  to  make  them  happy. 

People  like  our  own  blind  Senator 
Gore,  Sir  Francis  Campbell  (the  blind 
man  who  preached  the  independence  of 
the  blind  by  climbing  Mount  Blanc, 
where  he,  the  blind  man,  saw  the  view 
with  his  mind's  eye,  and  his  seeing 
friends,  because  of  a  cloud,  missed  it), 
and  Henry  Fawcett,the  blind  Postmaster- 
General,  who  kept  an  eye  on  everything 
while  he  was  in  office,  and  could  row 
harder  and  skate  faster  than  most  of  the 
boys  at  Cambridge  and  any  of  his  fellow- 
members  of  Parliament. 

Recently,  on  a  Western  trip,  the  Sec- 
retary was  sought  by  a  group  of  blind 
children  who  wanted  to  talk  about  The 
Searchlight  to  the  Lighthouse  Keeper. 
"What  do  you  want  us  to  print  in  The 
Searchlight?"  she  asked  of  a  blond 
youngster,  who  stood  very  square  and 
straight  on  his  chubby  legs.  "I  want 
stories  of  blind  people  who  do  things," 
he  cried  in  a  great  voice.  "And  you  ?" 
she  asked  of  a  very  bashful  little  girl, 
who  replied  in  the  meekest  possible  voice, 
with  a  suggestion  of  a  lisp,  "I  want  terri- 
ble things,  accidents  and  fires."  There 
are  those  who  clamor  for  fairy  stories 
and  Santa  Claus.  We  will  do  our  best  to 
steer  prudently  among  the  tastes  of  our 
friends,  so  as  to  make  them  all  happy. 

Miss  Helen  Keller  wrote  a  letter  for 
The  Searchlight,  which  '.s  printed  on 
page  8.    We  even  had  pictures  in  The 


Searchlight.  Here  is  a  letter  from  a 
blind  child  about  them : 

from  a  blind  boy  who  likes  se.\rch- 
light  pictures. 

Washington  Street  School, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  Dec.  6,  1911. 
Dear  Postmistress  : 

I  like  the  magazines  you  have  sent  me. 
I  thank  you  for  them  very  much.  I  like 
the  pictures  of  the  Bonkey.  I  like  the 
picture  of  the  Lighthouse  on  the  first 
page. 

I  am  eleven  years  old.  I  have  been  to 
school  three  months. 

Yours  truly, 

a  letter  from  california. 
California  State  Library, 

Jan.  18,  1911. 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
118  East  59th  Street, 
New  York  City. 
Gentlemen  : 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  the  "Searchhght,"  Vol.  I, 
No.  1. 

We  have  long  felt  the  need  of  a  maga- 
zine for  the  children,  and  we  are  more 
than  glad  to  see  this  one  appearing.  We 
will  take  much  pleasure  in  lending  it  to 
our  young  borrowers. 
Thanking  you  again, 

Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  J.  L.  Gillis, 

State  Librarian. 

SEARCHLIGHT  PARTIES. 

The  Lighthouse  is  a  radiant  spot  for 
children,  who  love  to  come  there  to  look 
at  the  museum  and  to  dance  and  play 
games,  and  see  the  Punch  and  Judy 
show.  So  far  we  have  had  a  Hallowe'en 
and  Christmas  parties  and  a  June  festi- 
val, when  there  were  plenty  of  sweet- 
smelling  June  roses  in  our  warm,  walled- 
in  yard. 

One  has  to  know  the  blind  children 
who  come  triumphantly,  bringing  theii 
seeing  classmates  from  the  public 
schools,  or  leading  their  parents  to  a 
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Lighthouse  party,  to  realize  what  great 
events  in  their  small  lives  these  are. 
Some  of  them  have  never  been  to  parties 
before  and  have  never  been  taught  how 
to  play.  It  is  astonishing  how  quickly 
they  learn  and  what  an  unlimited  power 
they  have  for  enjoyment.  Often  a 
parent,  who  has  always  been  mistakenly 
kind  and  fearful  for  the  welfare  of  a 


A  CLASS  IN  BRAILLE  MUSIC 
Blind  public  school  boys  preparing  at  the  Lighthouse  to  enter  the  Music  School  Settlement 


Settlement.  These  children  come  to  u 
in  the  afternoon  after  the  public  school 
let  out,  and  they  take  great  pleasure  i; 
their  lessons  at  the  Lighthouse,  under 
member  of  the  Lighthouse  stafif.  I  thin 
that  the  teacher  enjoys  the  lessons  a 
much  as  the  pupils.  This  experiment  i; 
to  our  knowledge,  quite  unique,  and  w 
have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  it  wi 
be  entirely  successful. 


inspiring  contact  with  the  delights  of  ice 
cream  and  cake.  These  parties  are  worth 
while.  Come  and  judge  for  yourself, 
You  will  be  very  welcome. 

MUSIC  CLASSES. 

We  have  organized  a  music  class  of 
blind  children,  whom  we  will  prepare  tc 
enter  the  classes  of  the  Music  School 


blind  child,  whom  she  has  been  afraid  to 
let  cross  the  room  by  himself,  gets  a  lib- 
eral education  at  a  Lighthouse  romp. 
Seeing  how  normal  and  like  other  chil- 
dren blind  children  can  be,  she  reverses 
mistaken  ideas  and  inaugurates  a  new  era 
of  happy  normal  home  conditions  for  her 
boy.  Fear  disappears  at  the  Lighthouse. 
Fun  and  merriment  are  often  born  there 
for  our  blind.  Even  some  of  the  young- 
sters have  there  experienced  the  first  awe- 
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A  SCHOLARSHIP  FOR  A  BLIND  MUSICIAN. 

The  Association  was  very  happy, 
through  the  generosity  of  a  friend,  to  be 
able  to  furnish  a  scholarship  at  the 
Music  School  Settlement  to  a  blind  stu- 
dent. It  feels  that  much  more  should  be 
done  by  the  capable  and  talented  blind 


who  possess  the  proper  qualifications, 
and  receive  the  thorough  training  at 
school  which  is  essential.  In  Boston  and 
Philadelphia  and  elsewhere  the  blind 
have  had  marked  success  in  this  profes- 
sion. In  Boston  the  blind  tune  the  pianos 
in  the  public  schools. 


Chair  Caning,  Broom  Sorting,  Sewing  and  Winding  by  Men  from  the  Workshop  of  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  at  The  Blind  Workers'  Exhibibtion 


in  music.  While  there  are  regularly 
employed  in  churches,  eight  blind  organ- 
ists in  Philadelphia  (see  page  69),  we 
know  of  none  in  our  own  town.  Of 
course,  the  success  of  the  blind  musician 
must  usually  depend  largely  on  the  teach- 
ing which  he  receives  in  childhood. 

BLIND  TUNERS. 

Tuning  is  a  great  field  for  the  blind 


THE  WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN. 

Our  workshop  for  blind  men  is  a  very 
important  factor  in  the  emancipation  of 
the  blind.  Since  it  opened  16,803  chairs 
have  been  caned,  207,421  brooms  made, 
andthe  total  receiptshavebeen$74, 486. 25. 
The  first  man  to  appear  and  go  to  work 
there  was  a  graduate  of  a  blind  school, 
where  he  had  been  for  many  years.  On 
leaving:  school  he  found  that  there  was 
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nothing  for  him  to  do,  and  so  for  some 
time,  although  he  was  strong  and  large, 
he  had  lived  the  life  of  an  invalid,  rarely 
getting  out  of  bed  until  after  four 
o'clock.  "What  was  the  use?"  he  said, 
"because  there  was  nothing  for  me  to 
do."  Another  applicant  was  a  blind  vet- 
eran, who  appeared  with  a  capital  of  27 
cents,  saying  that  if  he  were  allowed  to 


James.  (See  report  of  Chairman,  page  9.) 

NEED  FOR  SUPERVISION  OF  MUCH  BLIND 
WORK. 

Though  the  Association  does  not  seek 
to  house  its  blind  and  tries  in  every  way 
to  improve  their  home  conditions  and  to 
strengthen    instead   of   breaking  their 


Lighthouse  Potters,  Basket  and  Rug  Makers  (BHnd  Workers'  Exhibition) 
(New  York  Association  for  the  Blind) 


make  brooms  he  would  be  happy  if  he 
could  still  fight  with  his  eyes  shut. 

From  occupying  one  loft  the  factory  at 
present  uses  three,  and  the  model  work- 
shop, where  broom-making,  chair  caning 
and  other  industries  may  be  carried  on 
under  the  best  conditions,  is  in  process  of 
construction.  We  are  permitted  to  re- 
veal the  fact  that  this  splendid  plant  for 
the  blind  was  given  to  us  by  Miss  Emily 
Bourne,  and  that  the  land  upon  which  it 
stands  was  donated  by  Mrs.  D.  Willis 


home  ties,  for  a  number  of  them  it  is  not 
only  essential  that  work  should  be  sup- 
plied, but  that  they  should  be  under  con- 
stant supervision.  This  is  equally  true  of 
the  seeing.  There  are  many  men  with 
good  eyesight  who  lead  industrious  and 
profitable  lives  if  kept  under  faithful  and 
kindly  supervision  and  supplied  with 
teaching,  materials  and  tools,  who  would 
drift  into  complete  dependence  on  char- 
ity, or  worse,  if  they  were  left  to  shift  for 
themselves.  The  same  applies,  of  course, 
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to  the  women,  many  of  whom  can  only 
succeed  with  constant,  patient  guiding. 
Even  under  the  best  conditions  of  indus- 
trial leadership  there  are  many  blind  men 
and  women  who,  in  spite  of  aid  and  in- 
struction, will  never  be  able  to  be  efficient 
workers.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  keep  these  individuals,  if  they  are 
industrious  and  try  to  do  their  best,  at 
work,  even  if  they  entail  the  inevitable 
deficit  which  is  connected  thus  far  with 
most  work  for  the  blind.  It  would  be  a 
simple  thing  to  make  a  profitable  busi- 
ness out  of  the  work  of  the  blind.  There 
are  communities  w^iere  money  is  made 
out  of  them  on  what  is  practically  a 
sweating  system,  but  the  ideal  of  the  As- 
sociation is  to  help  each  individual  to  do 
his  utmost  in  the  field  for  which  he  is 
best  fitted ;  if  physically  or  mentally  he 
cannot  be  an  economic  asset  for  himself 
or  the  Association,  he  must  then  be  ac- 
cepted as  an  asset  for  its  social  service 
and  philanthropy. 

FIRST  ATTEMPT  OF  WOMEN's  CL.\SSES. 

The  first  attempt  of  a  class  for  inde- 
pendent blind  women  in  the  State  of 
New  York  was  started  by  the  Associa- 
tion in  the  rooms  of  one  of  its  home 
teachers,  where  a  few  women  met  to  do 
basket  and  beadwork.  Later  this  same 
group  came  to  the  house  where  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  Association  were  carried 
on.  The  experiment  of  having  blind 
women  go  out  daily  to  their  tasks  and  to 
have  the  privilege  so  dear  to  the  sighted, 
of  eating  the  bread  earned  by  their  own 
efforts,  was  regarded  by  many  as  vision- 
ary and  impractical.  That  this  is  not 
true  is  proved  for  all  time  by  the  fact 
that  at  present  there  are  50  blind  women 
in  the  classes  at  the  Lighthouse  and  that 
they  all  eat  bread  and  butter,  and  some 
jam,  earned  by  their  own  industry. 

LETTER   FROM    A   BLIND   GIRL,  SELF-SUP- 
PORTING THROUGH  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  many  blessings 
which  have  come  to  me  since  I  suddenly 
lost  my  sight.  After  several  disappoint- 
ing experiences,  I  was  directed  to  the 
Lighthouse. 


I  am  thankful  for  the  "Light  through 
Work,"  which  came  to  me.  I  try  to  do 
my  work  the  best  that  I  can,  and  have 
always  had  several  orders  ahead  since 
my  first  piece  of  work  was  sold. 

God  is  omnipotent,  and  His  love 
watches  over  all.  What  can  I  do  for  this 
great  cause,  "Light  through  Work"?  It 
has  done  so  much  for  me !  Repay  it,  I 
cannot ! .  But  I  am  thankful  for  my  res- 
cue !  Let  me  go  up  higher,  step  by  step 
climb  the  winding  way  till  I  reach  the 
place  of  usefulness.  There  let  me  serve 
— express  not  in  words,  but  in  deeds, 
gratitude  for  "Light  through  Work." 

Last  year  over  twenty  blind  women 
were  refused  admission  to  our  Light- 
house classes.  Every  nook  and  cranny  of 
our  old  building  is  crowded  to  the  ut- 
most and  we  are  eagerly  awaiting  the 
completion  of  our  new  Settlement  House, 
so  that  we  may  do  the  work  which  is  so 
cryingly  needed.  Who  will  give  us 
money  to  build  this  dream  structure?  It 
must  come,  but  it  is  humiliating  to  put  it 
up  so  slowly,  brick  by  brick,  following 
beg  after  beg  by  the  weary  ones,  who  do 
the  work  and  beg  for  funds  to  do  it  with. 

TEACHING  GIVEN  TO  INDIVIDUALS. 

The  largest  groups  taught  by  the  As- 
sociation are  employed  in  basketry, 
broom-making  and  chair  caning,  for  the 
men,  and  weaving,  basketry  and  sewing 
for  the  women.  The  following  other 
branches  have  been  taught — reading, 
writing,  music,  singing,  piano  tuning, 
stenography,  typewriting,  switchboard 
operating,  map  making,  crocheting,  bead- 
work,  knitting,  cooking,  preparing  vege- 
tables, washing  and  ironing,  dancing, 
French,  German  and  English,  modeling, 
wireless  telegraphy,  typewriting  from  the 
phonograph.  Volunteer  workers  enable 
us  to  offer  such  a  varied  curriculum. 

LETTER  FROM  A  BLIND  MAN  TAUGHT  BY 
THE  ASSOCIATION. 

N.  Y.  Association  for  the  Blind: 

Enclosed  please  find  check  for  $1.00 
(one  dollar),  as  my  little  contribution  to- 
wards the  work  of  helping  the  blind. 
I   appreciate  the   fact  that   I  have 
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LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK  IN  A  TENEMENT 

Because  she  is  blind,  this  mother  will  not  be  separated  from  her  child,  for  the  home-teacher 
(herself  blind)  has  taught  her  how  to  care  for  her  family  and  is  here  showing  her 
how  to  make  a  dress  for  her  little  girl  (New  York  Association  for  the  Blind) 
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learned  the  art  of  typewriting  at  your  of- 
fice, and  I  shall  always  feel  grateful  to 
the  Association  for  the  benefit  that  I  have 
derived  directly  and  indirectly  from  the 
knowledge  of  typewriting.  The  knowl- 
edge has  revolutionized  my  life.  While 
it  is  true  that  I  have  not  yet  made  a 
success  as  an  agent  for  books  and  maga- 
zines, this  present  business  would  have 
been  an  impossibility  if  I  had.  not  been 
able  to  do  an  extensive  correspondence 
with  friends  on  one  side  and  with  pub- 
lishers on  the  other  side. 

With  heartiest  wishes  for  the  success 
of  your  work,  I  am. 

Respectfully  yours, 

HOME  TEACHING. 

The  home  teaching,  which  was  begun 
with  one  blind  teacher  as  the  first  effort 
of  the  Association,  has  not  only  grown 
to  take  up  the  time  of  four  home  teach- 
ers, all  of  whom  are  blind,  but  we  recog- 
nize that  it  fills  an  important  and  per- 
manent place,  educating,  teaching  handi- 
crafts and  heartening  the  invalid,  the 
aged  and  the  discouraged  blind  that  noth- 
ing else  can. 

A  self-supporting,  industrious  man, 
suddenly  stricken  blind  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-three, not  knowing  of  the  Lighthouse, 
had  remained  useless  and  despondent  for 
seven  years  when  we  found  him.  Our 
Home  Teacher  quickly  filled  him  up  with 
belief  in  his  possibilities,  and,  despite  his 
protests,  taught  him  reading,  writing  and 
chair  caning.  His  wife  watched  with 
bated  breath  his  return  to  the  ranks  of 
the  happy  and  useful.  Finally  the  man 
became  so  proficient  in  chair  caning  at 
home  that  he  was  able  to  take  orders,  and 
when  his  wife  collected  his  first  earnings 
in  seven  years  she  wept  with  gratitude, 
.saying:  "For  seven  years  we  were  with- 
out hope  until  we  found  the  Lighthouse." 

A   WIDOWED   MOTHER    NOT   TAKEN  FROM 
HER  ONLY  CHILD  BECAUSE  OF 
BLINDNESS. 

A  widow,  with  one  child,  was  suddenly 
stricken  blind  in  her  tenement.  As  she 
had  no  money  and  no  means  of  making 


any,  the  case  seemed  hopeless,  and  kind 
people  wished  to  separate  her  from  her 
daughter  and  put  her  in  an  institution 
when  the  Association  found  her.  Little 
by  little  our  teacher  taught  this  woman 
to  do  her  old  tasks  as  mother  and  house- 
keeper and  to  sew  and  cook  for  her  child. 
She  is  now  receiving  her  first  pay  as  a 
wage-earner  in  blindness. 

THE    BLIND    INSPIRITING   TEACHERS  FOR 
THE  BLIND. 

The  fact  that  the  home  teachers  are 
blind  is  of  great  service.  A  teacher  who 
can  say  "It  is  futile  to  tell  me  that  you 
can't  read,  write,  crochet,  cane  chairs, 
make  baskets,  knit,  sew,  typewrite,  make 
mops  or  musdc,  because  I  am  blind,  and 
the  other  home  teachers  are  blind,  and  we 
can  teach  you  to  do  all  these  things  be- 
cause we  know  how  to  do  them  ourselves 
— you  may  not  become  a  master  work- 
man, or  a  Paderewski,  but  you  can't  let 
me  read  to  you  and  say  that  a  blind  man 
can't  read." 

The  endeavor  of  the  home  teacher  is 
through  example  and  instruction  to  re- 
veal to  the  neglected  and  hopeless  blind 
person  the  great  fields  of  interest  and 
usefulness  still  open  to  them — if  his 
physical  condition  permits,  to  put  him 
again  in  touch  with  the  seeing  world  as 
an  interested  and  useful  factor.  This 
can  sometimes  be  done  through  the 
Lighthouse  and  the  pupil  finally  finds  his 
niche  in  some  class  provided  by  it.  At 
times  it  is  possible  to  so  completely  re- 
habilitate a  pupil  discovered  by  our 
teacher,  that  he  or  she  assumes  again  the 
important  role  of  house  mother  or 
helper  in  the  family,  which  the  loss  of 
sight  and  lack  of  teaching  made  them 
give  up  in  despair.  Again  we  find  that 
the  blind  man  and  woman  being  properly 
equipped  to  face  the  world  again,  takes 
up  some  independent  occupation  in  it. 
L^sually  our  pupils,  sometimes  taught  by 
letter,  come  to  the  Lighthouse  often  from 
other  countries  to  talk  over  the  horizon 
of  the  blind  and  to  tell  us  how  we  have 
brought  light  again  into  their  lives. 

The  following  stories  are  taken  from 
the  reports  of  the  home  teachers : 
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BLIND  TEACHING  THE  BLIND. 
A  Home  Teacher  from  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  Teaching  Chair- 
caning  in  a  Tenement. 


RESTORED  TO  THE  RANK  OF  WAGE- EARN- 
ERS BY  OUR  HOME  TEACHERS. 

The  bread  earner  blinded  without 
warning,  a  wife  and  Httle  children  de- 
pendent on  him,  an  Italian  family  became 
suddenly  destitute.  The  earnings  of  the 
mother,  $5.00  a  week  for  working  eight- 
een hours  a  day  making  dolls,  constituted 
its  only  income.  Through  the  Light- 
house the  woman  has  obtained  good  em- 
ployment at  a  profitable  wage.  The  blind 
husband  is  also,  through  our  teaching, 
once  more  a  wage-earner. 

GUIDES. 

The  guide  problem  is  an  ever-besetting 
trial  to  us  and  we  beg  our  friends  to  of- 
fer their  services  to  us  to  escort  blind 
people  to  or  from  their  work,  or  to  go 
with  them  for  walks  or  drives,  or  to 
bear  them  company  at  entertainments  for 
which  the  ticket  bureau  is  always  glad  to 
furnish  tickets.     Any  applications  for 


services  of  this  kind  will  be  gladly  re- 
ceived at  the  office. 

SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

The  Association's  efforts  come  rough- 
ly under  three  heads :  To  prevent  blind- 
ness, to  help  the  blind  to  help  them- 
selves, and  to  succor  those  who  are  in 
distress  of  body  or  mind.  The  Social 
Service  Committee  takes  up  and  never 
drops  until  it  follows  out  to  a  satisfac- 
tory conclusion  the  supervision  of  the 
welfare  of  anv  blind  people  whose  needs 
are  not  iinmediately  met  by  the  Light- 
house staff.  It  follows  up  the  home  con- 
ditions and  the  personal  needs  of  the 
blind  individuals  who  need  to  be  helped 
and  is  endeavoring  at  present  to 
cover  the  city  with  its  representatives, 
who  will  report  to  the  committee  on  any 
needy  blind  person  in  their  district. 

HELPING  THE  BLIND  IN  HOUSES  OF  COR- 
RECTION AND  PRISONS. 

Its  good  deeds  extend  from  supplying 
glass  eyes,  which  will  enable  a  blind 
workman  to  make  a  good  appearance 
when  applying  for  work  which  he  has 
been  trained  to  do  by  the  Association,  to 
lending  sewing,  writing  machines,  short- 
hand machines,  invalids'  chairs,  placing  in 
business  houses,  hospitals,  convalescent 
homes,  obtaining  licenses,  permits,  lend- 
ing money  and  starting  blind  people  in 
industries  or  business  ventures,  giving 
flowers  and  food,  finding  friendly  visit- 
ors, readers  and  teachers,  even  restoring 
the  lost  blind  to  their  families,  taking 
them  from  Houses  of  Correction  and 
prisons,  where  they  had  been  unjustly 
confined ;  giving  legal  advice,  obtaining 
money  and  even  steamship  passage  to 
send  a  stricken  blind  person  back  to  his 
European  home ;  bringing  the  blind 
again  in  touch  with  their  former  rabbi ; 
obtaining  for  them  kosher  food ;  bringing 
the  priest  to  comfort  a  stricken  Catholic, 
helping  the  reformed  Christian  to  be  bap- 
tized and  to  return  to  his  mother  church, 
and  even  to  find  the  relatives  of  the  un- 
known blind  man  in  the  morgue,  or  to 
supply  decent  burial  clothes  for  the  poor 
corpse. 

The  following  stories  are  taken  from 
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the  records  of  the  Social  Service  Com- 
mittee. For  further  details  see  the  re- 
port of  its  Chairman  on  page  93. 

AN  UNUSUAL  INSTANCE  IN  SOCIAL 
SERVICE. 

One  of  our  blind  men,  whose  wife  was 
a  janitress,  with  every  moment  of  her 
time  occupied  by  her  duties,  had  for  four 
years  not  left  his  basement  rooms  The 
Association  found  him,  began  its  usual 
mission  of  educating,  cheering,  and 
finally,  in  July,  for  the  first  time  in  four 
years  the  blind  man  was  taken  out  from 
his  dingy  home  and  sent  with  his  wife 
to  the  seashore  for  a  day's  trip.  Every- 
thing was  done  to  give  this  man  and  his 
wife  a  red  letter  day.  A  photograph  was 
taken  of  the  group.  Some  weeks  later 
the  man  returned  to  the  Lighthouse 
heartbroken,  and  asked  if  he  might  have 
a  photograph  of  the  picture  which  was 
taken  on  the  happiest  day  of  his  life,  be- 
cause, said  he,  "In  it  is  the  face  of  my 
dear  wife,  who  is  dead,  and  I  must  feel 
that  I  have  that  picture  with  me  always." 
Of  course  he  has  the  picture  now  as  his 
most  cherished  possession,  but  he  has  also 
the  ability  to  keep  himself  from  brooding 
on  his  loss  and  to  earn  his  bread  and  find 
Light  through  Work.. 

OUR  BLIND  PAY  THEIR  DEBTS. 

A  hard-working  man  of  forty,  with  a 
consumptive  wife  and  two  children,  one 
of  whom  suffered  from  infantile  paraly- 
sis, went  totally  blind.  As  he  had  shown 
business  ability  the  Association  started 
him  in  a  small  business  as  Tea  and  Cof¥ee 
Merchant,  and  the  experiment  is  work- 
ing out  better  than  we  had  thought  possi- 
ble, and  soon  we  expect  to  have  our  in- 
vestment not  only  pay,  but  to  have  the 
funds  which  we  loaned  this  capable  blind 
man  returned.  We  have  never  lost  any 
loan  of  this  kind.  Our  blind  friends  have 
always  paid  back ! 

THE  women's  club. 

The  Club  for  ■  Blind  Women  was 
started  in  the  original  home  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. It  numbered  ten  blind  women 
and  three  seeing  associate  members. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  adequate  room 
it   was   later   most   generously  enter- 


tained at  the  home  of  M'iss  Sheppard. 
When  the  Association  moved  into  its 
present  headquarters  the  Club  con- 
vened there.  Some  of  its  members, 
who  lived  in  Brooklyn,  later  branched 
out  into  a  Brooklyn  Club  for  Blind 
Women.  We  are  told  that  the  great 
usefulness,  as  well  as  the  great  hap- 
piness, for  which  the  Club  is  responsible, 
is  likely  to  make  Clubs  for  Blind  Women 
soon  become  general  in  most  communi- 
ties which  have  their  welfare  at  heart. 
Our  Club  at  present  reaches  210 
women  and  many  seeing  friends,  and  it 
has  held  112  meetings.  The  organization 
of  its  Philanthropic  Committee  was  a 
great  step  in  the  Club's  benevolent  prog- 
ress, and  the  good  that  has  been  done  by 
the  blind  women  for  their  unfortunate 
friends  by  teaching,  visiting  and  sending 
them  on  vacations,  for  which  the  Club 
raised  the  funds,  has  been  an  example  to 
most  seeing  organizations.  This  is  the 
kind  of  thing  which  the  Club  does. 

The  Visiting  Committee  of  the  Blind 
Women's  Club  found  a  cultivated  and  in- 
telligent woman,  who  had  lost  her  sight 
and  her  touch  with  the  bright  outside 
world.  She  was  literally  walled  in  by 
her  blindness.  The  Club's  delegation  re- 
leased her  by  showing  her  the  fair  hori- 
zon still  left  for  the  blind,  taking  her  to 
the  Club  meetings,  where  she  not  only 
met  new  and  interesting  friends,  but  was 
able  to  gratify  her  taste  for  music  and 
poetry,  and  where  she  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  herself  contributing  by  her  own 
abilities  to  the  success  of  the  meetings. 
Stories  like  this  could  be  multiplied.  It 
has  rescued  the  deserted,  the  degraded 
and  the  helpless. 

For  further  particulars  see  the  report 
of  its  President,  who,  with  its  other  of- 
ficers, is  of  course  blind,  and  page  94. 

A  LETTER  FROM  A  CLUB  MEMBER. 

I  hope  that  all  those  under  your  care 
and  watchfulness  will  fully  appreciate,  as 
I  do,  the  many  benefits  you  place  them  in 
the  way  of  obtaining.  May  God  Al- 
mighty bless  you  and  enable  you  to  carry 
on  the  grand,  good  work  which  you  have 
enlisted  in.   I  remain. 

Yours  in  gratefulness. 
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THE  MEN  S  CLUB. 

The  Men's  Club  was  formed  at  the 
original  home  of  the  Association  and  met 
first  in  the  broomshop,  where  the  crowd- 
ing and  the  inconvenience  caused  by 
those  unfamiliar  with  the  room  colliding 
with  the  machinery  was  a  great  obstacle. 
Later  Mr.  M.  C.  Migel  generously 
rented  a  large  room  for  the  Club  and 
supplied  the  men  with  delightful  re- 
freshment and  entertainment.    When  the 


mained  hopeless  and  forgotten.  When 
he  was  found  by  a  member  of  the  Club, 
himself  of  course  blind,  ignorant  of  the 
possibilities  of  usefulness  and  happiness 
still  left  to  him,  the  isolated  forgotten 
man  was  brought  by  his  new-found 
friend  to  the  Club.  There  he  heard  from 
men,  who  had  proved  it  themselves,  of 
the  wage-earning  fields  suited  to  his 
capacity.  He  made  friends.  He  found 
that  he  was  welcome  not  only  at  the 


Blind  Men's  Self-Improvement  Club  in  Session 


Association  moved  to  59th  Street,  the 
Club  met  there  and  Mr.  Migel  continued 
for  some  time  his  generous  donations  of 
refreshment  and  his  invaluable  presence 
and  friendly  interest.  At  present  the 
Club  reaches  230  blind  men  and  at 
least  as  many  seeing  co-operators.  The 
following  taken  from  many  stories  of  the 
Club  are  examples  of  what  it  can  do : 

BACK  TO  THE  SIGHTED  WORLD. 

Alone  and  blind  a  young  man  re- 


Lighthouse,  but  in  the  big  seeing  world, 
where  he  too  still  could  help.  To-day  he 
is  again  a  busy,  helpful  wage-earning 
citizen,  thanks  to  that  first  attendance 
at  the  Blind  Man's  Self-Improvement 
Club. 

The  great  efficiency  of  its  President 
and  other  officers  has  brought  it  to  a 
point  where  it  is  an  Organization  to  be 
reckoned  with  in  the  seeing  as  well  as  the 
blind  work.  It  has  perhaps  done  more  to 
educate  the  seeing  man  who  has  been  the 
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Club's  guest  about  the  capacity  of  the 
blind  than  any  other  one  agency. 

For  further  particulars  see  report  of 
its  President,  page  10;  also  page  69. 

THE  LATE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  CLUB. 

The  Association  and  the  seeing  and 
the  blind  have  been  grieved  by  the  sud- 
den death  of  Mr.  William  Hale  Patrick, 
the  invaluable  President  of  the  Men's 
Club.  Though  it  occurred  after  the  close 
of  the  year  properly  covered  by  this  re- 
port, it  has  seemed  right  to  insert  brief 
notices  of  his  invaluable  service — of  the 
brave  and  splendid  legacy  of  courage, 
nobility  and  wit  which  he  has  left  to  us. 
(See  page  69.) 

PARTIES  FOR  GROWN-UPS. 

We  have  always  had  parties  for  grown- 
ups from  the  first  time  that  the  Commit- 
tee, largely  of  blind  people,  met  for  the 
Ticket  Bureau  for  the  Blind,  out  of 
which  the  Association  grew.  On  one 
of  these  occasions,  the  blind  were  enter- 
tained with  music  and  refreshments  and 
later  looked  at  the  statuary  of  their  host. 
One  of  the  plaster  heads  which  interested 
a  blind  man  very  much  was  a  little  bust 
of  a  young  girl.  The  blind  critic  said, 
"This  is  strange.  I  cannot  tell  whether 
this  young  face  is  about  to  cry  or  to 
smile."  The  insight  of  that  blind  man 
was  very  deep,  because  the  bust  was  an 
old  Frenchman's  idea  of  St.  Fortune,  and 
we  of  the  Association  are  quite  sure  that 
St.  Fortune  is  trying  to  smile  on  the 
blind,  as  shown  by  this  Birthday  Book  of 
theirs.  We  will  be  sure  of  it  when  our 
readers  give  us  the  money  with  which  to 
do  our  much  needed  work. 

There  are  many  blind  people  who  are 
too  old  and  feeble  to  attend  the  evening 
meetings  of  the  Clubs.  Some  of  these 
are  willing  to  come  to  the  Light  House, 
even  from  long  distances  if  they  can  get 
home  again  in  time  to  go  to  bed  very 
early.  For  these  we  have  had  musical 
afternoons — a  "Carol  Party,"  a  Wash- 
ington's Birthday  party,  in  the  Spring 
weather,  a  strawberry  festival,  a  "  Peach 
Tea,"  which  was  much  enjoyed,  and  a 


"Sociable,"  where  gossip  and  friendly 
meetings  were  the  prominent  features  of 
the  day.  Will  you  imagine  for  one  mo- 
ment what  these  parties  would  mean  to 
you  if  you  were  old  and  blind  and  rarely 
left  your  little  room  unless  some  friend 
from  the  Light  House  called  for  you, 
what  it  would  mean  to  you  to  come  to 
a  bright  place,  where  every  one  was 
merry  and  glad  to  see  you,  where  you 
heard  good  music  and  kind  words,  and 
where  there  were  good  fresh  cake,  unex- 
ceptional tea,  and  other  dainties.  Can 
you  imagine  the  flutter  it  would  cause  to 
make  yourself  look  very  nice  because  the 
Lighthouse  people  always  enjoy  seeing 
you  look  your  very  best  ?  You  would  ex- 
pect to  meet  there  your  home  teacher, 
the  one  person  who  came  to  you  regu- 
larly in  your  darkness  and  brought 
brightness  and  a  breath  from  the  brisk 
outside  world  along.  She  will  be 
sure  to  see  that  you  have  a  good  time 
and  don't  feel  strange.  You  would  hear 
from  others  what  was  happening;  there 
are  always  interesting  people  who  know 
about  wars  and  politics,  arts,  sciences, 
new  inventions,  the  fashions,  and  the  gos- 
sip. In  fact,  for  a  couple  of  hours,  you 
might  even  forget  that  you  were  blind, 
alone,  poor  and  forgotten,  so  far  would 
the  Lighthouse  rays  penetrate  into  your 
darkness.  These  parties  are  of  infinite 
service  in  bringing  cheer. 

OPEN  AIR  SMOKERS. 

For  the  men  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
Club  we  have  open  air  smokers,  with 
good  music,  which  are  great  successes. 

OUTINGS. 

The  Men's  Club  and  Women's  Club 
have  always  had  outings  and  this  year 
has  been  no  exception.  We  have  also 
had  three  small  parties  for  the  women  in 
the  country  and  the  men  from  the  shop 
have  had  their  annual  outing,  but  whe"" 
ever  we  can  we  all  go  to  the  country 
with  a  friend  in  groups  of  two  or  three, 
or  we  take  a  walk  in  the  park.  The 
more  fresh  air,  the  more  fun,  the  more 
work  and  happiness,  is  our  belief. 
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A  BLIND  GUARDIAN  OF  SIGHTED  GIRLS 
This  Genial  and  Motherly  Blind  Woman  Cooks,  Launders  and  Keeps  House  for 
three  Seeing  Factory  Girls  who  call  her  Mother.    She  is  a  Frequent  Guest  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
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THE  STORY  OF  SARAH  JANE. 

The  true  story  of  Sarah  Jane  was  so 
well  told  in  one  of  our  papers  by  a  sym- 
pathetic reporter  that  we  reprint  it  as 
showing  in  what  surprising  forms  of 
amusement  our  blind  friends  often  find 
relief  and  again  take  up  their  relations 
with  the  outside  world. 

"One  of  the  Social  Service  Committee 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  whose  duty  it  is  to  go  into  the 
mean  streets  and  seek  out  those  that  sit 
in  darkness,  found  Sarah  Jane  several 
months  ago.  Sarah  Jane  was  blind  and 
seventy,  and  she  lived  with  a  mother  who 
was  ninety  and  bedridden.  So  long  had 
she  lived  in  darkness  and  poverty  that  the 
world  outside  the  tenements  meant  noth- 
ing to  her. 

"The  worker  who  found  Sarah  Jane 
tried  for  weeks  to  induce  her  to  come 
around  to  one  of  the  social  evenings  at 
the  Lighthouse,  where  the  cheerful  blind 
amuse  each  other  with  music  and  games, 
but  Sarah  Jane  had  become  so  callous  in 
dull  misery  that  she  would  not  stir.  Only 
after  long  persuasion  and  the  promise 
of  a  dress,  which  would  allow  her  to  be  a 
fitting  spectacle  in  that  room  of  the  sight- 
less eyes,  did  Sarah  Jane  consent  to  go  to 
the  function  in  the  crowded  loom  room  at 
the  Lighthouse. 

"  That  night  Sarah  Jane  confessed 
that  she  had  found  the  world  again. 
Happier  days  followed,  when  a  little  pen- 
sion to  relieve  the  poverty  in  Sarah 
Jane's  home  was  found ;  but  the  supreme 
moment  of  Sarah  Jane's  re-birth  came 
one  day  late  last  summer,  when  she  went 
on  a  picnic  of  the  blind  to  Midland 
Beach.  Sarah  Jane  had  never  heard  the 
sound  of  sea  waves  on  the  sand :  she  had 
never  felt  a  sea  breeze  against  her  cheek. 
When  they  tried  to  make  her  walk  on  the 
sand  she  promptly  sat  down,  frightened, 
for  she  had  never  stepped  on  such  a 
yielding  floor.  The  band  music  en- 
tranced her  and  the  merry-go-round  was 
the  vehicle  of  Sarah  Jane's  paradise. 
Sarah  Jane,  age  seventy,  sat  in  one  of  the 
gilded  chariots,  her  aged  bonnet  a-cock 
over  one  ear,  and  shrieked  with  glee  as 


the  carouselman,  free  of  charge,  allowed 
Sarah  Jane  to  swing  around  and  around 
a  dozen  trips  or  so." 

"  Such  is  the  tale  of  Sarah  Jane  that 
they  will  tell  you  up  at  the  Lighthouse  if 
you  ask  them,  and  all  about  in  the  little 
room  that  is  given  to  show  purposes  are 
the  works  of  others  like  Sarah  Jane,  who 
have  found  light  in  their  perpetual 
night." 

blackwell's  island  parties. 

The  Association  has  always  from  the 
time  of  the  taking  of  the  census,  visited 
the  poor  wherever  they  could  be  found, 
but  our  regular  Blackwell's  Island  par- 
ties have  been  running  now  for  over  two 
\  ears  and  this  year  we  have  had  them 
monthly.  They  are  tremendous  suc- 
cesses and  enable  us  often  to  employ 
good  blind  talent  to  entertain  our  ex- 
tremely appreciative  audience  of  shut- 
ins.  In  addition  to  these  festivities,  the 
poorhouse  is  visited  regularly  by  the 
home  teachers  and  members  of  the  Social 
Service  Committee  and  the  Philanthropy 
Committee  of  the  Blind  Women's  Club. 

OUR  RIVER  LIGHT. 

We  have  always  wanted  to  have  a 
place  of  our  very  own  in  the  country  and 
it  was  a  beneficent  providence  indeed 
that  made  Mrs.  Hardy  generously  present 
the  Association  with  her  beautiful  home 
at  Cornwall-on-Hudson,  where  we  can 
work  out  all  our  theories  on  farming, 
dairying,  chicken  raising,  and  develof 
our  sports  as  well  as  our  industries.  Alsc 
it  is  near  the  river  and  we,  like  Fawcett 
the  blind  Postmaster-General  of  England 
and  his  crew  at  Cambridge,  may  alsc 
have  our  ancient  mariners,  who  can  tak( 
their  joyful  trips   on   the   water.  Si 
Francis  Campbell  lays  great  stress,  no 
only  on  the  splendid  lifesaving  work  an( 
drill  which  his  pupils  do  at  Norwooc 
but  he  believes  greatly  in  the  good  am 
the  fun  that  they  get  out  of  life  on  th 
lake.     Mr.  Allen,  we  are  told,  looke 
favorably  on  Watertown  as  a  site  fo 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  be 
cause  it  offered  facilities  for  water  spor 
Our  river  light  gives  us  a  field  for  enc 
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less  planning  and  fairy  castles  in  the  air. 
At  present  we  have  a  good  and  substan- 
tial tenant  who  keeps  watch  over  our 
precious  domain  and  we  hope  sometime 
that  we  will  have  money  enough  to  make 
the  alterations  and  arrangements  which 
will  turn  it  not  only  into  a  model  home, 
but  'into  a  river  lighthouse  which  will 
show  how  useful  and  happy  the  blind 
can  be  as  country  folk. 

LIGHTHOUSE  ATHLETICS. 

We  have  always  realized  the  need  of 
athletics  for  all  folks,  making  no  unwise 
exception  of  the  blind. 

At  the  first  office  of  the  Association 
there  was  a  tiny  roof  garden  with  a 
tether-ball  planted  in  its  midst,  and  many 
and  lively  have  been  the  tether-ball  con- 
tests, "watched,"  cheered  and  partici- 
pated in  by  the  blind. 

Later,  when  we  had  our  own  Light- 
house, we  at  once  shewed  our  girls  into 
the  yard  at  recess,  where  they  could  run 
about  and  play  blind  man's  buf¥  and 
catch  as  catch  can.  We  hung  a  swing 
there,  which  is  growing  feeble  from  over- 
exertion, and  in  our  weaving-club-danc- 
ing room  we  put  some  tentative  athletic 
pulleys. 

The  piano  is  our  best  athletic  incen- 
tive, because  the  girls  love  to  dance,  but 
we  can  hardly  wait  for  our  gymnasium 
in  the  new  Workshop — and  in  the  new 
Lighthouse.  Who  is  going  to  equip 
these  for  us  ?  They  are  so  necessary ; 
blind  people  love  exercise,  and  it  is  much 
more  important  for  them  than  for  you 
sighted  people. 

LIGHTHOUSE  FUN. 

The  Lighthouse  blondes — as  the  girls 
call  themselves — "blindies"  only  occa 
sionally,  have  lots  of  fun  and  nonsense. 
We  had  some  kittens  at  the  Lighthouse 
who  were  born  blind  and  recovered  their 
sight.  They  said  that  this  was  the  work 
of  the  Special  Committee  of  Prevention 
of  Blindness. 

A  bogwood  pig  who  came  to  its  with 
beautiful  emerald  green  eves,  lost  them 
both  and  he  became  an  object  of  especial 


attention  from  our  wards.  The  Light- 
house cheer  which  the  blondes  evolved 
for  themselves  can  hold  its  own  with 
that    of  any  victorious  football  team. 

Here  it  is.    Begin  piano — crescendo : 

Rah  !  Rah  !  Rah 
Here  we  are — 

Lighthouse  workers  !  ha,  ha,  ha ! 

OUR  "livestock." 

The  interests  of  the  Lighthouse  folk 
are  very  general,  and  include  a  love  of 
color,  which  made  a  blind  woman  say 
recently,  "Don't  look  at  me  to-day ;  I 
look  so  hideous !  Pink  is  my  color,  and 
I  should  never  have  put  on  this  blue  rib- 
bon !"  We  like  everything  that  is  beau- 
tiful or  amusing. 

We  love  all  flowers  and  growing 
things,  including  animals.  We  were  made 
very  happy  by  the  generous  donation 
from  the  Zoo,  through  its  sympathetic 
director  of  the  bird  house.  Dr.  Beebe,  of 
two  beautiful  song  birds.  In  our  present 
cramped  quarters,  it  is  all  we  can  do  to 
persuade  our  meagre  cat  (who,  we  fear, 
would  be  less  meagre  if  we  did  not  keep 
a  strict  watch  on  our  feathered  pets)  to 
live  with  them  in  neighborly  harmony. 

We  have  beautiful  ideas  of  raising 
song  birds  in  our  new  Lighthouse,  and  a 
blind  gentleman  who  is  advanced  in  prac- 
tical ideas  on  this  subject — as  well  as 
having  a  gift  for  writing  charming  fairy 
stories — has  already  sent  in  his  plans  and 
specifications  for  a  modern  bird-rearing 
plant  there. 

The  London  County  Council  has  pup- 
pies, cats,  rabbits,  fish,  et  cetera,  for  its 
blind  children.  At  present  the  only  "live- 
stock" we  have  on  the  premises  for  ours, 
besides  our  birds  and  cat,  consists  of  race- 
horses, cows,  and  geese  in  wooden  pic- 
ture puzzles,  a  few  fuzzy  toy  rabbits  that 
squeak,  one  flannel  elephant  with  shoe- 
button  eyes,  and  a  gray  woollen  Teddy 
Bear.  Next  year,  with  the  help  of  our 
friends,  we  will  do  better. 

The  companionable  animal  world 
should  be  welcome  and  helpful  in  the 
ideal  Lighthouse. 
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The  Lighthouse  Watchdog,  Bird,  and  the  two  Guests  in  the  Lamp  Room 
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ATHLETICS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

THE  NATIONAL  ATHLETIC  ASSOCIATION  OF 
SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  National  Athletic  Association  of 
Schools  for  the  Blind  has  already  accom- 
plished great  things.  The  meeting  at 
Overbrook  of  the  blind  teams  from  Ba- 
tavia,  Boston,  Pittsburgh  and  Overbrook, 
was  a  memorable  departure.  The  blintl 
boys  contested  in  running  and  broad  and 
high  jumping.  Their  expenses  for  travel 
and  entertainment  were  met  by  funds 
raised  generally  by  the  pupils  of  the  four 
schools  participating.  The  visitors  were 
entertained  at  Overbrook  for  three  days. 
These  were  all  red  letter  days  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  blind  and  this  unique  depart- 
ure of  the  boys  visiting  each  each  other's 
schools  bodes  no  end  of  good  for  their 
future  co-operation,  apart  from  the  im- 
mediate good  of  their  exchanging  ideas 
and  impressions  and  for  their  teachers' 
meeting  to  consult  on  the  future  of  the 
organization  of  athletics  for  the  blind.  It 
is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  reunions  of 
this  sort  may  become  more  frequent  and 
that  all  the  schools  of  the  blind  will  join 
the  association.  To  use  the  expression 
of  an  enthusiast  "the  blind  schools  simply 
aren't  in  it  that  don't  have  athletic  com- 
petitions with  other  schools  and  seeing 
rivals." 

The  Light  House  wants  a  part  in  this. 

A    GOOD    BASKET    BALL    TEAM    OF  BLIND 
GIRLS. 

The  first  time  in  history  we  find  that 
a  basket  ball  team  of  blind  girls  com- 
peted with  great  spirit  with  a  team  of 
seeing  girls.  The  Pittsburgh  school  was 
responsible  for  the  excellent  shape  of  its 
blind  pupils  who  vied  against  the  Indiana 
State  Normal  School  team.  One  splen- 
did basket  was  made  by  a  blind  girl  from 
a  difficult  position  under  the  basket  and 
other  plays  were  admirable.  Though  the 
blind  girls  did  not  win,  their  seeing  op- 
ponents are  working  hard  to  keep  their 
honors  next  year  when  the  blind  team  wdll 
have  had  time  to  become  more  expert. 
The  Secretary  had  the  privilege  of  seeing 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE  WARDROBE 
A  blind  wage  earner  buying  clothes  for  the 
Opera,  tickets  for  which  the  Association's 
ticket  bureau  gives  her 


some  remarkably  good  playing  by  this 
team  of  blind  girls,  and  advises  the 
others  to  watch  out  for  their  laurels ! 

TICKET  BUREAU. 

The  Ticket  Bureau  for  the  Blind  was 
founded  in  1903,  two  years  before  the 
founding  of  the  Association.  It  is,  how- 
ever, still  a  vital  part  of  our  work,  which 
does  much  good  not  only  to  cheer  our 
blind  people  and  to  help  them  to  be  care- 
ful of  their  personal  appearance,  but  it 
acts  as  a  great  educator  and  gives  spurs 
to  their  imagination,  which  we  are  con- 
vinced makes  them  better  helpers  and 
workers  for  themselves  and  the  Light- 
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house.  Over  12,000  tickets  have  been 
sent  out  from  the  first  ticket  bureau. 
For  further  details  of  the  Ticket  Bureau 
see  pages  1  and  2. 

A  bhnd  woman,  Mrs.  K.,  had  eagerly 
availed  herself  of  the  tickets  for  concerts 
and  theatre.  Her  sister  acted  as  guide. 
One  day  we  received  the  following  letter 
from  a  friend : 

"I  am  sorry  that  Mrs.  K.  and  her  guide 
cannot  attend  the  musical  entertainment 
on  the  28th,  as  her  sister,  who  has  been 
her  guide,  is  now  blind  also."  The  Asso- 
ciation on  hearing  this  at  once  set  to 
work  to  bring  a  double  quantity  of  light 
and  cheer  into  the  lives  of  its  two  blind 
wards,  where  it  had  formerly  had  only 
one  to  look  after,  and  promptly  furnished 
an  able  guide,  whose  mission  was  to 
bring  the  two  sisters  from  their  desolate 
tenements  into  the  light  and  to  see  that 
they  had  all  the  music,  work  and  happi- 
ness which  they  were  able  to  assimilate. 

Ticket  stories  could  be  given  without 
end.  The  demands  for  various  forms  of 
entertainment' for  our  blind  public  are 
sometimes  surprising.  We  have  had 
clamorous  calls  for  Hippodrome  tickets, 
for  minstrel  shows,  as  well  as  for  oratorio 
and  Parsifal. 

LETTER  FROM  A  BLIND  RECIPIENT  OF  CON- 
CERT TICKETS. 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasant  privilege 
to  thank  you  most  heartily,  and  through 
your  courtesy  to  thank  the  donor  of  the 
box  seats  at  Carnegie  Hall  last  evening. 

The  music  was  grand,  thrilling  and  im- 
pressive, and  I  assure  you  it  was  thor- 
oughly enjoyed.  To  be  permitted  to  en- 
joy such  recitals  is  certainly  a  treat. 

Wishing  you  and  your  noble  work  a 
very  prosperous  and  profitable  New 
Year,  I  remain. 

Gratefully  yours. 

THE  CLOTHING  BUREAU. 

The  clothing  bureau  is  a  very  impor- 
tant factor  in  our  program.  Often  com- 
fortable and  becoming  raiment,  which 
may  be  obtained  at  a  nominal  price  at  our 


bureau,  completes  the  miracle  of  enabling 
a  blind  man  or  woman  who  has  learned 
how  to  be  blind  and  how  to  do  something 
well  enough  to  become  a  wage-earner,  to 
make  such  a  good  impression  that  he  or 
she  is  able  to  obtain  a  position  in  the 
sighted  world.  Sometimes  it  supplies 
even  more  vital  needs,  as  for  example,  re- 
habilitating a  blind  man  who  leaves  the 
poor  house  or  the  hospital  and  having 
been  taught  how  to  be  blind  returns  to 
his  former  place  in  the  community. 

FROM     A     BLIND     BENEFICIARY     OF  OUR 
WARDROBE. 

I  appreciate  your  kind  foresight  in 
finding  me  that  nice  long  cloak,  wdiich 
keeps  me  so  warm.  I  suffer  so  from 
the  winter  winds  I  can  scarcely  walk,  so 
you  see  you  did  a  deal  of  good  by  being 
so  kind  to  me,  as  I  must  keep  going 
through  storm  or  sunshine.  My  sister 
and  brother  are  not  at  all  well,  and 
seemingly  everything  must  depend  on 
what  I  can  sell  or  earn  this  winter  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  the  door.  So  if  you 
can  let  me  have  some  rafifia  and  some 
worsted,  so  I  can  work  winter  evenings 
at  home,  I  will  be  very  much  obliged  to 
you.  I  appreciate  the  privilege  of  your 
kindness  in  sending  me  tickets  for  con- 
certs, but  I  cannot  attend  anything  ex- 
cept on  Saturdays,  as  I  get  home  too  late 
for  anything  of  the  sort,  except  some- 
thing at  the  Association  Rooms,  which  I 
enjoy  very  much. 

Please  give  my  love  to  all  the  class, 
and  wishing  you  all  a  merry  Christmas, 
I  am  as  ever  yours  in  love. 

THE  REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE  BLIND  IN  SO- 
CIAL LIFE  AND  AT  HOME. 

This  is  an  important  matter  for  con- 
sideration and  action.  The  blind  who 
have  been  often  isolated  by  their  affliction 
not  infrequently  lose  that  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  little  niceties,  forget  how  to 
handle  their  teacups  properly  and  be- 
come careless  of  their  personal  appear- 
ance. It  is  due  to  every  one  who  has 
their  welfare  at  heart  to  try  to  help  them 
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to  behave  and  appear  at  their  best.  The 
Secretary  struggled  with  a  Wind  boy  who 
had  been  regardless  of  his  personal  ap- 
pearance and  to  whom  the  services  of 
shoe  brush  or  tooth  brush  had  been  to- 
tally unknown.  For  several  years  she 
labored  with  him  and  had  almost  given 
up  the  effort  as  useless.  He  had  not  been 
seen  for  some  time  when  he  appeared 
suddenly  radiant  and  transfigured,  with 
shining  boots  and  ivory  teeth.  After  an 
exchange  of  confidences  as  to  how  the 
miracle  had  been  wrought  and  why  and 
how  he  had  come  to  think  of  the  vanities 
as  implied  by  soap  and  brushes,  he  re- 
marked, "Yes,  I  have  really  bought  a 
tooth  brush.  I  own  one.  Do  you  very 
much  mind?  I  have  named  it  after  you 
and  I  use  it  each  morning."  The  story 
may  seem  frivolous,  but  if  applied  seri- 
ously it  is  of  deep  significance.  Often 
the  lack  of  tooth  brush  technique  has 
prevented  a  man  becoming  a  peer  of  the 
realm  or  entering  the  Senate,  and,  as  we 
know,  a  dirty  or  an  untidy  blind  person, 
unless  he  is  contented  to  be  a  beggar, 
would  have  a  hard  and  thorny  path  to 
travel.  The  Association  is  not  opening 
classes  in  etiquette,  but  it  notices  that  the 
Lighthouse  visitors  acquire  the  habit  of 
brushing  their  clothes  and  looking  nice 
and  give  up  the  practice  of  drinking  from 
their  saucers  or  swallowing  a  bun  at  a 
mouthful.  Perhaps  it  is  the  atmosphere, 
but  at  all  events  the  change  is  an  impor- 
tant one,  and  is  recommended  not  only 
to  those  blind  who  should  observe  it,  but 
to  their  friends  who  should  help  them  to 
the  art  of  being  charming  and  person- 
able. 

EDUCATIONAL  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Association  started  the  first  edu- 
cational campaign,  to  instruct  the  seeing 
public  and  the  blind,  in  the  laws  of  pre- 
vention and  the  needs  of  the  blind.  The 
Secretary  and  other  members  and  friends 
of  the  Association  have  given  talks  in 
different  places  on  the  prevention  of 
blindness  and  of  work  for  the  blind,  il- 
lustrated by  lantern  slides  and  bv  exhib- 
its of  work  done  by  the  blind.  The  As- 
sociation has  been  represented  by  speak- 
ers and  exhibits  at  Charitv  Conferences 


here  and  abroad.  We  have  distributed 
approximately  25,000  reports  and  over 
34,000  leaflets.  An  exhibition  of  descrip- 
tive screens  has  been  shown  at  various 
conferences.  For  details  see  report  of 
the  chairman  of  the  special  committee 
on  page  88. 

THE  MUSEUM. 

Our  museum  is  growing  steadily  if 
surreptitiously,  as  owing  to  lack  of  space 
it  has  to  live  in  boxes  and  barrels,  but  it's 
even  now  a  splendid  and  inspiring  little 
thing,  in  and  on  top  of  one  big  bookcase. 

CLEARING  THE  HORIZON  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Think  if  you  were  a  blind  man  and  had 
just  lost  your  sight  and  didn't  believe 
that  you  could  do  anything,  and  in  this 
frame  of  mind  came  to  the  Lighthouse. 
There  a  very  good  pair  of  scissors  was 
slipped  into  your  hands  and  you  were  told 
that  a  blind  man  had  made  them,  and  the 
shelf  of  good  cutlery  which  you  could 
look  at  with  your  ten  eyes  if  you  wished. 
Then  you  were  shown  a  fine  statue  which 
really  appealed  to  your  sense  of  touch — 
the  work  of  a  blind  sculptor — and  little 
by  little  you  began  to  use  the  tools  for 
working,  writing,  reading,  the  games, 
machines  and  appliances,  which  could 
clear  your  dark  horizon  and  fill  it  with 
light  through  work. 

SHOWING   THE  HISTORY    OF   THE  BLIND. 

There  is  also  the  blind  seeing  person, 
who  through  ignorance  of  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  blind  gently  and  charitably 
classifies  them  as  something  between 
invalids  and  idiots,  and  hence,  inevitably, 
as  tragic  incapables.  The  history  of  what 
the  blind  have  done  and  the  means  by 
which  they  can  become  free  if  we  will 
only  give  them  a  chance,  is  a  revelation 
— a  shock  which  if  he  is  an  intelligent 
observer  usually  turns  him  into  a  convert 
and  enthusiast  for  the  education  of  the 
blind. 

We  need  to  extend  our  museum  and 
we  want  a  modest  sum  to  do  it  with.  This 
should  appeal  to  some  poetic  and  sympa- 
thetic friend.  A  new  possibility  for  great 
usefulness  and  in  a  unique  and  in  this 
country  practically  virgin  field. 
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PUBLIC  MEETINGS  OF  THE  AS- 
SOCIATION. 

ENTERTAINMENTS  GIVEN  BY  THE  ASSOCI- 
ATION. 

The  Association  started  with  a  capital 
of  $400.00,  and  no  plant.  It  therefore 
grew  in  the  homes  and  liearts  of  its 
friends,  and  the  following  entertainments 
were  held  to  make  the  continuance  of  its 
work  possible.  A  Grand  Redoute  Rose 
and  Balle  de  Tete  held  at  the  Hotel  Pla- 
za, a  performance  at  the  Hippodrome, 
which  included  an  amateur  circus  and 
ballet  of  butterflies,  also  speeches  by 
Richard  Watson  Gilder,  Mr.  Henry  W. 
Taft  and  the  Secretary,  and  a  wonderful 
exhibit  by  the  pupils  of  the  Overbrook 
School  for  the  Blind  in  pyramid  building, 
swimming  and  life-saving  feats  in  the 
tank ;  there  was  also  an  extensive  indus- 
trial exhibit  by  the  blind  ;  a  Fete  de'Avia- 
tion  and  a  Fete  V'alentinienne  given  at 
the  Hotel  Astor,  and  the  Blind  Workers' 
Exhibition.  Last  year  the  ofificers  of  the 
Association  were  convinced  that  the  only 
way  to  educate  the  blind  was  by  a  graph- 
ic object  lesson  of  the  capacities  of  the 
blind.  For  this  purpose  they  were  given 
the  Metropolitan  Opera  House,  where 
200  blind  workers  illustrated  their  indus- 
tries of  basket-making,  shoe-making, 
broom-making  to  stenography  and  wire- 
less telegraph  operating.  The  exhibition 
was  opened  by  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  whose  address  is  given  on  page 
79.  The  Chairman  for  the  evening  and 
for  the  exhibition  was  the  Hon.  Joseph 
H.  Choate,  whose  speech  is  also  given. 
The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Senator 
Gore  and  Miss  Helen  Keller,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  President  and  Mr.  Choate, 
spoke  briefly.  For  further  details  of  this 
most  interesting  event,  see  pages  11 
and  16. 

TWO  PUBLIC  MEETINGS. 

In  order  to  make  the  public  realize  the 
condition  of  the  blind  and  the  need  for 
the  Association's  work,  two  public  meet- 
ings were  held  on  March  29th,  1906,  and 
on  January  15th,  1907,  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria.  Among  those  who  spoke  on 
the.se  occasions  were  Mark  Twain  (Mr. 


Samuel  Clemens,  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Association),  who  also  read  a  letter 
from  Miss  Helen  Keller.  The  Hon.  Jo- 
seph H.  Choate  also  spoke.  Mr.  C.  F.  F. 
Campbell  showed  moving  pictures  of  the 
wonderful  work  done  for  the  blind  in  the 
Royal  Normal  College  at  Norwood,  Eng- 
land. Music  was  furnished  by  the  blind 
musicians,  Miss  Labaraque  and  Mr. 
O'Brien.  At  the  second  meeting.  Dr. 
Abbott,  Bishop  Greer,  and  Dr.  Moon 
and  Miss  Helen  Keller,  whose  speech 
was  repeated  by  Dr.  Graham  Bell,  spoke, 
and  Mr.  Morford  showed  pictures  of  the 
blind  at  work  and  play.  The  music  was 
given  by  the  blind  violinist,  Edward 
Graase,  who  generously  volunteered  his 
services. 

After  the  conclusiion  of  the  first  meet- 
ing the  guests  adjourned  to  our  first 
great  industrial  exhibit  held  in  the  Astor 
Gallery — where  Miss  Keller  held  a  re- 
ception. This  proved  one  of  the  most  en- 
thusiastic and  touching  scenes  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Association.  The  thousands 
of  blind  and  seeing  friends  and  admirers 
of  Miss  Keller  pushed  and  clamored  so 
to  meet  her  that  the  staff  and  detectives 
allotted  to  keep  order  were  totally  unable 
to  keep  back  the  crowd  which  surged  to- 
ward Miss  Keller,  who,  on  a  raised  plat- 
form, greeted  every  one  with  delight, 
sharing  her  flowers  with  her  humblest 
appreciator,  who  carried  awav  leaves  or 
stems  to  be  hoarded  as  precious  tokens 
from  the  Arch  Priestess  of  the  Blind. 

ANNUAL  SALES. 

The  Association's  work  has  been  all 
along  not  only  to  educate  the  blind,  but 
through  him  and  his  ability  to  teach  the 
public  his  need  and  capacity.  With  this 
end  in  view,  exhibitions  were  held  even 
in  the  original  home  of  the  Association, 
where  blind  people  were  seen  at  work  in 
their  various  tasks.  Each  year  we  have 
increased  the  importance  of  these  exhibi- 
tions and  included  in  them  a  sale  of  arti- 
cles made  by  the  blind  suitable  for 
Christmas  presents. 

ANNUAL  MEETINGS. 

Five  annual  meetings  have  been  held. 
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After  adjournment,  the  guests  inspected 
the  work  of  the  Lighthouse. 

CO-OPERATION. 

As  our  work  extends,  the  faithful  co- 
operation which  we  receive  from  associ- 
ations and  organizations  of  all  kinds,  as 
well  as  individuals,  becomes  proportion- 
ately greater,  it  seems  futile  to  attempt 
to  name  individually  the  hosts  of  friends 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  making  our 
work  possible.  We  must,  however,  make 
a  special  mention  of  the  editors  and  re- 
porters who  have  so  ably  placed  our 
work  and  our  needs  before  the  public. 
We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  State 
Charities  Aid  Association,  City  Visiting 
Committee,  the  Charity  Organization  So- 
ciety, the  New  York  Association  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  the 
New  York  Board  of  Education,  the 
Hebrew  Charities,  the  Jewish  Orphan 
Asylum,  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Chari- 
ties, the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  of  Jersev 
City. 

The  help  of  the  various  hospitals,  doc- 
tors, clinics,  dispensaries,  including  the 
Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  the 
Vanderbilt  Clinic,  the  Presbyterian  Hos- 
pital, the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infir- 
mary, the  Neurological  Clinic,  the  New 
York  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
and  the  New  York  Board  of  Health  has 
been  inestimable. 

It  would  be  useless  to  attempt  a  list  of 
our  friends.  Those  who  have  contrib- 
uted under  any  definite  head,  by  social 
service  or  gifts,  are  listed  on  page  100, 
but  we  feel  particularly  bound  to  make 
public  acknowledgment  of  our  great  debt 
to  President  Taft  for  making  our  cause 
I  known  throughout  the  world  by  his  elo- 
i  quent  speech  on  our  behalf  at  the  Metro- 
politan Opera  House,  and  by  his  laying 
of  the  corner-stone  for  our  new  Light- 
house ;  to  Mr.  Choate  for  his  puissant 
aid,  not  only  by  what  the  President 
called  his  "mellifluous  voice"  raised  in 
our  behalf  but  his  untiring  sympathy 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Blind  Workers'  Exhibition,  and  as  Chair- 
man for  the  ceremonies  of  laying  our 
corner-stone.     We    owe    our  especial 


thanks  to  Mr.  Felix  Warburg  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Curtis  James  for  making,  by  their 
faith  and  financial  support,  the  undertak- 
ing of  the  Blind  Workers'  Exhibition 
possible,  and  to  General  Roe,  whose  sym- 
pathy in  handling  the  crowds  of  blind 
and  seeing  at  both  the  exhibition  and  cor- 
ner-stone ceremony,  was  as  successful  as 
it  was  herculean. 

A  more  detailed  list  of  those  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  the  success  of  the 
exhibition  and  our  ball,  is  given  in  the  re- 
port ofthechairman.  (See  pages  11  tol6.) 
But  we  must  thank  again  most  heartily 
our  many  seeing  and  blind,  known  and 
anonymous,  friends  who  have  aided  with 
their  untiring  sympathy  and  work.  Noth- 
ing has  been  done  for  us  which  we  have 
not  noted  with  appreciation  and  grati- 
tude. 

THE  STAFF. 

The  stafif  deserves  a  paragraph  to  it- 
self. It  is  small,  because  so  much  of  our 
work  is  volunteer.  All  the  officers,  in- 
cluding the  chairmen  of  committees,  are 
volunteers,  but  our  trusted  Lighthouse 
crew  work  just  as  much  for  the  love  of 
the  work- — just  as  whole-heartedly  and 
unselfishly  as  it  is  possible  for  any  to 
work,  and  as  for  the  captain  of  the  crew, 
Miss  Rogers,  it  is  all  that  we  can  do  to 
prevent  her  being  literally  eaten  up  by 
her  zeal  for  the  work,  which  she  does  so 
efficiently.  The  officers  and  the  public 
owe  a  debt  of  thanks  to  these  unselfish 
men  and  women,  from  the  janitor  and  his 
wife  up  to  those  in  command. 

BEGGARS. 

Begging  still  continues  to  be  an  ex- 
tremely remunerative  occupation  for  the 
blind.  When  the  community  realizes  that 
every  penny  given  to  the  blind  man  is 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  ef¥orts  of  the 
workers  who  try  to  fit  the  blind  to  be- 
come self-respecting  wage-earners,  and 
how  much  better  they  could  aid  the  blind 
by  giving  them  teaching  and  remunera- 
tive employment  through  us,  one  of  our 
great  difficulties  will  be  overcome. 

THE  DEFECTIVE  BLIND. 

The  defective  blind  constitute  a  prob- 
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lem  of  great  difficulty.  In  all  civilized 
communities  provision  should  be  made, 
either  for  their  being  educated  by  them- 
selves so  as  to  bring  out  whatever  intel- 
ligence or  abilities  they  may  have,  or  ad- 
equate provision  should  be  made  for 
them  in  existing  institutions  for  the  back- 
ward or  defective.  The  willingness  of 
the  superintendent  in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  to  ac- 
cept blind  children  is  deeply  appreciated, 
but  the  provision  for  them  in  the  State 
of  New  York  is  totally  inadequate.  We 
have  commented  on  this  need  in  our  com- 
munity for  some  time  and  we  hope  that 
in  our  next  report  we  will  be  able  to  note 
that  the  want  has  been  adequately  met. 

LOSS  OF  EYES  THROUGH  NEEDLESS  MINING 
ACCIDENTS. 

Though  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  is 
covered  in  our  report  on  page  85,  these 
shocking  figures,  recently  quoted  in 
Washington,  deserve  especial  attention. 

Dr.  John  R.  Haynes,  special  commis- 
sioner of  mining  accidents  occurring  in 
the  United  States,  who  was  appointed  by 
the  Governor  of  California,  says :  "More 
than  30.000  workers  in  the  coal  mines  of 
the  United  States  have  lost  their  lives 
and  their  eyesight  during  the  last  twenty- 
one  years.  These  distressing  accidents 
could  have  been  prevented  to  a  very 
great  extent  if  all  blasting  in  mines  were 
done  during  the  absence  of  the  miners, 
the  explosives  being  fired  by  a  firer  from 
without  the  mines. 

DANGEROUS  HAT  PINS. 

The  Association  wishes  to  impress  the 
blind  and  seeing  readers  of  its  report 
with  the  hat  pin  danger.  In  Berlin  there 
has  been  a  crusade  against  this  weapon. 
In  Omaha,  N.  Y.,  several  people  have  re- 
cently been  blinded  by  long  hat  pins.  A 
bill,  entitled  "Regulating  the  Wearing  of 
Hat  Pins,"  has  been  introduced  in  the  St. 
Louis  Municipal  Assembly.  Any  woman 
who  wears  a  hat  pin  which  protrudes 
more  than  half  an  inch  beyond  the  crown 
of  her  hat  subjects  herself  to  a  fine  of 
from  five  to  one  hundred  dollars.  It  is 
high  time  for  public  opinion  to  push  the 


crusade  against  the  dangerous  hat  pin 
and  to  abolish  it  in  the  largest  city  of  the 
land. 

FRAUDS. 

At  the  Blind  Workers"  Expositfon  (see 
pages  11  to  16)  we  had  an  exhibit  of  bogus 
signs  and  begging  appliances,  which  had 
been  seized  from  frauds  who  made  a  good 
livelihood  by  imposing  on  the  public 
as  blind.  There  are  lots  of  make-believe 
blind  people  and  there  are  lots  of  danger- 
ous charlatans  who  pretend  to  cure 
blindness  by  magic  glasses,  medicines, 
hypnotic  cures,  etc.  The  Association  is 
glad  to  supply  any  helpful  information  to 
the  blind  man  or  to  the  public.  It  keeps 
complete  lists  of  hospitals,  clinics,  reputa- 
ble doctors,  and  the  services  of  its  ocu- 
lists and  physicians  are  at  the  disposal  of 
those  blind  people  who  need  them.  See 
report  of  the  oculist  and  physician  of 
the  Association. 

THE  LOST  AND  THE  MIGRATORY  BLIND. 

Not  only  do  the  blind  of  our  own  State 
seek  refuge,  work  and  fun  at  the  Light- 
house, but  the  stranded  and  lost  flock 
there,  knowing  that  they  will  be  welcome 
and  that  they  can  count  on  the  cheerful 
hosts  to  do  all  in  their  power,  not  only  to 
show  them  the  sights  of  the  town,  but  to 
give  the  information  and  equipment 
which  will  again  put  them  in  touch  with 
those  whom  they  need  and  will  put  them 
in  better  shape  for  their  journey. 

A  blind  man  who  thought  that  he  was 
without  friends  in  our  town  was  in  a  des- 
perate plight  when  the  Association  found 
a  temporary  resting  place  for  him.  His 
surprise  and  gratitude  were  great.  He 
writes  (in  the  wonderful  straggling  hand 
of  the  untrained  blind)  :  "For  all  your 
loving  kindness  to  me,  a  stranger,  I  thank 
you.  I  was  surprised  and  pleased  that 
you  were  able  to  read  my  writing."  Here 
is  a  friend  of  the  Association  for  life, 
who  now,  in  his  comfortable  country 
home,  is  starting  by  his  enthusiasm,  kin- 
dled at  the  New  York  Association,  a  lit- 
tle unknown  and  unchartered  Lighthouse 
for  the  blind. 

Another  blind  man,  whom  we  had  be- 
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friended,  passing  through  the  city,  wrote 
to  us :  "Each  day  I  have  most  keenly  felt 
it  my  duty  to  express  to  you  my  grati- 
tude for  your  great  kindness  and  hos- 
pitality while  I  was  in  New  York.  No- 
where have  I  ever  experienced  such  a 


I  hope  to  give  evidence  of  my  apprecia 
tion  in  the  near  future. 

This  blind  man  learned  so  many  in 
spiring  and  helpful  things  at  the  Associa 
tion  that  he  also  wishes  to  spread  its 
propaganda ! 


#>^^  PREVENTION 
or  BLINDNESS 

Wood  ./llcohol 


./I  grog^cnj  which  uses  this  dcadli)  poison 
\o  adiiUcralc  w  Incs  and  liqiiors 


Wood  alcohol  cost  iliis  manhissighL 
Ihc  most  expensive  drink  on  record. 

'l)e-odorizalion  of  wood 


alcohol  s-liould  he  prohibited 


Cofniin//ec  Jorj^eyr/if/on 
M2/Jlssocui//oii  for  t/ie  'Bii/tc/. 


^DISCARDED  BADGES 
OF  BEGGARY 

Light  ihroLi^h  work  enabled  {he 
unhappy  men. who  wore  such  5ij;"nx 
io  enter  wa^c-carning  trade.';  and  become 
liapp)-.  ^elf-respcclm^^,  independent. 


Begging"  at  one  time  was  considered 
■the  only  po5sible  means  of  support 
for  the  Blind 
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friendly,  cordial  grasp  of  the  hand  as  at 
the  Lighthouse.  I  have  been  advised  to 
visit  your  city  again,  and  am  hoping  to 
accomplish  something  by  that  time.  Now 
that  you  have  assisted  me  in  heating  the 
irons,  I  shall  hope  to  keep  them  red  hot. 


WHAT  THE  OPENING  FOR  THE  BLIND  W A: 

In  the  olden  days  there  were  some  e> 
ceptional  blind  people  who  were  propt 
ets,  poets  and  soothsayers,  but  the  va< 
majority  were  beggars.  Later,  in  Franc 
we  find  them  even  regarded  as  mount< 
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banks  (see  Illustration  on  page  56)  rig- 
ged up  in  burlesque  dress,  they  were 
hired  to  make  fun  for  the  rich,  and  to 
play  in  the  cafes  and  amusement  places. 
Their  systematic  education  only  began  a 
hundred  years  ago  and  then  the  philan- 
thropy of  the  community  was  directed 
mostly  to  the  comparatively  small  num- 
ber of  blind  children  and  to  a  few  of  the 
aged  and  infirm  who  were  shut  up  in 
homes.  The  majority  dependent  on  char- 
ity were  housed  in  poorhouses,  lunatic 
asylums  or  prisons,  or  forced  to  beg. 
With  the  exception  of  one  small  broom- 
shop  for  men,  no  provision  was  made  in 
New  York  for  the  independent  blind 
adult. 

WHAT   THE  OPENING  FOR   THE   BLIND  IS 
TO-DAY,  OWING  TO  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

To-day  the  Association  stands  ready  to 
answer  any  cry  for  help  that  comes  to  it 
within  its  radius,  and  to  make  every  ef- 
fort possible  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  any  blind  person  anywhere.  As  it  is 
on  a  friendly  footing  with  the  workers 
for  the  blind  throughout  the  world,  it  can 
promptly  call  for  aid  in  most  quarters. 
We  are  in  touch  with  the  blind  in  China, 
Japan,  Egypt,  and  the  islands  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  What  we  can  do,  we  want 
to.  The  only  thing  that  stops  our  doing 
the  work  we  have  at  heart  is  lack  of 
funds.  Nothing  else  could  possibly 
check  us. 

WHAT  WE  HAVE  PRO\ED. 

The  Association  started  to  do  its  work 
and  has  pursued  its  course  unflinchingly 
to  lend  a  hand  wherever  the  blind  need  it 
and  however  they  need  it.  In  reviewing 
its  history  for  the  past  five  years,  it  is 
gratifying  to  see  that  everything  that  it 
started  has  not  only  proved  worth  while 
and  necessary,  but  in  most  cases  has  been 
taken  up  as  part  of  the  program  of  other 
organizations. 

WORK   WHICH    HAS   SPRUNG   FROM  OURS. 

Six  Lighthouses  owe  their  origin  to  us 
directly,  or  have  been  largely  inspired  by 
us.  Our  influence  has  been  felt  in  the 
Orient,  so  that  associations  modeled  after 


us  are  springing  up  there.  From  the 
parent  ticket  bureau,  thirteen  other 
branches  have  sprung.  The  campaign 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  for 
which  we  had  the  first  lay  committee,  has 
become  national  and  international.  Two 
clubs  have  sprung  from  ours  and  others 
are  forming.  Following  the  example  of 
the  work  grafted  by  us  on  the  New  York 
public  schools,  the  schools  of  Newark 
in  New  Jeisey  have  opened  their  doors 
to  the  blind.  Workshops  are  springing 
up  throughout  the  country,  most  of 
which  we  are  told  are  owing  to  our  ex- 
ample. It  is  not,  however,  the  tabulation 
of  work  sprung  from  us  which  indicates 
in  any  way  the  scope  of  our  influence. 
Through  our  object  lessons,  especially 
through  the  blind  workers'  exhibition, 
which  attracted  visitors  from  all  over  the 
country,  and  many  foreigners,  and 
showed  what  the  blind  worker  could  do, 
we  have  done  much  to  change  the  atti- 
tude of  the  public  to  the  blind.  The  re- 
fusal to  accept  him  as  a  fellow  worker — ■ 
the  inclination  to  treat  him  as  an  invalid 
or  a  beggar — were,  and  still  are.  the 
greatest  stumbling  blocks  in  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  blind.  When  we  suggested 
the  employment  of  blind  switchboard 
operators  we  were  regarded  as  distinct- 
ly impracticable,  but  New  York  is  not 
alone  now  in  employing  blind  switch- 
board operators.  Boston,  Baltimore  and 
other  towns  boast  of  theirs.  When  we 
suggested  in  Chicago  stenography  for 
the  blind,  everyone  was  astonished  and 
incredulous,  but  it  is  gratifying  that  the 
Bureau  of  Charities  there  now  employs  a 
blind  stenographer.  These  are  merelv 
examples  of  numerous  similar  instances. 

OUR  WORK  NON-SECT.^RIAN. 

A  glance  at  our  Advisory  Board  shows 
that  it  includes  workers  of  many  sects. 
It  is  our  ambition  to  do  whatever  we  can 
to  help  any  blind  person,  irrespective  of 
age,  color  or  belief.  We  try  by  educa- 
tion and  hope  to  free  our  wards  from  the 
bondage  of  blindness,  realizing  that 
"  Where  the  spirit  of  Truth  is,  there  is 
liberty,"  and  we  try  to  compensate  for 
the  loss  of  vision  by  the  recognition  of 
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the  fact  that  "The  things  which  are  seen 
are  temporal,  but  the  things  which  are 
not  seen  are  eternal." 

WHAT    IS    THE    LIGHT    OF    THE  LIGHT- 
HOUSE? 

This  question  is  asked  only  by  those 
who  have  not  worked  with  us  or  met  our 
pupils.    The  light  of  the  Lighthouse  is 


brightness  the  germs  and  monsters  of 
darkness  and  despondency  for  the  sighted 
and  the  blind  in  a  way  that  no  seeing 
person,  no  matter  how  intelligent,  and 
how  philosophic,  can  possibly  do.  This 
shows  in  part  how  important  it  is  for  us 
to  employ  intelligent  blind  helpers  and 
teachers  wherever  possible. 


A  BLIND  TELEPHONE  SWITCHBOARD  OPERATOR 
(New  York  Association  for  the  Blind) 


the  light  not  only  of  our  ideals,  but  of 
enlightening  ideas,  which  teach  the  blind 
how  through  work  they  may  let  the  light 
shine  into  what  has  before  been  their 
prisons  of  darkness.  When  our  wards 
have  once  found  of  what  they  are  capa- 
ble and  that  they  can  teach  others  as 
despondent  and  afflicted  in  blindness  as 
they  have  been,  how  to  be  happy  and  use- 
ful again,  they  become  great  bearers  of 
light  themselves,  and,  like  bits  of  radium, 
they  can  scatter  and  eat  up  with  their 


THE  BLIND  LEADING  THE  SEEING. 

Whatever  light  our  wards  find  at  the 
Lighthouse  is  quickly  deflected  anc 
brightens  up  somebody  else.  A  blinc 
woman,  whose  case  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Association  through  th< 
fact  that  she  and  the  other  members  o; 
her  family  were  destitute  and  almos 
starving,  received  a  Christmas  dinne: 
from  the  Association,  and  in  the  good 
ness  of  her  heart  sent  word  to  a  blinc 
inan  and  his  wife  that  they  should  com 
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A  Blind  Missionary  Reading  to  Sighted  Invalid  in  a  Tenement 
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and  share  the  festivities  of  the  day  with 
her.  The  Wind  are  great  missionaries, 
Tliey  even  read  to  or  teach  the  seeing,  or 
help,  through  their  philanthropic  com- 
mittees, the  hopeless  blind  in  the  poor- 
house  or  the  hopeless  sick,  or  even  the 
seeing  hypochondriac,  who  is  fortified  by 
the  presence  of  a  cheerful,  clear-headed 
blind   masseur.     The   painstaking  and 


tenacity  to  what  it  has  tried  and  found 
good,  but  wishes  its  goods  to  be  the  very 
best  and  to  keep  it  well  abreast  of  the 
times. 

SCIENTIFIC  BUSINESS  MANAGEMENT. 

The  Secretary,  with  the  Superinten- 
dent and  the  Manager  of  the  men's 
workshop,  visited  Mr.  Frederick  Taylor 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
A  Blind  Wireless  Operator,  who  has  with  Apparatus  Made  by  Himself,  sent  messages  to 

Steamers,  three  hundred  miles  out 


capable  blind  workman  can  efficiently 
teach  his  trade  to  any  one  who  will  learn. 

OUR  IDEALS. 

Tlie  Association  welcomes  criticism  or 
advice,  and  realizes  to  the  full  that  noth- 
ing is  settled  until  it  is  well  settled.  It  is 
eager  to  accept  any  new  suggestions  that 
seem  practicable  and  is  prepared  to  lay 
in  its  new  set  of  Fall  and  Spring  ideas, 
like  any  department  store.   It  holdswith 


last  Spring  in  hopes  of  learning  from 
him  ideas  of  economy  and  efficiency 
which  could  be  applied  advantageously 
to  the  problems  of  the  Association.  Mr. 
Taylor  was  deeply  interested  in  the  Asso- 
ciation plans  and  indicated  the  lines  on 
which  scientific  business  management 
may  be  worked  out  to  be  of  great  benefit 
to  us.  We  hail  cordially  any  suggestion 
how  to  save  a  penny  or  how  to  make  a 
penny. 
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WE  ARE  EAGER  TO  WORK  WITH  OTHERS. 

The  Association  is  most  eager  to  co- 
operate in  every  way  with  individuals  or 
organizations,  and  welcomes  any  ter.- 
dency  to  put  itself  out  of  business  either 
through  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  or 
placing  its  fledglings  in  the  seeing  worl  J. 

THE  PERMANENT  NEED  OF  THE  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

No  matter  how  much  of  its  work  may 
be  prevented  or  absorbed,  the  Associa- 
tion will  always  be  a  Lighthouse  for  the 
bewildered  blind  who  suddenly  lose  their 
sight  and  are  plunged  unprepared  into 
darkness,  who  do  not  know  where  to  turn 
or  what  to  do.  The  Lighthouse  can  point 
the  way  to  self-help  for  such. 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  A  CLEARING  HOUSE  FOR 
THE  BLIND. 

Remember,  even  at  present,  the  blind 
un4,er  school  age  are  only  one-quarter  of 
the  entire  number.  The  Lighthouse  will 
probably  always  have  its  field  of  useful- 
ness in  after  care  for  some  school  chil- 
dren, teaching  them  how  to  be  wage- 
earners  and  finding  work  for  them.  Its 
vital  work  as  an  Information  Bureau  and 
an  Educator,  through  its  demonstrations 
and  its  museum  for  the  blind  and  seeing 
is  assured  for  ages.  As  a  place  where  the 
blind  may  have  their  black,  hopeless 
horizons  cleared  and  filled  with  light 
it  will  continue  essential.  As  a  Clear- 
ance House  for  work  of  the  blind  and 
an  agent  for  them,  it  is  important 
and  to  the  seeing  its  work  will  remain 
necessary. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLEMENT  HOUSE  FOR  THE 
BLIND  IN  THE  WORLD. 

Our  new  Lighthouse,  which  is  now 
building,  will  be  the  first  Settlement 
House  for  the  Blind  in  the  world.  It 
will  fill  the  needs  which  our  present 
Lighthouse  does,  with  the  additional  help 
of  having  room  enough  to  do  the  work  it 
has  undertaken,  and  more,  under  proper 
conditions  for  air  and  light.  We  have 
not  the  funds  to  pay  for  this  new  build- 
ing, the  need  for  which  is  so  urgent,  and 
the  land  carries  a  mortgage  of  $40,000. 


WHAT  THE  BLIND  CAN  DO. 

The  largest  doctor's  fee  in  the  world, 
we  are  told,  was  paid  to  a  blind  man,  Dr. 
Gale  of  London.  The  newspaper  with 
one  of  the  greatest  circulations  in  the 
world,  was  run  and  belonged  to  a  blind 
man — Pulitzer. 

The  president  of  the  company  which 
builds  the  yachts  which  have  made  Amer- 
ica the  mistress  of  the  seas,  is  blind. 
Blind  men  have  catalogued  plants  and 
flowers.  To-day  a  blind  man  is  professor 
of  chemistry  in  one  of  our  own  univer- 
sities, Prof.  Campbell,  and  Senator  Gore, 
the  blind  Senator  from  Oklahoma,  is  one 
of  the  most  vigorous  men  in  our  Senate. 
A  blind  boy  wireless  operator  has  con- 
structed his  own  wireless  apparatus  with 
which  he  sends  and  receives  messages 
hundreds  of  miles  away. 

Mr.  John  Kennedy,  a  blind  consulting 
engineer,  was  appointed  as  the  delegate 
of  the  Canadian  Government  to  attend  a 
conference  at  Washington  in  regard  to 
the  important  matter  of  damming  the  St. 
Lawrence  at  Sault  Marie.  His  long 
study  of  the  phenomena  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence River  has  made  him  the  best  quali- 
fied person  to  judge  of  the  necessary 
steps,  and  his  testimony  before  the  com- 
mittee made  a  profound  impression. 

WHEN  THE  BLIND  CAN't  SUCCEED. 

But  Fawcett,  the  great  blind  Postmas- 
ter-General of  England,  Professor  of 
Political  Economy  at  Cambridge  and 
writer  on  some  of  the  most  vital  prob- 
lems which  beset  us  to-day,  said  at  the 
height  of  his  career:  "Whatever  I  may 
be  doing  now,  I  would  be  reduced  to  en- 
tire helplessness  if  it  were  not  for  the 
friendly  arm  and  the  helping  voices 
which  are  always  extended  to  me." 

what  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  STANDS  FOR. 

The  truth  of  this  statement  is  empha- 
sized every  day  at  the  Lighthouse.  The 
need  for  the  helping  arm  and  the  guiding 
voice.  Even  those  blind  who  are  most 
fortunately  situated  with  worldly  goods 
and  afi^ectionate  relations  need  the  help 
of  experts  to  teach  them  how  to  be  blind. 
The  majority  of  the  blind  are  very  poor 
— in  need  of  money,  in  desperate  need  of 
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the  helping  arm  and  the  guiding  voice. 
They  often  turn  to  the  Lighthouse  to 
keep  them  from  beggary  and  misery. 

HELPS  FOR  THE  HELPLESS. 

For  the  miserable,  infirm,  immoral  and 
defective,  the  Lighthouse  must  act  as 
friend  and  guide,  putting  each  individual 
in  touch  withthose  whom  he  most  needs — 
the  priest,  rabbi,  parson,  teacher,  home, 


OUR  KNOWLEDGE  THE  RESULT  OF  TRIALS. 

We  try  to  prove  all  things  that  we  may 
hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good.  We  try  to 
keep  our  minds  open,  and  to  keep  the  win- 
dows open,  the  blinds  up  and  a  vigilant 
lookout  to  welcome  the  first  dawn  and  to 
let  in  the  light  of  truth  from  whatever 
part  of  the  horizon  it  is  shed.  We  try, 
despite  darkness,  to  keep  our  own  lamp 


VIDAL,  THE  BLIND  SCULPTOR 
The  lion  in  upper  corner  is  in  tlie  Museum  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

(See  page  53) 


hospital  or  asylum.  For  the  discouraged, 
the  torpid  and  the  incompetent,  the  Asso- 
ciation must  act  as  a  missionary,  as  a 
mental  and  moral  electric  battery  to  put 
new  life  and  new  ideas  into  the  blind 
people  who  come  to  it  to  find  courage 
and  hope,  and  also  to  electrify  the  blind 
seeing  people  into  the  possibilities  of  the 
blind  and  into  doing  their  share  to  make 
these  possibilities  actualities.  The  Light- 
house must  force  light  into  the  darkest 
blindness  and  so  find  for  all,  Light 
through  Work. 


burning  as  a  signal  of  cheer  and  hope  for 
the  shipwrecked  blind.  The  light  which 
we  burn  is  fed  by  experience  of  the 
ages ;  we  are  willing  to  take  our  ft 
wherever  we  can  get  it  as  long  as  it  will 
give  us  light.  It  is  the  recognition  ot 
the  blind  man  and  woman  as  a  citizei 
and  a  co-worker  and  an  intelligent  hu- 
man being  which  is  one  of  the  inost  im- 
portant elements  in  their  emancipation. 

Our  pupils  and  co-workers  as  mas 
seurs,  switchboard  operators,  stenogra 
phers  and  teachers  have  done  satisfactory 
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work  at  Bellevue  and  Washington 
Heights  Hospitals,  the  Rockefeller  Insti- 
tute, Teachers'  College,  and  for  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

THE    LIGHTHOUSE    MAKES    DESPAIR  IM- 
POSSIBLE. 

Arrested  because  he  tried  to  kill  him- 
self, a  young  man  came  from  prison  to 
the  Lighthcruse.    His  tale  was  to  us  an 


old  one.  Despite  youth  and  strength  he 
had  suddenly  lost  his  sight  and  conse- 
quently his  work.  Blind,  he  sought  for 
employment  in  vain- — in  the  meantime  his 
invalid  wife  and  children  began  to  starve. 
In  a  fit  of  despair  he  lost  his  grip  on  him- 
self and  tried  to  take  his  life.  "But  I 
would  never  have  been  desperate  if  I 
had  found  the  Lighthouse  before.    I  can 


DESPONDENCY 
AND  DESPAIR 

Drives  Hundreds  of  Blind 

INSANE 


,  Unlralncd  to  use  her  remaining 
faculties  she  broods  in  idleness. 


Training  makes  for  lightness 
of  heart  and  independence. 


LIGHT 
THROUGH  WORK 


^his  man  v\  ho  was  earning  good  wa^ 
■was  blinded  bv  a  machinery  accident 

His  firs-t  thought: 
"llAul  /<y//  6ccome  o/' mef 

Jfus/ ///n'  use/ess  uitru/s.a/i 06/ed (j('c/iarei//' 
His  better  second  thought. 

7c(Vi  /t/tc/  ^e^/i/  ^/nv/j//  'f  orA.  7c(//7  /ei/r/^/f 
rcac^  am/  >m/c'.  !7ca//  meis/cr  d/rac/c  Mtit 
II-/// /)nf/t/ (/2  jra^es-  !7cun  /ear//  /oA'p///^- 
sc/f  <(//(/  o//u'ns. 

curse  of  the  blind  is  not 

blindness  but  idleness" 

e^c/e/i  <[^//e/r 


Z^/e/v  Af  //'-'  ^  cvAW/?,  /-io  c'xa/se,  for  a 
b///u/ ///'IT'  /o  ^'i-'  ^d/c.  1//  /s  c/'u:  ////  /w/ 
c/uiri/f/  /o  fc-('(/  <///(/  c/p//ie  Ai/r/  n//fyou/ 
i/o  i/ei/  /////  yror/:  am/  in/eresis,  /o  Aeep 
/it/re  so////(/  //I  /n//u/  a/ic/  doc/ff. 


DESPAIR  AND  HOPE 

Charts  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  of  the  Blind  Workers'  Exhibition  at  the 

Metropolitan  Opera  House 
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face  my  blindness  now,  with  employment 
to  support  my  family,"  he  said. 

There  are  hundreds  who  need  us  as 
badly  as  this  man  did,  J)ut  we  must  have 
an  adequate  building  to  act  as  a  life- 
saving  station,  as  well  as  a  training 
school  and  information  bureau.  Every 
cent  given  to  us  means  strengthening  our 
work  by  turning  the  hopeless  darkness 
into  light  and  content. 

OUR  NEEDS. 

There  is  great  work  which  should  be 
done  but  for  which  we  have  not  the  need- 
ful "sinews  of  finance."  We  have  said 
that  the  very  land  on  which  our  New 
Lighthouse  is  built  is  mortgaged  for 
$40,000,  and  we  are  $40,000  short  of  the 
money  which  we  need  for  the  building. 
This  building  will  be  larger  than  our 
present  one  and  must  entail  greater  run- 
ning expenses.  We  have  not  the  neces- 
sary money  to  run  it,  and  yet  it  is  none 
too  large  for  the  work  which  we  actually 
do  and  which  needs  doing  so  urgently. 
We  need  $60,000  for  running  expenses 
and  to  extend  and  do  our  work  properly 
in  Greater  New  York.  And  to  extend 
the  work  throughout  the  state  we  must 
have  at  least  $35,000  annually  for  the 
next  five  years.  We  want  more  money 
because  we  want  to  do  more  work  and 
better  work. 

EQUIPMENT. 

Our  blind  need  a  swimming  pool,  as 
has  been  proved  in  the  best  buildings 
which  are  built  for  them  in  our  own 
country  and  abroad.  Even  the  doctor 
in  his  report  has  dwelt  on  the  need  of 
the  pool  and  baths  in  order  to  do  the 
most  that  we  can  do  to  keep  the  small 
amount  of  vision  that  some  of  our 
wards  have,  to  tune  them  all  up  to 
their  best  physical  possibilities.  We 
need  a  gymnasium — no  modern  build- 
ing for  the  blind  is  complete  without 
one,  and  yet  we  have  no  money  with 
which  to  furnish  ours.  For  our  swim- 
ming pool  and  gymnasium  equipment 
we  need  $10,000. 

Will  some  kind  friend  supply  these 
two  vital  needs  for  our  people  ? — 
how  can  we  expect  them  to  do  their 


best  mentally  and  industrially  unless 
we  keep  them  at  their  best  physic- 
ally. It  is  an  old  saying  that  the  battle 
of  Waterloo  was  won  on  the  playgrounds 
of  the  public  schools  ;  it  is  probably  no 
less  true  that  the  battle  for  the  emancipa- 
tion for  the  blind  must  be  won  in  their 
gymnasium,  swimming  pools  and  play- 
grounds. 

We  have  absolutely  no  money  with 
which  to  furnish  our  new  building.  The 
furniture  from  our  present  Lighthouse  is 
scanty  and  our  new  building  is  about 
three  times  as  large  as  it.  We  need 
money  also  for  the  equipment  of  the 
workshop  for  blind  men,  for  good  ma- 
chinery, equipment  for  the  gymnasium, 
the  clubroom  and  president's  room.  Who 
will  fill  our  needs?  We  need  money  for 
teaching  at  the  Lighthouse,  for  home 
teaching,  and  for  work  which  we  are 
eager  to  begin.  We  can  use  anything 
from  a  pair  of  old  shoes  for  the  ward- 
robe to  a  .million  dollar  check.  Noth- 
ing is  too  small,  nothing  is  too  great  to 
help  the  work  which  needs  doing  so 
urgently. 

Think  of  how  we  have  changed 
in  the  last  five  years  the  blackness 
of  blindness,  how  with  our  little  capital 
we  have  opened  up  the  horizon  for 
the  blind.  We  know  of  one  man  who 
shot  himself  because  he  would  not  go  to 
the  poorhouse,  and  a  woman  who  made 
away  with  herself  for  the  same  reason. 
We  feel  that  there  are  no  blind  to-day 
in  the  poorhouse  who  would  not  be  there 
if  they  had  perfectly  good  sight,  that  we 
have  not  let  the  handicap  of  blindness 
alone  force  the  walling  up  of  anybody 
who  has  asked  our  help. 

OUR  PRIVILEGE. 

We  are  happy  that  we  have  been  given 
the  privilege  of  service  to  such  a  great 
extent.  It  is  all  that  our  officers  have 
worked  for.  They  have  worked  day  and 
night  without  compensation  of  any  kind 
but  the  work  done.  It  has  been  impossi- 
ble to  pay  the  stafif  in  proportion  for  serv- 
ices rendered.  It  has  served  long  and 
faithfully  for  the  love  of  the  work,  and 
the  head  worker's  enthusiasm  and  faith- 
fulness is  so  unlimited  that  one  of  our 
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chief  difficulties  is  keeping  her  from  kill- 
ing herself  from  overwork.  Think  over  all 
these  things,  and  remember  that  it  is  our 
fifth  birthday,  and  that  our  first  birthday 
meant  hope  for  the  hopeless  and  Light 
for  the  blind.  If  you  were  blind,  we 
would  do  everything  in  our  power  to  lend 
you  the  helping  arm,  the  cheering  voice, 
and  teach  you  to  use  the  tools  for  self- 
help  and  try  to  put  you  again  on  the  path 
where  you  would  find  Light  through 
Work.  Our  birthday  card  is  enclosed 
and  our  Treasurer  will  acknowledge  most 
gratefully  any  present  which  you  will 
send  to  us. 


Shut  your  eyes  a  moment.  Think  what 
it  would  mean  never  to  open  them  again 
— but  to  live  on  in  idle,  hopeless  dark- 
ness !  Think  what  a  Lighthouse  would 
mean  to  you  in  your  darkness — a  place 
where  you  could  find  everything  to  teach 
you  how  to  be  blind,  and  fill  your  life 
with  newinterests,  to  employ,  toamuse, to 
keep  you  sane  and  make  you  glad,  then  be 
as  generous  as  you  can  to  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  and  give  your- 
self the  joy  to  help  to  fight  darkness  and 
to  give  to  the  blind  light  through  work. 

Winifred  LIolt, 

Secretary. 


A  Blind  Stenographer  Typewriting  from  her  Shorthand  Notes 
(The  New  York  Association  for  tiie  Blind) 

From  a  Sister  Association  Which  Was  Inspired  by  Us,  in  Another  County 
The  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  is  a  record  of 
splendid  work  accomplished. 

We  consider  the  New  York  Association  a  model  organization  and  one  which 
we  follow  as  far  as  we  can. 

A  Letter  from  a  Blind  Woman  Who  Through  the  Association  is  Self-Supporting. 

I  cannot  let  this  blessed  season  pass  without  sending  you  just  a  little  note 
of  appreciation  for  all  that  you  have  done  and  are  doing  to  make  my  life  happy. 
Your  friendship  means  more  to  me  than  I  can  tell  you. 

Affectionately  yours, 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


Monsieur  Freyssinier. 

The  death  of  Monsieur  J.  Freyssinier, 
a  distinguished  French  typhlophile,  is  a 
great  loss  to  the  blind.  Monsieur  Freys- 
sinier, himself  blind,  and  his  wife  re- 
ceived the  Secretary  in  their  Paris  home 
with  great  hospitality.  He  was  a  pro- 
gressive of  rare  sympathy,  charm  and- 
ability.  He  welcomed  all  new  light  to 
be  shed  on  the  problems  of  the  blind  and 
was  an  ardent  advocate  for  educating 
the  young  blind  in  the  public  schools  of 
France.  He  conducted  a  large  corre- 
spondence with  workers  for  the  blind, 
and  the  Association  is  indebted  to  him 
for  many  valuable  suggestions  and  much 
information.  His  widow  is  nobly  carry- 
ing on  his  work. 

Frank  H.  Hall. 

In  the  death  of  Frank  H.  Hall  the 
country  and  especially  the  blind,  have 
lost  an  unselfish  and  highly  successful 
servant  of  humanity.  Mr.  Hall  helped, 
by  his  untiring  devotion,  to  solve  many 
difficulties  for  the  blind,  never  counting 
the  cost  to  himself  of  any  exertion  which 
meant  help  for  the  helpless. 

He  had  much  experience  with  public 
schools  before  he  became  superintendent 
of  the  Illinois  School  for  the  Blind. 
After  a  few  years  there  he  became  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  much  better  for 
many  blind  children  not  to  be  severed 
from  their  home  ties  and  life,  and  to  be 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  was 
chiefly  instrumental  in  starting  the  first 
experiment  of  this  kind  in  America ;  in 
1900  the  Chicago  public  schools  received 
blind  children.  The  plan  proved  so  pro- 
ductive of  good  in  every  way  that  five 
other  school  boards  in  America  have 
already  taken  it  up  and  it  is  likely  be- 
fore long  to  become  a  universally  accept- 
ed plan  for  the  education  of  the  blind. 
This  service  alone  would  have  made  Mr. 
Hall's  life  valuable  to  the  community, 
but  he  next  invented  the  stereotype- 
maker,  which  did  away  with  the  neces- 
sity of  punching  out  the  embossed  char- 
acters for  the  blind  on  embossed  sheets 
or  of  producing  electrotypes  from  forms 


of  movable  type  set  up  by  hand.  The 
invention  of  this  machine  made  it  possi- 
ble for  the  blind  children  in  the  public 
schools  to  have  the  same  text-books  as 
their  seeing  fellows. 

The  Hall  Braillewriter  was  invented 
by  Mr.  Hall  for  the  use  of  the  blind  in 
1892,  one  year  later  than  his  invention 
of  the  stereotype-maker.  By  means  of 
it  the  blind  can  write  a  hundred  words 
in  a  minute,  and  it  takes  the  place  for 
them  of  the  typewriter  for  the  seeing. 
Mr.  Hall  refused  all  royalties  from  his 
invention,  which  has  been  gratefuly  used 
by  the  blind  in  nearly  every  civilized 
community. 

Mr.  Hall  took  an  important  part  in 
the  invention  of  the  map-maker,  a  de- 
vice by  which  diagrams,  figures  and 
maps  can  easily  be  embossed  on  metal 
sheets,  from  which  again  unlimited 
numbers  of  reproductions  can  be  ob- 
tained by  regular  embossing  press  or 
even  a  clothes  wringer. 

Mr.  Hall  was  educator,  author,  agri- 
culturist, a  student  of  the  human  mind, 
and  a  pedagogue  of  extraordinary  in- 
sight and  practical  teacher  of  teachers. 
His  nature  was  so  genial,  kind  and  un- 
assuming that  it  naturally  brought  out 
the  best  in  others. 

He  came  closely  in  touch  with  the  As- 
sociation which  had  the  honor  of  having 
him  for  its  guest  on  two  occasions  when 
he  visited  New  York  at  a  great  personal 
and  financial  sacrifice  to  assist  in  the 
hearings  of  the  Board  of  Education  in 
its  investigation  of  which  point  print 
would  be  best  to  use  for  the  blind  chil- 
dren of  the  public  schools.  His  dispas- 
sionate and  scientific  knowledge  and 
judgment  helped  in  the  wise  decision  tc 
have  Scientific  Braille  used  for  the 
children. 

In  his  brief  visits  at  the  Lighthouse 
he  endeared  himself  to  all,  and,  with  th( 
rest  of  the  blind  world,  we  share  the 
sorrow  of  his  loss  and  pay  our  humbl< 
tribute  in  gratitude  lov  his  great  service 

David  Duffle  Wood. 
Born  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  outskirt; 
of  the  then  pioneer  city  of  Pittsburgh 
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totally  blind  when  about  two  years  of 
age,  this  wonderful  musician  and  com- 
poser graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook, 
Pa.  When  19  years  old  he  left  the  school 
to  make  his  own  way  as  organist  and 
choir  leader  for  the  seeing  as  well  as 
the  blind.  After  six  years  absence  he 
was  requested  to  return  to  his  old  school 
as  one  of  its  instructors  and  for  48  years 
he  was  the  teacher  of  music,  responsible 
for  the  remarkable  musical  efficiency  of 
his  pupils. 

The  fact  that  to-day  in  Philadelphia 
there  are  eight  blind  organists  in  the  im- 
portant churches  of  that  place  pays  a 
tribute  to  the  astonishing  thoroughness 
of  his  teaching.  In  New  York,  where 
there  are  probably  three  times  as  many 
blind  as  in  Philadelphia,  we  know  no 
organist  without  sight  in  either  church 
or  synagogue. 

Not  only  was  Mr.  Wood  an  inspiring 
teacher,  but  he  was  a  composer  of  dis- 
tinction. His  personality  was  so  strong 
and  gentle,  his  perseverance  and  stead- 
fastness was  so  indomitable,  that  he 
overcame  difficulties,  making  them  serve 
as  opportunities.  Shortly  before  his 
death,  speaking  of  the  last  concert 
which  he  directed  at  Overbrook,  he  said : 
"I  think  this  was  a  little  better  than  any 
of  the  previous  ones,  and  that  is  the  way 
it  should  be,  you  know ;  we  must  go  on 
into  perfection."  His  loss  will  be  long 
felt,  but  in  his  career  America  has  gained 
an  inspiring  life  and  the  blind  an  endur- 
ing name  added  to  their  honor  roll. 

N.  B. — For  further  particulars  of  the 
lives  of  these  two  great  workers  see 
The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  the  Report 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 


Blind,  and  the  Memorial  Volume  enti- 
tled Frank  H.  Hall,  all  of  which  may  be 
obtained  at  the  office  of  the  Association. 

William  Hale  Patrick. 
As  we  are  going  to  press,  the  Asso- 
ciation has  received  a  great  blow  in 
the  death  of  a  member  of  its  Social  Ser- 
vice Committee  and  the  President  of  the 
Blind  Men's  Club,  Mr.  William  Hale 
Patrick.  Mr.  Patrick's  loss  seems  irre- 
parable. His  picture  appears  on  page 
xviii  of  this  Report.  It  can  be  truly 
said  of  him  he  never  lost  an  opportunity 
to  help  a  fellow  blind  man ;  though  blind 
himself  he  had  a  keen  inner  vision,  with 
which  he  saw  the  great  possibilities  in 
the  horizon  of  the  blind.  By  his  cease- 
less service  he  shortened  his  life,  and 
for  us  who  know  of  his  unremitting  ef- 
forts, till  within  less  than  a  day  of  his 
death,  it  is  impossible  to  pay  adequate 
tribute  for  what  he  has  done,  not  only  to 
help  the  blind,  but  by  his  gentle  and 
fearless  personality,  to  educate  the  see- 
ing public,  in  Europe  and  America, 
about  the  possibilities  and  abilities  of 
the  blind.  He  has  left  us  a  heritage,  a 
tradition  of  service  which  the  Lighthouse 
folk  will  find  it  difficult  to  live  up  to. 

Joseph  Pulitzer. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Pulitzer  we  recog- 
nize the  going  of  a  great  blind  man. 
Despite  the  fact  that  Mr.  Pulitzer  was 
rarely  thought  of  as  blind,  he  struggled 
with  this  fearful  handicap  and  carried 
on  his  great  enterprises  successfully  and 
courageously. 

Certainly  as  a  journalist  and  a  blind 
man  he  stands  unique  on  our  honor  roll. 
(See  page  8.) 


Letter  from  a  Blind  Friend  Who  Wants  to  Help  the  Association. 

I  will  esteem  it  a  favor  if  you  will  express  to  the  Association  my  sincere 
appreciation  and  gratitude.  Yours  is  a  great  work.  May  the  organization  pros- 
per and  be  long  preserved,  that  it  may  continue  to  lighten  the  burden  of  the 
afflicted.  I  most  truly  wish  I  were  in  a  position  to  join  in  so  noble  a  work  and 
to  do  for  some  other  unfortunate  even  a  tithe  of  that  which  you  have  graciously 
and  self-denyingly  done  for  me  in  these  early  days  of  my  sightlessness.  Should 
such  a  time  come,  I  assure  you  I  will  welcome  it  with  glad  acclaim,  and  be 
found  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  willing  helpers  of  the  noble  cause. 

Again  expressing  my  appreciation  of  your  kindness,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 


NOTES  ON  OTHER  WORK. 


BY  THE 


CONVILNTIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

In  this,  our  birthday  number,  we  can- 
not give  the  usual  space  to  the  review  of 
other  work,  but  can  only  mention  most 
briefly  the  salient  points  which  come 
within  the  problems  which  touch  us  most 
closely.  The  conventions  for  the  blind 
this  year  have  been  most  successful.  The 
international  one  at  Cairo,  where  Mr. 
Walter  J.  Holmes  was  the  distinguished 
delegate,  is  mentioned  in  an  interesting 
manner  by  him  on  page  69. 

At  the  International  Conference  of  the 
Workers  for  the  Blind,  held  in  Exeter, 
England,  there  were  many  discussions  of 
importance  (and  the  report,  to  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Association,  should  be 
studied  by  friends  of  the  blind).  The 
Association  was  represented  by  the  blind 
President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Self  Im- 
provement Club,  Mr.  William  Hale  Pat- 
rick, who  went  alone  to  the  conference 
and  studied  work  for  the  blind  in  Eng- 
land, in  his  characteristic  and  luminous 
fashion,  which  will  be  of  great  service  to 
us. 

A  delightful  feature  of  the  conference 
was  a  tribute  paid  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  J.  Wilson.  Mr.  Wilson  has  been 
for  thirty  years  secretary  of  Gardiner's 
Trust  for  the  Blind,  in  London,  and  has 
little  by  little  become  identified  with  most 
of  the  important  work  for  them  in  Bri- 
tain. He  is  chairman  of  the  College  of 
Teachers  for  the  Blind,  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  of 
the  National  Committee  for  the  Better 
and  more  General  Employment  of  the 
Blind,  and  of  the  Union  of  Unions  of 
Agencies  for  the  Blind,  and  of  commit- 
tees too  numerous  to  be  given  here.  He 
has  kept  in  friendly  touch  with  the  work 
in  America  and  the  Association,  and  its 
representatives  are  in  debt  to  him  for 
much  teaching  and  guidance  in  the  paths 
which  they  should  tread. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  received  a  beau- 
tiful gift,  together  with  an  appreciative 
testimonial  from  their  many  co-work- 
ers. The  Association  would  like  to  add 
its  feeble  voung  voice  to  the  manv  tri- 


SECRETARY. 

butes  of  older  organizations  and  workers 
for  what  Mr.  Wilson,  the  English  Father 
Confessor  for  the  Blind,  and  the  workers 
for  the  blind  has  done  for  America  by 
his  example  of  ceaseless  service ;  to 
thank  him  for  the  privilege  of  reading 
the  precious  little  book,  "The  Blind," 
which  he  publishes,  and  which  all  friends 
of  light  should  read,  and  to  give  its  hom- 
age to  Mrs.  Wilson  for  her  unfailing  co- 
operation in  her  husband's  work  and 
kindness  to  all. 

A  convention,  held  at  Overbrook,  Pa., 
of  the  American  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind  was  a  stimulating  event  in 
our  educational  world.  The  wonderful 
buildings  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind  made  a  model  meeting 
place,  and  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Cadwal- 
ader,  the  President  of  Overbrook,  and  the 
other  officers,  and  the  hospitality  of  Su- 
perintendent and  Mrs.  Burritt  made  an 
ideal  atmosphere  for  their  guests. 

THE    COLLEGE    OF    TE.^CHERS     FOR  THE 
BLIND  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  work  of  the  College  of  Teachers 
for  the  Blind  in  England  is  most  encour- 
aging, and  the  last  report  shows  twenty- 
one  pupils  who  have  obtained  certifi- 
cates. Honors  have  been  taken  in  prac- 
tical Braille,  arithmetic,  practical  teach- 
ing, hand  knitting,  physical  training, 
kindergarten,  recreation  for  the  blind, 
chair  caning,  typewriting,  history  of  the 
education  of  the  blind,  bead  work  and 
clay  modeling,  machine  knitting  and 
Braille  music. 

The  mission  of  this  college  to  raise 
the  standard  of  teachers  of  the  blind  is 
very  important,  and  it  is  high  time  that 
typhlophiles  or  friends  of  the  blind 
should  realize  that  not  every  one  is  suit- 
able to  teach  the  blind,  but  that  onlv 
those  having  pleasant  personalities,  in- 
cluding agreeable  voices  and  a  sense  of 
humor  should  be  allowed  this  great  priv- 
ilege. In  the  history  of  the  blind  we 
have  found  instances  where  the  only 
qualification  for  teachers  in  some  institu- 
tions has  been  either  sufficient  meekness 
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to  accept  the  least  wage  or  of  weak 
enough  personality  not  to  think  of  them- 
selves, but  to  do  as  they  were  told,  irre- 
spective of  the  result  to  the  blind  chil- 
dren. 

THE     IMPORTANT     NEW     DEPARTURE  IN 
BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Taylor,  Fellow  of  the  Roy- 
al Society,  at  Cambridge,  has  done 
much  by  his  personality  as  well  as  by  his 
mathematical  genius  for  the  blind.  Since 
he  lost  his  sight  he  has  been  Mayor  of 
Cambridge,  and  an  extremely  satisfac- 
tory one.  He  is  now  devoting  his  time  as 
honorary  secretary  of  the  Embossed 
Scientific  Book  Fund  to  studying  the  best 
methods  by  which  the  blind  can  be  given 
scientific  books  with  the  necessary 
charts,  maps  and  diagrams,  embossed  in- 
telligibly for  their  ten  eyes.  This  scheme 
was  introduced  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  the  Royal  Society  by  Lord 
Raleigh  in  his  presidential  address  to  the 
Society  in  1907.  The  fund  is  under  the 
control  of  a  board  of  five  managers, 
nominated  by  the  president  of  the  Royal 
Society.  On  a  recent  visit  to  Cambridge 
the  secretary  had  the  privilege  of  an  in- 
terview with  Mr.  Taylor,  when  he  ex- 
plained the  use  of  certain  cardboard  dia- 
grams, which  by  folding  represented 
buildings  or  other  objects  of  which  it 
was  important  for  the  blind  to  form  an 
idea.  He  showed  one  very  complete  re- 
production, only  a  few  inches  tall,  of 
Cleopatra's  Needle.  Important  diagrams 
of  this  kind  from  Mr.  Taylor's  plates 
have  been  reproduced  in  "Progress," 
published  by  the  British  and  Foreign 
Blind  Association,  London,  E.  C. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Two  excellent  little  books  for  the 
blind  have  been  issued  in  ink  print,  one 
published  as  leaflet  No.  1  by  the  Union 
of  Unions  for  the  Blind, 'written  by  Miss 
Beatrice  Taylor,  the  honorary  secretary 
of  the  LTnion  of  Unions,  at  30  Sylvan 
Road,  Upper  Norwood,  S.  E.  Miss  Tay- 
lor speaks  wisely  and  kindly  of  the  need- 
of  blind  children  who  leave  school,  saying 
scarcely  anything  in  connection  with  the 


work  for  the  blind  is  of  more  importance 
than  the  after  care,  and  follows  with 
valuable  suggestions  as  to  how  best  to 
help  the  blind  graduate. 

Mr.  Stewart  Johnson  has  also  written 
a  leaflet,  The  Blind  Comrade,  which  is 
issued  by  the  Union  of  Agencies  and  So- 
cieties for  the  Blind,  published  by  the 
Denison  House,  Vaux  Hall,  Bridge 
Road,  S.  W.  Mr.  Johnson  approaches 
his  subject  sagely  and  not  without  a 
gentle  humor.  He  says,  speaking  of  the 
blind,  "a  self-reliant  person  always  de- 
velops best,  and  training  at  a  trade  al- 
ways brings  out  qualities  and  intelligence 
in  a  wonderful  manner,  even  if  it  does 
not  result  in  wage  earning."  He  says, 
speaking  of  how  the  blind  can  be  helped, 
that  their  friends  should  be  prepared  to 
give  their  kindest,  strongest,  and  truest 
sA'mpathy  to  the  blind,  but  that  they 
should  never  give  it  in  a  minor  key. 

MAGAZINES  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

BOOKS  AND  MAGAZINES  IN  INK  PRINT  OF 
ESPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  edited  by 
Charles  F.  F.  Campbell,  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania  As- 
sociations for  Improving  the  Condition 
of  the  Blind,  is  a  quarterly  review  of 
work  done  for  the  blind  and  of  matters 
of  great  interest  and  importance  for  the 
blind  and  their  friends. 

The  Blind,  published  at  53  Victoria 
Street,  Westminster,  London,  and  edited 
by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  is  also  a  maga- 
zine which  no  worker  for  the  blind 
should  do  without  reading. 

The  Braille  Review  is  also  full  of  sug- 
gestive comment  and  interesting  reports 
for  blind  workers.  It  is  edited  by  Mr. 
Henry  Stansby,  at  the  ofifice  of  the  Brit- 
ish and  Foreign  Blind  Association, 
Courtland  Street,  London,  E.  C.  Any 
central  information  bureau  for  the  blind 
should  not  be  without  the  Continental 
Reviews,  including  the  Valentin  Haiiy, 
published  by  the  Valentin  Haiiy  Associa- 
tion, Paris,  France ;  The  Blindenfreund, 
issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brand- 
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staeter,  Konigsberg,  Germany,  and 
others. 

There  are  also  important  magazines 
,pubHshed  in  raised  prints  for  the  blind. 
Of  these  we  might  mention  particularly 
the  Ziegler  Magazine,  which  is  published 
in  Scientific  Braille  and  New  York  point. 

The  A  loon  Magazine,  published  in 
Moont}pe. 

The  Search  Light,  a  magazine  pub- 
lished in  Scientific  Braille,  sent  out  from 
the  Light  House  for  blind  children. 

The  Association  keeps  on  file  maga- 
zines and  books  of  especial  interest  to 
the  blind  and  their  seeing  friends,  and  is 
glad  to  give  information  or  to  take  sub- 
scriptions for  any. 

RECREATION  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  ENGLAND. 

It  is  inspiring  to  notice  the  increased 
interest  given  throughout  the  world  to 
athletics  for  the  blind.  In  a  paper  by  Mr. 
E.  Evans,  assistant  master  of  the  Lon- 
don County  Council  Residential  and  Day 
Schools  for  the  Blind,  a  complete  list  of 
sports  adapted  to  the  blind  is  given.  We 
will  mention  a  few  of  them :  Running, 
walking,  long  jumping,  high  jumping, 
wrestling,  cock  fighting,  obstacle  racing, 
three-legged  racing,  wheelbarrow  rac- 
ing, tug-of-war,  skipping,  hide  and  seek, 
coasting  or  sledding,  follow  my  leader, 
prisoners'  base,  robbers  and  thieves  and 
also  a  game'  called  "chain  touch."  It  is 
the  object  of  one  boy  to  touch  the  other 
— as  he  is  touched  he  joins  hands  with 
those  already  touched — and  thus  a  chain 
is  formed  ;  Tom  Tidler's  ground,  swim- 
ming, rowing,  cycling,  skittles,  alley  foot 
ball,  alley  or  gymnasium  cricket,  basket 
ball,  golf,  putting  the  weight,  giant 
stride,  see-saw,  swings,  roller  skating, 
top  games,  gardening,  observation  ram- 
bles, mechanical  toys,  wand  exercises, 
gymnastics,  physical  developer,  amateur 
theatricals,  wood  carving,  clay  modeling, 
bent  iron  work,  music,  chess,  draughts, 
dominoes,  cards,  noughts  and  crosses 
(this  is  the  ordinary  sighted  game  adapt- 
ed for  the  blind),  racing  game,  how  to 
get  there  (this  is  simply  the  tube  rail- 
way game,  adapted  and  simplified),  tip- 


it,  letter  and  alphabet  game,  house  on 
fire  (this  is  a  race  between  two  rows), 
charades,  musical  chairs,  jolly  miller,  the 
object  game  (this  is  a  race  in  guessing), 
wax  work,  crambo,  arithmetical  puzzles, 
mechanical  puzzles,  and  then  last,  but 
not  least,  pets. 

The  County  Council  keeps  rabbits, 
birds,  parrots,  tortoise,  frogs,  tadpoles, 
gold  fish  and  silk  worms  for  its  blind 
pupils — a  splendid  example  to  all 
workers  who  have  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  at  heart.  The  animal  world  is 
stimulating  for  the  sightless. 

From  a  Letter  from  Air.  Yoshimoto, 
.Student  of  Matters  Appertaining  to 
the  Blind  for  the  Government  of 
Japan. 

The  blind  world  of  Japan  is  progress- 
ing slowly  but  steadily  and  the  prospect 
is  very  bright.  The  Department  for 
Home  affairs  is  preparing  a  new  measure 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 

You  would  be  helping  the  blind  of 
Japan  greatly  if  you  could  send  any  re- 
ports or  papers  on  the  blind. 

THE      UNIFORM      TYPE     COMMITTEE  OF 
AMERICA. 

The  report  rendered  by  the  Uniform 
Type  Committee  was  of  great  import- 
ance, and  the  open-minded  and  careful 
study  which  that  distinguished  body  of 
blind  gentlemen  is  giving  to  studying  this 
most  important  question  for  the  blind 
cannot  be  too  deeply  appreciated  by  their 
friends.  The  conclusion  which  this  body 
will  arrive  at  must  be  accepted  as  expert, 
and  it  is  hoped  will  once  for  all  do  away 
with  the  extravagant  and  confusing  pres- 
ent unnecessary  and  multiplicity  of  types. 
Any  departure  to  complicate  the  situa- 
tion now  must  be  regarded  as  retrogres- 
sive and  harmful.  Not  only  the  blind 
themselves  are*  contributing  money  tc 
enable  the  committee  to  pursue  its  in- 
vestigations unhampered,  but  the  leading 
educators  for  the  blind  and  the  leading 
organizations,  for  their  welfare  ar( 
helping  to  finance  it  and  are  waiting  th( 
result  of  its  painstaking  investigation. 
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THE  AMERICAN    NATIONAL  LIBRARY  FOR 
THE  BLIND. 

With  Mr.  Thomas  Nelson  Page  as 
president  and  Miss  Etta  Jocelyn  Giffin, 
who  for  fourteen  years  had  charge  of  the 
reading  room  for  the  Wind  in  the  Con- 
gressional Library  at  Washington,  as  di- 
rector, the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind  has  been  incorporated.  Its  object, 
as  set  forth  in  its  Constitution,  is  to  pro- 
vide literature  for  the  blind  by  purchase, 
by  printing  and  by  copying  and  to  dis- 
tribute the  same  by  means  of  traveling 
libraries ;  to  secure  uniform  type,  to 
print,  purchase  and  copy  sheet  music  for 
the  blind  students  and  to  assist  them  to  a 
new  livelihood  by  transcribing  the  books 
and  music  necessary  to  a  new  library. 

There  is  certainly  a  need  for  a  Na- 
tional Library  for  the  Blind,  and  if  the 
officers  of  this  new  activity  will  throw 
their  interest  and  financial  support  into 
helping  towards  the  completion  of  the 
work  of  the  uniform  type  committee, 
which  is  doing  such  admirable  work  to 
simplify  the  type  problem  by  determin- 
ing what  system  will  meet  the  best  needs 
of  the  blind  for  all  times,  it  will  indeed 
have  conferred  a  great  boon  on  the  com- 
munity. We  have  progressed  far  in  this 
country  in  the  use  of  the  most  scientific 
Braille  that  has  so  far  been  evolved. 
None  of  the  Brailles  are  exactly  aldke, 
and  therefore  it  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance that  all  the  world  shall  agree  on  a 
scientific  and  progressive  system.  We 
hope  that  the  National  Library  will  point 
the  way  to  this.  (See  Page  73  on  the 
Uniform  Type  Committee.) 

FARM  LIFE  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  increasing  importance  of  Farm 
Life  for  the  Blind  causes  comment.  The 
Missouri  School  for  the  Blind  is  doing 
great  work,  and  an  article  by  its  Indus- 
trial Teacher  in  "The  Outlook  for  The 
Blind,"  demonstrates  the  practicability 
of  their  raising  chickens  and  hogs,  garden- 
ing, farming,  undertaking  mushroom 
culture  and  the  care  of  bees.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  we  would  remind  our 
readers  that  the  classic  on  Apicure  or 


Bee  Culture  was  written  by  Huber,  who 
never  saw  a  bee.  The  wholesomeness  of 
this  open  air  life  for  the  blind  makes  it 
particularly  advisable  and  the  tendency 
in  all  up-to-date  activities  for  them  is  to 
develop  it. 

WORK  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  report  of  the  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind  dwells  on  the  importance 
of  physical  exercise  and  its  immediate  re- 
sults in  better  school  work.  The  Trus- 
tees say  the  prime  object  in  assembly ing 
children  in  boarding  schools  is  to  build 
them  up  physically.  We  must  follow 
that  up  with  plenty  of  good,  wholesome 
food,  and  fresh  air  is  not  less  important 
than  food,  and  we  must  see  that  they  get 
plenty  of  this,  both  by  day  and  by  night. 

Another  important  element  in  the  work 
at  Perkins  is  the  employment  of  a  teach- 
er of  expression,  to  teach  the  primary 
teachers  themselves,  as  well  as  classes. 
The  children  are  also  taught  dancing 
steps.  The  experiment  of  letting  boys 
work  in  their  free  time  has  proved  highly 
successful.  Seven  of  the  boys  who  left 
school  in  June  during  their  free  time  in 
the  past  two  years  saved  in  voluntary 
earnings  a  sum  amounting  to  $70.10. 

The  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  is  very  significant. 
It  is  employing  the  bonus  system,  which 
we  believe  is  an  important  departure  in 
the  work.  The  steps  taken  in  Massachu- 
setts for  the  prevention  of  blindness  are 
notable  and  the  literature  issued  by  it  on 
prevention  is  of  much  importance.  Its 
home  teaching  is  developing  and  its  blind 
inventor,  Mr.  Prendergast,  has  now 
turned  out  a  push  broom  which  promises 
to  be  as  useful  and  as  practical  for  the 
blind  as  his  well-known  wonder  mop. 

GARDENING  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  is 
important  in  many  respects.  We  note 
with  great  interest  the  course  in  garden- 
ing which  is  now  taken  up  by  both  the 
boys  and  girls.  The  interest  of  the  pupils 
in  these  pursuits  is  significant.  Some  of 
the  children  said  when  asked  what  their 
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gardening  lessons  had  done  for  them,  "it 
taught  me  how  to  plant,  how  wet  the 
ground  should  be  around  the  roots,  when 
vegetables  are  too  old  for  food,  how  to  be 
careful  in  keeping  the  earth  soft,  how  to 
thin  out  lettuce,  how  to  handle  tools, 
how  far  apart  seed  should  be  planted  in 
the  row.  It  gave  us  lots  of  pleasure." 
Certainly  these  results  alone  are  sufficient 
to  justify  a  course  in  gardening  in 
every  school. 


NEW  LIGHTHOUSES. 

It  is  inspiring  to  see  the  rapid  spread 
of  the  Association's  plan.  Lighthouses 
for  the  blind  are  springing  up  all  over. 
The  Montreal  Association,  founded  in 
1908, is  one  of  the  most  astounding  ex- 
amples of  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
enthusiasm  and  intelligence.  The  devo- 
tion of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Layton,  its  foun- 
ders, and  of  Mr.  Linsey,  its  president 
(both  of  these  gentlemen  are  blind,)  has 
resulted  in  the  accomplishment  of  essen- 
tial activities  for  the  English-speaking 
blind  of  Quebec,  and  in  obtaining  the 
funds  with  which  to  do  them. 

The  activities  of  the  Pittsburg  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  and  the  opening  of 
its  workshop  mark  a  logical  step  in  the 
progressive  and  up-to-date  work  which 
has  already  been  accomplished  in  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  for  the  children  and 
in  the  library  for  the  blind.  The  inde- 
fatigable efforts  of  Mr.  Campbell  and 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  successor  of  the 
Workshop  for  the  Blind,  did  much.  But 
the  ceaseless  devotion  of  the  committee 
of  ladies  under  the  leadership  of  their 
vice-president,  Mrs.  Ruslander,  has  made 
the  work  possible. 


We  cannot  touch  on  the  work  in  Penn- 
sylvania without  congratulating  Superin- 
tendent McAlony  on  his  singularly  per- 
fect plan  and  model  provision  for  the 
teaching  of  domestic  science  in  his 
school,  which  has  also  one  of  the  model 
kindergartens  and  gymnasiums  for  the 
blind  in  the  world. 

The  work  of  the  Ohio  Association  for 
the  Blind  repays  study,  and  though 
young  this  organization  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  great  forces  for  good  in  the 
country. 

The  work  of  the  Maryland  Associa- 
tion of  Blind  Men  is  progressive  and  in- 
structive. The  plan  of  its  president,  Mr. 
Sherlock,  of  having  Chapters  in  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  State  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  local  blind  is  admir- 
able, and  there  are  many  other  features 
which  show  a  spirit  of  progress.  Mary- 
land is  also  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
growth  of  its  Workshop  in  Baltimore, 
and  on  the  erection  of  a  new  institution 
for  the  blind  with  up-to-date  provision 
for  athletics. 

The  continuous  progress  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia work  for  the  adult  blind,  direct- 
ed by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delfino,  is  also  not- 
able, and  the  opening  of  the  Chapin 
Memorial  Home  for  the  Aged  Blind. 
Of  course,  Mr.  Cadwalader,  the  indefat- 
igable and  sympathetic  president  of  the 
School  for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook,  Phil- 
adelphia, has  had  much  to  do  with  these 
successes. 

MORE  PREVENTION  AND  CONSERVATION. 

Of  great  importance  is  the  National 
and  International  Movement  for  the 
Conservation  of  Vision  started  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Association's  Vice- 
President,  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis. 
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ADDRESSES  AT  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  BLIND  WORKERS' 

EXHIBITION 


BY  PRESIDENT  TAFT^  THE  HON.  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE,     AND     MISS     WINIFRED  HOLT, 
WITH  LETTERS  READ  FROM  MISS  HELEN  KELLER  AND  SENATOR  GORE 

At  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House,  April  26,  1911 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  HON.  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE, 
CHAIRMAN. 

Mr.  President,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
It  has  been  my  pleasing  duty  to  open  the 
serious  part  of  the  services  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  Association,  under  whose  aus- 
pices this  splendid  exhibition  is  held,  was 
organized  in  November,  1905,  with  a 
capital  of  four  hundred  dollars,  and  now 
this  grand  exhibition,  welcomed  by  this 
magnificent  audience,  after  a  brief  space 
of  five  years,  testifies  to  what  good  and 
great  work  the  Association  has  accom- 
plished. (Applause.) 

That  such  great  things  could  come 
from  such  small  beginnings  is  due  to 
a  certain  concentration  of  human  en- 
ergy which  has  seldom  been  surpassed. 
(Applause.)  It  is  all  embodied,  con- 
centrated in  one  human  form  (ap- 
plause), an  embodiment,  I  might  call  it, 
of  human  radium  whose  energy  is  ab- 
solutely inexhaustible ;  and  you  all  know 
to  whom  I  refer  when  I  mention  Miss 
Winifred  Holt.    (Great  applause.) 

It  is  just  about  five  years  ago  to-night 
since  I  assisted  the  lamented  Mark 
Twain  in  conducting  the  first  meeting, 
the  first  public  meeting  of  this  Asso- 
ciation. We  all  mourn  for  that  great 
and  good  man ;  that  honorable  and  warm 
heart  of  his  responded  to  every  human 
call,  and  he  was  especially  interested  in 
the  blind  among  his  countrymen,  and 
every  blind  man  and  every  blind  woman 
and  every  blind  child  must  certainly  count 
themselves  among  the  mourners  for  his 
loss. 

A  great  work  had  to  be  accomplished 
when  this  Association  was  organized, 
which  Miss  Helen  Keller  has  well  called 
the  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  blind. 
(Applause.)  Up  to  that  time,  or  nearly 
up  to  that  time,  it  was  generally  thought 
that  Society  had  done  its  duty  by  its 
blind  when  it  provided  for  them  an  asy- 
lum, a  shelter,  a  home,  food  and  the  ele- 


ments of  an  education.  But  just  imag- 
ine Helen  Keller,  for  instance,  immured 
in  an  asylum !  Why,  the  idea  on  which 
this  Association  was  formed,  and  of 
which  she  is  a  living  representative,  is 
not  asylums,  but  work  is  what  the  blind 
want."  (Applause.) 

On  my  first  visit  to  England  some- 
thing like  thirty-two  years  ago,  it  was 
my  great  pleasure  to  see  the  then  Post- 
master-General of  England,  a  member 
of  the  Cabinet,  one  of  the  foremost  in- 
tellectual lights  of  England,  one  of  her 
great  statesmen,  Mr.  Henry  Fawcett, 
who  had  lost  his  sight,  the  sight  of  both 
eyes,  suddenly,  by  an  unhappy  accident 
in  the  hunting  field,  and  the  words  that 
he  uttered  immediately  after  he  came  to 
his  senses  are  a  clarion  call  for  all  blind 
men,  for  all  those  who  are  stricken  with 
blindness  after  they  come  to  years  of 
maturity.  What  he  said  was,  "This  ac- 
cident shall  make  no  difiference  in  my 
career.  My  activities  shall  continue  on 
the  same  lines  and  with  the  same  vigor 
as  they  have  always  been."  And  from 
that  day  on  he  fought  his  way  to  the 
front,  he  established  his  claim  to  be 
called  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Eng- 
land, in  spite  of  his  blindness,  by  simply 
the  exertion  of  his  own  courage  and 
hope. 

Faith,  hope  and  courage,  I  believe, 
faith,  hope  and  charity,  I  will  say,  char- 
ity, not  in  the  sense  of  giving  money, 
but  of  that  human  love  which  binds 
every  man  to  his  fellow  man,  or  ought 
to  do  so.  Those  are  the  three  elements 
which  are  required  for  the  success  of 
every  movement  for  the  advancement  of 
the  blind. 

We  must  have  absolute  faith  in  the 
possibilities  of  what  the  blind  can  accom- 
plish. That  is  what  the  managers  of 
this  Society  have  had  from  the  begin- 
ning. The  blind  themselves  must  imply 
hope,  never  give  way  to  despair,  never 
allow    the    darkness    that  overwhelms 
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them  to  produce  despondency ;  and  then 
the  charity  of  good  will,  of  co-operation, 
of  human  love  must  come  from  the  rest 
of  the  community  whose  bounden  duty 
it  is  to  see  that  all  efforts  like  this  are 
made  successful. 

The  exhibit  which  you  will  see  here 
this  present  week  demonstrates  what  has 
already  been  accomplished,  but  it  also 
demonstrates  the  immenseness  of  the 
possibilities  for  future  usefulness  which 
have  been  begotten  by  this  very  success ; 
and  I  am  sure  that  before  the  week  ends 
every  citizen  of  New  York  who  is  priv- 
ileged to  attend  any  portion  of  this  ex- 
hibition will  agree  with  me  that  what 
has  already  been  done  is  deserving  of 
the  support  of  the  community  ten  times 
over  for  the  promotion  of  its  future  use- 
fulness. 

I  see  I  am  put  down  on  the  programme 
for  an  address,  but  I  do  not  pretend  to 
make  one.  I  am  here  merely  to  perform 
a  \'ery  pleasing  duty  which  I  shall  be 
very  quick  to  accomplish. 

This  is  by  no  means  a  local  occasion. 
It  is  a  state  and  a  national  occasion.  We 
are  honored  here  to-night  with  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  certainly  true  that 
the  care  and  education  of  the  blind  is 
a  subject  of  vast  public  interest  both  to 
the  city,  the  state  and  the  nation. 

\\'hen  this  Association  was  formed, 
although  much  good  had  been  done  by 
many  benevolent  people  for  the  blind, 
it  was  not  even  known  how  many  blind 
people  there  were  in  New  York.  There 
was  a  guess  that  there  might  be  a  thou- 
sand. But  the  first  thing  that  this  As- 
sociation did  was  to  have  a  census  taken 
under  State  authority,  and  it  resulted 
in  discovering  that  there  were  seven 
thousand  at  least  in  the  State  and  twen- 
ty-three or  twenty-four  hundred  in 
Greater  New  York. 

Well,  of  course,  a  vast  deal  has  been 
done  for  all  these,  and  in  every  State 
of  the  Union  the  same  thing  may  be  said 
with  truth.  How  many  blind  people  do 
you  suppose  there  are  in  the  ITnited 
States  of  America,  according  to  the  last 


census  to  which  I  had  access  ?  Why, 
there  are  eighty-five  thousand !  About 
one  out  of  every  thousand  men,  women 
and  children  in  the  whole  nation. 

So  that  when  the  President  comes 
here,  he  comes  here  rightly,  representing 
a  great  national  cause.  When  the  Gov- 
ernor comes  here,  he  comes  here  rightly, 
representing  a  great  State  cause.  The 
States  are  doing  all  they  can.  More 
than  forty  States  provide  liberally  for 
the  education  of  the  blind.  But  after 
all  that  has  been  done,  there  is  a  vast 
deal  more  to  be  accomplished,  just  such 
work  as  this  Society  has  been  doing  for 
the  last  five  years,  and  as,  I  hope,  they 
will  continue  to  do  for  the  next  fifty 
years  if  sufficient  resources  are  placed 
in  their  hands.  It  is  a  shame  to  the  great 
State  of  New  York ;  it  is  a  shame  to  the 
rich  City  of  New  York,  that  their  Light- 
house should  be  cramped  up  in  a  little 
building  seventeen  feet  wide.  Why,  they 
require  for  the  proper  development  of 
their  work  a  building  seventy  feet  wide, 
something  which  shall  attract  the  atten- 
tion and  admiration  of  all  passers-by. 
(Great  applause.) 

I  hope  one  of  the  results  of  this  ex- 
hibition will  be  to  excite  so  much  atten- 
tion, and  raise  so  much  enthusiasm  that 
the  means  will  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  this  Association  of  continuing  its 
great  and  good  work,  and  that  they  will 
soon  have  a  building  over  their  heads 
worthy  of  the  great  cause  that  they  rep- 
resent.   (Great  applause.) 

I  believe  I  have  exceeded  my  ten  min- 
utes which  Miss  Holt  desired  n^e  to  use, 
and  I  have  now  the  very  great  honor 
of  presenting  to  you  the  one  man  whom 
vou  have  all  come  here  to-night  to  heir, 
the  man  who  has  very  great  duties  at 
Wasliington,  but  nothing  more  sacred 
than  this  cause  of  humanity  which  he 
represents  here  to-night,  and  which  he 
comes  here  to  honor. 

We  are  grateful  to  him  for  many 
things  that  he  has  done  and  is  now  do- 
ing. We  are  grateful  to  him  for  pro- 
moting and  advancing  the  universal 
cause  of  peace.  (Applause.)  We  are 
grateful  to  him  for  promoting  the  wel- 
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fare  of  the  people  in  the  interchange  of 
good  will  with  our  neighbors  by  introduc- 
ing the  Reciprocity  Treaty.  (Applause.) 

But  to-night  we  welcome  him,  not  on 
any  political  grounds,  not  on  any  great 
questions  of  public  interest,  except  that 
he  comes  to-night,  the  friend  of  human- 
ity, the  friend,  the  supporter,  the  advo- 
cate of  the  blind,  and  I  have  the  great 
honor  to  present  to  you  the  President  of 
the  United  States.    (Great  applause.) 

ADDRESS  BY  PRESIDENT  TAFT. 

Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen : 
It  helps  along  in  the  discharge  of  the 
presidential  duties  to  take  a  little  vaca- 
tion every  once  in  a  while  and  come  over 
to  New  York  in  some  good  cause.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

It  always  adds  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
journey  that  there  is  no  good  cause  in 
New  York  that  it  is  not  felt  necessary 
to  have  Mr.  Joseph  Choate  present  to 
uphold  it.  (Applause.)  And  so,  when 
I  come,  the  pleasure  of  my  coming,  in 
anticipation,  is  promoted  by  the  thought 
that  I  must  see  Mr.  Choate,  and  the 
pleasure  of  the  retrospect  is  that  I  have 
met  him  and  heard  his  mellifluous  tones 
in  favor  of  the  good  of  society.  (Great 
applause.) 

And  I  may  add  that  they  always  car- 
ry a  little  reminiscence  of  his  diplomatic 
life  in  making  everybody  around  him 
feel  happy.  (Applause.) 

I  am  glad  to  be  present  to-night  and 
lend  my  voice  in  aid  of  and  in  praise  of 
the  work  which  has  been  done  for  the 
last  four  years  under  the  auspices  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
(Applause.)  The  loss  of  that  sense 
which  enables  us  to  see,  to  write,  to  read, 
to  walk,  to  rejoice  in  the  rising  sun  and 
marvel  in  the  beauty  of  the  setting  sun, 
to  know  day  from  night,  to  look  into 
the  universe  of  countless  worlds,  is  a 
deprivation,  the  verv  thought  of  which 
melts  our  hearts  and  brings  tears  to  our 
eyes  for  those  thus  afflicted.  Without 
thought,  we  class  them  all  among  the 
helpless  and  necessary  objects  of  charity. 
We  segregate  them  from  the  world  at 


large,  we  put  them  in  expensive  asylums, 
we  furnish  them  with  food  and  clothing, 
and  then,  with  a  sigh,  we  consign  them 
to  a  life  of  hibernation,  of  deadening 
monotony,  of  helpless  and  aimless  exist- 
ence in  a  windowless  tomb. 

I  understand  the  object  of  this  Asso- 
ciation to  be  to  introduce  light  into  the 
lives  of  the  blind  by  work,  to  give  them 
happiness  by  manual  and  intellectual  ac- 
tivity, to  maintain  their  independence 
and  self  respect  by  enabling  them  to  con- 
tribute to  their  own  support,  and  to  en- 
able them  to  forget  their  affliction  by  as- 
sociation, and  by  sharing  their  thoughts 
and  interests  with  those  who  see. 

The  helpless  condition  of  the  blind  led 
to  an  effort  to  assist  and  educate  them 
as  early  as  the  seventeenth  century  in 
Italy,  but  it  was  not  until  1785,  in  the 
time  of  Louis  XVI,  that  the  first  intel- 
ligent steps  were  taken  towards  their  re- 
lief. In  the  next  decade  an  effort  was 
made  in  England  in  this  direction ;  in 
the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century 
institutions  were  founded  in  Massachu- 
setts, New  York,  and  Pennsylvania  for 
the  aid  of  the  sightless.  I  think  it  was 
here,  rather  than  in  Europe,  that  the  first 
movement  originated  to  help  the  blind 
by  helping  them  to  help  themselves.  But 
it  needed  the  earnest  initiation  of  the 
movement  which  has  resulted  in  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind  to  briri^ 
out  the  most  intelligent  efforts  towards 
the  amelioration  of  the  cruel  fate  of 
those  who  live  in  eternal  night.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

In  the  first  place,  this  Association  has 
directed  its  attention  to  the  prevention 
of  blindness.  The  statistics  seem  to  show 
that  from  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  present  blindness  is  pre- 
ventable ;  that  infantile  ophthalmia,  which 
ensues  on  the  birth  of  the  child,  may  be 
completely  cured  by  the  adniinistration  of 
a  very  simple  remedy.  The  successful  ef- 
forts of  this  Association  to  improve  the 
midwifery  and  to  provide  this  specific 
remedy  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  chil- 
dren is  most  highly  to  be  commended. 
(Applause.)  Then  the  kindergarten  for 
the  blind  should  be  encouraged.  This  co- 
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operates  with  the  Association,  rescues 
the  bHnd  children  under  school  age  from 
imbecile  and  idiot  asylums,  and  gives 
them  opportunity  to  show  that  their 
minds  are  not  defective,  and  thus  saves 
a  number  who  would  otherwise  be  help- 
lessly deficient,  to  become  fully  devel- 
oped by  the  influences  of  primary  and 
secondary  education.  Then  comes  the 
education  of  the  blind.  Through  the 
good  ofifices  of  this  Association,  New 
York  City  has  now  assumed  an  obliga- 
tion to  give  to  the  blind  children  the  ben- 
efit of  public  instruction,  and  the  fact 
that  they  are  constantly  with  children 
who  see — study  with  them  and  play  with 
them — gives  to  the  blind  boys  and  girls 
a  share  in  the  common  life  of  all  the  chil- 
dren that  seems  to  soften  the  asperity  of 
their  lot. 

The  present  is  a  period  for  estab- 
lishing vocational  schools.  The  move- 
ment towards  preparing  boys  and  girls 
for  life's  work  in  connection  with  their 
primary  and  secondary  education,  so  that 
they  may  have  some  trade  or  business 
or  occupation  taught  them  in  boyhood  as 
a  part  of  and  in  connection  with  their 
general  education,  has  become  stronger 
and  stronger  of  late  and  must  be  regard- 
ed as  one  of  the  most  progressive  steps 
of  the  present  decade.  (Great  applause.) 

The  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  has  promoted  the  teaching  of 
trades  and  occupations  for  which  the 
blind  are  best  adapted ;  but  beyond  this 
at  least  half  of  those  who  become  blind 
after  birth  become  blind  as  adults,  after 
they  have  learned  their  trades  or  stud- 
ied their  professions,  and  must  be  fitted 
to  adopt  some  new  calling  in  life  which 
can  be  prosecuted  without  the  use  of 
eyes.  It  is  to  these  unfortunates  that  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  has 
devoted  its  most  earnest  and  helpful  con- 
sideration. It  has  shown  by  this  dis- 
tinct service  that  it  is  possible  to  teach 
those  who  have  lost  their  sight  even  after 
middle  age,  to  work  with  their  hands, 
and  with  their  minds  in  unison  with  their 
hands,  so  that  the  work  done  shall  let 
light  into  their  souls  and  happiness  into 
their  lives.  (Applause.) 


Most  of  the  public  institutions  which 
we  know — and  there  are  some  forty  in 
the  various  states — are  devoted  to  giv- 
ing education  to  those  of  school  age 
who  have  lost  their  sight.  The  work  of 
assisting  to  possible  occupations  in  life 
those  who,  after  middle  life,  have  lost 
their  sight,  is  confined,  so  far  as  I  know, 
to  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  and  to  similar  associations  estab- 
lished under  its  influence. 

There  are  in  New  York  to-day  two 
thousand  three  hundred  blind  persons,  or 
one  to  every  thousand  of  the  population. 
This  ought  to  be  greatly  reduced  by  en- 
forcing the  proper  method  of  treatment 
for  infantile  ophthalmia.  Of  the  remain- 
der, those  of  school  age  should  be  prop- 
erly taught  in  the  public  schools.  They 
are  unfortunate,  but  they  are  none  the 
less  entitled  to  share  in  the  system  of 
public  instruction,  which  purports  to  of- 
fer equal  opportunities  to  all  children. 
(Applause.)  By  increase  in  the  power 
and  scope  of  this  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  all  that  are  left  of  those 
two  thousand  three  hundred,  to  wit,  the 
adults  upon  whom  blindness  has  fallen 
after  they  have  attained  manhood  or 
womanhood,  should  be  enabled  to  live 
happier  lives  by  a  training  in  mental 
and  physical  work  which  will  occupy 
their  minds,  stimulate  their  energies,  and 
relieve  them  as  much  as  possible  of  that 
sense  of  dependence,  helplessness  and 
hopelessness  which  makes  their  lives  dis- 
mal and  unendurable. 

All  honor,  then,  to  the  Holt  sisters, 
who  had  so  much  to  do  with  the  found- 
ing of  this  Association,  and  have  brought 
it  forward  in  four  years  to  its  present 
state  of  usefulness.  (Applause.) 

Mav  the  good  and  generous  people  of 
New  York  who  are  appealed  to  to  support 
so  many  good  causes,  add  to  their  list 
of  contributions  substantial  sums  for  the 
carrying  forward  of  this  great  work, 
not  of  mere  charity  to  the  helpless,  but 
of  aid  to  the  self-help  of  those  who  have 
the  heavy  burden  of  blindness  to  carry. 

Miss  Holt  has  called  me  here  and  I  have 
responded,  because  such  is  the  nature  of 
the  work  she  is  doing  that  she  is  entitled 
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to  the  voice  of  every  lover  of  his  kind 
in  effecting  her  purpose.  (Great  ap- 
plause and  cheers.) 

LETTER     FROM     BLIND     UNITED  STATES 
SENATOR  GORE. 

The  Chairman  :  We  had  hoped,  as 
the  programme  shows,  to  have  with  us 
to-night  perhaps  the  most  distinguished 
blind  man  in  the  United  States,  Senator 
Gore  (applause),  who,  in  spite  of  his  in- 
firmity, has  worked  his  way  to  the  front 
and  gained  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  which  he  fills  with  great  honor 
and  dignity.  Unfortunately,  at  the  last 
moment  he  found  himself  unable  to  be 
present,  and  I  shall  provide  a  substitute 
for  him  when  I  have  read  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  him  to-day  addressed,  not 
to  me,  but  to  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  of 
course.  I  have  referred  to  her  as  the 
embodiment  of  human  radium,  and  you 
know  that  radium  is  worth  at  least,  every 
ounce  of  it,  a  thousand  times  its  weight 
in  gold.  (Applause.)  I  think  every  blind 
man,  woman  and  child  in  the  State  of 
New  York  will  understand  that. 

Now  let  me  read  this  letter: 

"Your  telegram  was  duly  received 
and  most  highly  appreciated.  I  am  in- 
debted to  you,  both  for  the  invitation  to 
the  Blind  Workers'  Exhibit,  and  for  your 
very  kindly  insistence  that  I  arrange  to 
be  present.  You  may  feel  sure  it  would 
give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  attend 
on  this  occasion  and  to  mark  the  prog- 
ress which  is  being  made  by  those  who 
are  walking  without  light,  who  are  win- 
ning in  the  dark. 

"I  delayed  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  your  message  with  the  hope  that  I 
might  see  my  way  clear  to  attend,  but 
circumstances  oblige  me  to  forego  that 
pleasure. 

"I  am  sure  this  occasion  marks  the 
beginning  of  a  new  era.  It  will  enable 
those  who  are  without  sight  to  conquer, 
the  darkness.  I  congratulate  all  those 
who  are  without  the  blessing  of  sight 
upon  having  such  a  friend  and  such  a 
benefactress.  It,  in  a  great  measure, 
compensates  whatever  misfortunes  they 
may  have  sustained.    You  are  rendering 


the  best  of  all  service,  helping  those  who 
need  help  to  help  themselves.  That  is 
true  service,  and  is  infinitely  better  than 
charity.  Tt  becomes  the  throned  mon- 
arch better  than  his  crown.'  You  are 
lighting  the  ways  that  are  dark  and 
lightening  the  burdens  that  are  heavy. 
The  sightless,  in  all  time,  will  call  you 
blessed." 

LETTER  FROM    MISS   HELEN  KELLER. 

There  is  another  great  apostle  of  light 
whom  we  had  hoped  to  have  here  to- 
night. Unfortunately,  her  health  pre- 
vented her  coming.  I  mean,  you,  of 
course,  will  understand,  the  leader  of 
light  to  all  the  blind,  and  also,  I  might 
say,  to  those  who  have  eyes  to  see — Miss 
Helen  Keller.  (Applause.) 

She  has  written  a  most  delightful  let- 
ter to  be  read  to  you,  and,  at  her  request, 
it  will  be  read  by  Miss  Winifred  Holt 
herself,  who  thus  will  take  the  place  of 
the  foremost  blind  man  and  the  fore- 
most blind  woman  in  the  United  States. 
(Great  applause.) 

Miss  Holt: 
"Dear  Friend : 

"I  deeply  regret  that  I  cannot  come 
to  this  exhibition  of  the  capacities  and 
needs  of  the  blind.  But  my  heart  is 
there,  full  of  appreciation  of  what  the 
New  York  Association  has  done,  full 
of  hope  for  its  work  in  the  future. 

Much  that  is  inspiring  has  been  ac- 
complished by  the  Association  in  the  few 
years  since  it  was  organized.    It  founc 
new  and  profitable  occupations  for  th( 
sightless.    It  employed   the  first  blinc 
stenographer  in  the  city  and  the  firs 
blind  operator  of    a  telephone  switch 
board.    It  opened  an  industrial  class  t< 
which  blind  girls  could  go,  and  still  livi 
at  home.    It  formed  the  first  club  fo 
blind  men  and  another  for  women.  1 
persuaded  the  public  schools  of  Nca 
York  to  admit  blind  pupils.    It  starte 
the  only  Braille  magazine  in  the  cour 
try  for  little  sightless  children.    Its  mo; 
important  and  far-reaching  achievemer 
was  to  establish  the  first  lay  committe 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness  in  Ne' 
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York.  Now  the  quarters  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  outgrown.  It  needs  more 
room;  that  means  it  needs  more  money, 
and  that  its  work  is  a  vitally  necessary 
and  growing  work. 

"This  exhibition  shows  us  what  the 
blind  can  do.  It  shows  that  we  should 
give  all  the  blind  opportunities  to  do.  It 
is  big  with  promise,  and  it  makes  us  con- 
fident to  expect  strong,  continuous  as- 
sistance from  the  people  of  New  York. 

"Look  about  you,  and  you  will  see 
blind  children  playing  games  with  the 
sighted.  This  means  more  than  you 
know,  unless  you  are  acquainted  with 
our  history. 

Ten  years  ago  all  that  was  known 
about  the  blind  was  locked  up  in  insti- 
tutions. The  public  did  not  understand 
the  sightless,  but  regarded  them  as  a 
very  difficult,  peculiar  class  to  which  a 
few  good  men  and  women  devoted  their 
energies,  teaching  them  by  special  meth- 
ods in  special  buildings.  Now  the  blind 
have  come  forth  from  cloistered  seclu- 
sion, have  become  your  fellow  citizens. 
A  new  life  has  opened  for  them.  That 
new  life  should  begin  in  charity,  at 
school.  Let  the  blind  child  have  special 
teachers  to  train  his  hands  at  the  start, 
then  let  him  have  a  desk  in  the  class 
room  with  his  sighted  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. He  will  thereby  acquire  the  proper 
training  for  his  struggle  in  a  world  of 
seeing  men  and  women.  I  look  with  joy 
upon  the  million  dollar  establishments 
for  blind  children.  But  my  deepest  joy 
is  in  the  prophecy  that  these  institutions 
shall  some  day  be  needless.  Before  the 
bricks  shall  have  crumbled,  they  shall  be 
empty,  for  two  reasons : 

"The  first  is,  that  we  shall  diminish 
the  number  of  our  blind.  We  shall  not 
have  one  in  every  thousand  of  our  pop- 
ulation as  now,  but  one  in  ten  thousand, 
in  twenty  thousand,  in  a  hundred  thou- 
sand. 

"The  second  reason  is,  that  we  shall 
extend  the  experiment  of  educating  our 
blind  in  the  public  schools — the  experi- 
ment which  has  been  tried  with  success 
in  Milwaukee  and  Chicago  and,  thanks 
to  the  Association,  in  New  York. 


"You  have  come  here  to  see  for  your- 
selves what  the  blind  are,  what  they  are 
capable  of,  what  they  need.  Why  is  it 
that  you  are  not  surprised?  Why  is  it 
that  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  you  did 
not  know  what  they  could  do  then?  Be- 
cause you  had  no  sightless  playmates. 
Your  blind  contemporary  was  not  in  the 
school  room  with  you,  but  in  a  special 
establishment.  Your  children  will  have 
that  little  blind  fellow  with  them  in 
school,  and  it  will  be  good  for  him,  and 
good  for  your  dear  little  curly  head, 
whose  eyes,  thank  God,  are  sound.  It 
will  prepare  him  for  life,  and  teach  them 
to  give  him  his  place  in  life.  I  have  been 
happy  playing  with  ten  blind  children ; 
but  I  am  happier  in  the  thought  that  my 
sightless  successor  will  be  playing  with 
ten  who  see.  Your  children's  chil- 
dren will  have  a  still  more  beautiful  ex- 
perience ;  for  they  will  live  in  a  world 
where  eyes  are  not  wasted  and  where 
capable  hands  are  not  allowed  to  lie  idle. 
Your  grandchildren,  too,  will  refuse  to 
isolate  the  blind ;  but  there  will  be  so 
few  to  isolate  that  the  blind  may  again 
become  objects  of  wonder  and  curiosity. 
But  now,  when  blind  boys  and  girls  are 
all  too  common,  the  public  ought  to 
make  their  education  a  matter  of  uni- 
versal knowledge  and  intelligent  sym- 
pathy. 

"With  cordial  greetings,  I  am, 
"Faithfully  yours, 

"Helen  Keller." 

MISS  holt's  address. 

Truly,  the  spirit  of  Helen  Keller  is 
here  to-night.  She  says  that  to  be  blind 
is  to  see  the  bright  side  of  life.  That 
is  what  we  have  tried  to  show  you  in 
this  exhibition,  how  to  make  the  blind 
see  the  bright  side  of  life.  We  are  deep- 
ly, unspeakably  grateful  to  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  has  considered  the  needs  of 
the  blind,  has  come  to  them,  and  knows 
that  their  work  is  good.  We  cannot 
thank  Mr.  Choate.  We- cannot  thank  the 
many  blind  and  seeing  friends  who  have 
made  this  exhibition  possible.  We  ap- 
preciate deeply  especially  the  work  of 
those  blind  friends,  and  friends  of  blind 
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friends  who  have  made  long  pilgrimages 
to  come  here,  some  from  very  far  dis- 
tant States,  from  Ohio,  from  Maine ;  and 
there  are  at  least  twelve  or  thirteen 
States  actually  represented  by  blind  and 
seeing  delegates  here.  There  are  exhi- 
bitions here  of  articles,  photographs  and 
exhibits,  which  have  come  from  as  far 
away  as  Japan  and  Jerusalem. 

All  these  kind  and  interested  friends 
who  have  been  contributors  to  this  great 
exhibition  must  take  their  thanks  in  the 
realization  of  the  great  service  they  are 
doing  for  the  blind  in  bringing  about 
for  them  a  new  era. 

A  blind  man  said  to  me — I  think  it 
was  yesterday — "This  exhibition  means 
for  us  hope."  Whether  that  is  true  or 
not,  depends  on  you  here,  on  your  sym- 
pathy and  understanding. 

That  blind  man  had  the  humiliating 
experience  of  having  twenty  blind  men 
whom  he  had  invited  to  come  to  the 
Lighthouse  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind  turned  away  on  a 
rainy  night  because  there  was  not  room 
to  let  them  in.  He  believes  that  when 
the  public  knows  of  this  condition  of 
af¥airs  it  will  see  to  it  that  there  are 
large  enough  club  rooms,  large  enough 
class  rooms  and  a  large  enough  Light- 
house in  which  to  train  and  assist  the 
blind  who  ask  our  help. 

Our  intentions  are  far  from  segregat- 
ing the  blind.  Unless  these  many  ap- 
peals for  more  room  and  a  proper  Light- 
house may  be  misleading,  I  wish  to  say 
very  emphatically  that  the  modern  feel- 
ing of  the  blind  is  against  segregation. 
Our  main  object  is  to  fit  the  blind  to  take 
their  places  in  the  seeing  world. 

When  you  marvel  at  the  work  of  our 
clever  artisans,  when  you  dictate  to  our 
expert  stenographers,  and  when  you 
tremble  before  our  blind  barber,  please 
do  not  forget  that  these  people  are  busv 
and  happy  because  they  have  found 
"Light  through  work." 

But  there  are.  so  manv  blind  people  in 
this  country  who  sit  idle  and  miserable, 
longing  for  death.  A  letter  came  to  us 
frrm  a  poorhouse  in  a  neighboring:  State 
where  there  is  no  Lighthouse,  from  a 


blind  man  still  in  the  prime  of  life. 
"Can't  you  teach  me  how  to  read  and 
write  and  work?  I  have  been  an  active 
man  all  my  life  until  I  lost  my  sight  and 
had  to  come  to  this  poorhouse.  Won't 
you  help  to  end  this  dreadful,  endless, 
idle  waiting  in  the  dark?" 

I  put  that  question  to  every  man  and 
woman  here.  Will  you  not  help  us  tc 
stop  for  every  forgotten  blind  man,  wo- 
man and  child  that  endless,  idle  waiting 
in  the  dark?  Think,  there  are  hundreds 
of  forgotten  blind !  If  there  were  onlj 
scores,  this  exhibition  would  not  be  in 
vain.  No  matter  how  brave  a  front  wc 
may  put  on,  blindness  is  a  calamity.  The 
blind  must  have  the  helping  hand  to  pul 
them  on  the  road  of  self-support  and 
happiness.  They  need  a  friend  to  teach 
them  how  to  be  blind. 

Though  great  poets,  preachers,  sages 
and  statesmen  have  been  blind,  it,  nev- 
ertheless, is  an  affliction  to  be  overcome, 
a  stumbling  block  to  mount  upon. 

You  cannot  go  through  this  exhibition 
with  an  open  mind  without  learning  thai 
the  blind  man  should  be  seriously  con- 
sidered in  the  business  world  and  has  a 
right  to  a  place  in  it. 

It  is  not  economical  to  enforce  idle- 
ness. We  want  to  stop  sending  men  to 
the  poorhouse,  prison  or  asylum.  Wc 
want  the  blind  kept  with  their  families 
and  with  their  friends.  There  are  sc 
few  blind,  thank  God,  that  it  is  not  nec- 
essary for  us  to  provide  a  world  apar 
for  them.  It  is  our  privilege  and  dut) 
to  fit  them  to  take  honorable  places  ii 
the  work  and  play  of  our  world.  Blind 
ness,  with  enforced  idleness,  is  the  wors 
form  of  slavery.  If  slavery  is  not  wron^ 
then  nothing  is  wrong.  We  trust  tha 
this  exhibition  means  the  end  of  slavery 
and  not  only  hope,  but  freedom,  for  al 
the  blind,  if  you  will  help  them  to  fin( 
"Light  through  work." 

The  Chairman  :  The  President,  al 
though  under  great  pressure  to  meet  an 
other  engagement,  has  consented  to  re 
main .  and  witness  the  athletics  by  th 
Overbrook  boys  from  the  Pennsylvani 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  th 
Blind. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON   PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


November  1,  1910,  to  November  1,  1911. 

During  the  past  year  this  Committee 
has  continued  its  work  of  investigation, 
education  and  co-operation  for  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  and  conservation  of 
vision. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Desiring  to  ascertain  to  what  extent 
adequate  hospital  provision  exists  in 
New  York  State  for  the  reception  and 
care  of  infants  suffering  from  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  the  Committee  during  the 
past  year  has  made  a  study  of  hospital 
facilities  throughout  the  State.  The  re- 
sults of  this  inquiry  indicate  that  more 
hospital  wards  for  the  reception  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  patients  are 
needed,  chiefly  to  enable  local  health  of- 
ficers to  provide  immediate  and  adequate 
medical  care  for  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  reported  to  them. 

As  in  previous  years  figures  have  been 
collected  in  regard  to  the  relative  num- 
ber of  persons  blind  from  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  in  schools  for  the  blind 
throughout  the  country.  It  was  found 
that  of  2,018  pupils  in  17  schools,  521,  or 
approximately  25  per  cent.,  of  the  total 
number  of  students  were  blind  as  a  re- 
sult of  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  In- 
formation from  fifteen  of  these  schools 
showed  that  the  proportion  of  pupils 
blind  from  this  disease,  admitted  for  the 
first  time  in  1910,  remained  approximate- 
ly 25  per  cent.,  as  in  preceding  years. 

Desiring  also  to  learn  the  extent  to 
which  the  disease  occurs  in  New  York 
City  and  with  what  results,  the  Commit- 
tee has,  in  co-operation  with  the  New 
York  City  Department  of  Health,  made 
a  local  study  of  the  occurrence  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum.  Investigations 
of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
treated  in  five  eye  hospitals  and  dispen- 
saries in  New  York  City  indicate  that 
the  disease  occurs  much  more  frequently 
than  is  generally  believed,  and  that  the 
law  requiring  redness  and  swelling  of  the 
eyes  of  the  new-born  to  be  reported  to 
the  local  health  officer,  is  not  being  gen- 
erally obeyed.    In  regard  to  the  number 


of  cases  of  blindness  resulting  from 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  which  have  oc- 
curred in  New  York  City,  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  secure  information  which  could 
be  regarded  as  a  true  index  to  the  situa- 
tion. Letters  were  sent  to  all  institu- 
tions for  the  blind  in  the  city,  asking  the 
number  of  pupils  or  inmates  under  five 
years  of  age  blind  from  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  who  had  been  born  in  New 
York  City.  As  there  are  but  few  blind 
children  admitted  under  five  years  of  age 
to  institutions  of  any  description,  it  was 
felt  that  the  results  of  this  investigation 
were  without  value  from  a  statistical 
point,  and  that  accurate  figures  could 
only  be  secured  by  taking  a  complete 
census.  But  that  as  many  as  seven 
cases  of  needless  blindness  were  discov- 
ered indicates  the  gravity  of  the  need  for 
further  investigation  and  work  for  pre- 
vention. 

MIDWIFERY. 

Since,  as  is  believed  by  the  medical 
profession,  blindness  from  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  would  practically  never  oc- 
cur if  the  eyes  of  all  new-born  infants 
were  properly  cleansed,  and  prompt  and 
efficient  medical  attention  were  invari- 
ably administered  upon  the  appearance 
of  the  early  symptoms  of  this  disease,  it 
will  be  readily  seen  that  the  training  and 
control  of  midwives  bear  an  important 
relation  to  this  phase  of  the  work  for  the 
prevention  of  blindness. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  as  broad 
a  view  as  possible  of  the  midwife  prob- 
lem, and  suggestions  for  its  possible  so- 
lution in  the  State,  the  Committee  has 
made  a  study  of  laws  relating  to  mid- 
wifery training  and  control  in  sixteen 
European  countries,  together  with  the 
curricula  from  foreign  midwifery 
schools,  and  has  also  engaged  in  exten- 
sive correspondence  with  obstetricians, 
midwives  and  public  health  workers  in 
these  countries.  Through  the  New  York 
State  Department  of  Health,  copies  of 
laws,  acts  and  ordinances  providing  for 
State,  county  or  municipal  control  of 
midwives  in  the  United  States  have  also 
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been  collected.  It  was  found  that  in 
thirty-three  of  the  forty-nine  States  and 
Territories  there  is  no-  law  restraining 
the  practice  of  midwifery.  In  three,  mid- 
wives  are  actually  allowed  by  law  to  prac- 
tice unrestricted ;  while  in  the  remaining 
thirteen  States  there  are  laws  purporting 
to  require  examination  before  licensure 
to  practice,  although  there  is  a  total  ab- 
sence in  these  States  of  adequate  pro- 
vision for  midwifery  training. 

The  Committee,  in  its  endeavor  to  se- 
cure State  legislation  affecting  the  train- 
ing and  control  of  niidwives,  has  been 
working  in  close  co-operation  with  the 
New  York  State  and  City  Department  of 
Health,  and  has  been  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing the  assistance  of  important  medical 
societies,  as  well  as  influential  members 
of  the  medical  profession.  Resolutions 
favoring  the  training  and  control  of  mid- 
wives  under  State  authority  were  adopt- 
ed during  the  year  by  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society,  the  Homeopathic 
Society  of  Western  New  York,  the  Sec- 
tion on  Obstetrics  and  Gynaecology  of 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine, 
two  county  medical  societies,  the  Ameri- 
can Association  for  the  Conservation  of 
Vision,  the  American  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion and  the  American  Society  of  Super- 
intendents of  Training  for  Nurses. 
Sections  or  Committees  on  Midwifery 
have  been  appointed  by  the  American 
Society  for  the  Conservation  of  Vision, 
the  American  Association  for  the  Study 
and  Prevention  of  Infant  Mortality  and 
the  American  Society  of  Superintendents 
of  Training  Schools  for  Nurses. 

One  tangible  result  of  the  Committee's 
efforts  to  better  the  condition  of  mid- 
wifery practice  in  New  York  has  been 
the  establishment  of  a  training  school 
for  midwives  in  connection  with  Bellevue 
and  Allied  Hospitals.  This  is  the  first 
school  of  its  kind  in  America,  and  was 
opened  as  a  result  of  co-operation  offered 
to  this  Committee  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Bellevue  and  Al- 
lied Hospitals.  The  school  is  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  the  General 


Superintendent  of  Nurses  of  these  hos- 
pitals. 

As  the  conditions  in  England,  before 
the  passage  of  the  Midwives'  Act  of 
1902,  closely  resembled  those  existing  in 
New  York  to-day,  the  Secretary  was 
commissioned  by  the  Committee  to  visit 
England  during  the  late  summer,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  detailed  study  of 
the  workings  of  the  Midwives'  Act.  This 
investigation  included  a  study  of  the  leg- 
islative history  of  this  act,  the  power  and 
organization  of  the  Central  Midwives' 
Board,  its  method  of  examination,  licen- 
sure and  control  of  practicing  midwives, 
the  training  of  midwives  carried  on  in 
hospitals  and  out-patients'  departments, 
and  by  physicians  and  certified  midwives. 
and  a  study  of  the  administrative  meth- 
ods of  local  health  officers,  together  with 
records  of  the  work  done  by  midwives 
under  their  supervision. 

These  various  aspects  of  the  mid- 
wifery work  in  England  were  studied  in 
cities  and  towns  of  various  sizes  and  in 
rural  districts,  and  among  midwives  and 
inspectors  of  varying  grades.  Both  mid- 
wives  and  inspectors  were  frequently  ac- 
companied on  their  rounds  by  the  Secre- 
tary, thus  affording  an  opportunity  for  a 
close  observation  of  their  practical  work. 

The  impressions  received  during  the 
six  weeks  devoted  to  this  study  were  very 
convincing.  There  seemed  little  room 
for  doubt  that  in  England  the  training 
and  intelligent  supervision  of  midwives 
in  their  practice  exerts  a  powerful  influ- 
ence toward  the  preservation  of  life  and 
health  of  mothers  and  babies.  Better 
medical  attention  is  secured  for  this  class 
of  the  sick  poor,  and  in  a  larger  number 
of  cases  than  in  the  old  days  when  the 
"Gamps"  held  sway,  uncontrolled.  Not 
only  have  maternal  and  infant  mortality 
declined,  but  in  the  opinion  of  obstetri- 
cians and  public  health  authorities  in 
England,  the  morbidity  of  mothers  and 
babies  has  been  reduced,  at  least  partly, 
as  a  result  of  the  better  medical  and 
nursing  care  secured  through  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Midwives'  Act.** 


A  detailed  report  upon  this  study  of  the  English  work  is  being  published  by  the  Committee, 
and  copies  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Committee's  office,  105  East  Twenty- 
second  Street,  or  at  the  office  of  the  Association. 
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TRACHOMA. 

Recognizing  as  it  does  the  importance 
of  possessing  more  information  concern- 
ing trachoma,  for  the  sake  of  preventing 
visual  impairment  from  this  disease,  the 
Committee  is  fortunate  in  having  the 
opportunity  to  work  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  physicians  in  charge  of  the 
trachoma  clinic  at  the  Laboratories  of 
the  New  York  City  Department  of 
Health.  The  work  at  this  clinic  em- 
braces, in  addition  to  medical  treatment 
of  the  patients,  a  careful  study  of  the 
clinical,  bacteriological,  social  and  eco- 
nomic aspects  of  trachoma.  In  order 
that  these  observations  may  be  preserved 
in  permanent  form,  for  subsequent  study, 
this  Committee  has  provided  the  clinic 
with  record  cards  and  history  sheets. 
The  Committee  has  also  furnished  car- 
fare for  those  children  who  would  other- 
wise have  been  unable  to  attend  this 
clinic  and  thus  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  preserving  their  sight. 

It  was  possible  through  the  assistance 
of  the  Association  for  the  Improvement 
of  the  Condition  of  the  Poor  to  send 
twenty-four  children,  who  were  under 
treatment  at  the  Clinic,  into  the  country 
for  one  month  during  the  past  summer. 
The  results  of  supplementing  local  treat- 
ment with  this  change  in  hygienic  con- 
ditions proved  in  each  instance  to  be  of 
distinct  value.  It  is  hoped  that  a  larger 
number  of  children  may  be  assisted  in 
this  way  next  year. 

A  representative  of  the  Trachoma 
Clinic  of  the  New  York  City  Depart- 
ment of  Health  is  planning  to  extend 
the  researches  of  the  Clinic  by  accom- 
panying Dr.  J.  A.  Stucky,  of  Lexington, 
Ky.,  on  his  next  trip  through  the  moun- 
tains of  that  State,  where  trachoma  is 
prevalent. 

The  New  York  City  Departments  of 
Health  and  Education  are  formulating 
plans  by  means  of  which  children  suffer- 
ing from  trachoma,  who  are  at  present 
excluded  from  the  public  schools,  will  be 
congregated,  either  in  separate  rooms  or 
buildings,  in  order  to  make  close  ob- 
servation and  treatment  of  these  children 


possible,  as  well  as  the  safeguarding  of 
their  eyes  by  providing  special  methods 
of  instruction.  . 


PRESERVATION   OF  SIGHT  OF  SCHOOL 
CHILDREN. 

Little  progress  has  been  made  in  this 
branch  of  the  Committee's  work.  A  set 
of  questions,  designed  to  ascertain  the 
relative  number  of  children  suffering 
from  defective  vision,  whether  caused  by 
anatomical  defects  or  inflammatory  con- 
ditions, was  sent  by  this  Committee  to 
the  principals  of  575  public  schools  in 
New  York  City.  Replies  to  these  ques- 
tions were  based  upon  non-medical  ob- 
servations, having  been  made  by  school 
principals  or  teachers.  They  indicated 
that  8.05  per  cent,  of  the  children  were 
troubled  with  redness  and  irritation  of 
the  eyelids,  headaches  or  discomfort  in 
using  their  eyes ;  4.43  per  cent,  had  diffi- 
culty in  seeing  the  blackboard  from  their 
seats  and  could  not  use  their  eyes  com- 
fortably for  near  work ;  26  per  cent,  had 
been  dropped  or  notably  retarded  as  a 
result  of  eye  defect  or  eye  strain ;  35 
per  cent,  were  doing  their  work  over 
again  because  of  defective  vision. 

The  general  impression  received  from 
the  classification  of  these  replies  was 
that  a  careful  and  scientific  examination 
of  school  children's  eyes  was  desirable ; 
also  the  establishment  of  special  classes 
for  children  with  seriously  impaired 
vision,  instruction  in  these  classes  to  be 
accomplished  through  a  combination  of 
methods  used  in  schools  for  the  blind  and 
the  sighted  respectively. 

ILLUMINATION. 

In  the  field  of  illumination,  through 
co-operation  with  a  sub-committee  of 
the  Committee  on  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  New  York  Branch  of  the  Illu- 
minating Engineering  Society,  the  Na- 
tional Electric  Lamp  Association,  the 
Public  Service  Commission  of  New  York 
City,  and  individuals,  a  study  of  the 
physiological  effects  of  improper  lighting 
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is  being  made.  It  is  proposed  by  the 
Committee  to  make  an  intensive  study 
of  impairment  of  vision  in  its  relation  to 
improperly  lighted  factories  and  work- 
shops. 

EYE  STRAIN. 

Little  more  than  a  beginning  has  been 
made  in  the  study  of  this  visual  disorder. 
Physicists  and  ophthalmologists  seem  to 
agree  that  not  only  insufficient  but  im- 
properly arranged  light  plays  an  im- 
portant part  in  causing  eye  strain,  and 
neurologists  are  attaching  steadily  in- 
creasing importance  to  eye  strain  as  a 
factor  in  causing  general  nervous  break- 
down. 

WOOD  ALCOHOL. 

The  chief  work  done  by  this  Commit- 
tee in  connection  with  unnecessary  blind- 
ness resulting  from  wood  alcohol, 
whether  imbibed  or  inhaled,  has  been  in 
the  form  of  investigation.  The  actual 
work  of  prevention  has,  as  formerly, 
been  carried  on  by  the  Hon.  Ernst  J. 
Lederle,  in  his  capacity  as  New  York 
City  Commissioner  of  Health.  Dr. 
Lederle  has  continued  his  investigation 
and  prosecution  of  cases  where  the  sale 
of  wood  alcohol  in  beverages  has  been 
brought  to  his  attention. 

The  Committee's  investigations  have 
disclosed  the  fact  that  not  only  is  wood 
alcohol  drunk  unknowingly  by  frequent- 
ers of  the  lower  East  Side  saloons,  but 
also  intentionally  in  some  instances  by 
artisans,  such  as  engravers  on  copper, 
who  disguise  the  unpleasant  taste  of  this 
spirit  by  the  addition  of  lemon  juice.  It 
has  also  been  found  that  blindness  and 
varying  degrees  of  visual  impairment 
are  caused  in  some  instances  through  the 
inhalation  of  wood  alcohol  fumes,  chiefly 
by  those  engaged  in  treating  the  insides 
of  beer  vats  with  a  finish  containing 
wood  alcohol,  and  by  workers  on  feath- 
ers and  artificial  flowers,  and  in  other  in- 
dustries in  which  aniline  dyes  contain- 
ing wood  alcohol  are  used. 

INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENTS. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  causes,  results  and 


relative  number  of  eye  accidents  in  the 
industries,  a  careful  study  was  made  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  cases  and  records  at 
eye  hospitals  in  New  York  City.  This 
was  made  possible  through  the  generous 
assistance  of  physicians  and  registrars  of 
the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat 
Hospital,  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  and 
Aural  Institute,  the  New  York  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary  and  the  Harlem  Eye,  Ear 
and  Throat  Hospital.  The  results  of  a 
single  investigation  bearing  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  such  magnitude  would  necessarily 
be  suggestive  rather  than  conclusive.  It 
was  found  that  the  total  number  of  new 
patients  admitted  to  the  eye  departments 
of  the  hospitals  mentioned  during  1910, 
excepting  refractive  cases,  was  39,877. 
Of  these  6,360,  or  15.9  per  cent.,  were 
eye  accident  cases.  A  study  of  1,000 
cases  on  the  records  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  since  1906, 
showed  that  15.9  per  cent,  had  become 
blind  from  accident,  5.2  per  cent,  from 
congenital  causes,  and  78.9  per  cent, 
from  diseases. 

Of  these  159  cases  of  industrial  acci- 
dents more  than  one-half  might  have 
been  prevented  by  the  exercise  of  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  care,  better  lighting  and 
ventilation,  and  the  use  of  protective  de- 
vices. 

The  statistical  tables  published  by  the 
State  Department  of  Labor  showed  that 
during  the  year  1909  eye  accidents  con- 
stituted 3>4  per  cent,  of  all  accidents  re- 
ported. The  trades  in  which  eye  acci- 
dents were  found  to  be  most  common 
were  those  involving  grinding  and  chip- 
ping of  metal,  wood  or  stone,  and  the 
pouring  of  molten  metal.  That  such  ac- 
cidents may  be  prevented,  at  least  in  part, 
has  been  demonstrated  by  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation.  The  installa- 
tion of  guards  for  emery  wheels,  and 
other  protective  devices,  has  reduced 
eye  accidents  about  50  per  cent,  in  the 
various  manufactures  represented  in 
this  corporation. 

LEGISLATION. 

In  its  legislative  work  the  Committee 
has  supported  the  State  Commissioner 
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of  Health  in  his  successful  application 
for  a  renewal  of  the  grant  of  $5,000  in 
the  Supply  Bill  for  1910,  to  make  possi- 
ble the  free  distribution  of  prophylactic 
outfits  for  the  prevention  of  blindness 
from  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  It  has 
also  supported  a  bill,  prepared  by  the 
State  Department  of  Health,  to  amend 
the  law  which  required  that  all  birth  cer- 
tificates should  be  returned  within  thirty- 
six  hours ;  the  amendment  providing 
that  in  addition  to  a  simple  notification 
of  birth  within  thirty-six  hours,  there 
shall  be  also  a  certificate,  returned  within 
five  days  after  birth,  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  a  more  complete  record  for  the 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics.  This  amend- 
ment became  a  law. 

EDUCATION. 

The  educational  work  of  the  Commit- 
tee has  been  carried  on  by  means  of  the 
publication  and  distribution  of  literature, 
public  speaking,  photographic  exhibits, 
lantern  slides,  and  through  magazine  ar- 
ticles and  the  press. 

The  Committee  has  published  during 
the  year  an  eighth  edition  of  its  publica- 
tion No,  1,  "The  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness," practical  suggestions  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  sight ;  a  third  edition  of  No. 
4,  "Directions  to  Mothers,  Midwives  and 
Nurses  for  the  Prevention  of  Ophthal- 
mia Neonatorum" ;  its  second  Annual 
Report,  for  the  year  ending  November  1, 
1910,  and  an  illustrated  six-page  leaflet 
on  Trachoma,  written  in  four  languages, 
treating  of  the  dangers  and  preventabil- 
ity  of  this  disease. 

During  the  year  33,693  copies  of  the 
Committee's  publications  have  been  dis- 
tributed;  27,222  in  New  York  State, 
6,325  in  28  States  outside  of  New  York, 
and  146  in  7  foreign  countries. 

Forty-four  addresses  and  talks  on 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  midwifery  and 
the  general  phases  of  the  work  have  been 
given  to  school  children,  women's  clubs, 
mothers'  clubs  in  settlements,  day  nur- 
series, churches  and  schools,  to  colle- 
giate alumnae  and  undergraduates,  to 
graduate  nurses'  associations,  graduate 
and  pupil  nurses,  at  nurses'  conferences, 


the  conferences  of  workers  for  the  blind 
and  for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  the 
conferences  of  Charities  and  Correction, 
and  at  the  meeting  for  prevention  of  in- 
fant mortality.  The  subject  of  ophthal- 
mia neonatorum  has  also  been  embodied 
in  the  program  for  1911-12  of  the  New 
York  State  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs. 

The  Committee's  exhibits  on  ophthal- 
mia neonatorum  and  the  general  phases 
of  preventable  blindness  have  been 
shown  at  fifteen  conferences,  while  a 
permanent  exhibit  of  photographs  and 
models  of  safety  appliances  for  the  pro- 
tection of  eyes  in  industries  has  been  in- 
stalled at  the  American  Museum  of 
Safety  in  New  York  City.  Sets  of  lan- 
tern slides,  in  addition  to  being  frequent- 
ly used  in  New  York  State,  have  been 
loaned  to  individual  workers  and  to  State 
Boards  of  Health  in  eight  States.  Four 
duplicate  sets  have  been  sold  by  the 
Committee. 

Articles  on  Prevention  of  Blindness 
and  Midwifery  have  appeared  during  the 
year  in  the  "Review  of  Reviews,"  "City 
Life,"  in  the  "American  Nursing  Maga- 
zine" and  the  "Visiting  Nursing  Quar- 
terly," and  in  a  large  number  of  news- 
papers throughout  the  country. 

CO-OPERATION. 

In  addition  to  co-operation  secured 
from  all  organizations  and  individuals 
mentioned  above,  this  Committee  has 
given  assistance  in  the  formation  of  a 
local  Committee  for  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness in  Rochester,  while  work  for  a  simi- 
lar organization  in  Buffalo  has  been  be- 
gun. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Committee  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  to  continue  its  study 
of  the  incidence  and  results  of  ophthal- 
mia neonatorum,  to  assist  in  securing 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  requiring 
that  this  disease  be  reported,  and  to  work 
toward  State-wide  hospital  provision 
for  the  care  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
cases  ;  to  continue  its  work  toward  secur- 
ing the  recognition,  training,  registra- 
tion, supervision  and  control  of  midwives 
practicing  in  New  York  State,  and  to 
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continue  its  study  of  unnecessary  blind- 
ness and  visual  impairment  resulting 
from  trachoma,  wood  alcohol,  industrial 
accidents  and  inadequate  lighting. 

The  expenses  of  the  Committee  during 
the  year  have  amounted  to  $5,182.48.  The 
renewal  of  its  grant  of  $5,000  for  the 


fourth  year  and  a  special  appropriation 
of  $500  for  midwifery  investigation,  by 
the  Russell  Sage  Foundation,  have  made 
possible  the  continuance  of  the  work  of 
the  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Carolyn  C.  Van  Blarcom, 

Executive  Secretary. 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
MASSEUR 


REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND. 


November  2,  1911. 
Such  cases  of  illness  as  have  come  un- 
der the  notice  of  the  doctor  of  the  As- 
sociation during  the  past  year  have  only 
served  to  further  impress  upon  me  the 
very  great  need  of  furnishing  our  co- 
operators  with  such  hygienic  surround- 
ings and  opportunities  for  physical  cul- 
ture and  exercise  as  shall  enable  them 
the  better  to  throw  off  disease  if  it  assail 
them. 

The  prevention  of  infantile  blindness 
is  now  receiving  the  much  deserved  at- 
tention not  only  of  the  ophthalmologists 
and  other  medical  men,  but  also  of  the 
legislative  bodies  of  our  States,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  campaign  of  education  on  this 
subject  carried  cm  by  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  and  other  simi- 
lar associations. 

The  treatment  of  blindness  has  al- 
ways been  one  of  the  great  aims  ot 
medical  scientists,  and  in  certain  cases 
the  results  of  surgical  treatment  have 
been  little  short  of  miraculous ;  but  how 
pitifully    many    are    the    cases  where 


science  can  hold  out  no  help  of  restora- 
tion of  sight. 

These  sightless  individuals,  adults  and 
children,  are  shut  ofi  from  many  things 
besides  those  which  we  see  with  our 
eyes,  and  to  their  very  great  detriment, 
all  too  often  they  are  cut  off  from  all 
forms  of  physical  exercise  and  the  bene- 
fits which  accrue  therefrom. 

Consequently,  all  of  us  who  are  inter- 
ested in  helping  the  blind  will  learn  with 
the  keenest  pleasure  of  the  splendid  pro- 
visions for  the  physical  recreation  and 
pleasure  of  our  members  which  are  to  be 
made  in  the  new  building  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, including  a  gymnasium,  bowling 
alley,  swimming  pool  and  shower  baths. 
We  hope  earnestly  that  the  funds  for 
this  needed  portion  of  onv  plant  will  be 
forthcoming. 

This  plan  marks  an  important  step  in 
advance  in  the  care  of  the  blind  and  can- 
not but  result  in  the  bettering  of  the 
health  and  comfort  of  those  who  are  al- 
ready so  sadly  handicapped. 

(Signed) 

Sew.m?d  Erdm.\n,  M.  D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OCULIST  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR 

THE  BLIND. 


In  reporting  on  the  year's  activities  it 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  movement 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  started 
in  New  York  in  1908,  has  l)ecome  a 
factor  of  recognized  importance  amongst 
work  for  the  blind  and  has  spread  to  a 
number  of  States,  as  well  as  taken  the 
form  of  a  national  movement.  Con- 
servation is  the  cry  of  the  hour,  and 
conservation  applied  to  eyesight  as  the 
result  of  concerted  organized  effort 
should  surely  be  the  means  of  greatly 
lessening  the  ranks  of  the  sightless. 

A  noteworthy  fact  is  that  within  the 
past  month  three  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  have  been  reported  to  us  on 
the  clinic  cards,  pointing  out  the  need 
for  continued  education  on  this  subject. 


We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  value  of 
these  clinic  postals  furnished  by  the  As- 
sociation to  hospitals  and  dispensaries  is 
becoming  more  recognized,  as  is  shown 
by  the  increased  number  returned  to  the 
Lighthouse  with  data  concerning  the  pa- 
tients and  their  blindness.  These  cards 
enable  us  to  pay  friendly  visits  to  the  pa- 
tients and  to  give  them  needed  advice  as 
to  the  resources  available  for  the  blind 
and  most  likely  to  help  them  in  taking  up 
work  in  the  dark. 

Statistics  a.s  to  the  ocular  treatment 
received  by  the  wards  of  the  Associa- 
tion during  the  past  year  appear  else- 
where in  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Ward  A.  Holden. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WORK- 
SHOP FOR  BLIND  MEN. 


It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  note  this 
year  that  at  our  Workshop  for  BHnd 
Men  we  have  done  more  work,  better 
work,  and  had  a  smaller  deficit  than  ever. 
There  are  still  twelve  men  in  the  Instruc- 
tive Department,  but  at  least  four  of 
these  will  become  piece-workers,  thus 
lessening  the  financial  strain  involved. 
During  the  year  we  have  given  employ- 
ment to  fifty  men ;  thirty-nine  men  are 
at  present  employed,  twenty-seven  of 
whom  are  piece-workers,  and  the  others 
are  in  the  Instructive  Department.  Many 
of  our  piece-workers  now  earn  over  a 
dollar  a  day,  the  average  being  $1.50. 
One  of  our  blind  men  is  now  earning 
$15.00  a  week;  this  is  extremely  good 
pay  for  a  blind  man. 

It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  men  who  come  to  us  have  often  just 
lost  their  sight,  and  are  incapable  of  do- 
ing any  kind  of  work.  The  period  of 
their  tuition  must  of  necessity  at  times 
be  very  long,  thus  adding  greatly  to  our 
expense,  but  the  more  adequate  our 
work  is  the  more  of  these  helpless  peo- 
ple we  must  be  prepared  to  make  self- 
helpful. 

Although  chair-caning  is  not  a  profit- 
able occupation  it  is  a  very  useful  one 
for  giving  the  men  an  opportunity  to 
use  their  fingers,  and  therefore  must  be 
maintained. 

In  general  the  health  of  the  men  has 
been  good,  and  among  them  an  ever- 
increasing  spirit  of  co-operation  and 
good  will  is  evident. 

Many  new  customers  have  been  added 
to  our  books,  among  them  being  some 


of  the  largest  hotels  and  corporations  in 
the  country.  We  know  that  we  make  the 
best  brooms  to  be  had,  and  this  is  largely 
proved  by  the  fact  that  though  the  price 
of  broom  corn  advanced  during  the  year 
from  six  and  a  half  cents  to  eleven  cents, 
and  we  were  forced  to  raise  the  price 
of  brooms  accordingly — notwithstand- 
ing, our  sales  increased  instead  of  fall- 
ing off.  We  use  none  but  the  best  ma- 
terial and  the  best  workmanship,  and 
this  policy  we  are  sure  is  bound  to  win 
out.  Our  two  blind  salesmen  are  show- 
ing good  results.  Our  men  are  eagerly 
awaiting  the  time  when  they  can  enter 
our  new  model  workshop,  now  building. 
There  we  hope  to  have  more  machines, 
and  to  be  able  to  do  more  work  under 
the  best  conditions,  thus  being  able  to 
greatly  increase  our  output.  In  order 
to  profit  by  suggestions  and  other  work, 
to  enable  us  to  make  our  own  as  perfect 
as  possible,  the  Committee  has  been 
studying  industries  for  blind  men 
throughout  the  world. 

During  this  year  4,061  chairs  have  been 
caned,  a  gain  of  1,062  chairs  over  last 
vear.  The  output  in  1911  in  brooms  was 
51,348,  a  gain  of  6,172  over  1910.  The 
total  number  of  chairs  caned  during  the 
existence  of  the  workshop  is  16,803 ;  the 
total  number  of  brooms  made  since  the 
start  of  our  broom  department  is 
207,421.  The  receipts  from  sales  for  the 
year  were  $20,589.37.  Since  the  foun- 
dation of  the  shop  the  receipts  have  been 
$74,486.25. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Bradley  Stoughton, 

Chairman. 


A  Letter  from  One  Who  Was  Benefited  by  the  Association. 

"I  write  this,  in  order  to  convey  to  you  my  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  for  all 
the  benefits  I  have  received  from  you,  in  my  almost  hopeless  condition  of  blind- 
ness. You  have  placed  me  in  the  care  of  a  leading  eye  specialist,  you  are  having 
lessons  given  to  me,  so  that  I  may  become  proficient  in  the  use  of  the  typewriting 
machine,  you  are  doing  all  you  can  to  have  one  or  more  of  my  Fairy  Tales 
accepted  by  an  editor,  you  have  extended  to  me  pecuniary  help  in  dire  necessity, 
you  have  sent  me  tickets  for  theatres  and  concerts  which  have  made  many  an 
otherwise  sad  and  lonely  hour  one  of  pleasure.  And  you  have  in  many  other 
ways  helped  and  encouraged  me. 

"I  have  at  all  times  been  received  by  the  Crew  of  the  Lighthouse  with  the 
utmost  kindness  and  consideration.  And  I  pray  that  God  may  bless  and  prosper 
the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  in  its  glorious  and  splendid  work. 

"Very  sincerely  yours," 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN   OF  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE 

COMMITTEE 


To  THE  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind: 

As  Chairman  of  the  Social  Service 
Committee  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
another  year  of  successful  activity.  A 
record  of  accomplishments  is  submitted 
separately  for  incorporation  in  your 
summary  report. 

Though  the  general  nature  of  the 
duties  of  our  Committee  is  now  fairly 
familiar,  yet  the  work  itself  presents  such 
an  endless  variety  of  distressing  need 
and  heroic  struggle,  that  the  details  nev- 
er lack  in  human  interest.  The  follow- 
ing instances  taken  from  the  Minutes  of 
the  year  are  cited  to  give  a  slight  idea 
of  the  range  of  our  activities : 

A  man  of  sixty-nine,  a  college  grad- 
uate, found  himself  quite  alone,  with  his 
earnings  gone,  in  a  futile  efifort  to  re- 
gain his  eyesight.  He  was  given  a  room 
by  a  friendly  family  in  exchange  for  do- 
ing errands  for  them  in  their  neighbor- 
hood, but  his  time  hung  heavily  on  his 
hands  and  his  evenings  were  spent  in 
dreary  retrospection.  Upon  coming  to 
the  Association  he  was  taught  typewrit- 
ing, which  enabled  him  to  be  of  more 
help  to  the  people  with  whom  he  lives, 
and  our  Committee  has  arranged  that 
he  can  have  the  use  of  a  typewriter.  His 
life  seems  now  totally  transformed. 

The  following  letter  came  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee :    "I  am  sorry 


that  Mrs.  K.  and  her  guide  cannot  attend 
a  musical  entertainment  on  the  28th,  as 
her  sister,  who  has  been  her  guide,  is 
now  blind  also."  The  Committee  has 
been  able  to  provide  an  escort  for  both 
Mrs.  K.  and  her  sister,  so  that  they  are 
often  given  an  evening  of  pleasure. 

A  hard-working  man  of  forty  with  a 
consumptive  wife  and  two  children,  one 
of  them  suf¥ering  from  infantile  paraly- 
sis, went  blind  as  a  result  of  a  blow  in 
the  eye.  Before  this  man  came  to  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  he  had  made 
an  effort  to  start  a  small  tea  and  coffee 
business,  but  as  he  had  no  capital  he 
found  it  very  difficult  to  make  both  ends 
meet.  It  was  decided  that  the  best  way 
to  help  him  was  to  make  him  a  loan  of 
$100,  partly  to  provide  adequate  stock 
and  partly  as  a  reserve  fund  to  tide  him 
over  the  first  few  months.  This  experi- 
ment promises  to  work  out  well  and  each 
week  shows  an  increase  in  his  tea  and 
cofifee  enterprise. 

The  personnel  of  the  Committee  re- 
mains the  same,  and  our  only  hope  is 
that  some  day  we  may  have  an  adequate 
fund  placed  at  the  Committee's  disposal 
so  that  we  may  be  able  to  give  needed 
help  without  the  loss  of  time  required  to 
raise  specific  sums  of  money. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)  Raymond  C.  Knox, 

Chairman. 

Columbia  University,  Nov.  1,  1911. 


Letter  from  a  Lighthouse  Guest. 


Whenever  life  becomes  a  little  sordid  and  gray,  I  sweeten  my  soul  by  think- 
ing of  your  beautiful  work,  and  then  the  sun  shines. 

Yours  sincerely, 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  CLUB. 


In  my  report  last  year  I  said,  "A  spirit 
of  mutual  understanding  and  co-opera- 
tion is  the  prevalent  tone,"  and  to  those 
who  have  visited  the  club  meetings  the 
increased  interest,  the  growth  of  sympa- 
thy, and  the  greater  kindliness  in  debate 
must  have  indicated  progress  in  the  same 
direction. 

Eighteen  regular  meetings  were  held; 
besides  these  there  were  the  usual 
Christmas  party  and  the  outing.  For  this 
last  the  same  arrangements  were  made 
as  had  been  so  successful  the  previous 
year.  One  hundred  women  sat  down  to 
dinner  after  an  enjoyable,  if  rather  hot 
time  on  the  beach. 

The  success  of  the  regular  meetings 
was  enhanced  by  the  lectures  provided 
through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Henry  M. 
Leipziger,  Supervisor  of  Lectures  for 
the  Board  of  Education.  The  five  lec- 
tures, viz.,  "Shakespeare's  Julius  Cae- 
sar," "Three  Poets  of  Home  Life,"  "The 
Origin  of  Irish  Music,"  "Life  of  Beet- 
hoven" and  "Othello,"  had  responsive 
audiences  and  elicited  many  questions. 

The  Club  wishing  to  express  its  ap- 
preciation of  the  interest  evinced  by 
President  Taft  in  opening  the  Blind 
Workers'  Exhibition,  and  also  its  admi- 
ration of  his  action  in  reference  to  the 
Peace  Treaty,  the  President  of  the  Club 
was  asked  to  write  a  letter  conveying 
these  sentiments,  and  the  following  re- 
ply, of  which  we  are  very  proud,  was 
received : 

"My  dear  Madam: 

"The  President  has  asked  me  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  letter  dated 


June  8th  and  to  thank  you  for  writing 
it.    The  action  of  the  Blind  Women's 
Club,  of  which  you  are  President,  has 
deeply  touched  the  President,  and  their 
kindly  personal  expressions  have  encour- 
aged him.     Let  me    thank  you,  and 
through  you,  in  the  President's  behalf, 
the  members  of  the  Club  for  its  courtesy. 
"Sincerely  yours, 
"(Signed)  Charles  D.  Hillis, 
"Secretary  to  the  President." 

Following  this,  there  was  written  in 
the  President's  own  hand : 

"I  thank  you  warmly  for  your  kind 
words. 

"(Signed)  William  H.  Taft." 

To  our  friends  of  St.  Bartholomew '.-^ 
Parish  House  we  again  owe  thanks  for 
the  loan  of  the  hall  for  our  annual  con- 
cert. To  our  ever  ready  helper,  Mr.  Syb 
Owens,  to  his  friend,  Mr.  William 
Miles,  and  to  those  associated  with  them, 
we  are  indebted  for  the  entertainment 
which  netted  about  $100  for  our  Mutual 
Aid  Fund.  During  the  year  this  Fund 
not  only  gave  aid  to  many  sick,  but 
through  it  we  were  able  to  send  to  the 
country  sixteen  of  our  members,  just 
double  the  number  provided  for  last 
year. 

With  a  new  course  of  lectures  com- 
mencing and  with  a  search  for  a  plan  by 
which  the  Women's  Club  can  raise 
enough  money  to  purchase  at  least  a 
few  bricks  for  the  new  Lighthouse,  we 
start  the  year  hopeful  of  great  results. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Grace  E.  Keator. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Judging  from  the  favorable  indica- 
tions of  the  past  year,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  Association's  Library  is  a  very 
small  one,  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  holds  an  important  position 
in  the  work  of  the  organization.  It  is 
gratifying  to  state  that,  since  the  publi- 
cation of  the  last  report,  the  number  of 
books  in  the  Library,  owing  to  the  con- 
tributions received  from  various  sources, 
has  been  doubled.  Special  mention 
should  be  made  of  the  generous  gift 
from  the  Overbrook  Institution  for  the 
Blind  in  Pennsylvania. 

A  new  feature  of  the  Library  this  year 


is  its  music  department.  Several  com- 
positions in  the  Braille  notation  have 
been  donated,  and  others  are  to  arrive 
within  a  short  time. 

Donations  of  books  and  music  will  be 
greatly  appreciated ;  and  it  is  hoped  that 
next  year  the  Library  will  be  able  to 
more  adequately  meet  the  increasing  de- 
mands of  its  patrons. 

We  are  very  glad  to  announce  that  the 
Bible  has  recently  been  printed  in  Sci- 
entific Braille,  and  several  copies  have 
been  purchased  by  the  Association. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Anna  Duffy, 

Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BLIND  MEN'S  IMPROVEMENT 

CLUB— SEASON  1910-1911. 

(Written  shortly  before  his  death.) 


During  the  past  year  the  "Blind  Men's 
Improvement  Club  of  New  York"  has 
held  nineteen  regular  meetings,  two  spe- 
cial meetings,  a  concert  and  an  "outing." 

Owing  to  the  kindness  of  our  many 
friends,  who  have  either  addressed  us 
or  provided  music,  and  the  active  part 
that  has,  more  than  ever  before,  been 
taken  by  the  members  themselves,  the 
meetings  have  been  extremely  interest- 
ing and  the  number  attending  them  has 
grown  steadily  until,  on  nearly  every 
occasion,  the  room  has  been  taxed  to  its 
utmost  capacity. 

The  two  special  meetings  were  "smok- 
ers" held  during  the  summer — the  first  to 
hear  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the 
convention  of  the  "American  Association 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind,"  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  and  the  second  to  hear  the  ex- 
periences of  the  Association's  represent- 
ative at  the  "Convention  of  the  Blind," 
held  in  Exeter,  England,  during  the  first 
week  in  July.  The  Club  acknowledges 
the  honor  conferred  upon  it  by  the  se- 
lection of  its  own  President  for  this 
pleasant  task. 

An  innovation  has  been  the  successful 
work  of  the  "Visitation  and  Sick  Com- 
mittee."  The  membership  is  divided  into 


groups  in  a  manner  that  is  indicated  by 
their  names,  viz.,  "Bronx,"  "Harlem," 
"Yorkville,"  "Chelsea,"  etc.,  each  group 
being  in  charge  of  a  chairman.  The  var- 
ious chairmen  are  the  members  of  the 
committee.  For  the  use  of  this  commit- 
tee small  sums  are  appropriated  from 
time  to  time,  as  needed,  to  be  expended 
in  any  way  that  the  committee  may  con- 
sider helpful.  No  report  is  made  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  money  is  used, 
so  that  the  recipients  may  fear  no  em- 
barrassment whether  the  cash  be  used 
for  delicacies  in  time  of  sickness  or  to 
tide  over  a  temporary  small  difficulty. 
This  work  has  done  much  to  bring  about 
good  fellowship  and  to  increase  the  help- 
fulness of  the  organization. 

The  cordial  thanks  of  the  Club  are  due 
to  Mr.  J.  Henry  McKinley,  the  well- 
known  tenor,  and  to  a  number  of  his 
friends,  for  the  concert,  which  netted 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  for 
the  treasury  and  rendered  the  above- 
named  work  possible,  and  which  also  en- 
abled the  Club  to  bear  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  expense  of  its  annual  "outing." 

This  "outing"  was  a  repetition  of  the 
day  at  Midland  Beach,  so  much  enjoyed 
the  year  before.    One  hundred  and  four 
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members  and  guides  joined  in  the  vari- 
ous seashore  delights,  including  a  hearty 
dinner  at  the  hotel. 

Those  of  us  who  have  been  members 
the  longest  most  appreciate  the  benefi- 
cent thought  that  started  the  Club  on  its 
way  and  it  is  also  certain  that  the  later 


comers  recognize  fully  the  instruction, 
the  encouragement  and  the  social  enjoy- 
ment to  be  gained  by  attendance  at  our 
bi-monthly  gatherings. 

Total  number  of  meetings  of  Club, 
108. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  Patrick, 

President. 


THE  BLIND  IN  EGYPT. 

(Written  by  the  United  States  Delegate  to  the  Fourth  International  Congress  for 

the  Blind.) 


The  Fourth  International  Congress 
for  the  Blind  was  held  at  Cairo,  Egypt, 
February  20th  to  25th,  1911.  The  fact 
that  Egypt  has  possibly  twenty  times  as 
many  blind,  in  proportion  to  population, 
as  have  the  Western  countries,  aroused 
the  Khedive  and  his  associates  to  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  to  check 
and  prevent  blindness.  The  meeting 
therefore  was  called  by  the  Khedive  him- 
self, who  personally  contributed  largely 
to  its  expense,  and  this  fact  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  people  of  Egypt,  and 
this  arousing  of  an  interest  in  the  people 
themselves  is  the  main  hope  for  a  solu- 
tion of  the  great  problem. 

There  are  several  things  which  con- 
tribute to  the  great  amount  of  blindness 
in  Egypt,  possibly  the  principal  one  be- 
ing in  a  superstition  of  the  people  that 
if  a  child  is  bathed  before  it  is  two  years 
of  age,  it  will  die.   It  can  readily  be  seen 
how  much  blindness  will  result  from  this 
lack  of  cleanliness.    Again,  the  Moham- 
medan religion  teaches  that  it  is  wrong 
to  unnecessarily  destroy  any  form  of  life, 
and,  therefore,  when  flies  swarm  around 
the  eyes  of  the  children,  the  supersti- 
tious mother  will  let  them  remain  there, 
;     rather  than  strike  them  away,  for  fear 
I     of  killing  one  of  the  flies,  and  in  this  way 
!     a  great  deal  of  disease  is  carried  to  the 
j     eye.    Again,  the  mother  will  often  put 
i     out  one  eye  of  the  male  child  or  cut  off 
one  finger  so  that  it  will  not  have  to  serve 
in  the  army  when  it  becomes  of  age, 
and  still  again  the  hot  suns  and  blowing 
sands  of  the  desert  help  to  increase  blind- 
ness. 


The  Egyptian  Government,  with  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  realizes  that  educating 
the  mothers  is  the  first  step  towards  re- 
lieving this  distressing  situation.  A 
floating  hospital,  under  the  direction  of 
first-class  oculists,  plies  all  the  while 
up  and  down  the  Nile.  The  fertile 
and  habitable  part  of  Egypt  is  a  nar- 
row strip  of  land  lying  on  either  side 
of  the  Nile,  so  that  this  steamer,  by  go- 
ing up  and  anchoring  at  various  places 
along  the  river,  can  come  in  touch  with 
most  of  the  people.  It  remains  for  a 
few  weeks  or  a  few  months,  as  need  be, 
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at  a  certain  place,  and  the  doctors  go 
out  into  the  interior  and  bring  afflicted 
persons  into  the  ship  for  treatment,  and, 
at  the  same  time  educate  the  mothers  on 
what  is  necessary  for  prevention  of 
bHndness. 

In  Egypt,  therefore,  the  great  prob- 
lem is,  prevention  and  cure  rather  than 
trying  to  do  much  for  those  already 
blind.  The  fact  is,  if  they  were  educated, 
as  a  rule  they  would  be  educated  away 
from  their  families,  and  hence  the  meet- 
ing was  devoted  largely  to  this  question 
of  prevention  and  cure,  though  of  course, 
matters  of  general  importance  to  the 
blind  of  the  world  were  discussed,  as 
delegates  were  there  from  every  part  of 
the  world. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that 
the  masses  of  the  people  of  Egypt  are 
more  interested  in  their  individual  blind 
than  they  are  in  this  country,  and  that 
every  blind  man  is  given  the  opportunity 


of  earning  a  livelihood  by  teaching  the 
Koran.  Again,  in  the  Coptic  (Christian) 
churches,  I  was  told  that  all  of  the  music, 
both  instrumental  and  vocal,  was  sup- 
plied by  paid  blind  musicians.  Our 
Christian  churches  in  the  Western  coun- 
tries could  get  a  lesson  from  this. 

In  traveling  through  Egypt,  wherever 
I  met  a  blind  man,  I  would  have  my 
dragoman  speak  to  him  and  ask  him  the 
line  of  work  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
and  he  would  invariably  tell  me  that  he 
was  earning  a  good  living  for  his  wife 
(or  wives)  and  family  by  teaching  the 
Koran. 

With  the  stimulus  given  to  the  work 
by  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  in  Cairo, 
generations  hence  will  certainly  find 
fewer  blind  in  Egypt  than  to-day. 

(Signed)  Walter  G.  Holmes, 
Editor  of  the  Mathilda  Ziegler  Magazine 
for  the  Blind. 
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From  an  Editorial  in  the  Evening  Sun — July   17,  1911. 

"$100,000  is  still  required  to  carry  out  the  brave  project — namely  the  con- 
struction of  an  adequate  trade  school  and  settlement  for  the  blind.  Something 
more  is  wanted  than  the  mere  land  to  build  upon,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
appeal  for  funds  will  not  long  be  ignored. 

"If  the  Lighthouse  were  a  mere  asylum  for  the  unfit  it  would  still  deserve 
the  support  of  the  charitable.  But  it  serves,  in  fact,  a  much  more  useful  func- 
tion, the  object  being  to  teach  the  blind  to  depend  upon  themselves,  to  render 
them  as  fit  as  possible,  as  useful  as  possible,  and  as  independent  as  possible  under 
an  inevitable  disability.  It  means,  in  fact,  giving  them  a  new  conception  of  life, 
enabling  them  to  overcome  their  infirmity  to  such  a  degree  that  they  may  express 
themselves  in  spite  of  it.  Surely  no  enterprise  was  ever  more  deserving  of 
support  and  encouragement." 


GIFTS  FOR 


Adams,  Mrs.  M.  W  $  25.00 

A  Friend    5.00 

Alexander,  Mrs.  S.  S   2.00 

Alexandre,  J.  Henry    10.00 

Alland,  Maurice    2.00 

A  Lover  of  Color    1.00 

Andrews,  Gwynne  M   25.00 

Andrews,  Mrs.  L.  D   5.00 

Anonymous    10.00 

Anonymous    14.00 

Appel,  M   5.00 

Auchincloss,  Gordon    10.00 

Auerbach,  Messrs.  D.  and  Sons   25.00 

Bach,  Mrs.  B.  V   5.00 

Bache,  Mrs.  E   5.00 

Bacher,  George    5.00 

Baer,  Morris  B   25.00 

Baer,  Mrs.  M.  B   5.00 

Bailhache,  Mrs.  Preston  H   2.00 

Baldwin,  D.  M   10.00 

Balfour,  Williamson  &  Co   50.00 

Bamberger,  Mrs.  I.  L   10.00 

Bangs,  Miss  and  Miss  Whitins' 

School    21.00 

Barclay,  Mrs.  James  L   10.00 

Barker,  Mrs.  Fordyce    5.00 

Barnwell,  Morgan  G   5.00 

Barrows,  Miss  Harriet    10.00 

Badouine,  Mrs.  N   5.00 

Beall,  Mrs.  L.  S   5.00 

Beaman,  Mrs.  Charles  C   10.00 

Behr,  Messrs.  Herman  and  Co   5.00 

Belloni,  Mrs.  Louis  J   10.00 

Belloni,  Miss    5.00 

Bclsinger,  Mrs.  H.  P   2.00 

Rendheim,  A.  D   10.00 

Bendit,  S   5.00 

Benjamin,  Mrs.  John    10.00 

Bennett,  Mrs.  F.  S   2.00 

Bernheim,  George  B   15.00 

Rerolzheimer,  Mrs.  B   5.00 

Bertiich,  Messrs.  Frederick  and  Co..  5.00 

Bigelow,  Mrs.  A.   E   10.00 

Biglow,  Mrs.  L.  H   100  00 

Bing,  Mrs.  L   3.00 

Bingham,  Mrs.  George  F   5.00 

Bippart.  A   25.00 

Black,  Mrs.  Robert  C   100.00 

Rlair,  Mrs.  J.  Q   5.00 


^^G  FUND 


Blakeman,  Mrs.  Birdseye    25.00 

Blum,  Miss  Estelle  B   2.00 

Bhiman,  Mrs.  H   1.00 

Blun,  F.  S.  N.    10.00 

Boardman,  Miss  Clarinda    3.00 

Boggs,  Miss  Emma  B   2.00 

Boggs,  Miss  Mary  E   2.00 

Bond,  Mrs.  Alfred  H   10.00 

Bond,  Miss  Marie  A   -3.00 

Bonnet,  C.  J.,  Kobbe  &  Co   2.00 

Bonnett,  Miss  L   5.00 

Bostwick,  Albert  C   50.00 

Bowdoin,  George  S   500.00 

Bowie,  Miss  Genevieve  M   1.00 

Bowman,  Miss  Mary    1.00 

Brennan,  Mrs.  M.  A   10.00 

Brinckerhoflf,  Mrs.  C.  C   1.00 

Brooks,  Mrs.  R   5.00 

Brown,  John    5.00 

Brown,  Mrs.  Samuel  W   10.00 

Brown,  Dr.  William  Adams   10.00 

Brownstone,  J.  C   5.00 

Bruce,  Mrs.  Leslie  C   185.00 

Bruce,  Miss  Sarah  E   5,000.00 

Bulklev,  Edwin  M   25.00 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Edwin  M   25.00 

Bullock,  Mrs.  George    S.OO 

Bunke,  R   10.00 

Bush,   Irving  T   1.00 

Butler,  Miss  Emily  O   S.OO 

Butler,  H.  R   3.00 

Butler,  Mrs.  William  Allen    25.00 

Butterworth,  W.  H   5.00 

Cahn,  Mrs.  L   5.00 

Caiman,  Mrs.  Emil    4.00 

Cammann,  Miss  Susan    10.00 

Cannon,  Mrs.  S.  T   3.00 

Carr,  Miss  Anna  R   1.00 

Carter,  Miss  Marian  F   2.00 

Cartogenn,  A.  S   5.00 

Case,  Mrs.  George  B   10  00 

Castree.  Miss  L   10.00 

Cliapnian,  Mrs.  John  T   30  00 

Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity    2.00 

Church,  Mrs.  C.  B   10.00 

Clark,  Mr.  Frederick  Ambrose  ...   200.00 

Clarkson,  Miss  Catherine  G   25.00 

Clements,  Mrs.  George  H   5.00 

Cleveland,  W.  S   1.00 
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Clowes,  Mrs.  F.  V   5.00 

Clyde,  William  P   1,000.00 

Cohen  &  Bros.,  Messrs.  M   10.00 

Cohen,  William  W   5.00 

Cohn,  Louis    5.00 

Colbron,  Mrs.  W.  T   5.00 

Colgate,  William    500.00 

Collier,  Mrs.  Robert  J   10.00 

Cope,  Mrs.  I.  V   5.00 

Cox,  Mrs.  M   1.00 

Crane,  Jonathan  H   10.00 

Crane,  Mrs.  Jonathan  H   10.00 

Cravath,  Mrs.  Paul  D   25.00 

Cress,  Miss  Cornelia  Greyson   5.00 

Dallman,  A   10.00 

Daly,  Joseph  F.'   2.00 

Deane,  Mrs.  Royal  E   5.00 

Deas,  Mrs.  H.  L   5.00 

DeBoer,  David  H   5.00 

de  Coppet,   Henry   25.00 

Delafield,  John  Ross   10.00 

DeLamar,  Joseph  R   25.00 

Demetre,  Mrs.  A   10.00 

Denny,  Miss  Anna  E   25.00 

Derby,  Roger  Alden   10.00 

Despard,  W.  D   10.00 

Dittman,  Charles    10.00 

Dodge,  A.  Douglas   50.00 

Dodge,  Cleveland  H   1,000.00 

Doob,  Mrs.  Henry   5.00 

Dormitzer,   Henry    10.00 

Douglas,  Mr.  James   100.00 

Duane,  J.  M   25.00 

Dun  &  Co.,  Messrs.  R.  G   25.00 

Duncan,  Mrs.  James  G   20.00 

Dundas,  R.  W   30.00 

Dundas,  Mrs.  R.  W   20.00 

Duval,  St.  John   5.00 

Eaton,  Frederick  H   50.00 

Edelston,  Miss  Leonora  C   5.00 

Edgar,  Mrs.  Herman  Le  Roy   10.00 

Edwards,  Mrs.  James  M   25.00 

Egbert,  Mrs.  J.  C   5.00 

Einstein,   I.  D   10.00 

Eisman,  Max    5.00 

Elwyn,  Rev.  Alfred  Langdon   2.00 

tEly,  Smith    1,000.00 

Erlanger,  Abraham    50.00 

E.  L.  H   3.03 

Ettenson,  A   5.00 

Ewart,  Richard    1,000.00 

Fackler,  David  Parks   25.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Arnold   10.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Myron  S   5.00 

Ferguson,  Mrs.  Henry  A   5.00 

Fertig,  Mrs.  Willis  E   5.00 

Fincke,  Mrs.  B.  C   1.00 

Findlay,  Mrs.  Frances  A   5.00 

Firth,  Mrs.  J   1.00 

Fisher,  Mrs.  L.  A   10.00 

Flannery,  Mrs.  J.  A   5.00 

Flook,  Mrs.  A.  M   5.00 

Flurscheim,  H.  A   5.00 

Fowl,  Julius    3.00 


fDeceased. 


Francke,  Mrs.  Albert   5.00 

Frank,  Mrs.  D.  M   2.00 

Frankenberg,  Aaron    5.00 

Freedman,  Mrs.  F   1.00 

Freund,  Mrs.  E   25.00 

Fruend,  Mrs.  L   2.00 

Frey,  Miss  L.  DeG   1.00 

Frick,  Mrs.  John   5.00 

"Friend"   25,000.00 

Fuld,  Miss  Blanche  N   5.00 

Furness,  Miss  Edith  EUis   1.00 

Furniss,  Miss  S.  R.  C   100.00 

Gabel,  Henry  J   10.00 

Gates,  Miss  Emma  A   3.00 

Gerard,  Victor    15.00 

Gerry,  Robert  L   25.00 

Glazier,  Mrs.  S.  W   10.00 

Gluck,   Madame   Alma   10.00 

Gluck,  David  L   5.00 

Goetz,  Joseph  A   10.00 

"Golden  Cross  Maids"   1.00 

Goldsmith,  Frederick    5.00 

Goldstein,  Hyman    5.00 

Goode,  Miss  Mary  J   5.00 

Goodman,  Messrs.  A.  &  Sons   5.00 

Gordon,  John  W   5.00 

Gould,  Miss  Helen  M   500.00 

Gray,  Albert  Z   5.00 

G   5.00 

Gregory,  Mrs.  Charles   10.00 

Griffin,  Mrs.  William  P   500 

Grugan,  Mrs.  F.  C   10.00 

Guggenheim,  M   10.00 

Guinzberg,  Mrs.  E   3.00 

Hahn,  B   5.00 

Hahn,  Jacob    2.00 

Hall,  Harold  H   25.00 

Hardenburgh,  Mrs.  T.  E   10.00 

Hardy,  Mrs.  Alpheus  S   5.00 

Harkness,  Charles  W   1,000.00 

Harkness,  Edward   S    5,000.00 

Harmon,  Mrs.  Clifford   10.00 

Harrah,  Mrs.  Charles  J   10.00 

Harris,  Mrs.  R.  B   1.00 

narrower,  Mrs.  M.  E   10.00 

Hart,  William   Howard   10.00 

Hay,  Mrs.  John   100.00 

Hayden,  Miss  Mary  L   25.00 

Heide,  Henry    25.00 

Hennessey,  Mrs.  L.  B   1.00 

Henriques,  Mrs.  C.  A   10.00 

Henry,  Mrs.  Howard  H   5.00 

Hepburn,  Mrs.  M.  E.  F   50.00 

Hermann,  Ferdinand    20.00 

Heroy,  Mrs.  W.  W   5.00 

Herrick,  Mrs.  Francis  P   2.00 

Herrman,  Miss  Hannah  J   5.00 

Hertschuch,  Gustav    10.00 

Hess,  Mrs.  Alfred  F   5.00 

Hess,  Mrs.  E.  H   5.00 

Hewitt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Cooper...  50.00 

Hirsch,  Adolph    5.00 

Flolbrook,  Mrs.  Edward   25.00 

Holt,  Dr.  L.  E   lOO.OO 

Holt,  Miss  Winifred   200.00 

Hope,  Mrs.  Walter  E   5.00 
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Horkheimer,  iMr.  Berthold  S   25.00 

Hosmer,  Mrs.  E.  S   60.00 

Howe,  Mrs.  S.  P   5.00 

Hoyt,  Miss  G.  L   10.00 

Huyler.  Mrs.  C.  D   15.00 

Ide,  Mrs.  George  Edward   5.00 

Ikell,  Mrs.  R.,  Jr   15.00 

Irwin,  Henry,  Jr   5.00 

In  Memoriam  (By  Miss  I.  B.)   10.00 

Jackson,  Mrs.  J.  C   5.00 

James,  Mr.  Arthur  Curtiss  25,000.00 

Jesup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   1,000.00 

Jex,  Miss  Emily  D   100.00 

Johnson,  James  W   25.00 

Jolesch,  Mr.  S   5.00 

Jones,  Mrs.  J   5.00 

Joseph,  Mrs.  Laurens   10.00 

Juilliard,  Mrs.  A.  D   100.00 

Julien,  Mr.  B   1.00 

Kaufmann,  Mr.  B   10.00 

Kaufmann,  Mr.  Julius   10.00 

Keans,  Mrs.  R.  R   2.00 

Keith,  Mrs.  C.  C   10.00 

Kellner,   William    5.00 

Kemeys,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S   10.00 

Kemp,  Day,  Messrs.  &  Co   10.00 

Kennedy,  Mrs.  H.  Van  Rensselaer   10.00 

Kennedy,  Mrs.  John  S   6,000.00 

Keppler,  Rudolph    50.00 

Kilborn,  Mrs.  H.  M   10.00 

King,  Mrs.  Edward   20.00 

Knox,  Mrs.  Edward   25.00 

Kohnstarin,  M.  J.  (Trustee)   46.00 

Kursheedt,  Roland    10.00 

Lagrove,  Mrs.  T   20.00 

Laidlaw,  Miss  N   10.00 

Landon,  A.  R.  W   15.00 

Lane,  Miss  Mabelle  F   10.00 

Lask,  L   1.00 

Lauterbach,  Mrs.  Edward   25.00 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  John  Burling   10.00 

Leavitt,  John  Brooks   25.00 

LeBoutillier,  Mrs.  Philip   3.00 

Leech,  Mrs.  J.  E   5.00 

L'Engle,  Miss  Edith   2.00 

Leo,  Edward,  and  Joseph  Kohnstamm  25.00 

Levi,  Louis    5.00 

Levine,  J.  Clarence   10.00 

I-ichtenstein,  Mrs.  R   5.00 

Lichtenstein,  Mrs.  S   10.00 

Liebman,  Mrs.  Adolf   20.00 

Lindsay,  Miss  Agnes   2.(X) 

Linnen,  Mrs.  A.  M   2.00 

Litchfield.  Edward  Hubbard   25.00 

Lockwood,  Mrs.  E.  M   5.00 

Loeb,  James    500.00 

Loewenthal,  Adolph    25  00 

Love.  Mr.  W.  J   1.00 

Ludlam,   Austin    5.00 

Ludlam,  Mrs.  C.  S   1000 

Lueder.  A   5.00 

Lvnn,  Mrs.  John   10.00 

T.vons,   S.   M   100 

M.  P.  G   10.00 

McClellan,  Mrs.  George  B   25.00 

McCrum,  Lloyd  G   10.00 


McCutcheon,  Messrs.  James  &  Co   10.00 

McKim,  John  A   100.00 

March,  V.  A   5.00 

Marie,  Miss  L   5.00 

Mattiage,  Mrs.  C.  H   1.00 

Mautner,  Julius    10.00 

Mayer,  Mrs.  S   10.00 

Mayer,  Mrs.  Sophie   2.00 

Meeker,  Mrs.  M   50.00 

Megrue,  Mrs.  S.  C   2.00 

Merrall,  Miss  Caroline  M   5.00 

Merrill,  Mrs.  Payson   10.00 

Mersereau,   Mrs.  Jacob   10.00 

Meyer,  Dr.  Alfred   5.00 

Meyer,  Edgar  J   10.00 

Miller,  William  C   2.00 

Minford,  Miss  Agnes   5.00 

Mitchell,  William   100.00 

Moffet,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Barclay.  100.00 

Monash,  Dr.  David   10.00 

Moore,  Miss    10.00 

Moore,  W.  1   25.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  J.  P.,  Jr   25.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  Junius  (for  a  friend)..  500.00 

Morgenstern,  Albert   G   5.00 

Morgenthau,  Mrs.  M.  L   5.00 

Morgenthau,  Miss  Louise  H   2.00 

Mulhall,  M.  J   2.00 

Muller,  Paul    5.00 

Murphy,  W.  C   10.00 

Mygatt,  Mrs.  S.  M   10.00 

Nathan,  Mrs.  Frederick   25.00 

Nathan,  Miss  Rosalie   10.00 

Nelson,  Miss  V   3.00 

Neustadt,  Mrs.  S   250.00 

Nichols,  Mrs.  Acosta   50.00 

Nicholas,  Miss  Mabel  W   1.00 

Niebrugge,  Miss  Annie   2.00 

Niebrugge,  Miss  Mary   1.00 

Niebrugge,  Mrs.  J.  B   2.00 

Oettinger,  N.   B   5.00 

Opdycke,  Mrs.  Emerson   10.00 

Opdycke,  Mrs.  L.  E   50.00 

Opper,   F   1.00 

Orr,  Alexander  E   100.00 

Page,  Miss  Marie  K   5.00 

Parker  &  Graflf   5.00 

Pelton  Water  Wheel  Co   5.00 

Perkins,  Miss  Dorothy   10.(X) 

Perkins,  Mrs.  George  W   100.00 

Peters,  Miss  Alice  R   5.00 

Petrie,  Miss  M.  C   5.00 

Phillips,  Mrs.  N.  S   10.00 

Phipps,  Henry   5,000.00 

Pilgrim,  Miss  A   5.00 

Planten,  J.  R   10.00 

Pollak,  Gustav    5.00 

Popper,  Mrs.  Edward   5.00 

Porter,  Mrs.  Clarence   25.00 

Potoskv.  Mrs.  H.  J  50 

Potts.  Thomas    100.00 

Powell,  Miss  R.  H   5.00 

Proctor,  Mrs.  C.  E   5.00 

Proudfit,  Mrs.  Alexander   5.0) 

Pulitzer,  Miss  C.  H   10.00 

Raisler   Heating  Co   5.00 
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Randolph,  Mrs.  F.  F   10.00 

Randolph,  Miss  May  F   5.00 

Reed,  Miss  Elizabeth   lO.OO 

Reid,  Calvin    5.00 

Remensnyder,  Rev.  Dr.  Junius  B   5.00 

Requa,  Mrs.  C.  A   10.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Nina   100.00 

Richard,  Miss  Elvinc   50.00 

Richardson,  S.  W   10.00 

Rionda,  Mrs.  Manuel   25.00 

Robert,  Miss  Mary  E   5.00 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Thomas  D   50.00 

Rodgers,  Miss  H.  T   50.00 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William  Beverly   5.00 

Roman,  Charles  H   10.00 

Roman,  George  E   2.00 

Roome,  Rev.  Claudius  M   5.00 

Roosevelt,  Mrs.  James  W   50.00 

Roosevelt,  W.  Emlen   25.00 

Root,  Mrs.  C.  T   5.00 

Rosenbaum,  Selig    100.00 

Sachs,  Paul  J   10.00 

Sachs,  Mrs.  Samuel   25.00 

Salsbury,  Mrs.  N   2.00 

Saltonstall,  Mrs.  F.  G   5.00 

Satterlee.  Mrs.  Richard  S   2.00 

Scarborough,  Mrs.  Charles  R   5.00 

Schauffler,  Mrs.  A.  F   1,000.00 

Scheftel,  Mrs.  Adolph   5.00 

Schiff,  Isaac    lOOO 

Schiffer,  Mrs.  W.  A   10.00 

Schlaet,  Mrs.  A.  V   10.00 

Schwarzenbach,  Robert  J.  F   100.00 

Schweitering,    Miss    Kate    M.,  and 

Friend    30.00 

Scott,  Mrs.  Winfield   5.00 

Scoville,  Miss  Grace   100.00 

Scoville,  Miss  Lois  Church   50.00 

Seaman,  Dr.  Louis  Livingston   5.00 

Shannon,  Mrs.  J.  P   2.00 

Sherman,  Mrs.  Charles  E   25.00 

Sherman,  P.  T   10.00 

Shoninger,  Mr.  Charles   5.00 

Shrady,  Mrs.  M.  L   5.00 

Sicher,  D.  E   10.00 

Slocum,  Colonel  J.  J   50.00 

Small,  Mrs.  1   5.00 

Smidt,  Mrs.  G.  L   10.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  A.  Alexander   5.00 

Smith,  Miss  Harriet   5.00 

Smyth,  Miss  Agnes  M   5.00 

Speyer,  Daniel    1000 

Stein,  Mrs.  Abram  N   5.00 

Steinhardt,  Henry    10.00 

Stcrnau,  Messrs.  S.  &  Co   5.00 

Stettheimer,  Mrs.  R  .W   2.00 

Stokes,  Miss  Olivia  P   545.00 

Strong.  Mrs.  J.  R   25  00 

Sti.r<?es,  Miss  S.  T   5  00 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  E.  S..._   3.00 

Sullivan,  Miss  M.  Louise   10.00 

Suvdam.  Miss  Lisa  C   5  00 

Swetland.  Mrs.  H.  M   5  00 

Swift,  Dr.  Edward  P   2.00 

Switzer,  Mrs.  J.  G   5  00 


Tanenbaum,  1   5.00 

Terry,  Mansfield    S.OD 

Thacher,  Mrs.  Thomas  D   15.00 

Thompson,  W.  Prall   5.00 

Thomall,  Mrs.  E.  V   5.00 

Thorne,  Jonathan    1,000.00 

Timpson,  Mrs.  James    10.00 

Toch  Brothers    5.00 

Todd,  Mrs.  T.  Gilliss   10.00 

Tracy,  Mrs.  C.  E   10.00 

Tremenheere,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry...  25.00 

Trenholm,  Miss  M.  de  G   1.00 

Troescher,  A.  F   100.00 

Trotter,  Theodore  V.  A   5.00 

Turnbull,  Miss  Margaret   3.00 

Turner,  Mr   1.00 

Tweed,  Miss  Helen   5.00 

Untermeyer,  Charles   5.00 

Unz  &  Company   5.00 

Van  Cott,  Miss  Mary  C   10.00 

Van  Wyck,  Mrs.  K.  V.  S   10.00 

Vaughan,  Mrs.  William  Wright   5.00 

Verdi,  Madame  Ciro  de  Suzzara   10.00 

Volkenberg,  Dr.  Albert   5.00 

Von  Arnim,  Mrs.  Otto  F   25.00 

Von  Heygendorflf,  C.  A   5.00 

Walter,  Dr.  Josephine   5.00 

Walter,  Moritz    10.00 

Wanamaker,  John    5.00 

Warburg,  Mr.  Felix  M   2,500.00 

Warburg,  Mr.  Paul  M   1,000.00 

Ward,  Mrs.  Charles  H   10.00 

Wardwell,  Allen   10.00 

Warren,  Miss  M.  Louise   10.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  E.  T   10.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  James  S   50.00 

Watts,  Mrs.  Martin  S   2.00 

Webb,  Mrs   1.00 

Weber,  H.  J   50.00 

Weed,  Mrs.  G.  E   5.00 

Weil,  Mrs.  Leopold   2.00 

Weiler,  Mrs.  Merrill   5.00 

Welsh.  Miss  Mabel  E   2.00 

Werbelovsky,  J.  H   10.00 

Westermann,  Miss  L.  A   25.00 

Wheelock,  Mrs.  A.  T   10.00 

White,  J.  G   500.00 

Whitlock,  Miss  M.  G   3.00 

Whitman,  Mr.  Nathaniel   1,000.00 

Whitman,  Mrs.  William,  Jr   10.00 

Whitney,  Miss  Dorothy   1,000.00 

Wickes,  Mrs.  Henry  P   5.00 

Wilbur,  Miss  Z.  P   3.00 

Wilcox,  R.  E   5.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  Edward  P   25.00 

Willis,  Miss  Elizabeth   2.00 

Wills,  Miss  Florence  D   1.00 

Wilson,  Mrs.  H.  S   500.00 

Wolf,  Arthur  D   2.00 

Wolfe,  S.  H   1000 

Wolff,  Mrs.  Alfred  R   10.00 

Wolff,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Woodbury,  Mrs.  Charles  H   20.00 

Zimmerman,  Mrs.  J.  E   25.00 

Zucker.  S   25.00 
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CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Abbott,  Dr.  Lyman   $10.00 

Abbott,  Mrs.  T.  J   10.00 

Agnew,  Andrew  G   10.00 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  James  Herman   10.00 

Alexandre,  J.   Henry   10.00 

Altschul,  Mrs.  C   25.00 

Amend,  Bernard  G   10.00 

A.  M.  N   20.00 

Anonymous    11.70 

Anonymous    48.94 

Anonymous    6.25 

Anonymous    2.00 

Anonymous    3.00 

Anonymous    100.00 

Anonymoiis    25.00 

Ansbacher,  A.  B   10.00 

Archbold,  Mrs.  John  D   50.00 

Archdeaconry  Committee  of  Calvary 

Church    15.00 

Arkush,  Reuben    25.00 

Atterbury,  M.  S   5.00 

At  water.  Miss  Maria  A   10.00 

Auchincloss,  Mrs.  E.  S   10.00 

Auchincloss,  Mrs.  John  W   10.00 

Auerbach,  Joseph  S   50.00 

Auerbach,  Mrs.  Joseph  S   20.00 

Avirett,  Mrs.  L   1.00 

Barber  &  Co   10.00 

Barclay,  Mrs.  James  L   25.00 

Bard,  Albert  S   10.00 

Barker,  Mrs.  Fordyce   5.00 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Joseph   10.00 

Barnes,  H.  B.,  Jr   25.00 

Barnett,  Mrs.  Frances  C   5.00 

Barrick,  Mrs.  R.  L   5.00 

Batjer  &  Co   25.00 

Batjer,  Mrs.  Henrv   10.00 

Beer,  Mrs.  Julius   10.00 

Bell,  Gordon  Knox   10.00 

Beller,  Abraham    10.00 

Belmont,  Mrs.  August   10.00 

Bement,  Miss  Harriet   1000 

Benedict,  Mrs.  Lemuel  C   25.00 

Benjamin,  M.  W   10.00 

Berger,  George  A   1.00 

Bernheimer,  Miss  Blanche  A   10.00 

Bernheimer,   Mrs.   Sidney  (specific 

donation)    10.00 

Bernheimer,  Sidney,  &  Co   50.00 

Bernstein,   Mrs.   Milton   10.00 

Berwind,  Mrs.  Edward  J   10.00 

Bierman,  Mrs.  T   5.00 

Billings,  Miss  Elizabeth   10.00 

Billings,  Miss  Elizabeth  (specific  dona- 
tion)   25.00 

Billings,  Mrs.  Frederick   10.00 

Bingham,  Mrs.  E   500 

Bingham,  Mrs.  George  F   5.00 

Blair  &  Co   25.00 

Bl.Tuvelt.  Miss  Anna  Hutton   5.00 

Bliss,  Miss  L.  P   20.00 

Bliss,  William  H   50.00 

Bloomingdale.  Mrs.  J.  B   10.00 

Bhimenthal,  Benjamin   25.00 


Boardman,  Miss  R.  C   5.00 

Bodman,  Edward  C   25.(X) 

Bogert,  Walter  Lawrence    5.00 

Boggs,  Miss  Mary  E   2.Q0 

Bowdoin,  Mrs.  George  S   10.00 

Brandies,  Mrs.  E.  D....   5.00 

Brewster,  Mrs.  Benjamin   25.00 

Bridgman,  Joan,  bank  account  of   5.00 

Brown,  Miss  Augusta  W   2.00 

Bryce,  Miss  Cornelia  Lloyd   25.00 

Bryce.  Miss  Edith   10.00 

Bryce,  Mrs.  Lloyd  Stevens...   100.00 

Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T   75.00 

Buchsbaum,  Aaron   10.00 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Edwin  M   25.00 

Bulkley,  Dr.  L.  Duncan   10.00 

Bunce,  James  H   10.00 

Butler,  Charles  S   10.00 

Butler,  F.  0   5.00 

Butler,  Miss  Helen  C   10.00 

Cahn,  James  N   10.00 

Caiman,  Mrs.  Emil   10.00 

Caiman,  Henry  L....;   25.00 

Campbell,  Trueman  W..   10.00 

Carey,   Samuel   10.00 

Carmichel,  Mr.  (specific  donation)  . . .  5.00 

Carnegie,  Mrs.  Andrew   100.00 

Carpenter,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  M.  (spe- 
cific donation)   5.00 

Carpenter,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  M   4.00 

Carpenter,  Mrs.  Miles  B   100.00 

Carter,  Samuel  T   10.00 

Chambers,  Miss  Catherine   25.00 

Chapman,  John  Jay   5.00 

Chapman,  Mrs.  John  Jay   10.00 

Cheney,  Mrs.  Frank  W   10.00 

Cheney,  Mrs.  Knight  Dexter   10.00 

Church    of   the    Covenant  (Sunday 

school)    20.00 

Churchill,   Misses   5.00 

Clark,  Mrs.  C.  M.  (specific  donation)  10.00 

Clark,  Miss  Ella  Mabel   10.00 

Clark,  Miss  Ella  Mabel  (specific  dona- 
tion)   5.00 

Clark,  Frederick  Ambrose   100.00 

Clark,  Rev.  John  L   10.00 

Clemens,  Miss  Ida   3.00 

Clyde,  Mrs.  WiUiam  P   10.00 

Coe,  Mrs.  W.  R   50.00 

Coffin,  Edmund  R   10.00 

Cohen,  Miss  Etta   1.00 

Cole,  Mrs.  Rufus   25.00 

Col  felt,  Mrs.  R.  McM   100.00 

Colgate,  William   100.00 

Collord,  George  W   25.00 

Cornell,  P.  John   1.00 

Corner,  Mrs.  R.  C   10.00 

Corning,  Mrs.  Arthur  W   5.00 

Coudert,  Mrs.  Frederick  R   5.00 

Coxe,  Mrs.  Davies   100.00 

Crane,  Mrs.  Jonathan  H   10.00 

Crittenden,  Mrs.  Walter   1.00 

Crocker,  W.  T   10.00 

Cromwell,  Mr.  Frederic   25.00 
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Currey,  Mrs.  J.  B   5.00 

Curtis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  J   10.00 

Curtis,  Mrs.  h\  Kingsbury   10.00 

Cutting,  R.  tulton   100.00 

Damrosch,  Mrs.  Walter   10.00 

Davidson,  Mrs.  M   10.00 

Day,  Mrs.  Henry  M   10.00 

Day,  Miss  Laura   10.00 

Dean,   Miss   Dorothy   10.00 

Dearborn,  David  B   5.00 

de  Coppet,  Henry   10.00 

Delatield,  Mrs.  John  Ross   10.00 

Denny,  Miss  Anna  E   25.00 

Denny,  Miss  A.  L   ^5.00 

de  Weirzbicki,  Count  Vincent   ZO.OO 

Dey,  Anthony   20.00 

Dinsmore,  George  W   5.00 

Ditson,  Mrs.  C.  H   10.00 

Dodge,  A.  Douglas   100.00 

Dodge,  Cleveland  H   50.00 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Cleveland  H   100.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Elizabeth  W   25.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Grace   25.00 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Murray  W   5.00 

Dommerich,  L.  F.,  &  Co   10.00 

Donaldson,  Mrs.  H.  H   3.00 

Dormitzer,  Henry    15.00 

Douglas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James   25.00 

D.  P.  E   10.00 

Draper,  Mrs.  Henry   10.00 

Du  Bois,  Mrs.  Arthur   25.00 

Duer,  Mrs.  John  Beverley   25.00 

Duncan,  Mrs.  James  G   25.00 

Dunham,  Mrs.  Carroll   10.00 

Dunn,  Gano   10.00 

Duryee,  Miss  Amy   5.00 

Dwight,  John  E   10.00 

Dwight,   Stanley   10.00 

Earle,  J.  Walter   10.00 

Eaton,  Frederick  H   10.00 

Edgar,  Mrs.  Howard   1.00 

Edison,  Thomas  A   10.00 

Edwards,  Miss  Marion   10.00 

Eggena,  Gustav  (specific  donation) . . .  5.00 

Ehrenberg,   Mrs   1.00 

Eiseman,  Mrs.  S   5.00 

Elkin,   Samuel   2.00 

Elsberg,  Mrs.  R   10.00 

Eisner,  Mrs.  S.  L   5.00 

Elwyn,  Rev.  Alfred  L   3.00 

Emmett,  Miss  Lydia  Field   10.00 

Emmons,  Arthur  B   25.00 

Emmons,  Mrs.  Arthur  B   25.00 

Engel.  Max   10.00 

Erbsloh,  Mrs.  Rudolph  A   5.00 

Erdman,  Mrs.  John  F   10.00 

Ernst,  Mrs.  A.  (specific  donation)  . . .  2.00 

Ewart,  Richard   100.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Arnold   10.00 

Field,  Mrs.  William  B.  Osgood   5.00 

Finch,  Edward  Ridley   lO.OO 

Findlay,  Mrs.  F.  A   5.00 

FitzSimon,  Mrs.  William   25.00 

Fleming,  C.  H   5.00 

Flexner,  Mrs.  S   5.00 

Floersheimer,    Samuel   5.00 


Floyd,  Mr.  William   10.00 

Floyd-Jones,  Mrs.  G.  Stanton   5.00 

P'ongart,  Miss  A.  A   S.OO 

Forbes,  Mrs.  J.  M   10.00 

Fraenkel,  Mrs.  K   10,00 

Friend    2.00 

Fowler,  Miss  Emily  Anderson   5.00 

Frank,  Mrs.  E.  L   S.OO 

Frankenberg,  Mrs.  A.  B   25.00 

Frothingham,  John  W   25.00 

Fuller,  Miss  Emma  L   5.00 

Gardner,  Herman   5.00 

Gardner,  Miss  Marion  (specific  dona- 
tion)   1.25 

.Geer,  Mrs.  Walter   50.00 

Gerard,  Victor   15.00 

Gerry,  Mrs.  Eldridge  T   100.00 

Gimbel,  Mrs.  Isaac   10.00 

Glass,  Henry,  &  Co   10.00 

Glatz,  Charles    10.00 

Gluck,  David  L   10.00 

Goetchius,  Mrs.  J.  Milton   5.00 

Goldberg,  Mrs.  R   3.00 

Goldberg,  Mrs.  (Specific  donation)...  30.00 

Goldman,  Mrs.  Henry    10.00 

Goldschmidt,  Julius    25.00 

"Good  Friend"    25.00 

Goodwin,  Mrs.  James  J   25.00 

Gordon,  Mrs.  Francis    5.00 

Gordon,  Miss  Theodora    10.00 

Gordon,  Miss  Louise    10.00 

Gray,  Neil,  Jr   S.OO 

Griswold,  Mrs.  Chester    10.00 

Guapa,  A.  H   10.00 

Hahn,  Alfred    S.OO 

Hahn,  Jacob    200 

Hall,  Harold  H   10.00 

Halsted,  E.  Bayard    10.00 

Hamilton,  Miss  F.  H   5.00 

Hard,  Mrs.  Anson  Wales   5.00 

Harding,  J.  Horace    100.00 

Harkness,  C.  W   100.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Charles  W   100.00 

Harkness,  Edward  S   100.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Edward  S   100.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Stephen  V   SO.OO 

Harper,  Mrs.  Joseph  W   10.00 

Harris,  Victor    10.00 

Hart,  William  Howard    10.00 

Hasslacher,  Jacob    10.00 

Hay,  Mrs.  John    10.00 

Hayden,  Henry  W   25.00 

Hayden,  Miss  Mary  L   IS.OO 

Headley,  Miss  L.  C   S.OO 

Hecksher,  Mrs.  August    10.00 

Henderson,  Mrs.  E.  C   5.00 

Hendricks,  Mrs.  Charles    10.00 

Henry,  Mrs.  Howard  H   S.OO 

Henschel,  Mrs.  Emil   (Specific  dona- 
tion)   2.00 

Hermann,  Ferdinand    10.00 

Herrick,  Miss  Caroline  K   5.00 

Herzog,  Oscar  M   10.00 

Hess.  Selmar    1000 

Hewitt,  Miss  Eleanor  G   10.00 

Hewitt,  Mrs.  Edward  S   S.OO 
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Hicks,  Dr.  Lawrence  J   5.00 

Hirsch,  Leon  (Specific  donation)   15.00 

Hirsch,  Nathan  (Specific)    15.00 

Hirst,  Miss  Gertrude    2.00 

Hitch,  Mrs.  Frederick  Delano   100.00 

Hoe,  Mrs.  Richard  Marsh    25.00 

Hoe,  Mrs.  Robert    10.00 

Hoffman,  Mrs.  E.  A   10.00 

Hoffman,  Samuel  V   25.00 

Holm,  Dr.  Gudrum   (Specific  dona- 
tion)   76.76 

Holmes.  E.  T   10.00 

Holt,   Charles    5.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  L.  Emmett   10.00 

Hopkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A.  H...  10.00 
Hosmer,  Mrs.  E.  S.   (Specific  dona- 
tion)   60.00 

Houghton,  Mrs.  Walter  Edwards   10.00 

Houghton,  Miss  Nancy   1.00 

Houghton,  Master  Walter    1.00 

Howell,  Rev.  John  Alleyne  (Specific 

donation)    S.OO 

Hubbard,  Miss  Anna  W   50.00 

Huhn.  Jacob    2.00 

Hyde,  Mrs.  Clarence  M   25.00 

Ikle,  Charles  F   10.00 

"In  His  Name"    5.00 

Jackson,  Miss  Laura   -50 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Willis   250.00 

James,  Mrs.  Walter  B   10.00 

Jesup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   10.00 

Jewett,  George  L   10.00 

Jewett,  Mrs.  George  L   10.00 

Johnson,  Mrs.  F.  Coit    5.00 

Johnson,  Gilbert  H   50.00 

Johnson,  Isaac  B   100.00 

Johnson,  Miss  Mary  Truxton    10.00 

Johnston,  Mrs.  F   10.00 

Jones,  Miss  Anna  Maxwell    10.00 

Kahn,  Mrs.  F.  N   5.00 

Kaufman,  Mrs.  E.  S   5.00 

Kaufmann,  Mrs.  Henry  (Specific  do- 
nation)   25.00 

Kaye,  Mrs.  Charles    50.00 

Keep,  C.  H   10.00 

Kellogg,  Miss  Emma    5.00 

Kelsey,  Clarence  H   15.00 

Kelsey,  Miss  Rosalie  H   2.00 

Kennedy,  Mrs.  John  Stewart    25.00 

Kidder,  Edward  H   10.00 

Kimball,  Horatio  G   50.00 

King,  Mrs.  Edward  J.  (Specific  dona- 
tion)   4.25 

Kingsland,  Mrs.  Ambrose  L   10.00 

Kingsland,  Mrs.  William  M   25.00 

Knauth,  Mrs.  Percival    10.00 

Kneeland,  Miss  Frances    2.00 

Knoepke,  August    5.00 

Knoepke,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Koch,  Miss  H.  B   3.00 

Kohlman,  Charles    10.00 

Kohlman,  Henry  C   10.00 

Kohn,  Mrs.  H.  R   5.00 

Lambert,  Gerard  B   10.00 

Langdon,  Woodbury  G   10.00 

Langeloth,  J   10.00 


Lantz,  Jesse    10.00 

Lapham,  Miss  Emma  J   2.00 

Lathers,  Miss  Agnes    10.00 

Lawrence,  Miss  C.  T   10.00 

Lawrence,  John  Burling    15.00 

Levy,  Ephraim  B.  (Specific  donations 

of  which  $50  was  given  in  1910)  170.00 

Levy,  Robert  T   10.00 

Lewisohn,  Miss  Irene    10.00 

Lewisohn,  Mrs.  Adolph   10.00 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  Lowell    5.00 

Lippman,  George  (In  memory  of  Hen- 
rietta Lippmann)    10.00 

Littlejohn,  Mrs.  L  T   2.00 

Lloyd,  Herbert  M   5.00 

Lloyd,  Mrs.  J.  C   3.85 

Loewenthal,  Jacob   5.00 

Loines,  Mrs.  Stephen   25.00 

Lord,  Mrs.  George  de  Forest   50.00 

Lorentzen,  Mrs.  C.  C   10.00 

Loth,  M   10.00 

Louis,  Mrs.  Charles  H   10.00 

Louis,  Harry  J   10.00 

Louis,  Dr.  Isaac,  (Specific  donation)..  10.00 

Louis,  Mr.  J.,  (Specific  donation)   10.00 

Louis,  Miss  J.  B   5.00 

Louis,  Leopold    10.00 

Lowenthal,  Mrs.  David  H   5.00 

Lusk,  Mrs.  Graham   10.00 

Lyon,  Miss  Louise  A   5.00 

McEIree,  Mrs.  S.  E   S.OO 

McLane,  Mrs.  James  W   5.00 

McLean,  Miss  Helen   10.00 

McLean,  Mrs.  James   25.00 

MacMartin,  Malcolm    10.00 

Macy,  Mrs.  V.  Everit   10.00 

Marsh,  E.  W   S.OO 

Martin,  W.  M   25.00 

Matheson,  Mrs.  William  J   lOOO 

Meeker,  Mrs.  M.  E   35.00 

Meigs,  Mrs.  Titus  B   10.00 

Meinhard,  Mrs.  M.  H   5.00 

Merriam,  Miss  Annie  L   5.00 

Meyer,  Mrs.  1   10.00 

Meyers,  Edwin  L   5.00 

Migel,  M.  C   50.00 

Milligan,  Mrs.  Robert   100.00 

Mills,  David  B   100.00 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  Alfred   50.00 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  John  Murray   10.00 

Mitchell,  William   10.00 

Moffet,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Barclay.  50.00 

Mohr,  Edward  H   1.00 

Montant,  Alphonse    10.00 

Moore,  Mrs.  D.  Sacket   5.00 

Moore,  Miss  Faith   25.00 

Moran,  Miss  Nina  A   5.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Anne   25.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  John  B   25.00 

Morrison,  Edward  A   10.00 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Edward  A   10.00 

Morton,  Mrs.  Levi  P   25.00 

Moses,  Mrs.  James   5.00 

Muller,  Paul    5.00 

Muller  Schall  &  Co   10.00 

Mygatt,  Mrs.  S.  M   10.00 
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Nathan,  Miss  Rosalie   10.00 

Naumburg,  Charles    50.00 

Neeser,  John  G   10.00 

Nelson,  Miss  V   10.00 

Neustadt,  Mrs.  S   10.00 

Newman,  Miss  Blanche  T   6.00 

Nicoll,  Mrs.  Benjamin   10.00 

Niebrugge,  Miss  Annie   10.00 

Niebrugge,  Mrs.  J.  B   2.00 

Niebrugge,  Miss  Mary   4.00 

Ogden,  Robert  C   10.00 

Olyphant,  F.  Murray   10.00 

Olyphant,  Robert  Morrison   25.00 

Opdycke,  Mrs.  Emerson   10.00 

Orr,  Alexander  E   25.00 

Otis,  Mrs.  George  L   10.00 

Palmer,  Mrs.  J.  E   1.00 

Parkin,  The  Misses   10.00 

Parks,  Rev.  Leighton   25.00 

Parsons,  John  E   25.00 

Parsons,  William  Barclay   10.00 

Partridge,  Dr.  Edward  L   5.00 

Patterson,  Rufus  L   10.00 

Pearson,  Mrs.  Frederick   10.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   100.00 

Pedersen,  Dr.  James   3.00 

Pell,  S.  H.  P.,  (Specific  donation)....  25.00 

Penfold,  Edmund    10.00 

Penfold,  Miss  Josephine   50.00 

Perkins,  Mrs.  George  H   25.00 

Peter  Brewing  Company   40.00 

Peters,  Miss  Nanna  H   10.00 

Phelps,  Mrs.  von  R   25.00 

Phipps,  Henry    500.00 

Phipps,  Miss  S.  M   5.00 

Pilgrim,  Dr.  Charles  W   10.00 

Plant,  Miss  Blanche  E   10.00 

Pomroy,  Mrs.  H.  K   25.00 

Porter,  Mrs.  Clarence   5.00 

Porter,  Mrs.  H.  Hobart   10.00 

Price,  Mrs.  J.  M   2.00 

Proceeds  of  Children's  Fair,  Larch- 

mont    52.25 

Proctor,  Mrs.  William  Ross   125.00 

Pulitzer,  Miss  Edith   20.00 

(Specific  donation)    17.00 

Pulitzer,  Mrs.  Joseph   20.00 

Pulsifer,  Mrs.  N.  T   5.00 

Pumpelly,  Raphael    10.00 

Rae,  Mrs.  James   25.00 

(Specific  donation)    47.00 

Randolph,  Miss  May  F   20.00 

Rankin,  Dr.  Egbert  G   2.00 

Rauch,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Read,  William  A   100.00 

Redmond,  Miss  Emily   10.00 

Reed,  Miss  Elizabeth  E   5.00 

Reeve,  Mrs.  F.  C   4.00 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  James  B   10.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Nina   50.00 

(Specific  donation)    45.00 

Richard,  Miss  Elvine   25.00 

Richards,  Mrs.  Eben   5.00 

Richards,  Mrs.  W.  R   5.00 

Riker,  Samuel    10.00 

Riker,  Mrs.  William  J   10.00 

Robbins,  Miss  Harriet  L   5.00 


Robinson,  Miss  Mary  P   2.00 

Roe,  Mrs.  Charles  Francis  (Specific 

donation)    5.00 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William  Beverley   5.00 

Roman,  Charles  H   10.00 

Rose,  Miss  Jeannie   3.10 

Rosenbaum,  Mrs.  F.  L   5.00 

Rosenberg,  Milborn  G   5.00 

Rosenfeld,  Mrs.  Isaac   10.00 

Rossiter,  Mrs.  E.  K   10.00 

Rothschild,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Rowland,  Amory  E   1.00 

Sachs,  Edward    2.00 

Sahler,  Mrs.  D.  Du  Bois   10.00 

Salke,  Julius    3.00 

Salomon,  Charles    5.00 

Sanford,  Edward  T   5.00 

Sargent,  Miss  G.  W   10.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  G.  B   10.00 

Sawyer,  Mrs.  A.  H   50.00 

Scandlin,  W.  I.,  (specific  donation) . . .  10.00 

Scarborough,  Mrs.  Charles  R   5.00 

Schafer,  Mrs.  Simon   25.00 

Schauffler,  Mrs.  A.  F   25.00 

Scheffer,  Mrs.  Carl   10.00 

Schiff,  Mortimer    25.00 

Schiffer,  Miss  May  E   10.00 

Schmidt,  Miss  Florence  D   10.00 

Schnabel,  Miss  Laura   5.00 

Schniewind,  Henrich,  Jr   25.00 

Scholle,  Howard  A   10.00 

Schurz,  Miss  Agatha   10.00 

Schurz,  Miss  Marianne   10.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Georgiana   5.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Louise  L   10.00 

Schweitering,  Miss  Kate   10.00 

Scott,  Miss  Louise  B   10.00 

Scott,  Mrs.  Winfield   10.00 

Seaman,  Dr.  Louis  L   10.00 

Sedgwick,  Mrs.  Henry  Dwight   10.00 

Seligman,  Alfred  L   100.0 

Seligman,  Isaac  Newton   10.00 

Semage,  Mrs   LOO 

Semmel,  Herman   .  2.00 

Severance,  C.  A   25.00 

Sexton,  Lawrence  E   10.00 

Shainwald,  Mrs.  Ralph  L   25.00 

Shepard,  Miss  Dorothy  B.,  (Specific 

donation)    5.00 

Shepard,  Miss  Mary  N.  (Specific  do- 
nation)   7.50 

Shepperson,  Miss  May   LOO 

Shumard,  Miss  A.  F   LOO 

Sibley,  Mrs.  Hiram  W   25.00 

Simmons,  Charles  H   25.00 

Simon  E   3.00 

Singer,  Mrs.  Mortimer,  M   5.00 

Smith,  Adelbert  H   10.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  Cornelius  Bishop   5.00 

Smith,  Miss  Edith  H   50.00 

Smith,  Miss  ^:thel  D   5.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  George  W   5.00 

Smith,  Miss  Harriet  C   5.00 

Smith,  Miss  Lillian    5.00 

Smith,  Ormond  G   10.00 

Smith,  William  Alexander   10.00 
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Sondheim,  Mrs.  L.  H   5.00 

Sorenson,  J.  E   10.00 

Spadone,  Miss  Margaret   10.00 

Speyer,  Mrs.  James   10.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Annie  C   10.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Sarah  D   10.00 

Spindarn,  Mrs.  J.  E   10.00 

St.  Paul's  Chapel,  (Business  Women's 

Club)    25.00 

Stafford,  Mrs.  William  F   5.00 

Standish,  Mrs.  Myles   10.00 

Steinberg,  Morris  A   5.00 

Stern,  Benjamin    25.00 

Stern,  Meyer   10.00 

Stetson,  Mrs.  Francis  Lynda   100.00 

Stevens,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Stiefel,  Mrs.  H   S.OO 

Stillman,  Charles    100.00 

Stimson,  Dr.  L.  A   25.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  Anson  Phelps   25.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  I.  N.  Phelps   10.00 

Stout,  Mrs.  C.  H   2.00 

Straus,  Isador   10.00 

Strauss,  Charles    10.00 

Strauss,  Frederick   10.00 

Strickland,  Miss  J.  E   2.00 

Strong,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Sturmdorf,  Mrs.  R   10.00 

Sullivan,  Arthur  T   50.00 

Sutherland,  James    21.00 

Switzer,  Mrs.  J.  G   10.00 

Talmadge,  Miss  Lucy  W   10.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Earl  W   50.00 

Thalmann,  Mrs.  Ernest   10.00 

Thian,  P.  E   10.00 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Ludlow   5.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Frederick  F   100.00 

Thompson,  W.  Prall   5.00 

Thorne,  Jonathan    25.00 

Thorne,  Samuel    100.00 

Tiffanv  &  Co   50.00 

Tillinghast,  Mrs.  William  H   5.00 

Timpson,  Mrs.  James   10.00 

Titus,  Miss  Mary  G   1.00 

•  Tod,  Mrs.  J.  Kennedy   30.00 

Townsend,  George    5.00 

Townsend,  Miss  Virginia   5.00 

Trenchard,  Edward   10.00 

Trotter,  Theodore  V.  A   3.00 

Trow,  Miss  Frederica  W   2.00 

Trowbridge,  James  A   10.00 

Tucker,.  Allen    10.00 

Tuckerman,  Alfred    25.00 

Turner,  Mrs.  Herbert  Beach   5.00 

Turnure,  Mrs.  David  M   25.00 

Tweedv,  Miss  Florence   2.00 

Ulmani  Mrs.  Morrison   3.00 


Unitarian  Church,  (Women's  Alliance)  15.00 

Untermeyer,  Charles  S   10.00 

Untermeyer,  Mrs.  1   10.00 

Unz  &  Co   S.OO 

Valentine,  Mrs.  Lawson   10.00 

Valentine,  Mrs.  P.  A   100.00 

Vallens,  Eugene   5.00 

Van  Beuren,  Mrs.  Frederick  T   25.00 

Vanderlip,  Mrs.  Frank  A   10.00 

Van  Ingen,  Mrs.  E.  H   10.00 

Van  Ingen  Dr.  Philip   25.00 

Van  Orden,  Mrs.  W.  T.  B   5.00 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Schuyler   10.00 

Van  Winkle,  E.  B   10.00 

Van  Winkle,  Miss  Mary  D   25.00 

Varnum,  Miss  Helen  Louise   5.00 

Villard,  Mrs.  Henry  (Specific  dona- 
tion)   5.00 

Von  Gonard,  Mrs.  Alexander   5.00 

Walker,  Miss  (Specific  donation)   7.50 

Warburg,  Felix   '  -  50.00 

Warburg,  Paul  M   50.00 

Ward,  Francis  E   5.00 

Wardwell,  Allen    10.00 

Wardwell,  Mrs.  W.  T   10.00 

Watson,  Charles  W..   10.00 

Watson,  Miss  Emily  A   100.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  J.  Henry   10.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  James  S   25.00 

Watterson,  W.  W   10.00 

Webster,  Mrs.  Sidney   50.00 

Wells,  Miss  Carolyn   10.00 

Westerman,  Miss  L.  A   15.00 

Wheelock,  Mrs.  A.  T   15.00 

White,  Miss  Cornelia  Le  Roy   20.00 

White,  Miss  May  W   25.00 

Whitney,  Mrs.  K.  L   10.00 

Whittelsey,  Mrs.  E   50.00 

Wiggins,  A.  Foster   25.00 

Wilkie,  John  L   10.00 

Wilkinson,  Alfred    25.00 

Wilkinson  Brothers  &  Co   5.00 

Williams,  Arthur  (Special  donation).  25.00 

Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  P   20.00 

Williams,  Miss  Jessie  H   10.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  M   2.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Josephine  L   35.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Mary  B   10.00 

Wisner,  Charles    10.00 

Woerishoffer,  Mrs.  A   25.00 

Wolfe,  S.  H   10.00 

Wolff,  Louis    5.00 

Wood,  Mrs.  J.  Walter   10.00 

Wright,  Mrs.  G.  G   25.00 

Young,  Mrs.  A.  Murray   10.00 

Zaliriskie,  Mrs.  George   5.00 

Zerega,  Miss  Florence   25.00 
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CO-OPERATORS  WHO  READ  TO  THE  BLIND  IN  THEIR  HOMES  OR  IN  THE 

CLASSES. 


Mrs.  Barry 
Miss  Content 
Miss  Damrosch 
Miss  Dean 
Miss  Erstein 
Mrs.  Fabian 
Miss  Huntington 
Miss  Kerr 


Miss  Mead 
Miss  Newman 
Miss  Pulitzer 
Mrs.  Rogers 
Mrs.  Stout 
Miss  Schofield 
Miss  Trow 
Miss  Williamson 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

The  Association  again  wishes  to  acknowledge  its  deep  appreciation  of  the  continued 
co-operation  of  Dr.  Alger,  Dr.  Denison  and  Dr.  Alec  Nicol  Thomson,  who  have  visited  the 
blind  in  their  homes  or  given  special  appointments;  to  The  People's  University  Extension 
Society  for  services  of  teachers.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  managers  and  subscribers  'for 
tickets  to  operas,  concerts,  theatres,  lectures,  etc.,  sent  to  the  Ticket  Bureau  for  our  wards, 
and  to  a  number  of  anonymous  donors  for  various  gifts  received  during  the  year. 


Miss  Adams. 
Mrs.  Adams. 

Flowers. 
Altman's. 

Pieces  of  cretonne. 
Bloomingdale. 

Articles  for  Sale. 
Mrs.  Beck. 

Books  in  raised  type. 
Mrs.  Leslie  C.  Bruce. 

Flowers  and  vegetables. 
Charles  &  Co. 

Tea. 

Consolidated  Gas  Co. 

Stove  loaned  for  Exhibition. 
Miss  Dodge. 

Two  cakes  for  Sale. 
Mrs.  L.  S.  Eisner. 

Articles  for  Sale. 
Miss  Ernstein. 

Donation  for  Women's  Club. 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Forbes. 

Raffia  and  reed. 
Miss  Alice  Fogarty. 

Pieces  for  Blackwell's  Island. 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Grady. 

Package  of  rags. 
Mrs.  Henderson. 

Flowers. 
Huyler's. 

Candy  for  Sale. 
Jameson. 

Flowers. 
Mr.  Stewart  Johnson. 

Book. 
Mrs.  R.  Levy. 

Straw  crib,  pillows,  bolsters. 
Mrs.  M.  Lemon. 

Raffia  and  shells. 
Miss  Livingston. 

Package  of  silks. 


;  IN  KIND. 

Mrs.  Lyon. 

Box  of  pieces. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Louis. 

Package  of  pieces. 
The  Mirror. 

Candy  for  Sale. 
National  Fruit  and  Flower  Guild. 

Flowers. 
New  York  Flower  Mission. 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  F.  Nathan. 

Box  of  pieces. 
New  York  Bible  Society. 

The  Bible  in  raised  type. 
Miss  Newman. 

Candy  for  class  girls. 

Donations  for  Sale. 
Mrs.  Olhaver. 

Christmas-tree  ornaments. 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Books  in  raised  type. 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Books  in  raised  type. 
Miss  Pulitzer. 

Cakes. 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Parsons. 

■Flowers  for  Sale. 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Roe. 

Pieces  of  cretonne. 
Mrs.  Rockell. 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  J.  Ross. 

Sandwiches. 
St.  Bartholomew's  Clothing  Bureau. 

Clothes. 
Mr.  William  F.  Schork. 

Phonograph  record. 
Mrs.  Schloss. 

Favors  for  Christmas  Party. 
Mrs.  J.  Weiman. 

Package  of  pieces. 
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DINNERS  AND  REFRESHMENTS  FOR  ENTERTAINMENTS  GIVEN  BY 


Miss  E.  Beach 

Mrs.  Kyle 

Mrs.  E,  Bigelow 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Parsons 

Mr.  A.  P.  Carmichael 

Miss  JN.  Knoades 

Mrs.  S.  K.  de  rorest 

Mrs.  Rose 

Mrs.  Fabian 

Mrs.  J.  Ross 

Mrs.  Flagler 

Mrs.  Schloss 

Miss  Shepard 

DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING. 

iVl  i           VJ.     X  X\J  w 

iVTrc  AnoTf^r 

IVTrc  T-TarriQnn 

i.VX  lo>  XXcliiiS<LJll 

M  r<5     T     T-T     A  iiprKarVi 

IVI  1         J.     J.  J..    iT.  UCl  UdV-lI 

MrQ    A    T  T-rpr7pl 

1\1  1                     X^.    X  XCl 

Mr*;  R(=rlr 

'\A  1      T-T    T Qpa f ^ 

IVl              XX.  XDCtdk^O 

Mrc    M    R  Riirnpc 

iVXlob  XVCdUJI 

A/T  TQ          Ri  crf»lr»w 

Mr  TCpllino'pr 

IVX  1  .    XVCi  11 11^  CI 

Mr    P   V  Riinn 

A/Trc     A     T  TCnIman 

IVXlo.    ix.    J.  XVLJlillclll 

iVX  1  .  V-'d.loiJIl 

Tir     T     T  oiiiG 
1^1.    X.  X^UUld 

Mrs    T  rhilHs 

IVTrQ    T?    T  fw 
Xvx  I  o.  x\..  XjC  V  y 

Mr   T    S  Colt 

IVTrQ    ^pfh  T  r»w 

J.VX  1  o.     OCLli  XjL/W 

Mr<;  Onnlc 

XV±  I  O.     Vw^ \J kJ IV 

A/T 1QC   ^arali  T  i vi nc^trin 

xvx  loo    Odldll        1  V  XllgotWll 

M^r«    A    P  r^nfpman 

A/Ticc  A/TpaH 

MrQ  OrtpCTP 

xvx  I  d.    KJ  I  LCgd 

A/Ttq  T^avipc 

JiVA  1  o,    i-^a  V 

Ayf  rc  01lia"i7Pr 

IVX  1  o.           1  Id  V  Cl 

ATr^  T)iirvP3 
ivjL  1  o.  1— '  u  1  y  cd 

Mr    T  PiQtnpr 

IVX  1.    J  ,    X.  loLllCl 

Mrs.  M.  Flint 

Mrs.  Parks 

Mrs.  A.  Frissell 

Mr.  Rose 

Mr.  John  Fraser 

Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

Mr.  L.  Goetter 

Miss  K.  Schweitering 

Mrs.  Goldberg 

Mrs.  Munroe  Smith 

Mrs.  Hanford 

Mr.  B.  Stoughton 

Miss  Hanford 

Mrs.  Vaughan 

Mr.  Douglas  Henry 

Miss  Williamson 

Hildreth-Bridgehampton 

Mr.  De.  Witt  Williamson 

Miss  A.  White 

A  Letter 

FROM  A  Recipient  of  Concert  Tickets. 

There  are  occasions  when  one  is  thankful  for  a  kindness  shown  and  there 
are  other  occasions,  when  the  nature  of  the  kindness  is  such  that  a  person  is 
not  only  very  thankful  but  deeply  and  appreciatively  grateful. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  most  heartily  for  the  seats  you  so  kindly  permitted  me 
to  use  for  the  Boston  Symphony  on  the  evening  of  December  7.  The  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind  has  many  activities  and  is  doing  a  great  and 
noble  work,  and  its  influence  is  far  reaching,  but  the  Ticket  Bureau  branch  is  a 
host  in  itself  in  the  moral  uplift  of  our  people. 

Gratefully  yours, 


Written  by  a  Blind  Worker  at  the  Lighthouse 


A  CALL  FROM 
A  LIGHTHOUSE  WORKER 

Cheer  up,  comrades,  one  and  all, 

Listen  to  the  Lighthouse  call ; 
Come  to  us,  though  you  are  blind, 

"Light  through  Work"  with  us  you'll  find. 

We  are  willing,  heart  and  hand, 

To  lend  help  throughout  the  land ; 

We  can  rise  from  poverty. 

If  we've  work, — not  charity. 

We  have  friends  we  know  will  aid, 
Who  will  tell  what  we  have  said. 

To  the  people,  rich  and  kind. 

Of  our  Lighthouse  for  the  blind. 

And  we  know  they'll  be  disposed 

To  assist  us,  not  opposed. 
So  that  we  may  take  our  stand 

With  the  workers  of  the  land. 


DR.  FINLEY,  President  of  the  Association,  in  his  address  at  the 

LAYING  of  corner-stone  FOR  THE  NEW  LIGHTHOUSE : 
"  We  all  unite  in  hope  that  the  people  of  this  city  will  some- 
how transmute  the  vibrations  of  light  that  come  to  them  from  the 
sun  and  the  moon  and  the  stars,  and  the  Lamps  of  Earth — trans- 
mute these  somehow  to  the  benefit  of  these  blind  people ;  to  the 
aiding  of  this  splendid  work  till  all  the  sightless  in  this  great  city 
shall  see  the  Light." 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 


FOR  THE  BUND 

OFFICE  AND  SALESROOM  -  -  118  E.  59th  STREET 
FACTORY    FOR  BLIND    MEN    -       -     147    E.   4.2nd  STREET 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

289    FOURTH    AVENUE       ...       ROOM  50 

CIRCULARS  AND  PAMPHLETS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

Six  leaflets  to  the  public  concerning  the  Prevention  of  Infantile 
Blindness. 

"  What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind."  by  Helen  Keller.  (Re- 
printed by  blind  printers  from  the  World's  Work.) 

"  To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children."  Translated  from 
the  German  by  Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 

"  Typhlophiles,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind.    (Reprinted  from  Charities.) 

"  Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind. 

"A  Short  Life  of  Henry  Fawcett  for  All  Children  Everywhere,"  by 
Winifred  Holt. 

Different  leaflets  telling  of  the  work  of  the  Association. 


MAGAZINES  ON  FILE  AT  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIA- 
TION, ii8  East  SQth  Street. 

(in  types  for  the  blind.) 

Ziegler  Magazine,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 
Progress,  in  English  Braille. 

Christian  Record,  in  Improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point. 

Moon  Magazine,  in  Moon  Type. 

The  Daily  Mail,  weekly  issue  in  English  Braille. 

Channels  of  Blessing,  in  English  Braille. 

The  Weekly  Summary ,  in  English  Braille. 

The  Searchlight ,   a  magazine  in    Improved    Braille  for  Children. 
Sent  out  from  The  Light  House  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind 

MAGAZINES  OF  ESPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND  AND 
THEIR  FRIENDS.      (in  ink  print.) 

The  Blind,  published  by  Gardiner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London, 
England. 

Valentin  Haiiy,  published  by  the  Valentin  Haiiy  Association,  Paris, 
France. 

Blindenfreund.  Issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaeter, 
Konigsberg,  Germany. 

The  Braille  Review,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  London,  England. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Asso- 
ciation for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the  Blind. 

Orders  taken  for  all  writing  appliances,  books,  and  magazines  in 
any  type  for  the  blind 
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LIGHT     THROUGH  WORK 


THE  NEW  YORK 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

ORGANIZED  1905.  INC.  1906  FOR  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 

SIXTH  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  IST,  1912 


OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM 
118  EAST  59th  ST.  AFTER  FEB.  1913,  111  EAST  59th  ST. 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM    -    -    -     1 1 8  EAST  59th  STREET 

After  February,  1913,  111  East  59th  Street.        TELEPHONE,  PLAZA  3370 

WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN  ...   338  EAST  35th  STREET 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
289  FOURTH  AVENUE,  ROOM  50        TELEPHONE.  GRAMERCY  4058 

OBJECTS 

To  prevent  unnecessary  blindness,  to  help 
the  blind  to  help  themselves,  and  relieve 
and  cheer   the    aged  and  infirm  blind 


Yearly  Subscriber         .        _        .        _  _ 

$  10.00 

Sustaining  Subscriber  _        ,       _        _  25.00 

Patron         -  100.00 

Life  Patron  (given  at  one  time)  -       -       -  500.00 

Lighthouse  Founder  (given  at  one  time)      -        -       1 ,000.00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

I  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  Yorl^  Association  for  the  Blind,  incorporated  under 
Chapter  559  of  the  Laws  of  /  895  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  be  applied  to  the  bene- 
volent uses  and  purposes  of  said  Association  and  under  its  direction  (insert  description  of 
the  money  or  property  given). 

THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY 
BY  VOLTUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS 

Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  work  are  requested  not  to 
give  money  to  persons  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Association. 

FROM  AN  EDITORIAL  FROM  THE  NEW  YORK  SUN: 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE 

It  is  only  six  years  since  the  Association  for  the  Blind  was  organized.  The  results  of 
those  six  years  were  indicated  at  the  blind  workers'  exhibition  in  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
House  which  President  Taf  t  opened.  The  Association  keeps  a  census  of  the  blind  ;  it  main- 
tains workshops  for  blind  men  and  women  and  a  salesroom  to  dispose  of  their  products ;  it 
teaches  the  blind  to  read ;  trains  them  for  useful  employments,  according  to  their  intelligence 
and  aptitude ;  it  conducts  clubs  for  their  information  and  entertainments ;  it  visits  them  in 
their  homes,  and  forms  in  the  broadest  sense  a  medium  by  which  they  may  get  in  touch  with 
the  world  and  the  world  with  them.  No  one  who  has  not  had  an  intimate  relation  with  the 
blind  can  realize  the  immense  usefulness  of  this  society,  how  many  lives  it  has  rescued  from 
despair,  how  many  homes  from  misery.  There  is  no  more  tragic  event  in  the  world  than  the 
going  out  of  the  light.  Imagine  it  yourself.  Close  your  eyes  and  try  to  think  what  would 
happen  if  you  could  never  open  them  again — your  work  at  an  end,  your  ambitions  ship- 
wrecked, poverty,  helplessness  and  loneliness  coming  on.  It  is  just  at  that  crisis  that  the 
association  takes  the  blind  man  by  the  hand  and  tells  him  that  there  is  a  place  for  him.  It 
helps  him  to  work,  to  contentment,  and  in  many  cases  to  independence.  Through  its  com- 
mittee for  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  blindness  it  saves  the  sigh  of  thousands  of  children. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  in  Lighthouse  No.  1.  Go  to  the  Lighthouse  and  see  for 
yourself,  and  while  you  are  there  you  may  leave  your  contribution ;  or  you  may  send  it  by 
check  to  the  treasurer  of  the  association. 


LIGHT    THROUGH  WORK 

THE  NEW  YORK 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

ORGANIZED  1905.       INC.  1906  FOR  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 

SIXTH  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR   ENDINC;  NOVEMBER    1  ST,  1912 


LOVE  AND  JUSTICE:  THE  BLIND  GUARDIANS  OF  THE  BLIND 
Especially  Drawn  for  the  Association  by  E.  H.  Blashfield 


OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM 

118  EAST  59th  ST.  AFTER  FEBRUARY  AT  111  EAST  59th  ST. 

Telephone  Plaza  3370. 


SOME  TRIBUTES  FROM  THE   BLIND  TO    THE  ASSOCIATION 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  NEW  YORK  FROM  MISS  HELEN  KELLER: 

I  cong:ratulate  you  warmly  on  having  such  a  faithful,  efficient  agency  as  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind.  It  is  doing  great  work,  necessary  work,  practical 
work.  There  are  about  six  thousand  blind  men  and  women  in  New  York  who  need 
the  Association,  and  the  Association  needs  you — it  needs  your  sympathy,  your  friend- 
ship and  your  financial  aid.  (Signed)  Helen  Keller. 

FROM  LETTER  FROM  BLIND  UNITED  STATES  SENATOR  GORE  : 

I  am  sure  this  occasion  marks  the  beginning  of  a  new  era.  It  will  enable  those  who  are  without 
sight  to  conquer  the  darkness.  I  congratulate  all  those  who  are  without  the  blessing  of  sight  upon 
having  such  a  friend  and  such  a  benefactress.  It,  in  a  good  measure,  compensates  whatever  misfor- 
tunes they  may  have  sustained.  You  are  rendering  the  best  of  all  service,  helping  those  who  need 
help  to  help  themselves.  That  is  true  service,  and  is  infinitely  better  than  charity.  "  It  becomes  the 
throned  monarch  better  than  his  crown."  You  are  lighting  the  ways  that  are  dark  and  lightening  the 
burdens  that  are  heavy.    The  sightless,  in  all  time,  will  call  you  blessed. 

(Signed)  Thomas  P.  Gore. 

LETTER  FROM  A  SUCCESSFUL  BLIND  BUSINESS  MAN  : 

I  have  been  interested  in  the  cause  of  the  Blind  for  thirty-five  years,  and  can  truthfully  say  that 
you  and  your  organization  have  done  more  for  us  as  a  class  in  this  city,  State  and  nation  than  ever  was 
done  before,  and  at  this  Thanksgiving  time,  I  thank  God  for  having  raised  up  a  Moses  in  the  person 

of  ,  who  through  -life  of  unselfish  sacrifice  and  toil  in  behalf  of  our  neglected  people  is 

doing  so  great  a  work  in  leading  them  into  the  Land  of  Promise. 

Enclosed  please  find  check  for  five  dollars  as  my  Thanksgiving  contribution  to  the  worthy  cause, 
in  which  you  and  the  people  associated  with  you  have  done  so  much  to  advance. 

Thanking  you  again  and  praying  God's  blessing  to  you  and  your  associates,  I  am, 

Very  gratefully  yours,  (Signed)  Henry  Bauman. 

FROM  MR.   EDWARD  DOYLE,  THE  BLIND  POET  AND  AUTHOR. 

THE  LIGHTHOUE 

"  Mount  Blanc  is  described  by  Coleridge  as  'an  ambassador  to  heaven.'  The  description  of  the 
mountain  that  transcends  the  clouds,  is  far  more  true  when  applied  to  a  philanthropic  institution  like 
the  '  Lighthouse,'  the  cornerstone  of  which  was  laid  last  Tuesday  afternoon  at  iii  East  59th  Street,  by 
President  Taft,  in  the  presence  of  Gov.  Dix,  the  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  Bishop  David  H.  Greer, 
Rev.  Dr.  Judah  Leon  Magnes,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor  M.  J.  Lavelle,  Dr.  John  H.  Finley  and  other 
distinguished  citizens  in  good  number.  The  Lighthouse  differs  from  Mount  Blanc  in  its  ambassador- 
ial capacity,  in  that  its  heavenly  mission  is  crowned  with  success,  for  it  returns  to  earth  with  the  celes- 
tial joy  of  '  Light  Through  Work,'  for  thousands  of  sightless  people  who  otherwise  would  be  utterly 
without  hope. 

In  the  work  of  preventing  blindness,  the  Lighthouse  is  doing  the  State's  work  and  the  State 
should,  therefore,  be  generous  to  the  Lighthouse.  In  fact,  the  Lighthouse  is  doing  State's  work  in 
many  ways. 

It  gave  the  first  systematic  teaching,  outside  of  an  asylum,  to  the  blind  to  individuals  in  knitting, 
sewing,  crocheting,  weaving,  bead-making,  chair-making,  basketry,  pottery,  domestic  science,  danc- 
ing, gymnastics,  music,  business,  typewriting,  stenography,  typewriting  from  the  phonograph,  etc. 
It  started  the  first  home  teaching  of  trades  and  reading  and  writing  in  the  State.  It  has  also  given 
lessons  in  the  poorhouses,  the  prisons,  and  even  in  the  lunatic  asylums.  It  placed  the  first  blind  chil- 
dren in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  and  furnished  them  with  guides.  It  started  the  first  museum 
for  the  blind  in  the  country,  to  show  the  history  of  the  emancipation  of  the  blind  intellectually  anp 
industrially  from  the  earliest  times  until  now. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  great  things  that  the  Lighthouse  has  done  for  the  blind,  and  it  has 
done  these  things  under  great  difficulties  and  in  the  space  of  a  few  years.  Perhaps  the  greatest  achieve- 
ment has  been  in  the  matter  of  arousing  public  consciousness  as  to  the  feasibility  of  any  method  for 
making  sightless  persons  self-supporting.  There  is  now  no  doubt  in  the  public  mind  on  that  subject, 
thanks  to  the  '  Light  Through  Work  '  of  these  noble  women  who  have  made  the  Lighthouse  for  all 
future  time,  a  glory  not  only  to  New  York,  but  to  Humanity." 

(Signed)  Edward  Doyle. 
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Officers  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


PRESIDENT 
Dr.  John  H.  Finley 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Miss  Helen  Keller  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis 

HONOR.\RY  VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Dr.  John  Sh.wv  Billings  Mr.  Robert  W.  de  Forest 


SECRETARY 

Miss  Winifred  Holt 


TREASURER 
Mr.  Thomas  B.  Clarke,  Jr. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Eixwood  Hendrick,  Chairman 
Mr.  Thomas  B.  Clarke,  Jr.    Mr.  Joseph  Howland  Hunt  Mr 
Mr.  Henry  W.  Goddard          Dr.  Raymond  C.  Knox 
Miss  Winifred  Holt  Mrs.  Seth  Low 


Eben  p.  Morford 
Mr.  Bradley  Stoughton 
Mr.  Charles  Howard  Strong 


Rt.  Rev.  David  H.  Greer 


TRUSTEES 

Mr.  Henry  Phipps 
Mr.  Willard  V.  King 


Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg 


Dr.  Felix  Adler 

Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen 

Principal  of  Perkins  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Boston,  Mass. 


ADVISORY  BOARD 
Dr.  Lewis  Carll 

Of  New  York  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  1903. 

Cardinal  Farley 
Senator  Thomas  P.  Gore 


Rabbi  J.  Leon  Magnes 

Dr.  William  H.  Maxwell 

City  Superintendent  of  Schools 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon 

Secretary  Pennsylvania  Home 
Teaching  Society  and  Free 
Circualting  Library  for  the  Blind 


Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood 

Director  of  Census  of  the  Blind  Rx.  ReV.  DavID  H.  GrEER 
New    York    Commission,  1906- 

1907  Secretary  of  the  Maryland  FnWARD  R  HeWITT 

Society   for   the   Prevention   of  ^^^^S.  £.D\\  ARD  K.  riEwni  Gharifs  H  Parkhurst 

Blindness.  President    Women's    Municipal  ^-HARLES  tl.  rARKHURST 

League 


Mr.  O.  H.  Burritt  Dr.  George  W.  Jacoby 

Principal  Overbrook,  Pa.,  School 

for   the   Blind,    Secretary   New    HoN.  EdWARD  F.  JoNES 
York  State  Commissions  for  the 
Blind,  1903  and  1906. 


Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 


Mr.  Joseph  H.  Hunt 


Dr.  Arnold  Knapp 
Mrs.  Annie  Sullivan  Macy 


Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler 
Vice-President    State  Charities 
Aid  Association. 

Hon.  P.  Tecumseh  Sherman 
Miss  Lillian  D.  Wald 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Joseph  S.  Auerbach,  Chairman 

Mr.  Willard  V.  King  Mr.  Herbert  L.  Satterlee 


Mr.  Arthur  Curtiss  James    Mr.  Thomas  W.  Lamont        Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schiff 
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Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler,  Chairman 

Vice-President  State  Charities  Aid  Association. 


Hon.  p.  Tecumseh  Sherman 

Former  Commissioner  of  Labor, 
State  of  New  York. 

Hon.  Eugene  H.  Porter,  A.  M. 
M.  D. 

New  York  State  Commissioner 
of  Health. 


Darlington, 


Hon.  Thomas 
M.  D. 

Former  New  York  City  Commis- 
sioner of  Health. 

Miss  Martha  Lincoln  Draper 

Member  Council  of  Public  Edu- 
cation .\ssociation. 

Dk.  E.  M.  Alger 

Ophthalmologist  Post-Graduate 
Hospital. 

Dr.  Clifton  Edgar 

Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Clin- 
ical Midwifery  in  Cornell  Uni- 
versity Medical  College. 


Mr.  F.  Leavenworth  Elliott 
Miss  Annie  M.  Goodrich 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Hewitt 

Of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind. 

Dr.  Ward  A.  Holden 


Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis 

Chairman  Committee  on  Oph- 
thamia  Neonatorum,  American 
Medical  Association. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Mulrv 

President  of  Superior  Council  of 
New  York,  .St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
Society. 


Miss  M.  Adelaide  Nutting 
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THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  EOR  THE  BLIND— Our  Elag  in  Good  Hands 
Blind  Standard  Bearers  of  the  troop  of  Light  House  Boy  Scouts  who  were  Honour  Guard  to 

Sir  Robert  Baden-Powell,  who  sent  them  the  following  autographed  note : 
"It  is  a  greater  thing  to  have  a  brave  heart  that  is  kindly  to  others,  than  even  to  have  an  eye 
that  is  clear  or  limbs  that  are  straight."  (Signed)    Robert  Baden- Powell. 
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A  TRIBUTE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
"I  understand  the  object  of  this  Association  to  be  to  introduce  hght  into  the 
lives  of  the  bhnd  by  work,  to  give  them  happiness  by  manual  and  intellectual  activ- 
ity, to  maintain  their  independence  and  self  respect  by  enabling  them  to  contribute 
to  their  own  support,  and  to  enable  them  to  forget  their  affliction  by  association, 
and  by  sharing  their  thoughts  and  interests  with  those  who  see.  *  *  *  Through  the 
good  offices  of  this  Association,  New  York  City  has  now  assumed  an  obligation  to 
give  to  the  blind  children  the  benefit  of  public  instruction,  and  the  fact  that  they 
are  constantly  with  children  who  see — study  with  them  and  play  with  them — gives 
to  the  blind  boys  and  girls  a  share  in  the  common  life  of  all  the  children  that 
seems  to  soften  the  asperity  of  their  lot.  *  *  *  May  the  good  and  generous  people 
of  New  York  who  are  appealed  to  to  support  so  many  good  causes,  add  to  their 
list  of  contributions  substantial  sums  for  the  carrying  forward  of  this  great  work, 
not  of  mere  charity  to  the  helpless,  but  of  aid  to  the  self-help  of  those  who  have 
the  heavy  burden  of  blindness  to  carry." — President  Taft. 

FROM  THE  HON.  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE 

"A  great  work  had  to  be  accomplished  when  this  Association,  which  Miss 
Helen  Keller  has  well  called  the  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  blind.  Up  to  that 
time,  or  nearly  up  to  that  time,  it  was  generally  thought  that  Society  had  done  its 
dut}'  by  its  blind  when  it  provided  for  them  an  asylum,  a  shelter,  a  home,  food  and 
the  elements  of  an  education.  But  just  imagine  Helen  Keller,  for  instance,  im- 
mured in  an  asylum !  Why,  the  idea  on  which  this  Association  was  formed,  and  of 
which  she  is  a  living  representative,  is  not  asylums,  but  work  is  what  the  blind  want. 

"For  myself,  I  have  absolute  faith  in  the  women  who  have  set  this  work 
in  motion,  and  especially  in  the  leader  of  these  women,  to  whose  enthusiasm  and 
devotion  so  much  is  due ;  full  faith  in  the  guides  and  principles  on  which  they  are 
proceeding;  full  faith  in  the  blind  people,  that  they  will  make  the  most  of  the 
opportunities  that  will  be  here  presented  to  them,  and  faith  in  the  people,  that  they 
will  rally  to  the  support  of  this  great  cause. 

"It  is  a  humiliating  fact  that  the  Association  is  in  need  of  money  with  which 
to  finish  this  building.  The  work  of  this  Assocation  means  not  alone  the  trans- 
forming of  thousands  of  non-members  of  society,  but  it  means  the  changing  of  all 
those  lives  from  conditions  of  hopeless  misery  and  despair  into  lives  that  are 
brightened  by  ambition,  strengthened  by  achievement  and  nourished  by  the  bread 
of  their  own  labor  ?  It  means  redemption.  Its  benefits  are  not  alone  for  the  blind  of 
this  day  and  generation,  but  for  the  blind  of  years  and  of  generations  yet  to  come. 

"What  has  already  been  done  is  deserving  of  the  support  of  the  community 
ten  times  over,  for  the  promotion  of  its  future  usefulness.  *  *  *  I  hope  that  the 
means  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  Association  of  continuing  its  great  and 
good  work,  and  that  they  will  soon  have  a  building  over  their  heads  worthy  of  the 
great  cause  that  they  represent." 

FROM  AN  EDITORIAL  IN  THE  NEW  YORK  EVENING  POST 
"It  would  be  difficult  to  name  a  more  worthy  or  more  appealing  work  for  the 
unfortunate  than  that  which  is  to  be  embodied  in  the  'Lighthouse,'  on  Fifty-ninth 
Street,  of  which  President  Taft  laid  the  cornerstone  yesterday.  To  give  the  blind 
'light  through  work,'  and  to  enable  them  to  have,  so  far  as  their  own  efforts  and 
an  encouraging  environment  can  furnish  it,  an  opportunity  for  the  personal  and 
social  activities  from  which  their  affliction  has  shut  them  out,  are  the  objects 
steadily  aimed  at  by  the  Association  for  the  Blind  and  its  devoted  secretary.  Miss 
Winifred  Holt.  The  new  building  will  help  incalculably  to  promote  these  objects, 
and  no  bestowal  of  money  at  this  season  of  kindness  and  good  will  could  be  more 
gratifying  to  the  giver,  or  more  productive  of  imalloyed  good,  than  a  contribution 
to  the  fund  which  the  Association  needs  for  carrying  out  its  project." 
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THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Wireless  Telegraphy 

Blind  boy  learning  to  operate  the  wireless  apparatus  on  the  top  of  the  Light  House. 
The  true  Scout  is  the  listener. 
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THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
The  Bourne  Workshop  for  Blind  Men 
This  Model  Workshop,  the  generous  gift  of  Miss  Emily  Bourne  to  the  Association, 
was  opened  on  October  16th,  1912. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF. 


REGISTRATION  BUREAU. 

The  Hsts  prepared  from  time  to  time 
show  a  total  of  10,000  names,  and  the 
Association  has  investigated  approxi- 
mately that  number  of  cases,  and  come 
personally  in  touch  with  about  7,000 
blind  people  in  Greater  New  York  and 
elsewhere.  Starting  with  a  list  of  1,000, 
the  Association  set  about  at  once  to  find 
the  blind. 

Records  in  full  of  the  2,713  blind  in 
Greater  New  York. 

Catalogues  giving  the  institutions  and 
literature  and  occupations  for  the  blind 
(as  far  as  possible)  throughout  the 
world. 

Magazines  and  literature  for  and  about 
the  blind. 

A  collection  of  press  clippings  of  edu- 
cational value  in  our  work. 

EDUCATIONAL  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Secretary  has  given  talks  at  State 
and  charitable  conferences  in  different 
places,  illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  and 
shown  exhibits  of  work  done  bv  the 
blind. 

The  Special  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  has  distributed  19,- 
573  leaflets  and  pamphlets.  It  has  con- 
tinued its  campaign  for  decreasing  pre- 
ventable blindness  by  securing  the  co- 
operation of  medical  bodies,  health 
boards,  nursing  associations,  etc.  Talks 
have  been  given  by  the  officers  of  the 
Association,  the  members  and  the  Execu- 
tive Secretary  of  the  Special  Committee. 
Exhibitions  of  screens  of  descriptive 
data  have  been  held  in  various  cities  and 
at  medical  and  philanthropic  conferences. 
(For  details  see  report  of  Executive  Sec- 
retary of  Special  Committee.) 
Institutions  in  America  and  abroad 
visited  and  studied  by  the  Associa- 
tion's   officers    and    staff  during 

1912   39 

Blind  children  receiving  no  education, 
referred  during  1912  to  public 
schools  and  institutions  12 

LEGISLATION. 

The  Association  has  secured  laws  for 


Prevention  of  Blindness,  and  an  amend- 
ment to  Educational  Law  making  educa- 
tion for  blind  children  compulsory. 

WORKSHOP. 

Report  for  year  ending  November  1, 
1912. 

Chairs  caned,  1912   4,257 

Chairs  caned,  1911   4,661 

Less  than  1911   404 

The  decrease  in  chair  caning  is  an  en- 
couraging fact,  as  it  shows  that  we  have 
been  able  to  put  more  men  at  broom- 
making,  a  much  more  profitable  occupa- 
tion. We  hope  to  have  only  those  men 
who  are  too  infirm  for  the  latter  work 
continue  the  caning. 

Brooms  manufactured,  1912..  52,819 
Brooms  manufactured,  1911..  51,348 


Gain  over  1911   1,471 

November  1,  1912. 

Blind  men  employed   46 

Instructive  department   14 

Piece  workers   32 

Total   number  of  blind  men 

emploved  during  the  vear ...  59 

Wages  paid  '  $12,042.82 

Receipts  of  sales   22,264.40 

P.LIXD  MASSEURS  AND  PIANO  TUNERS. 

The  Association  will  send  certificated 
tuners  or  masseurs  and  masseuses  on  ap- 
plication.   ('Phone,  Plaza  3370.) 

HOME  TEACHING. 

This  phase  of  our  work  continues  to 
show  much  growth,  and  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  training  blind  men  and 
women  who  are  unable  to  attend  our 
workshop  or  classes  or  to  work  outside 
of  their  homes,  and  to  whom  their  week- 
ly or  semi- weekly  lessons  means  a  great 
deal  in  relieving  them  from  long  days  of 
idleness  and  in  enabling  many  of  them 
to  earn  money.  Instruction  is  given  in 
chair  caning,  fibre  rug  weaving,  basketry, 
knitting,  crocheting,  beadwork,  hand 
and  machine  sewing,  typewriting,  read- 
ing and  music. 
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Number  of  visits  made  during  the 

past  year  4,277 

Number  of  visits  made  in  1911.  .  .  .3,734 

Gain  over  1911   543 

SALESROOM. 


The  Association  maintains  an  attrac- 
tive salesroom,  where  it  disposes  of  the 
work  of  blind  consignors  (see  "WHAT 
WE  HAVE  TO  OFFER"  for  list  of  ar- 
ticles), and  where  it  makes  known  and 
takes  orders  for  the  Wind  agents  whose 
goods  it  can  recommend. 
Number  of  outside  consignors  helped 

by  sales  during  the  year  64 

CLASSES    FOR  WOMEN. 

Daily  instruction  is  given  in  silk,  linen 
and  rug  weaving,  knitting,  hand  and 
power  machine  sewing,  basketry  and 
pottery.  Weekly  classes  are  held  in 
cooking,  machine  and  plain  sewing,  phys- 
ical culture,  dancing  and  music.  Indi- 
vidual instruction  is  given  in  typewrit- 
ing, stenography,  phonograph  dictation, 
switchboard  operating,  reading,  writing, 
music,  etc. 

Number  of  pupils  in  classes  49 

CLASSES  FOR  MEN. 

A  class  in  basketry  is  held  for  men  on 
Thursday  evenings.  Individual  instruc- 
tion has  also  been  given  in  typewriting, 
phonograph  dictation,  switchboard  oper- 
ating, fibre  rug  weaving,  weaving  and 
reading. 

Number  of  pupils  instructed  18 

MUSIC. 

Classes  for  instruction  in  Braille  mu- 
sical notation  and  piano  are  held  on 
Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons,  after 
school  hours,  and  on  Saturday  mornings. 
Number  of  pupils  17 

CLOTHING  BUREAU. 

The  bureau  has  proved  a  greater  help 
than  ever  in  providing  the  blind — or 
needy  members  of  their  families — with 
clothing,  which  is  sold  at  very  low  prices, 
or  in  many  cases  given  free. 


Number    of    articles  distributed 
through  the  year  1,034 

TICKET  BUREAU. 

The  bureau  has  distributed  the  largest 
yearly  number  of  tickets  in  its  existence 
in  the  year  ending  November  1,  1912. 

Tickets  sent  out  2.203 

Total  number  of  tickets  sent  out 

since  foundation   14,779 

BLIND  BOV  SCOUTS. 

The  feature  of  our  work  for  blind  boys 
has  proved  its  success  by  its  large  growth 
in  the  first  year  of  its  existence.  The 
Lighthouse  troop  has  thirty-five  mem- 
bers, and  meets  Saturday  afternoons  for 
regular  drills  and  classes  in  first  aid  to 
the  injured,  knot  making  and  athletics. 

Boys  enrolled  as  Scouts  35 

Number  of  meetings  held  18 

CAMP  FIRE  GIRLS. 

The  success  of  the  Blind  Boy  Scouts 
having  shown  the  response  to  this  kind 
of  work  amongst  young  blind  people,  the 
Lighthouse  Camp  Fire  (iirls  were  organ- 
ized in  May,  1912,  held  their  first  annual 
outing  in  September,  1912,  and  now  meet 


bi-monthly  through  the  season. 
Number  of  members  18 

CLUBS. 

The  Blind  iMcii's  Improzrincnt  Club. 

Number  of  members  94 

Number  of  associate  members  15 

Number  of  meetings  23 

The  Blind  JJ'omcn's  Club. 

Number  of  members  42 

Number  of  associate  members  14 

Number  of  meetings  19 

The  JVliatsoever  Club. 


This  club  of  colored  blind  women  has 
been  organized  very  recently  and  has  a 
membership  altogether  of  20. 

SEARCHLIGHT  MAGAZINE. 

The  magazine  is  sent  to  the  blind  pub- 
lic school  children  and  to  those  in  insti- 
tutions and  in  their  homes  throughout 
the  country,  and  the  list  of  readers  has 
greatly  increased.    The  quarterly  issues 


xvi 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF— Continued 


are  looked  forward  to  eagerly  b\-  blind 
children. 

THE  SKARCHLIGHT  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  has  held  parties  at  the 
Lighthouse  during  the  year,  which  are 
eagerly  looked  forward  to  by  the  Search- 
light children  in  Greater  New  York. 

THE  EMMA  L.  HARDY  MEMORIAL  HOME. 

Our  River  Lighthouse  at  Cornwall-on- 
Hudson,  which  we  opened  in  August  for 
the  first  installment  of  guests,  has  filled 
a  long-felt  want  by  enabling  us  to  give 
to  our  blind  friends,  and  in  many  cases 
members  of  their  families,  who  acted  as 
guides,  a  much-needed  rest  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Number  of  guests  (with  guides)  en- 
tertained during  August  and  Sep- 
tember  130 

SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

One  of  the  most  important  phases  of 
the  Association's  work,  and  one  cover- 
ing the  largest  number  of  applicants,  is 
acting  as  a  bureau  of  information  to  the 
many  blind  and  their  friends  who  call  at 
or  write  to  the  Lighthouse  for  adviCe  on 
a  very  large  range  of  subjects.  These 
applicants  are  handled  by  the  regular 
staff,  or  in  cases  of  special  need  of 
financial  relief,  equipping  for  business 
ventures,  medical  and  ocular  attention, 
legal  aid,  etc.,  by  the  Social  Service 
Committee.  These  consist  of  cases  not 
eligible  for  our  workshop,  home  teaching, 
Lighthouse  classes  or  private  instruction. 


The  number  of  cases  in  this  connec- 
tion with  which  we  have  been  in 
touch  this  year  is  590 

Number  of  cases  for  which  special  in- 
formation or  advice  has  been 
given   206 

Individual  cases  considered  by  the 
Committee  140 

Referred  to  other  agencies  for  the 
blind   44 

Referred  to  public  or  private 
agencies   65 


Referred  to  our  oculists   67 

Referred  to  our  physicians   89 

People  visited  in  their  homes  by  So- 
cial Service  physicians    22 

Placed  in  hospitals  or  convalescent 

homes  12 

Placed  in  homes   11 

Permits  or  licenses  obtained   10 

People  helped  in  business  ventures 
and  home  industries  by  equipment, 

stock,  etc   17 

People    given     financial     relief  or 

helped  with  loans   85 

\"acations  obtained  for   (other  than 
130  in  Emma  L.  Hardy  IMemorial 

Home)    16 

Legal  services  secured  for   2 

Patrons  secured  for  tuners    24 

Musical  scholarships  obtained  for.  .  .  2 
N'umber    of    Cornwall    guests  for 
whom    transportation     was  fur- 
nished  130 

Number  of  people  for  whom  travel- 
ing e-xpenses  or  railroad  fares  were 

paid,  other  than  to  Cornwall   14 

Christmas  dinners  sent  out   61 

Invalids  provided  with  delicacies.  ...  24 

Easter  plants  distributed  100 

Bunches   of   flowers    distributed  in 

classes,  homes  and  institutions.  .  .  .400 
Typewriters    loaned    or    given  to 

pupils    6 

Sewing  machines  loaned  or  given  to 

pupils  in  their  homes   3 

Shorthand  machines  loaned  to  pupils 

in  their  homes   2 

Phonograph  loaned  to  pupil   1 

Hall  P)raille  writers  and  Kleidographs 

loaned  to  pupils  in  their  homes.  .  .  4 
Pianos  loaned    to    pupils    in  their 

homes   3 

Musical  instruments  given  to   2 


ANNUAL  SALE. 

The  annual  sale  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 7th,  8th  and  9th,  and  netted  $401.91. 
The  articles  sold  were  made  bv  our 
Lighthouse  and  home  teaching  pupils, 
and  outside  consignors  from  various 
parts  of  the  State  and  country. 
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GRAND  DURBAR  FETE. 

The  annual  ball  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  funds  for  the  Association's  cur- 
rent expenses  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  on  February  19th. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

The  monthly  entertainments  for  the 
benefit  of  the  older  blind  women  have 
become  a  much  looked  for  feature  of  our 
work.  The  monthly  Saturday  afternoon 
parties  at  the  Lighthouse  have  been  given 
distinctive  features,  and  with  the  music 
furnished  by  our  volunteer  co-operators 
have  proved  a  great  treat.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  officials  in  charge,  spe- 
cial seats  have  been  set  aside  at  the  Sum- 
mer CONCERTS  IN  CENTAL  PaRK  for  the 

use  of  our  blind,  who  have  in  many  cases 
received  advanced  programs. 

ENTERTAINMENTS  IN  ALMSHOUSES. 

The  monthly  entertainments  at  the 
almshouse  on  Blackwell's  Island  proving 
such  a  great  boon  to  the  blind  inmates,  a 
similar  policy  has  been  adopted  in  giving 
a  regular  afternoon  of  music  at  the 
Kings  County  Almshouse,  Brooklyn. 
These  entertainments  have  been  received 
with  enthusiasm,  not  only  by  the  blind, 
but  by  the  sighted  inmates  who  are  asked 
to  attend,  and  our  audiences  generally 
number  seven  or  eight  hundred  people. 

OUTINGS. 

The  Men's  Club  and  the  Women's  Club 
held  outings  to  South  Beach.  S.  I.,  and  to 
Cortlandt  Park  in  July  and  August,  and 
trips  by  car,  motor  and  boat  were  ar- 
ranged weekly  for  groups  of  our  blind 
pupils  and  friends.  The  Workshop  for 
Blind  Men  held  its  second  annual  outing 


motoring  to  Coney  Island  on  August  5th, 
the  entire  force  receiving  a  holiday. 

Number  of  women  entertained  170 

Number  of  men  entertained  160 

LOANS  OF  GAMES,  ETC. 

The  Association  lends  games,  writing 
appliances,  etc.,  to  blind  shut-ins,  pupils, 
etc.,  and  also  sells  the  following 

ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Writing  appliances,  slates,  stilis,  ma- 
chines, writing  frames,  paper,  card- 
board, books,  music,  self-threading 
needles,  silks,  worsted,  yarn  rafia,  cane, 
beads,  clay,  games,  checker-boards, 
chess-boards,  puzzle  cards,  dominoes, 
toys,  watches,  pictures,  puzzles,  etc. 
Clothing  of  all  kinds. 

ARTICLES   SOLD  TO  THE   PUBLIC   IN  GEN- 
ERAL MADE  BY  THE  BLIND. 

Whisks,  brooms,  dust  cloths,  aprons, 
children's  clothes,  furniture,  pottery, 
toys,  knitted  and  crocheted  articles,  wov- 
en articles,  curtains,  draperies,  cushions, 
laces,  embroidered  portfolios,  bags  and 
card  cases,  Christmas  cards  and  books. 

Our  workers  cane  chairs,  give  massage, 
tune  pianos,  do  typewriting,  stenography, 
typewriting  from  the  phonograph,  cook- 
ing, candy  making,  sewing  by  hand  and 
machine,  and  act  as  agents  for  hosiery, 
coffee,  tea,  stationery,  books,  magazines, 
Christmas  and  Easter  cards,  etc. 

THE     FOLLOWING      WORK     HAS  SPRUNG 
DIRECTLY  FROM  THE  ASSOCIATION  OR 
HAS  BEEN  INSPIRED  BY  IT. 

Eight  associations. 
Thirteen  ticket  bureaus. 
Three  clubs   and   seven   "Up  State" 
committees. 


Letter  from  a  Blind  Wage  Earner  Who  for  Ten  Years  Had  no  Work  or  Life. 

"I  h<ave,  of  course,  read  a  good  deal  about  the  good  you  have  done  for  the  blind,  but  until  it 
reaches  home  one  hardly  realizes  just  how  much  good  is  accomplished.  Since  he  has  been 
taught  the  blind  script  he  has  spent  many  pleasant  hours  reading  and  hopes  to  spend  just  as 
many  making  mats,  I  know  it  will  please  you  to  hear  that  you  have  been  the  means  of  supply- 
ing work  to  an  old  man,  who  for  more  than  ten  years  has  been  unable  to  earn  a  cent. 

"Let  him  add  one  to  the  many  letters  of  praise  you  must  receive  from  your  numerous  blind 
friends.  Respectfully  yours, 
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THO'  LOVE  IS  BLIND,  LOVE  IS  THE  KING, 

GOOD  PEOPLE,  HEARKEN  YE! 
IT  IS  THE  KING  COMMANDS  THIS  THING 
FOR  THOSE  THAT  CANNOT  SEE. 

— Oliver  Herford 


HOW  THE  BLIND  AND  SEEING  CAN  HELP  US. 


We  are  eager  to  have  any  sugges- 
tions which  you  may  give  us  for  the 
prevention  of  bHndness  or  for  the  train- 
ing, relief,  employment  or  entertainment 
of  the  blind. 

We  welcome  all  inform.\tion,  advice 

AND  CRITICISM. 

We  are  eager  for  contributions  in' 

CLOTHES,  FURNITURE,  FLOWERS,  PLANTS, 

and  the  Holiday  Season  for  food. 

We  can  use,  if  sent  to  us  sufficiently 
in  advance  to  the  performance,  tickets 

FOR     0PER.\,    concerts,    LECTURES  .\ND 

THE  THEATRE  and  Other  entertainments. 
We  are  glad  to  be  given  silks,  cot- 


tons AND  OTHER  M.\TERiALS,  to  be  made 
into  useful  articles  by  our  workers. 

We  can  make  good  use  for  outings  for 
our   blind   of   the   loan   of  carriages, 

MOTORS,  YACHTS  OR  COUNTRY  PLACES. 

You  can  buy  the  well-made  work  of 
the  blind,  or  you  can  buy  for  them 
GAMES,  TOOLS  and  APPLIANCES  of  Special 
use  to  them. 

You  can  persuade  your  artistic  friends 

to  sing,  play  and  RECITE  FOR  US. 

Perhaps  you  will  either  act  as  guide 
to  our  blind  people,  or  find  us  some  one 
who  is  willing  to  help  in  this  way. 

You  can  act  as  an  educational  me- 
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DiuM   to   spread   the   Gospel,   to  stop 

BLINDNESS  and  to  HELP  THE  BLIND  TO 
HELP  THEMSELVES. 

You  can  come  to  our  office  to  see  if 
you  are  not  especially  fitted  to  do  some 
form  of  SOCIAL  service^  which  needs  you. 

You  can  interest  people  in  our  en- 
tertainments AND  lectures,  and  by 
your  word  and  example  increase  the  in- 
terest of  the  community,  both  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  coping  with  the  problems  of 
blindness. 

We  are  glad  to  have  contributions  in 
MONEY  or  checks,  to  be  made  payable 
immediately  or  on  promises,  at  a  con- 
venient time  of  the  donor. 

We  especially  need  a  fund  to  be  used 
to  supplement  the  incomes  of  indus- 
trious blind  people  who  cannot  make 
both  ends  meet,  and  to  prevent  the 
separation  in  old  age  of  devoted  couples. 

We  need  a  loan  fund  to  help  to  start 
blind  people  in  commercial  enterprises ; 


in  some  cases  to  provide  pupils  with 
their  means  of  livelihood  until  they  are 
sufficiently  proficient  to  eke  it  out.  We 
always  need  money  to  be  disbursed  for 
small  and  immediate  relief,  of  which  our 
Home  Teachers  and  our  social  visitors 
become  aware. 

You  can  help  us  to  find  the  $60,000.00 

WE  NEED  TO  FINISH  OUR  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Or  help  to  raise  the  $40,000.00  to  pay 
off  THE  MORTGAGE  on  the  Lighthouse 
land. 

You  can  give  us  as  much  of  your  in- 
come as  you  can  spare,  and  more,  and 

PERSUADE  YOUR  FRIENDS  tO   follow  Suit. 

Remember  that  we  can  use  anything 
from  a  bent  bairpin  to  a  mausoleum,  or 
from  a  postal  card  to  a  million  dollars, 
and  are  anxious  to  do  so.   What  we  can 

DO  DEPENDS  ON  WHAT  MONEY  THE  PUBLIC 

GIVES  US.  WE  DEPEND  ABSO- 
LUTELY ON  VOLUNTARY  CON- 
TRIBUTIONS. 


A  Blind  Friend's  New  Year's  Wish  for  the  Association. 
My  Dear:  New  York. 

Just  a  line  to  wish  you  a  very  Happy  New  Year.  I  also  want  to  thank  you  for 
all  yoi}r  kindness  to  me.  Words  fail  to  express  the  good  wishes  I  have  in  my  heart 
for  you.  In  the  short  time  you  have  known  me  you  have  done  more  favors  than 
most  people  would  do  in  a  life  time.  I  am  truly  grateful  and  pray  God  will  bless 
you  every  day  you  live  and  reward  you  hereafter,  that  is  my  earnest  wish. 

Always  gratefully  yours, 


THE   FIFTH   REPORT   OF   THE  ASSOCIATION 
with  a  detailed  account  of  its  first  five  years'  work,  the  Blind  Workers' 
Exhibition,   numerous   other   interesting   matters   and  many 
illustrations    will    be    sent    free   on  application 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


MR.  ELLWOOD  IIENDRICK. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  remark- 
able progress.  We  have  not  only  en- 
larged our  work  in  a  number  of  ways, 
but  we  have  undertaken  responsibilities 
for  the  future  that  demand  even  more  of 
us.  The  laying  of  the  cornerstone  bv 
President  Taft  was  a  great  step  in  this 
direction.  (For  particulars  see  the  Sec- 
retary's Report.)  The  nature  of  our 
work  is  general.  We  cannot  select  the 
blind  that  come  to  us,  saving  only  those 
that  are  intelligent  and  attractive :  Vv  C 
must  take  ever\  one  that  comes  along,  and 
do  our  best  to  teach  him  to  work.  That 
is  the  great  purpose  of  the  Association — 
to  teach  the  blind  to  work. 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP. 

In  the  fulfillment  of  this  purpose,  the 
most  important  event  of  the  past  year 
was  the  opening  on  October  16  of  the 
BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR  MEN,  at  St.  Ga- 
briel's Park,  the  generous  gift  of  Miss 
Emily  H.  Bourne.  This  is  now  in  full 
running  order,  and  friends  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  cordially  invited  to  inspect  it. 
We  make  brooms  and  cane  chairs,  and 
are  beginning  to  do  basket  work  and  mop 
making.  But  the  work  has  only  begun. 
The  Bourne  Workshop  is  to  be  used  as  a 
laboratory  to  test  our  activities  for  blind 
men,  so  that  in  time,  only  those  who  are 
defective,  otherwise  than  through  blind- 
ness, will  need  to  be  dependent.  This 
may  indeed  seem  looking  very  far  ahead, 
but  Miss  Bourne's  noble  benefaction  in- 
spires high  ideals,  and  unless  we  set  our 
standards  high  we  are  not  faithful  stew- 
ards. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  are  due 
to  Mr.  Bradley  Stoughton,  who  has 
brought  to  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Workshop  Committee  a  broad  sympath\- 
and  rare  patience,  coupled  with  unusual 
executive  ability.  It  is  a  great  satisfac- 
tion to  have  this  new  responsibility  in 
such  excellent  hands  as  those  of  ]\Ir. 
Stoughton  and  his  associates  of  the 
Workshop  Committee. 

THE  NEW  LIGHTHOUSE. 

The  new  Lighthouse,  to  take  the  place 


of  the  present  executive  offices  of  the 
Association,  its  salesrooms,  training 
school  for  women,  and  other  features,  is 
approaching  completion,  and  we  hope  to 


THE   NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

The  Bourne  Workshop 
A  BHnd  Mop  Maker.    This  industry  has  re- 
cently been  taken  up  by  the  Association 

move  into  it  in  early  1913.  It  will  be 
nearly  opposite  our  present  quarters,  and 
it  has  been  and  is  the  subject  of  con- 
stant and  solicitous  attention  of  those  in 
charge  of  it.  Let  us  hope  the  report  of 
actual  accomplishments  will  be  more  en- 
couraging than  present  prophecies,  no 
matter  how  rosy  they  may  be  made.  Nev- 
ertheless, I  think  it  fair  to  say  that  we 
set  great  hopes  on  the  new  Lighthouse. 

THE  SEARCHLIGHT. 

The  Se.\rcii LIGHT,  our  magazine  for 
blind  children,  printed  in  Braille,  has  in- 
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creased  its  circulation  under  the  able  edi- 
torship of  Mrs.  Putnam  Remsen.  It  has 
aroused  much  interest  both  here  and 
abroad,  and  the  development  of  a  litera- 
ture especially  adapted  to  blind  children 
has  not  been  the  least  of  Mrs.  Remsen's 
achievements.  We  are  indebted  to  Miss 
Carolyn  Wells  for  a  number  of  delight- 
ful contributions. 

MI.SS  holt's  life  of  fawcett. 
The  Life  of  Fawcett,  written  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  has  been  re- 
printed a  number  of  times  both  in  Braille, 
Moon  and  ink-type  in  response  to  many 
requests,  and  is  having  a  large  circulation 
in  England  and  even  in  Africa.  The  pa- 
thetic desire  of  blind  people  for  every 
possible  detail  of  the  lives  of  those  who, 
under  like  affliction,  have  succeeded,  is 
abundant  warrant  for  us  to  give  them  all 
the  help  we  can  in  this  respect. 

THE  DURBAR  FETE. 

The  annual  ball  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Association  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
on  February  19,  under  the  usual  distin- 
guished social  patronage.  It  was  called 
the  GRAND  DURDAR  FETE,  and  there  were 
many  special  features,  including  a  pro- 
cession for  the  gates  of  Delhi  -  Manhat- 
tan, dances,  Oriental  musicians,  juggling, 
puissant  potentates  of  peculiar  power  and 
success  crowning  it  all.  The  Association 
is  especially  indebted  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Rowland  Hunt  for  his  help  in  making 
the  affair  such  an  artistic  success ;  to  Mr. 
Charles  Stewart  Butler,  Chairman  of  the 
Floor  Committee ;  to  Mr.  Henry  Mor- 
gan Post,  who  acted  as  Treasurer,  as  he 
has  been  good  enough  to  do  several  times 
for  us ;  to  Mrs.  Cass  Gilbert  and  Mrs. 
Junius  jNIorgan ;  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
vitation, Mrs.  Peter  Cooper  Flewitt,  Mrs. 
Richard  Irvin,  Mrs.  Herbert  L.  Satter- 
lee  and  Miss  Winifred  Holt;  to  Miss 
Harriet  Glover,  Chairman  of  the  Favor 
Committee,  and  to  Mr.  Edward  Howland 
Blashfield  for  his  beautiful  drawing  of 
"Love  and  the  Blind"  for  the  Fete  pro- 
gram. Thanks  are  also  due  to  all  the 
artists  on  the  program,  who  generously 


gave  their  services  for  the  benefit  of  the 
cause ;  to  Squadron  "A"  and  the  Naval 
Reserves  for  their  co-operation,  to 
Messrs.  Lee  Shubert  and  Company  for 
their  help,  also  to  the  Edison  Company 
for  furnishing  beautiful  Oriental  lights, 
to  Messrs.  W.  &  J.  Sloane,  for  lending 
their  handsome  rugs,  and  to  Messrs, 
Baumgarten  &  Compan}^  for  kind  assist- 
ance, and  more  particularly  to  Mr.  Harry 
Howe  Shelley,  who  kindly  volunteered 
his  services  at  the  organ. 

THE  BLIND  BOY  SCOUTS. 

The  Blind  Boy  Scouts,  organized  last 
year  in  the  Lighthouse,  have  thriven  and 
prospered.  The  Secretary,  Miss  Wini- 
fred Holt,  will  tell  of  the  development  of 
Boy  Scouts  and  of  Camp  Fire  Girls,  but 
she  probably  will  not  announce  the  fact 
that  the  Lighthouse  Scouts  have  made 
her  Honorary  Colonel  of  their  associa- 
tion, presenting  her  with  a  medal  which 
they  bought  themselves. 

A  word  of  thanks  is  due  here  to  Mr. 
Lorillard  Spencer  for  his  co-operation  in 
helping  us  launch  the  Scout  movement. 

BLIND  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  HONOR  OUR 
SECRETARY. 

A  charming  little  testimonial  of  the  ap- 
preciation of  the  blind  public  school  chil- 
dren towards  Miss  Holt  was  shown  by  an 
entertainment,  which  they  arranged 
themselves,  and  which  they  gave  in  the 
form  of  a  surprise  party,  all  of  them  tak- 
ing part,  either  singing,  reciting  or  in  a 
little  play,  written  in  her  honor. 

AT    THE    women's    INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBI- 
TION. 

The  Association  was  one  of  ten  char- 
itable societies  asked  to  exhibit  at  the 
Women's  Industrial  Exhibition,  held  at 
the  Grand  Central  Palace,  from  March 
fourteenth  to  twenty-third.  Blind  weav- 
ers showed  their  work  in  actual  opera- 
tion, also  pottery,  basketry,  sewing  and 
stenography,  and  the  exhibition  was  of 
much  practical  value,  in  educating  the 
sighted  public  that  cannot  see 
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the  river  lighthouse. 

The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial 
Home  at  Cornwall-on-Hudson  was  put 
in  thorough  order  by  the  Association,  and 
opened  for  guests  in  August.  Its  suc- 
cess has  been  most  gratifying  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Association,  who  have  long 
fch  the  need  of  such  a  place  to  send  their 


carry  further  our  work.  The  Secre- 
tary has  appeared  before  the  State  Con- 
ference of  Charities  and  Corrections  at 
Pittsburgh  in  November,  1911,  in  Balti- 
more and  New  Jersey,  speaking  from  the 
same  platform  with  President-elect  Wil- 
son in  Montclair,  after  which  a  New 
Jersey  Association  for  the  Blind  was 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial 
Blind  Girls  on  an  Outing  at  the  River  Lighthouse 


wards  for  recuperation,  and  we  cannot 
be  too  thankful  to  Mrs.  Emma  L.  Hardy 
of  Ossining  for  donating  the  house  and 
grounds  and  to  the  subscribers  who  made 
it  possible  to  open  the  house  and  entertain 
130  gue,sts. 

seeds  sown  elsewhere. 

The  Association  has  done  in  the  State 
much  extension  work.  (See  Secretary's 
report.)  Seven  committees  are  started  to 


formed :  in  various  cities  in  New  York 
State,  and  in  Vermont,  where,  after  her 
Burlington  address,  the  Vermont  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  was  formed. 
( )\ving  to  the  many  quarries  in  Vermont, 
and  the  accidents  which  frequently  result 
in  Blindness,  Vermont  is  in  need  of  the 
very  help  that  Associations  of  this  sort 
can  give.  The  success  of  the  Secretary, 
Miss  Winifred  Holt,  in  organizing  and 
launching  new  undertakings  for  the  ben- 
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efit  of  the  blind — has  been  remarkable 
during  the  past  years,  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  work  thus  started  gives 
promise  of  being  continued. 

WE  WANT  TO  HELP  AND  BE  HELPED. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  this  Associa- 
tion to  work  in  harmony  with  all  agen- 
cies, whether  governmental  or  private, 
that  have  to  do  with  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind. 

Our  work  dififers  from  much  of  that  of 
others  in  that  it  is  all  outside  work ;  none 
of  it  is  institutional.  We  invite  the  co- 
operation, however,  of  all  agencies  work- 
ing toward  the  great  end  of  helping  the 
blind,  so  that  duplication  of  work  may 
be  avoided  and  yet  that  none  of  us  may 
neglect. 

In  conclusion  the  thanks  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  due  to  our  Secretary,  Miss 
Winifred  Holt,  who  has  added  another 
vear  of  intense  work  for  the  blind 
through  the  agency  of  this  Association. 

THE  MAIN-SPRING  OF  OUR  WORK. 

]\Iiss  Holt  gave  up  a  trip  abroad,  stay- 
ing in  New  York  through  the  Summer 
and  personally  conducting  the  work  of  the 


Association  from  the  Lighthouse  head- 
quarters. It  is  difficult  to  select  detail 
of  service  for  especial  praise  and  of  time 
so  constantly  given ;  suffice  it  to  say  that 
the  welfare  of  the  blind  has  had  all  of 
Miss  Holt's  time,  her  energies,  her  atten- 
tion and  her  great  gifts. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing 
that  the  Advisory  Board  has  been  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  addition  of  Senator 
Gore.  Mrs.  Hewitt  has,  unfortunately, 
been  compelled  to  give  up  the  duties  of 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  if  we  may 
not  have  her  where  we  want  her,  in  an 
executive  capacity,  we  are  glad  to  have 
her  in  council,  also  on  our  Advisory 
Board. 

We  welcome  the  formation  of  a 
Finance  Committee,  with  Mr.  Joseph  S. 
Auerbach  as  Chairman  ;  also  a  new  Trus- 
tee, Mr.  Willard  V.  King. 

I  also  desire  to  thank  the  faithful  staff 
for  loyal,  faithful  service,  the  efficiency  of 
which  has  been  greatly  increased  by  en- 
thusiasm and  great-heartedness.  We  are 
very  fortunate  in  our  helpers  and  we  are 
sincerely  indebted  to  them. 

fSd.)    Ellwood  Hendrick, 
Acting  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SEAL 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND. 


MISS  WINIFRED  HOLT. 


SIX  YEARS  OLD. 
The  Association  is  now  half  a  dozen 
years  old.    Starting'  with  a  list  of  1,000 
names,  the  largest  list  we  could  secure 


our  assets  are  :  The  work  which  we  have 
accomplished,  the  new  works  and  asso- 
ciations which  we  have  founded  or  in- 
spired by  our  example,  and  the  admira- 


Minerva  Operosa  Handing  Lamp  and  Distaff  to  Blind  Girl 
Drawn  for  and  presented  to  The  Association  by  Edwin  H.  Blashfield 


of  those  supposedly  blind,  with  a  deficit 
of  $400  for  capital,  and  for  its  home, 
rooms  in  a  private  house,  it  has  worked 
incessantly  to  profit  by  its  great  oppor- 
tunity for  service.  We  have  now  listed 
over  10,000  names,  and  our  deficit  has 
risen  from  hundreds  to  thousands.  But 


ble  plants,  from  which  and  in  which  our 
tasks  are  to  be  carried  on.  These  are 
The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial  Home, 
known  as  "The  River  Lighthouse,"  at 
Cornwall ;  the  Bourne  Model  Factory  for 
Men,  on  East  35th  Street,  and  the  Model 
Settlement  House  and  headquarters,  our 
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new  Lighthouse,  which  will  soon  be 
opened  on  59th  Street,  opposite  our  old 
Lighthouse. 

CO-OPERATION  AND  GOOD  WILL. 

Holding  fast  to  our  ideals,  earnestly  we 
have  pressed  toward  the  light,  striving  to 
co-operate  with  individuals  and  all  or- 
ganizations. The  Association  has  pushed 
all  the  lines  of  work  which  it  had  orig- 
inally planned,  and  has  investigated  and 
put  into  successful  operation  many  new 
ones.  Space  forces  us  to  condense  the 
account  of  our  tasks,  but  Our  Last  Re- 
port gives  a  detailed  review  of  five  years' 
work  and  will  be  gladly  given  on  appli- 
cation. 

"UP-STATE"  WORK. 

It  was  natural  that  though  a  State  or- 
ganization, the  Association  should  at  first 
attack  its  largest  problem  which  lay  at 
its  doors, — and  seek  to  help  that  biggest 
group  of  blind  people  nearest  home,  and 
that  its  starting  point  of  service  was  in 
Greater  New  York,  even  though  it  had 
at  that  time  in  its  office  the  census  of  the 
blind  throughout  the  State.  The  same 
year,  however,  the  Buffalo  Association 
was  opened. 

The  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  Association 
writes  in  1907,  on  the  28th  of  April 
a  number  of  leading  citizens  were 
to  meet  to  consider  carrving  out 
the  plan  outlined  by  the  Secretary  for 
establishing  an  Association  for  the 
Blind  in  Buffalo.  She  spent  the  day 
among  different  blind  people  of  Buffalo, 
remaining  some  time  to  talk  to  the  blind 
men  in  the  almshouse.  She  interviewed 
an  independent  blind  boy,  who,  with  his 
brother,  ran  a  small  broom-shop,  and  per- 
suaded him  to  undertake  a  workshop  for 
blind  men.  .  .  .  She  again  spoke  in 
the  evening.  ...  At  the  conclusion 
of  her  talk,  an  Association  was  formed 
and  a  capital  of  $1,000  voted  with  which 
to  start  it.  The  Buffalo  Association  is 
now  doing  admirably. 

Mr.  William  Sheehan  is  the  manager 
of  the  workshop  at  489  Ellicott  Street, 
Buffalo. 

The  Buffalo  Association  for  the  Blind 


was  organized  in  1907.  Its  Board  of 
Directors  consists  of  the  following  per- 
sons :  Carleton  Sprague,  president ;  Mrs. 
William  Phelps  Northrup,  vice-president ; 
Mrs.  William  H.  Gratwick,  second  vice- 
president  ;  Mr.  James  How,  treasurer, 
and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Potter,  secretary. 

SUMMER  EXTENSION  WORK. 

Mr.  Eelix  M.  Warburg  was  the  host  at 
an  informal  conference,  held  in  the 
Spring,  to  discuss  work  for  the  blind, 
which  included  among  those  present  Mr. 
Glenn,  the  Secretarv  of  the  Sage  Eounda- 
tion ;  Mr.  Folks,  Secretary  of  the  State 
Charities  Aid  :  the  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, Dr.  Einley,  and  others.  Mr.  War- 
burg generously  offered  a  fund  to  make 
possible  the  revision  of  the  State  Census. 
He  further  gave  a  sum  to  be  employed 
in  extending  the  work  of  the  Association. 
We  are  deeply  grateful  to  Mr.  Warburg 
for  his  wise  and  generous  help  in  this 
matter. 

CENSUS  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report,  with 
profound  thanks,  that  through  its  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Choate,  and  the  generous  co- 
operation of  the  State  Charities  Aid  As- 
sociation and  its  distinguished  Secretary, 
Mr.  Homer  Eolks,  that  the  census  for  the 
blind  of  the  State  has  been  largely  re- 
vised and  that  this  work  is  still  going  on. 

SEVEN  NEW  COMMITTEES  STARTED. 

We  have  to  report  the  efficient  work- 
ing of  five  State  Committees  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  the 
forming  of  two  others.  This  work  of 
providing  for  the  blind  seems,  to  many 
thoughtful  students,  to  be  a  question 
to  be  taken  up  b\-  each  community 
and  county.  That  it  is  possible  to  have 
this  done  is  shown  by  the  readiness  with 
which  the  seven  cities  approached  have 
all  agreed  to  assume  the  responsibility 
of  helping  their  own  blind.  We  earnestly 
hope  that  in  this  way  the  entire  State 
will  soon  be  covered. 

Although  this  work  was  only  started  in 
July,  through  the  abilitv  and  zeal  of  our 
field  worker.  ]\Ir.  W.  I.  Scandlin,  him- 
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self  a  blind  man,  much  has  already  been 
achieved  to  stimulate  local  interest  in  dif- 
ferent towns  and  communities.  The  hos- 
pitality extended  in  the  State  to  the  field 
officer  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Asso- 
ciation calls  for  our  grateful  recogni- 
tion. Not  only  were  they  charmingly  en- 
tertained, but  meetings  were  arranged  in 
private  houses,  where  the  committees  had 
their  initial  origin  and  public  meetings 
were  held  for  appreciative  audiences, 
who  quickly  responded  to  the  new 
committees'  call  for  moral  and  financial 
support. 

These  committees  each  consist  of  a 
small  number  of  active  workers,  some 
of  whom  are  blind.  These  are  aided  by 
other  associates  on  the  Board,  who, 
though  deeply  interested  and  ready  to 
help  in  other  ways,  cannot  afiford  to  give 
personal  service  for  the  blind.  These 
local  committees  are  coming  in  touch 
with  the  blind  in  their  own  cities  and 
throughout  their  respective  counties.  The 
parent  Association  is  privileged  to  advise 
the  committees,  who  are  eager  to 
profit  by  its  experience  with  the 
blind.  Though  at  first  we  were  glad  to 
look  up  the  blind  for  these  recent  com- 
mittees, to  hand  them  over  to  their  help- 
ful ministries,  to  in  some  cases  start 
the  home  teachers,  and  even  finance 
them,  we  find  that  generally  these 
younger  shoots  have  been  proud  to  grow 
from  their  own  roots,  to  bear  their  own 
fruit,  and  to  shelter  the  blind  in  their 
own  comforting  shadow. 

In  Utic.\  the  Hon.  T.  R.  Proctor  is  the 
Chairman  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Applegate 
one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the 
General  Committee.  They  are  ably  aided 
by  Rev.  W.  L  Maurer  and  Miss  Mar- 
garet Spaulding,  who  is  Acting  Secre- 
tary for  the  Committee,  and  who  was  at 
one  time  herself  without  sight. 

In  Rome  the  Committee  is  headed  by 
the  Hon.  A.  R.  Kessinger,  ex-Mayor  of 
the  city  and  editor  of  the  Rome  Sentinel. 

In  Syracuse  Mr.  Estabrook  is  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Murphy  is  an  able  aide. 

The  Committee  in  Binghamton  is  un- 
der the  charges  of  Gen.  Edward  F.  Jones, 


who  himself  blind  and  not  over  strong 
has  been  beautifully  zealous  and  success- 
ful in  the  work. 

The  Rev.  H.  E.  Cornwell  is  Chairman 
of  the  Elm  IRA  Committee. 

Two  other  enthusiastic  Committees  are 
organizing,  but  are  not  yet  completed. 

"Ur-STATE"  EPISODES. 

The  Field  Agent  relates  the  following 
among  his  many  sad  and  some  funny  ex- 
periences in  "York  State" : 

"In  the  outskirts  of  Utica  is  an  inter- 
esting case  of  a  blind  hero,  who,  through 
seventeen  years  of  darkness,  which  came 
upon  him  almost  with  his  first  year  of 
marriage,  has  continued  cheerful  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  with  his  blindness,  which 
was  caused  by  an  explosion,  both  hands 
were  taken  off  at  the  wrists.  His  wife 
and  son  run  the  farm,  earn  the  food  that 
sustains  them,  and  that  must  literally  be 
fed  to  him.  The  visit  of  the  Field  Agent 
did  much  to  cheer  this  man. 

"Within  three  miles  from  where  this 
man  lives  stands  the  little  country  church, 
in  which  each  Sunday  services  are  con- 
ducted by  a  blind  man,  whose  sight  was 
taken  from  him  within  a  few  years  after 
he  first  entered  the  ministry.  His  story 
is  like  that  of  many  others :  First,  the 
shock  and  horror  of  the  calamity,  then 
despair,  almost  desperation,  and  then  a 
gradual  successful  adjustment  to  the  new 
condition.  A  year  or  two  of  special 
study  enabled  him  to  see  with  his  fingers, 
and  then  return  to  his  old  parish,  a 
useful  life,  and  an  opportunity  to  lead 
his  fellow-man  along  the  lines  for  which 
his  previous  study  had  fitted  him.  He  is 
full  of  gratitude  to  the  Association  who 
taught  him  how  to  be  blind. 

"Still  within  the  limits  of  I'tica 
I  would  cite  the  case  of  a  man  about 
forty,  sightless  for  seven  years  and 
wholl}'  untrained  in  blindness.  He  is  a 
fellow  of  fine  physique,  cheery  and  jovial 
to  a  degree.  When  I  called  upon  him  I 
became  conscious  of  the  presence  of  quite 
a  group  of  children  gathered  in  the  yard, 
who  scattered  quickly  at  the  sound  of 
threats  of  dire  destruction  'if  they  did 
not  keep  away  from  that  hole.'  The 
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voice  in  question  came  from  the  bottom 
of  the  hole,  and  was  followed  by  the 
blind  man  himself,  who  had  been  engaged 
in  shoring  up  one  corner  of  his  domicile 
by  the  placing  of  heavy  planks  in  the 
hole,  which  he  had  first  dug  and  occu- 
pied with  them.  I  afterwards  learned 
that  the  children  were  very  fond  of  this 
man,  and  when  school  was  out  of  ses- 
sion more  of  them  were  likely  to  be  con- 
gregated on  or  about  his  premises  than 
in  any  other  spot  of  the  neighborhood. 
This  man  had  been  running  a  small  con- 
fectionery business,  by  means  of  which 
he  managed  to  support  his  aged  mother 
and  himself.  It  shortly  becoming  mani- 
fest, as  our  acquaintance  progressed,  that 
he  could  to  advantage  combine  chair 
caning  with  his  business  of  selling  candy, 
arrangements  were  completed  by  which 
I  secured  the  help  of  another  blind  man 
of  the  city  to  furnish  the  requisite  in- 
struction. As  a  consequence  the  blind 
man  is  now  a  chair  caner  as  well  as  a 
merchant  in  sweetmeats." 

A  BUSY  BLIND  FARMER. 

Mr.  Scandlin  further  writes :  "Calling 
at  a  large  and  modernly  appointed  farm- 
house, I  made  inquiries  for  a  young 
blind  fellow  of  twenty-two,  and  was 
directed  to  a  field  a  mile  up  the  road, 
where  all  hands  were  busy  loading  hay 
before  the  approach  of  a  threatening 
shower.  Starting  for  the  field  I  met  a 
big  load  of  hay,  drawn  by  two  horses,  on 
the  way  to  the  barn.  On  the  top  of  the 
load  was  the  man  in  question.  Follow- 
ing the  load  to  the  barn,  my  guide  in- 
formed me  that  this  man  was  the  first 
ofi^  the  load,  and  that  he  could  not  be  the 
man  I  wanted,  because  he  was  not  blind. 
After  doing  his  full  share  of  lifting  and 
placing  planks  for  a  runway  on  which 
the  load  was  driven  into  the  barn,  he 
came  straight  to  where  we  stood,  talked 
briefly,  excused  himself  on  account  of 
pressure  of  work,  and  dismissed  us  as 
gracefully  as  had  he  possessed  as  many 
eyes  as  a  fly."  He  may  be  useful  in  help- 
ing the  work  for  the  less  independent 
blind. 


FOUR    WORKSHOPS    ALREADY   DOING  GOOD 
WORK. 

At  the  time  of  the  Association  starting 
there  was  only  one  workshop  in  Greater 
New  York,  but  there  are  now  four  or- 
ganized in  the  following  order: 

First.  The  pioneer  workshop  in  the 
State — The  Brooklyn  Industrial  Home 
for  Blind  Men — ably  conducted  by  its 
blind  Superintendent  and  thoughtful  stu- 
dent of  work  for  the  blind,  Mr.  Eben  P. 
Morford,  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Association. 

Second.  The  Workshop  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Third.  The  excellent  broom-shop  in 
Buffalo,  under  the  direction  also  of  its 
blind  Superintendent,  Mr.  William  Shee- 
han. 

Fourth.  The  workshop  recently 
opened  in  Elmira. 

The  workshop  of  the  Association  has 
a  capacity  for  about  100  more  men  than 
are  at  present  employed,  and  if  Mr.  Mor- 
ford realizes  his  ideal  for  his  workshop 
it  will  doubtless  have  a  greater  capacity. 
We  earnestly  hope  that  he  will  soon 
have  the  money  both  for  the  working 
capital,  which  he  has  sought  for  so  long, 
and  to  extend  his  plant. 

The  Committees  organizing  throughout 
the  State  will  doubtless  open  workshops 
where  they  are  needed,  but  the  number 
of  able-bodied  men  in  any  community 
who  have  lost  their  sight  and  are  fitted 
for  industrial  work  is  not  very  large  and 
therefore  provision  of  this  kind  for  them 
need  not  be  large.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  the  problem  of  the  rural  blind,  who 
are  very  widely  scattered,  will  best  be 
met  by  home  teaching  and  home  work, 
such  as  is  being  taken  up  by  most  organ- 
izations for  their  welfare,  and  has  been 
so  satisfactorily  done  in  Germany,  both 
bv  the  Saxon  System  and  that  of  the 
Rhenish  country. 

FOUNDING  OF  THE  VERMONT  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND. 

As  we  are  going  to  press  it  is  with 
great  satisfaction  that  we  are  able  to  an- 
nounce that,  after  a  talk  by  the  Secretary 
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the  higli  school  in  Burlington,  Vermont, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Clifa  Club  in 
the  Vermont  Association  for  the  Blind 
was  founded,  with  the  following  officers 
on  the  Executive  Committee,  which  is 
still  to  be  completed : 

H.  E.  Percival,  Honorary  Chairman. 

Miss  Elsie  Brown,  Secretary. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Wales,  Recording 
Secretary. 

The  Rev.  Charles  C.  Wilson,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  B.  J.  Andrews. 

Mr.  George  Marshall  Allen. 

Prof.  G.  H.  Perkins. 

Mr.  Joseph  Frank. 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Chittenden. 

All  communications  concerning  this 
Association  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Recording  Secretary,  at  the  Neighbor- 
hood House,  Burlington.  Vermont.  For 
further  particulars,  see  the  report  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

WORK  SPREADING  QUICKLY. 

Everywhere  we  hear  of  new  ac- 
tivities being  started  for  the  blind  in 
the  State,  and  there  seems  to  be  every 
indication  that  before  long  the  diffi- 
cult3^  will  not  be  to  provide  for  them, 
but  to  prevent  the  sympathy  and  interest 
of  the  community  in  the  blind  expressing 
itself  in  un-needed  philanthropies  and  by 
the  duplication  of  work. 

AN  ENCOURAGING  OUTLOOK. 

Many  students  of  the  question  feel 
that  it  is  not  too  optimistic  to  say  that 
the  problem  of  blindness  is  one  which  is 
diminishing  steadily  with  time. 

From  every  part  of  our  country  and 
from  the  Old  World  comes  the  clarion 
call  to  stop  blindness,  to  prevent  blind- 
ness in  babies  and  children  from  pre- 
ventable disease  and  accidents.  In 
grown-ups,  from  avertable  accidents,  by 
the  provision  of  safety  devices  in  fac- 
tories, mines  and  of  industries  in 
general,  less  eye  strain,  less  overwork. 
Blindness  must  be  stopped  through 
saner  social  conditions  for  young  and 
old,  and  often  by  the  same  methods  as 
are  used  to  stamp  out  tuberculosis. 


In  our  own  country  ever-increasing 
and  vigilant  laws  are  being  enacted  for 
the  prevention  of  infant  ophthalmia ;  for 
distribution  through  the  State  of  a  pro- 
phylactic free  of  cost  to  stop  this  dire 
and  unnecessary  disease,  for  increased 
promptness  in  the  registration  of  births 
and  other  precautions.  Through  better 
factory  laws  to  regulate  fairer  condi- 
tions in  them  and  in  sweatshops. 
Through  increasingly  stringent  immigra- 
tion laws  we  exclude  the  diseases  which 
formerly  were  frequently  imported  and, 
despite  precautions,  allowed  to  spread 
in  this  country. 

Even  now  nothing  like  the  horrible 
conditions  described  years  ago  by  Dr. 
Derby  exists,  and  many  babies  see  who, 
under  the  old  regime,  would  have  been 
blind.  Helen  Keller's  prophecy  that  the 
institutions,  to  which  we  now  point  with 
pride,  will  remain  as  monuments  to  our 
ignorance  and  to  the  useless  sufifering 
which  we  have  endured,  may  before  long 
come  true. 

Nevertheless,  we  must  not  relinquish 
our  vigilant  campaign  to  prevent  or  to 
help,  though  we  hope  that  the  present 
statement,  frequently  made  but  probably 
inaccurate,  that  in  most  civilizations  there 
is  one  blind  person  to  every  thousand, 
will  be  soon  proven  untrue,  and  that 
there  will  not  be  one  blind  person  in 
many  thousand. 

The  whole  glorious  trend  is  to  dimin- 
ish blindness  and  to  make  the  lot  of  the 
blind  not  only  bearable  and  honorable, 
but  happy  and  useful  to  themselves  and 
of  valuable  service  even  to  their  seeing 
fellows. 

PERMANENT   NEEDS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

But  even  when  conditions  are  vastly 
better  and  economy  in  waste  of  e\esight 
has  been  well  seen  to,  still  the  diminished 
nimiber  of  blind  will  have  the  need  which 
the  Lighthouse  stands  chiefly  ready  to 
cope  with. 

PROGRESS. 

The  problem  of  the  adult  blind 
man  and  woman  is  one  which  must  be 
met  through  information  and  training 
stations,  by   our   new   Lighthouse,  the 
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workshop,  the  Vacation  Home,  and  by 
every  other  wise  effort  for  their  well- 
being. 

THE  PREVENTION'  OF  r.I.INDNESS. 

That  about  one-half  of  the  blind- 
ness could  be  prevented  is  slowly  but 
surely  becoming  recognized  by  social 
workers  and  the  public,  as  it  has 
many  years  been  realized  by  doctors 
and  scientists.  The  work  of  preach- 
ing the  gospel  of  prevention  is  stead- 
ilv  carried  on  with  live  voice  by  the 
workers  and  friends  of  the  Association, 
as  well  as  by  printed  propaganda,  pic- 
tures and  stereopticon,  lectures  before  all 
sorts  and  kinds  of  audiences,  and  special 
exhibits  at  congresses  and  conventions 
of  social  workers,  doctors,  etc.  The  fact 
that  the  State  of  Ar.VRVLANn,  through  the 
work  of  the  Maryland  Committee  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness,  of  which  Mr. 
Bonaparte  is  President,  and  Mrs.  Blood- 
good  Secretary,  has  passed  special  laws 
to  prevent  the  blinding  of  infants  through 
infant  ophthalmia,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee has  aroused  the  entire  State,  through 
correspondence  with  doctors  and  hos- 
pitals, to  take  up  the  cry  to  stop  blind- 
ness is  encouraging.  The  Citv  of  Balti- 
more is  being  divided  into  districts  so 
that  the  nurses  and  doctors  can  better 
cope  with  the  problem  of  prevention 
without  overlapping  in  their  efforts.  This 
is  an  excellent  precaution.  Space 
does  not  permit  us  to  mention  here 
the  many  encouraging  aspects  of 
this  phase  of  the  work.  More  detailed 
information  of  the  Association's  part  in 
it  is  given  elsewhere  in  the  report  of  the 
Special  Committee  for  the  Prevention 
OF  Blindness. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

The  splendid  work  being  done  for  the 
blind  in  the  public  school  shows  daily 
more  reason  for  educating  blind  children 
who  have  proper  home  conditions  in  this 
normal  fashion,  which  prepares  them  to 
work  side  by  side  as  a  matter  of  course 
with  their  seeing  fellows.  The  sympathy 
of  Dr.  Maxwell  and  the  fidelity  and  in- 
genuity displayed  by  Miss  Bingham,  the 


Inspector  of  the  Blind  in  the  Public 
Schools,  is  stimulating  and  helpful  to 
others  who  are  cooing  with  the  problems 
of  blindness.  One  hundred  and  sixty 
blind  children  are  now  in  the  Public 
Schools  of  Greater  New  York.  The  As- 
sociation remembers  with  pride  that  it 
was  instrumental  in  securing  the  admis- 
sion by  the  Board  of  Education  of  New 
York  to  them  of  the  first  blind  child 
in  their  school.  From  this  small  begin- 
ning the  closest  co-operation  has  grown 
up  between  the  Board  of  Education  and 
the  Lighthouse  workers. 

The  Outlook  said  editorially:  "Dr. 
Maxwell,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  has  already  publicly  acknowl- 
edged the  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of 
ICducation  to  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  for  information  and  guid- 
ance which  the  Board  of  lulucation  has 
received  in  its  dealing  with  the  import- 
ant question  of  the  education  of  sightless 
children.  Xo  philanthropic  society  in  the 
city  deserves  public  support  and  interest 
on  the  ground  of  effective  work  more 
than  the  Association  of  which  Miss  Holt 
is  Secretary." 

.\    I'.VRTY    GIVEN    BY    THE    BLIND  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN  AT  THE  LIGHT- 
HOUSE. 

It  was  a  very  great  pleasure  to  have 
the  usual  order  of  hospitality  reversed 
and  to  have  the  Lighthouse  crew  play- 
ing guests  instead  of  hosts  to  the  public 
school  children,  who  invaded  the  Light- 
house. The  blind  school  children  gave 
us  a  glorious  surpri.se  party,  and  in  the 
delightful  introductory  address  made  by 
Aliss  Bingham,  Inspector  of  the  Blind  in 
the  Public  Schools,  she  said  that  by  the 
talents  and  abilities  which  were  displayed 
by  the  blind  youngsters,  thev  wished 
to  show  their  gratitude  to  the  Association 
for  what  it  had  done  for  them  as  philoso- 
pher and  friend,  as  well  as  providing  in 
the  Lighthouse  a  playhouse  and  a  pub- 
lishing house.  A  programme  followed, 
consisting  of  songs,  violin  playing,  reci- 
tations and  readings  from  the  small 
Braille  magazine.  The  Searchlight,  which 
is  sent  out  by  the  Lighthouse.  '  The  most 
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notable  event  was  a  play,  written  by  Miss 
Fallon  and  acted  by  the  blind  children 
themselves.  It  was  full  of  bright  words, 
merrily  rendered  by  the  children  in  an 
enthusiastic  spirit  of  fun,  which  in  this 
rtspect  no  trained  professionals  could 
have  outshone.  The  climax  of  the  enter- 
tainment was  the  presentation  by  the  two 
smallest  children  of  a  huge  basket  of 
flowers,  which  divided  itself  into  twelve 


given  to  him  by  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  they  were  rightfully  proud.  At 
the  dinner  given  to  Sir  Robert  the  an- 
nouncement was  made  by  the  President 
of  the  Association  that  the  blind  boys 
had  joined  the  organization.  This  news 
was  enthusiastically  received  by  the  dis- 
tinguished company,  to  whom  Dr.  Fin- 
ley  sympathetically  explained,  that  after 
all  the  real  prowess  of  the  scout  consist- 
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bouquets,  each  sent  from  the  children  of 
one  of  the  public  schools  to  the  Light- 
house Keepers. 

BLIXn  BOY  SCOUTS  ACT  AS  HONOR  GUARD. 

The  organization  of  a  group  of 
blind  public  school  children  into 
Lighthouse  Scouts  has  been  a  great 
success.  When  they  were  selected 
bv  Sir  Robert  I'aden-Powell  to  be 
his   honor   guard    at    the    great  rally 


ed  in  the  keenness  of  his  hearing,  and 
that  the  true  scout  was  the  listener. 

There  is  no  reason  that  the  blind  boy, 
aided  when  necessary  by  a  seeing  chum, 
whom  in  return  he  can  help  with  his 
( I  nick  ear  and  his  ten  eyes,  as  we  are 
fond  of  calling  their  fingers,  should  not 
subscribe  to  all  the  rules  governing  the 
other  boys.  They  enjoy  drill,  all  kinds 
of  exercise,  many  games,  and  are  clever 
in   tying  knots   required  to  be  known 
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by  every  scout.  A  blind  friend  of  the 
Association,  who  was  at  one  time  much 
on  ships,  teaches  the  boys  to  tie  true 
seaman's  knots. 

That  they  can  keep  their  word  to  lead 
uprig-ht  and  good  lives,  and  do  some 
helpful  act  each  day,  has  been  adequately 
shown  alreadv. 


his  sharp  teeth  and,  dragging  it  with  him, 
tore  like  the  wind  around  the  shop,  the 
infuriated  shopkeeper,  breathless,  run- 
ning after  him.  The  whole  episode  cre- 
ated much  noise  and  disturbance  among 
the  shoppers.  Amidst  this  confusion, 
small,  white  and  scared,  stood  the  tiny 
Scout,  his  nurse  fearing  a   scolding  if 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
The  Lighthouse  Boy  Scouts  in  the  Field  at  Cornwall 


THE  PLUCK  OF  A  LIGHTHOUSE  SCOUT. 

A  case  of  courageous  truthfulness  was 
shown  by  one  of  our  small  Lighthouse 
Scouts.  Delicate  and  sensitive  by  nature, 
shrinking  from  noise  or  argument,  he 
one  day  went  shopping  with  his  nurse, 
accompanied  by  his  faithful  puppy.  In 
a  shop  the  puppy  surreptitiously  and  glee- 
fully discovered  a  tempting  bit  of  bright 
colored  material  belonging  to  a  long  and 
attractive  bolt  of  dress  goods.  With 
fiendish  glee  he  seized  the  stuff  between 


her  mistress  learned  of  the  tragedy,  for 
such  it  proved  to  be,  as  the  puppy  had 
soiled  and  torn  the  cloth,  said  to  the 
child,  as  the  angry  shopkeeper  approach- 
ed, "Don't  tell  him  where  we  live ;  give 
him  a  false  address."  But  when  the  out- 
raged owner  asked  the  Scout  where  his 
parents  lived,  so  that  he  could  be  paid 
for  the  loss  of  material,  to  the  utter  sur- 
prise of  the  nurse,  the  small  child,  whom 
she  had  ruled  heretofore  with  an  iron 
hand,  disobeyed  her  and,  squaring  his 
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shoulders  in  true  Scout  fashion,  clearly 
and  accurately  gave  his  name  and  ad- 
dress. ]\Iuch  scolded  by  his  nurse,  he 
finally  arrived  at  his  mother's.  He  told 
her  tiiat  he  was  very  sorry  that  his  nurse 
was  so  upset  and  that  the  puppy  had 
spoiled  a  piece  of  cloth,  for  which  five 
dollars  would  have  to  be  paid.  "Nurse 
didn't  want  me  to  tell  the  man  our  true 
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home,"  he  said,  "but  you  see,  mother,  of 
course  I  couldn't  help  telling-  him  the 
truth  because  I'm  a  Lighthouse  Scout 
now,  you  know." 

The  boys  meet  weekly  now  at  the 
Lighthouse  for  work  and  fun,  and  in  the 
Summer  for  three  days  they  played  camp 
in  the  country  at  Cornwall  and  had  a 
royal  time. 

If  all  this  seems  to  you  like  a  fairy 
story,  drop  into  the  Lighthouse  some 
Saturday  afternoon  and  watch  the  boys 
drilling  or  playing  in  the  yard,  hear  the 


joyous  shouting,  and  let  them  give  j'ou 

one  of  their  lustv  cheers : 

"Rah!  Rah!  Rah! 

Here  we  are. 

Lighthouse  Scout  Bovs, 

Ha!  Ha!  Ha!" 

We  believe  that  we  are  perfectly 
safe  in  assuring  you  that  you  will  never 
hear  more  noise  from  so  small  a  crowd. 
(  For  further  particulars  see  Chairman's 
"report.") 

THE  CAMP  FIRE  GIRLS. 

It  was  a  logical  step,  of  course,  when 
the  boys  began  to  boast  of  being  Scouts, 
that  the  blind  public  school  girls  wanted 
to  be  Scoutesses,  and  so  the  Lighthouse 
Watchers  decided  to  let  them  join  The 
Camp  Fire  Girls,  which  we  were  told  at 
the  National  Headquarters  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  was  the  organization  for  girls 
most  resembling  their  own  efforts.  The 
Ciuardian  of  the  Fire,  who  corresponds 
to  tlie  Scoutmaster  for  the  boys,  is  her- 
self partially  blind,  and  perhaps  there- 
fore brings  to  her  task,  of  making  the 
girls,  through  exercises  and  games  and 
high  ideals,  strong  and  merry,  an  un- 
usual degree  of  insight  and  sympathy, 
which  will  do  much  to  help  them  to  over- 
come their  handicap. 

.SUMMER  CLASS  FOR  BOYS. 

A  happy  novelty  in  the  work  was  the 
opening,  under  the  earnest  leadership  of 
one  of  the  teachers  of  the  Association,  of 
a  class  in  basketry  and  chair  can- 
ing for  some  of  the  blind  boys  of 
the  public  schools.  Instruction  in  ath- 
letics at  the  latter  part  of  each  day's 
session  met  with  an  eager  following.  The 
class  was  productive  not  only  of  excellent 
work,  but  of  a  new  attitude  of  enthusiasm 
from  the  boys  for  their  teacher  as  well  as 
for  their  tasks,  and  a  realization  of  the 
great  fun  there  was  in  making  things 
and  in  working  seriously  to  develop  their 
muscles  and  to  strengthen  their  bodies  bv 
systematic  exercise  and  the  learning  of 
games  in  a  sportsmanlike  fashion.  There 
is  no  way  of  computing  the  good  results 
obtained  immediatelv  in  this  class  or  for 
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the  future  by  keeping'  the  boys  busy  and 
Hvely  during  the  hot  weather  instead  of 
leaving  them  to  the  slothful  blindness 
into  which  their  leisure  in  holidays  is 
only  too  apt  to  degenerate. 

PUNISHMENTS  SUPERFLUOUS. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  pupils  were 
kept  so  interested  in  their  handicrafts 
and  athletics  that  it  was  unnecessary  to 
enforce  punishment  or  severe  discipline 
at  any  time.  The  secret  was  that  they 
liked  their  work  and  their  teacher  too 
much  to  waste  their  time,  but  their  spirits 
sufifered  in  no  way  from  their  industry. 

The  writer  well  remembers  on  the  first 
visit  made  to  the  class,  which  was  held 
at  the  Bourne  workshop,  that  the  boys, 
many  of  them  were  old  friends  and 
Scouts,  on  hearing  of  her  advent  rushed 
swiftly  and  surreptitiously  to  the  roof 
garden,  where  with  great  solemnity  they 
stood  on  their  heads  and  waved  their 
feet  in  welcome,  a  truly  joyful  and  new 
manner  for  a  schoolboy  to  present  arms. 
The  whole  episode  was  done  so  quickly 
and  so  seriously  that  it  was  funny  beyond 
description. 

"the  searchlight." 

Tlic  ScarcJiUi^ht,  which  is  sent  out 
from  the  Lighthouse  and  has  been  edited 
by  the  Lighthouse  Keeper,  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  having  in  Mrs.  Putnam 
Remsen  a  new  and  active  editor. 

The  little  magazine  is  sent  to  the  blind 
children  who  want  it.  It  represents,  to 
a  certain  degree,  a  miniature  St.  Nich- 
olas for  them,  and  includes  a  "Letter 
Box."  Many  are  the  interesting  letters 
sent  to  the  post-mistress  in  Braille  and 
New  York  Point  from  the  children  and 
reproduced  in  the.  magazine.  There  are 
always  letters  from  the  post-mistress 
and  the  Lighthouse  Keeper,  commenting 
on  special  things  of  interest  to  the  chil- 
dren and  giving  them  the  latest  news. 
There  is  always,  as  one  blind  child  said. 
''Stories  of  folks  what  have  done 
things."  These  folks  are  quite  apt  to  be 
blind  people,  who  have  conquered  their 
handicap  and  treated  it  as  an  opportu- 
nity for  greater  concentration,  achieve- 


ment and  usefulness.  Of  course,  there 
is  apt  also  to  be  a  story  of  adventure  or 
a  fairy  story.  There  have  also  been  pic- 
tures used  in  Tlie  Searchlight,  raised 
drawings,  which  the  children  could  read 
with  their  ten  eyes,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  the  editors  to  find  that  they  were  very 
much  liked,  and  requests  have  been  made 
for  more. 

The  Searchlight  is  published  when  it 
seems  most  fitting-,  and  appears  from 
time  to  time,  at  present  quarterly,  and  is 
always  sure  of  a  very  hearty  welcome. 

"the  searchlight  committee" 

"The  Searchlight  Committee,"  organ- 
ized over  a  year  ago  to  befriend  chil- 
dren, has  been  responsible  for  bringing 
much  brightness  into  their  lives.  It  has 
now  to  do  mostly  with  the  small  chil- 
dren, as  those  suitable  for  the  roles  of 
Scouts  or  Camp  Fire  Girls  are  speedily 
drafted  into  these  organizations.  But 
we  had  some  great  children's  parties : 
Games,  blind  man's  buf¥,  musical  chairs, 
presents,  music  and  phonograph,  ice 
cream  and  cake. 

The  following  stories  are  characteristic 
of  the  children  : 

A  little  blind  girl  said  to  her  seeing 
chum :  "Hurry  up,  bind  your  eyes,  so 
you  can  ]3lay  blind  man's  buff  with  me." 

A  small  blind  Scout  teaching  a  seeing 
schoolmate  to  tie  a  Scout's  knot :  "No, 
So.  You  don't  see ;  look  here,  can't  you 
see  that  ?  I  can.  It's  very  easy  to  tie  if 
you  will  only  look  at  it." 

women's  work. 

The  Weaving  Class  of  the  Lighthouse 
and  the  work  in  Basketry  have  devel- 
oped, and  we  feel  confident  that  the 
things  that  are  made  by  the  blind  can 
stand  competition  and  usually  surpass  in 
excellence  similar  articles  made  by  the 
seeing.  Draperies,  with  as  many  as  six 
different  colors,  woven  in  patterns,  have 
been  successfully  turned  out  by  the 
Lighthouse  weavers.  Their  work  has 
perhaps  distinction  in  blind  work  from 
the  fact  that  the  artisans  are  all  able  to 
execute,  without  supervision,  after  a  rea- 
sonable apprenticeship,  all  the  processes 
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required  in  their  industries.  The  blind 
o;irl  threads  her  loom,  which  has  as 
many  some  times  as  four  hundred 
threads,  prepares  her  own  material, 
fastens  it  to  her  own  shuttle,  weaves  the 
article  including-  the  pattern.  The  only 
assistance  which  she  gets  is  the  direction 
as  to  what  colors  she  is  to  use  and  what 
design  she  is  to  follow. 

THE  H.XPPY  WEB  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

A  weaver  who  came  to  us  with  rapidl\- 
failing  vision  and  who  has  recently  lost 
her  sight  says  that  "since  her  sight  has 
gone  her  work  has  greatly  improved. 

Another  blind  worker,  after  leading  a 
working  life  as  a  wage  earner,  tells  us 
that  she  thought  all  hope  dead  and  life 
over  at  twenty-five.  After  being  away 
all  summer  and  working  on  her  loom  out 
under  the  trees,  she  comes  back  a  wage 
earner  again.  The  feeling  of  regained  in- 
dependence makes  her  glad  and  her  hap- 
py laugh  is  a  help  to  us  all. 

Two  of  our  workers  have  earned  mon- 
ey to  purchase  their  own  looms  for  work 
at  home  and  weave  every  evening  with 
pleasure  and  profit. 

BASKETRY. 

Basketry  is  a  pleasant  variety  for  the 
girls,  and  includes  rafiia  work  and  wil- 
low work.  Some  of  this  is  particularly 
good  and  practical  in  the  shape  of  trays 
with  wooden  bottoms  which  are  excel- 
lent and  highly  durable  as  well  as 
exceedingly  pretty. 

POTTERY. 

We  experimented  also  in  pottery  and 
the  girls  enjoyed  it  very  much ;  though 
we  sold  the  product  we  did  not 
consider  it  a  money-making  enter- 
prise, and  the  small  amount  which  we 
have  made  has  been  largely  to  give  the 
girls  a  change  of  work,  which  they  en- 
joyed, especially  when  they  could  potter 
in  the  yard  in  the  pleasant  spring 
weather. 

KNITTING,  CROCHETING,  ETC. 

W'c  are  proud  of  the  many  useful  arti- 
cles which  our  women  knit  and  crochet 


and  by  supervising  their  work  we  obtain 
exquisite  articles,  which  we  can  easily 
dispose  of.  Most  of  these  are  made  in 
their  homes,  with  the  Home  Teacher  as 
supervisor. 

COOKING. 

Our  blind  cooks  are  doing  exceeding- 
ly well,  and  while  they  occasionally 
bake  us  a  good  cake  for  Lighthouse  tea, 
the  main  advantage  of  their  training  is 
that  they  become  so  proficient  in  their 
homes  that  not  infrequently  where  they 
formerly  have  been  considered  useless 
drains  on  their  family,  they  now,  as  the 
providers  of  excellent  food  for  it,  are 
often  regarded  as  the  most  important 
members  of  the  household.  We  are  told 
that  this  is  the  usual  attitude  of  the  com- 
munity to  its  cook,  no  matter  what  her 
handicaps  may  be. 

THE  OPENING  OF  THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP 
OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
THE  BLIND. 

The  most  important  step  in  the  re- 
cent history  of  the  emancipation  of  the 
blind  in  this  community  was  probably 
the  opening  of  the  Bourne  workshop 
on  October  sixteenth.  Miss  Emily  H. 
IJourne,  who  had  become  increasingly 
interested  in  the  emancipation  of  the 
blind  the  more  she  studied  their  prob- 
lems, not  only  presented  through  her 
representative,  Mr.  Beers,  to  Mr.  Sat- 
terlee,  who  represented  the  Association 
on  that  date,  the  key  to  perhaps  the  most 
perfect  industrial  plant  for  the  blind,  but 
besides  giving  the  building,  she  present- 
ed the  land  free  from  debt. 

Among  the  distinguished  persons  who 
accepted  Miss  Bourne's  invitation  to 
speak  at  the  opening  and  to  remain  as 
her  guests  after  the  services,  were  the 
Bishop  of  New  York,  Rabbi  Magnus, 
Monsignor  Lavelle,  President  McAneny 
of  the  Borough  of  Manhattan ;  Mr. 
George  Haven  Putnam,  acting  as  chair- 
man, and  Mr.  Eben  P.  Morford,  direc- 
tor of  the  Brooklvn  Industrial  Home 
for  Blind  Men.  The  Blind  Boy  Scouts 
assisted,  and  the  Secretary  was  request- 
ed to  give  thanks  in  behalf  of  the  work- 
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men,  who  demonstrated  their  skill  dur- 
ing the  afternoon.  Mr.  Bruno  Huhn 
generously  accompanied  Mr.  Resnikoff, 
the  blind  baritone,  who  sang  most  sym- 
])athetically.  The  ceremony  was  con- 
cluded by  the  audience  rising  and  join- 
ing in  the  national  anthem. 

Miss  Bourne  received  the  most  truly 
merited  appreciation  not  only  for  her 
splendid  gift,  but  for  the  successful  car- 
rying out  of  a  beautiful  and  unique 
ceremony. 

Her  gift  is  one  which,  though  we  real- 
ize now  its  glorious  usefulness,  must  in- 
creasingly grow  in  value  as  its  possi- 
bilities for  enduring  good  and  for  stim- 
ulating discoveries  to  help  those  for 
whom  she  has  provided  are  realized. 
(See  also  the  reports  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  and  Chairman 
of  the  Workshop  Committee.) 


THE     PROGR.\^IME     OF  THE 
OPENING  OF  THE  BOURNE 
\A^ORKSHOP  OF  THE  NEW 
YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

Mr.  George  Haven   Putnam^  Chairman 

Opeinii£^  Prayer — The  Bishop  of  New 
York 

Music— Mr.  William  Resnikofif 

Mr.  Bruno  Huhn  will  kindly  accom- 
pany. 

Readings;  from  Psalms — 
Rabbi  Leon  Judah  Magnes 

Address — Mr.  George  McAneny 

President  of  the  Borough  of  Manhattan 

Address— Mr.  Eben  P.  Morford 

Superintendent  of  the  Brooklyn  Indus- 
trial Home  for  Blind  Men 
President  of  The  American  Associa- 
tion of  Blind  Workers 

Presentation  of  tlie  Bitildin<^ — 
Mr.  Lucius  H.  Beers 

Acceptance  of  the  Buildiner  for  the  Nezv 
York  Association  for  the  Blind — Mr. 
Herbert  L.  Satterlee 


.Iddress — Miss  Winifred  Holt 

Secretary  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind 

Music — Mr.  Resnikofif  and  Mr.  Huhn 

Benediction — The  Right  Rev.  Alonsignor 
M.  J.  Lavelle 

DINNJlR  given  by  miss  EMILY  H.  r.OURNE 
TO  THE 

Workers  of  the  Bourne  Workshop 
OF  the 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Miss  Bourne  very  generously  gave 
a  delightful  dinner  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning, October  17th,  after  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Workshop  to  the  men. 
Each  man  was  asked  to  bring  a  seeing 
guest.  Provision  was  made  for  100. 
Miss  Bourne  honored  the  occasion  with 
her  presence,  and  in  a  short  and  very 
touching  speech  won  the  hearts  of  all 
present.  Among  the  other  significant 
things  which  she  said  in  her  address  was, 
that  the  industrious  and  brave  blind  could 
act  as  lantern  bearers  to  the  seeing. 

The  dinner  was  followed  by  much  elo- 
quence and  humor,  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
gram which  follows.  Dr.  Riley,  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Char- 
ities, who  was  one  of  the  guests  of  honor 
of  the  evening,  spoke  in  a  luminous  spirit 
of  the  need  of  studying  and  developing 
work  for  the  blind,  and  having  a  co-oper- 
ative and  harmonious  spirit  in  all  work. 

Miss  Bingham,  the  Inspector  of  the 
Blind  in  the  Public  Schools,  bore  elo- 
quent testimony  to  the  part  that  the  Shop 
was  destined  to  play  in  industrial  train- 
ing of  blind  school  children. 

The  Secretary  was  also  called  upon  to 
speak  in  behalf  of  the  Association. 

Miss  Bourne  was  presented  with  a  foot 
stool,  rush-seated,  from  the  Caning  De- 
partment, with  various  brooms  from  the 
Broom  Making  Department,  and  with  an 
enormous  and  beautiful  bunch  of  roses 
from,  the  Workshop  Committee. 

The  workmen  on  behalf  of  each  de- 
partment made  unusually  good  and  ap- 
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propriate  addresses,  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  A\'orkshop  Committee  spoke  in  be- 
half of  tliat  body  with  fervent  apprecia- 
tion of  the  sig-nificance  of  Aliss  Bonrne's 
splendid  g'ift. 

The  evening-  conckided  witli  songs  by 
Air.  Resnikoff,  the  bHnd  baritone,  and 
general  singing  by  all  present. 

Miss  Bourne  insisted  on  shaking  h-ands 
with  all  of  her  guests  before  leaving,  and 
nianv  were  the  heartfelt  and  touching 
words  of  appreciation  which  she  received 
as  she  met  everyone  personally. 

This  first  social  event  in  the  Work- 
shop, we  hope,  marks  a  new  era  of  good- 
will and  happiness,  as  well  as  progress 
in  work  for  the  blind. 

SPEAKERS  AT  THE  WORK- 
SHOP DINNER 

Toastiiiastcr — 'Sir.  \Y.  I.  Scandlin 

President   of   Blind   ]\Ien's  Improve- 
ment Club 

Chainiiaii's  Address — "Our  Hostess  and 
Guest"— Mr.  W.  I.  Scandlin 

Address — "The  Assoeiatioii" — Mr.  Brad- 
ley Stoughton 
Chairman  of  the  Workshop  Committee 

Presentation — From  the  Broom  Depart- 
ment— Mr.  Dafter 

Address— 'The  Workshop"— 'Mr. T>Q\N\ti 
Kellinger 

Superintendent  of  the  Workshop 

Presentation — From  tlie  CJiair  Caning 
Department — Air.  Holmes 

Address — "T]ie  Cause" — Mr.  Eben  P. 
Morford 

President  of  the  .\merican  Associa- 
tion of  Workers  for  the  Blind 

Presentation — From  Blvtd  Public  School 
Boys'  Summer  Class — Mr.  Grant  Lon- 
gernecker 

Instructor  of  Boys'  Department 


rk  Association  for  the  Bhnd 

WORK  FOR  MEN. 

Of  course  the  workshop  in  the  splen- 
did quarters  given  by  Miss  Bourne 
promises  a  great  extension  not  only  in 
the  kind  of  work  now  being  done,  but 
in  studying  new  industries  for  the 
blind.  We  are  taking  up  mop-mak- 
ing and  hope  to  follow  this  quickly  with 
investigations  which  will  lead  to  the  dis- 
covery and  adoption  of  other  and  profit- 
able occupations. 

RESTAURANT  AND  SHOWER  BATHS. 

The  furnishing  of  hot  food  from  the 
restaurant  in  the  building  to  the  men  at 
cost  price  must  have  an  excellent  efi^ect 
on  them  and  their  industry.  Tea  and 
coffee  are  furnished  to  thein  at  one  cent 
and  two  cents  a  cup,  while  a  meat  dish 
with  bread  costs  seven  cents.  Special 
study  is  being  made  to  provide  the  most 
nutritious  food  at  cost. 

The  sprays  to  refreshen  them  after 
their  work  and  the  room  for  recreation 
and  the  roof  garden  should  be  productive 
of  great  happiness  and  increasing  effi- 
ciency among  them. 


CLASS  IN.STRUCTION. 

The  men  have  also  been  instructed  in- 
dividually at  the  Lighthouse  in  basketry, 
typewriting,  typewriting  from  the  phon- 
ograph, switchboard  operating,  reading 
and  writing,  the  playing  of  gaiues,  and 
even  wireless  telegraphy. 

SWITCHBOARD  OPERATING. 

Though  we  have  not  pushed  switch- 
board operating,  as  its  success  depends 
so  very  largely  on  the  personality  of  the 
blind  person,  we  have  still  some  encour- 
aging pupils  and  those  whom  we  already 
have  placed  hold  their  own.  The  fact 
that  blindness  coupled  with  an  unat- 
tractive, slow  personality  unfits  an  in- 
dividual for  work  requiring  dexterity 
and  frequent  contact  with  the  outside 
world,  is  one  which  is  not  sufficiently 
appreciated,  as  a  rule,  by  the  friends  of 
the  blind  or  the  blind  themselves. 
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MASSAGE. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  fields  of  work 
open  to  the  bhnd  and  the  service  which 
they  are  able  to  give  to  the  seeing  in 
this  way  is  unequaled. 

For  many  years  the  truth  of  this  has 
been  recognized  in  Japan  and  for  some 
time  in  England,  where  well  known  phy- 
sicians will  only  recommend  blind  mas- 
seurs to  their  patients. 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

TIk-   Blind  Stenograplier  who  took  dictation 
from  President  Taft.      She  is  using  a 
new  Shorthand  Machine 


The  Association  is  glad  to  send  skillful 
and  highly  recommended  masseurs  and 
masseuses  on  application  to  its  office. 

STKNOGRAPIIY. 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  stenographic 
work  of  the  Association  is  still  largely 
done  by  the  blind  stenographers  of  the 
staff,  and  that  there  are  no  seeing  sten- 
ographers on  it.     Tt  may  interest  some 


of  our  new  friends  to  know  that  one  of 
our  blind  stenographers  was,  as  far  as 
we  have  information,  the  first  blind 
stenographer  to  take  dictation  from  a 
President  of  the  United  States,  and 
President  Taft  was  as  gratified  as  he 
was  surprised  at  the  speed  and  accuracy 
of  her  work. 

MUSIC. 

We  are  eager  to  push  the  music  for 
the  men  and  women  to  the  utmost  and 
hope  that  under  the  Committee  of  Music, 
now  being  formed,  we  will  be  able  to 
report  great  results  in  chorus  work  and 
in  other  branches  of  this  art,  which  is 
apt  to  be  the  most  suited  for  the  blind. 

We  are  teaching  Braille  music  now, 
and  employing  two  blind  instructors. 

TUNING. 

The  blind  make  admirable  piano  tun- 
ers. C)ur  people  tune  for  the  most  criti- 
cal and  give  satisfaction. 

We  are  glad  to  send  competent  men  to 
tune  pianos  at  short  notice.  Call  up  the 
"Lighthouse,"  Plaza  3370,  the  next  time 
\our  piano  needs  to  be  tuned. 

THE    BLIND    TUNING     PIANOS     IN  THE 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

After  much  work  by  our  blind  friends 
as  well  as  the  Association,  the  Board 
of  Education  has  given  the  Association 
the  permission  to  tune  the  pianos  and  to 
do  small  repairs  on  them  in  the  public 
schools  of  Greater  New  York.  This  is 
a  token  of  trust  which  we  value  very 
highly.  It  gives  an  opening  to  a  capable 
piano  tuner,  and  a  chance  of  steady  em- 
ployment, which  he  has  never  before  had 
in  this  State.  In  order  that  the  work 
may  be  well  done,  and  no  chances  taken, 
each  tuner  employed  by  the  Association 
must  first  creditably  pass  an  examination 
in  tuning,  given  to  him  by  some  piano 
firm  of  standing.  The  granting  of  this 
privilege  to  the  blind  is  due  largely  to 
the  kindness  of  Alderman  F.  McCourt 
in  having  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  We  are  also 
indebted  to  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  to  Mr.  J.  F.  McGowan, 
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Chairman  of  the  Building-  Commit- 
tee, to  Mr.  Abram  Stern,  to  Dr.  W. 
H.  Maxwell,  to  Dr.  Haupt,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  question  of 
blind  piano  tuners,  and  Dr.  Frank  R.  Rix, 
Director  of  Music  in  the  Public  Schools, 
for  their  interest  and  courtesy,  which 


their  pleasures  and  the  companionship  oi 
their  partners,  in  round  dances,  makes 
them  altogether  enjoyable.  We  are 
awaiting  sufficient  room  in  our  new 
building  to  make  our  dancing  parties  for 
women  and  others  for  men  important 
features.    At  present,  the  girls  are  in- 
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Fun  at  the  Lighthouse  after  Work 
Young  Blind  Girls  Doing  a  P'ancy  Dance 


brought  this  excellent  opportimitv  to  the 
blind. 

DANCING. 

That  dancing  is  peculiarly  fitted  as 
both  an  amusement  and  exercise  for  the 
blind  is  recognized  among  their  progres- 
sive teachers.  The  accompaniment  of 
music  to  motion  takes  away  from  the 
monotony  so  devastating   to   manv  of 


structed  and  do  the  best  they  can  to  have 
a  good  time  in  our  cramped  meeting 
room. 

HOME  TEACHING. 

Home  teaching  is  carried  on  at  pres- 
ent by  a  regular  staff  of  three  women 
home  teachers,  who  are  themselves  blind, 
and  two  men  teachers  who  are  blind,  and 
occasionally  by  additional  teachers  for 
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some  special  instruction.  The  work 
that  this  light-bearing-  force  is  able  to 
accomplish  in  the  homes,  sometimes  of 
the  despondent,  rich  invalid,  who  has  lost 


licts,  who  cannot  for  one  reason  or  an- 
other, go  out  to  place  themselves  again 
in  touch  with  the  world,  or  sometimes 
thev  find    disheartened    and  neglected 
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Blind  Home  Teacher  Instructing  Another  Blind  Woman  in  Sewing 

his  sight,  or  in  the  most  miserable  tene-  blind  people  and  rehabilitate  them  so 

ment,  where  the  blind  woman  sits  in  de-  mentally  and  physicall}-,  and  charge  them 

graded  and  hopeless  sorrow,  cannot  be  so  full  of  courage  and  belief  in  their 

over-estimated.     They  reach  the  dere-  own  capacities,  that  after  a  few  lessons 
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they  come  with  shining'  faces  to  the 
Lighthouse  to  learn  more  of  the  horizon 
which  is  opening  to  them,  or  to  take 
their  places  in  our  classes  or  clubs. 

The  following  stories  suggest  the 
problems  which  the  home  teacher  meets 
and  usually  relieves  or  solves : 

A  BLIND  HUNGARIAN  MUSICIAN. 

One  of  the  blind  men  who  came  re- 
cently to  our  notice  was  a  music-loving 
Hungarian,  whose  sight  had  been  de- 
stroyed in  a  mining  accident.  His  one 
ambition  in  all  his  life  had  been  to  study 
music,  and  now  that  he  is  obliged  to 
spend  long  idle  days  at  home,  the  Asso- 
ciation has  made  it  possible  by  securing 
a  piano  for  him,  and  sending  a  teacher 
regularly.  He  is  a  much  less  melancholy 
man  than  he  was  two  months  ago,  and 
feels  something-  curiously  akin  to  kindli- 
ness to  his  blindness,  which  made  his 
great  desire  for  music  possible  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life.  He  awaits  his 
teacher  with  pathetic  eagerness. 

TAK1-;X  TO  A  BETTKR  HOME. 

One  of  the  younger  blind  women,  who 
is  very  charming  to  look  at,  and  whose 
only  friend  apparently  is  the  Association, 
has  been  taken  from  her  home,  where  our 
teacher  found  her,  where  the  conditions 
were  impossible,  and  put  into  a  family 
of  kindly  people,  who  treat  her  as  one  of 
themselves,  and  make  her  feel  that  it  is 
worth  while  to  try  and  find  Lig-ht 
Through  Work  away  from  the  degrading 
circumstances  of  her  earlier  life.  She 
is  now  a  self-respecting  wage-earner. 

SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

The  blind,  whose  needs  cannot  be  met 
through  the  workshop,  clubs,  classes  or 
home  teachers,  have  their  affairs  turned 
over  to  the  Social  Service  Committee. 
This  body  of  earnest  workers  meets  fre- 
quently and  takes  up  a  problem,  no  mat- 
ter how  seemingly  impossible,  and  either 
mitigates  or  disposes  of  it  satisfactorily, 
or  holds  on  to  it  with  never  failing-  faith- 
fulness until  the  unfortunate  individual 
has  gone  beyond  his  miseries. 


There  is  hardly  anything  in  the  w-ay 
of  material  assistance  that  is  not  asked 
from  the  Social  Service  Committee.  Re- 
quests for  false  eyes,  arms,  legs,  false 
teeth,  coffins,  bird  cages,  horses,  pianos, 
organs,  writing  machines,  phono- 
graphs, cradles  and  Bibles.  It  has 
reconciled  the  stray  parishioner  to  his 
church,  brought  the  Rabbi  to  console 
some  unfortunate,  assisted  at  christen- 
ings, weddings  and  funerals.  This  com- 
mittee has  taken  people  from  the  poor- 
house  and  returned  them  again  to  self- 
sustaining  respectability  as  well  as  look- 
ing after  the  unfortunate  feeble-minded, 
and  those  in  prisons  and  houses  of  deten- 
tion. Truly,  the  fruit  of  their  work 
has  been  blessed.  Here  are  specimens 
of  it. 

ELLIS  ISLAND  CASE. 

The  Association's  paternal  vigilance 
was  called  into  activitv  in  the  case  of  a 
small  boy — son  of  an  English  family  liv- 
ings in  Ohio.  He  was  detained  on  ac- 
count of  total  blindness,  with  his  friends, 
for  some  time  at  the  emigrant  station. 
The  Association's  worker  took  up  the 
matter  and  hastened  the  child's  release 
by  calling  the  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  and  Labor  to  the  piti- 
ful youngster.  On  his  father's  furnishing 
a  bond,  the  lad  was  quickly  sent  on  his 
way  rejoicing. 

BLIND  SHUT-INS 

Are  amongst  our  most  pathetic  charges. 
In  addition  to  blindness,  they  are  often 
physically  handicapped  by  paralysis  or 
locomotor-ataxia.  This  is  where  our 
friendly  visitor  does  good  work,  in  sug- 
gesting some  form  of  recreation  possible 
to  their  handicapped  conditions.  One  of 
our  wards  is  a  young  man,  paralyzed, 
which  prevents  his  being  a  wage-earner 
in  any  sense.  His  mother  is  awav  all  day 
working,  and  he  is  left  alone.  He  has  a 
passion  for  music,  and  formerly  had  a 
zither  which  he  managed  to  play.  He 
liad  been  heartbroken  at  the  loss  of  his 
instrument,  and  it  seemed  to  our  worker 
that  the  way  we  could  make  him  hap- 
piest was  to  replace  it.  This  we  have 
done,  to  his  great  contentment. 
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THE  VETERAN  AND  THE  CHECKER-BOARD. 

A  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  who,  in 
addition  to  being  totally  blind,  has  been 
for  a  number  of  years  bedridden  and 
paralyzed  in  the  entire  lower -part  of  the 
body.  His  pension  and  the  aid  of  mar- 
ried daughters  with  whom  he  and  his 
wife  live,  gives  them  sustenance — but 
little  more.  The  several  calls  of  the  As- 
sociation's visitor  and  a  checker-board 
were  the  sources  of  a  great  deal  of  pleas- 
ure. (For  further  anecdotes  and  infor- 
mation, see  Report  of  Chairman  of  Social 
Service  Committee.) 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  LOG. 
These  entries  are  taken  from  the  rec- 
ords kept  in  the  Lamp  Room. 

FROII  BLINDNESS  TO  LIGHT. 

An  artist,  suddenly  sticken  blind, 
came  to  the  Lighthouse  to  be  saved  from 
shipwreck.  For  some  time  we  did  what 
we  could  to  teach,  employ  and  relieve 
him,  and  finally  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  have  hi.s  eyes  operated  upon.  A  few 
moments  after  the  operation  he  was  able 
to  see  the  cloudless  sky  opposite  his 
room.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  ex- 
press his  gratitude  to  the  Association, 
and  in  an  attempt  to  do  so,  he  asked  us 
to  have  his  photograph  taken  for  the  Re- 
port, in  order  that  he  might  bear  in  his 
person  testimony  to  the  Lighthouse 
service. 

A  HCMOROUS  LETTER  FROM  THE  HOSPIT.XL 
FROM  A  BLIND  MAN  •REGAINING  HIS' 
SIGHT. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that 
Dr.  C.'s  treatment  is  doing  me  good.  I 
am  able  to  see  faces  of  people  and  ob- 
jects. Little  children  and  dogs  are  re- 
gaining confidence  in  me.  I  do  not  walk 
all  over  them,  and  I  do  not  fall  into  babv 
carriages  as  I  did  on  one  occasion.  After 
that  episode  I  alwavs  stood  still  if  I  heard 
an\  thing-  approaching  me  which  sounded 
like  a  baby  carriage ;  often  it  was  a  false 
alarm,  but  I  was  not  taking  any  chances. 

.  .  I  cannot  tell  you  in  words  how 
truly  thankful  I  am  .to  you.  Yours  grate- 
fully and  sincerely, 


THROUGH  THE  LIGHTHOUSE,  TAKEN  FROM 

THE  POORHOUSE  REUNITED  TO  HER 

CHILDREN. 

A  touching  case  of  a  widow,  whose 
sudden  blindness  had  forced  her  from 
her  three  children  and  for  three  years 
had  obliged  her  to  live  in  the  poorhouse, 
with  only  an  occasional  glimpse  of  them, 
aroused  the  Lighthouse  crew.  It  was 
found  that  the  woman,  industrious,  neat, 
and  capable,  was  making  up  32  beds  in 
the  poorhouse  every  morning  of  her  life, 
and  as  the  matron  well  said,  "She  more 
than  pa\s  for  her  bit  of  food  and  keep 
here."  Largely  through  the  sympathy 
of-  JMonsignor  Lavelle,  we  were  able  to 
obtain  a  position  for  this  woman  in  the 
Catholic  institution  where  her  children 
are  being  kept.  When  we  took  her  from 
the  poorhouse,  and  let  her  spend  a  night 
at  the  Lighthouse  to  replenish  her  ward- 
robe and  give  her  a  moment  to  realize 
the  great  change  which  was  to  come  into 
her  life,  and  to  let  her  find  her  bearings 
again,  her  joy  and  gratitude  were  over- 
whelming. She  laughed  from  uncon- 
trollable happiness  and  wept  in  her  great 
emotion  at  the  prospect  of  being  with 
her  voung  ones.  She  promised  to 
pray  for  all  of  the  Lighthouse  crew  until 
the  end  of  her  years  and  tn  ask  her  chil- 
dren to  join  in  asking  all  blessings  upon 
t'leni. 

One  of  her  little  girls  from  the  institu- 
tion where  the  mother  is  now  happily 
employed  and  daily  able  to  care  for  tliose 
whom  she  loves,  writes  the  following : 

"May  12.  1912. 
"Dear  Friend  :  I  feel  perfectly  happv 
with  my  children,  as  I  see  them  every 
day.  ...  I  am  with  mv  children  all 
day  to-day.  ]\Iy  little  boy  feels  so  happy 
and  one  of  my  little  g-irls  is  writing  this 
letter  to  you.  My  children  join  their 
love  to  you  and  they  are  praying.  All's 
well  now.     Thank  God. 

"Yours  respectfully, 

"(Signed)       S.  McK." 

Extract  from  another  letter: 
"I  hope  you  will  come  up  some  time. 
T  make  myself  very  useful  up  here.  I 
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The  First  Flower  of  Light 
Tliis  blind  Artist,  whose  sight  was  restored  through  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
is  looking  at  the  first  flower  seen  by  him  since  his  blindness.  The  picture  was  taken 
for  the  Report  at  his  own  request  at  the  hospital,  as  he  wished  to  bear  witness, 
in  this  way,  to  part  of  the  service  which  the  Association  had  been 
privileged  to  do  for  him 
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scrub,  and  make  beds  and  clean  as  well 
as  I  can.  The  sisters  here  are  grateful 
to  me  for  what  I  do,  and  I  am  also  the 
same  to  them." 

PHYSICAL    SUrERVISION    OF    THE  BLIND. 

The  addition  of  a  sympathetic  and 
competent  doctor  to  our  staff  is  of  the 
greatest  help  in  aiding  us  to  keep  that 
strict  and  constant  supervision  of  our 
ward's  physical  and  mental  well-being 
which  is  essential  for  the  best  results. 
The  men  at  the  workshop,  besides  having 
their  eyes  regularly  inspected,  receive,  on 
entrance,  a  thorough  physical  overhaul- 
ing, and  a  regular  examination  is  insist- 
ed upon  every  month.  The  same  plan  is 
used  in  relation  to  the  women  and  the 
children  who  are  not  otherwise  inspected. 
The  opportunities  for  the  Lighthouse 
doctor  to  do  good  are  too  numerous  and 
too  varied  to  be  enumerated. 

BLIND  SON  ALONE  WITH  PAR.\LYZED 
MOTHER. 

The  doctor  of  our  staff  tried  in  vain  to 
secure  entrance  to  a  room  up  many  flights 
in  a  fearfully  poor  and  crowded  tenement. 
Finally  the  door  was  opened  on  a  crack 
by  a  haggard  blind  man,  but  still  the  doc- 
tor was  refused  entrance  until  he  pro- 
duced proof  that  he  was  not  the  landlord 
come  to  eject  the  man  and  his  aged 
mother.  The  Lighthouse  worker  ingrati- 
ating himself  was  finally  permitted  to  en- 
ter the  pathetic  and  shockingly  dirty 
room,  where,  in  a  bed  covered  with  dirty 
rags,  he  found  the  man's  white-haired 
paralyzed  mother,  unable  to  move. 

"It's  dirty,  I  know,  sir,"  said  the  blind 
maiv,  "and  we  are  ashamed  to  have  you 
come,  but  you  see  mother  cannot  move, 
and  I  cannot  take  care  of  her  as  I  wish  I 
could."  The  doctor  quickly  knew  what 
was  needed,  but  sat  down  sympatheti- 
cally by  the  bedside  and  gradually  gath- 
ered in  broken  words  from  the  son  the 
whole  wretched  story.  He  had  for  long 
been  the  only  support  of  his  widowed 
mother,  and  by  keeping  a  newsstand  had 
barely  been  able  to  make  ends  meet,  but 
when  a  rival  news  dealer  with  a  strong 
political  pull  set  up  a  well  appointed  stand 


on  the  opposite  corner,  the  blind  man's 
business  flagged  and  expired.  For  some 
time  he  attended  his  bed-ridden  mother, 
alternately  starving  and  living  on  chance 
charity. 

The  doctor  promptly  rose  to  the  occa- 
sion and  promised  the  man  work  in  his 
home,  where  he  could  still  take  care  of 
the  invalid.  The  first  step  to  be  taken 
was  securing  a  tactful  woman  to  give  a 
thorough  cleaning,  which  the  wretched 
room  had  not  known  for  a  long  time,  and 
to  wash  aiid  dress  the  poor  paralytic  in 
clean  clothes.  A  supply  of  milk  and  eggs 
was  ordered  for  her  and  warm  clothes 
and  blankets  for  her  and  the  son. 
Through  a  friend  of  the  Association  the 
rent  was  paid. 

The  experiences  of  these  stranded  hu- 
man beings  who  had  been  literally  shut 
off  in  their  misery  from  the  world  had 
filled  them  with  bitterness  against  all  or- 
ganized charities.  But  for  the  gracious 
sympathy  of  our  doctor  they  would  have 
remained  so,  but  his  tact  and  the  service> 
which  he  was  able  to  give  filled  his  pa- 
tient and  her  son  with  unspeakable  grati- 
tude. The  home  is  now  clean — a  radiant 
place — the  invalid  cheered  by  pleasant 
visits  and  little  gifts  of  food  and  flowers 
to  make  life  easier  and  the  busy  blind  son 
daily  thanks  God  and  the  Association  for 
the  relief  \\'hich  -came  to  them  in  their 
great  need. 

CLOTHING  BURE.VU. 

The  mistress  of  the  wardrobe,  which  is 
kept  in  the  Lighthouse  and  supplies  any- 
thing for  the  needy  blind  person  at  the 
minimum  of  cost,  from  a  pair  of  baby's 
white  socks  to  a  smart  top  hat,  or  from 
a  comforting  woolen  petticoat  to  a  great- 
coat to  protect  some  delicate  workman, 
has  done  much  for  our  wards,  and  we 
are  so  convinced  of  the  usefulness  and 
economy  of  this  part  of  our  work,  that 
we  have  made  larger  provision  for  it  in 
the  new  Lighthouse.  Let  us  here  be- 
speak your  old  clothes  and  the  old  clothes 
of  your  family.  We  will  have  them 
cleaned,-  mended  and  put  in  order  and 
they  will  acquire  merit  and  do  good  for 
still  a  long  time. 
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Beautiful  Rugs,  Bags,  etc.,  woven  in  colors;  some  with  gold  and  silver  backgrounds, 
by  Blind  Lighthouse  Weavers 
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THE  SALESROOM. 

The  Association  is  glad  to  sell  any 
clean  and  well  made  articles,  consigned 
to  it  by  blind  workers  from  anywhere. 
We  have  sold  recently  harness,  tables, 
boxes  for  fire  wood,  and  all  kinds  of 
woolen-woven  and  hand-made  articles, 
made  by  blind  men  and  women  in  distant 
parts  of  our  country,  as  well  as  in  France 
and  Germany. 

TICKET  BUREAU. 

'This  department,  the  foundation  and 
parent  of  the  Association,  continues  its 
brightening  career,  and  through  the  tick- 
ets distributed  to  the  blind  known  to  us, 
the  friends  and  managers  who  have 
been  so  good  in  sending  them,  have 
brought  gladness,  comfort,  and  in  some 
instances  even  cure  to  the  lonely,  iso- 
lated and  semi-invalid  blind.  We  have 
had  many  proofs  which  have  shown 
the  truth  of  this  and  how  Parsifal  or  the 
Gotterdammerung  have,  through  the 
glories  of  their  music,  lifted  some  for- 
gotten musician  who  had  lost  his  sight 
into  the  heaven  of  melody  and  filled  him 
again  with  courage  and  happiness;  or 
how  a  symphony  or  oratorio  lias  quieted 
the  distracted  blind  woman,  and  filled  her 
again  with  peace  and  hope.  Then  there 
are  the  young  people  who  clamor  for 
vaudeville  and  musical  comedy,  and  the 
children  who  want  the  Hippodrome,  the 
circus,  or  possibly  "The  Blue  Bird"  or 
"Snow  White." 

Those  who  think  that  blindness  cuts 
ofif  the  enjoyment  for  the  circus  or  the 
theatre  need  only  to  send  us  tickets  for 
either  and  to  receive  in  return  the  thanks 
of  the  blind  people  who  will  gratefully 
use  them. 

We  prefer  tickets  sent,  as  long  as  pos- 
sible in  advance,  in  groups  of  not  less 
than  two,  if  practical,  but  we  will  use 
anything  and  be  more  than  grateful. 

TWO  FROM  MANY  LETTERS  SHOWING  THE 
PLEASURE  THE  TICKET  BUREAU  GAVE. 

July,  1912. 
Dear  Friend :    I  thank  you  very  much 
for  sending  me  those  tickets  for  the  Co- 


lumbia Theatre,  as  I  had  a  very  enjoy- 
able evening,  the  first  I  had  in  many 
years.  The  performance  just  suited  a 
man  placed  in  my  position.  There  was 
lots  of  good  singing,  which  I  enjoyed 
very  much.  I  will  close,  with  many 
thanks.    I  remain, 

Yours  respectfully, 

P  H  

Oct.  31,  1912. 
I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  tickets  that 
you  sent  to  my  husband  and  me.   We  en- 
joyed the  show  very  much. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon  again, 
we  also  wish  to  thank  the  Association  for 
their  kindness.  Respectfully, 

Mrs.  G.  M. 

CLUBS. 

Notliing  too  good  can  be  said  for  the 
clubs  and  their  blessed  ministration  not 
only  to  their  members,  but  to  the  seeing 
people  who  are  privileged  to  be  their 
guests. 

THE  BLIND  WOMEn's  CLUB. 

The  tendency  of  the  Blind  Women's 
Club  to  outdo  in  its  philanthropies  the 
Association  is  very  stimulating  to  us. 
Few  organiations  with  the  capital  and 
the  membership  of  the  club  can  boast 
such  a  record  for  spontaneous  and  ef- 
ficient helpfulness.  Then,  the  entertain- 
ments are  just  as  good  as  their  good 
works,  and  you  can  be  amused  by  bright 
talk,  good  music  or  dancing.  Perhaps 
the  most  serious  thing  outside  of  the 
mercy  work  that  the  club  has  done  was 
to  present  President  Taft  this  year  with 
a  silver  trowel  with  which  to  lay  the  cor- 
nerstone of  our  new  Lighthouse.  The 
presentation  was  made  by  the  President 
of  the  club  in  a  short  and  able  speech, 
and  the  President  was  proud  to  cherish 
the  emblem  of  their  good  will  among  his 
other  trophies.  The  lectures  furnished  to 
the  club  by  the  Board  of  Education  and 
the  entertainments  given  by  their  friends 
have  been  much  appreciated.  The  club 
also  recently  joined  the  National  Feder- 
ation of  Women's  Clubs,  and  in  the  ad- 
dress made  on   the   occasion   by  Miss 
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Keator  proved  its  right  to  a  position  of  the  men's  club. 

honor  and  recognition  in  the  community.        The  Men's  Club  keeps  on  growing  so 

But  there  is  so  much  to  be  said  about  this     that,  although  good  provision  has  been 
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Light  in  Darkness 

Colored  Blind  Women  of  the  Whatsoever  Club  being  instructed  by  the  Association's  Blind 
Home  Teacher  who  stands  to  the  left 


remarkable  organization  that  you  must  made  for  it  in  the  new  Lighthouse,  we 
read  the  report  of  its  President  given  are  wondering  if  the  time  will  soon 
elsewhere.  •  a      come  when  it  will  even  outgrow  that. 
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As  is  usual,  we  are  told,  the  discussions 
and  debates  at  the  Men's  Club  are  livelier 
than  at  the  Women's,  but  it  has  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  keep  up  with  it  in  many  re- 
spects. Its  interest  is  worldwide  and  its 
President,  Mr.  Scandlin,  who  succeeded 
the  late  Mr.  Patrick,  is  notable  for  his 
openmindedness  and  wise,  enthusiasms. 
The  club  and  all  workers  for  the  blind 
cannot,  however,  cease  to  mourn  the  go- 
ing of  Mr.  Patrick,  a  courageous,  humor- 
ous and  noble  blind  man. 


good  will.  It  is  only  proper  to  say  that 
the  formation  of  this  club  is  largely  due 
to  the  missionary  work  of  the  wife  of 
our  janitor,  for  whom  we  all  have  an 
affection,  and  who  has  properly  earned 
the  name  of  "Lighthouse  Julia." 

PLTBLIC  SCHOOL  TE.VCHERS  PUPILS  OF  THE 
LIGHTHOUSE. 

An  interesting  departure  is  the  forma- 
tion of  a  class  of  public  school  teach- 
ers, who  meet  on  Saturday  mornings,  to 


THP:  NKW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Public  School  Teachers  Being  Taught  Basketry  by  a  Member  of  the  Lighthouse  Staff 
Who  is  a  Graduate  of  a  Blind  School 


THE  WHATSOEVER  CLUB. 

"The  Whatsoever  Club"  is  the  most 
recent  organization  formed  at  the  As- 
sociation. It  consists  of  a  group  of  in- 
terested blind  colored  women,  and 
though  its  birthday  only  occurred  a  few 
weeks  ago,  it  bids  fair  to  do  a  work 
among  the  colored  blind  which  will 
be  invaluable,  and  which  should  com- 
mend it  to  all  friends  of  progress  and 


receive  instruction  from  a  member  of 
the  staff,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook  and 
a  zealous  seeker  after  light. 

THE  BLIND  AS  MISSIONARIES  TO  THE 
SEEING. 

That  the  blind  can  act  as  convincing 
missionaries  to  the  seeing  has  long  been 
known  to  us,  and  when  a  good  friend 
of  the  Association  was  ill  at  the  hos- 
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pital  for  some  time,  he  was  greatly 
cheered  by  visits  from  the  blind  mem- 
bers of  our  crew.  The  following  extract 
from  a  letter  written  at  the  hospital 
indicates  how  well  the  Social  Service  del- 
egated to  these  sightless  friends  was  ex- 
ecuted. There  is  no  reason  why  this 
vein  of  helpfulness  of  the  blind  to  the 
seeing  should  not  be  greatly  developed, 
with  tremendous  benefit  to  those  who 
have  the  physical  sight  as  well  as  to 
those  who  are  forced  to  see  with  their 
mind's  eye  only. 

(Written  in  the  hospital  by  a  recipient 
of  social  service  by  the  blind.) 

"How  characteristic  to  redouble  the 
joy  by  sending  }'our  love  through  those 
who  were  such  joyous  and  affectionate 
messengers.    (Blind  co-operators.)  .  .  . 

"Give  my  sincere  and  cordial  good 
wishes  to  the  young  ladies  who  winsome- 
Iv  paid  the  visit  and  brought  the  flowers. 
The  flowers  are  still  in  freshness  of 
bloom." 

THE  BLIND  AMONG  THE  SEEING. 

The  Association  adheres  firmly  to  its 
policy  of  not  walling  up  the  blind  or 
segregating  them. 

We  realize  that  wherever  possible  it  is 
highly  desirable  not  only  to  have  the 
blind  live  in  the  normal  surroundings  of 
their  homes  and  families,  but  we  regret, 
whenever  it  can  be  avoided,  taking  them 
away  from  these  environments. 

We  realize  that  for  their  best  interests, 
whenever  it  is  possible,  the  blind  should 
associate  with  the  seeing,  and  when  their 
abilities  make  it  possible  also  work  side 
by  side  with  them.  We  are  very  happy 
that  some  of  the  blind  people  whom  we 
have  placed  as  workers  amono-  the  see- 
ing are  still  satisfactorily  holding  their 
places.  One  of  them  is  a  regular  sub- 
scriber to  the  Association  from  his  week- 
ly earnings,  which  he  receives  in  a  posi- 
tion of  trust  where  he  was  first  accepted 
tentatively  five  years  ago.  Among  the 
friends  of  the  Association  doing  satis- 
factory work  in  the  sighted  world,  spe- 
cial mention  mav  be  made  of  several  pro- 
fessional men  of  high  standing,  excellent 
masseurs,  several  switchboard  operators. 


music  teachers,  news  agents,  agents  for 
tea  and  coffee,  piano  tuners,  shopkeepers, 
farmers,  poulterers,  a  mason  and  many 
others. 

This  brief  and  imperfect  list  is  merely 
given  to  suggest  to  the  reader  some  of 
the  fields  of  usefulness  not  only  open  to 
but  filled  by  the  blind. 

WRECKS  THAT  DRIFT  TO  THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 

So  worn,  so  broken,  so  loaded  with 
misery  are  many  of  the  derelicts  that 
come*  to  us  that  we  are  often  over- 
whelmed with  surprise  and  gratitude 
when  we  find  on  overhauling  them  what 
excellent  timber  is  sometimes  left,  and 
how  by  patching  'them  up  with  a  bit  of 
social  service,  freighting  them  with  cheer 
and  hopefulness,  they  can  often  again  set 
sail  in  unsuspected  channels  of  content- 
ment and  usefulness. 

TIED  TO  HIS  HOME  FOR  LACK  OF  MEDICAL 
HELP. 

Another  touching  case  that  our  doctor 
reported  was  the  aged  blind  man  whose 
great  longing  was  to  be  able  to  go  to 
church  and  to  Holy  Communion  before 
his  death,  but  the  lack  of  medical  atten- 
tion and  a  truss  kept  him  shut  in.  Through 
the  Association's  ministrations  his  poor 
body  has  been  patched  up  so  that  he  will 
now  be  able  to  find  his  soul's  desire,  and 
his  gratitude  to  us  is  unspeakable. 

Another  man  whom  the  Association 
has  helped  and  encouraged  greatly  wrote 
after  one  visit  to  the  Lighthouse,  that  he 
felt  as  if  he  had  been  in  Fairyland,  where 
the  good  fairies  waved  their  wands  and 
helped  him  out  of  his  troubles. 

ENTERTAINMENTS    AT    THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

In  addition  to  the  many  entertainments 
given  by  the  clubs  and  special  organiza- 
tions already  mentioned,  entertainments 
given  at  Kings  County  Almshouse  and 
Blackwell's  Island  have  been  pre- 
eminently successful.  The  blind  who 
are  kept  in  these  establishments  are  those 
who  probably,  even  if  they  had  been 
sighted,  would  have  been  similarly  lo- 
cated. They  are  not  suited  to  benefit 
from  the  ordinary  branches  of  Light- 
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A  Blind  Switchboard  Operator 


To  The  New  York  Association  for  the  BHnd, 
113  East  59th  Street,  N.  Y. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  December  7,  1912. 


In  reply  to  yours  of  recent  date,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  I  have  been  employed,  for  the 
past  six  years,  as  Telephone  Operator,  at  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  having-  two 
switchboards,  one  the  standard  board  of  two  trunk  lines  and  eight  extensions,  and  the  other 
an  interior  system  of  33  extensions  with  12  to  15  more  to  be  added  in  the  near  future.  I  en- 
joy the  work  very  much  and  feel  it  is  a  work  that  the  blind  can  accomplish  as  well  as  others ; 
it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  feel  that,  though  sightless,  I  am  able  to  maintain  myself  and  live 
in  the  world  as  I  did  before  I  became  so.  I  feel  grateful  to  you  and  the  Association  for  the 
aid  which  you  gave  me  from  the  very  beginning,  for  it  is  through  the  Association  I  obtained 
the  present  position.  Very  truly,  (Signed)    George  J.  Perket. 

Mr.  Ferret  was  trained  for  his  work  in  the  first  office  of  the  Association  and  was  the 
first  switchboard  operator  placed  by  us. 
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house  service.  Their  pHght  compared 
with  those  who  can  be  cheered  by  the 
distraction  of  sight,  who  can  enjoy 
the  sky  and  the  changing  colors 
that  proclaim  the  dififerent  seasons,  who 
can  even  welcome  a  smile  of  comrade- 
ship or  an  interesting  face,  is  unspeak- 
ably harder.  Therefore,'  the  welcome 
which  these  sightless  people  give  to  any 


CENTKAL  PARK  CONCERTS. 

During  the  hot  months,  through  the 
generous  co-operation  of  Mr.  Stover,  the 
Superintendent  of  Parks,  special  reserva- 
tion of  desirable  places  was  made  for  the 
blind  at  the  park  concerts.  Although 
the  idea  of  coming  out  of  their  hot,  stuf- 
fy homes  for  the  fresh  air  was  new  and 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Blind  People  for  whom  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  had,  through  the  courtesy 
of  Park  Commissioner  Stover,  seats  reserved  at  the  Central  Park 
Concerts,  Summer  of  1912 


form  of  entertainment  is  pathetic.  They 
love  music  and  recitations,  fun,  stories 
and  even  gossip,  the  feel  of  a  party  stim- 
ulates them  and  brings  back  a  distant 
echo  of  youth  and  happiness.  The  As- 
sociation employs,  whenever  possible, 
blind  entertainers,  and  the  skill  of  these 
artisans  is  always  peculiarly  appreciated 
and  grateful  to  the  blind  dwellers  in  the 
almshouses. 


venturesome  to  some  of  our  wards,  who 
had  been  housed  and  cheerless  for  so 
long,  and  though  they  hesitated,  at  first, 
to  venture  forth  and  profit  by  this  great 
opportunity,  nevertheless  the  idea  in- 
creased in  favor  and  a  number  of  our 
people  expressed  the  greatest  pleasure 
and  gratitude  for  these  happy  evenings. 
The  blind  would  not  have  cared  in  many 
instances  to  take  long  trips  on  the  chance 
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Blind  Lighthouse  Women  playing  Chess.    Checkers  and  cards,  and  a  picture  puzzle  for 
the  blind  may  be  seen  in  the  picture 
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of  not  finding  a  seat  in  the  great  crowd 
which  ahvays  greets  the  remarkably  good 
park  concerts,  but  wlien  they  were  as- 
sured that  they  would  be  welcome  and 
seats  reserved  for  them,  they  were  em- 
boldened to  sally  forth,  and  the  plan 
bodes  increasing  pleasure  to  an  ever 
growing  number  of  blind  auditors. 

ANNUAL  SALE. 

Our  Christmas  Sale  and  Industrial 
Exhibit  was  held  at  the  Lighthouse,  and 
filled  its  usual  important  mission  of 
bringing  many  there  who  had  been  here- 
tofore unfamiliar  with  our  work  and  who 
were  won  over  to  realizing  that  it  could 
be  taken  seriously  on  its  market  value, 
and  that  it  was  really  advantageous  for 
them  to  buy  well-made  embroidered  card 
cases,  hand  bags,  draperies,  crocheted 
lace  and  fine  knitted  garments,  doll  toys, 
as  well  as  the  brooms,  etc.,  which  are 
being  turned  out  by  our  sightless  arti- 
sans. 

IXDUSTIUAL  WORKERS. 

Attention  was  quickly  arrested  by 
blind  men  deftly  caning  chairs,  making 
brooms  and  taking  dictation  from  the 
phonograph  on  the  typewriter. 

The  sewers  and  knitters,  stenograph- 
ers, readers,  and  writers,  also  made  an 
impression  by  their  accuracy  and  the 
dexterity  with  which  they  performed 
their  tasks.  The  card,  chess  and  checker 
players  had  an  interested  audience. 
The  wireless  telegrapher,  a  blind 
boy,  who  demonstrated  his  capacitv 
to  receive  and  record  accurately 
messages  from  over  three  hundred  miles 
away,  and  perhaps  the  most  dramatic 
feature  in  the  exhibition,  and  the  appro- 
priateness of  having  a  wireless  station  on 
top  of  the  Lighthouse  appealed  to  the 
imagination. 

OTHER    SALES   .WO  KXIJIl'.ITS. 

Our  blind  workers,  through  the  cour- 
tesy and  singular  capacitv  of  ^^Irs.  Nel- 
son Henry,  had  the  benefit  of  .sharing  in 
the  successful  results  of  the  Women's  In- 
dustrial Exhibition.  We  demonstrated 
handicrafts    during    its    entire  session. 


disposed  of  much  literature  and  many 
of  our  products,  securing  new  orders 
and  friends.  We  are  very  grateful  for 
the  great  courtesy  shown  to  us  not  only 
by  Mrs.  Henry,  but  by  all  the  co-work- 
ers and  exhibitors  at  the  Exposition.  We 
also  gave  demonstrations  at  the  Berkely 
Lyceum,  through  the  courtesy  of  Miss 
Borland. 

PARTIES. 

Our  parties  given  for  old  ladies  at 
least  every  month  have  become  impor- 
tant features.  These  reunions  are  often 
the  only  means  of  contact  with  the  great 
world  that  these  frail,  poor  and  frequent- 
ly isolated  friends  of  ours  have.  They 
are  great  things  for  them  to  look  for- 
ward to — no  less  enjoyable  in  realiza- 
tion, and  fondly  thought  of  in  the  retro- 
spect. 

The  cheery  room  of  the  Lighthouse, 
the  cordial  handshake,  the  familiar 
voice  of  the  Lighthouse  crew,  the  finding 
of  the  old  friend,  or  the  binding  of  a 
new  friend,  all  these  are  pleasant  and 
happy  things.  Then  the  music  and 
the  recitations  bring  back  echoes  of  past 
enjoyment  in  the  great  world,  as  well  as 
give  present  amusement.  The  early 
hours  of  our  parties  enable  our  aged 
dames  to  be  home  and  tucked  up  in  bed 
betimes. 

CLUB    OUTINGS   AND    WORKSHOP  OUTING. 

Of  course  the  Blind  Men's  Club  and 
the  Women's  Club  had  their  outings,  and 
great  events  they  proved  to  be.  The 
men  selected  Coney  Island  for  their  day 
of  fresh  air  and  fun. 

The  women  went  to  Van  Cortlandt 
Park  and  had  a  glorious  time. 

The  Workshop  outing-  was  a  thorough 
success  and  the  men  had  a  royal  time. 

These  annual  outings  are  of  great  im- 
portance, and  are  looked  forward  to  for 
another  year  as  events  to  be  enjoyed  for 
months  ahead  and  for  months  afterward, 
to  say  nothing  of  when  they're  happen- 
ing. 

THE  DURH.VR  FETE. 

"The  Durbar"  given  at  the  Hotel  As- 
tor   was   one   of   the   most  successful 
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events  that  the  Association  has  ever  had. 
The  number  of  men  who  took  the  trou- 
ble to  wear  full  fancy  costume  was  very 
vinusual  for  a  New  York  affair,  and 
beautiful  costumes  were  almost  universal 


not  help  expressing-  our  deep  apprecia- 
tion to  everybody  who  nobly  lent  a  hand. 
(For  full  particulars,  see  the  report  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee.) 


Design  for  Cover  of  Durbar  Fete  Program 
Drawn  and  Generously  Presented  by 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Draytox 


among  the  women.  Too  much  honor  for 
this  cannot  be  given  to  the  various  com- 
mittees who  worked  so  hard.  To  all  we 
are  deeply  grateful,  and  though  it  seems 
invidious  to  name  any  individuals  when 
evervbodv  did  his  level  best,  we  can- 


THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE. 

The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial^  pre- 
sented the  Association  by  the  generous 
lady  of  that  name,  was  opened  last  sum- 
mer  at   Cornwall-on-the-Hudson   as  a 
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recreation  centre  for  the  blind.  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty  people  benefited  greatly 
by  outings,  usually  of  two  weeks,  there, 
and  many  a  weary  and  discouraged  blind 
person  returned  from  the  glorious  coun- 
try freshened  in  mind  and  body  and 
filled  with  belief  in  the  truth  of  Light 
through  A\'ork. 


Lighthouse  and  many  came  from  Orange 
County  and  even  further  to  ])rove 
for  themselves  how  wonderful  and  ex- 
tensive the  horizon  of  the  blind  can  be. 

Dr.  Abl)ott,  the  first  Lresident  of  the 
Association,  and  Dr.  h'inley,  who  now 
holds  that  office,  sympathelicallv  helped 
h\'  (heir  jircsence. 


THE  NL^W  YORK  .ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial 
"The  River  Lighthouse"  at  Cornwall-on-Hudson,  N.  Y.,  the  generous  gift  of  Mrs.  Hardy 
to  the  Association,  was  opened  on  August  5th,  1912 


Some  blind  children  had  their  first 
experience  of  country  life  and  through 
the  sweet  smells  or  soimds  of  the  grass, 
the  trees  and  the  birds  had  a  whole  new 
realm  of  life  and  happiness  opened  to 
them. 

Lidustrious  blind  workers,  men  and 
women,  left  the  hot  city  for  a  time  to 
find  new  life  and  vigor,  with  which  to 
return  to  their  self-helpful  tasks. 
On  the  first  of  September  an  in- 
dustrial exhibit  was  held  at  the  River 


THE     LIGIITIIOUSE     SCOUTS  CHALLENGE 
THE   CORNWALL  SCOUTS. 

Eighteen  of  the  Lighthouse  Scouts  di^l 
duty  on  this  occasion  and  were  honored 
b}-  a  call  from  the  Cornwall  Scouts,  mem- 
bers of  the  national  organization.  The 
good  fellowship  among  the  two  troops 
was  delightful  from  the  first,  and  the 
Lighthouse  Scouts,  without  delay,  chal- 
lenged the  Cornwall  Scouts  to  a  tug  of 
war,  a  game  of  ball  and  other  tests  of 
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manhood.  When  it  came  to  the  tug  of 
war  Dr.  Abbott,  as  a  resident  of  Corn- 
wall, delegated  to  Mr.  Lawrence  Ab- 
bott the  honor  of  pulling  at  the  rope  with 
the  Cornwall  Scouts,  and  Dr.  Finley 
nobly  stood  by  the  Lighthouse  boys.  It 
was  a  wonderful  test  of  strength  and 
endurance.  The  rope  swayed  from  side 
to  side  until  at  last  the  Cornwall  boys 
triumphed  on  their  own  soil. 

But  history  has  still  some  pages  to 
write  on  the  subject  of  those  two  vigor- 
ous bodies,  and  we  will  see  who  will  hold 
the  honors  next  year. 

The  following  poem  was  written  by 
one  of  our  blind  guests,  who  in  addition 
to  her  loss  of  sight  is  deaf.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  loveliness  of  her  surround- 
ings at  Cornwall  spurred  her  muse  to  its 
greatest  heights. 

We  rise  up  in  the  morning  and  walk  out 

in  the  sun. 
Right  over  on  the  hillside  is  a  place  for 

everyone. 

We  hear  the  boats  whistle  as  they  glide 

o'er  the  foam, 
And  the  robin  is  sweetly  singing  arovmd 

our  country  home. 

The  tall  trees  bid  us  welcome  in  the 
middle  of  the  day. 

And  we  sit  beneath  their  shadow  to  pass 
our  time  away. 

In  the  hammocks  we  swing  gently,  while 
we  dreamily  read  a  poem, 

Until  the  sun  is  sinking  behind  our  coun- 
try home. 

We  walk  out  in  the  evening,  along  the 

shady  lane, 
Just  as  far  as  the  village,  then  we  turn 

back  again. 
Kind  friends  take  us  by  the  hand  wher'er 

we  wish  to  roam, 
And  everything  is  lovely  around  our 

country  home. 

THANKS. 

It  is  useless  to  try  to  mention  all  those 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  cheer,  help 
and    inspiration.     The    Chairman  has 


gracefully  named  much  of  our  indebt- 
edness, and  some  of  it  is  given  in  alpha- 
betical correctness  later  in  the  report,  but 
the  Secretary  can  not  be  happy  without 
paying  tribute  to  all  from  the  least  to  the 
greatest  who  has  helped  to  lighten  our 
task  and  who  have  aided  us  to  find  the 
light  for  our  wards. 

THE  STAFF. 

Perhaps  the  pleasantest  duty  of  the 
year  is  for  the  Secretary  to  give  public 
recognition  for  the  invaluable  services, 
the  loyal  co-operation,  the  self-forgetful 
help  which  has  been  given  by  the  Light- 
house workers.  There  are  15  blind  per- 
sons employed  on  the  staff  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, the  blind  members  thus  much 
outnumbering  the  sighted.  As  has  been 
said,  each  year  in  the  Report,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  pay  our  staff,  as  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  buy  the  kind  of  help  which 
they  give.  Often  they  have  worked  until 
late  at  night  in  order  that  some  pressing 
need  might  be  met.  It  never  occurs  to 
them  that  they  should  be  thanked  for  this, 
and  they  regard  new  exertion,  at  times 
even  lost  or  curtailed  holidays  as  among 
their  emoluments,  only  too  often  adding 
to  their  good  service  their  hard  earned 
money  to  help  some  needy  blind  person. 
On  Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers  the  brunt  of 
the  work  has  usually  fallen,  but  to  our 
intense  gratification,  for  a  too  brief  time 
this  summer,  she  took  a  much-needed 
rest  and  went  abroad,  leaving  the  respon- 
sibility which  she  had  borne  on  the  un- 
tried shoulders  of  other  members  of  the 
staff,  who  rose  to  this  new  opportunity 
to  make  good  with  gratifying  energy 
and  goodwill. 

A  GOOD  INVESTMENT. 

We  are  so  proud  of  the  work 
which  is  done,  from  the  janitor  and 
his  wife  up,  that  we  feel  that  the 
public  should  realize  that  any  contribu- 
tion which  it  sends  to  us  will  be  more 
than  a  good  investment,  because  from 
the  expense  of  its  outlay  must  be  sub- 
tracted a  very  unusual  amount  of  unpaid 
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efifort  and  volunteer  work,  which  in  most 
cases  make  it  what  might  be  considered 
an  investment  with  over  50  per  cent,  re- 
turn. 

PRESIDENT  TAFT  LAYS  THE  CORNERSTONE 
OF  THE  NEW  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Though  this  great  event  in  our  history 
did  not  properly  come  in  our  last  Re- 
port, as  it  happened  after  our  fiscal  year, 
we  could  not  resist  including  an  account 
of  it.  But  it  is  only  fitting  for  us  to 
again  briefly  refer  to  it.  President  Taft, 
who  realized  through  the  work  of  our 
blind  stenographers  and  the  great  insight 
and  sympathy  which  his  brother  had 
shown  our  work,  how  vital  and  impor- 
tant it  was,  had  opened  the  first  repre- 
sentative Exhibition  of  Blind  Workers 
at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House  a  year 
ago.  What  he  saw  then  of  the  prowess 
of  the  blind  athletes  from  Overbrook  and 
others,  sealed  his  interest ;  so,  that  he 
became  eager  with  us  to  have  our  work 
properly  housed  and  most  generously 
laid  the  cornerstone  of  our  new  build- 
ing on  December  20,  1911. 

KINDNESS  OF  MAJOR  BUTT. 

The  President  was  accompanied  by  the 
heroic  Major  Butt,  who  showed  his  un 
failing  kindness  and  presence  of  mind  on 
the  occasion  by  keeping  a  watchful  eye 
not  only  on  his  Chief  but  on  the  blind 
people  on  the  platform,  some  of  whom 
unconsciously  had  approached  danger- 
ously near  the  edge,  and  whose  fall  he 
was  alert  to  prevent. 

Among  the  enthusiastic  groups  who 
were  present  were  the  blind  children  of 
the  public  schools  with  their  teachers, 
who  marched  with  banners ;  the  Blind 
Men's  Improvement  Club ;  the  Blind 
Women's  Club  and  representatives  of 
most  blind  institutions  in  the  neighbor- 
hood and  of  many  from  distant  parts. 
(For  a  full  account  of  this  unique  and 
memorable  event  of  the  founding  of  the 
first  settlement  model  house  for  the 
blind  in  the  world,  see  our  Fifth  Report, 
which  will  be  sent  on  application.) 


PROGRAMME   OF   THE  LAYING 
OFTHECORNERSTONE 
FOR  THE  FIRST  MODEL 
SETTLEMENT  HOUSE 
FOR    THE  BLIND 

No.  Ill  East  59th  Street:  Lighthouse 
No.  1 

To  Give  the  Blind  Light 
Through  Work 

Or  der   of  Exercises 


Prayer — The  Right  Rev.  David  H.  Greer 
Bishop  of  New  York 

Address — The  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 

Selections  from  the  Psalms — The  Rev. 
Dr.  Judah  Leon  Magnes 

Presentation  of  Trotvel  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States — Miss  Grace  Keator 

President  of  the  Blind  Women's 
Club  of  New  York 

Address  and  Cornerstone-Laying — Presi- 
dent William  H.  Taft 

Address — Miss  Winifred  Holt 

Secretary  of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind 

Address — John  A.  Dix 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York 

Address — William  I.  Scandlen 

Of  the  Blind  Men's  Self-Improve- 
ment Club  of  New  York 

Address — Dr.  John  H.  Finley 

President  of  the  Association 

Benediction — The  Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor 
M.  J.  Lavelle 

Committee  on  Reception 
Dr.  Isaac  Lewis      William  I.  Scandlen 
Eben  P.  Morford 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Arrangements 
Major-General  Charles  F.  Roe 
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Akchitect 
William  Welles  Bosworth 

Builder 
Charles  T.  Wills 

In  the  Cornerstone  have  been  placed 
a  photograph  of  President  Taft,  coin  of 
the  country,  papers  of  incorporation,  a 
volume  of  the  Association's  first  report, 
and  specimens  of  work  done  by  the 
blind,  and  photographs  of  the  founders. 

THE  NEW  LIGHTHOUSE. 

The  new  Lighthouse  is  nearing  com- 
pletion as  rapidly  as  is  consistent  with 
its  being  the  best  kind  of  a  building  we 
can  make  of  its  sort.  Because  it  will 
be  a  unique  structure,  many  new  prob- 
lems have  had  to  be  met  and  dealt  with, 
which  have  probably  not  presented  them- 
selves before  in  a  building  of  the  same 
size. 

INFORMATION  BUREAU. 

First  it  must  be  a  registration  and  an 
information  bureau,  where  all  can  learn 
what  is  to  be  known  of  the  blind,  not 
only  of  individual  cases,  who  have  been 
listed  in  the  Census,  but  of  what  is  be- 
ing done  for  the  blind  all  over  the  world, 
and  what  can  be  done  for  them  and 
should  be  done  for  them  here. 

MUSEUM. 

The  Museum  we  aim  to  have  show  the 
history  of  the  emancipation  of  the  blind 
from  the  earliest  times  to  ours,  thus  tell- 
ing in  a  few  minutes,  in  the  most  graphic 
fashion,  a  stirring  tale  of  how  the  blind 
and  their  friends  have  labored  to  grad- 
ually push  aside  their  walls  of  darkness 
and  find  the  light.  Over  the  entrance 
of  this  Museum,  as  Mr.  Satterlee  so 
beautifully  suggested  for  the  entrance  of 
the  Workshop,  should  be  written,  for  the 
blind  to  read,  with  their  ten  eyes,  as 
well  as  for  seeing,  "All  ye  who  enter 
here,  abandon  hopelessness."  The  As- 
sociation is  most  eager  to  make  this  poet- 
ic exhibit  as  interesting  and  complete  as 
possible.     It  now  includes  statues  and 


pictures  by  the  blind,  the  first  alphabet 
books,  writing  appliances,  etc.,  and 
things  which  they  have  made.  (See  the 
Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Museum.) 

WEAVING  AND  ASSEMBLY  ROOM. 

As  our  feeling  is  that  every  bit  of  the 
Lighthouse  should  be  continuously  use- 
ful, we  have  arranged  to  have  what  will 
be  our  busy  workroom,  where  our  blind 
women  weave  their  web  of  independence 
in  the  daytime,  in  the  evening,  on  holi- 
days and  Saturday  turned  into  our  as- 
sembly room  for  club  meetings,  concerts, 
lectures,  dances — for  education  and 
festivity  in  general  at  other  times. 

In  accordance  with  this  plan,  an  in- 
genious method  has  been  devised  to  rail- 
road our  machinery  for  handicraft  quick- 
ly out  of  sight  and  to  transform  our 
beehive  into  a  dignified  auditorium. 

The  gallery  of  the  auditorium  in  day- 
time will  hold  other  busy  workers. 

SALESROOM    AND    APPLICATION  BUREAU. 

Here  we  will  have  our  salesroom, 
where  saleable  goods  made  by  the  blind 
from  anywhere  will  be  sold,  applicants 
will  be  received  for  work,  training  or 
employment,  and  where  the  friends  of  the 
blind  will  be  interviewed  and  given  in- 
formation as  to  how  they  can  best  solve 
their  problems.  In  order  that  the  many 
afflicted  blind  people  and  others  who 
have  their  sad  and  confidential  informa- 
tion to  give  us  may  talk  freely  with  those 
Lighthouse  workers  delegated  to  inter- 
view them,  a  skillful  arrangement  has 
been  made  providing  little  temporary 
offices,  where  our  clients  are  sure  not  to 
be  interrupted  and  can  tell  their  mis- 
eries in  complete  security.  The  Museum 
is  in  the  rear  part  of  the  salesroom. 

GENERAL  AND  SPECIAL  OFFICES,  COMMIT- 
TEE ROOM  AND  LIBRARY. 

The  third  floor  contains  an  up-to-date 
Census  and  Registration  Room,  contain- 
ing the  names  of  the  cases  which  the 
Association  has  investigated.  A  little 
over  10,000  names  have  thus  been  listed 
and  altogether  the  Association  has  come 
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in  contact  with  about  7,000  blind  people. 
The  complete  list,  as  far  as  possible,  of 
the  institutions  and  activities  for  the 
blind  throughout  the  world  are  kept  here 
and  the  general,  clerical  and  office  busi- 
ness of  the  Association  will  be  conducted. 
There  is  also  a  board  room  to  be 
used,  as  well  as  class  room.  The  offices 
of  the  Secretary,  the  Superintendent  and 
the  Library.  The  Library  will  fill  a  very 
special  need  in  keeping  a  supply  of  cur- 
rent literature  concerning  the  blind  both 
in  ink  print,  in  Braille,  New  York,  Moon 
and  the  other  tactile  types. 

(For  further  information  on  this  sub- 
ject please  see  the  Report  of  the  Libra- 
rian.) 

CLASSROOMS,     INCLUDING     THE  DEPART- 
MENT OF  MUSIC,  TUNING,  ETC. 

On  the  third  floor  are  the  rooms  ar- 
ranged for  the  teaching  of  adults  and 
children,  as  already  described,  in  addition 
to  the  work  of  this  kind  already  tmder- 
taken  at  the  old  Lighthouse,  we  hope 
with  better  facilities  to  increase  the  in- 
struction in  music  and  piano  tuning. 

RESIDENT  AND  JANITOR'S  QUARTERS. 

Especial  thought  has  been  given  to 
the  quarters  for  the  resident  and  the  jan- 
itor. As  Lighthouse  work  entails  per- 
petual vigilance,  we  wish  to  make  the 
homes  of  the  guardians  of  the  building 
as  attractive  as  possible,  so  that  they  mav 
really  have  a  chance  to  be  comfortable 
and  to  rest,  and  in  their  brief  hours  for 
recuperation  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
home. 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  RESTAURANT. 

The  restaurant  is  also  an  important 
feature  of  the  new  Lighthouse,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  good,  hot  meals  obtainable 
at  the  smallest  possible  cost,  for  the 
workers  as  well  as  for  the  staff,  may 
prove  of  great  benefit  not  only  to  them 
but  in  the  long  run  to  the  Association, 
which  expeci^s  great  profits  in  increased 
energy  and  vigorous  output  from  this 
helpful  provision. 


THE  GYMNASIUM. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  essential  fea- 
tures of  our  new  plant  and  we  are  glad 
that  in  addition  to  it  we  are  able  to  have, 
in  the  basement,  a  bowling  alley,  and  on 
the  roof  a  running  track,  so  that  we  feel 
that  we  have  overcome  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent  the  usual  objections  to 
city  buildings  for  educational  purposes. 
As  few  realize  the  great  pleasure  that 
athletics  bring  to  the  blind,  in  this  con- 
nection it  may  be  well  to  repeat  that 
bowling  is  recognized  both  here  and 
abroad  as  an  excellent  form  of  sport  for 
them,  and  some  of  the  best  institutions 
find  it  of  great  use.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  running  track. 

THE  SWIMMING  POOL  AND  BATHS. 

Perhaps  our  crowning  joys  in  the  new 
Lighthouse  are  the  swimming  pool  and 
the  baths  Here  not  only  will  we  try 
to  train  our  boys  and  girls  to  emulate 
the  example  of  the  splendid  institutions, 
especiallv  at  Pittsburgh,  Overbrook,  and 
Boston,  where  the  blind  athletes  are 
taught  all  varieties  of  water  sport  as  well 
as  life-saving,  but  we  will  hope  by  ju- 
dicious treatment  of  our  workers  and 
middle-aged  blind  to  strengthen  their 
bodies  and  to  stimulate  their  wits,  so  thai 
they  may  work  better,  live  better  and 
have  much  more  comfort  and  happiness 
in  life.  Perhaps  an  entirely  new  de- 
parture in  plants  for  the  blind  is  the  ad- 
dition of  our  bath  establishment.  This 
will  afford  the  best  opportunity  for  our 
skillful  blind  masseurs  to  practice  their 
art  and,  as  we  have  often  said,  the  verv 
best  masseurs  are  the  blind.  Please  let 
us  prove  this  to  you,  gentle  reader ! 

THE  ROOF  G.\RDEN. 

The  roof  garden  offers  the  best  op- 
portunity for  fresh  air,  and  as  the  ele- 
vatoi  and  dumb-waiter  extend  to  it,  it 
will  not  only  be  possible  for  our  young 
people  to  have  a  good  time  there,  roller 
skating  and  playing  games,  but  our  aged 
and  invalid  friends  can  enjoy,  during 
propitious  weather,  their  parties,  enter- 
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tainments  and  even  club  meetings  out 
of  doors.  It  is  even  possible  that  we 
may  move  our  restaurant  into  the  open 
air  during"  the  summer  months.  In  fact, 
we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  put  in- 
doors outdoors  whenever  it  is  feasible. 
With  this  in  mind,  each  floor  leads  on  to 
an  open  gallery,  so  that  at  will  our 
classes  may  be  held  without  great  effort 
out  of  doors,  or  our  readers  can  take 
their  books  from  the  library  and  stvidy  in 
the  fresh  air. 

LOCATION   OF  THE  BUILDING. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  great 
advantages  of  our  being  located  where 
we  are — on  one  of  the  principal  thor- 
oughfares in  New  York,  easily  accessible 
by  all  lines  of  traffic,  where  we  command 
an  excellent  position  for  our  salesroom, 
and  to  receive  orders  for  our  work. 
Third,  we  are  very  near  the  Park — so 
that  when  our  blind  people  come  to  see 
n?  it  is  only  a  short  walk  for  them  to 
this  pleasure  ground  of  which  they  are 
so  fond ;  it  provides  also  a  splendid 
place  for  our  blind  children  to  play  in. 
It  has  also  been  a  great  convenience  to  be 
able  to  supervise  the  new  building  from 
our  present  quarters. 

OUR  IDEALS. 

Our  ideals  continue  to  be  of  the  high- 
est, but  while  we  aspire  to  help,  ir- 
respective of  creed,  color,  religion,  tem- 
perament or  disease,  all  those  for  whom 
we  keep  the  light  burning,  we  are  in- 
creasingly anxious  to  apply  the  best  pos- 
sible business  methods,  and  to  leave  no 
stone  unturned  to  make  a  cent  or  to  save 
a  cent. 

Like  any  buyer  for  a  retail  firm,  every 
season  we  put  in  our  stock  of  new  ideas, 
and  realize  that  nothing  is  settled  until 
it  is  well  settled,  and  that  the  laws  of 
evolution  obtain  no  less  in  our  work 
than  in  any  other.  As  we  are  pioneers 
in  some  ways,  we  ceaselessly  strive  to 
find  new  fields  and  fresh  openings  to 
broaden  the  horizon  of  usefulness  for 
our  wards. 

OUR  NEEDS. 

As  our  work  is  very  great,  our  needs 


are  in  proportion,  and  our  poverty  is 
merely  a  proof  of  our  activity  and  the 
hunger  with  which  our  blind  seek  our 
help.  Our  work  is  proved,  and  surely 
now  the  public  who  can  see  its  results 
should  supply  us  with  the  means  to  let 
our  staff'  of  devoted  men  and  women 
carry  it  on  to  greater  issues.  Sixty 
thousand  dollars  is  necessary  to  complete 
the  building;  forty  thousand  dollars  to 
pay  for  the  mortgage  on  our  new  Light- 
house and  as  much  as  we  can  get  an- 
nually for  running  expenses  to  push  and 
develop  the  work  to  its  best.  All  con- 
tributions are  welcome,  from  your  old 
clothes  to  your  second-hand  furniture ; 
from  a  ten-cent  piece  to  a  million  dollar 
check.  What  we  are  able  to  do  depends 
on  what  you  give  us. 

^^•HAT  THE  BLIND  HAVE  ACHIEVED. 

There  are  few  high  positions  of  trust 
which  have  not  been  successfully  filled 
by  the  blind.  In  our  own  country  we 
have  blind  Senators,  judges,  inventors 
and  professors ;  not  a  few  efficient  blind 
instructors  of  the  seeing.  Abroad  the 
blind  have  been  rulers,  professors  in  sev- 
eral of  the  leading  imiversities  as  well 
as  inventors  of  great  distinction.  The 
career  in  England  of  Fawcett,  the  blind 
Postmaster-General,  and  in  America  of 
Senator  Gore,  who  has  plaved  such  a  dis- 
tinguished part,  though  blind,  as  the  elo- 
quent though  youngest  Senator  in  Amer- 
ica, have  put  an  end  for  all  time  to  any 
question  of  the  ability  of  the  blind  to 
take  their  important  part  not  onlv  in  the 
seeing  world,  but,  in  helping  wiselv  to 
direct  its  affairs  for  the  greatest  good 
of  the  greatest  number. 

BLINDNESS  WITHOUT  OPPORTUNITY. 

Blindness,  without  opportunity,  is  the 
worst  kind  of  slavery.  Three-quarters  of 
the  blind  lose  their  sight  after  the  school 
age.  When  our  Association  started  there 
was  in  New  York  State,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Industrial  Home  for  Blind 
Mtn  in  Brooklyn,  no  provision,  except- 
ing through  the  agencies  started  by  us, 
to  give  the  independent  blind  men 
and  women  an  opportunity  to  be  self- 
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helpful,  and  to  again  take  their  places 
in  the  work  and  play  of  the  sighted 
world.  Frequently,  we  hear  of  those 
who  have  suddenly  lost  their  sight,  and 
who  have  no  opportunity  for  anything 
but  a  life  of  dependence  and  misery, 
who  are  in  a  desperate  and  hopeless  state. 

SERVICE  FROM  THE  CRADLE  TO  THE  GRAVE. 

A  great  demand  recently  upon  the  As- 
sociation has  been  for  baby  linen.  We 
have  found  several  very  poor  mothers, 
whose  husbands  are  blind,  but  whose 
babies  we  have  kept  from  the  fate  of 
thoir  fathers. 

Very  recently  we  stood  at  the  grave  of 
a  much  beloved  blind  man ;  the  son  of  a 
gentleman  whose  father  fought  in  the 
Rebellion,  and  whose  ancestors  had  borne 
arms  in  the  Revolution,'  the  last  of  his 
line.  Through  sudden  blindness  and  ab- 
soiuie  deafness  he  experienced  that  com- 
plete Isolation  and  cutting  off  from  the 
world  which  we  have  come  to  regard  as 
one  of  the  chief  terrors  of  blindness.  His 
small  savings  soon  went,  and  he  drifted 
around  friendless  and  aimless  until  a  good 
wind  brought  him  to  the  Lighthouse. 
Although  we  could  not  communicate 
with  him  and  he  could  not  see  us,  the 
sweetness  of  his  personality  and  his  pa- 
tient smile  made  us  all  his  instant  friends. 
For  some  time  he  worked  in  the  factory, 
showing  intense  gratitude  and  apprecia- 
tion for  everything  that  was  done  for 
him.  In  the  summer  he  went  to  the  River 
Ught  and  he  was  so  glad  to  be  again  in 
the  country  that  we  found  this  poor  deaf 
man  one  dav  with  his  ear  pressed  against 
the  bark  of  the  tree,  and  his  arms  em- 
bracing it,  and  he  wrote  that  he  was  hug- 
ging it  for  he  loved  it  so,  and  he  was 
so  happy  in  the  country.  Before  he  left 
Cornwall  he  made  a  speech  to  the  other 
guests,  and  though  his  voice  had  that 
strange  monotone  characteristic  of  the 
deaf,  his  exquisite  language  and  the 
beautiful  way  in  which  he  thanked  the 
Association  and  told  the  others  what  its 
ministrations  had  meant  to  him,  made 
most  of  the  merry  party  cry. 

On  his  return  he  worked  industriously 
again  in  our  IModel  Workshop,  where  he 


loved  the  air  and  sunshine,  but  his  pa- 
tience in  his  dark  and  soundless  solitude 
was  not  to  be  much  longer  taxed.  Soon 
we  found  it  best  to  take  him  to  the  hos- 
pital, where  every  attention  and  kindness 
were  showered  upon  him,  and  he  told, 
V,  ith  his  pencil,  the  blind  friends  who  vis- 
ited him  how  contented  and  happy  he 
was.  He  loved  flowers,  which  they 
brought  him  and  when  he  peacefully 
u  ent  into  a  brighter  life  we  could  not  but 
be  glad  that  his  release  had  come  so  soon. 

His  watch  and  his  pathetic  clothes  were 
turned  over  to  the  guardians  of  the 
Lighthouse,  but  no  one  has  claimed  them, 
for  the  only  friends  he  had  in  his  adver- 
sity were  the  Lighthouse  crew,  and  the 
blind  men  in  the  factory. 

It  was  only  just  before  his  death  that 
his  real  name  was  told  us ;  he  had  been 
too  proud  to  drag  it  into  his  poverty  and 
misery.  There  was  a  simple  funeral.  The 
little  congregation  consisted  of  the 
friends  whom  he  had  made  in  his  afflic- 
tion. A  blind  man  played  the  organ,  and 
a  blind  girl  sang  in  a  voice  full  of  joy 
and  promise,  "Lead,  Kindlv  Light,  Lead 
Thou  Me  On." 

S.WED    AND    MADE    SELF-SUPPORTING  BY 
THE  ASSOCIATION. 

There  are  three  men  now  who,  on  ac- 
count of  their  blindness,  were  hopelessly 
despondent  and  sought  death  who  to-day, 
thanks  to  the  offices  of  the  Association, 
are  self-supporting  and  happy.  There 
are  many  others,  men  and  women,  who 
because  they  were  out  of  reach  of  the 
helping  hand  and  cheering  voice,  which 
with  adequate  means  we  are  able  to  sup- 
ply, have  taken  upon  themselves  to  put 
an  end  to  their  misery.  There  are 
hundreds  of  glad,  industrious,  blind  peo- 
ple to-day  who,  largely,  thanks  to  the 
Association,  have  found  their  niche  in 
life  again  and  who  are  making  good  as 
happv  wage-earners. 

Will  you  who  read  this  help,  even 
one  blind  person,  from  a  life  of  total 
despair  into  a  chance  to  take  again  his 
honorable  place  in  the  community.  Even, 
if  YOU  do  not  care  at  this  minute  to 


INDUSTRIAL  HUAJK  I-'OR  THE  BLIND,  BROOKLYN.  N.  V. 
This  was  one  of  the  first  workshops  for  the  Blind.  Its  able  Superintendent  is  Mr.  Eben  P.  Morford. 
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give  in  proportion  to  your  means  and  to 
the  gravity  of  this  problem  which  we 
have  placed  before  you,  at  least  give  us 
five  minutes  more.  Close  your  eyes,  and 
think  for  three  minutes,  what  it  would 
mean  never  to  open  them  again,  but,  to 
live  on  in  unrelieved  darkness,  in  dire 
poverty,  persecuted  with  hunger,  with 
uncongenial  surroundings,  perhaps  ugly 
noises  and  bad  smells  from  which  you 
are  pDwerless  to  escape,  with  your  brain 


ceaselessly  active  and  your  hands  and 
mind  aching  for  the  task  which  was  re- 
fused them.  Then  open  your  eyes  and 
without  further  delay  send  us  the  most 
generous  contribution  of  which  you  are 
capable.  And  give  to  yourself  the  fur- 
ther privilege  of  studying  our  work  more 
closely  and  seeing  how  much  good  you 
are  letting  us  do  for  you  in  finding  for 
the  blind  Light  through  Work. 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  Registry  Room  in  the  Old  Lighthouse — A  good  reason  for  a  new  one.    A  congestion 
exhibit.     We  have  fifteen  Blind  people  on  our  staff 


From  Miss  Helrn  Keller 

"Much  that  is  inspiring  has  been  accomplished  by  the  Association  in  the 
few  years  since  it  was  organized.  It  found  new  and  profitable  occupations  for 
the  sightless.  It  employed  the  first  blind  stenographer  in  the  city  and  the  first 
blind  operator  of  a  telephone  switchboard.  It  opened  an  industrial  class  to 
which  blind  girls  could  go,  and  still  live  at  home.  It  formed  the  first  club  for 
blind  men  and  another  for  women.  It  persuaded  the  public  schools  of  New 
York  to  admit  blind  pupils.  It  started  the  only  Braille  magazine  in  the  country 
for  little  sightless  children.  Its  most  important  and  far-reaching  achievement 
was  to  establish  the  first  lay  committee  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  in  New 
York.  Now  the  quarters  of  the  Association  are  outgrown.  It  needs  more 
room  ;  that  means  it  needs  more  money,  and  that  its  work  is  a  vitally  necessary 
and  growing  work." 


SOME  OTHER  WORK  AND  WORKERS. 


BY  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


SIR  FRANCIS  AND  LADY  CAMPBELL. 

The  retirement  of  Sir  Francis  and 
Lady  Campbell,  Directors  of  the  Royal 
College  for  the  Blind  in  England,  is  a 
source  of  much  regret.  Sir  Francis  has 
been  one  of  the  greatest  forces  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  blind,  who  has 
achieved  great  things  for  them.  His  work 
has  been  nobly  and  ably  supplemented  by 
Ladv  Campbell.  The  following  is  from 
"The  Blind" : 

"Behind  this  remarkable  man  lies  a 
long  life  of  strenuous  and  continuous 
work  on  behalf  of  the  blind — work  along 
lines  for  the  greater  part  originated  and 
carried  out  by  his  own  ever-busy  brain, 
and  no  man  has  better  earned  the  rest 
and  peace  that  age  should  bring.  Sir 
Francis  Campbell  has  been  one  of  the 
giants  of  the  'blind'  world,  and  it  is  a 
mt:tter  of  common  knowledge  that  he  has 
raised  the  status  of  the  blind  to  an  almost 
incredible  extent  by  the  force  of  his  ex- 
ample as  a  blind  man.  The  Royal  Nor- 
mal College  has  indeed  proved  a  guiding 
star  in  the  world  of  blind  education,  and 
has  had  a  helpful  and  uplifting  influence 
in  many  directions.  No  notice  of  Sir 
Francis  Campbell's  work  would  be  com- 
plete without  referring  to  her  who  for  so 
many  years  has  been  the  faithful  sharer 
in  every  detail — the  power  behind  the 
throne,  the  keen  and  loving  eyes  to  the 
blind,  without  whose  wise  and  ready  help 
the  darkness  would  have  been  dark  in- 
deed. Lady  Campbell  comes  second  only 
to  .Sir  Francis  in  the  affectionate  admira- 
tion of  their  many  friends  and  pupils." 

THE  OPENING  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOR- 
EIGN BLIND  ASSOCIATION. 

We  are  deeply  interested  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association's  new .  building  in  London. 
The  excellent  work  which  this  organiza- 
tion is  doing  under  its  earnest  directors 
and  by  its  enthusiastic  and  remarkable 
secretary,  Mr.  Stainsby,  is  well  known. 

In  one  year  it  stereotyped  6,495  plates, 
and  the  number  of  books,  pamphlets,  mag- 
azines and  newspapers  in  Braille  printed 
by  it  was  LS0,189.    The  Association  acts 


as  information  bureau  on  all  matter  ap- 
pertaining to  the  blind  as  well  as  an  ex- 
periment station,  where  new  things  for 
their  happiness  and  relief  are  thought 
out.  The  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  gladly  gives  thanks  for  the  many 
excellent  ideas  which  it  has  borrowed 
from  this  distinguished,  older  organiza- 
tion. It  seems  proper  that  its  new  era, 
in  its  new  plant,  will  be  ushered  in  by 
no  less  a  distinguished  patron  than  King 
Georg-e,  who  has  promised  to  be  present. 

AN  IMPORTANT  ANNIVERSARY. 

TJic  Blind,  an  invaluable  and  success- 
ful Journal,  which  has  been  published  by 
that  indefatigable  friend  and  worker  for 
them,  Mr.  Henry  J.  \\'ilson,  has  com- 
pleted its  fifteen  years  of  luminous  serv- 
ice. Last  year  we  gave  some  space  to 
the  work  accomplished  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
who  is  not  only  the  Secretary  of  Gard- 
ner's Trust  for  the  Blind,  but  the  chair- 
ties  for  them.  Space  permits  us  only  to 
say  that  in  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of 
his  excellent  publication  we  have  anoth- 
er token  of  his  self-sacrifice  and  noble 
service. 

aiORE  ENGLISH  WORK. 

The  work  of  the  L^nion  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan and  adjacent  counties  which 
holds  its  meetings  at  the  office  of  Gard- 
ner's Trust  for  the  Blind,  London,  seems 
to  us  to  repay  the  closest  study.  This 
organization,  in  its  spirit  of  broad 
brotherhood  and  zeal  for  co-operation, 
teaches  an  invaluable  lesson.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, who  has  done  such  great  and  noble 
work  is  Chairman,  and  Sir  Francis  and 
Lady  Campbell  have  been  sympathetic 
members  of  the  Committee,  which  in- 
cludes Mr.  Stuart  Johnson,  whose  labori- 
ous and  efficient  work  in  compiling  his 
volumes,  "Annuities  to  the  Blind,"  has 
been  a  great  public  service ;  also  ]\Iiss 
Beatrice  Taylor,  whose  beautiful  work 
for  the  blind  children  of  "The  Svmbeam 
Branch,"  and  the  publisher  of  a  small 
magazine  for  them,  has  been  largely 
responsible  for  the  Lmion's  taking  un- 
der its  wing  the  London  Ticket  Bureau 
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for  the  Blind,  started  by  friends  of  the 
Association  some  years  ago.  The  Bu- 
reau is  doing-  a  splendid  worlc  of  cheer, 
through  distributing  many  tickets  for 
entertainments  for  the  bhnd.  Full  data 
concerning  the  proceedings  of  this 
Union  and  its  affiliated  branches  may 
be  had  from  "The  Blind,"  published  by 
Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  53  Vic- 
toria Street,  London. 

The  next  tri-ennial  conference  of  the 
blind  will  be  held  in  January,  1914,  at 
York,  England. 

THE    REMOVAL   OF    THE    PERKINS  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

A  very  important  step  in  the  history 
of  the  blind  is  the  completion  of  the  mod- 
el plant  for  them  at  Watertown,  Mass., 
and  the  establishment  as  one  of  the 
most  up-to-date  schools  in  the  world  by 
one  of  our  pioneer  institutions. 

There  is  much  to  learn  from  this  pro- 
grersive  institution,  and  its  report  de- 
serves close  attention. 

We  congratulate  Mr.  Allen,  the  Direc- 
tor, on  the  splendid  results  of  his  investi- 
gations ard  tireless  ei¥orts,  and  his  board 
on  having  followed  the  counsels  of  such 
a  good  friend  and  wise  leader  of  the 
blind. 

ENCOURAGING   INDUSTRIAL  WORK. 

The  work  being  accomplished  by  the 
Pittsburgh  Association  for  the  Blind  and 
its  excellent  workshop  is  stimulating. 
The  salesroom  and  exchange  in  Philadel- 
phia, under  the  direction  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of 
the  Blind  there,  is  more  than  encourag- 
ing, and  the  results  achieved  by  Mr.  Del- 
fino  bear  the  highest  testimony  to  the 
earnest  enthusiasm  which  he  and  Mrs. 
Delfino  have  always  shown  in  the  cause 
of  the  blind. 

LITER.VTURE   FOR   THE  BLIND. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  wel- 
come into  the  field  the  new  little  Braille 
]\Iagazine  published  by  the  Holmes- 
Schenley  Literary  Society  of  the  Western 


Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
at  Pittsburgh  called  the  Illuminator, 
which  chronicles  in  an  attractive  way 
the  happenings  of  the  school  and  gives 
other  interesting  material. 

CO-OPERATION     FROM     OTHER  WORKERS. 

The  aim  of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  has  always  been  and  con- 
tinues to  be  co-operation  with  all  agen- 
cies and  individuals  working  for  good, 
and  we  have  been  deeply  gratified  by  the 
splendid  co-operation,  especially  from  the 
institutions  for  the  blind,  most  notably 
from  Overbrook,  Pittsburgh,  Boston  and 
Illinois,  as  well  as  from  many  other 
agencies,  especially  devoted  to  their  wel- 
fare in  this  country,  as  well  as  abroad. 

In  America  we  should  single  out  per- 
haps among  the  most  co-operative  with 
us  of  the  well-known  instructors  of  the 
blind,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Burritt,  Mr. 
Delfino  and  Miss  Bingham  of  the  Board 
of  Education. 

The  unfailing  helpfulness  in  England 
of  Mr.  Henry  W.  Wilson  and  Miss  Bea- 
trice Taylor  can  never  be  too  keenly  ap- 
preciated. 

In  France  and  Austria  Monsieur 
de  la  Sizeranne,  the  General  Secretary 
of  the  Valentine  Hauy  Association,  and 
Madame  Freyssinier,  Secretary  of  the 
Workshop  for  the  Blind  at  Paris,  have 
been  very  helpful,  and  the  distinguished 
Dr.  Alexander  Mell  of  Austria  has  done 
much  to  add  to  the  interest  of  our  work, 
and  to  help  the  scholarly  extension  of 
our  museum. 

DISTINGUISHED  VISITORS. 

We  have  had  many  distinguished 
visitors — the  President  of  the  LTnited 
States  and  the  Governor  of  New 
York — for  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
stone ;  but  space  only  permits  us 
to  mention  a  few  of  our  Lighthouse 
guests.  Mr.  Choate  spent  some  time 
with  us  dictating  a  letter  to  a  blind 
stenographer  to  his  and  her  satisfaction. 
But  among  distinguished  specialists  in 
work  for  the  blind  we  might  especially 
mention  Dr.   Eraser  of   Halifax,  who 
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cheered  our  workers  by  his  inspiring 
talk ;  Prof.  Sara,  representing  the  Hun- 
garian Government,  and  visitors  from 
Panama,  Japan,  etc. 

MAGAZINES  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Space  is  absolutely  prohibitive  of  men- 
tioning the  many  noble  and  inspiring  ac- 
tivities for  the  blind  being  carried  on 


throughout  the  world,  and  we  can  only 
heartily  recommend  our  readers  to  profit 
by  what  they  are  doing  and  to  keep  in 
touch  with  them  through  reading  "The 
Outlook  for  the  Blind,"  "The  Blind," 
and  the  other  interesting  magazines,  a 
complete  list  of  which  is  given  on  the 
back  of  this  report. 


1^ 
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THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Some  of  the  Officers  of  the  Blind  Women's  Club 
To  the  right  the  blind  stenographei-  is  using  a  shorthand  machine 


A  Blind  Woman's  Rhymed  Thanks  to  The  Association 

Association  dear, 
Reminding  me  from  year  to  year 
That  nothing  to  me  is  due. 
But  ever  I.O.U. 


Un  fIDcmoriam 


WILLIAM  HALE  PATRICK. 

Though  the  death  of  WiUiam  Hale 
Patrick  occurred  November  18,  1911,  so 
near  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  that  an 
account  of  his  life  and  his  portrait  were 
included  in  our  last  Report,  further  men- 
tion of  him  should  properly  be  made 
here. 

Though  totally  blind  and  very  frail, 
Mr.  Patrick  was  chiefly  known  to  the 
Association  as  a  tireless  social  worker, 
whose  ingenuity  and  tact  never  failed  in 
helpfulness  toward  others.  His  courage 
and  wit  were  stimulating  to  all  who  knew 
him. 

As  President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club 
he  did  much  to  strengthen  and  build  up 
that  organization,  and  to  fill  it  with  a 
spirit  of  enthusiastic  good-will  to  lend  a 
hand  to  the  community  at  large.  He  rep- 
resented the  Association  at  the  National 
Conference  of  Blind  Workers  at  Exeter, 
England,  and  won  many  friends  for  him- 
self and  his  work. 

We  can  never  be  too  grateful  for  the 
heritage  of  good-will  and  cheer  which  he 
left  us,  and  his  going  must  always  be  a 
source  of  regret  to  those  who  knew  him. 
and  who  realize  that  his  place  can  never 
be  filled. 

WILHFXM  HEINRICH. 

The  late  Wilhelm  Heinrich  volun- 
teered his  services  at  the  opening  of  the 
blind  workers'  exhibition,  where  his 
beautiful  singing  gave  great  pleasure  to 
President  Taft,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  his 
auditors.  His  death  caused  general  re- 
gret, in  which  the  Association  shares 
deeply.  The  Outlook  for  the  Blind  tells 
us : 

"Wilhelm  Heinrich,  known  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  as  'the  blind 
tenor,'  died  at  his  home  in  Boston  the 
last  of  December. 

"Mr.  Heinrich  in  recent  years  was  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  Boston's  leading  vocal 
teachers.  He  was  a  tireless  worker. 
Aside  from  his  regular  service  as  solo 
tenor  at  the  late  Dr.  Edward  Everett 
Hale's  church  and  his  extensive  teaching. 
Mr.  Heinrich  was  constantly  familiariz- 


ing himself  with  the  latest  works  of  the 
best  modern  composers.  His  annual  re- 
citals in  Boston  had  a  regular  and  recog- 
nized place  in  the  season's  musical  feat- 
ures.   .    .  . 

"The  following  paragraphs  are  taken 
from  a  biographical  sketch  of  Air.  Hein- 
rich : 

"Born  in  1865.  at  Rockford,  111.,  of 
German  parents,  he  early  in  life  exhibited 
such  a  remarkable  musical  talent  as  to  be 
the  wonder  of  all  who  heard  his  boy  so- 
prano voice  in  the  masterpieces  of  Ger- 
man song,  sung  with  so  much  pathos  and 
finish.  For  his  father,  who  came  from 
Bayreuth,  the  great  center  of  Wagner 
opera,  had  imbibed  that  enthusiasm  for 
the  great  master  that  is  so  common 
throughout  Bavaria.    .    .  . 

"The  tragedy  of  his  life  was  the  loss 
of  his  eyesight  at  six  years  of  age, 
through  sickness ;  but  his  father,  un- 
daunted by  this,  felt  that  heaven  had  des- 
tined him  for  music,  and  so,  after  Wil- 
helm's  education  in  the  Illinois  School 
for  the  Blind,  he  proposed  to  take  his  son 
to  Germany,  the  home  of  the  greatest 
tone  poets  of  the  world. 

"But  the  death  of  his  father,  just  be- 
fore graduating,  threw  him,  at  eighteen 
years  of  age,  on  his  own  resources ;  and 
courageously  setting  out,  with  no  guide 
or  means,  he  managed,  by  his  wonderful 
voice,  now  developed  into  a  pure,  flexible 
tenor,  to  get  to  the  leading  teachers  of 
New  York  and  Boston,  where  Annie 
Louise  Cary  and  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Rogers, 
of  Boston,  recognizing  his  wonderful 
gifts,  helped  him  by  suggestion  and  en- 
couragement, until  he,  acting  on  their 
advice,  crossed  the  water  to  fulfill  the 
cherished  aim  of  his  beloved  father. 

"In  Europe  he  found  prompt  recogni- 
tion of  his  gifts  as  a  student,  singer,  and 
artist,  by  William  Cummings,  the  famous 
tenor,  of  London,  who  exclaimed  on 
hearing  him  sing  the  air,  'Then  Shall  the 
Righteous,'  from  'Elijah.'  'Man,  the  Lord 
has  given  you  a  magnificent  voice  I' 

"In  Germany,  with  Herr  Jules  Stock- 
hausen,  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  he 
had  the  rare  instruction  of  that  famous 
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interpreter  of  Schubert,  Scliumann,  and 
Brahms.  Herr  Stockhausen,  feeling  a 
deep  interest  in  one  who  had  braved  fate 
to  find  out  the  secrets  of  his  wonderful 
art,  gave  him  every  advice  and  encour- 
agement, opening  his  library  of  old  music 
to  him,  giving  him  the  traditions  of 
Schubert  and  Schumann,  renditions  of 
song,  and  finally  arousing  such  an  interest 
in  the  historical  field  of  song,  through  the 
fine  old  Italian  masters,  that  young  Hein- 
rich  planned  a  trip  to  Italy,  the  land  of 
poesy  and  melody,  to  get  the  music  of 
the  original  song  writers  of  the  world, 
and  learn  the  historical  traditions  of  in- 
terpretation. It  was  the  result  of  these 
studies  that  brought  out  the  historical 
Cyclus  of  four  song  recitals,  that  aroused 
such  widespread  interest  last  winter  in 
Boston,  the  press  being  loud  in  its  ex- 


pressions of  praise,  stating  that  the  Cy- 
clus had  marked  an  epoch  in  the  devel- 
opment of  song  in  Boston. 

"Mr.  Heinrich  has  prepared  an  histor- 
ical program  of  song,  beginning  with 
the  first  song  ever  written,  including  a 
selection  from  the  first  opera,  and  ending 
with  modern  German  Lieder  of  Brahms, 
Richard  Strauss,  Wagner  and  Reger,  as 
well  as  the  masterpieces  of  Claude  Ut- 
bussy  rendered  after  the  personal  direc- 
tion of  that  much  discussed  composer. 

"Busy  as  he  was,  Mr.  Heinrich  always 
maintained  a  keen  interest  in  efiforts  in 
behalf  of  the  blind. 

"By  his  will  Mr.  Heinrich  left  his  large 
musical  library,  which  includes  many  of 
his  own  compositions,  to  the  Illinois 
School  for  the  Blind,  where  a  memorial 
service  was  held  January  7,  1912." 
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LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK 
THE  SEAL  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
FOR  THE  YEAR  NOVEMBER  1,  1911,  TO  NOVEMBER  1,  1912. 


During  the  past  year  the  New  York 
Committee  on  Prevention  of  Blindness 
has  continued  its  investigation  of  pre- 
ventable causes  of  blindness,  and  has 
sought  to  eliminate  such  causes,  through 
educational  measures  and  co-operation 
with  organizations  and  individuals. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

The  Committee  has  obtained  informa- 
tion from  schools  for  the  blind  in  twenty- 
six  States,  showing  that,  in  1911,  576 
children,  or  23%  of  the  total  number  of 
pupils  in  these  schools  were  needlessly 
blind  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  In 
the  year  1911-12,  out  of  162  pupils  in  the 
New  York  State  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Batavia,  39  were  blind  from  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  Two  of  these  children  had 
been  admitted  to  the  school  during  the 
year,  this  number  being  one  less  than  for 
the  preceding  year. 


An  investigation  made  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  100  cases  of  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum occurring  in  New  York  City  dur- 
ing the  past  year  showed  that  ten  cases 
of  injury  resulted,  six  infants  losing  one 
eye,  the  sight  of  two  children  being  af- 
fected and  two  losing  both  eyes.  Nine 
of  these  cases  were  attended  by  physi- 
cians who  either  failed  to  give  treatment 
or  administered  it  too  late.  Only  one 
case  of  injury,  in  which  the  sight  was 
af¥ected.  resulted  from  a  midwife's  neg- 
lect, although  there  were  16  midwives 
who  were  guilty  of  neglect  in  failing  to 
procure  medical  assistance  until  several 
days  after  the  inflammation  appeared,  or 
not  at  all. 

There  were  only  thirty-six  cases  of 
"babies'  sore  eyes"  reported  to  the  De- 
partment of  Health  during  1911,  while  as 
many  as  126  were  taken  to  eye  hospitals 
for  treatment.    The  Department,  in  its 
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Bulletin  for  November,  1911,  states  that 
it  will  enforce,  in  the  future  more  strictly 
than  in  the  past,  the  provision  of  the 
Sanitary  Code  which  requires  physicians 
and  institutions,  as  well  as  midwives,  to 
report  all  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonator- 
um coming  under  their  observation. 

MIDWIFERY. 

During-  the  past  year,  owing  to  the  ill- 
ness of  the  Executive  Secretary,  it  has 
been  deemed  best  by  the  Committee  to 
defer  the  work  which  it  had  especially 
hoped  to  undertake  in  connection  with 
the  State  control  of  midwives,  as  outlined 
in  its  last  report. 

The  Bellevue  School  for  Midwives, 
which  was  opened  in  1911,  has  now  been 
in  operation  for  nearly  a  year.  It  has 
already  graduated  one  class  of  fifteen  pu- 
pils and  is  now  nearly  at  the  close  of  its 
second  six  months'  session.  This  school 
is  increasing  in  size,  both  as  regards  pu- 
pils and  patients,  and  in  the  qualitv  of 
its  midwifery  service  :  each  midwife  gain- 
ing a  thorough  practical  training  as  well 
as  theoretical  knowledge  of  her  work. 

TRACHOMA. 

The  Committee  has  continued  to  co- 
operate with  the  Trachoma  Clinic  of  the 
City  Department  of  Health  in  supplying 
record  forms,  carfare  for  children  living 
at  a  distance,  and  circulars,  prepared  by 
the  Department,  containing  instructions 
for  home  treatment.  As  a  result  of  the 
work  of  the  Department  of  Health  dur- 
ing the  past  ten  years,  it  is  the  belief  of 
the  doctors  of  the  clinic  that  trachoma  is 
much  less  prevalent  and  cases  are  much 
milder  in  form.  An  important  step  in 
the  control  of  this  disease  is  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  ophthalmic  school  by  the 
Departments  of  Education  and  Health, 
where  children,  who  were  formerly  ex- 
cluded from  school  for  eye  infections, 
are  now  being  taught  in  mixed  grade 
classes.  Trachoma  exists  in  other  parts 
of  the  State ;  two  epidemics  in  small 
town  schools  having  been  reported  during 
the  year.  Quarantine  measures  were  in- 
stituted in  one  of  these  by  the  State 
Department  of  Health  ;  the  other  was  re- 


ported to  the  Board  by  this  Committee 
for  further  investigation. 

WOOD  ALCOHOL. 

Seventeen  new  cases  of  blindness  and 
death  from  wood  alcohol  poisoning  in 
New  York  were  reported  to  the  Com- 
mittee during  the  year.  Drinking  liquors 
and,  in  one  case,  paregoric,  adulterated 
with  wood  alcohol,  and  inhaling  the 
fumes  of  varnish  which  was  made  with 
wood  alcohol,  caused  the  injury.  The 
cases  investigated  by  the  Committee  were 
reported  to  the  competent  authorities  for 
official  investigation.  In  addition,  the 
Committee  has  made  a  study  of  the  who'e 
question  of  wood  alcohol  poisoning,  this 
inquiry  having  comprised,  in  addition  to 
an  investigation  of  cases  reported  by  eye 
hospitals  in  New  York  City,  a  study  of 
the  histories  of  nearly  500  cases  collected 
from  a  variety  of  sources ;  a  study  of 
wool  alcohol  manufacture  in  this  coun- 
try and  also  of  industrial  alcohol ;  a  study 
of  the  laws  in  this  country,  and  also  in 
foreign  countries,  relating  to  the  manu- 
facture, sale  and  use  of  wood  alcohol ; 
and  finally  an  investigation  of  the  label- 
ing and  sale  of  this  product  by  retail 
druggists,  painters  and  grocers  in  this 
city. 

The  Committee  has  concluded  that 
much  of  the  injury  which  results  from 
drinking  liquors  adulterated  with  wood 
alcohol  (which  constitutes  one  of  the  ser- 
ious aspects  of  the  problem)  may  have 
been  due  to  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
saloon  keepers  and  others,  of  the  danger- 
ous nature  of  this  poison  when  taken  in- 
ternally, since  not  all  containers  of  wood 
alcohol  are  labeled  poison,  nor  all  forms 
of  this  product — particularly  Columbian 
spirits,  which  is  a  trade  name  for  refined 
wood  alcohol.  In  this  connection  the 
Committee  would  therefore  recommend 
that  every  container  of  wood  alcohol  in 
any  form  and  in  any  mixture  should  be 
properly  labeled.  The  State  pharmacy 
law  states  that  "it  is  unlawful  for  any 
person  to  sell  at  retail  or  to  furnish  .  .  . 
methyl  or  wood  alcohol  .  .  .  with- 
out affixing  or  causing  to  be  affixed 
to  the  bottle,  box,  vessel  or  package,  a 
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label."  But  this  section  of  the  law,  as 
shown  above,  has  not  been  rigidly  en- 
forced. 

The  inhalation  of  the  fumes  of  wood 
alcohol,  which  constitutes  the  other  chief 
danger  of  this  problem,  occurs  most  fre- 
quently in  beer-vat  varnishing.  The 
wood  alcohol  varnish  which  causes 
injury  in  the  majority  of  such  cases  is 
used  for  coating  the  inside  of  beer  vats, 
it  being  customary  in  the  brewing  indus- 
try to  shellac  the  interior  of  large  vats 
in  which  beer  is  stored,  for  the  sake  of 
preserving  the  beer.  These  vats,  which 
are  ten  or  fifteen  feet  high,  have  only 
small  pipe  openings  in  the  top,  and  one 
below  about  large  enough  to  permit  a 
workinan  to  crawl  through.  When  var- 
nish which  contains  wood  alcohol  is  used, 
artificial  ventilation,  by  means  of  a  dyna- 
mo, which  pumps  in  fresh  air,  is  usually 
employed  and  the  workmen  are  permit- 
ted to  work  for  only  a  half  hour  at  a 
time,  coming  out  into  the  open  air  and 
resting  every  alternate  thirty  minutes.  In 
the  cases  of  poisoning  from  inhalation, 
which  occurred  recently,  two  men  were 
killed  and  one  man  was  blinded  because 
no  fresh  air  was  supplied  while  they 
were  at  work  in  the  interior  of  the  vat ; 
in  two  other  instances  one  man  was 
blinded  and  one  killed  because  the  time 
usually  allowed  for  rest  in  the  open  air 
was  shortened  from  thirty  to  twenty 
minutes. 

The  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
wood  alcohol  poisoning  from  inhalation 
might  be  prevented  if  adequate  ventila- 
tion in  industries  where  the  fumes  of 
wood  alcohol  constitute  a  menace  to 
workmen  were  required. 

Another  measure  which  suggests  it- 
self, as  one  of  the  first  steps  to  be  taken 
for  preventing  further  unnecessary  blind- 
ness and  death  from  wood  alcohol  poi- 
soning, is  educational  work  among  saloon 
keepers,  brewers,  druggists  and  otlier 
tradesmen,  as  well  as  the  public  at  large. 

EDUC.XTION. 

The  educational  work  of  the  Commit- 
tee has  been  as  follows  :  The  publication 
of  a  ninth  edition  of  its  circular  Xumber 


1,  "The  Prevention  of  Blindness,"  a  sec- 
ond edition  of  Number  4,  "Directions  to 
Mothers,  Midwives  and  Nurses  for  the 
Prevention  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum," 
and  two  editions  of  its  third  annual 
report. 

During  the  year,  19,573  of  the  Com- 
mittee's publications  have  been  distrib- 
uted, and  talks  on  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  have  been  given  before  the 
Central  Nurses'  Club  of  New  York  City, 
before  the  International  Conference  on 
Hygiene  and  Demography  and  before 
the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society. 

The  Committee's  exhibits  have  been 
shown  at  16  conferences,  and  one  exhibit 
has  been  prepared  and  sold  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  University  of  Texas.  Sets 
of  lantern  slides  have  been  loaned  in  five 
States,  and  two  duplicate  sets  sold. 

Articles  on  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
prepared  by  the  Committee,  have  ap- 
peared in  tile  New  York  Medical  Jour- 
nal, the  Medical  Review  of  Reviews,  the 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  Magazine  and 
the  Survey,  while  press  notices  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  and  wood  alco- 
hol have  appeared  in  a  large  number  of 
newspapers  throughout  the  State  and 
country. 

CO-OPER.\TION. 

In  addition  to  the  assistance  received 
and  most  gratefully  acknowledged  from 
all  organizations  and  individuals  men- 
tioned above,  the  Committee  has  cooper- 
ated with  the  "Brooklyn  Social  Service 
Committee  of  the  Men  and  Religion  For- 
ward Movement,"  which  desires  to  in- 
clude the  prevention  of  blindness  among 
its  subjects  of  study  and  propaganda ; 
and  with  the  Brooklyn  Association  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor, 
which,  through  a  recent  bequest,  is  able 
to  take  up  work  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  in  Brooklyn. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Committee  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  to  continue  its  pres- 
ent investigations ;  to  make  special  stud- 
ies of  lighting  conditions,  industrial  ac- 
cidents, and  occupational  diseases  of  the 
eye ;  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  ophthalmia  neonatorum  re- 
porting law  ;  to  continue  its  efforts  in  be- 
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half  of  State  control  and  better  training 
of  midwives  ;  and  to  work  in  co-operation 
with  otlier  organizations  toward  the  re- 
vision and  enforcement  of  the  laws  which 
relate  to  the  sale,  labeling  and  use  of 
wood  alchohol. 

The  expenses  of  the  Committee  during 
the  year  have  amounted  to  $4,788.06. 


The  renewal  of  its  grant  of  $5,000,  for 
the  fifth  year,  by  the  Russell  Sage  Foun- 
dation, has  made  possible  the  continuance 
of  the  work  of  the  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Com- 
mittee, Louise  Schofield, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  ABOVE  REPORT. 


CASE     OF     POISONING     FROM  DRINKING 
LIQUOR  ADULTERATED  WITH  WOOD 
ALCOHOL. 

On  Thursday  morning,  July  6,  1911,  I. 
B.,  a  painter  of  New  York  City,  aged  58, 
took  a  drink  of  "weinsse  schnapps,"  pur- 
chased, according  to  various  accounts,  at 
a  saloon  on  Suffolk  street.  No  infor- 
mation was  obtainable  as  to  the  patient's 
condition  on  Thursday.  On  Friday 
morning  he  complained  of  dimness  of 
vision.  On  Saturday  morning,  July  8,  he 
became  totally  blind,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, 
v.'here  his  case  was  diagnosed  as  blind- 
ness from  toxic  amblyopia  resulting  from 
drinking  wood  alcohol.  This  case  was 
reported  to  the  City  Department  of 
Health,  and  the  Court  imposed  a  fine  of 
$100  only. 

CASE     OF     POISONING     FROM  DRINKING 
PAREGORIC  ADULTERATED  WITH  WOOD 
ALCOHOL. 

S.  J.,  of  New  York  City,  a  colored 
woman  about  37  years  old.  said  that  on 
the  evening  of  July  4,  1912,  to  ease  head 
and  abdominal  pains,  she  drank  some 
paregoric.  On  awakening  the  following 
morning  she  felt  very  dizzy  and  ill,  and 
finally  had  to  be  removed  to  the  hospital, 
where  two  days  later,  upon  regaining 
consciousness,  she  was  totally  blind.  At 
the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, 
where  she  has  now  regained  sufficient 
sight  to  distinguish  objects  at  a  distance, 
her  case  was  diagnosed  as  blindness 
from  wood  alcohol  poisoning.     The  pa- 


tient's husband  said  that  his  wife  was  ad- 
dicted to  the  use  of  paregoric  and  that 
she  had  confessed  to  him  that  she  drank 
60  cents'  worth,  or  about  12  oz.,  on  July 
4th,  and  they  both  mentioned  a  drug 
store  located  near  the  patient's  home  as 
the  one  at  which  she  usually  purchased 
paregoric.  This  case  was  reported  to 
the  City  Department  of  Health. 

CASE  OF  POISONING  FROM  INHALING  THE 
FUMES  OF  WOOD  ALCOHOL. 

Gustav  K.,  21  years  old,  his  brother, 
and  two  other  men  were  employed  by  a 
brewery  in  November,  1911,  to  varnish 
the  interiors  of  its  storage  vats.  No  ar- 
tificial means  of  ventilating  the  vats  were 
used  and  in  consequence,  all  four  men 
soon  began  to  show  signs  of  poisoning. 
On  the  second  day  after  arriving  home 
from  work  Gustav  K.  was  dizzy  and 
walked  as  if  he  were  intoxicated.  The 
next  morning  he  was  feverish,  nause- 
ated and  had  a  rash  on  his  face  and  body 
and  was  not  able  to  go  to  work.  His 
sight  then  began  to  fail  gradually  and 
about  a  week  later,  when  he  entered  the 
Ophthalmic  and  Aural  Institute,  he  could 
not  see  at  all.  Although  his  condition 
has  improved  under  treatment,  his  sight 
is  permanently  affected. 

The  brother  of  Gustav  K.,  after  work- 
ing three  days,  showed  some  of  the  symp- 
toms of  poisoning — reeling,  headache, 
etc.,  but  no  more  serious  effects. 

The  two  men  who  had  been  employed 
with  the  brothers,  also  worked  three 
days.  Both  were  poisoned.  One  died 
the  following  day  and  the  other  two  days 
later. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DOCTOR  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR 

THE  BLIND. 


During-  the  past  year  there  have  been 
many  calls  on  the  Physician  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  his  office  and  at  the  Clinic  for 
consultation  and  treatment  for  our  blind 
wards. 

Several  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been 
treated  and  placed  in  Sanatoria ;  others 
in  need  of  hospital  treatment  have  been 
placed  in  various  hospitals. 

In  the  Model  Plants — The  Bourne 
Workshop  of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  and  the  new  Lighthouse  in 
59th  Street,  we  welcome  the  best  equip- 
ment for  the  welfare  and  development  of 
the  physical  welfare  for  the  blind.  In 
this  regard  we  may  mention  as  being  par- 
ticularly helpful  the  Swimming  Pool,  the 


Baths,  the  Gymnasium,  and  above  all  the 
Roof  Gardens,  which  are  accessible  by 
elevator,  so  that  our  aged  and  invalid 
friends  may  benefit  to  the  greatest  possi- 
ble extent  by  the  fresh  air  and  sunshine. 
These  valuable  assets  have  been  given 
room  throughout  the  building  by  ample 
windows  and  a  carefullv  worked  out  sys- 
tem of  ventilation.  The  River  Light 
House  has  also  been  invaluable  in  help- 
ing the  blind  who  went  there  to  regain 
their  strength  and  spirits — through  the 
good  rest  and  cheer  of  the  country. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Seward  Erdman,  M.D. 


REPORT  OF  OCULIST  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND. 


In  reporting  on  our  activities,  particu- 
lar attention  should  be  laid  on  the  need 
for  continued  work  in  ascertaining  the 
direct  causes  of  preventable  eye  troubles 
and  in  taking  measures,  in  co-operation 
with  many  different  bodies,  to  eliminate 
such  causes.  The  Association  has  re- 
ferred to  me  various  cases  of  preventable 
diseases  of  the  eye,  men  stricken  in  youth 
or  in  their  prime,  who  would  be  con- 
demned in  many  instances  to  a  life  of 
idleness  were  it  not  for  the  opportunities 
offered  through  the  Lighthouse. 

In  clinic  work  lead  and  wood  alcohol 
head  the  list  of  accidental  eye  poisons. 
There  are  one  hundred  and  fiftv  trades 
in  which  lead  is  used  sufficiently  to  be 
dangerous.  It  is  hoped  that  the  statistics 
of  lead  poisoning  now  being  gathered  by 
the  State  Departments  of  Labor,  may 
focus  the  attention  of  the  public  on  the 
need  for  more  laws  forcing  employers  to 
provide  proper  ventilation,  etc.  All  work- 
ers for  the  blind  feel  the  necessitv  for 
extending  the  campaign  of  education  on 


the  dangers  of  wood  alcohol.  Ten  cases 
of  death  or  blindness  among  beer  vat  var- 
nishers  (poisoned  by  fumes  which  con- 
tain wood  alcohol)  have  occurred  in  the 
State  the  past  two  years.  One  of  the 
men  recently  received  at  the  Workshop 
for  Blind  Alen  is  a  victim  of  this  entirely 
preventable  occupational  disease. 

The  Association,  through  the  cases  for 
whom  its  aid  is  constantly  besought, 
strongly  realizes  the  need  for  remedial 
legi-slation  and  is  glad  to  give  voice  to 
and  aid  every  movement  toward  this  end. 

In  conservation  of  life  we  are  still  in 
some  ways  a  generation  behind  Europe, 
but  the  conservation  idea  is  being 
gra.sped  so  enthusiasticallv  that  we  must 
soon  take  our  proper  place  among  the 
advanced  nations. 

For  statistics  as  to  the  ocular  treat- 
ment given  to  the  wards  of  the  Associa- 
tion, see  "Work  of  the  Association  in 
Brief." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Ward  A.  Holden,  M.D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE   WORKSHOP  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Through  the  generosity  of  Miss  Emily 
H.  Bourne,  and  as  a  memorial  to  the 
Bourne  family,  the  Bourne  Workshop 
for  Blind  Men  became  available  to  the 
Association's  uses  during  the  early  sum- 
mer of  1912.  This  splendid  building  is 
of  fireproof  construction  throughout, 
and  is  fitted  with  every  auxiliary  appli- 
ance, such  as  sprinkler  system  and 
vacuum  cleaner,  for  their  safety  and 
health,  and  such  as  restaurant  and  roof 
garden  for  their  pleasure  and  comfort 
— in  a  word,  every  suitable  appliance 
which  the  experience  of  the  Associa- 
tion's officers  or  the  ingenuity  of  the 
generous  donor  could  suggest. 

Among  these  congenial  surroundings 
the  work  of  the  blind  men  has  been  hap- 
pier, and  their  many  expressions  of 
gratitude  have  been  heartfelt  and  touch- 
ing. The  larger  quarters  acorded  by 
the  new  workshop  will  enable  the  Asso- 
ciation to  give  employment  to  a  much 
larger  nvmiber  of  men  as  soon  as  addi- 
tional equipment  can  be  obtained. 

In  spite  of  the  interruptions  during 
moving,  the  men's  workshop  has  given 
employment  to  59  different  men  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  November  1.  1912, 
as  compared  with  50  men  employed  dur- 
ing the  corresponding  period  last  year. 
The  list  of  wage-earners  includes  46 
names  at  present. 

This  year  the  number  of  brooms  made 
has  increased  from  51.348  last  year  to 
52,819,  a  gain  of  1,471.  The  number  of 
chairs  caned  has  decreased  from  4.661 
last  year  to  4,257  this  year.  Since  chair 
caning  is  an  unprofitable  employment, 
for  which  only  small  wages  can  be  paid, 
while  broom  making  pays  the  men  much 
better,  these  figures  are  seen  to  be  a  gain 
throughout.  Chair  caning  is  maintained 
in  order  to  give  blind  men  an  opportu- 
nitv  to  earn  a  little  monev  until  such  a 


time  as  they  have  gained  enough  skill 
with  their  fingers  to  go  to  the  more 
profitable  occupation  of  broom  making. 
The  men  occupied  in  caning  chairs  are 
classed  in  the  Instructive  Department, 
where  we  now  have  14  employed,  as 
compared  with  32  piece  workers. 

In  order  to  give  more  profitable  em- 
ployment than  chair  caning  to  men  in  the 
Instructive  Department,  the  workshop 
has  begun  to  give  instruction  in  mop 
making.  The  object  is  to  pay  the  men 
the  highest  possible  wages  that  their 
work  will  command.  Our  greatest  pres- 
ent need  is  more  working  capital  and 
more  equipment,  so  that  we  may  pur- 
chase supplies  on  a  larger  scale,  and 
therefore  more  economically,  and  so  that 
men  can  be  graduated  from  chair  caning 
to  broom  making  as  soon  as  they  are 
capable  of  doing  the  advanced  work. 
The  quality  of  our  brooms  is  now  well 
known,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  met 
with  in  disposing  of  our  product  as  fast 
as  we  can  make  it,  notwithstanding  that 
our  price  •  ..aterially  above  the  market, 
so  that  we  are  shut  out  of  all  competitive 
bidding  where  quality  is  not  considered. 

During  the  summer  of  1912  15  blind 
school  bo}  s  were  instructed  in  basket 
making  and  chair  caning. 

The  total  receipts  from  sales  of  the 
workshop  were  $22,264.40;  from  this 
amount  we  paid  our  men  in  wages  $12,- 
042.82.  It  is  our  aim  to  pay  our  work- 
ers the  largest  possible  wages. 

The  restaurant  is  now  supplying  dur- 
ing the  noon  hour  coffee  at  two  cents 
per  cup  and  tea  at  one  cent,  while  a  meat 
dish,  with  bread,  is  provided  at  seven 
cents,  which  is  estimated  as  cost  price. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Bradley  Stoughton, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE  C0:MMIT- 
TEE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


To  the  Secretary  of  the  Neiv  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind : 

As  chairman  of  the  Social  Service 
Committee,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  the  Committee  has  held  its  regular 
meeting  throughout  the  year  and  that  it 
has  striven,  with  a  large  measure  of  suc- 
cess, to  meet  the  many  demands  made 
upon  its  services.  One  itemized  state- 
ment of  the  activities  of  the  year  is  sub- 
mitted separately. 

In  order  not  to  deal  entirely  with 
figures,  but  to  give  some  idea  of  the 
intense  and  appealing  human  side  of  the 
work  of  the  Committee,  there  is  perhaps 
no  better  way  than  to  take  a  few  inci- 
dents, selected  at  random,  as  they  arise 
at  our  services : 

"Go  to  your  workshop  ?  SURE  !  I 
didn't  know  there  was  a  place  where  a 
blind  man  could  work.  I  think  I  can 
learn  to  cane  chairs." 

(He  went  and  has  been  learning  to 
cane  chairs.  At  the  time  he  was  first 
visited  he  had  absolutely  no  means  for 
obtaining  food  and  there  was  none  in 
his  home.) 

A  married  man,  with  wife  and  five 
children,  has  been  aided  in  starting  in  the 
coal  and  wood  business.  During  the 
summer  months  he  also  sold  ice.  He  has 
a  small  basement  for  his  stock  in  trade, 
and  having  been  favorably  known  in  his 
neighborhood  the  residents  buy  from 
him. 


A  married  man,  aged  eighty-five,  who 
fought  in  our  Civil  War  and  was 
wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Antietam,  has 
received  visitors,  fruit,  flowers,  etc.  The 
absolute  simplicity  and  gentleness  of  this 
man,  and  the  devotion  shown  to  him  by 
his  wife,  could  form  a  text  for  a  sermon 
for  those  who  have  all  their  facilities  and 
have  no  need  to  worry  over  financial  and 
physical  limitations ! 

"And  so  you've  been  in  Scotland. 
Tell  me  all  about  it.  It's  so  pleasant  to 
have  some  one  come  in  and  talk  of  my 
native  home  land  to  me.  No !  I'll  not  go 
to  a  hospital  while  the  wife  (reaching  out 
his  hand  to  clasp  hers)  remains  with  me. 
We've  been  so  long  together  it  would  kill 
us  to  be  separated,  and  it's  but  a  short 
time  now,  anyway!" 

The  Association  will  keep  this  devoted 
couple  together  for  that  "short  time." 

The  Committee  feels  deeply  its  loss  in 
the  death  of  ^Ir.  \\'illiam  Hale  Patrick, 
who,  though  sightless,  had  the  rare  gift 
"to  see  into  people's  hearts"  and  to  find 
there  the  best. 

We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  the  cordial  support  given  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee.  With  the  greatly  in- 
creased facilities  which  their  labors  have 
provided,  we  look  forward  to  the  coming 
year  as  one  of  record  achievement. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.WMOND  C.  Knox. 

Columbia  L'niversity.  Dec.  2,  1912. 


A  Tribute  from  a  Reader  of  the  Search  Light. 
NEW  YORK  ST.\TE  LIBRARY. 

January  3,  1912. 

New  York  Associatiox  for  the  Blind, 
118  East  59th  Street, 
New  York  City 

Dear  Sir: 

May  I  thank  you  for  the  December  number  of  your  "Searchlight"  which  was 
received  at  the  library  this  morning.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  know  the  subscrip- 
tion price  of  the  interesting  little  magazine. 

I  hope  that  I  may  add  my  most  hearty  congratulations  to  the  many  that  you 
are  constantly  receiving  for  your  wonderful  work  for  the  blind. 

Very  truly  yours, 

M.  C.  C. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  CLUB. 


The  meetinp^s  during  the  past  year 
have  been  characterized  by  a  steady 
growth  in  independence  and  a  broaden- 
ing of  interests. 

One  of  our  first  steps  was  the  contri- 
bution of  $5.00  to  the  Uniform  Type 
Committee,  thereby  supporting  a  move- 
ment which  is  of  universal  interest 
among  the  Wind. 

An  entire  change  was  made  in  plan- 
ning for  our  outing  this  year.  In  the 
first  place,  the  number  was  limited  to 
our  own  Club  members,  and  then  it  was 
decided  to  go  to  Van  Cortlandt  Park 
instead  of  to  the  seashore,  as  it  is  easy 
of  access.  About  twenty-five  of  us  spent 
the  day  there,  the  main  diversion  being 
an  enjoyable  auto  ride.  The  expenses  of 
the  day  were  defrayed  entirely  bv  the 
Club,  a  portion  of  the  amount  having 
been  raised  at  the  June  strawberry  festi- 
val. 

The  concert  given  by  Mr.  Owen, 
whose  continued  kindness  means  so 
much  to  us  each  year,  netted  $114.15. 
The  money  was  devoted  as  usual  to 
sending  women  and  their  guides  to  the 
country.  The  number  sent  this  year  was 
not  as  large  as  usual,  but  this  fact  is 
explained  by  the  kindness  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  inviting  so  many  of  our  mem- 
bers to  Riverlight,  its  new  Vacation 
Home. 

We  feel   that   our  Club  has  gained 


greatly  in  dignity  by  its  affiliation  with 
the  New  York  City  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs.  This  was  effected  in 
October,  at  the  convention  of  the  Feder- 
ation, held  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  where  we 
were  represented  by  the  required  num- 
ber of  delegates.  At  this  convention  we 
subscribed  $5  towards  the  Scholar- 
ship Fund.  The  feeling  of  peculiar 
satisfaction  which  comes  from  this  union 
with  the  Federation  lies  in  the  fact  that 
our  Club  is  thereby  placed  on  an  equal 
footing  with  clubs  composed  of  sighted 
women,  it  being  our  wish  always  to  fol- 
low the  ideal  held  by  all  intelligent  blind 
people — to  act  and  be  treated  as  far  as 
possible  as  if  they  were  not  blind. 

It  is  with  the  most  pleasurable  antici- 
pation that  we  look  forward  to  the  lec- 
tures to  be  given  under  the  supervision 
of  Dr.  Leipziger,  through  the  Board  of 
Education.  Those  held  during  the  past 
year  on  literary  subjects  were  full  of  in- 
terest for  us  all. 

By  the  time  our  next  report  appears 
we  hope  to  be  out  of  our  present 
cramped  quarters.  The  pleasant  and  ade- 
quate accommodations  which  will  be 
ours  in  the  new  Lighthouse  should  prove 
a  stimulus  to  us  in  our  earnest  endeavor 
to  broaden  and  grow. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Grace  E.  Ke.\tor, 
President  of  Women's  Club. 


A  Blind  Woman  Thanks  the  Association  for  Educating  Those 
Who  are  in  Darkness. 

New  York,  December  26,  1911. 

May  success  be  at  all  times  with  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  for 
the  interest  it  has  taken  in  educating  those  who  are  in  darkness.  May  the  blessings 
of  God  be  with  you,  and  may  God  give  you  health  and  strength  to  fulfill  the  obli- 
gation resting  upon  your  shoulders. 

In  wishing  you  a  most  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year,  I  beg  to  remain, 


Very  respectfully, 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BLIND   iNIEN'S  IMPROVE- 
MENT CLUB. 


November  26,  1912. 
Miss  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary. 

Dear  Miss  Holt  :  Herewith  I  beg 
to  hand  you  my  report  of  The  Blind 
Men's  Improvement  Club  of  New  York 
for  the  year  ending  November  1,  1912. 

During  the  year  ending  November  1, 
1912,  the  Club  has  held  nineteen  regular 
meetings,  two  open-air  "smokers,"  a 
benefit  concert  and  an  outing. 

New  members  have  been  added  to  the 
roll,  and  the  already  high  standard  of 
interest  and  active  participation  in  de- 
bate and  in  the  business  of  the  Club  ad- 
vanced. 

Through  the  kindness  of  its  many 
friends,  programs  of  great  interest  and 
value  have  been  provided  for  almost 
every  meeting.  These  have  included 
music,  addresses  and  talks  on  subjects 
of  current  moment  and  travel.  The 
thanks  of  the  Club  are  due  to  those  who 
have  so  generously  given  of  their  talents 
in  its  behalf ;  also  to  those  who  gave 
their  help  at  its  benefit  concert,  by  which 
the  sum  of  $107.50  was  added    to  its 


resources.  The  Club  was  thus  enabled, 
through  its  Visiting  Committee,  to  pro- 
vide delicacies  for  sick  members  and  in 
a  small  measure  to  relieve  distress. 

A  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  this  bene- 
fit concert  was  also  devoted  to  the  an- 
nual outing,  which  this  year  was  held  at 
South  Beach,  and  was  attended  by  102 
people.  The  occasion  was  one  of  great 
pleasure  and  profit,  the  entire  day  being 
given  over  to  bathing,  outdoor  sports  and 
the  enjoyment  of  a  good  dinner. 

The  'smokers,"  as  in  previous  years, 
were  largely  attended  and  served  to  keep 
alive  the  club  spirit  and  to  strengthen 
the  social  bond  that  is  steadily  drawing 
the  members  into  closer  relation  with 
each  other  and  making  the  Club  more 
and  more  efficient  as  a  working  vmit  in 
the  great  cause  of  the  uplift  of  the  blind. 

Total  number  of  meetings  of  Club 
since  organization,  129. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  I.  Scandlin, 
President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Our  Library,  which  occupies  part  of  a 
room  in  which  eleven  other  activities  are 
carried  on,  has  outgrown  its  present 
cramped  quarters,  a:nd  we  are  looking 
forward  with  eagerness  to  removing  to 
the  new  Lighthouse,  where  we  shall  have 
ample  space  for  expansion. 

We  are  indebted  to  Miss  Beatrice 
Taylor,  of  London,  for  Comrades,  and 
to  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  at  Pittsburgh,  for  its  con- 
tribution of  The  lUuminator,  published 
in  English  Braille  for  children.  This  is 
an  attractive  quarterly  magazine,  pub- 
lished by  the  Holmes-Schenley  Literary 
Society  of  the  above-named  institution. 
Besides  matters  of  vital  interest  to  the 
blind,  it  contains  poems  of  merit,  quota- 


tions from  the  best  literature  and  bits  of 
humor,  and  on  the  whole  gives  -promise 
of  becoming  an  important  factor  in  the 
future  history  of  the  blind. 

Our  own  Searclilio^ht  magazine,  under 
the  spiritual  editorship  of  the  Light- 
house keepers,  continues  to  interest  its 
readers,  and  we  are  constantly  receiving 
letters  of  approval. 

Another  interesting  feature  is  the 
publication  in  English  Braille  and  Moon 
of  "The  Short  Life  of  Henry  Fawcett," 
written  for  the  Searchlis^hf  magazine  by 
Miss  Holt,  and  printed  in  ink  print  for 
all  children  everywhere. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Anna  Duffy, 

Librarian. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MUSEUM  OF  THE 
NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


To  the  Secretary  of  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following: 

The  Museum  continues  to  grow  stead- 
ily, but  unfortunately,  owing  to  lack  of 
funds  and  space,  it  has  been  impossible 
to  display  to  proper  advantage  our  many 
important  and  interesting  exhibits.  Most 
of  these  we  are  now  forced  to  keep  in 
boxes  and  barrels  or  crowded  into  or  on 
top  of  one  large  book  case.  For  this  rea- 
son it  is  not  generally  known  that  the  ex- 
hibits of  our  museum  rank  with  the  most 
important  of  their  kind  in  the  world. 
We  have  many  rare  examples  represent- 
ing the  industrial,  educational  and  pic- 
torial progress  of  the  blind,  such  as 
specimens  of  excellent  cabinet  work  and 
weaving  by  the  blind,  the  first  alphabet 
and  books  for  their  use,  bas-reliefs  from 
the  time  of  the  Pharaohs  and  the  fifteenth 
century,  illustrating  the  history  of  the 
blind  and  examples  of  the  work  of  the 


famous  blind  sculptor,  Vidal,  and  others. 

It  is  our  hope  to  be  able  to  display 
these  objects  in  the  new  Lighthouse  to 
advantage.  It  is  obvious  how  important 
this  very  essential  branch  of  our  work 
is,  not  only  to  give  the  seeing  public  at 
a  glance  the  history  of  the  gradual  free- 
ing of  the  blind  from  darkness  to  Light 
Through  Work,  but  what  is  more  impor- 
tant, it  will  be  most  useful  and  inspiring 
to  the  blind  who  will  have  access  to  the 
exhibits  and  will  therefore  be  greatly 
benefited  and  encouraged  by  being  al- 
lowed to  study  "With  their  ten  eyes" 
their  story  of  great  progress  and  self- 
help. 

All  contributions  in  gifts  or  money  to 
help  the  Museum  to  be  as  complete  as 
possible  are  much  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  Percival  Dietsch, 

Director. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  RIVER  LIGHT  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial  Home, 
known  as  "The  River  Lighthouse,"  at 
Cornwall,  New  York,  was  opened  Au- 
gust 5,  1912,  and  during  its  first  session 
of  seven  weeks  and  three  days  over  130 
guests  were  entertained. 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  and  three  cents  were 
spent  in  having  the  house  done  over  and 
equipping  it  throughout.  The  entire  run- 
ning expenses  came  to  $1,247.37. 

The  River  Light  Committee  is  glad  to 
report  that  even  in  this  short  first  season 
the  "Home"  has  made  a  place  for  itself 
in  the  community.  The  co-operation  of 
those  interested  in  the  work  and  the  tact 
and  earnest  work  of  the  Superintendent 


have  won  many  friends  and  helpers 
among  the  residents  of  Cornwall,  who 
have  materially  aided  the  work  started 
by  many  generous  donors. 

The  numerous  letters  from  blind 
guests,  expressing  appreciation  of  the 
happy  days  spent  at  the  Lighthouse,  the 
gratitude  and  touching  enthusiasm  for 
all  that  was  done  for  them,  is  appeal 
enough  to  the  Committee  and  to  all  de- 
sirous of  making  the  life  of  the  blind 
happier  and  healthier,  to  endeavor  to 
continue  the  work  of  this  vacation  home 
and  increase  its  facilities  for  the  coming 
season. 

Merwin  Roe  Stoughton, 
Chairman. 
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THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
A  Bit  of  the  Museum 

Showing  statues,  cutlery,  metal  and  pottery  as  well  as  basketry,  brushes  and  shoes  made  by 
the  blind.  To  the  right  is  a  bas-relief  showing  blind  musician  employed 
in  the  Court  of  Pharoah 
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GIFTS  FOR  BUILDING  FUND. 


Adler,  A.  Sanford   $  5.00 

Anonymous    1,000.00 

Beach,  C.  G   10.00 

Billings,  Miss  Elizabeth   100.00 

Blauvelt,  Miss  Anna  Hutton   5.00 

Blauvelt,  Miss  Mary  T   5.00 

Boggs,  Miss  Emma  B   2.00 

Boggs.  Miss  Mary  E   2.00 

'•By  Command  of  the  little  King..  50.00 

Cahn,  James  M   10.00 

Cammann,  Miss  Susan  G   10.00 

Choate,  Hon.  Joseph  H   500.00 

Coxe,  Mrs.  Davies   1,000.00 

Elsberg,  Mrs.  R   50.00 

Emmons.  Mrs.  C.  P   100.00 

Forbes.  Mrs.  J.  M   50.00 

Hall,  Harold  H   25.00 

Hart.  Mrs.  Harry  C   5.00 

Hendricks,  Mrs.  Charles   25.00 

Hosmer,  Mrs.  Edward  S   60.00 


In  Memoriam    1,000.00 

James,  Arthur  Curtiss   25,000.00 

Luquer,  Mrs.  Lea  Mcllvaine   25.00 

Mayer,  Edward  L   10.00 

Moffet,  Mrs.  George  Barclay   500.00 

Morton,  Mrs.  Levi  P   50.00 

Naumberg,  Elkan    50.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   500.00 

Phipps,  Henry    8,700.00 

Pomroy,  Mrs.  H.  K   25.00 

Powell,  Thomas  Reed   10.00 

Redmond.  Mrs.  Henry  S   10.00 

Rogers,  Francis    10.00 

Scholle,  Howard  A   25.00 

Thaw,  Mrs.  M.  C   50.00 

Trevor,  Miss  Emily    1,000.00 

Trevor,  Mrs.  John  B   1.000.00 

Warburg,  Felix  M   12,500.00 

Watson,  Charles  W   50.00 

Wells,  Judd  E   10.00 

Wolff,  Emil   100.00 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  THE  EMMA  L.  HARDY  MEMORIAL  HOME. 


Allen,  George  H   $1,000.00 

Anonymous    2.00 

Blind  Women's  Club   35.00 

Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T   50.00 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Cleveland  H   250.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Elizabeth  W   50.00 

Ewart,  Richard    100.00 

Finney,  Mrs.  Jameson  Lee   100.00 

Gould,  Miss  Helen   75.00 

Hardy,  Mrs.  Emma  L...   500.00 

Levy,  Ephraim  B   10.00 

Lord,  Mrs.  G.  de  Forest   25.00 

Meeker,  Mrs.  M.  E   25.00 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  Alfred   200.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  Junius    25.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  Junius  (for  a  Friend)  100.00 


Olcott,  E.  E   10.00 

Orr,  Alexander  E   20.00 

Parsons,  John  E   25.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   900.00 

Proctor,  Mrs.  William  Ross   100.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Henrietta    10.00 

Rhoades.  Miss  Nina   35.00 

Rogers,  Mrs.  Alexander  Campbell..  15.00 

Rogers,  Miss  D.  Fiske   10.00 

Sage,  Mrs.  Russell   1.500.00 

Shepard,  Miss  Mary  N   35.00 

Stein,  Mrs.  F.  M   100.00 

Thaw,  Mrs.  M.  C   25.00 

Thome,  Jonathan    100.00 

Thorne,  Mrs.  Jonathan    25.00 

Whitman.  Nathaniel    100.00 


From  Miss  Helen  Keller 

"The  people  will  hold  up  your  hands.  Let  it  only  be  brought  home  to  their  hearts  that 
the  blind  are  not  hopelessly  doomed  to  idleness ;  that  they  may  become  honorable,  useful  citi- 
zens, and  your  appeal  will  not  be  in  vain.  I  love  to  think  how  your  brave  devotion  and  un- 
ceasing effort  send  out  rays  of  joy  to  many  a  heart  that  was  dark  and  hopeless." 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Yearly  Subscriber— $10.  Patron— $100. 

Sustaining  Subscriber — $25.  Life  Patron  (given  at  one  time) — $500. 

Lighthouse  Founder— $1,000. 


Abbott,  Mrs.  T.  J   $10.00 

Achelis,  Mrs.  Fritz    10.00 

Adams,  Thatcher  M   25.00 

Adler,  A.  Sanford   5.00 

Adler,  Dr.  1   5.00 

Adriance,  Rev.  Harris  E   10.00 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  James  H   10.00 

Alexandre,  J.  Henry   10.00 

Allen,  A.  H   5.00 

Andrews,  Constant,  A   10.00 

Andrews,  Gwynne  M   10.00 

Anonymous    .50 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    2.00 

Anonymous    5.00 

Anonymous    2.00 

Anonymous  (specific)    1.00 

Anonymous    12.00 

Anonymous    25.00 

Anonymous    10.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    10.00 

Anonymous    10.00 

Anonymous    50.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    .50 

Ansbacher,  Louis  A   5.00 

Appelbaum,  Mrs.  M   1.00 

Archbold,  Mrs.  John  D   50.00 

Arkush,  Reuben    25.00 

Atwater,  Miss  Maria  A   10.00 

Auchincloss,  Gordon    10.00 

Auchincloss,  Mrs.  John  W   10.00 

Austin,  Nichols  &  Co   10.00 

Avery,  Samuel  .P   10.00 

Aviritt,  Mrs.  L   1.00 

Bach,  Mrs.  B.  V   5.00 

Bacon,  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  (specific)...  42.25 

Baer,  Morris  B   10.00 

Bailhache,  Mrs.  Preston  H   5.00 

Balfour,  Williamson  &  Co   50.00 

Bamberger,  Mrs.  R.  C   10.00 

Barber  &  Co   10.00 

Barclay,  Mrs.  James  L   10.00 

Barclay,  Mrs.  William  Orr   25.00 

Bard,  Albert  S   10.00 

Barker,  Mrs.  Fordyce   5.00 

Barnes,  Henry  B   10.00 

Barnett,  Mrs.  F.  C   5.00 

Barnwell,  Morgan  G   5.00 

Barrick,  Mrs.  R.  L   5.00 

Batjer  &  Co   25.00 

Batjer,  Mrs.  Henry   25.00 

Baudouine,  Mrs.  N   5.00 

Baxter,  Mrs.  Hugh   25.00 

Beall,  Mrs.  T.  A   5.00 

Beers,  Mrs.  Julius   10.00 

Beller,  Abraham    10.00 

Belloni,  Mrs.  Louis  J   10.00 

Belloni,  Miss  S.  H   5.00 


Belmont,  Mrs.   Perry   10.00 

Belsinger,  Mrs.  H.  B   5.00 

Bement,  Miss  Harriet   10.00 

Bendheim,  A.  D   10.00 

Benedict,   William   L   100.00 

Benjamin,  Mrs.  John   10.00 

Benjamin,  M.  W   10.00 

Bennet,  D.  S   2.00 

Berger,  George  A   1.00 

Bernheimer,  Miss  Blanche  A   10.00 

Bernheimer,  Miss  C   5.00 

Bernheimer,  Sidney  &  Co   25.00 

Bernstein,  Charles    10.00 

Bernstein,  Nathan    10.00 

Bernstein,  Mrs.  Milton    10.00 

Betts,  Samuel  R   20.00 

Biglow,  Mrs.  L.  H   50.00 

Bing,  Mrs.  L   3.00 

Bingham,  Mrs.  George  F   10.00 

Black,  H.  S   25.00 

Black,  Mrs.  Robert  C   10.00 

Blair,  Mrs.  James  A   5.00 

Blair  &  Co   25.00 

Blauvelt,  Miss  Anna  Hutton   5.00 

Bliss,  Mrs.  Cornelius  N   25.00 

Bliss,  Mrs.  L.  P   25.00 

Bliss,  William  H   100.00 

Blood,  Mrs.  G.  W   1.00 

Blum,  Miss  Estelle  B   2.00 

Bluman,  Mrs.  S.  R..   2.00 

Blumenthal,  Benjamin    25.00 

Blumenthal,  George    25.00 

Boardman,  Miss  Clarinda    5.00 

Boardman,  Miss  R.  C   5.00 

Bogert,  Prof.  M.  T   5.00 

Bogert,  Mrs.  Stephen  G.  (In  memory 

of)    10.00 

Bogert,  Walter  Lawrence   5.00 

Boggs,  Miss  Emma  B   2.50 

Boggs,  Miss  Mary  E   2.50 

Bonnet,  Kobbe  &  Co   2.00 

Booraem,  Robert  Elmer   10.00 

Bowdoin,  Mrs.  George  S   10.00 

Bowman,  Miss  Mary   1.00 

Bradbury,  Frederic    25.00 

Bramwell,  E.  P   5.00 

Brandeis,  Mrs.  E.  D   5.00 

Brannan,  Mrs.  J.  W.  (specific)   5.00 

Brentano's    5.00 

Bridgman,  E.  C   5.00 

Briggs,  Mrs.  W.  C   5.00 

Brigham,  Miss  Emma   5.00 

Bristol,  John  1   5.00 

Brown,  Miss  Augusta  W   2.00 

Brown,  Miss  Caroline  R   10.00 

Bryce.  Miss  Edith    10.00 

Brvce,  Miss  Mary  T.   (specific)   55.00 

Bu'ckner,  Mrs.  T.  A   5.00 

Bulkley,  Edwin  M   25.00 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Edwin  M   25.00 

Bunce,  James  H   10.00 

Burden,    Mrs.    Henry   10.00 
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Burden,  Mrs.  James  A   20.00 

Busch,  J   1.00 

Butler,  Charles  Stewart    10.00 

Butler,  Miss  Emily  0   5.00 

Butler,  Miss  Helen  C   10.00 

Butler,  H.  R   3.00 

Butterworth,  W.  H   5.00 

Byrne,  James    10.00 

Caiman,  Mrs.  Emil    4.00 

Caiman,  Henry  L   25.00 

Calvary  Parish  (Relief  Department)..  15.00 

Campbell,  Trueman  W   10.00 

Cannon,  Mrs.  S.  T   3.00 

Cannon,  H.  B   10.00 

Carey,  Samuel    10.00 

Carll,  Dr.  Lewis  B   10.00 

Carnegie,  Mrs.  Andrew   100.00 

Carpenter,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  M   4.70 

Carpenter,  Mrs.  Miles    100.00 

Casper,  Arthur    5.00 

Castree.  Miss  L   10.00 

C.  B.  R   10.00 

Cerf,  L.  A   10.00 

Chamberlain,  Dr.  Leander   10.00 

Chambers,  Miss  Katherine   25.09 

Chapman,  Mrs.  John  J   10.00 

Chapman,  Mrs.  John  J.  (specific)....  70.00 

Cheney.  Mrs.  F.  W   10.00 

Chisholm,  Mrs.  Kenneth  0   11.65 

Church    of    the    Covenant    ( Sundav 

School)   ".  20.00 

Clark,  Mrs.  C.  M.  (specific)   10.00 

Clark,  Miss  Ella  Mabel   50.00 

Clark,  Frederick  Ambrose    200.00 

Clark,  Mrs.  Louis  Crawford   20.00 

Clarkson,  Miss  Catherine  G   50.00 

demons.  Miss  Ida   5.00 

Cleveland,  J.  Wrav   10.00 

Clyde,  Mrs.  William  P   10.00 

Coe,  Mrs.  W.  R   50.00 

Coffin,  Edmund    10.00 

Cohen  and  Bros   10.00 

Cohn,  Louis    5.00 

Cole,  Mrs.  Rufus   25.00 

Colfelt,  Mrs.  R.  McM   100.00 

Colgate,  William    100.09 

Collord,  George  W   25.00 

Colt,  Harris  D   5.00 

Cornell,  Edward    5.00 

Cornell.  P.  John    1.00 

Corner,  Mrs.  R.  C   10.00 

Corning,  Mrs.  Arthur  W   5.00 

Covven,  Harry  G   10.00 

Cox,  Mrs.  M   1.00 

Coxe,  Mrs.  Davies   100.00 

Cravath,  Mrs.  Paul  D   10.00 

Crocker.  Rev.  W.  T   10.00 

Grossman  and  Sielcken   10.00 

Cullman.  Miss  Edna   10.00 

Curtis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  J   10.09 

Cutting.  R.  Fulton    50.00 

Cutting,  Mrs.  W.  Bayard   1(X).00 

Dallman.  A   10.00 

Darlington.  Mrs.  Charles  F   10.00 

Davidson,  Mrs.  DeWitt  A   5.00 


Davidson,   Mrs.   M   10.00 

Day,  Mrs.  H.  M   10.00 

Dav.  Miss  Laura    5  00 

Day.  Sherman    10.00 

Deaconess  Eva    2.00 

Deas.  Mrs.  H.  L   5.00 

De  Boer,  David  H   5.O0 

de  Coppet.  Edward  J   25.09 

de  Coppet.  Henrv    25.00 

Deiches.  Mrs.  A'   2.50 

Delafield.  John  Ross    10.00 

Delafield.  Mrs.  Joseph  L   3.00 

De  Lamar,  Joseph  R   25.00 

Delamater,  C.  H   10.00 

Delavan.  Mrs.  D.  B   10.00 

Denny,  Miss  Annie  E   25.00 

Denny,  Miss  A.  L   25.00 

de  Weizbicki.  Count  Vincent   5.00 

Dev.  Anthonv    25.00 

Dittman.  Charles    25.00 

Dodge.  A.  Douglas    50.00 

Dodge.  Mrs.  Cleveland  H   100.00 

Dodge.  Miss  Elizabeth  W   25.00 

Dodge.  Miss  Grace  H   25.00 

Dominick,  Lamont  (specific)   5.00 

Dommerich,  L.  F.  &  Co   10.00 

Douglas,  James    100.00 

Draper,  Mrs.  Henrv   10.00 

Duane.  J.  M   25.00 

Du  Bois,  Mrs.  Arthur   25.00 

Duer,  Mrs.  John  Beverley   50.00 

Du  Feisue,  E.  C   1.00 

Dun,  R.  G.  &  Co   25.00 

Duncan,  Mrs.  James  G   25.00 

Dundas,  R.  W   25.00 

Dunham,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll   10.00 

Duryee,  Miss  Amy   5.00 

Dutton.  E.  P   10.00 

Dwight,  John  E   10.00 

Dwight,  Stanley    10.09 

Fames.  Mrs.  A.  E   1.00 

Earle.  J.  Walter    10.00 

Eaton,  Frederick  H   10.00 

Edelston,  Miss  Leonora  C   5.00 

Egbert,  Mrs.  J.  C   5.00 

Eisenmann.  G.  T   5.00 

Eisler,  Nathan  A   10.00 

Eisman.  Max    10.00 

Eiseman.  Mrs.  Samuel   10.(X) 

Elton.  J.  P   10.00 

Emmet,  Miss  Lydia  Field   20  09 

Emmons,  Arthur  B   25.00 

Emmons,  Mrs.  Arthur  B   25.00 

Erdman.  Mrs.  John  F   10.00 

Erlanger,  Abraham    50.00 

Ernst.  Mrs.  G   2.00 

Ewart,  Richard    100.00 

Ewart,  Mrs.  Richard   25.00 

F    D   P   10.00 

Fairbanks,  Mrs.  H.  P   10.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Arnold    10.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Myron  S   5.00 

Fay.  James    5.00 

Fellows.  Miss  H.  D   5.00 

Ferguson.  Mrs.  Henry  A   5.00 
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Ferry,  Mansfield    5.00 

Field,  Mrs.  William  B.  Osgood   5.00 

Fincke,  Mrs.  B.  C   1.00 

Findlay,  Mrs.  F.  A   5.00 

Finley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H   25.00 

Firth,  Mrs.  J   1.00 

Fisher,  Miss  L.  A   10.00 

Fitz-Simon,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Flammer,  Mrs.  J.  George    10.00 

Flannery,  Mrs.  Joseph  A   10.00 

Fleming,  Charles  H   3.00 

Flook,  Mrs.  A.  M   5.00 

Flurscheim,  H.  A   10.00 

Fongart,  Miss  A.  A   5.00 

Fowler,  Miss  Emily  A   5.00 

Francis,  Rev.  Lewis    5.00 

Frank,  Mrs.  E.  L   5.00 

Frank,  Emil    5.00 

Frankel,  Mrs.  K   10.00 

Frankenberg,  Mrs.  A   25.00 

Frankenthal,  Mrs.  Adolph    50.00 

Freedman,  Mrs.  F   3.00 

Freund,  John  C   10.00 

Freund,  Mrs.  L   2.00 

Frey,  Miss  L.  De  G   1.00 

Frick,  Mrs.  John    5.00 

Friedlander,  William  S   10.00 

Friedman,  Mrs.  Samuel  D   3.25 

Friend  (specific)    2.00 

Friend,  Mrs.  R.  A   10.00 

Frothingham,  John  W   25.00 

Fuller,  Miss  Emma  L   5.00 

Fuller,  Mrs.  H.  B   5.00 

Furness,  Miss  Edith  E   1.00 

Gabel,  Henry  J   10.00 

Galle,  Mrs.  E   5.00 

Gambler,  E.  V   5.00 

Gardner,  Herman    5.00 

Gardner,  Mrs.  Herman    5.00 

Gardner,  Mrs.  J   3.00 

Gardner,  Miss  Marion    1.00 

Gates,  Miss  Emma  A   1.00 

Geer,  Mrs.  Walter    50.00 

Gerard,  Victor    15.00 

Gerhardt,  Madame  Lina    10.00 

Gerry,  Mrs.  Elbridge  T   500.00 

Gimbel,  Mrs.  Isaac    10.00 

Glass,  Henry  &  Co   10.00 

Glass,  Henry  &  Co.  (specific)   10.00 

Glatz,  Charles    10.00 

Glazier,  Mrs.  S.  W   10.00 

Glogan,  Mrs.  E.  B   5.00 

Gluck.  David  L   15.00 

Goetchius,  Mrs.  J.  Milton    5.00 

Goetter,  Leon    11.00 

Goetz,  Joseph  A   10.00 

Goffe,  Mrs.  R.  H   1.00 

Goodhart,  Philip  J   25.00 

Goodman,  A.,  &  Son    5.00 

Goodwin,  Elliot  H   10.00 

Goodwin.  Mrs.  James  J   25.00 

Gordon,  Mrs.  F   5.00 

Gordon,  John  W   10.00 

Gordon,  Miss  Louise    10.00 

Gordon,  Miss  Theodora    10.00 

Gray,  Albert  Z   10.00 


Gray,  Alfred  F   5.00 

Gray,  Mrs.  Niel,  Jr   5.00 

Grecnhut-Siegel-Cooper  Co   25.00 

Griffin,  Francis  H   10.00 

Grugan,  Mrs.  F.  C   10.00 

Guinzburg,  Mrs.  E   3.00 

Guinzburg,  Mrs.  Victor    5,00 

IL-igen,  Mrs.  Winston  H   5.00 

Hahn,  Alfred    10.00 

Hahn,  B   5.00 

Hahn,  Jacob    2.00 

Hamersley,  Mr.  and  Miss    10.00 

Hamilton,  Miss  Fanny  H   5.00 

Hamilton,  Mrs.  Wiliam  Pierson    25.00 

Hard,  Mrs.  Anson  W   5.00 

Hardenbergh,  Mrs.  T.  E   10.00 

Hardy,  Mrs.  Alpheus  S   5.00 

Hare,  J.  Montgomery    10.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Charles  W   100.00 

Harkness,  Charles  W   100.00 

Harkness,  Edward  S   100.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Stephen  V   50.00 

Harmon,  Mrs.  Clifford    10.00 

Harper,  Mrs.  Joseph  W   10.00 

Harrah,  Mrs.  Charles  J   10.00 

Harrah,  Miss  Georgiana    10.00 

Harris,  Mrs.  R.  B   1.00 

Harris,  Victor    10.00 

Hart,  Louis  M   25.00 

Hart.  William  Howard    10.00 

Hasslacher,  Jacob    10.(K) 

Havemcyer,  Mrs.  Horace    10.00 

Hawk  &  Wetherbee    10.00 

Hawkes,  McDougal    10.00 

Hay,  Mrs.  John    100.00 

Hayden,  Henry  W   10.00 

Hayden,  Miss  Mary  L   15.00 

Hazen,  Miss  Adele  H.  (specific)    26.00 

Headley.  Miss  L.  C   5.00 

Hearn,  James  A.,  and  Son    25.00 

Hechscher,  Mrs.  August    10.00 

Heide,  Henry_   5.00 

Heimann,  Julius    5.00 

Henderson,  Mrs.  E.  C   5,00 

Hendricks,  Mrs.  Charles    10.00 

Henderson,  Mrs.  Isham    10.00 

Hendricks,  Mrs.  Edgar    10.00 

Hennel  &  Son    5.00 

Henry.  Mrs.  Howard  H   5.00 

Henschell,  B   2.00 

Henschel,  Mrs.  Emil    3.00 

Herrick,  Miss  Caroline  K   5.00 

Herrick,  Miss  A.  L   10.00 

Hershel,  A.  H   10.00 

Herter,  Miss  Christine    25.00 

Hertzschuch,  Gustave    10.00 

Herzog,  Miss  Carrie  N   15.00 

Herzog,  Oscar  M   10.00 

Hewitt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Cooper  50.00 

Hevmann,  Charles  E   2.00 

Hillard.  H.  R   5.00 

Hills.  Miss  Emily  M   5.00 

Hirsch,  Leon  (specific")    25.00 

Hitch,  Mrs.  Frederick  Delano    50,00 

Hochschild,  B   10,00 

Hoe,  Mrs.  Robert    10.00 
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Hof¥man,  F.  B   10.00 

Hoffman,  Miss  Malvina    10.00 

Holbrook,  Afrs.  Edward    25.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  Edward    25.00 

Holt,  Charles    5.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  George  C   2.00 

Holt,  Dr.  L.  E   10.00 

Holt,  Roland    10.00 

Hopkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A   10.00 

Horkheimer,  Morton    10.00 

Hosmer,  Mrs.  Edward  S   100.00 

Houghton,  Miss  Nancy  Acheson  ....  1.00 

Houghton,  Mrs.  Walter  Edwards    10.00 

Houghton,  Master  Walter  Edwards  . .  1.00 

Howe,  Mrs.  S.  P   10.00 

Hoyt,  Miss  G.  L   10.00 

Hunt,  Joseph  H   3.50 

Hutton,  Frederick  R   15.00 

Huyler,  Mrs.  CD   15.00 

Hyde,  Mrs.  Clarence  M   25.00 

Hyde.  Thomas    10.00 

Ide,  George  E   10.00 

"In    His    Name"    (Messiah  Sunday 

School)  (specific)    3.(X) 

International  Exhibition  Company  . . .  228.38 

Iselin,  Mrs.  C.  Oliver   25.00 

Iserson,  A.  S   10.00 

Isham,  Miss  Joanne    25.00 

Jackson,  Mrs.  J.  C   5.00 

Jackson,  Mrs.  W.  H   5.00 

Jacobs,  William  1   5.00 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Willis    250.00 

James,  Mrs.  Walter  B   10.00 

Jameson,  Mrs.  Andrew    14.25 

Jamison,  Miss  Martha    4.00 

Jeffrey,  Dr.  A.  McL   5.00 

Jennings.  Mrs.  Oliver  G   100.00 

Jesup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   10.00 

Jewett,  George  L   10.00 

Jewett,  Mrs.  H.  E   10.00 

Johnson,  Mrs.  F.  Coit    10.00 

Johnson,  Gilbert  H   50.00 

Johnson,  Isaac  B   1(X).00 

Johnson,  J.  F   25.00 

Johnson,  James  W  :   25.00 

Johnson,  Miss  Mary  Truxton   10.00 

Johnston,  C.  R   8.00 

Jolesch,  Samuel    5.00 

Jones,  General  Edward  F.  (specific)..  24.79 

Jones,  Mrs.  Edward  Powis    10.00 

Jones,  Walter  R   2.00 

Joseph,  Mrs.  Laurens    5.00 

"T"    5.00 

J  T "  W    10  00 

Juilliard,  Mrs.  A.  D   100.00 

Kafka,  Charles    5.00 

Karger,  Miss  Rosalie    100 

Kaskel,  Max    10.00 

Kaufmann,  B   1000 

Kaufman,  Henry    25.00 

Kaufmann,  Mrs.  Henry  (specific)   . .  25.00 

Kaufmann,  Miss  Louise    3.00 

...4   U...5C        '(HP. ..he. .A... 

Keith,  Mrs.  M.  C   10.00 

Keith,  Mrs.  M.  C.  (for  a  friend)    2.50 

Keller  Printing  Company    5.00 


Kellogg,  Mrs.  L.  L   10.00 

Kelsey,  Clarence  H   25.00 

Kemp,  Day  &  Company    10.00 

Kennedy,  Mrs.  John  Stewart    25.00 

Keppel,  Frederick  &  Co   10.00 

Keppler,  Rudolph    100.00 

Kernan,  Mrs.  Walter  N   10.00 

Kerr,  Mrs.  Louis  T   5.00 

Kerr,  Miss  Marion  M   3.00 

Kevser,  Mrs.  Samuel    10.00 

Kilborn,  Mrs.  H.  M   10.00 

Kilner,  S.  E   10.00 

King,  Mrs.  Edward    20.00 

King,  Mrs.  Edward  J   10.00 

King,  Miss  Ellen    25.00 

Kingsland,  Mrs.  William  M   25.00 

Kissam,  S.  H   25.00 

Knapp,  Dr.  Arnold  H   10.00 

Knauth,  Nachod  &  Kuhne    10.00 

Kneeland,  Miss  Frances    5.00 

Knoepke,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Koenigsberger,  Mrs.  H   5.00 

Koffman,  Samuel    1.00 

Kohlman,  Charles    10.00 

Kohlman,  Henry  C   10.00 

Kohnstamm,  Messrs   25.00 

Kops  Bros   10.00 

Kursheedt,  Roland  S   10.00 

Laidlaw,  Miss  N   10.00 

Lambert,  Mrs.  Edward  W   5.00 

Lambert,  Gerard  B   50.00 

Lament,  Mrs.  Daniel  S   10.00 

Landon,  A.  R.  W   5.00 

Lane,  Miss  Mabelle  F   10.00 

Langeloth,  J   10.00 

Lapham,  Miss  Emma  J   2.00 

Lask,  Mrs.  Moses    1.00 

Lathers,  Miss  Agnes    10.00 

Lawrence,  Miss  C.  T   10.00 

Lawrence,  John  Burling    15.00 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  John  B   10.00 

Leavitt,  John  Brooks    25.00 

LeBoutillier,  Mrs.  Philip    3.00 

Leech,  Mrs.  J.  E   3.00 

Levi,  Albert  A   10.00 

Levi.  Emil  S.  (specific)    5.00 

Levinson  &  Shapiro    10.00 

Levy,  Emil  _  _   7.00 

Levy,  Fphraim  B.  (specific)    10.00 

Levy,  Robert  T   25.00 

Lewisohn,  Miss  Irene    10.(K) 

Lichtenstein,  Mrs.  R   5.00 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  Lowell    5.00 

Linnen,  Mrs.  A.  M   2.00 

Lippman,  George  (in  memory  of  Hen- 
rietta Lippman)    10.00 

Lippman,  Robert  K   5.00 

Liptrott,  W.  E   5.00 

Lissner,  Miss  Clara    2.00 

Lit,  Jacob  D   10.00 

Livingston,  Miss  Angelica    10.00 

Llovd,  Herbert  M   5.00 

Llovd,  Mrs.  J.  C   14.00 

Lo1)enstein,  William  C   25.00 

Lockwood,  Mrs.  E.  M   5.00 

Loeb,  James    500.00 
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*Loeb,  Dr.  Morris    25.00 

Loewenthal,  Adolph    25.00 

Loewenthal,  Jacob    5.00 

Loines,  Mrs.  Stephen    25.00 

Lord,  Mrs.  G.  de  Forest    50.00 

Lorentzen,  Mrs.  C.  C   10.00 

Loth,  Moritz  (specific)    20.00 

Louis,  Charles  H.  (specilicj    10.00 

Louis,  Mrs.  Charles  H   10.00 

Louis,  C.  L   10.00 

Louis,  Harrj-  J   25.00 

Louis,  Dr.  L   (spucilicj    10.00 

Louis,  Mrs.  J   10.00 

Louis,  Miss  J.  B   5.00 

Lowenthal,  Mrs.  David  H   5.00 

Ludlam,  Mrs.  C.  S   50.00 

Ludlow,  E.  L   10.00 

Lueder,  A   5.00 

Lusk,  Mrs.  Graham    10.00 

Lutz,  Mrs.  Elias    2.00 

Lyons,  S.  M   1.00 

Macy,  Mrs.  V.  Everit  (specific)    83.33 

MacKellar,  George  M   10.00 

McAlpin,  Jr.,  Mrs.  D.  Hunter    10.00 

McCarthy,  Mrs   1.00 

McClellan,  Mrs.  George  B   25.00 

McElree,  Mrs.  S.  E   5.00 

McKim,  John  A   25.00 

McLean,  Miss  Helen    10.00 

McLean,  Mrs.  James    25.00 

Magnes,  Rabbi  J.  L.  (specific)    20.00 

Magnes,  Mrs.  J.  L   5.00 

Main,  William    5.00 

Markle,  John    50.00 

Martin,  William  V   5.00 

Martinez,  Mrs.  M.  R   2.00 

Mautner,  Julius    10.00 

May,  Mrs.  B   25.00 

Mead,  Miss  Mabel  C   5.00 

Meeker,  Mrs.  M.  E   25.00 

Meinhard,  Mrs.  Morton  H   5.03 

Meinhard,  Miss  N   5.00 

Merrall,  Miss  Caroline  M   10.00 

Merriam,  Miss  Annie  L   5.00 

Merrill,  Mrs.  Payson  (specific)   5.00 

Mersereau,  Mrs.  Jacob    10.00 

Meyer,  Dr.  Alfred    5.00 

Meyer,  Mrs.  1   10.00 

Meyer,  William  &  Co   10.00 

Meyers,  Edwin  L   5.00 

Migel,  M.  C   50.00 

Milligan,  Mrs.  Robert    100.00 

Mills,  Mrs.  Ogden    25.00 

Minford,  Miss  Agnes  A   5.00 

Mitchell.  Mrs.  Alfred    100.00 

Mitchell.  Mrs.  John  Murray    10.00 

Mohr,  Edward  H   3.00 

Molleson,  George  E   10.00 

Montant,  Alphonse    10.00 

Moore,  Miss  Faith    25.00 

Moore,  George  W   10.00 

Moore,  James  J   1.00 

Moran,  Miss  Nina  A   5.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Caroline  L   25.00 
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Morgan,  Jr.,  Mrs.  J.  P   25.00 

Morganstern,  Albert  G   5.00 

Morgenthau,  Mrs.  M.  L   5.00 

Morningstar,  J   10.00 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Edward  A   10.00 

Moses,  Mrs.  James    5.00 

Mulhall,  M.  J   2.00 

Muller,  Schall  &  Co   10.00 

Munro,  Mrs.  John  W   10.00 

Murphy,  W.  C   10.00 

Myers,  E.  W   5.00 

Mygatt,  Mrs.  S.  M   10.00 

Ncave,  Mrs.  Charles    2.00 

Nelson,  Miss  V   10.00 

Neustadt,  Mrs.  S   100.00 

Newman,  Miss  Blanche  T   5.00 

Newman,  Miss  Blanche  (specific)    ...  1.00 

Newton,  F.  Maurice    10.00 

Nicoll,  Mrs.  Benjamin    10.00 

Niebrugge,  Miss  Annie    4.00 

Olcott,  Charles  T   3.00 

Olyphant,  F.  Murray    10.00 

Olyphant,  Robert  Morrison    25.00 

Oothout,  Mrs.  Wilfiam    20.00 

Opdycke,  Mrs.  Leonard  E   10.00 

Opdycke,  Leonard  E   10.(X) 

Oppenheimer,  Dr.  Henry  E   10.00 

Opper,  F.  B   1.00 

Orr,  Alexander  E   25.00 

Ortega,  Mrs.  A.  C   2.00 

Osborn,  Mrs.  William  C   10.00 

Oser,  F.  C   10.00 

Otis,  Mrs.  George  L   10.00 

Ottinger,  Marx    10.00 

Ottinger,  Moses    10.00 

Ottinger,  Nathan  L   10.00 

Oudin,  Mrs.  L   10.00 

O.  Z.  B.  C   20.00 

Page,  Miss  Marie  K   5.00 

Palmer,  Mrs.  J.  E   2.00 

Parker,  Forrest  H   25.00 

Parkins,  the  Misses    10.00 

Parsons,  John  E   50.(X) 

Parsons,  William  Barclay    20.00 

Pearson,  Mrs.  Frederick    10.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler  H   100.00 

Pell,  Howland  H   25.00 

Pell,  J.  D   10.00 

Penfold,  Edmunds    10.00 

Penfold,  Miss  Josephine    100.00 

Perkins,  Miss  Dorothy    10.00 

Perkins,  Mrs.  George  W   100.00 

Peter,  William.  Brewing  Co   20.00 

Peters,  Miss  Nanna  H   10.00 

Peters,  Mrs.  W.  R   10.00 

Petrie,  Miss  M.  C   5.00 

Phelps,  Mrs.  Charles    10.00 

Phelps,  Mrs.  von  R   25.00 

Phillips,  Mrs.  N.  S   10.00 

Phipps,  Henry  (specific)   1,050.00 

Phipps,  Mrs.  Henrv  (specific)    50.00 

Phipps,  Miss  S.  M   10.00 

Pilgrim,  Miss  A   5.00 

Pilgrim,  Dr.  Charles  W   10.00 

Pincoffs,  Peter  Adrian    2.00 

Plant,  Miss  Blanche  E   10.00 
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Planten,  J.  R   10.00 

Pollak,  Gustav    10.00 

Pomroy,  Mrs.  H.  K   25.00 

Popper,  Mrs.  E   10.00 

Porter,  Mrs.  Clarence    50.00 

Porter,  Mrs.  H.  Hobart   10.00 

Post,  Henry  Morgan  (.specific)    10.00 

Potosky,  Mrs.  H.  J   1.00 

Price,  Mrs.  J.  M   2.00 

Proctor,  Mrs.  William  Ross  ( specific)  5.00 

Proudfit,  Mrs.  Alexander    5.00 

Pulitzer,  Miss  C.  H   10.00 

Pulitzer,  Ralph    100.00 

Pulsifer,  Mrs.  N.  T   10.00 

Pumpelly,  R   10.00 

Pursch,  A    2.00 

Rains,  Saul  (specific)    10.00 

Raisler  Heating  Co   5.00 

Rand,  Mrs.  Charles  F   10.00 

Randolph,  Miss  May  F   10.00 

Rankin,  Dr.  Egbert  G   2.00 

Rauch,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Rea,  Mrs.  James    25.00 

Rea,  Mrs.  James  (specific)    10.00 

Read,  William  A   100.00 

Redlich,  Alexander    10.00 

Redmond,  Miss  Emily    10.00 

Reeve,  Mrs.  F.  C   4.00 

Reichelt,  Henry    1.00 

Reid,  Calvin  P   5.00 

Reid,  Wallace    5.00 

Requa,  Mrs.  C   10.00 

Reynal,  Mrs.  Eugene  S   10.00 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  James  B   10.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Henrietta  (specific)  . . .  10.00 

Rhoades,  John  Harsen    10.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Nina  (specific)    45.00 

Richard,   Miss   Elvine    25.00 

Richards,  Mrs.  Eben    5.00 

Richardson,  S.  W   10.00 

Richmond,  W.   S   5.00 

Riker,  Mrs.  William  J   10.00 

Rionda,  Mrs.  Manuel    15.00 

Robertson,  Julius   10.00 

Robinson,  Henry  J   10.00 

Robinson,  Miss  Mary  P.  (specific)   17.00 

Robinson,  Miss  Mary  P   2.00 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Thomas  D   25.00 

Rockfeller,  Mrs.  P.  A   10.00 

Roe,  Mrs.  Charles  F   10.00 

Roe,  Mrs.  F.  T   10.00 

Rogers,  Mrs.  H.  H   10.00 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William  B   5.00 

Rollins,  E.  A   5.00 

Roman,  Charles  H   10.00 

Roome,  Rev.  Claudius  M   5.00 

Roosevelt,  Mrs.  James    25.00 

Roosevelt,  W.  Emlen    25.00 

Rosenbaum,  Arthur  A   10.00 

Rosenbaum,  Mrs.  F.  L   5.00 

Rosenbaum,  Selig    10.00 

Rosenthal,  Herman    2.00 

Rossiter,  Mrs.  E.  K   10.00 

Rothschild,  Mrs.  William    10.00 

Ruperti,  Justus    10.00 


Rutherford   Unitarian   Church  (Sun- 
beam Society)    26.20 

Rutter,  Mrs.  J.  F.  (in  memoriam)   25.00 

Sachs,  Mrs.  Samuel    25.00 

Sahler,  xMrs.  D.  DuBois   10.00 

Saks,  Isadore    10.00 

Salomon,  Charles    5.00 

Saltonstall,  Mrs.  F.  G   5.00 

Sanford,  Edward  T   5.00 

Sargent,  Miss  G.  W   10.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  G.  B   10.00 

Satterlee,  Herbert  L   100.00 

Scandlin,  William  I.  (specific)    10.00 

Scarborough,  Mrs.  Charles  R   10.00 

Schafer,  Mrs.  Simon    25.00 

Schauffler,  Mrs.  A.  F   25.00 

Schefer,  Mrs.  Carl    10.00 

Schiff,  Jacob  H   3,500.00 

Schiff,  Mortimer    250.00 

Schiffer,  Miss  May  E   10.00 

Schiffer,  Mrs.  W.  A   20.00 

Schloss,  Mrs.  A.  P.  (specific)    13.90 

Schmidt,  the  Messrs    25.00 

Schnabel,  Miss  Laura    S.OO 

Schniewind,  Jr.,  Heinrich    25.00 

Schoening,  M.  E   10.00 

Scholle,  Howard  A   10.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Georgina    5.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Georgina  (specific)...  3.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Louisa  L   10.00 

Schwarz,  Emil    2.00 

Schwarzenbach,  Robert  J   25.00 

Schweitering,  Miss  Kate  M   10.00 

Scott,  Miss  Louise  B   10.00 

Scott,  Mrs.  Winfield    10.00 

Scoville,  Miss  Lois  Church    SOW 

Scoville,  Miss  Grace    50.00 

Scribner,  Sam  A   10.00 

Seaman,  Dr.  Louis  Livingston    10.00 

Searles,  E.  F   75.00 

Sears,  Mrs.  Taber    10.00 

Sedgwick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  D   10.00 

*Seligman,  Alfred  L   10.00 

Seligman,  Jefferson    10.00 

Semage,  Mrs   1.00 

Severance,  C.  A   25.00 

Sexton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  B.  . . .  20.00 

Shainwald,  Mrs.  Ralph  L   25.00 

Shannon,  Mrs.  J.  P   3.00 

Shaw,  Mrs.  John  M   5.00 

Shepard,  Miss  Dorothy  B   5.00 

Shepperson,  Miss    .25 

Sherman,  Mrs.  Charles  E   5.00 

Sherman,  P.  T   10.00 

Shillaber,  William    25.00 

Shoenberg,  Louis  D   25.00 

Shrady,  Mrs.  M.  L   5.00 

Sibley,  Mrs.  Hiram  W   10.00 

Sicher,  D.  E   10.00 

Simmons,  Charles  H   25.00 

Simon,  Alfred  L..  &  Co   10.00 

Simon,  E   3.00 

Sloane,  Mrs.  William  Milligan   10.00 

Small,  Mrs.  1   5.00 
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Smidt,  Mrs.  G.  L   5.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  A.  Alexander   5.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  Cornelius  B   10.00 

Smith,  Miss  Edith  H   50.00 

Smith,  Miss  Ethel  D   10.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  E.  L   5.00 

Smith,  George  C   10.00 

Smith,  Miss  Harriet  E   10.00 

Smith,  Miss  Lillian    5.00 

Smith,  Ormond  G   10.00 

Smyth,  Miss  Agnes  M   5.00 

Snyder,  Mrs.  E.  L   5.00 

Society  Advertising  Co   10.00 

Spadone,  Miss  Margaret   10.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Anna  C   10.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Sarah  D   10.00 

Standish,  Mrs.  Myles   10.00 

Steinberg,  Morris  A   5.00 

Stein feld,  Mrs.  J   1.00 

Steinhardt,   Henry    10.00 

Stern,  Benjamin    25.00 

Stern,  Mrs.  C   5.00 

Stern,  Meyer    10.00 

Sternau,  C,  &  Co   5.00 

Sternfeld,  Mrs   5.00 

Stetson,  Mrs.  Francis  Lynde   100.00 

Stetson,  Francis  Lynde    100.00 

Stettheimer,  Mrs.  R.  W   5.00 

Stevens,  Miss    100.00 

Stevens,  Mrs.  J.  Rhinelander   10.00 

Stillman,  Charles    100.00 

Stimson,  Dr.  L.  A   25.00 

Stoddard,  Mrs   1.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  Anson  Phelps    25.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  L  N.  Phelps   10.00 

Stone,  Miss  Annie   25.00 

Stout,  Mrs.  C.  H   5.00 

Straight,  Mrs.  Willard  D   200.00 

*Straus,  Isador    100.00 

Strauss,  Albert    10.00 

Strauss,  Charles    25.00 

Strauss,  Frederick    10.00 

Strickland,  Mrs.  J.  E   2.00 

Strong,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Sturmdorf,  Mrs.  R   10.00 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  E.  S   5.00 

Sullivan,  Miss  M.  L   10.00 

Swetland,  Mrs.  H.  M   5.00 

Swift,  Dr.  Edward  P   1.00 

Switzer,  Mrs.  J.  G   10.00 

Talier,  Edward  N   10.00 

Talmadge,  Miss  L.  W   10.00 

Tanenbaum,  Mrs.  M   5.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Earl  W   50.00 

Thacher,  Mrs.  Thomas  D   10.00 

Thalmann,  Mrs.  Ernest   10.00 

Thomas,  Mrs.  H.  G   10.00 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Ludlow    5.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Frederick  F   2,000.00 

Thompson,  W.  Prall    5.00 

Thornall,  Mrs.  E.  V   5.00 

Thorne,  Jonathan    500.00 

Thorne,  Samuel    100.00 
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Thorne,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Samuel   5.00 

Thorne,  W.  V.  S   10.00 

Tichborne,  Mrs.  W.  F   10.00 

Tiffany  &  Co   50.00 

Tillinghast,  Mr.s.  William  H   5.00 

Titus,  Mrs.  Oliver  C   l.OO 

Toch  Bros   5.00 

Tod,  Mrs.  J.  Kennedy   5.00 

Tompkins,  Mrs.  William  W   25.00 

Towle,  the  Misses   5.00 

Tremenheere,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henrv..  25.00 

Trimble,  Mrs.  R  '. .  . .  25.00 

Troescher,  A.  !•   25.00 

Trotter,  Theodore  V.  A   5.00 

Trow,  Miss  Frederica  W   2.00 

Trowbridge,  Mrs.  Frederick    10.00 

Trowbridge,  F.  ,K   25.00 

Trowbridge,  James  A   10.00 

Tuckerman,  Alfred    25.00 

Turnbull,  Miss  Margaret   3.00 

Turner,  Mrs.  Herbert  B   10.00 

Turnure,  Mrs.  David  M   50.00 

Tweedy,  Miss  Florence   2.00 

Tyndale,  Hector  H   5.00 

Untermeyer,  Charles  S   5.00 

Untermeyer,  Isaac    10.00 

Unz  &  Co   5.00 

Vallens,  Eugene    5.00 

Van  Beuren,  Mrs.  Frederick  T   25.00 

Vanderpoel,  Mrs.  John  A   25.00 

Van  Dyke,  Rev.  Dr.  Henrv   10.00 

Van  Ingen,  Miss  Annie  H   100.00 

Van  Ingen,  Mrs.  E.  H   10.00 

Van  Ingen,  Dr.  Philip    50.00 

Van  Orden,  Mrs.  W.  T.  B   5.00 

Van  Raalte,  Messrs.  E.  and  Z   10.00 

Van  Vlict,  D.  M   5.00 

Van  Wezel,  M.  S   10.00 

Van  Winckle,  Miss  Mary  S   1.00 

Van  Wyck,  Mrs.  K.  V   10.00 

Varnum,  Miss  Helen  L   10.00 

Verdi,  Madame  Ciro  de  Suzzara   10.00 

Villard,  Mrs.  Henrv   5.00 

Volkenberg,  Dr.  Albert   5.00 

von  Heygendorff,  C.  A   5.00 

Vorhaus,  Louis  J   5.00 

Wadsworth,  C.  S   10.00 

Waldo,  Miss  J.  L   10.00 

Wanamaker,  John    5.00 

Warburg,  Felix  (specific)   500.00 

Wardwell,  Allen    10.00 

Wardwell,  Mrs.  W.  T   10.00 

Waring,  Miss  Susan   10.00 

Washburn,  Frederick  P   5.00 

Waters,  Horace    10.00 

Watson,  Miss  Emily  A   300.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  J.  Henrv    10.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  James  S   50.00 

Watts,  Mrs.  Martin  S   2.00 

Webster,  Miss   Sidney   50.00 

Weed,  Mrs.  G.  E   10.00 

Weichman,  Victor    5.00 

Weil,  Dr.  Isaac    10.00 

Weil,  Mrs.  Leopold    2.00 

Weiler,  Mrs.  Merrill  G   5.00 
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Weinman,  Mrs.  E.  J.  (specific)   105.60 

Weiss,  Nathan    10.00 

Wells,  Miss  Carolyn   10.00 

Welsh,  Miss  Mabel  E   3.00 

Werbelovsky,  J.  H   10.00 

Westermann,  Miss  L.  A   10.00 

Wheelock,  Mrs.  George  G   10.00 

White,  David    1.00 

White,  Horace    10.00 

White,  J.  G   50.00 

White,  Miss  May  W   25.00 

Whitelaw,  Miss  J.  M.  (specific)   15.00 

Whitlock,  Miss  M.  G   3.00 

Whitman,  Nathaniel    100.00 

Whitman,  Nathaniel   (specific)    20.00 

Whitman,  Jr.,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Whitney,  Mrs.  K.  L   10.00 

Whittelsev,  Mrs.  E   50.00 

Wickes,  Mrs.  Edward  A   25.00 

Wickes,  Miss  May  F   25.00 

Wilkie,  John  L   10.00 

Wilkinson,  Alfred    25.00 

Wilkinson  Bros.  &  Co   5.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  M   2.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Josephine  L   25.00 


Williamson,  Miss  Marv  B   10.00 

Willis,  Miss  EHzabeth   5.00 

Wineburgh,  Henry    5.00 

Wisner,  Charles    10.00 

Witmark,  Julius  P   10.00 

Woershoeffer,   Mrs.   A   500.00 

Wolf,  A   2.00 

Wolfe,  S.  H   10.00 

Wolff,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Wolff,  Mrs.  Lewis  S   25.00 

Wolff,  Louis    5.00 

Wollman,  Henry    1.00 

Wood,  Mrs.  J.  Walter   10.00 

Wormser,  Mrs.  Isidor   10.00 

Wright,  Mrs.  G.  Granville   100.00 

Wurzburger,  A   5.00 

Young,  Mrs.  A.  Murray   10.00 

Zerega,  Miss  Florence    25.00 

Zimmerman,  Mrs.  J.  E   25.00 


Lowengard,  Otto  (estate  of)   250.00 

Straus,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isador  (Testa- 
mentary Memorial)    500.00 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Blind  Boys  Roller  Skating  at  the  Lighthouse 
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CO-OPERATORS  WHO  READ  TO  THE  BLIND  IN  THEIR  HOMES  OR  IN  THE 

CLASSES. 

Miss  Content  Miss  Newman 

Miss  Dean  Mrs.  Rogers 

Miss  Kerr  Miss  Trow 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Among  the  sighted  agencies  whose  help  has  done  much  for  the  Association  may  be 
especially  mentioned : 
The  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition      The  Charity  Organization  Society 

of  the  Poor  The  Flower  Mission 

The  Board  of  Education  The  United  Hebrew  Charities 

The  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities  State  Charities  Aid  Association 

The  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Charities 

The  Association  again  wishes  to  record  its  deep  appreciation  of  the  continued  co- 
operation of  Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger,  Dr.  Denison,  and  Dr.  Alec.  Nicol  Thomson,  who  have  gen- 
erously visited  the  blind  in  their  homes  or  given  special  appointments. 

The  Association  also  wishes  to  thank  Mrs.  Abraham  Goldsmith  for  her  generous  co- 
operation in  procuring  uniforms  for  the  "Lighthouse  Scouts,"  to  the  Consolidated  Gas 
Company  for  the  services  of  a  cooking  teacher,  and  the  managers  and  subscribers  for  tickets 
for  operas,  concerts,  theatres,  lectures,  etc.,  sent  to  the  Ticket  Bureau  for  our  wards.  Also 
the  anonymous  donors  for  gifts  received  through  the  year. 


DONATIONS  IN  KIND 


B.  Altman  &  Co. 

Box  of  Samples. 
American  Manufacturing  Co. 
(Mr.  C.  B.  Gratz), 

Rope  yarn. 
Miss  Beach, 

Box  of  pieces. 
Mrs.  Beck, 

2  Walking  sticks 
Bloomingdale, 

Umbrellas  for  new-stand  Men. 
Biscuits  for  party. 
Mrs.  John  A.  Bourne, 

Fixtures  and  furniture  for  the  Workshop. 
Mrs.  Brookman, 

Silk  for  rugs. 
Mrs.  Cadwalader, 

Curtains,  portieres,  blankets,  etc. 
Curtis-Blaisdell  Co., 

Ton  of  coal. 
Dilworth, 

Thermometer. 
Dissler, 

5  dozen  eggs. 
Mrs.  Dominick, 

Box  of  Raffia. 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Fames, 

Bag  of  silk  pieces. 
Mrs.  Eisler  (from  Charity  Sewing  Circle), 

Box  of  rags. 
Friend, 

Hospital  supplies. 
Mrs.  Fabian, 

Cakes. 
Mrs.  Gates, 

Pieces  for  rugs. 
Miss  J.  Gronland, 

Candy  for  class. 


Mrs.  F.  Gross, 

1  Lace  machine. 
Miss  Hanford, 

Knitting  needles  and  walking  sticks. 
Hessian's, 

Flowers. 
Huyler's, 

Candy. 
Isaacs', 

Lantern  Slides,  made  from  photos,  with- 
out charge. 
Mrs.  Levy, 

Furniture. 
Mrs.  Morris  Loeb, 

Cake. 
Maillard's, 

Candy. 
Mrs.  Charles  Marion, 

Bundle  of  worsted. 
The  Mirror, 

Candy. 
I\Irs.  Pierpont  Morgan, 

Cakes  for  sale. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Probst, 

Book  for  blind. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Rady, 

Burlap  for  curtains. 
Miss  N.  Rhoades, 

Cakes  for  sale. 
Mrs.  Rice, 

Cake. 
Mrs.  Roberts, 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  Roe, 

Sandwiches. 
Mrs.  Shaw, 

Haircloth  for  Brushes. 
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DONATIONS 

Miss  Sibley, 

Flowers. 
Miss  Van  Breisen, 

1  Swedish  loom. 
Mrs.  F.  Warburg, 

Sandwiches  and  cake. 
Warendorf's, 

Flowers. 


DONATIONS 

Mrs.  F.  Achelis 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Adams 
Mrs.  Alexander 
Miss  Sarah  Alexander 
Anonymous 
Mrs.  John  Auerbach 
Mrs.  Joseph  Bachner 
Mrs.  Seldon  Bacon 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Devereux 
Miss  De  Francis 
Mrs.  Fames 
Madame  K.  Elise 
Mrs.  J.  Eraser 

A  friend  (through  Miss  Barry) 

Friends 

Mrs.  Gates 

Mrs.  Goethe 

Mrs.  Goldberg 

Mr.  W.  G.  Gorse 

Miss  J.  Hagadorn 

Mrs.  Hanford 

Miss  Hanford 

Mrs.  Hapgood 

Misses  E.  and  L.  Heller 

Mr.  Hendrickson 

Mr.  D.  Henry 

Mr.  Hiller 

Miss  Howe 

Miss  Hunt 

Mr.  S.  W.  Ittman 

Miss  Keator 

Mrs.  Keil 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Langdon 


KIND—Conlitiued. 

Miss  Watson, 

Pitcher,  traveling  bag,  purse  and  eyeglas 
case. 
Westheimer, 

Poultry  and  meats. 
Mr.  M.  Zimmerman  (through  Miss  Isaacs) 

Two  feather  beds. 


OF  CLOTHING. 

Mrs.  Lansing 

Mr.  A.  Lehr 

Miss  G.  M.  Lent 

Miss  Sarah  Livingston 

Mrs.  Loeb 

Mr.  Harry  J.  Louis 

Dr.  I.  Louis 

Mrs.  Seth  Low 

Mrs.  Joseph  Moses 

Mr.  Muehl 

Miss  Newman 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Olhaver 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Patrick 

Mr.  Claud  Petter 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Pulitzer 

Albert  Reinthal 

Helen  Reinthal 

Mrs.  P.  Remsen 

Mr.  W.  L.  Richard 

Miss  M.  Robinson 

Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

Mrs.  F.  Rothschild 

Mrs.  Samuels 

Miss  Mabel  D.  Samuels 

Mrs.  Munroe  Smith 

Mrs.  Levi  Stout 

Mrs.  Summer 

Mrs.  Uher 

Mrs.  Watson 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Weed 

Mrs.  Weiman 

IMiss  Katherine  Wolfe 

Mrs.  Zabriskie 


TO  HOMER 

So  thou  wast  blind! — but  then  the  veil  was  rent, 

For  Jove  uncurtain'd  Heaven  to  let  thee  live, 
And  Neptune  made  thee  a  spumy  tent. 

And  Pan  made  sing  for  thee  his  forest-hive ; 
Ay  on  the  shores  of  darkness  there  is  light. 

And  precipices  show  untrodden  green  ; 
There  is  a  budding  morrow  in  midnight  ; 

There  is  a  triple  sight  in  blindness  keen. 

Keats. 


Feeble  hands  and  helpless, 
Groping  blindly  in  the  darkness. 
Touch  God's  right  hand  in  that  darkness. 
And  are  lifted  up  and  strengthened. 

Longfellow. 


The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

OFFICE  AND  SALESROOM  -  111  EAST  59th  STREET 

FACTORY  FOR  BLIND  MEN       -       238-240  EAST  35th  STREET 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
105  East  22nd  Street  (Room  65) 

"The  Prevention  of  Blindness."    Practical  directions  for  the  preservation  of 

sight.     Eight  page  leaflet.    December,  1908. 
"Children  Who  Need  Not  Have  Been  Blind.    Prevention  a  Public  Duty." 

Pamphlet  of  26  pages,  illustrated.    December,  1908. 
"Object  of  the  Committee,"    Small  folder,    March.  1909. 

"Directions  to  Mothers,  Midwives  and  Nurses  for  the  Prevention  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  (Newborn  Babies'  Sore  Eyes)."   A  reprint  of  circular  issued  by 
the  State  Department  of  Health,  in  five  languages.    Jnly,  1909. 
First  Annual  Report  of  the  Committee.    November  1,  1909. 

"Loan  Exhibits  and  Lantern  Slides  to  Illustrate  Popular  Lectures."  Si.xteen 

page  folder,  illustrated,    Februar}^,  1910. 
Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Committee.    November  1,  1910. 
"Trachoma."    Six  page  leaflet,    April,  1911. 
Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Committee.    November,  1911. 

OTHER  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

"What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind,"  by  Helen  Keller.    (Reprinted  by  blind  printers 

from  the  JVorld's  Work.} 
"To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children."    Translated  from  the  German  by 

Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
"Typhlophiles,"  hy  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 

Blind.      (Reprinted  from  Charities.) 
"Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
"A  Short  Life  of  Henry  Fawcett  for  All  Children  Everywhere,"  by  Winifred  Holt. 
Third  Edition.  This  book  has  been  published  in  English  Braille  and  can  be  had  from  the 
British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  London,  and  has  also  appeared  in  Moon  print, 
published  by  the  Moon  Societ)-,  Brighton,  England. 

Different  Leaflets  Telling  of  the  Work  of  the  Association 

MAGAZINES  ON  FILE  AT  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

(In  Types  for  the  Blind) 
The  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind,  published  monthly  in  improved  Braille  and 

New  York  Point  by  the  Ziegler  Publishing  Company  for  the  Blind,  250  West  54th  Street. 
The  Christian  Record,  published  monthly  in  improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point  by 

the  Christian  Record  Company,  College  View,  Neb. 
The  Searchlight,  a  quarterly  publication  in  improved  Braille  sent  out  from  the  Li;<ht- 

house.  111  East  59th  Street,  New  York,  to  the  children. 
The  Illuminator,  a  ciuarterly  publication  of  the  Holmcs-Schenley  Literarj"-  Society  of  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  improved  Braille, 
The  Daily  Mail,  published  weekly  in  English  Braille,  London,    This  paper  contains 

items  of  news  taken  from  the  London  Daily  Mail. 
The  Weekly  Summary,  .a  popular  record  of  news,  published  in   English  Braille  in 

Eltham,  Kent,  England. 
Progress,  published  in  English  Braille  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association, 

Great  Portland  Street,  London. 
Comrades,  a  magazine  for  boys  and  girls,  published  in  En.glish  Braille  by  the  British 

and  Foreign  IBlind  Association,  Great  Portland  Street,  London. 
Channels  of  Blessing,  published  in  English  Braille,  bi-monthly,  Mar.gate.  England. 
The  Moon  Magazine,  published  in  the  Aloon  type,  in  Brighton,  England,  by  the  Moon 

Society  for  the  Blind. 

Dawn,  published  quarterly'  in  the  Moon  type  by  the  Northern  Counties  Blind  Socfety, 

North  Shields,  England, 
Espiranta  Ligilo,  published  in  European  Braille  in  Espiranta,  Paris,  France. 

MAGAZINES  OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND  AND  THEIR  FRIENDS 

(In  Ink-print) 

The  Blind,  published  by  Gardener's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London. 

Valentin  Hauy,  published  by  the  Valentin  Hauy  Association  for  the  Blind,  Paris.  France.  - 
Blindenfreund,  issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaeter,  Konisberg,  Germany. 
The  Braille  Review,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  London. 
England. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Association  for  the  Blind: 
The  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind. 
And  The  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 

ORDERS  TAKEN  FOR  ALL  WRITING  APPLIANCES,  BOOKS,  AND 
MAGAZINES  IN  ANY  TYPE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 
No.  4. 


No.  5. 
No.  6. 

No.  7. 
No.  8. 
No.  9. 


THE   TUDOH    PRESS,    N.  V. 


LOG  OF  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE 


LIGHT    THROUGH  WORK 


SEVENTH  REPORT 

FOR    THE   YEAR     ENDING     NOVEMBER    1st,  1913 

The   New  York  Association 
FOR  THE  Blind 

Organized  1905.   Incorporated  1906  for  the  State  of  New  York 
OFFICES   AND   SALESROOM.  Ill    EAST  59th  STREET 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

LIGHTHOUSE  No.  I 

OFFICES.  SALESROOM.  INFORMATION  BUREAU.  ETC.  OFFICE  HOURS  :  9  TO  6  WEEK  DAYS 
111  EAST  59th  STREET  TELEPHONE.  PLAZA  3370— 3371 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN.  338  East  35th  Street 
THE    RIVER    LIGHT    HOUSE    (The  Hardy  Memorial) 
A  Vacation  Home  for  the  Blind,  Comwall-on-Hudson,  N.  Y. 

OBJECTS 

TO  PREVENT  UNNECESSARY  BLINDNESS 

TO  HELP  THE  BLIND  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES 

TO  SUCCOR  AND  RELIEVE  THE  ILL,  NEEDY  AND  AGED  BLIND 

TO  GIVE  TO  THE  BLIND  WORK.  FUN  AND  COMFORT 

Yearly  Subscriber  .        _        _  _ 

$  10.00 

Sustaining  Subscriber  .        _        .        .  25.00 

Patron  100.00 

Life  Patron  (given  at  one  time)  .  .  -  500.00 
Lighthouse  Founder  (given  at  one  time)      -        1 ,000.00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

/  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  Yorl^  Association  for  the  Blind,  incor- 
porated under  Chapter  559  of  the  Laws  of  1 895  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
to  be  applied  to  the  benevolent  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Association  and  under 
its  direction  ( insert  description  of  the  money  or  property  given). 


INSPECTION,  SUGGESTION  AND  CRITICISM  WELCOMED. 
SERVICE  GIVEN  REGARDLESS  OF  RACE  OR  CREED. 
THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY 
BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  work  are  requested  not  to 
give  money  to  persons  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Association. 

FROM  "THE  LIGHTHOUSE,"  EDITORIAL  IN  THE  NEW  YORK  EVENING  POST: 

"  In  the  last  Geographic  Magazine  there  was  an  article  on  famous  Light- 
houses. But  it  was  guilty  of  a  grave  omission.  It  did  not  mention  the  Light- 
house for  the  blind  in  East  Fifty-ninth  Street.  This  institution  deserves  to  rank 
with  any  giver  of  light  in  the  whole  world.  It  is  a  charity  so  tender  in  its  con- 
sideration for  the  peculiarly  unfortunate,  so  wise  in  its  methods,  so  bracing  in 
its  appeals  to  the  instinct  of  self-help  in  the  blind,  and  already  has  such  a 
record  of  positive  achievement  that  it  ought  not  to  lack  needed  support  for  one 
day.  ...  If  the  amount  required  is  not  speedily  forthcoming,  it  will  be  a  disgrace 
in  this  rich  city." 


LOG  OF  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE 


THE   SEVENTH  REPORT 

FOR    THE   YEAR    ENDING    NOVEMBER    1ST,    1913,  OF 

The   New  York  Association 
FOR  THE  Blind 

Organized1905.   Incorporated1906  fortheStateof  NewYork 


r 


LOVE   AND  JUSTICE:    THE    BLIND    GUARDIANS  OF  THE  BLIND 

Especially  Drawn  for  the  Association  by   E.  H.  Blashfieud 

OFFICES,   SALESROOM,   INFORMATION   AND   LECTURE  BUREAUX, 
TRAINING   STATION,  CLUBS,  ETC. 

Ill    EAST    59th    street  telephon  e,  plaza  3370-1 


EXCERPTS  FROM   SPEECHES  MADE  ON  BEHALF  OF 
THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


WILLIAM  HOWARD  TAFT 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  AT  HIS  SPEECH 
ON  FEBRUARY  22,  1913,  FOR  THE  OPENING  OF  LIGHTHOUSE  No  1: 

"We  find  in  the  course  of  attempting  to  help  these  unfortunates  who  cannot 
see  that  we  do  best  for  them  when  we  of¥er  them  an  opportunity  to  help  them- 
selves. We  are  here  to  help  those  who  have  only  four  of  the  senses,  and  have  lost 
the  fifth,  to  make  the  four  do  the  work  of  five,  and  to  enable  them  to  do  that,  to 
teach  them  how  they  can  do  it." 

DR.  J.  H.  FINLEY 

COMMISSIONER  OF  EDUCATION  AND  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNIVER- 
SITY OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  : 

"This  place  is  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art.  It  is  the  library.  It  is  the 
the  park;  it  is  the  workshop;  it  is  the  laboratory  where  light  waves  are  transformed 
into  waves  of  form,  waves  of  sound,  waves  of  perfume.  If  you  bring  your  sym- 
pathy here,  I  mean  your  material  sympathy,  this  wonderful  laboratory  will  trans- 
form your  sympathy  into  that  which  will  be  as  precious  to  those  sightless  ones  as 
your  sight  is  to  you.  I  ask  you,  I  appeal  to  your  self-consciousness.  You  need 
things.  Give  your  sympathy  in  this  material  way,  and  you  will  be  enabled  to 
enjoy  the  things  that  you  can  see  with  your  eyes  better  in  this  world." 

THE  HON.  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND  : 
"A  great  work  had  to  be  accomplished  when  this  Association  was  organized, 
which  Miss  Helen  Keller  has  well  called  the  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  blind. 

 The  idea  on  which  this  Association  was  formed,  and  of  which  she  is  a  living 

representative,  is  not  asylums,  but  work  is  what  the  blind  want  We  must 

have  absolute  faith  in  the  possibilities  of  what  the  blind  can  accomplish.  That  is 
what  the  managers  of  this  society  have  had  from  the  beginning.  The  blind  them- 
selves must  imply  hope,  never  give  way  to  despair,  never  allow  the  darkness  that 
overwhelms  them  to  produce  despondency  ;  and  then  the  charity  of  good-will,  of 
co-operation,  of  human  love  must  come  from  the  rest  of  the  community  whose 
bounden  duty  it  is  to  see  that  all  efforts  like  this  are  made  successful  " 
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Officers  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


PRESIDENT 

Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 
(Dr.  John  H.  Finley.)* 

^,  VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Miss  Helen  Keller  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis 

HONORARY  VICE-PRESIDENT 
Mr.  Robert  W.  de  Forest 
SECRETARY  TREASURER 
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WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF— Con^twied. 


Brooms  manufactured,  1913  81,376 

Brooms  manufactured,  1912  52,819 


Gain  over  1912   28,557 

Whisk  brooms  manufactured  1913.10,780 

Blind  men  employed,  1913   57 

Blind  men  employed,  1912   46 

Instructive  department,  1913....  26 
Instructive  department,  1912.  ...  14 

Piece  workers,  1913   31 

Piece  workers,  1912   32 

Total  number  of  blind  men  em- 
ployed 1913   68 

Total  number  of  blind  men  em- 
ployed   1912   59 

BLIND  MASSEURS  AND  PIANO  TUNERS. 


The  Association  will  send  certificated 
masseurs  and  masseuses  on  application, 
or  appointments  can  be  made  at  the 
Lighthouse.    Telephone  Plaza,  3370. 

The  Association  has  a  list  of  skilled 
and  reliable  piano  tuners  who  take  orders 
at  short  notice. 

Number  of  orders  secured  during 

the  year   545 

These  tuners  have  preference  in  tun- 
ing the  pianos  for  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 

INSTRUCTION  - IN  TUNING. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Music 
School  Settlement  a  class  in  tuning  has 
been  started  under  the  direction  of  a 
blind  member  of  the  Association's  staff. 
Number  of  pupils  14 

HOME  TEACHING  AND  FRIENDLY  VISITING. 

Visits  are  made  by  Home  Teachers  to 
the  blind  who  are  unable  to  attend  our 
Workshop  or  classes  or  to  work  away 
from  their  homes.    Instruction  is  given 
to  them  in  chair  caning,  basketry,  knit- 
ting, crocheting,  hand  and  machine  sew- 
ing, hammock  and  rug  weaving,  type- 
writing, reading,  writing  and  music. 
Number  of  visits  made  during  the 
past  year  by  our  Home  Teachers 
and    Friendly    Social  Service 

visitors   4,445 

Number  of  visits  made  in  1912.  .  .  .4,277 


Gain  over  1912   168 


SALESROOM. 

The  Association  has  now  a  large  and 
attractive  salesroom  where  it  disposes  of 
the  great  variety  of  articles  made  by 
blind  consignors  (see  WHAT  WE 
HAVE  TO  OFFER),  and  where  it 
makes  known  and  takes  orders  for  the 
blind  agents  whose  goods  it  is  glad  to 
recommend. 

LIGHTHOUSE  INSTRUCTION. 

WOMEN. 

Instruction  is  given  daily,  except  Sat- 
urday, in  silk,  linen  and  rug  weaving, 
knitting,  hand  and  machine  sewing  and 
basketry.  Weekly  classes  are  held  in 
cooking,  machine  and  plain  sewing,  rug 
braiding  and  typewriting.  Individual  in- 
struction is  given  in  typewriting,  stenog- 
raphy, switchboard  operating,  reading, 


writing,  music,  etc. 

Number  of  pupils  70 

Number  of  pupils  in  1912  49 

Gain  over  1912  21 

MEN. 


Weekly  classes  are  held  in  typewriting 
for  beginners,  advanced  typewriting  and 
commercial  correspondence,  reading  and 
writing  in  the  raised  types,  and  typewrit- 
ing, cane  seating,  sloyd,  basketry,  current 
topics  and  choral  work.  Individual  in- 
struction is  also  given  in  addition  in 
typewriting.  phonograph  dictation, 
switchboard  operating,  hammock  and 
rug  weaving  and  rush  seating. 

Number  of  pupils  32 

Number  of  pupils  in  1912  18 

Gain  over  1912  14 

SUMMER  CLASSES  FOR  CHILDREN. 

The  policy  of  having  summer  classes 
for  the  blind  public  school  children  hav- 
ing proved  a  success  in  1912.  it  was 
again  repeated  this  year  with  morning 
classes  for  the  boys  in  which  instruction 
was  given  in  cane  seating,  basketry,  sloyd 
and  calisthenics. 

Number  of  pupils  23 
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WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF— Co?t finned. 


Tlie  class  for  girls  met  three  times  a 
week  in  the  afternoon  and  instruction 
was  given  in  bead  work,  basketry,  cook- 
ing and  music. 

Number  of  pupils  16 

MUSIC. 

Classes  for  instruction  in  Braille  musi- 
cal notation,  piano,  violin  and  cornet 
are  held  after  school  hours  and  on  Sat- 
urday for  school  children,  and  through- 


out the  day  for  adults. 

Number  of  pupils  instructed  47 

Number  of  pupils  in  1912  17 

Gain  over  1912  30 


PHYSICAL  CULTURE  AND  DANCING. 

Weekly  instruction  is  given  in  physi- 
cal culture  and  gymnasium  work  for  the 
men,  and  dancing  for  the  women. 
Number  of  pupils  23 

CLOTHING  BUREAU. 

The  Bureau  continues  to  be  a  great 
help  in  providing  the  blind — or  needy 
members  of  their  family — with  clothing 
which  is  sold  at  low  prices,  or  in  many 
cases  given  free. 

Nimiber  of  articles  distributed  dur- 
ing the  year  1,063 

TICKET  BUREAU. 

The  bureau  has  continued  bringing 
happiness  to  its  recipents  by  distributing 
as  usual  tickets  for  concerts,  lectures, 
the  opera  and  dramatic  entertainments. 
Number  of  tickets  distributed.  ...  1,175 
Total  number  of  tickets  distri- 
buted since  foundation  15,954 

LIGHTHOUSE  SCOUTS. 

The  Lighthouse  troop  continues  its 
Saturday  morning  meetings  for  drill  and 
classes  in  First  Aid  to  the  Injured,  knot- 
making  and  athletics  and  hygiene. 

Boys  enrolled  as  Scouts  25 

Number  of  meetings  held  42 

CAMP  FIRE  GIRLS. 

The  Camp  Fire  Girls  meet  weekly 
Saturday  afternoons  and  follow  the  rou- 


tine Camp  Fire  business.  Instruction  in 
the  two  camps  is  given  in  bead  work, 
basketry  and  cooking,  singing,  dancing 


and  games. 

Number  of  members  32 

Number  of  meetings  held  40 

CLUBS. 

THE  BLIND  MEN's  IMPROVEMENT  CLUB. 

Number  of  members  103 

Number  of  associate  members  23 

Number  of  meetings   21 

THE  BLIND  WOMEN's  CLUB. 

Number  of  members   60 

Number  of  associate  members   19 

Number  of  meetings   18 

THE  WH.A.TSOEVER  CLUB. 

Number  of  members   20 

Number  of  meetings   13 

THREE  BOWLING  CLUBS. 

Meetings  held  weekly  throughout  the 
year. 

Number  of  members   22 

THE  SEARCHLIGHT  MAG.JiZINE. 


The  magazine  is  sent  to  blind  public 
school  children  and  to  those  in  institu- 
tions and  in  their  homes  throughout  the 
country.    It  is  issued  quarterly. 

THE  EMMA  L.   HARDY   MEMORIAL  HOME. 

The  River  Lighthouse  opened  for  the 
vacation  season  June  1st,  and  closed  Oct. 
1st.  The  parties  each  averaging  about 
40,    including   some   guides,  remained 


from  ten  days  to  two  weeks. 
Number  of  guests  (with  guides)  en- 
tertained during  the  summer  vaca- 
tion period  310 

Number  of  convalescents  entertained 
during  other  portions  of  the  year.  .  8 


SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

The  Lighthouse  staff,  the  Social  Serv- 
ice visitors,  including  doctors  and  nurses, 
and  the  Social  Service  Committee  have 
handled  a  greatly  increased  number  of 
cases  not  taken  care  of  by  our  Work- 


X  viii 


WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  BRIEF— Conhjmed. 


shop,  Lighthouse  class,  home  teaching  or 


private  instruction. 
Number  of  cases  for  which  special 
information  or  advice    has  been 

given   332 

Individual  cases  considered  by  Com- 
mittee  265 

Referred  to  other  agencies  for  the 
blind  (including  City  Dole  for  the 

blind)    65 

Referred  to  general  agencies   78 

Referred  to  physicians  126 

Referred    to    oculists    (other  than 

Lighthouse   clinic)   52 

Referred  to  dentists   9 

Placed  in  positions  with  the  sighted.  .  6 

Placed  in  homes   8 

Placed  in  hospitals    19 

Placed  in  convalescent  homes  (other 

than  River  light)   5 

Permits  or  licenses  obtained   6 

People  helped  in  business  ventures 
or    home    industries    with  stock, 

equipment,  etc   15 

People  given  financial  relief,  or  help- 
ed with  loans   72 

Vacations  obtained  for  (other  than 
310  in  Emma  L.  Hardy  A-Iemorial 

Home)    13 

Legal  advice  obtained  for   6 

Number  of  people  for  whom  travel- 
ing expenses  or  railroad  fares  were 
paid  (other  than  to  Cornwall)  ....  15 
Christmas  and  holidav  dinners  sent 

out   "  163 

Invalids  visited  in  their  homes  by 

Social  Service  physicians   34 

Invalids  regularly  provided  with  deli- 
cacies and  medical  supplies   25 

Easter  plants  distributed  136 

Bunches   of   flowers   distributed  in 

classes,  homes  and  institutions.  .  .650 
Typewriters  loaned  or  given  to  pupils  8 
Sewing  machines  loaned  or  given  to 

pupils    3 

Shorthand  machines  loaned  to  pupils  2 

Phonographs  loaned  to  pupils   2 

Hall    Braille-writers    and  Kleido- 

graphs  loaned  to  pupils   4 

Pianos  loaned  to  pupils   3 

IMusical  instruments  given  to  pupils  3 


Wheel  chair  and  invalid  appliances 
loaned    3 

CHRISTMAS  SALE. 

Instead  of  holding  the  annual  sale  at 
the  Lighthouse,  the  Association  through 
the  kind  co-operation  of  a  friend,  was 
enabled  to  have  it  in  a  vacant  shop  on 
Fifth  Avenue,  from  December  19th  to 
the  24th.  The  articles  sold  were  made 
by  Lighthouse  and  home  teaching  pupils 
and  outside  consignors.  The  proceeds 
were  $557.07. 

ANNUAL  FETE. 

The  annual  Ball  held  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  funds  for  the  Association's 
current  expenses  took  place  at  the  Hotel 
Astor,  Tuesday  evening,  March  25th. 
It  took  the  form  of  "The  Private  Open- 
ing of  the  Panama  Canal." 

ART  EXHIBITION. 

The  Academy  of  Misapplied  Art  held 
its  first  exhibition  at  the  Lighthouse  in 
March.  The  proceeds  of  the  exhibition 
were  given  to  the  Association. 

ENTERTAINMENTS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Monthly  entertainments  for  the  benefit 
of  the  older  blind  women  have  been  giv- 
en at  the  Lighthouse.  Dancing  has  been 
made  a  regular  feature  after  the  musical 
program  is  finished,  and  our  guests  of 
all  ages  have  joined  in  with  alacrity. 

ENTERTAINMENTS  IN  ALMSHOUSES. 

The  monthly  entertainments  in  the 
Almshouse  on  Blackwell's  Island  and  in 
Kings  County  Almshouse  in  Brooklyn 
have  continued  and  have  been  looked  for- 
ward to  with  enthusiasm,  not  only  by 
the  blind,  but  by  the  sighted  inmates 
who  are  also  asked  to  attend  and  to  all 
of  whom  the  event  is  the  red-letter  day 
of  the  month. 

OUTINGS. 

The  Men's  Club  held  its  annual  outing 
at  South  Beach,  Staten  Island,  in  July. 

The  Women's  Club  spent  the  day  at 
the  River  Lighthouse  at  Cornwall-on- 
Hudson,  enjoying  the  sail  there  and  back. 
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WORKSHOP  FOR   BLIND  MEN. 

The  Workshop  for  Blind  Men  held  its 
third  annual  outing-  at  Coney  Island  on 
August  26th,  the  entire  force  receiving  a 
holiday. 

LOANS  OF  GAMES,  ETC. 

The  Association  lends  games,  writing 
appliances,  etc.,  to  blind  shut-ins,  pupils, 
etc.,  and  also  sells  the  following: 

ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Writing  appliances,  slates,  styluses, 
machines,  writing  frames,  paper,  card- 
board, books,  music,  self-threading 
needles,  silks,  worsted,  yarn,  raffia,  cane, 
beads,  games,  toys,  checker  boards,  chess 
boards,   puzzle   cards,   dominoes,  toys, 


watches,  picture  puzzles,  etc.  Clothing 
of  all  kinds. 

ARTICLES  MADE  BY  THE  BLIND. 

For  sale  to  the  public,  whisks,  brooms, 
mops,  carpet  beaters,  dust  cloths,  aprons, 
children's  clothes,  furniture,  toys,  knitted 
and  crotcheted  articles,  woven  articles, 
curtains,  draperies,  cushions,  laces,  em- 
broidered portfolios,  bags  and  card 
cases,  Christmas  cards  and  books. 

SERVICE  GIVEN  BY  THE  BLIND, 

Our  workers  cane  chairs,  give  massage, 
tune  pianos,  do  typewriting,  stenography, 
typewriting  from  the  phonograph,  cook- 
ing, candy-making,  sewing  by  hand  and 
machine,  and  act  as  agents  for  hosiery, 
coffee,  tea,  stationery,  books,  magazines, 
Christmas  and  Easter  cards,  etc. 


BLIND  CHILDREN  COOLING  OFF  ON  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  ROOF, 
AFTER  AN  AUGUST  ROMP 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


TIME  TABLE  OF  LIGHTHOUSE  ACTIVITIES. 


Me7ts  Classes,  Wititer  1913-1914- 

TYPEWRITING. 

Monday  and  Wednesday  at  3-4  P.  M. 

ADVANCED  TYPEWRITING  AND  COMMERCIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Monday  at  7-8  P.  M. 

BOWLING. 

Monday  at  7-8:30  P.  M. 

Wednesday  and  Friday  at  7-8:30  and  8:30-10  P.  M. 

GYMNASIUM. 

Wednesday  at  7:30-8:30  P.  M. 

Friday  at  7:30-8:30  and  8:30-9:30  P.  M. 

BASKETRY. 

Monday  at  3-5  P.  M. 

Wednesday  at  3-5  and  8:30-10  P.  M. 

BRAILLE  AND  MOON  TYPE  READING  AND  WRITING. 
Monday  and  Wednesday  at  2.3  P.  M. 

CANE-SEATING. 

Monday  and  Wednesday  at  3-5  P.  M. 

CURRENT  TOPICS. 

Every  first  and  third  Monday  at  7-8  P.  M. 

Women  s  Classes,  Winter  1913-1914 

INDUSTRIAL. 

Every  day  at  9-5  (Except  Saturday) 

ARTS  AND  CRAFTS. 

Everd  day  at  9-5  (Except  Saturday) 

TYPEWRITING. 

Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  at  lo-ii  A.  M. 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  lo-ii  A.  M.  and  5-6  P.  M. 

STENOTYPE. 

Every  day  at  2-3  (Except  Saturday) 

BRAILLE  SHORTHAND. 

Every  day  at  9-10,  lo-ii  (Except  Saturday) 

SEWING. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  3-5. 

RUG  BRAIDING. 

Tuesday  at  3-5. 

COOKING. 

Thursday  and  Friday  at  3-5. 
Saturday  at  2-4. 

SWITCHBOARD. 

Every  day  at  2-3,  3-4  (Except  Saturday) 

M-USIC. 

Violin.         Saturday  at  1 1-12. 
Harmony.    Tuesday  at  2-3. 

Piano.         Tuesday  afternoon,  two  classes  at  3-5. 

Thursday  afternoon,  two  classes  at  3-5. 
Friday  afternoon,  one  class  at  3-5. 
Saturday  afternoon,  one  class  at  2-5. 

DANCING. 

Thursday  evening  at  7:15-9:15. 

INFORMATION  AND  LECTURE  BUREAUX,  SALESROOM  AND  MUSEUM. 
Open  daily  from  9  to  6. 
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THO'  LOVE  IS  BLIND,  LOVE  IS  THE  KING, 
GOOD  PEOPLE,  HEARKEN  YE! 
IT  IS  THE  KING  COMMANDS  THIS  THING 
FOR  THOSE  THAT  CANNOT  SEE. 

— Oliver  Herford. 


HOW    YOU    CAN    HELP  US 

IF   YOU   ARE   BLIND   OR  SEEING. 


We  are  eager  to  have  any  sugges- 
tions which  you  may  give  us  for  the 
prevention  of  bhndness  or  for  the  train- 
ing, relief,  employment  or  entertainment 
of  the  blind. 

We  welcome  all  information,  advice 

AND  criticism. 

We  are  eager  for  contributions  in 
clothes,  furniture,  flowers,  plants, 
and,  in  the  Holiday  Season,  for  food. 

We  can  use  tickets  for  opera,  con- 
certs, lectures  and  the  theatre  and 
other  entertainments.  Please  send  them 
as  far  in  advance  of  the  performance  as 
possible,  so  that  our  blind  friends  can 
secure  their  guides. 


We  are  glad  to  be  given  silks,  cot- 
tons AND  other  materials,  to  be  made 
into  useful  articles  by  our  workers. 

We  can  make  good  use  for  outings  for 
our  blind  of  carriages,  motors,  yachts 
OR  country  places,  lent  to  us. 

You  can  buy  the  well-made  work  of 
the  blind,  or  you  can  buy  for  them 
games,  tools  and  appliances  of  special 
use  to  them. 

You  can  persuade  your  artistic  friends 
to  sing,  play  and  recite  for  us. 

Perhaps  you  will  either  act  as  guide 
to  our  blind  people,  or  find  us  some  one 
who  is  willing  to  help  in  this  way. 

You  can  act  as  an  educational  me- 
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DiUM  to  spread  by  word  of  mouth  or 
printed  propaganda  the  Gospel,  to  stop 

BLINDNESS  and  to  HELP  THE  BLIND  TO 
HELP  THEMSELVES. 

You  can  come  to  our  office  to  see  if 
you  are  not  especially  fitted  to  do  some 
form  of  SOCIAL  service,  which  needs  you. 

You  can  interest  people  in  our  en- 
tertainments AND  lectures,  and  by 
your  word  and  example  increase  the  in- 
terest of  the  community,  both  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  coping  with  the  problems 
of  blindness. 

We  are  glad  to  have  contributions  in 
monex  or  checks,  to  be  made  payable 
immediately  or  on  promises,  at  a  con- 
venient time  of  the  donor. 

We  especially  need  a  fund  to  be  used 
TO  supplement  the  incomes  of  indus- 
trious BLIND  PEOPLE  who  cannot  make 
both  ends  meet,  and  to  prevent  the  sep- 
aration in  old  age  of  devoted  couples. 

We  need  a  loan  fund  to  help  to  start 
blind  people  in  commercial  enterprises ; 
in  some  cases  to  provide  pupils  with 
their  means  of  livelihood  until  they  are 


sufficiently  proficient  to  eke  it  out.  We 
always  need  money  to  be  disbursed  for 
small  and  immediate  relief,  of  which  our 
Home  Teachers  and  our  social  visitors 
become  aware. 

We  need  a  fund  for  further  equipment 
of  our  clinic,  for  eye  glasses,  glass  eyes, 
etc. 

We  want  a  small  Steinway  piano  and 
an  organ  for  our  blind  artists  to  practice 
on  in  the  auditorium,  as  well  as  for  our 
clubs  and  entertainments. 

You  can  help  us  to  find  the  $35,000.00 

WE  NEED  TO  FINISH  OUR  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Or  help  to  raise  the  $35,000.00  to  pay 
OFF  THE  mortgage  on  the  Lighthouse 
land. 

You  can  give  us  as  much  of  your  in- 
come as  you  can  spare,  and  more,  and 

PERSUADE  YOUR   FRIENDS  tO   follow  Suit. 

Remember  that  we  can  use  anything 
from  your  old  boots  to  your  best  bonds, 
and  are  anxious  to  do  so.  What  we  can 

DO  DEPENDS  ON  WH.KT  MONEY  THE  PUBLIC 
GIVES  us.  We  DEPEND  ENTIRELY  ON 
VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTION. 
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LIGHTHOUSE  WEAVING  IN   MANY  COLORS—  WITH  GOLD  AND  SILVER 
BACKGROUNDS-TO  THE  RIGHT  ARE  ALSO  BASKETS  AND  A  WOODEN 
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REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


Only  a  few  of  the  most  notable  activi- 
ties and  events  of  the  year  come  within 
the  scope  of  this  report. 

OUR     NEW     PRESIDENT — CHANGES  AND 
LOSSES. 

We  regretfully  yielded  our  valued 
President,  Dr.  Finley,  that  he  might 
serve  on  the  Commission,  which  we  had 
labored  to  get  appointed,  since  accord- 
ing to  law  he  could  not  be  both  our  Presi- 
dent and  a  Commissioner.  For  the  same 
reason  Mr.  Herbert  Satterlee,  much  to 
our  sorrow,  was  forced  to  resign  his 
office  in  our  Association.  We  felt  though 
that  these  sacrifices  were  essential  for 
the  success  of  the  new  Commission,  and 
that  we  still  had  the  interest  of  both 
of  these  good  friends,  who  in  their  new 
posts  would  be  able  to  do  much  good. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  long  a 
very  good  friend  of  the  Association, 
greatly  honored  us  in  becoming  in  June 
our  new  President. 

We  regretted  that  owing  to  his  ill- 
health  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Thomas 
B.'  Clarke,  Jr.,  to  resign  as  our  Treas- 
urer. We  appreciated  most  highly 
not  only  Mr.  Clarke's  great  ability  but 
the  keen  sympathy  and  interest  which  he 
expressed  in  our  work.  His  place  has 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Frederick  L.  Eld- 
ridge.  Mr.  Seth  Thomas,  who  has  been 
our  efficent  Assistant  Treasurer,  and  on 
whom  the  brunt  of  the  work  fell  during 
Mr.  Clarke's  illness,  still  retains  his 
office. 

We  have  lost  by  death  two  of  our 
friends  from  the  beginning,  the  Hon. 
John  Shaw  Billings,  our  Honorary  Vice- 
President,  and  the  Hon.  Edward  F. 
Jones,  himself  blind,  who  has  been  a 
member  of  our  Advisory  Board  and  a 
kindly  and  enthusiastic  advisor  through 
our  six  years  of  existence. 

Though  Miss  Bingham's  death,  on 
November  18th,  came  after  the  close  of 
our  fiscal  year,  it  seems  proper  to  make 
mention  of  this  great  loss  now.  Further 
comment  on  these  changes  and  losses  ap- 
pears elsewhere. 


THANKS. 

The  Executive  Committee  desires  to 
express  their  high  appreciation  of  the  un- 
tiring and  effective  work  of  Miss  Holt, 
the  Secretary,  whose  prophetic  foresight 
and  imagination  were  invaluable  in  pro- 
moting the  wide  usefulness  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  staff  of  the  Lighthouse,  of  whom 
26  are  blind,  have,  by  their  faithful  and 
cheerful  service  given  unfailing  help. 

Mr.  Roland  Holt  deserves  thanks  for 
his  help  in  preparing  for  publication  our 
Annual  Report,  and  leaflets.  His  knowl- 
edge and  ability  have  been  great  assets 
in  our  publicity  work. 

With  new  and  varied  activities  have 
come,  of  course,  still  greater  demands, 
but  we  trust  that  what  has  already  been 
accomplished  will  make  its  own  appeal 
and  guarantee  us  larger  public  support  in 
the  future. 

OPENING  THE  NEW  LIGHTHOUSE. 

In  the  life  and  achievements  of  the 
Association  the  past  year  is  historic.  It 
has  been  the  year  when  "dreams  have 
come  true."  For  the  most  important  day 
in  the  life  of  the  organization  was  that 
of  the  opening  of  the  new  Lighthouse 
by  the  former  President  of  the  United 
States,  William  Howard  Taft,  February 
22,  1913.  At  the  end  of  this  report  may 
be  found  some  extracts  from  the  speeches 
on  that  occasion,  other  noteworthy  fea- 
tures of  which  were  a  little  miracle  play, 
"The  Blind  Unchained,"  by  Miss  Carolyn 
Wells  and  Miss  Holt,  acted  by  blind 
school  children,  coached  by  Edith  Wynne 
Mattheson  and  Mrs.  Edwin  H.  Blash- 
field,  and  singing  by  Mr.  Ressinkoff  and 
a  blind  chorus,  kindly  coached  by  Mrs. 
McArthur  and  Mr.  Arthur  Farwell. 

In  but  a  week  after  the  opening  of  the 
Lighthouse  new  classes  and  activities 
were  staited,  which  fully  justified  the 
vision  of  our  Secretary,  Miss  Holt,  who 
had  long  seen  the  need  and  planned  to 
meet  it.  At  the  end  of  our  fiscal  year, 
after  eight  months'  operation,  we  are 
filling  every  nook  and  cranny  of  the 
building. 
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The  Association  is  very  grateful  to  the 
Advisory  Board  of  the  Building  Commit- 
tee which  did  so  much  to  help  us  in  avoid- 
ing many  of  the  pitfalls  inevitable  in  the 
construction  of  a  building,  which  is  thus 
far  unique. 

Thanks  are  especially  due  to  Mr.  Allen, 
Director  of  the  Perkins  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  at  Watertown,  Mass. ;  Mr. 
Burritt,  Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook,  to 
Mr.  McAloney,  the  director  of  the  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  Institution  of  the  Blind, 
for  valuable  suggestions,  and  to  Mr.  Jos- 
eph Rowland  Hunt  for  his  unfailing  in- 
dustry and  courtesy  as  the  active  repre- 
sentative of  the  Building  Committee,  on 
whom  fell  the  brunt  of  the  task  of  acting 
as  the  Association's  intermediary  betiveen 
the  architect  and  the  builder.  Mr.  Hunt 
also  showed  much  ingenuity  in  overcom- 
ing some  difficulties  in  the  construction  of 
the  plant,  and  in  many  ways  saving  much 
money  and  time. 

The  great  courtesv  and  generosity  of 
Mr.  C.  T.  Wills,  the  builder  of  our 
Lighthouse,  deserves  mention.  A  list  of 
his  contributions  to  our  building  will  be 
found  under  "Donations  in  Kind." 

RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

As  Mrs.  Bradley  Stoughton,  Chairman 
of  the  River  Lighthouse  Committee,  felt 
that  her  absence  made  it  impossible  for 
her  conscientiously  to  keep  her  office,  we 
were  forced  regretfully  to  accept  her  res- 
ignation. We  are  grateful  for  all  that 
she  accomplished  as  the  pioneer  Chair- 
man of  the  work  at  Cornwall.  We  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  having  Mrs. 
Pulsifer  now  as  Chairman.  Mrs.  Pul- 
sifer's  efforts  have  been  much  helped  by 
the  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  Mr. 
Charles  Stillman,  who  has  acted  as 
Treasurer  for  the  Committee  at  Corn- 
wall. 

BU.SINESS  REORGANIZATION. 

We  feel  that  we  are  greatly  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  work  which  has  been 
performed  by  our  Business  Organization 
committee.  We  aim  at  the  most  Efficient 
Economic  Philanthropy.  In  our  larger 
quarters  and  with  the  rapidly  increasing 


growth  of  the  work  of  the  Association, 
we  require  the  best  kind  of  organiza- 
tion suitable  for  a  large  business.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  know  that  even  with 
our  much  augmented  work  every  detail  of 
our  business  is  running  on  economic  and 
we  hope  efficient  lines.  If  any  of  our 
friends  find  cause  to  question  this,  we 
will  be  more  than  grateful  if  they  will 
point  out  any  weaknesses  so  that  we  may 
remedy  them.  Our  plant  was  inspected 
most  generously  by  Mr.  Harrington  Em- 
erson, the  noted  specialist  on  Scientific 
Business  Management.  His  suggestions 
were  most  welcome  and  helpful,  but  we 
were  surprised  and  delighted  with  his  ap- 
probation and  appreciation,  not  only  of 
our  ideals,  but  what  we  w^ere  actually 
accomplishing,  and  he  sealed  his  ap- 
proval after  his  inspection  with  a  sub- 
stantial check. 

THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the 
old  building,  on  Tuesday,  December  17, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  Finley, 
the  President  of  the  Association.  Re- 
ports of  the  year  were  made,  plans  for 
the  work  made  possible  in  the  new  Light- 
house were  discussed,  and  an  appeal  is- 
sued for  their  adequate  support. 

AN  AUXILIARY. 

Great  good  is  expected  from  the  start- 
ing of  an  Auxiliary  of  the  Association, 
of  which  ]\liss  Harriett  Glover  has  been 
appointed  the  Chairman.  The  Auxiliary 
aims  to  assist  the  Association  with  its 
mental,  moral  and  financial  support,  aid- 
ing and  helping  it  where  help  is  most 
needed. 

BIRTHDAYS. 

We  are  grateful  to  Mr.  Herbert  Sat- 
terlee  for  much  inspiration  and  helpful- 
ness. His  poetic  thought  of  Lighthouse 
Birthdays  is  one  which  should  be  of 
great  helpfulness  to  our  work.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  invitation  for  a  Lighthouse 
Birthday,  which  was  sent  out  at  Mr. 
Satterlee's  suggestion : 

"The  pleasure  of  your  company  is  re- 
quested on  a  day  to  be  selected  by  you 
at  The  Lighthouse.  One  Hundred  Eleven 
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East  Fifty-Ninth  Street,  at  Five  O'clock. 
Mr.  Joseph  S.  Auerbach,  Mr.  Herbert  L. 
Satterlee,  Mr.  Willard  V.  King,  Mr. 
Joseph  H.  Hunt,  Mr.  Felix  M.  Marburg, 
Committee  on  hivitation.  R.  S.  V.  P., 
"Will  you  not  select  the  birthday  of 
some  member  of  your  family  or  that  of 
a  friend,  or  some  memorial  day  on  which 
you  will  give  the  amount  necessary  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  Lighthouse  for 
that  day? 

"By  the  gift  of  $100  you  can  feel 
that  on  a  particular  day  of  your  choice, 
you  are  keeping  the  Lamp  burning  in 
the  Lighthouse  and  taking  a  definite  and 
distinct  part  in  preventing  all  forms  of 
unnecessary  blindness ;  in  aiding  blind 
men,  women  and  children  to  overcome 
their  handicap  and  making  their  lives  as 
useful  and  happy  as  possible,  and  reliev- 
ing and  cheering  those  in  distress. 

"We  need  $30,000  to  properly  carry 
on  and  to  extend  our  work  for  the  next 
six  months.  Of  our  total  disbursements 
only  11  per  cent  goes  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  workshop,  the  training  sta- 
tion, salesroom,  and  Vacation  Home. 
Twenty-six,  that  is  most  of  our  staff,  in- 
cluding teachers,  stenographers,  switch- 
board operators,  etc.,  are  blind.  There- 
fore your  money  will  go  direct  to 
the  work  of  helping  these  and  many 
other  cheerful  and  intelligent  sightless 
people  to  help  themselves  and  to  find 
'light  through  work'." 

We  are  indebted  for  the  charming  in- 
vitations and  their  artistic  appearance  to 
the  generous  work  of  Mr.  Louis  Tread- 
well. 

Birthdays  have  been  taken  by  several 
of  our  friends,  including  Mr.  and  the 
Misses  Satterlee  and  Mr.  Felix  War- 
burg. Lincoln's  Birthday  was  chosen  by 
one  of  our  helpers. 

We  hope  that  more  people  mav  act  on 
this  Lighthouse  Birthdav  suggestion — 
which  is  as  practical  as  it  is  picturesque. 

TWO  "blind"  books. 

^Nlrs.  WoodrufT,  in  writing  her  touch- 
ing and  charming  story  of  "The  Lady 
of  the  Lighthouse,"  has  helped,  not  only 


to  educate  the  seeing  public  about  the 
possibilities  of  the  blind,  but  through  her 
generous  self-sacrifice  in  giving  all  the 
proceeds  of  her  labor  to  the  Association, 
has  swelled  its  coffers.  The  story  is 
interesting  for  all  sorts  and  conditions 
of  men,  women  and  children. 

We  have  all  been  gratified  by  the  suc- 
cess of  Miss  Holt's  little  book,  "A  Short 
History  of  the  Blind  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral." It  is  not  only  printed  in  ink  print 
in  three  editions,  but  has  appeared  in 
England  in  the  Moon  and  Braille  types 
for  the  blind,  and  has  recently  been  trans- 
lated into  Esperanto  and  dedicated  to 
the  author  by  Miss  W.  E.  Weems,  the 
distinguished  teacher  of  Esperanto  in 
Baltimore,  to  whom  we  are  very  grate- 
ful for  this  generous  service. 

THE  SHOP  ox  FIFTH  AVENUE. 

The  annual  sale  at  the  Lighthouse  was 
eliminated  this  year,  and  a  departure 
made  by  holding  it  in  an  empty  shop  on 
Fifth  Avenue,  four  days  before  Christ- 
mas. This  proved  a  great  success  and 
succeeded  in  arousing  the  interest  of  the 
passers-by,  to  many  of  whom  the  work 
was  absolutely  unfamiliar.  We  are  grate- 
ful to  the  generous  friend  who  lent  us 
these  temporary  quarters  but  prefers  to 
remain  anonymous. 

THE    ANNUAL    FETE  PANAMESE. 

This  year  it  was  decided  that  the  most 
timely  subject  for  our  Fete  would  be  the 
"Private  Opening  of  the  Panama  Canal." 
It  was  given  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on 
March  25th,  under  the  patronage  of 
President  and  Mrs.  Wilson  and  other 
friends  of  the  Association,  who  have  so 
often  helped  us  by  giving  us  the  use  of 
their  names.  There  was  a  special  pro- 
gram of  features  appropriate  to  such  an 
occasion,  including  tableaux  showing 
"Panama  Through  the  Centuries,"  the 
"Panama  Hymn,"  especially  written  for 
the  occasion  by  Mr.  Percy  Mackaye, 
(reprinted  in  the  April,  1913,  Atlantic 
Monthly),  the  music  also  especially  com- 
posed by  Mr.  Harry  Rowe  Shelly,  who 
kindly  acted  as  organist.     Miss  Inga 
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Orner  was  the  soloist.  The  Association 
is  much  indebted  to  General  Roe  and  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Rowland  Hunt,  who  acted  as 
Master  of  the  Fete ;  to  Mr.  Ernest 
Peixotto,  who  heroically  shouldered  un- 
expected burdens;  to  Mr.  Charles 
Stewart  Butler,  Chairman  of  the 
Floor  Committee  for  several  years ;  to 
Mr.  Henry  Morgan  Post,  who  again  was 
the  highly  efficient  Treasurer  of  the  Fete, 
to  the  honorary  chairmen  of  the  commit- 
tees in  general,  Mrs.  Richard  Irvin,  Mr. 
William  Laurel  Harris,  Air.  Richard 
Hunt,  Mr,  John  Alexander,  Mr. 
Hart  and  Mr.  Orlando  Rouland ; 
to  Mrs.  Ben  Ali  Haggin  and  Mrs. 
Putnam  Remsen  of  the  Decoration  and 
Tableau  Committee :  Mr.  Douglas 
Henry  and  Mr.  Roland  Holt  of  the  Pro- 
gram Committee,  and  particularly  to  the 
Committee  on  Invitation — Mrs.  Peter 
Cooper  Hewitt,  Mrs.  Richard  Irvin,  Mrs. 
Herbert  L.  Satterlee  and  Miss  Winifred 
Holt.  The  Association  is  greatly  appre- 
ciative of  the  courtesy  and  help  of  the 
Messrs.  Muschenheim  and  for  the  kind- 
ness of  all  the  artists  on  the  program,  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  various  mili- 
tary and  naval  organizations,  the  Hotel 
Astor  florist,  for  the  loan  of  palms,  and 
the  New  York  Botanical  Park  for  the 
loan  of  parrots  and  man-eating  macaws. 

Mr.  Blashfield  again  presented  to  the 
Association  for  the  Program  one  of  his 
beautiful  drawings — The  Light — which  is 
reproduced  in  this  report. 

women's  industrial  exhibition. 
The  Association  was  asked  again  to 


take  part  in  the  Women's  Industrial  Ex- 
hibition, which  opened  at  tlie  Grand  Cen- 
tral Palace  on  February  27th.  Workers 
from  our  Handicraft  Department  arous- 
ed much  interest  and  further  extended 
public  knowledge  as  to  the  possibilities 
of  our  work. 

ACADEMY  OF  MISAPPLIED  ARTS. 

This  unique  exhibition,  burlesquing 
the  Cubists,  etc.,  was  held  at  the  Light- 
house in  March,  through  the  kindness  of 
several  artists,  and  resulted  in  giving 
much  enjoyment  as  well  as  considerable 
material  aid.  Miss  Holt  tells  more  about 
it  in  her  report. 

FUNDS  URGENTLY  NEEDED. 

We  have  three  model  plants  (the 
Bourne  Workshop  and  New  Lighthouse 
in  New  York  and  the  River  Light  at 
Cornwall),  but  not  funds  enough  for 
bare  running  expenses.  We  still  have  a 
mortgage  of  $35,000  to  lift  and  debts, 
partly  still  due  on  building,  of  $40,000 
additional.  We  need  $250,000,  and  need 
it  NOW.  Friends  have  of¥ered  $30,000 
of  it,  if  we  will  raise  the  rest  before 
June. 

President  Taft,  the  Hon.  Joseph  H. 
Choate,  Helen  Keller  and  other  great 
people  urgently  voice  our  needs  in  ex- 
tracts from  speeches  at  the  opening  of 
the  new  Lighthouse,  printed  elsewhere  in 
this  report. 

(Signed)  Raymond  Collier  Knox, 
Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 
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Copyright  1913,  by  Edwin  H.  Slash  fie  hi 
THE  LIGHT 

DRAWN  FOR  AND  PRESENTED  TO  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

BY  MR.  EDWIX  H.  BLASH FIELD,  march,  1913 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SEAL 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  LOG. 
KEPT  BY  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPER. 


SEVEN  YEARS  OLD. 

The  Association  is  now  seven  years 
old.  It  started  with  a  deficit  for  capital, 
and  now  has  three  model  equipped  build- 
ings. Those  of  us  who  have  breasted 
the  waves  of  debt  and  discouragement, 
raging  around  the  Lighthouse,  while  we 
rescued  the  hopeless  wrecks  of  blindness 
driven  to  us,  we  who  have  seen  the  ship- 
wrecked warmed  and  cheered,  to  often 
set  sail  again  on  a  tide  of  self-support, 
feel  that  what  we  have  already  achieved 
should  justify  the  public  giving  us  sym- 
pathetic support,  and  relieving  us  from 
the  financial  fog  which  still  dims  our 
light,  giving  the  means  to  make  it  possi- 
ble for  us  to  concentrate  our  imagination 
and  energy  on  the  great  problems  of  the 
rescue  work  which  our  vigil  entails. 

We  hope  that  after  reading  this  Log. 
you  may  care  to  come  to  the  Lighthouse, 
to  study  the  working  of  the  Lamp  and 
see  how  necessary  it  is,  both  for  the 
blind  and  the  seeing,  that  it  should  be 


kept  bright,  in  the  midst  of  the  storm 
and  stress  of  our  busy  city  life,  where, 
but  for  our  rays  of  help,  many  a  drift- 
ing blind  man  or  woman  would  perish 
forgotten  in  the  overwhelming  current. 

It  has  been  our  privilege  to  save  a 
number  of  unnerved,  despairing  individ- 
uals from  self  destruction,  and  to  turn 
their  idle  agony  into  self-respecting, 
wage-earning  channels. 

GOOD-WILL  AXD  CO-OPERATION. 

It  is  impossible  to  name  all  the  evi- 
dences of  good-will  and  fellowship  which 
the  Association  has  received.  It  has 
striven  to  live  up  to  its  creed  of  "Charity 
towards  all  and  Alalice  towards  none," 
and  in  this  spirit  to  hand  on  the  Torch 
to  other  Seekers  after  Light,  to  co-oper- 
ate with  all  institutions,  agencies  and 
bodies  working  for  the  general  good. 
Each  wise  and  efficient  work,  or  worker 
for  the  Blind,  from  wherever  it  may 
come,  is  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome  from 
the  Lighthouse. 
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EFFICIENCY. 

We  believe  in  efficient  philanthropy 
and  efficient  business  management  of 
philanthropy,  which  abhors  waste  and 
duplication  of  effort.  On  our  seventh 
birthday,  though  the  Lighthouse  Keepers 
realize  the  honor  which  has  been  theirs 
as  pioneers  in  many  much-needed  fields, 
they  have  no  disposition  to  rest  on  their 
oars. 

There  will  always  be  room  in  our 
work  for  a  hearty  discontent  with  what 
we  have  done,  when  we  compare  it  with 
what  we  wish  to  do,  therefore  we  are 
eager  for  suggestions  and  criticisms, 
which  would  help  us  to  achieve  our  am- 
bitions.. Further,  we  feel  that  there  is 
no  flattery  equal  to  sincerity  and  interest 
which  expresses  itself  in  frank  criticism. 

THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 

The  Light  of  the  Lighthouse  for  the 
Blind,  like  the  Eddystone,  consists  of  two 
lamps.  One  gives  light  through  work  to 
those  blind  boys  and  girls,  men  and 
women,  who  are  able  to  learn  and  to 
profit  by  their  work,  and  become  self 
helpful.  The  second  is  a  Lamp  of  con- 
solation, it  finds  the  deaf  and  dumb  blind, 
crippled  invalid  and  mentally  deficient 
blind,  who  are  helped  by  the  relief 
brought  to  them  through  friendly  visit- 
ors, teachers,  readers,  nurses  and  doctors 
from  the  Lighthouse. 

PIONEERS. 

It  is  impossible  in  this  brief  report  to 
mention  all  the  good  new  efforts  for  the 
relief  and  help  of  the  blind,  which  have 
come  into  existence  since  our  Lamp  was 
lighted. 

The  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  started  both  as  a  pioneer  to  find  the 
blind  in  the  State  and  as  a  Sight  Saving 
and  Training  Station  for  them.  It  is 
proud  of  the  splendid  progress  which 
has  been  made  under  the  able  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  Van  Bergan  at  Lighthouse 
Number  Two,  which  the  Association 
founded  in  Buffalo  in  its  first  year  of 
activity.  Eight  committees  started  by 
our  Association  throughout  the  State 


have  been  shining  centers  of  brightness 
for  those  who  sit  in  darkness. 

COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  greatest  of  the  newcomers  in  the 
field  is  the  Commission  for  the  Blind. 
In  the  winter  of  1913  the  State  Chari- 
ties Aid  Society  called  together  rep- 
resentatives of  all  organizations  work- 
ing for  the  blind  to  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mission. The  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 
presided  and  appointed  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg,  Chair- 
man ;  Mr.  Charles  Hamilton,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Batavia  Institution  for  the 
Blind;  Mr.  William  Sheehan,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Buffalo  Workshop  for  the 
Blind;  Mr.  Eben  P.  Morford,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Industrial  Home  for  Blind 
Men,  and  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  to  consider  and  to  draw  up  a 
Bill  to  create  a  Commission. 

The  Committee  held  a  meeting  at  the 
office  of  its  Chairman,  Mr.  Warburg, 
whose  diplomacy  and  tact,  as  well  as  his 
sacrifice  of  time,  were  as  fruitful  as  they 
were  generous.  The  bill  was  finally  sat- 
isfactorily drafted  by  the  Committee  and 
subsequently  signed  by  the  Governor. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  him 
were : 

Dr.  Finley,  President  of  the  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  who  has  since 
become  the  Commissioner  of  Education 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  Chairman : 
Miss  Gertrude  Bingham,  the  Inspector 
of  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools  of 
New  York ;  Miss  Lucy  Goldthwaite,  Li- 
brarian for  the  Blind,  in  the  Public  Li- 
brary at  New  York  City ;  Senator  Burd ; 
Mr. 'Herbert  L.  Satterlee  of  the  State 
Charities  Aid  Association.  As  before 
stated  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  required 
that  no  member  of  the  Commission  could 
be  an  officer  of  any  school  or  institute 
for  the  blind,  therefore  to  accept  the  Gov- 
ernor's appointment,  it  was  necessary 
for  Dr.  Finley  to  resign  as  President  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
and  for  Mr.  Satterlee  also  to  give  up 
the  ofiice  which  he  held  in  the  Associa- 
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tion.  Although  the  Association  appre- 
ciates the  tremendous  sacrifice  which  this 
involved  to  itself  in  losing  the  direct  help 
of  these  gentlemen  for  its  work,  it  real- 
ized of  what  unique  value  to  the  blind 
their  service  would  be  in  the  efforts  of 
this  pioneer  permanent  commission. 
Therefore,  the  Executive  Committee  re- 
quested Dr.  Finley  and  Mr.  Satterlee  to 


FROM  THE  NEW  STATE  COMMISSION. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commission 
writes : 

"The  Commission,  through  the  fine  co- 
operation of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind,  is  now  in  possession  of  a 
register  of  the  blind  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  This  will  furnish  us  with  an  ad- 
mirable basis  for  work." 


SAFETY  DEVICE  ON  MACHINERY  FOR  PROTECTING  EYES. 
PART  OF  THE  SAFETY  EXHIBIT  OF 

THE    NEW    YORK    ASSOCIATION    FOR    THE  BLIND 

Picture  kindly  donated  by  Mr.  Arthur  Williams 
(.See  page  19— bottom  of  second  column) 


undertake  this  new  task  for  the  benefit  of 
the  blind.  The  Association  is  very  glad 
to  give  all  help  possible  to  the  Commis- 
sion, and  has  already  handed  over  to  its 
Executive  Secretary,  Mr.  Abbott,  a  list 
of  3,554  cases  of  blindness,  which  it  had 
located  in  the  State  outside  of  Greater 
New  York.  The  Association  feels  that 
besides  the  aid  which  it  is  so  glad  to  give 
to  the  Commission,  the  Commission  will 
help  the  Lighthouse  activities. 


The  Commission  further  has  consti- 
tuted the  Association  a  Bureau  of  Infor- 
mation and  Industrial  Aid,  thus  insuring 
constant  and  close  co-operation. 

FAREWELL,  DR.  FINLEY. 
WELCOME,  MR.  CIIOATE  I 

It  was  a  great  trial  though  for  us 
to  relinquish  our  President,  and  our  re- 
port would  not  be  complete  without  say- 
ing how  much  his  sympathy  and  help 
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meant  to  us  in  our  trying  period  of 
growth.  Our  ideals  were  never  too  high 
for  him,  or  our  ambitions  too  great.  He 
upheld  us  in  our  work  with  the  vision  of 
a  poet  and  a  seer,  and  we  trust  that  what 
he  believed  and  hoped  for  us  will  yet 
come  true.  It  would  have  been  impossi- 
ble to  let  him  leave  us  to  strengthen  the 
new  Commission  unless  he  had  placed  his 
command  of  the  Lighthouse  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Choate,  who  was  one  of  our  first 
friends  and  officers  of  the  Association 
and  whom  we  all  serve  with  cheerful- 
ness and  admiration. 

HONORS  TO  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Association  is  deeply  honored  by 
many  courtesies  shown  to  its  representa- 
tive both  on  the  Continent  and  in  Eng- 
land. It  is  also  appreciative  of  the  invi- 
tation given  to  its  representative  by  the 
American  Association  of  the  Workers 
for  the  Blind  to  act  as  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  that  organization 
for  advising  and  teaching  younger  or- 
p'anizations  how  to  start  new  model  ac- 
tivities for  the  blind. 

The  Association  was  honored  with  a 
gold  medal  and  diploma  for  its  exhibit  at 
the  recent  National  Exhibition  of  Safety 
and  Sanitation,  making  seven  medals  and 
diplomas  given  to  us  in  seven  years.  Our 
spirit  is  still  humble  and  we  realize  that 
we  must  still  toil  hard  and  ceaselessly 
to  find  the  light. 

OPENING   OF   THE    NEW    LIGHTHOUSE  BY 
THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  U.VITED 
STATES. 

On  Washington's  Birthday,  1913, 
President  Taft,  who  had  previously 
laid  the  cornerstone  for  our  Light- 
house, came  himself  to  open  it.  This 
generous  action  on  his  part  was  one  of 
significance  to  the  blind  all  over  the 
world.  It  was  the  endorsement  by  the 
chief  representative  of  the  nation,  not 
only  of  the  work  achieved  in  its  short 
life  by  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,  but  a  recognition  that  work 
like  it  has  a  logical  and  necessary  part 
in  the  life  of  the  Republic,  and  that, 
therefore,  Lighthouse  No.  1  should  be 


the  first  of  a  chain  of  Lighthouses 
throughout  the  world  to  prevent  and  cure 
blindness  and  to  rescue  the  blind  from 
idleness  and  despair.  The  blind  them- 
selves felt  the  deep  meaning  of  the  kin- 
dling of  the  new  Lamp  to  give  them  Light 
through  Work.  They  had  already  shown 
by  their  work  and  contributions  how  eag- 
er they  were  for  the  completion  of  the 
building,  and  ever  since  its  opening  we 
are  happy  to  feel  that  they  have  accepted 
the  Lighthouse,  not  only  as  their  settle- 
ment house,  where  they  should  naturallv 
find  work  and  play,  and  devise  schemes 
to  extend  the  horizon  of  the  blind,  but 
it  has  been  treated  by  the  blind  from  dis- 
tant parts,  passing  through  New  York, 
as  their  Club  House,  where  they  are  sure 
to  find  a  hearty  welcome,  and  all  help 
which  they  require. 

,  A  HAVEN  FOR  STRANGERS. 

For  example,  a  blind  Norwegian  girl 
landed  in  Xew  York  (juite  alone,  was  met 
at  the  steamer  by  a  member  of  the  Light- 
house crew,  and  safely  re-embarked  for 
her  final  destination.  A  blind  gentleman 
came  from  a  distant  town  to  meet  his 
wife,  whose  steamer  was  due  in  New 
York.  Owing  to  the  bad  weather,  for 
some  days  he  was  forced  to  remain  alone 
and  expecting  her.  During  this  time  he 
was  much  at  the  Lighthouse,  where  he 
was  able  to  find  books  and  the  reading 
material  which  he  required,  in  addition 
to  meeting  some  former  blind  friends, 
with  whom  he  spent  many  delightful 
hours,  including  the  dissipations  of  a 
theater  and  a  concert.  Endless  similar 
happenings  could  be  recorded.  Quota- 
tions from  the  notable  speeches  at  the 
opening  of  Lighthouse  No.  1  appear  else- 
where in  this  report. 

THE  GUEST  BOOK. 

The  new  Lighthouse  Guest  Book  was 
begun  by  Miss  Helen  Keller,  who  wrote 
in  it,  in  her  clear,  characteristic  hand- 
writing. Her  distinguished  teacher,  Mrs. 
Macy,  followed  her,  then  came  the  sig- 
nature of  President  Taft,  Mr.  Choate, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Ceremonies ;  Presi- 
dent Finley,  the  President  of  the  Asso- 
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elation ;  Mr.  Morford,  the  President  of 
the  American  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind ;  Mr.  Scandlin,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Blind  Men's  Improvement 
Club,  and  the  rest  of  the  distinguished 
participants  in  the  opening  ceremonies  at 


the  new  building,  and  the  guests,  blind 
and  sighted,  who  have  been  visiting  the 
building  ever  since.  The  full  program 
of  the  proceedings  for  the  opening,  and 
extracts  from  the  speeches,  are  given 
elsewhere.  The  Log  would,  however, 
not  be  complete  unless  we  mentioned  the 
wonderful  spirit  which  animated  the  first 


gathering  at  the  Lighthouse,  when  each 
speaker  seemed  to  give  the  best  in  his 
heart,  and  the  blind  and  seeing  friends 
of  the  work  met  on  a  common  basis  of 
understanding,  and  in  a  spirit  of  co- 
operation, which,  if  fully  realized,  would 


do  away  for  all  times  with  the  lack  of 
opportunity  and  the  lack  of  financial  aid 
from  which  the  blind  have  suffered  since 
the  beginning  of  history. 

THE  BUILDING  AN  OBJECT  LESSON. 

The  building,  besides  acting  as  a  set- 
tlement house  and  a  club  house,  much 
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facilitated  by  its  central  position,  acts 
as  an  information  bureau  for  the  blind 
and  the  seeing  concerning  the  blind,  and 
as  an  object  lesson  to  both,  of  the  capa- 
cities of  those  who  must  depend  on  tlieir 
success  in  life,  on  that  eye  which  no 
calamity  can  darken. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

Our  field  agent  has  quietly  taken  pos- 
session of  the  Library  for  his  office.  A 
wise  move  this,  as  it  is  very  attractive 
with  its  pretty  shelves  of  books  in  raised 
type.  There  are  copies  of  the  "Search- 
light" usually  lying  on  the  table  for  any 
visiting  youngsters  to  read. 

We  are  grateful  to  Mr,  Warren  for 
designing  the  shelves  in  our  library,  and 
to  Mr.  Joseph  S.  Auerbach  for  giving 
them  to  us. 

THE  SALES  ROOM. 

This  room  is  stocked  with  well  made 
work,  from  blind  consignors  from  any- 
where, as  well  as  the  skilful  work  of 
the  Lighthouse  pupils  and  collaborators, 
is  veritably  an  eye-opener  to  visitors, 
whether  they  see  with  their  two  eyes  or 
with  their  ten  eyes  on  their  finger  tips. 

THE  MUSEUM. 

The  sales  room  opens  immediately  on 
the  Museum,  where  the  history  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  blind  may  be  traced 
as  far  as  our  scanty  funds  and  contri- 
butions have  permitted,  from  the  time 
that  blind  musicians  were  employed  in 
the  court  of  Pharaoh,  to  the  most  up-to- 
date  shorthand  machine  that  could  be 
wished  for  by  expert  blind  stenographers. 
It  is  easy  to  imagine  how  much  even 
half  an  hour  will  reveal  to  a  discouraged 
blind  person  of  the  great  horizon  of  edu- 
cation and  usefulness  open  to  him.  Be- 
sides tools  and  appliances  of  use  to  the 
blind,  our  exhibits  include  books,  shoes, 
cutlery,  etc.,  and  statues  made  by  them. 

Our  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. 
Henry  Warren  for  installing,  during  the 
Directors'  absence  abroad,  the  museum, 
with  both  art  and  dispatch,  in  its  new 
quarters,  and  to  the  Metropolitan  Mu- 
seum of  Art  for  its  help  in  lending  us 
showcases. 


CLASS  ROOMS. 

In  the  sunlit  class  rooms  the  visitor 
is  often  surprised  to  hear  the  laughter 
and  singing  of  the  girls  at  the  loom, 
while  they  weave  their  golden  webs  of 
happy  independence.  They  are  amazed 
to  hear  the  quick  click  of  the  typewriter 
swiftly  guided  by  blind  fingers  trained 
in  the  touch  system,  which  even  good 
sighted  typists  now  use  to  save  their  eyes. 
The  classes  of  reading,  writing,  music 
basketry,  stenography  or  typewriting 
from  the  phonograph,  knitting,  sewing, 
crocheting,  bead  making  are  all  interest- 
ing. There  are  also  the  music  classes, 
where  special  teaching  is  given,  often  to 
fill  some  individual  need  not  on  the  regu- 
lar curriculum. 

THE  BLIND  COOKS 

But  of  all  the  jovial  assemblages,  the 
Lighthouse  guests  are  usually  most  hap- 
pily surprised  with  a  sight  of  our  ex- 
cellent blind  cooks.  The  model  kitch- 
en and  the  white-capped  cooks,  sometimes 
jovial  blind  mammies,  with  their  shin- 
ing black  faces,  or  dainty  pink  and  white 
school  girls,  are  highly  attractive,  and 
their  food  no  less  so.  If  the  reader 
doubts  the  accuracy  of  this  statement, 
will  he  kindly  prove  it  by  dropping  in 
for  a  cup  of  tea  at  the  Lighthouse  any 
Thursday  afternoon  and  sampling  some 
of  the  cake  and  biscuits,  the  products 
of  our  class  in  Domestic  Science. 

PLAY  ROOMS. 

In  great  contrast  to  the  hard  and  effi- 
cient work  done  in  the  class  rooms,  is 
the  hard  and  gratifying  play  done  in  the 
Assembly  rooms,  the  Gymnasium  and  the 
Roof  Garden  and  Bowling  Alley  after 
work  hours.  The  Assembly  room,  be- 
sides being  a  grand  place  for  dances, 
can  also  be  made  to  seat  about  400 
people,  and  whatever  sort  of  meeting  ap- 
peals to  the  up-to-date  child,  man  or 
woman,  can  be  held  there  under  pleasant 
and  advantageous  conditions. 

WHAT    HAS    BEEN    DONE    IN    OUR  PL.\Y 
ROOMS. 

It  is  never  to  be  forgotten  that  our 
Assembly  room,  our  chief  play  room, 
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was  inaugurated  by  the  head  of  our 
nation,  the  President ;  the  Chief  Priest 
of  the  Blind,  Miss  Helen  Keller,  and  the 
Grand  Old  Man  of  the  Country,  Our 
Beloved  President  of  the  Lighthouse, 
Mr.  Choate ;  the  first  and  chief  friend  of 
the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools,  the  City 
Superintendent,  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished company  of  the  blind  and 
seeing,  worthy  of  such  leadership. 


Peixotto,  "To  the  Blind"  by  the  dis- 
tinguished tenor,  Mr.  Caruso ;  "Emo- 
tions of  a  Ladv  of  63  on  Roller  Skates," 
by  Harry  Watrous ;  "Cubes,  Cubans, 
Cubebs,"  by  Miss  Rosina  Emmett  Sher- 
wood ;  "Under  the  Daisies,"  by  Miss  Ce- 
celia Beaux  ;  "Apotheosis  of  Post-  Futur- 
ist Art,"  by  Mr.  Orlando  Rouland,  and 
many  other  notable  works  of  art.  The 
exhibit  concluded  with  an  auction  sale. 


THE  FIRST  LIGHTHOUSE  BOWLING  CLASS 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


AN  ACADEMY  OF  MISAPPLIED  ART, 

which  opened  with  its  Vanishing  Day, 
was  next  held.  This  was  a  logical  re- 
bound from  the  Exhibition  of  Futurists 
and  Cubists,  which  had  been  held  with 
such  success  in  New  York.  The  Exhi- 
bition at  the  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind 
contained  such  unforgettable  canvassers 
as  "food  descending  a  staircase,"  by 
Mr.  Francis  Newton  ;  the  "Decadence  of 
the  Arts,"  by  Mr.  Robert  V.  V.  Sewell, 
the    "Death    of    Classicism,"    by  Mr. 


in  which  distinguished  humorists,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Job  Hedges,  Mr.  Louis  Mora, 
Mr.  Gelette  Burgess.  Mr.  Leo  Mielziner 
took  part.  About  15,000  visited  the  Ex- 
hibition. The  gate  receipts  were  gratify- 
ing and  we  were  glad  to  make  through 
the  Academy  many  new  friends,  who,  for 
the  first  time,  came  in  touch  with  our 
work  for  the  blind. 

This  immortal  Academy  was  origin- 
ated by  the  inspiration  of  Mr.  Robert  V. 
y.  Sewell,  who  had  the  enthusiastic  sup- 
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port  of  Mr.  Ernest  Peixotto  and  Mr. 
Leo  Mielziner,  and  others  who  worked 
zealously.  Much  of  the  success  of  the 
enterprise,  especially  at  the  start,  was 
owing  to  the  interest  and  sympathy  of 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Hewitt  for  the  blind,  as 
well  as  with  the  Academy  of  Misapplied 
Art. 

CLUBS  AND  FESTIVITIES. 

Our  regular  curriculum  includes  the 
following  entertainments :  The  Men's 
and  Women's  Clubs,  the  meetings  of  the 
Scouts  and  Camp  Fire  Girls,  and  musi- 
cales.  Some  delightful  ones  were  given 
to  us  by  the  generosity  of  Miss  Jones. 
We  had  also  one  notably  large  ball,  when 
the  Women's  Club  invited  Mrs.  Irvin 
and  the  branch  of  the  Girls'  Friendly  So- 
ciety, of  which  she  is  the  leader,  to  spend 
an  evening  of  dance  and  fun.  The  occa- 
sion was  memorable  as  putting  the  seal 
of  friendship  finally  to  the  agreement  so 
beautifully  thought  of  by  Mrs.  Irvin,  by 
which  our  blind  girls  became  members 
of  the  New  York  Association  of  Work- 
ing Girls'  Societies,  and  recipients  of 
all  the  privileges  which  that  implies.  We 
are  deeply  grateful  to  Mrs.  Irvin,  who 
made  a  charming  little  speech  to  the  girls, 
to  whom  she  had  already  much  endeared 
lierself. 

MANY    USES   OF   OUR  "gyM." 

The  gymnasium,  beside  its  re^^ular  use 
for  physical  development,  fulfills  many 
other  happy  roles.  It  is  an  auxiliary  to 
our  restaurant,  when  its  capacity  is  over- 
taxed. Besides  the  gymnastic  classes 
and  the  Camp  Fire  Girls  and  Scouts,  it 
houses  any  stray  club  which  may  be 
crowded  out  by  other  activities  in  the 
main  assembly  room,  or  receives  an  after- 
noon tea  party  or  kaffe  klatsch  for  our 
old  blind  ladies,  who  are  too  prudent  or 
too  infirm  to  venture  out  after  dark. 

GYMNASIUM  CLASS. 

This  new  activity  has  also  aroused 
much  interest  among  the  men.  We  are 
fortunate  in  having  as  our  physical  cul- 
ture director  a  man  who  received  his 
training  at  the  Pennsylvania  Institute 
for  the  P)]ind,  and  who  has  had  exper- 


ience as  a  teacher  in  the  School  for 
the  Blind  in  Arkansas. 

BOWLING  CLUBS. 

Three  bowling  teams  of  blind  men  held 
their  enthusiastic  meetings  at  the  Light- 
house. It  was  interesting  to  see  that  the 
alley  was  made  gay  with  dif¥erent  ban- 
ners which  the  club  hung  on  the  walls, 
and  that  the  rules  besides  being  kept 
in  writing  for  the  blind  seeing  guest  were 
also  transcribed  clearly  in  Braille  and 
New  York  Point  for  the  seeing  blind. 
Although  the  sport  was  new  to  prac- 
tically all  of  our  men,  a  class  has  been 
formed  which  meets  three  nights  weekly 
and  which  has  aroused  so  much  enthu- 
siasm that  bowling  has  continued  all 
summer  and  a  prize  tournament  held. 
The  prize,  a  silver  fob,  was  won  by  a 
young  blind  piano  tuner. 

The  bowling  competitions  are  followed 
by  shower  baths  which  proved  most 
gratifying  and  beneficial  to  the  men, 
whose  physical  condition  showed  distinct 
progress,  owing  to  exercise,  fun  and  cold 
water. 

OUR  SWIMMING  POOL  IDLE  FOR  LACK  OF 
FUNDS. 

It  is  a  great  sorrow  to  us  that  lack  of 
funds  prevent  our  wards  having  the  bene- 
fit which  they  and  others  would  un- 
doubtedly derive  from  the  use  of  the 
swimming  pool  and  steam  baths.  Alas, 
we  have  not  now  sufificient  money  to 
operate  them.  The  sum  would  be  small, 
and  the  help  in  making  brighter,  stronger 
workers  great.  Our  doctor  and  oculists 
feel  that  the  use  of  the  swimming  pool 
would  be  a  powerful  factor  in  strength- 
ening the  physique  and  in  helping  to 
keep  vanishing  sight  or  in  some  cases  to 
regain  sight  for  our  people. 

THE  REST.A.URANT. 

We  never  knew  until  we  had  one  how 
essential  a  restaurant  was  for  our  Light- 
house equipment.  As  one  enthusiastic 
worker  said,  "It  just  makes  all  the  dif- 
ference." It  means  so  much  to  the  in- 
(lustrious  blind  weaver  to  get  away  from 
her  loom,  to  run  upstairs  and  find  a 
steaming  cup  of  hot  tea  or  cofifee  wait- 
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OPEN-AIR  FIRE  ESCAPE  CALLED  "THE 
SQUIRREL    CAGE"    AT    THE  NEW 
LIGHTHOUSE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


ing  with  her  luncheon.  It  gives  new 
dfe  to  the  girls  who  like  to  stay  after 
work  for  business  classes,  dancing  les- 
sons or  the  Club. 

The  same  thing  holds  good  at  the 
Bourne  Workshop,  and  when  we  have  a 
Christmas  dinner  or  a  party  we  simply 
cannot  describe  the  festivity  of  our  ban- 
quet halls.    Come  and  see 

ON  THE  FIRE  ESCAPE. 

We  know  of  nothing  in  any  way  to 
equal  or  compare  with  our  beloved  fire 
escape.  It  not  only  offers  the  necessary 
safety  in  case  of  emergency,  but  as  it 
is  large,  extending  25  feet  back  from  the 
house,  and  its  entire  width,  it  provides 
a  delightful  open  cloister,  giving  on  the 
rear  of  each  floor  an  opportunity  for  us 
to  take  our  work  and  play  out  of  doors 
and  to  feel  that  light  and  air  will  be  our 
heritage  for  all  time.  Sometimes  a  Sew- 
ing class  on  a  fine  Spring  day  moves  to 
the  fire  escape,  there  our  blind  seam- 
stresses enjoy  the  inspiriting  smell  of  the 
grass  and  flowers,  wafted  to  us  from  the 
park,  or  which  is  the  product  of  our  own 
very  modest  horticultural  efforts.  Most 
of  the  other  classes  have  the  same  fond- 
ness for  the  Squirrel  Cage  in  mild 
weather,  and  even  the  stenographers  and 
their  typing  machines  operate  gaily  in 
the  open.  And  their  wits  and  digits  seem 
to  grow  nimble  and  glad  in  the  sunshine 
and  fresh  air. 

THE   FIRE  DRILL. 

If  you  should  drop  in  casually  at  the 
Lighthouse  and  be  standing  on  a  lower 
cloister,  alias  Squirrel  Cage,  there  are 
seven  in  all,  and  heard  the  sound  of  a 
gong  you  would  congratulate  yourself 
at  having  arrived  at  the  psychological 
moment  to  see  something  interesting  and 
impressive.  A  Boat  Drill,  no !  Just  a 
Fire  Drill.  You  would  probably  see 
those  cloisters  filled  in  less  than  half  a 
minute  by  orderly  marching  blind  people, 
children,  men  and  women,  young  and  old. 
Whoever  happened  to  be  in  the  building, 
at  work  or  play,  the  moment  that  gong 
sounds,  like  any  other  well-drilled  Light- 
house Crew,  swiftly  and  in  order  make 
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for  the  fire  escape,  which  they  can  reach 
from  any  part  in  half  a  minute  and,  if 
they  wish,  be  out  of  the  building  in  an- 
other minute.  The  crew  was  drilled  by 
one  of  our  great  friends,  a  police  captain. 
Its  manoeuvres  do  him  the  highest  cred- 
it, and  we  hope  assure  absolute  safety 
in  case  of  emergency. 

SKATING  ON  THE  ROOF  GARDEN. 

But  when  all  is  said  and  done,  the  top 
of  the  Lighthouse  is  its  crown  and  glory. 
Here  we  own  all  the  sky,  and  the  breezes 
that  blow  from  the  rivers  and  the  ocean. 
We  can  romp  and  play  in  perfect  safety. 
The  children  think  that  it  is  Paradise, 
and  a  Saturday  afternoon  on  the  Roof 
Garden  at  Blind  Man's  Buff,  or  Catch  as 
Catch  Can,  is  the  best  treat  of  all  for 
the  Camp  Fire  Girls.  As  for  the  Scouts, 
a  drill  on  the  roof  or  a  spin  on  roller 
skates,  over  the  smooth  pavement,  per- 
haps a  keen  competition  in  athletics,  a 
dash  to  break  the  record  on  the  running 
course,  is  very  near  perfection.  The  air 
is  so  fresh,  and  the  feeling  of  freedom 
is  so  perfect  on  our  heights. 

THE  RESIDENT  AND  HIS  TENT. 

Must  not  be  overlooked.  He  happens 
to  be  the  Scout  Master,  and  properly  a 
fresh  air  enthusiast.  Having  secured  a 
special  dispensation,  he  pitched  his  tent 
on  the  Roof  Garden,  where  he  sleeps, 
and  where  it  stands  in  daytime  as  a  model 
of  what  a  Scout's  field  habitat  should  be. 

ENTRANCE  AND  EXIT,  TOO — ALSO  BULLE- 
TIN BOARDS. 

As  the  entrance  must  also  act  as  an 
exit,  we  may  logically  end  with  it.  On 
entering  or  leaving  the  building,  one 
must  pass  by  the  great  Show  Window, 
which  displays  excellent  carpentry  made 
by  the  blind,  including  furniture  and 
boxes,  various  cunningly  wrought  fab- 
rics, basketry,  etc.  Perhaps  more  dis- 
tinctive that  the  Show  Window,  arc  the 
Bulletin  Boards.  One  with  notices  type- 
written of  clubs,  classes  and  other  an- 
nouncements, which  guests  who  cannot 
read  with  their  fingers,  may  care  to  know 
about,  and  another  Bulletin  Board  where 


neatly  written,  for  the  ten  eyes  of  the 
blind,  in  Braille  and  New  York  Point,- 
are  the  announcements,  which  they  read 
with  eager  fingers.  Passing  the  Bulletin 
Boards  you  come  to  the  door  of  the  audi- 
torium, where  busy  makers  work  in  the 
day  time  and  on  your  right  is  the  ele- 
vator— do  take  it  and  go  through  the 
building  and  see  what  we  are  doing. 

A  LETTER  FROM  A  SELF-SUPPORTING  BLIND 
FRIEND. 

A  young  man  who  came  to  the  office  of 
the  Association  in  its  first  year,  wrote  to 
the  Secretary  at  the  time  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  building.  The  writer 
first  appeared,  saying,  "  I  am  blind,  and 
so  can  do  nothing  with  which  to  make  a 
livelihood."  How  the  Association  proved 
that  he  was  mistaken,  and  by  the  training 
which  it  was  able  to  give  him,  changed 
his  point  of  view,  is  sufficiently  indicated 
by  the  following : 

"I  wish  to  send  my  greetings  to  the 
Association  at  this  happy  epoch  in  its 
history.  There  is  a  special  pleasure  in 
being  able  to  do  this,  because  I  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Association  in  its  early 
days.  Remembering  the  busy  work  of 
the  Association  when  the  office  was  in 
vour  home,  it  is  good  to  know  that  the 
work  has  been  so  wonderfully  advanced. 
Personally  it  must  be  a  matter  of  some 
satisfaction  to  you,  and  for  the  cause  of 
the  blind  it  should  mean  great  good.  For 
myself,  you  will  be  pleased  to  know  that 
with  the  first  of  the  year  my  employer 
gave  me  a  very  generous  increase  in 
salary.  I  have  been  down  town  just 
over  five  years  and  a  half."  The  letter 
concludes  referring  to  the  opening  of 
the  Lighthouse,  "trusting  that  this  occa- 
sion, which  so  aptly  honors  the  great 
national  holiday  on  which  it  is  to  be  held 
[the  building  was  opened  on  Washing- 
ton's Birthday]  will  be  a  very  happy  one, 
and  with  sincere  wishes  for  the  con- 
tinued success  of  the  work  of  the  As- 
sociation, I  am,  etc." 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  greater 
encouragement  for  the  work  of  the  As- 
sociation, or  a  greater  justification  for  the 
erection  of  its  adequate  building,  than 
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this  letter  written  by  a  blind  friend,  who 
was  trained  and  placed  by  the  Associa- 
tion, and  has  given  entire  satisfaction  to 
his  employer  for  nearly  six  years.  The 
writer  is  now  self-supporting  and  a  gen- 
erous contributor  to  the  Association. 

WHAT  WE  DO  AT  THE  LIGHT 
HOUSE. 

THE  CENSUS  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  revising  the  census  of 
the  blind  for  the  State,  which  was  at  first 
made  possible  through  the  generosity  of 
Mr.  Felix  AI.  Warburg,  has  now  been 
completed,  with  the  able  assistance  of  the 
State  Charities  Aid  Association,  and  its 
tireless  Secretary,  Mr.  Homer  Folkes. 
Nine  thousand  and  thirty-four  cases  were 
investigated  in  this  State,  bringing  the 
number  of  cases  which  the  Association 
has  investigated  altogether,  or  been  per- 
sonally in  touch  with,  to  bevond  10,000 
cases.  The  work  of  investigation  con- 
tinues and  new  cases  are  constantly  being 
tabulated  in  our  Registry  Department. 


The  value  of  this  branch  of  our  work  is 
great ;  it  enables  us  to  act  as  a  reference 
bureau  for  all  workers  for  the  blind  in 
the  State,  as  well  as  giving  information 
to  the  relatives  of  blind  persons,  who 
not  infrequently  ask  us  for  information 
concerning  some  unfortunate  with  whom 
they  are  anxious  to  re-establish  relations. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

As  stated  in  the  first  report  of  the  As- 
sociation, its  initial  object  has  always 
been  the  prevention  of  all  possible  blind- 
ness. To  this  end,  when  it  took  the  first 
census  of  the  blind  throughout  the  State, 
it  sent  out  clinic  cards  to  hospitals  and 
doctors.  These  cards  were  returned 
to  the  Registry  Bureau  of  the  Associa- 
tion by  the  co-operation  of  physicians  in 
hospital  clinics  and  private  practice. 
These  postals  proved  extremely  useful 
in  bringing  new  cases  immediately  in 
touch  with  the  Association. 

Nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  to 
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111    EAST   59tii    street   (phone,  plaza  3370) 

Supplies  free  of  charge  information  to  people  suffering  from  eye  difficulties. 
It  also  keeps  materials,  tools,  reading  and  writing  ap])liances,  magazines 
and  games  especially  suited  to  their  use  and  gives  teaching,  free  of  cost  in 
classes,  in  the  workshop  and  in  homes,  in  industries  and  occupations  as 
well  as  in  reading,  writing,  typewriting,  etc.  An  illustrated  book  telling 
of  work  for  and  by  the  blind  can  be  had  free  of  charge  at  the  office 
which  is  open  week-days  from  9  to  6.  Guests  are  always  welcome. 

Name  of  Patient   

Address       

AGE   DIAGNOSIS: 


PHYSICIAN'S  Name 
Date   Institution   


SPECIMEN  OF  ONE  OF  .MANY  THOUSAND  CUNIC  RETURN-POSTALS  OF  WHICH  SIMILAR  ONES  WERE  SENT  OirT 
FIRST  IN  1906  HY  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 
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us  than  at  last  to  have  a  proper  plant  in 
which  to  continue  and  develop  our  initial 
efforts  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 
Our  sight-saving  service  has  now  two 
good-sized  rooms  at  its  disposal.  One 
has  been  modestly  fitted  up  to  act  alter- 
nately as  a  clinic  and  massage  room,  and 
the  other  holds  our  records,  which  give 
the  causes  of  blindness  of  about  7,000 
cases,  which  are  being  constantly  supple- 
mented with  fresh  and  fuller  data.  At 
the  clinic  a  delegate  from  the  Board  of 
Education  records  each  case  carefully 
which  is  later  listed  in  our  census. 

LIGHTHOUSE  CLINIC. 

The  blind  people  have  come  there  in 
great  numbers.  Often  their  relations 
with  the  Association  encouraged  them 
to  apply  to  it  for  advice  and  treatment, 
whereas  they  refused  to  go  to  hospitals 
or  clinics  where  they  were  strangers. 

After  investigation.  Dr.  Alger  advises 
the  blind,  who  often  live  far  away,  what 
dispensaries  or  doctors  are  available 
in  their  neighborhood,  and  the  teachers 
and  workers  of  the  Association  talk 
over  the  question  of  their  being  able  to 
find  guides  and  car  fares  to  make  regu- 
lar treatment  possible.  Further,  the  line 
of  education  or  work  most  beneficial  for 
the  patient  is  blocked  out.  The  Asso- 
ciation's doctor  is  also  present  at  these 
interviews,  so  that  when  the  blind  per- 
son has  paid  this  initial  visit  to  the  Light- 
house, he  knows  what  he  is  to  do,  and 
how  it  is  possible  for  him  to  follow  out 
the  best  advice  for  his  entire  physical, 
mental  and  moral  welfare. 

Perhaps  he  is  taken  by  a  member  of 
the  Lighthouse  Crew  to  look  at  the  Mu- 
seum. If  he  is  blind  he  can  see  it  with 
the  eyes  in  his  finger  tips.  He  feels  the 
lions  made  by  the  blind  sculptor,  tests 
the  tough  shoes  turned  out  by  the  blind 
cobbler,  and  gingerly  fingers  the  sharp 
knives  and  scissors  produced  bv  the 
French  cutler,  who  was  blind  and  self- 
supporting.  We  believe  that  no  blind 
man  can  go  through  the  Lighthouse 
finding  out  what  is  best  for  him  to  do 
without  sight  and  what  he  has  to  hope 
for  as  a  wage  earner,  without  realizing 


that  for  him,  too,  there  is  Light  through 
Work. 

The  clinic  has  been  able  to  encourage 
those  inevitably  blind,  especially  the 
young,  by  showing  them  the  work  done 
by  our  staff,  one  little  girl,  aged  6,  hope- 
lessly blind,  is  now  working  hard  to  join 
the  Lighthouse  staff  in  12  years.  This 
hope  will  doubtless  be  a  frequent  inspir- 
ation to  her  during  her  schooling,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  she  will  be  a 
more  efficient  woman  in  consequence. 

PROPER  LIGHTING. 

The  Association  has  always  been  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  problem  of  proper  il- 
lumination of  school  buildings,  and  class- 
rooms, and  the  Sight  Saving  service  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  having  the  president 
of  the  Edison  Illuminating  Company  as 
a  member  of  its  Committee. 

Through  a  member  of  the  Committee 
one  of  the  largest  theatres  in  the  city 
agreed  to  have  the  entire  building  re-lit 
with  regard  to  the  comfort  of  the  audi- 
ence, and  in  order  to  avoid  the  eye  strain 
which  the  unshaded  and  glaring  light  was 
causing  to  hundreds  of  people  every 
night. 

The  Lighthouse  itself  is  inexpensively 
lit  with  a  view  to  saving  the  eyes.  Sug- 
gestions for  sane  lighting  can  always  be 
received  at  the  Information  Bureau  or 
special  information  given  through  the 
Committee. 

SIGIIT-SAVING  EXHIBIT. 

The  exhibit  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  and  sight  saving,  so  generously 
promised  bv  Mr.  Arthur  Williams,  is  in 
process  of  completion.  Pictures  and 
models  given  by  him  to  the  Association 
show  safety  devices  and  give  suggestions 
as  to  the  nature  of  part  of  the  exhibit, 
which  will  be  installed  in  our  Museum. 
(See  illustration,  page  g) 

Mr.  Williams  is  also  President  of  the 
Museum  of  Safety  Devices,  and  natural- 
ly is  particularly  interested  in  our  efforts 
to  prevent  industrial  accidents  which 
produce  loss  of  sight.  In  co-operation 
with  corporations  and  law-makers  the 
Association  hopes  to  do  much  in  this  line. 
The  Steel  Corporation  is  already  helping. 
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as  the  illustration  showing  one  of  its  em- 
ployees whose  eyes  were  saved  by  pro- 
tecting glasses  indicates. 


THIS  WORKMAN'S  EYE  HAS  BEEN 
SAVED  BY  PROTECTING  GLASSES. 
PHOTOGRAPH  PRESENTED  BY  THE 
STEEL  CORPORATION,  THROUGH 
THE  COURTESY  OF  MR.  ARTHUR 
WILLIAMS. 
From  the  exhibit  of 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
PREVENTING  BLINDNESS. 

The  Association,  through  its  original 
efforts  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness, especially  infantile  ophthalmia,  has 
already  been  instrumental  in  securing 
necessary  laws  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness,  we  shall  continue  our  work 
toward  this  end. 

A  vast  deal  of  effort  has  been  wasted 
in  trying  to  persuade  both  employers  and 
workmen  to  exercise  ordinary  caution. 

But  a  new  factor  has  been  injected  into 
the  problem  which  bids  fair  to  accom- 
plish great  results.  Under  the  new 
"Workmen's  Compensation  and  Compul- 
sory Insurance"  laws  the  employer  can- 
not afford  to  have  accidents  happen,  be- 
cause he  has  to  pay  for  them,  while  the 
workman  cannot  afford  to  neglect  pre- 
cautions because  if  he  does  he  loses  his 
insurance  rights.  Under  these  laws  the 
employers  in  their  own  interest  must  not 
only  provide  but  insist  on  the  use  of  all 


possible  safety  devices,  and  we  may  con- 
fidently expect  a  great  reduction  in  trade 
accidents  and  diseases. 

OUR  ASSOCIATION  GIVES  ITS  MITE  TO 
FIGHT  TRACHOMA. 

"Especially  gratifying  was  the  contri- 
bution of  $100  from  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind.  So  compara- 
tively large  a  sum  from  its  not-too-well 
filled  treasury  was  a  convincing  indorse- 
ment from  those  who  know  the  sad  facts, 
of  the  practical  value  of  the  plan.  Such 
broad-minded  charity  is  not  common 
among  managers  of  institutions  of  this 
character,  whose  resources,  nearly  always 
limited,  are  generally  devoted  exclusively 
to  the  benefit  of  their  own  inmates.  An 
association  so  conducted  which  ministers 
to  the  most  helpless  among  us  deserves 
the  heartiest  public  support,  and  the 
Globe  trusts  that  its  readers,  when  they 
make  up  their  list  of  contributions,  will 
not  soon  forget  The  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind."  (From  a  Globe  edi- 
torial.) 

SIGHT-SAVING  SERVICE  FOR  CHILDREN. 

Three  blind  school  boys  came  to  the 
Lighthouse.  Today,  thanks  to  our  ocu- 
list and  our  teachers,  their  sight  has 
been  restored  and  they  are  among  the 
brightest  and  most  industrious  boys  in 
the  public  schools,  and  love  to  come  to 
the  Lighthouse  to  skate  and  romp. 

BLINDING  WOOD  ALCOHOL. 

A  bright  young  Italian  woman  re- 
turned one  night  to  her  cheerful  home 
from  a  funeral.  She  was  chilled  and  ill, 
and  her  husband  gave  her  some  brandy 
and  eggs.  The  next  morning  she  woke 
totallv  blind.  WOOD  ALCOHOL 
WAS  RESPONSIBLE.  Shortly  after 
this  calamity  the  husband  died.  A  for- 
eigner, friendless  and  poor,  the  newly 
blind  young  woman  drifted  hopelessly. 
There  was  no  one  to  help.  Her  position 
was  desperate.  She  came  to  the  Light- 
house. Her  days  of  fear  and  darkness  are 
over,  and  with  her  mind's  eye  she  knows 
the  horizon  of  hope,  usefulness  and  self- 
help,  which,  under  the  guardianship  of 
the  Lighthouse,  is  still  open  to  her. 
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MORE  CLINIC  CALLERS 

A  very  ancient  and  feeble  old  lady 
brought  her  blind  husband  to  the  clinic. 
As  her  own  sight  was  extremely  dim, 
she  wished  us  to  fit  her  with  glasses, 
so  that  she  might  better  be  the  necessary 
eyes  for  her  husband.  In  her  case  re- 
lief was  quickly  given.  A  deft  adjust- 
ment of  glasses  did  the  magic  and  she 
went  forth,  her  husband  on  her  arm,  rad- 


was  having  the  necessary  treatment,  but 
we  helped  to  strengthen  his  fine  spirit 
and  showed  him  how  much  he  could  do 
and  enjoy  in  blindness.  Our  visitor  was 
an  author  and  a  dramatist,  as  well  as  a 
violinist,  and  he  was  greatly  gratified  to 
find  that  at  the  Lighthouse  he  could  learn 
typewriting,  reading  and  writing,  as  well 
as  the  reading  and  writing  of  music, 
and  he  could  be  well  equipped  to  cope 


TWO  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOYS  WHO  HAVE  RECOVERED  THEIR  SIGHT  AT 
THE  LIGHTHOUSE  AND  LEFT  THE  BLIND  CLASSES  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  TO  GO  WITH  THE  SEEING.    ON  THE  RIGHT  IS  THE 
BLIND  TEACHER  WHO  HAS  BEEN  THEIR  INSTRUCTOR 
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From  photograph  presented  by  Dr.  Arnold  Genthe 


iant  and  full  of  gratitude  to  the  Light- 
house folk.  At  the  same  clinic  a  Hebrew- 
friend  reported  a  poor  Jewish  woman 
in  abject  poverty,  totally  dependent  and 
helpless,  and  nearly  blind.  It  was  an 
emergency  case  for  which  we  were  able 
to  furnish  prompt  relief.  A  distinguished- 
looking  old  German  gentleman,  making 
an  appointment  beforehand,  called  at  the 
Lighthouse.  Lie  had  recently  undergone 
an  operation  for  Trachoma,  but  was  fast 
losing  his  sight.  We  were  powerless  to 
do  anything  for  his  eyes,  for  which  he 


with  his  blindness  by  the  time  that  the 
curtain  fell  for  him  on  the  light. 

The  realization  of  the  opportunities  in 
blindness  which  we  are  able  to  ofifer  to 
intelligent,  eager  people  like  this,  is  one 
of  the  great  joys  of  the  slaves  of  the 
Lamp. 

SIGHT  SAVING  BUREAU. 

We  are  glad  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  close  cooperation  with  the 
American  Medical  Association,  which 
has  been  conducting  an  active  campaign 
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of  propaganda  throughout  America. 
This  enables  us  to  make  use  of  its 
unique  collection  of  material  relating  to 
sight-saving. 

From  this  department  of  the  Associa- 
tion literature,  informatoin  and  lecturers 
may  be  obtained  on  the  prevention  of 
blindness  and  the  conservation  of  vision. 
Our  lecturers  will  gladly  give  technical 
or  popular  talks,  with  interesting  charts, 
pictures  or  lantern  slides. 

A  SPECIAL  NEED  OF  SIGHT  SAVING  SERVICE. 

Our  committee  needs  a  small  fund  to 
expend  for  such  items  as  medicine,  eye- 
glasses and  glass  eyes.  There  are  chil- 
dren who  ought  to  have  glasses  at  once, 
which  their  parents  are  unable  or  unwill- 
ing to  provide.  Such  children  are  often 
handicapped  for  weeks  in  their  school 
work  or  must  be  referred  to  one  of  the 
organized  charities.  As  one  of  the 
teachers  put  it,  "it  seems  hardly  worth 
while  to  subject  the  family  to  the  delay 
and  humiliation  of  the  official  investiga- 
tion for  the  sake  of  a  dollar  or  two." 
Our  adult  blind  are  sometimes  unsightly, 
but  many  of  them  go  about  with  red  and 
empty  sockets  because  they  cannot  afiford 
an  artificial  eye,  or  suf¥er  for  lack  of  the 
protection  of  glass  eyes  constant  discom- 
fort. These  things  are  all  relatively  in- 
expensive and  we  promise  to  expend  such 
a  fund  wisely. 

We  want  a  model  clinic — of  course 
this  dream  will  come  true,  as  our  others 
have — but  blessed  will  be  the  man  or 
woman  who  hastens  its  coming. 

For  further  particulars  of  Sight  Serv- 
ing Service  see  Report  of  Chairman  of 
that  Committee  in  this  Report. 

VANITY. 

Before  leaving  the  clinic  it  seems  legi- 
timate that  we  should  comment  on  the 
weak  side  of  some  of  our  visitors.  Van- 
ity is  not  absent  from  the  blind.  It  is 
just  as  strong  a  weakness  as  that  of  their 
seeing  fellows.  We  have  seekers  after 
light,  who,  though  totally  without  si'^ht, 
are  in  quest  of  becoming  glass  eyes.  One 
lady,  of  a  coquettish  disposition,  was  dis- 
satisfied with  the  innocent  shade  of  blue 
orbs  which  the  shopkeeper  had  persuaded 


her  to  purchase.  Another  blind  gentle- 
man, though  gratified  by  his  appearance 
otherwise,  consulted  us  confidentially — 
as  to  the  advisability  of  an  operation  on 
his  ears,  which,  though  sound,  seemed  to 
him  too  large  and  too  obtrusive  to  be 
acceptable  for  the  masculine  ideal.  These 
phases  of  our  service  have  also  their  en- 
livening qualities. 

THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF 
BLINDNESS. 

A  special  Committee  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness  of  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  of  which  Miss 
Louisa  Schuyler  is  the  Chairman,  was 
organized  at  our  suggestion  by  her.  It 
had  its  first  office  at  the  Association,  its 
birthplace,  where  the  initial  efforts  for 
the  prevention  of  blindness  were  started. 
The  available  space  allotted  to  the  Com- 
mittee proved  wholly  inadequate.  It 
was  therefore  removed  later  to  the 
United  Charities  building,  where  it  still 
is.  After  five  years  of  activity,  it  is 
now  felt  that  the  Committee  is  en- 
titled to  an  independent  existence,  and 
that  its  career  can  be  just  as  useful  to 
the  Association  and  its  co-operation  just 
as  close,  if  it  is  freed  in  name  from  the 
parent  organization.  In  bidding  its  god- 
speed, the  Association  has  agreed  to 
be  represented  on  the  independent 
Committee,  and  hopes  to  have  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  as  a  member 
of  our  organization.  It  is  granted  the  use 
of  our  name — "Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness"  to  the  Committee — 
and  feels  that  its  work,  which  will  inevit- 
ably have  much  to  to  with  legislation  and 
publication,  will  not  conflict  in  any  way, 
but  merely  supplement  the  work  of  our 
Organization's  Sight-.Saving  Department. 
The  report  of  the  Special  Committee, 
is  still  made  to  the  Association.  It 
seems  only  proper  that  the  Association, 
in  announcing  the  independent  fu- 
ture of  the  Committee,  should  express  its 
high  appreciation  of  the  energy,  skill  and 
devotion  with  which  Miss  Schuyler  has 
adopted  and  developed  our  ideas  and  to 
wish  her  and  the  Committee  a  long  and 
prosperous  career. 


Seventh  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  BHnd  23 


EDUCATION. 

WHAT  WE  DO  FOR  GIRLS. 

The  blind  children  seem  to  consider 
the  Lighthouse  as  their  own  and  especial 
play  house,  and  we  are  very  glad  that 
they  do.  The  splendid  co-operation  which 
the  Association  has  always  had  from  the 
Board  of  Education,  has  made  us  help 


joiced  greatly  in  the  summer  classes, 
which  we  had  for  them,  and  which  filled 
what  might  otherwise  have  been  dreary, 
warm  and  uneventful  hours  in  their 
homes,  with  interesting  activity  under 
wholesome  conditions.  The  girls  studied 
in  the  summer  classes  sewing,  cooking, 
general  housework,  basket  making,  bead 


LIGHTHOUSE   GIRLS    IN    THE    SUNLIGHT    WEAVING    GOLDEN    WEBS  OF 

INDEPENDENCE 
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Photograph  presented  by  Dr.  Arnold  Genthc 


the  Public  School  children  in  any  way 
which  seemed  desirable  to  their  teachers 
in  the  schools.  Dr.  Maxwell's  tribute  to 
the  Association's  part  in  helping  to  place 
the  blind  children  in  the  Public  Schools 
can  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  report. 
We  teach  the  girls  who  come  to  us  music, 
musical  notation,  domestic  science,  and 
whatever  else  they  require  to  supplement 
the  school  curriculum.  Sixteen  girls, 
most  of  them  Public  School  children,  re- 


work, Braille,  musical  notation  and  pi- 
ano. They  were  very  regular  in  their 
attendance  and  glad  if  they  could  stay 
beyond  the  allotted  time. 

MAKING  BLIND  GIRLS  COUNT. 

The  teaching  given  these  eager  young 
girls  proved  a  blessing  to  them  and  their 
parents,  and  helped  them  to  become  more 
important  members  of  the  family  on  ac- 
count of  their  increased  helpfulness  to 
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the  household.  The  blind  child  is  apt  to 
be  unappreciated  until  it  is  taught  self- 
help.  A  girl  who  can  help  with  the  fam- 
ily wash  or  mending  is  an  asset.  One 
who  can  cook  and  wash  up  the  dishes 
and  then  sit  down  and  make  music  for 
the  family  is  a  veritable  blessing  in  the 
modest  homes  from  which  our  blind  girls 
are  usually  recruited.  But  there  is  still 
a  more  significant  side  to  her  education. 

SAVED  TO  HELP  HER  FELLOWS. 

A  young  woman  totally  blind  and  re- 
cently escaped  from  a  tragic  life  came  to 
us.  Thanks  to  the  Lighthouse,  today  she 
has  sufficient  sight  to  be  independent  and 
through  the  training  she  has  received 
she  is  entirely  self-supporting.  She  is 
not  only  herself  an  example  of  what  the 
efficient  blind  can  achieve,  but  is  an  earn- 
est seeker  for  Light  Through  Work  for 
the  less  fortunate  blind  than  herself. 

It  is  evident  that  at  times  education  is 
the  only  means  to  save  the  blind  girl 
from  persecution  and  a  life  of  unspeak- 
able misery. 

CAMP  FIRE  GIRLS. 

If  you  want  to  see  our  blind  girls  in 
all  their  glory,  happen  at  the  Lighthouse 
when  there  is  a  ceremonial  Camp  Fire 
meeting.  With  their  hair  plaited  in  squaw 
fashion,  hanging  down  either  side  of  their 
faces,  and  tied  with  colored  ribbons,  the 
girls'  simple  dresses  are  further  adorned 
by  the  rows  of  beads  which  thev  have 
strun-T  themselves,  some  of  which  are 
trophies  achieved  for  efficiency  at  the 
Camp  Fire.  Perhaps  they  will  sing  you 
a  song  of  welcome,  a  very  pretty  melody 
this,  with  its  soft  Indian  cadences,  well 
executed,  thanks  to  the  good  training  of 
the  Guardian  of  the  Fire.  Or  better 
still,  you  may  find  them  rehearsing  for  a 
play  to  be  a  surprise  for  some  grown-ups. 

CAMP  FIRES  IN  THE  COUNTRY. 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  Camp 
Fire  Girls  represent  the  feminine  proto- 
type of  the  Boy  Scout.  The  organization 
has  the  same  noble  plan  to  turn  young, 
sometimes  destructive,  energies  into  hap- 
py useful  outlets.  A  disconsolate  blind 
child  once  initiated  and  part  of  a  Camp 


Fire  Group  quickly  glows  with  the  genial 
warmth  of  her  fire  side  comrades,  and  in 
a  short  time  becomes  a  lively  and  inter- 
ested young  Indian.  The  final  seal  of 
the  transformation  of  some  of  our  list- 
less, unresponsive  children  was  when  the 
Camp  Fire  Girls  for  one  week  were  in 
possession  of  the  River  Lighthouse. 
There  were  20  blind  girls  and  9  seeing, 
or  partially  seeing  girls,  to  act  as  their 
guides.  They  roamed  the  woods  and 
climbed  the  hills  until  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood echoed  with  their  laughter.  The 
neighboring  ice  cream  merchant  offered 
them  all  a  treat,  really  to  gratify  his  sel- 
fish pleasure  in  having  such  merry  things 
about,  as  well  as  to  obey  the  dictates 
of  his  own  generous  heart.  One  of  the 
girls  writes  to  her  sister,  whom  she  has 
left  behind  in  the  hot  city : 

A  LETTER  FROM  THE  RIVER  LIGHT. 

"Dearest :  We  are  living  like  queens. 
I  love  this  place.  We  have  three  meals 
a  day,  and  fresh  milk  from  the  cows, 
15  glasses  a  day.  This  place  is  about 
20  miles  long,  and  full  of  trees  (so  much 
for  youthful  enthusiasm ;  the  place  is 
actually  8  acres,  all  told).  Oh,  this  is 
grand.  Regards  to  Thadie  and  Schloimel. 
\Y e  have  to  walk  a  great  distance  to  mail 
these  postals.  With  a  great  deal  of  love, 
your  happiest." 

Our  Camp  Fire  Girls  have  been  the 
guests  of  sighted  branches  of  the  same 
organization,  where  they  have  had  as 
good  a  time  as  they  have  given  to  the 
other  children,  who  always  seem  to  de- 
light particularly  in  the  pleasant  patron- 
izing attitude  with  which  they  first  greet 
the  blind  child,  but  of  which  the  blind 
child  speedily  divests  them.  Besides  the 
regular  exercises  and  drill  which  belong 
to  the  proceedings  of  all  Camp  Fire  Pow 
Wows,  our  girls  take  great  satisfaction 
in  games  and  dancing  at  their  meetings. 
They  are  also  vigorous  and  skilful  roller 
skaters,  but  the  only  way  to  appreciate 
them  is  to  come  and  see  them  in  full 
swing,  won't  you? 

WHAT  WE  DO  FOR  BOYS. 

Our  blind  boys  also  receive  whatever 
supplementary  teaching  they  need  outside 
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of  school,  which  includes  perhaps  special 
courses  in  music,  shorthand  or  Braille 
Music,  reading  and  writing-.  Our  sum- 
mer class  this  year  again  proved  a  great 
boon  to  the  boys.  Twenty-three  of  them 
came  very  regularly  and  made  remark- 
ably good  progress.  They  appeared 
punctually  every  morning  in  the  week, 
excepting  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  each 
of  them  delighted  in  half  an  hour's 
shower  bath.  They  were  taught  basket 
making,  hammock  weaving,  chair  caning, 
rush  seating,  sloyd,  Braille,  musical  nota- 
tion, piano  and  violin. 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SCOUTS  AS  HELPERS  TO 
THE  SEEING. 

We  have  now  25  Scouts,  and  save  for 
an  interval  of  a  few  weeks  in  the  sum- 
mer, the  troupe  has  met  regularly  on 
Saturday  mornings,  and  made  very  sat- 
isfactory progress  in  its  work.  We  have 
only  a  few  tenderfeet  left,  and  our 
blind  Lantern  Bearers  are  conquering  all 
the  difficult  stages  of  scoutship.  Before 
long  we  hope,  not  only  to  be  able  to  tie 
and  untie  the  most  difficult  knots  in  life, 
and  to  do  the  bravest  and  most  helpful 
deeds,  but  to  have  our  Blind  Scouts  a 
"crack  regiment,"  and  light-giving  force 
for  the  blind  and  the  blind  seeing  public. 
The  boys'  daily  helpful  acts,  called  for 
by  Scout  law,  are,  as  there  are  fortun- 
ately so  few  blind  people  in  proportion 
to  the  seeing,  usually  performed  for 
seeing  folk,  hence  the  seeing  are  con- 
stantly being  put  under  obligation  for  the 
kind  service  of  the  blind  bo3's  and  also 
the  girls. 

THE  SCOUTS  IN  THE  OPEN. 

The  boys  spent  a  happy  vacation  at 
the  River  Light,  where  they  were  in 
camp,  and  from  where  they  made  several 
long  marches  in  the  country.  The  troupe 
made  a  number  of  hikes  also  to  places 
of  interest  in  and  about  the  city.  The 
boys  are  under  the  competent  leadership 
of  their  Scout  Master,  himself  a  grad- 
uate of  a  blind  school.  They  are  turn- 
ing into  spry,  well-drilled  soldiers,  and 
they  are  beginning  to  show  distinct 
prowess  in  atliletics.    Perhaps  their  skat- 


ing is  more  reckless,  if  less  graceful,  than 
the  Camp  Fire  Girls. 

BLIND    BOY    WINS   RUNNING    RACE  FROM 
SEEING  BOYS. 

One  of  our  Scouts,  a  long  thin  lad, 
built  in  the  greyhound  pattern,  to  his  own 
satisfaction  and  our  great  pride,  after 
months  of  mad  rushing  around  the  run- 
ning course  on  the  Roof  Garden,  carried 
off,  in  competition  with  seeing  opponents, 
in  the  Public  Schools,  the  silver  medal 
for  fast  running.  Perhaps  the  bravest 
athletic  feat  that  a  blind  boy  can  achieve 
is  running  full  tilt  to  a  goal  which  he  has 
to  see  by  faith.  His  success  was  further 
due  to  his  great  perseverance  in  training 
on  the  running  track  of  our  Roof  Gar- 
den, justifying  in  full  the  wisdom  of  our 
constructing  this  course,  which  many  of 
our  friends  laughed  at  as  a  harmless  but 
foolish  and  absurd  idea  on  our  part. 

"foolish''  IDEAS  JUSTIFIED. 

It  is  amusing  for  the  Lighthouse  Keep- 
ers to  look  back  and  see  how  the  justi- 
fication of  the  pleasure  and  benefiit  which 
its  racecourse  has  produced  is  on  a  par 
with  the  gradual  proving  of  almost  every 
other  step  in  Lighthouse  keeping  and 
building  from  the  beginning.  The  res- 
taurant should  be  an  economy  from  a 
business  point  of  view,  because  hot  meals 
which  they  can  afford,  under  proper  con- 
ditions, gives  better  work  people,  and 
consequently  better  work.  The  bowl- 
ing alley  has  helped  to  give  us  stronger, 
better,  cleaner  men  for  workmen,  and  the 
sprays  have  helped  also.  Our  last  re- 
maining foolishness  in  the  building  is 
still  untried,  but  the  need  for  it  is  every 
day  increasingly  demonstrated.  As  we 
have  said,  we  need  our  swimming  pool 
in  order  to  make  our  Camp  Fire  Girls 
and  our  Scouts  as  strong  as  possible,  and 
the  same  is  true  of  our  grownup  work- 
ers. The  doctors  keep  emphasizing  this 
truth  to  us.  and  all  our  collaborators  keep 
begging  for  the  swimming  pool.  Of 
course  the  baths,  hot  or  cold,  are  a  com- 
plementary foolishness  of  the  swimming 
pool,  and  when  \\e  have  the  money  to 
run  them  our  plant  will  be  complete  and 


Seventh  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  BHnd  27 


give  the  opportunities  which  we  have 
sought,  for  physical  well  being,  as  well 
as  for  the  employment  of  our  blind  mas- 
seurs.   But,  who  will  give  us  the  money  ? 

CLASSES  IN  MUSIC. 

In  the  fall  of  1911,  the  Association 
started  classes  in  music  for  blind  chil- 
dren who  attended  Public  Schools  where 
music  is  not  included  in  the  course  of 
study.  Pupils  come  to  the  Lighthouse  for 
lessons  after  school  hours,  or  on  Satur- 
days, and  receive  instruction  in  Braille 
musical  notation,  piano  and  violin,  under 
the  direction  of  blind  teachers.  One  of  our 
youthful  blind  friends,  who  is  also  deaf, 
has  had  the  great  desire  to  learn  the  cor- 
net— the  one  instrument  the  sound  of 
which  he  can  detect.  This  has  been  ar- 
ranged for,  and  he  is  now  listed  amone; 
our  happy  pupils. 

THE  SEARCHLIGHT. 

We  must  not  leave  our  juvenile  de- 
partment without  speaking  of  the  "Search- 
light," which,  as  far  as  we  know,  was 
the  pioneer  children's  magazine  printed 
for  them  in  raised  type.  We  were  very 
fortunate  in  our  editor,  and  Mrs.  Rem- 
sen,  who  is  indefatigable  in  her  efforts  to 
increase  the  usefulness  of  our  publication. 
NTew  readers,  blind  boys  and  girls  from 
all  over  the  country,  make  application  tD 
the  magazine,  and  letter  carefully  prick- 
ed out  by  childish  Braillists  or  New  York 
Pointers  come  to  the  Editor  with  sug- 
gestions and  compliments. 

The  Lighthouse  Keeper  was  much 
pleased  to  receive  at  Christmas  time  a 
carefully  wrapped  parcel,  which  proved 
to  contain  a  collection  of  Braille  letters, 
each  one  tied  with  a  bit  of  holly,  from 
blind  readers  of  the  "Searchlight"  in 
New  Jersey.  Of  course  the  children  had 
all  written  their  greetings  in  Braille 
themselves,  and  expressed  themselves  as 
most  highly  satisfied  readers  of  the 
"Searchlight." 

SEARCHLIGHT  PARTIES. 

The  Committee  of  the  "Searchlight," 
which  originally  interested  itself  in  the 
blind  children  and  their  magazine,  has 


held  several  highly  successful  parties  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  we  are  deeply  indebted 
to  Miss  Thomas  for  her  efficient  inspira- 
tion, which  did  so  much  to  make  them 
happy.  We  are  further  grateful  to  her 
lor  having  entertained  the  Camp  Fire 
(jirls  on  a  never-to-be-forgotten  da}'  in 
Morristown.    One  of  her  guests  writes: 

"Miss  Thomas  gave  us  such  a  wonder- 
ful day.  I  want  you  to  know  how  happy 
your  Camp  Fire  Girls  are  tonight. 

"She  met  us  with  stages,  gave  us  an 
hour's  ride  in  the  country,  had  a  wonder- 
ful luncheon,  and  sent  us  home  with 
roses,  peaches  and  a  box  of  candv.  The 
children  were  'too  full  for  utterance.'  " 

WHAT  WE  DO  FOR  WOMEN. 

It  was  a  pioneer  work  in  the  State 
to  attempt  to  bring  blind  women  daily 
to  work,  and  to  help  them  to  earn  their 
own  bread  and  butter.  The  practicability 
of  this  plan  was  sorely  doubted,  even 
by  some  of  the  Lighthouse  Workers.  It 
is,  therefore,  doubly  gratifying  that  we 
have  now  many  classes  for  women,  and 
that  they  are  well  and  eagerly  attended. 
They  include : 

W  EAVING  AND  BASKET  CLASSES,  ETC. 

The  Weaving  Class  includes  pupils, 
as  well  as  efficient  weavers,  who,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  regular  salary,  receive  a 
bonus  for  their  work. 

The  Basket  Class  is  run  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  Weaving  Class.  We 
have  had  some  results  in  Pottery  and 
Bead  Work,  Knitting,  Crocheting,  and 
there  are  three  Cooking  Classes,  three 
Sewing  Classes,  Classes  in  Domestic 
Science,  Gymnastics,  Business,  Dancing, 
Music,  Typewriting,  Stenography  and 
Typewriting  from  the  Phonograph.  An 
interesting  departure  has  been  Classes  for 
the  Daily  Workers  after  work  hours. 
These  arose  from  the  demand  of  our 
Weavers  and  Basket  Workers  to  learn 
tvpewriting,  so  that  we  complied  with 
their  request,  and  they  are  making  good 
progress  as  typists. 

dancing  cl.\sses. 
When  this  work  is  over,  they  take  a 
comfortable  supper  in  the  Restaurant  and 
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perhaps  a  run  on  the  Roof  Garden  and 
wind  up  what  is  for  them  a  red  letter 
day,  by  the  Women's  Dancing  Class,  or 
the  Women's  Club.  Xine  of  these  en- 
thusiasts are  already  following  this  pro- 
grainme,  and  we  hear  of  many  more  re- 
cruits who  are  about  to  appear. 

OXE   WHO  WAS  SAVED. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  continuous 
service  which  the  Lighthouse  is  not  in- 
frequently called  upon  to  perform,  the 
history  of  a  much-beloved  pupil  is  sight- 
ed. Young  and  pretty,  with  failing  vis- 
ion, she  came  to  us  to  learn  how  to  be 
blind  before  the  darkness  closed  in  about 
her.  We  taught  her  what  we  could,  and 
her  deft  fingers  soon  showed  her  the 
way  for  self-support.  When  she  was 
thus  equipped  to  find  Light  through  Work 
she  became  totally  blind.  It  was  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  reconcile  her  to  the  inevit- 
able loss  of  the  little  vision,  which  had 
meant  so  much  to  her,  but  her  blind  co- 
workers, in  their  brave  disregard  of  their 
handicap,  gradually  taught  her  to  find 
herself  in  blindness,  and  she  had  just  be- 
come reconciled  and  braved  herself  to 
make  the  best  of  it,  when  she  became  ser- 
iously ill.  It  devolved  upon  the  Light- 
house to  mother  her  through  a  period 
of  great  storm  and  stress,  which  involved 
a  serious  operation,  and  a  long  recovery 
at  the  hospital.  During  all  this  time,  to 
her  unfailing  pleasure,  a  watchful  fam- 
ily was  supplied  in  the  Lighthouse  folk. 
During  her  long  convalescence,  the  blind 
girl  was  placed  by  the  Association  in 
the  country,  where  she  recovered  better 
health  and  better  spirits  than  she  had 
ever  had  before.  She  is  now  one  of  the 
brightest  and  most  efficient  Lights  in 
the  Lighthouse,  but  it  took  years  of 
careful  watching  and  training  to  keep 
her  from  a  traeic  end  of  her  young  life. 

The  girls  in  the  Workroom  are  intense- 
ly proud  of  their  Liotithguse  Radges, 
which  mean  a  certain  term  of  service, 
and  a  certain  stand  as  Worker. 

"made  by  the   blind"  SOME  THANKS. 

The  Association  is  glad  to  accept  and 
to  sell  any  good  work  made  by  the  blind. 


Often  its  pupils  graduate  from  the  Light- 
house and  send  in  their  products  to  the 
salesroom.  Sometimes  they  find  their 
own  market.  One  of  our  ex-pupils  writes 
to  us: 

"I  want  to  send  brightest  greetings 
for  a  prosperous  and  peaceful  New  Year 
to  each  one.  I  have  so  much  to  be  grate- 
ful for  that  I  do  not  know  where  to 
begin. 

"I  enjoyed  the  Christmas  party,  and 
thank  you  for  the  pretty  work  basket, 
which  I  shall  find  very  useful  to  me.  I 
have  been  very  successful  in  selling  my 
work  this  year,  and  I  want  to  thank  you 
most  sincerely  for  the  opportunity  you 
give  me  to  learn  to  do  the  fancy  work. 
I  appreciate  the  orders  you  give  me  to 
fill,  and  I  am  sure  they  were  a  great 
help  to  me. 

"I  thank  you  for  the  happy  hours  we 
have  spent  at  the  Lighthouse  and  the 
brightness  you  bring  in  our  pathway." 

We  are  very  much  gratified  that  the 
products  of  our  looms  are  so  unique  and 
beautiful,  that  we  find  no  difficulty  in  dis- 
posing of  our  wares.  We  have  even 
orders  from  Arts  and  Craft  shops  in  the 
West,  which  are  eager  for  our  work. 
Nevertheless,  visitors  and  buyers  to  the 
Sales  Room  are  much  needed,  and  we 
have  always  plenty  of  our  wares  to  dis- 
pose of. 

WHAT  WE  DO  FOR  MEN. 

The  men  have  classes  in  Basketry, 
Chair  Caning,  Typewriting,  Typewrit- 
ing from  the  Phonograph,  Reading, 
Writing  and  IMusical  Notation,  Short- 
hand, and  we  have  even  been  called  upon 
for  English  and  French  lessons,  the  for- 
mer by  a  foreigner  who  did  not  know 
our  language,  and  the  latter  bv  an  enter- 
prising blind  man  about  to  make  a  trip 
in  the  great  world,  where  he  thought  that 
French  would  be  an  asset. 

TUXIXG  CLASS. 

Our  Lighthouse  is  so  crowded  with 
busy  workers  that  it  has  been  an  ex- 
tremely diffictilt  problem  for  us  to  know 
how  to  house  our  activities,  and  it  was 
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most  gratifying  that  owing  to  the  inter- 
est and  co-operation  of  Mr.  David 
Mannes,  Director  of  the  New  York 
Music  School  Settlement  we  were  offered 
place  in  that  unique  and  interesting  build- 
ing, where  a  class  of  seven  people  was  in- 
structed for  seven  weeks  by  a  teacher 
in  piano  tuning.  During  this  period 
the  classes  were  held  on  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings,  and 
not  a  single  member  was  late.  There 
were  a  few  absences,  owing  to  the 
failure  of  guides  on  whom  some  of 
the  pupils  were  dependent.  The  prog- 
ress made  by  the  Tuners  was  admir- 
able, so  that  in  the  fall,  I\Ir.  Mannes 
again  ofifered  to  continue  it.  The  Asso- 
ciation was  given  a  room  and  a  piano 
for  its  purposes,  and  in  October.  14  blind 
pupils  in  tuning  started  with  high  hopes 
and  much  enthusiasm.  This  departure 
is  for  two  reasons  a  deep  satisfaction  to 
the  Association.  It  has  always  felt  the 
need  of  a  thorough  course  of  piano  tun- 
ing, both  for  the  adult  blind,  who  take 
up  the  work  after  the  school  age,  and  to 
supplement  the  training  and  tuning  which 
has  been  given  at  times  before  applica- 
tion is  made  at  the  Lighthouse. 

OUR  TUNERS  USED  BY  BOARD  OF 
EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  gave  a  signal 
opening  to  our  people  in  the  privilege  of 
tuning  the  pianos  in  the  schools.  Our  ex- 
pert tuners  had  given  satisfaction  by  their 
work,  but  there  were  many  so  inade- 
quately trained  that  we  could  not  recom- 
mend them.  We  hope  before  the  year 
is  out,  that  we  will  have  many  more  com- 
petent workmen  in  this  remunerative 
branch. 

FIVE  TUNERS   PLACED  IN  F.'N.CTORIES. 

In  three  weeks  the  Association  had  the 
great  pleasure  of  placing  five  blind  tun- 
ers in  factory  positions,  and  would  have 
placed  more  had  there  been  competent 
men  to  recommend.  The  opening  in  this 
field,  if  properly  followed,  is  a  very  great 
one. 


FRIVOLOUS  ECHOES  FROM  THE  CLASS  FOR 
TEACHING  OF  TUNING. 

You  would  naturally  suppose  that  in 
>uch  a  prosaic  place  as  a  tuning  depart- 
ment there  would  never  be  a  speck  of 
anything  like  humor  or  romance.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  'Tn  the  mud  and 
scum  of  things.  Something  always,  al- 
ways sings."  Thus  it  happens  that  opera- 
tions are  temporarily  suspended  occa- 
sionally, because  of  some  jocular  remark 
or  some  ludicrous  mistake  made  by  a 
hapless  member  of  the  class. 

We  learn  from  our  blind  teachers' 
note-book  that  there  are  some  of  the  pu- 
pils at  least  on  whom  the  accusation  can 
not  be  laid  that  their  interests  are  too 
narrowly  confined  to  the  profession  they 
are  now  striving  to  learn,  as  the  follow- 
iiig  shows : 

One  day  in  the  class  on  Principles  of 
Repairing,  the  discussion  arose  as  to  the 
meaning  and  description  of  an  ordinary 
rubber  umbrella  ring,  suggested  by  the 
text-book  for  certain  uses  in  the  repair 
shop.  "O,  yes,"  volunteered  one  young 
man,  "it's  like  that  rubber  thing  around 
the  top  of  a  beer  bottle."  The  teacher 
was  forced  into  the  confession  that  he 
failed  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
comparison  because  of  ignorance  of  the 
thing  to  which  the  ring  was  compared. 

On  another  occasion  a  youngster  who 
seems  to  be  an  ardent  advocate  of  woman 
sufifrage  suggested  that  for  a  certain  op- 
eration in  repairing,  a  hat  pin  would 
serve  the  purpose  as  well  as  anything  else. 
This  recommendation  the  teacher 
promptly  resented,  solemnly  vowing  that 
he  would  quit  the  business  before  he 
could  be  induced  to  employ  a  hat  pin  in 
his  trade. 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP. 

Tile  Bourne  Model  Workshop  has  en- 
abled the  men's  factory  work  to  continue 
under  the  best  possible  conditions,  and 
good  results  have  come  from  the  excellent 
ventilation,  the  abundance  of  sunshine, 
from  the  good  hot  food  in  the  Restau- 
rant, and  from  the  recreation  on  the  Roof 
Garden.  Here  the  river  breezes  are  most 
refreshing,  even    in    the  summer  time. 
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when  it  is  cool  and  agreeable  in  the  shel- 
ter provided  on  one  end  of  the  roof.  We 
have  greatly  increased  the  production  of 
brooms,  which  has  been  in  all,  81,376, 
28,557  more  than  we  made  last  year.  We 
have  begun  the  manufacture  of  whisk 
brooms  with  encouraging  results,  produc- 
ing in  all  10,780.  As  chair  caning  is  not 
considered  a  profitable  industry,  and  yet 
fills  its  necessary  role,  as  an  occupation 
and  training  for  blind  men,  the  Work- 
shop Committee  has  not  sought  to  push 
this  work,  but  we  have  still  caned  4,- 
780  chairs,  a  gain,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  our  Directors  have  frowned  on 
this  department,  of  523  chairs  caned  over 
last  year's  record.  Altogether,  68  blind 
men  have  been  employed,  not  only  under 
vastly  better  conditions  than  formerly,  but 
they  are  making  more  money,  and  the 
health  and  moral  of  the  factory  is  far 
better. 

The  net  receipts  of  the  Workshop  have 
been  $21,155.55.  Of  this  amount  $10,- 
981.53  has  been  paid  to  the  men.  The 
applicants  for  employment  in  this  depart- 
ment come  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  represent  many  nationalities  and 
creeds.  The  free  Synagogue  has  sent  us 
an  applicant.  We  have  had  Italians,  Ger- 
mans, French,  Negroes,  in  fact  the  force 
is  extremely  cosmopolitan.  The  follow- 
ing letter  was  written  by  the  wife  of  one 
of  the  men : 

"   seems  quite  encouraged 

about  his  work  at  the  shop,  the  second 
week  seeming  much  easier  than  the  first. 
I  feel  greatly  encouraged  to  hope  that  he 
will  not  only  succeed  in  the  chair-caning 
work,  but  in  time  be  able  to  learn  the 
broom  industry.  He  told  my  friend  of 
your  kindness  in  sending  your  doctor  to 
see  him,  and  I  want  to  add  my  thanks 
for  your  kindness  not  only  to  him,  but 
to  me,  for  constantly  giving  me  the  in- 
formation that  I  seem  constantly  to 
need." 

BLIND  AGENTS. 

The  Association  not  only  has  many 
consignments  of  work  from  blind  men 
from  all  over  the  country,  and  has  re- 
ceived such  articles  as  Harness,  Furni- 


ture and  Cutlery  from  distant  parts,  to  be 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  their  blind  makers, 
but  it  has  listed  all  kinds  of  blind  agents, 
dealers  and  salesmen.  These  include 
Coal  and  Wood  Agents,  Boot  Makers, 
Carpenters,  Basket  Makers,  Rug  Makers, 
Dealers  in  Furniture  Polish,  Medicines, 
.Soap,  Hosiery,  Tea,  Coffee,  Insect  Pow- 
der and  many  other  and  divers  products. 
Whenever  it  can,  the  Association  invests 
in  good  materials  at  proper  prices,  to  be 
had  of  the  blind,  and  has  been  entirely 
satisfied  with  many  of  them.  For  ex- 
ample, members  of  the  staff  employ  blind 
news  agents,  stationers,  tea  and  cofifee 
merchants,  etc.  The  following  letter 
gives  an  account  of  one  who  is  proving 
quite  successful  in  his  enterprise : 

A  CLEAR  PROFIT  OF  $146. 

To  THE  Association  for  the  Blind  : 
The  Lighthouse,  111  East  59th  St.: 
Many  thanks  to  you  for  your  kind 
order  for  coffee  and  tea  to  the  Home 
at  Cornwall,  also  to  the  Lighthouse.  The 
orders  were  shipped  immediately  and 
your  private  order  will  be  delivered 
promptly.  How  did  I  ever  think  years 
ago  that  well-to-do  people  would  take 
such  interest  in  us  poor  blind  souls. 

I  enjoy,  thank  God,  a  very  healthy 
constitution.  I  am  only  52  years  of 
age  and  think  I  am  able  to  do  a  great 
many  things  more  in  this  world.  A  little 
more  than  two  and  one-half  years  ago 
I  received  lessons  through  your  teacher, 
Mr.   ,  in  chair  caning,  and  be- 
lieve it  is  not  too  much  to  call  this  a 
success.  Last  year,  according  to  my 
book,  I  had  a  clear  profit  of  about  $146 
through  chair  caning,  and  last  winter 
season  Mr.   gave  me  a  few  instruc- 
tions in  an  evening  course  in  basket 
weaving.  The  neighborhood  and  other 
acquaintances  are  supplied  from  me  with 
baskets  of  various  style,  there  is  a  sign 
in  my  store  window  and  I  am  quite  cer- 
tain that  as  soon  as  the  fall  season  starts 
I  shall  draw  more  profit  out  of  basket 
making. 

Hoping  to  be  of  some  benefit  to  the 
Association  some  time  later  on,  I  re- 
main, yours  respectfully, 
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HOME  TEACHING. 

The  importance  of  this  branch,  witli 
its  increased  activities  is  made  more 
and  more  apparent.  There  are  a  great 
uiany  people  in  dire  need  of  Light 
through  \Vork,  who  would  never  get  it 
but  for  the  ministrations  of  our  Home 
Teachers.  These  teachers,  themselves 
blind,  bear  with  them  the  denial  of  the 
hopelessness  of  the  blind  to  become  effi- 
cient and  interested  members  of  the  com- 
munity. A  discouraged,  neglected  blind 
man  or  woman  cannot  say  to  another 
competent,  well-educated  blind  man  or 
woman  who  comes  to  him  well  ecjuipped 
with  knowledge  of  reading,  writing 
and  handicrafts,  "I  can't  learn  be- 
cause I  am  blind,"  because  the  answer 
is  too  obvious,  "1.  too,  am  blind.  There 
was  a  time  when  I  also  was  unable  to  do 
any  of  these  things  which  I  am  now  pre- 
pared to  teach  you."  Often  the  Home 
Teacher,  having  taught  a  hesitating  pu- 
pil the  first  steps  in  blindness,  fills  him 
with  sufficient  confidence  and  enthusiasm 
to  go  to  the  Lighthouse,  where,  in  a  short 
time,  he  grasps  the  entire  field,  which 
can  be  gained  by  the  energetic  and  intel- 
ligent blind  person.  An  example  of  this 
is  happily  given  by  one  of  our  most  com- 
petent co-operators,  who  was  found  in 
a  state  of  dire  neglect  and  hopelessness 
in  abject  poverty,  and  who  could  not  be- 
lieve at  first  the  message  of  hope  which 
was  brought  to  him  by  our  teacher. 

SHUT-INS. 

There  are  many  sad  shut-ins  who  have 
drifted  with  broken  bodies  and  dead 
hearts,  into  their  cheerless  harbors,  from 
which  it  is  impossible  to  again  float  them 
to  the  Lighthouse.  To  these  the  visits 
of  the  Home  Teachers  are  epoch-making 
events,  the  blessing  of  which  cannot  be 
over  estimated. 

A  DYING  BLIND  PIPER. 

We  found  one  such,  a  paralyzed  boy, 
alone,  dying  a  long  and  painful  death, 
in  great  need,  without  the  necessary 
medical  treatment  or  the  food  essential 
to  make  his  death  as  painless  as  possible. 
His  aged  mother,  the  only  means  of  keep- 


ing even  a  roof  over  their  heads,  left  the 
dying  son  to  earn  a  miserable  pittance, 
locking  the  door  behind  her.  The  doc- 
tor from  the  staff  of  the  Lighthouse  soon 
changed  all  this — a  water  bed  was  ob- 
tained, where  the  invalid  could  rest  as 
comfortably  as  possible,  the  good  sisters 
from  a  neighboring  church  were  inter- 
ested in  his  case,  and  brought  daily  deli- 
cacies for  the  boy.  Work  which  could 
be  done  at  home  was  obtained  for  the 
mother,  enabling  her  to  remain  with  the 
boy.  When  he  had  recovered  from  the 
astonishment  of  all  this  unsought  comfort 
and  kindness,  he  was  asked  if  there  was 
anything  else  that  he  wished,  and  in 
stumbling  accents,  hardly  daring  to  tell 
of  his  life-long  wish,  he  confessed 
that  it  was  to  have  a  mouth  pipe  on 
which  he  could  play.  Watched  over  by  us 
now,  for  more  than  a  year,  he  has  been 
d\  ing,  but  as  his  body  loses  strength,  his 
spirit  seems  to  gain  it,  as  he  lies  on  his 
back,  playing  softly  on  his  pipe,  and  wait- 
ing for  the  Lighthouse  Visitor,  if  he 
comes  before  death. 

LONELY  MUSICIANS. 

One  of  the  marvellous  things  in  cases 
of  this  sort  is  the  gratitude  and  the  joy 
which  these  blind  sufferers  get  from  any 
little  kindness.  Often  we  are  able  to  re- 
move our  invalids  to  hospitals,  but  in 
this  case  the  sufferer  could  not  be  moved. 
Many  of  our  shut-ins  have  found  the 
greatest  compensation  for  their  afflic- 
tion through  music.  We  have  a  very  aged 
man,  blind  and  decrepit,  who,  during  his 
strong  days,  was  never  able  to  gratify 
his  great  wish  to  play  on  the  violin.  At 
last,  in  his  declining  days,  it  is  fulfilled 
and  the  Home  Teacher  from  the  Asso- 
ciation is  teaching  him  to  play  the  fiddle. 
These  lessons,  and  his  solitary  fiddling, 
are  the  light  of  his  otherwise  dark  davs. 
We  have  another  friend,  who,  in  his 
youth,  played  the  zither,  and  our  Social 
Service  Visitor,  finding  out  his  fond- 
ness for  it,  has  obtained  one  through  a 
friend  of  the  Association.  This  may  seem 
a  trivial  thing  to  others,  but  to  this  ex- 
iled Hungarian  it  is  his  very  life's  joy. 
The  Home  Teachers  have  this  year  made 
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in  all  4,445  visits.  On  the  res^ular  staff 
of  Home  Teachers  we  have  three  blind 
women  and  three  blind  men,  whose  work 
is  supplemented  whenever  necessary. 

A  LETTER  FROM  THE  HOSPITAL. 

Our  Home  Teachers  also  find  their 
way  to  prisons,  poor  houses,  sanitariums 
and  hospitals.  Sometimes  a  friendship 
started  thus  will  lead  to  the  release 
of  the  invalid,  the  pauper,  or  the  offender, 
to  his  complete  rehabilitation  as  an  in- 
dustrious and  happy  citizen.  We  have 
now  in  our  employ  several  conscientious 
workmen  who  have  been  in  the  poor 
house,  from  where  we  took  them,  and 
who,  after  training,  have  become  wage 
earners.  We  have  also  known  a  few 
who  have  been  in  prison.  The  following 
letters  come  from  the  hospitals  from 
blind  friends : 

Allow  me  to  thank  the  Association  for 
the  flowers  which  you  have  been  so  kind 
to  send  to  me  for  Easter,  and  also  for  the 
many  other  kind  favors  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  you. 

Dear  Friends — I  received  the  lovely 
plant  you  so  kindly  sent  me.  It  is  so 
sweet  I  am  enjoying  it  all  the  time. 
Thank  you  very  much  for  your  great 
kindness. 

A  BLIND  CHILD  ON  ELLIS  ISLAND  SENT  TO 
HIS  PARENTS. 

The  Lighthouse  rays  discovered  at 
Ellis  Island  a  little  blind  boy  who  had 
come  from  Ireland  to  join  his  parents  in 
Ohio..  On  account  of  his  blindness  the 
government  refused  to  let  him  pursue 
his  journey.  The  Association  doctor  and 
friendly  visitors  found  him  and  cheered 
him  with  many  little  courtesies,  brought 
him  such  toys  as  he  could  use  in  his 
blindness.  The  Lighthouse  wrote  to 
W'ashington  to  the  Department  of  Labor 
and  Commerce,  reporting  the  youngsters 
plight,  so  that  his  detention  was  very 
brief,  and,  thanks  to  the  Lighthouse 
crew,  he  was  soon  sent  on  rejoicing  to 
his  parents.  The  Association  received 
acknowledgment  for  its  help  from  the  au- 
thorities at  Ellis  Island. 


THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE. 

This  delightful  vacation  home,  which 
has  given  new  strength  and  purpose  by 
resting  the  tired  bodies  of  our  weary 
blind  people,  and  giving  them  new  pluck 
to  fight  their  battles  in  the  dark,  has 
filled  a  new  role  this  year.  It  was  active 
as  a  Convalescent  Home  for  our  invalid 
blind,  in  the  early  Spring  months,  before 
it  was  opened  for  our  regular  season  of 
relays  of  holiday  seekers.  Besides  the 
merry  time  which  the  Boy  Scouts  and 
Camp  Fire  Girls  had,  we  had  many  par- 
ties of  young  girls,  working  women,  and 
a  few  aged  dames  who  greatly  appre- 
ciated our  hospitality.  The  men  also,  of 
all  ages,  seized  gratefully  on  proft'ered 
holidays  there. 

BLIND   MOUNTAIN  CLIMBERS. 

Not  only  did  the  men  revel  in  resting 
under  the  trees,  and  in  the  delightful 
forest  smells,  but  they  took  many  long 
tramps;  one  in  a  few  days  walked  miles, 
and  a  party  of  blind  men  climbed  Storm 
King,  the  biggest  mountain  which  they 
could  find  in  the  neighborhood.  They 
all  insisted,  not  only  that  they  had  had 
a  delightful  time,  but  that  they  enjoyed 
the  view  of  the  Hudson  far  more  than 
their  sighted  guides,  as  there  was  a  slight 
mist  over  the  river,  which  partly  veiled 
the  landscape  to  the  seeing,  while  the 
blind  saw  it  clearly  with  their  mind's 
eye. 

The  women,  though  less  ambitious,  re- 
joiced in  many  a  woodland  stroll,  some 
drives  and  motor  rides,  and,  like  their 
sighted  sisters,  relished  a  dish  of  gossip 
on  the  gallerv  of  the  Old  Homestead, 
which  we  all  bless  Mrs.  Hardy  for  hav- 
ing given  us.  One  of  the  women,  totally 
blind,  apparently  got  as  much  satisfaction 
out  of  the  scenery  as  the  men.  She 
writes : 

IN  SIGHT  OF  STORM  KING. 

If  you  could  have  seen  how  it  soothed 
me  to  come  into  the  restful  comfort 
and  good  cheer  of  the  River  Light- 
house, you  would  feel  sure  that  it 
bears  out  its  name.    It  well  serves  to 
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guide  storm-tossed  spirits  into  calmer 
waters.  The  country  there  is  so  inspir- 
ing that  one  envies  those  who  Hve  in  the 
sight  of  the  glorious  Storm  King  and 
look  over  the  beautiful  Hudson  and  wide 
nature  that  speaks  of  only  peace  and 
good-will.  How  well  they  who  have  the 
privilege  of  visiting  these  can  appreciate 
the  untiring  labor  that  has  built  up  the 
Lighthouse  for  the  Blind !    Their  con- 


Another,  slightly  more  poetic,  says : 
"How  I  think  of  the  mountain  I 
climbed.  I  imagine  I  hear  the  chip- 
munks talking,  the  birds  singing,  and  the 
sweet  smell  of  the  herbage.  In  the  words 
of  Milton,  it  was  'Paradise  Regained." 
and  coming  away  was  'Paradise  Lost.'  " 

PETTING  THE  POSIES. 

One  of  the  women  who  went  to  our 
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stant  thought  is  blessing  on  the  lovely 
and  dainty  hands  that  have  wrought  these 
wonders. 

With  heartfelt  thanks  for  all  the  kind- 
ness rendered  me,  I  am, 

Another  friend  appreciates  highly  the 
vegetables,  especially  the  com  raised  on 
the  River  Lighthouse  grounds,  saying: 

"The  corn  could  not  be  surpassed,  and 
as  for  pleasure,  we  had  not  time  to  think 
of  anything  but  fun.  I  cannot  find  words 
to  thank  von." 


Summer  Home  for  the  first  time  this 
year,  was  seen  leaning  over  a  flower  bed, 
and  when  one  of  the  workers  spoke  to 
her,  and  suggested  her  picking  some 
flowers,  she  said,  "Oh,  I  am  not  picking 
them ;  I  am  only  petting  them." 

THE  GARDEN  OF  EDEN. 

An  old  German  coviple  that  together 
enjoyed  a  holiday,  were  most  apprecia- 
tive of  the  reception  which  they  received 
at  the  River  Lighthouse.    Their  bread 
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and  butter  letter  was  written  in  the  third 
person,  and  signed  by  Mr.  and  J\Irs. 
They  say  that  "they  both  regret  having 
had  to  leave,  as  this  was  really  the  first 
time  they  had  been  away  for  fifteen  years 
or  more,  and  as  there  was  no  limit  to 
freedom,  it  makes  this  stay  so  much  more 
like  home,  including  the  pleasant  com- 
pany, and  considering  the  substantial 
food,  and  the  interest  taken." 

The  last  letter  we  quote  is  from  a  man, 
a  hard  worker,  whom  we  had  not  sus- 
pected of  a  poetic  spirit,  or  a  grateful 
heart,  but  after  a  visit  in  the  magic  coun- 
try of  the  Hudson,  he  writes  : 

"The  surroundings  are  most  glorious 
and  bracing.  Pure  air  made  me  feel  as 
if  I  were  in  the  Garden  of  Eden.  Thank- 
ing every  person  interested  in  the  noble 
work  of  filling  the  lives  of  the  blind  with 
gladness,  I  remain,  very  sincerely  yours," 
.  .  .  "May  God  bless  the  Association 
for  the  Blind  and  in  his  infinite  good  bless 
it  in  all  its  work." 

And  we  had  thought  that  some  of  these 
people  were  unappreciative  and  unre- 
sponsive, until  the  blessed  sunlight  and 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  country 
gave  them  utterance.  We  have  had  alto- 
gether at  the  River  Lighthouse  this  year 
310  blind  guests. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF   SEEKERS  FOR  LIGHT. 

Among  the  many  eager  applicants  at 
the  Lighthouse,  not  a  few  of  the  most 
zealous  to  learn  have  been  both  blind, 
deaf  and  dumb.  One  of  these  was  not 
only  thus  cut  off  from  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  the  world,  but  was  marooned 
in  his  silence  and  poverty,  without  friends 
or  relatives.  Our  Home  Teacher  dis- 
covered him,  and  with  infinite  skill  and 
patience,  entirely  through  the  "touch" 
language,  showed  him  how  to  become  an 
expert  basket  weaver.  He  is  now  regu- 
larly employed  by  the  Association,  and 
is  one  of  our  merriest  and  most  hard- 
working co-operators.  The  teacher  still 
visits  him  twice  a  week,  but  the  pupil 
enjoys  immensely  bringing  his  wares 
himself  to  the  Lighthouse.  Here  three 
members  of  the  Crew  'have  learned  the 
"touch"  system,  so  that  the  blind  man 


always  looks  forward  to  a  merry  conver- 
sation through  his  finger  tips. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  BUT  MODELING. 

Another  intense  dweller  in  darkness 
and  total  silence,  is  a  deaf  and  dumb  girl, 
who  feels  herself  possessed  by  a  genius 
for  modeling.  Though  she  had  never 
been  taught  to  talk,  her  enthusiasm  to 
express  herself  was  so  great,  that  it  tried 
to  utter  itself  in  grunts  and  squeaks, 
which  surprised  the  blind  members  of  the 
staff,  who  could  not  see  her  expression. 
She,  however,  found  much  solace  in  look- 
ing at  the  statuary  in  the  Museum,  and 
in  learning  that  two  of  the  best  speci- 
mens, the  bronze  lions,  were  the  work  of 
the  blind  sculptor,  Vidal.  Training  has 
been  suggested  for  her  which  may  result 
in  the  development  of  much  talent. 

SAVED  BY  A  BLIND  DUMB  MAN. 

One  of  our  pupils  and  workers  is  not 
only  blind  but  deaf  and  dumb.  Alone 
in  the  midst  of  the  rush  and  heavy  traf- 
fic of  our  town  the  other  day  he  was 
nearly  run  over.  In  a  moment  he  would 
have  been  crushed  by  a  swift  onrushing 
motor  had  he  not  literally  been  dragged 
out  of  its  way  by  a  tramp  who  was  much 
the  worse  for  drink. 

When  the  man  turned  in  his  inarticu- 
late way  to  thank  his  rescuer  by  that 
nameless  sense  of  the  deaf  blind,  he 
quickly  recognized  in  the  man,  whose 
breath  reeked  with  whiskey,  a  former 
school-mate.  The  drunkard  was  home- 
less, half-starving  and  in  rags.  The 
gratitude  of  the  blind  man  was  intense. 
He  insisted  upon  taking  his  rescuer  to 
his  own  room,  and  subjected  him,  against 
his  will,  to  an  immersion  in  his  own  bath- 
tub, clothed  him  from  his  own  scanty 
wardrobe  and  gave  him  the  first  square 
meal  which  he  had  had  in  a  long  time. 
Then  he  put  him  to  bed  in  his  own  bed, 
and  by  the  next  day  had  metamorpha- 
sized  his  friend.  He  then  proceeded  to 
take  him  to  Brooklyn ;  introduced  him  to 
a  dispenser  of  many  jobs,  and  the  regen- 
erated one  took  a  position  on  a  canal 
barge. 

Two  months  later  our  deaf  and  dumb 
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blind  friend  came  to  the  Lighthouse  with 
a  letter  which  he  begged  us  to  read.  It 
proved  to  be  a  communication  from  the 
erstwhile  tramp,  giving  his  full  history 
since  he  had  parted  with  his  schoolmate. 
He  afifirmed  that  his  friend's  treatment 
of  him  had  convinced  him  of  the  error  of 
his  ways  and  from  the  day  on  which  he 
had  been  refreshed  and  fed  and  rested  in 
the  blind  man's  little  room  he  had  never 
touched  a  drop  of  alcohol,  and  had  been 
sticking  to  his  job,  given  satisfaction  to 
his  employer  and  had  made  a  very  good 
livelihood. 

The  joy  of  the  blind  man  to  learn  of 
the  service  which  he  had  been  privileged 
to  give  was  one  of  the  most  touching 
spectacles  which  the  Lighthouse  crew 
had  been  privileged  to  witness. 

CLUBS. 

THE    BLIND    MEN's    IMPROVEMENT  CLUB. 

The  Men's  Club  has  many  new  mem- 
bers and  is  under  the  able  leader- 
ship of  the  President,  Mr.  Scand- 
lin,  who  has  been  a  vital  force  among 
the  blind  of  the  community.  Special  in- 
terest has  been  taken  by  the  men  in  the 
matter  of  suitable  legislation  for  the 
blind. 

The  good  will  of  the  Club  towards 
the  Association  was  generously  expressed 
by  its  voting  $100  to  help  pay  off  the 
debt  on  the  building. 

Though  this  action  took  place  after 
our  fiscal  year,  we  cannot  resist  as  we 
go  to  print  commenting  on  our  deep  sat- 
isfaction and  gratitude  for  this  sign  of 
esteem  and.  appreciation  of  the  Light- 
house's significance  to  the  blind. 

THE  women's  club. 

The  Women's  Club  has  continued  to 
grow  in  strength  and  efficiencv,  increas- 
ing its  scope,  educationally,  as  well  as 
socially.  It  assisted  the  Association's  va- 
cation work  for  the  blind  very  materia 
ally  by  the  funds  which  it  raised  through 
benefits  organized  and  carried  out  by 
the  Club.  Apart  from  this  philanthropy, 
the  Blind  Women's  philanthropic  efforts 
were  numerous  and  successful,  and  many 
a  sad  blind  person  owes  comfort  and  a 


new  interest  in  life  to  the  moral  and 
financial  help  preferred  by  the  Blind 
Women's  Club.  All  the  officers  of  this 
organization  are  blind,  and  it  completely 
directs  its  policy,  including  its  efficient 
business  methods.  For  further  details 
see  the  report  of  the  able  President  of  the 
Blind  Women's  Club,  Miss  Keator. 

THE  "whatsoever"  CLUB. 

The  Blind  Women's  "Whatsoever" 
Club  is  over  a  year  old.  It  is  composed 
entirely  of  colored  co-operators  of  the 
Association,  and  as  their  name  indicates, 
their  object  is  to  perform  whatsoever 
service  they  feel  called  upon  to  do  to  help 
others.  A  very  delightful  example  of 
such  service  was  a  Surprise  Party  organ- 
ized by  the  Club  for  a  poor  old  colored 
lady,  who,  with  an  invalid  husband,  lived 
a  mournful  existence,  devoid  of  comfort 
and  cheer. 

This  Club  also  gave  a  concert  for  the 
benefit  of  the  blind  inmates  of  the  Lin- 
coln Home.  The  funds  derived  from 
this  entertainment  were  sufficient  to 
enable  the  circle  to  send  Christmas 
baskets  to  the  blind  in  the  hospital. 
The  Club  is  now  composed  of  11  blind 
and  8  sighted  members.  The  lead- 
ing organization  spirit  amongst  the 
sighted  members  is  Mrs.  Ross.  It  in- 
cludes also  members  of  much  talent,  mu- 
sicians, speakers,  readers,  story-tellers 
and  a  pianist.  The  President  is  Mrs. 
Martha  Gaines.  The  Association  is  de- 
lighted to  offer  its  hospitality  to  the  Club 
with  every  good  wish  for  its  rapid 
growth,  and  a  career  of  much  usefulness 
and  happiness.  For  further  particulars 
see  the  first  report  of  the  Club  printed 
elsewhere. 

CLUB  OUTINGS,  ETC. 

The  Annual  Entertainment  of  the 
Women's  Club  was  held  at  the  River 
Lighthouse,  where  holiday-makers  en- 
joyed what  thev  voted  was  the  best  out- 
ing which  the  Club  had  yet  had.  The 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Men's  Club  was 
held  at  South  Beach,  where  136  sat  down 
to  a  very  jovial  dinner  and  passed  the 
day  in  sight-seeing  and  entertainments 
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arranged  by  the  skillful  entertainment 
committee  of  the  Club.  There  have  been, 
as  we  have  already  listed,  other  enter- 
tainments given  by  the  Club,  the  Search- 
light Committee,  and  concerts  furnished 
bv  friends  of  the  Association.    In  addi- 


kinds.  lectures,  concerts,  theatres  and 
operas,  to  the  blind,  continues  its  help- 
ful ministrations.  Through  its  agenc}' 
many  lonely  blind  people  have  been 
brought  happily  in  contact  again  with 
the  world.   The  pleasant  preparation  and 
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tion,  there  have  been  excursions  to  the 
country,  motor  rides  and  trips  on  the 
ferry  boats. 

TICKET  BUREAU. 

BLIND  ACTORS. 

The  Ticket  Bureau,  the  foundation  of 
the  Association,  which  was  organized  to 
furnish  tickets  for  entertainments  of  all 


anticipation  to  appear  properly  agam  ni 
public,  perhaps  to  shine  the  long-neglect- 
ed boots,  and  polish  the  rusty  top  hat, 
in  itself  is  enough  to  start  a  pleasant 
tingle  of  anticipation  in  the  veins  of  an 
old  actor  whose  blindness  and  poverty 
have  for  years  prevented  his  having  the 
privilege  of  hearing  Shakespeare,  and 
comparing    Forbes   Robertson's  Hamlet 
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with  the  immortal  Booth.  We  have  had 
several  actors  of  the  old  school,  who 
have  renewed  their  youth  through  the 
Ticket  Bureau.  Several  despondent,  and 
even  partially  imbecile  blind  people,  have 
recovered  their  interest  and  stability 
through  the  happiness  which  they  found 
in  music,  of  the  concerts  and  operas  to 
which  the  Lighthouse  was  able  to  send 
them.    Let  us  turn  waste  into  happiness. 

TICKETS  WANTED. 

Remember,  whenever  you  don't  know 
what  to  do  with  your  tickets,  that  the 
Lighthouse  will  always  be  a  grateful 
scrap-basket.  It  will  always  gladly  use 
what  you  discard  and  turn  what 
might  be  waste  into  happiness  for  the 
blind.  Tickets  sent  to  the  Association, 
preferably  in  groups  of  two,  for  a  blind 
person  and  their  guide,  will  be  used  ap- 
preciatively. Though  we  can  dispose  of 
them  at  short  notice,  we  are  always  glad 
for  as  much  time  as  possible  to  enable  us 
to  be  sure  that  our  blind  friends  can 
make  the  necessary  preparations,  includ- 
ing securing  congenial  guides  and  be- 
ing in  their  seats,  as  prescribed  by  the 
lav^s  of  the  Lighthouse,  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  performance.  There  are 
now  13  Ticket  Bureaus,  which  have 
sprung  from  the  parent  organization,  all. 
according  to  last  reports,  doing  excel- 
lent work. 

LETTERS  FROM  THOSE  WHO  ENJOYED 
MUSIC  AND  THE  PLAY. 

These  have  been  sent  to  us  by  grate- 
ful recipients  of  tickets  : 
"The   New  York  Association   for  the 

Blind,  Bureau  of  Tickets : 

I  attended  the  concert  given  last  night 
at  the  Aeolian  Hall.  I  enjoyed  the  same 
more  than  I  can  sav,  and  wish  to  thank 
you     for    your  kindness. 

Respectfully  yours," 

"It  would  be  quite  impossible  for  me 
to  thank  you  sufficiently  for  the  treat 
which  you  gave  me  last  evening.  Per- 
haps the  best  way  to  explain  to  you  how 
much  I  enjoyed  "Othello"  is  to  tell  you 
that  I  did  not  move  a  muscle  from  the 
time  I  entered  until  T  came  out,  except 


of  course  betwen  the  acts.  It  was  my 
first  trip  to  this  play.  My  appreciation 
of  this  opportunity  which  you  so  kindly 
gave  me  is  beyond  words." 

"We  have  especially  enjoyed  the  sev- 
eral opera  performances,  which,  without 
the  Bureau,  would  have  been  without  our 
possibility  of  attending. 

We  feel,  too,  that  in  thanking  the  Bu- 
reau, we  should,  through  it,  extend  our 
thanks  to  those  who  have,  in  a  number 
of  instances,  placed  at  our  disposal,  seats 
in  their  own  boxes. 

Gratefully  yours," 

THE  WARDROBE. 

The  Wardrobe  in  its  new  quarters  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  extend  its  useful 
mission.  Often  education  and  cheer  are 
not  sufficient  to  put  a  blind  man  or  wom- 
an again  in  touch  with  the  world,  but 
they  require  to  be  rehabilitated,  both 
physically  and  from  an  ocular  point  of 
view.  This  often  entails  not  only  a  com- 
plete overhauling  by  the  doctor  and  the 
oculist,  perhaps  the  adjustment  of  becom- 
ing shaded  glasses,  and  a  complete  out- 
fit of  proper  raiment,  to  make  the  seeker 
for  employment  under  adverse  conditions 
presentable  to  again  try  to  overcome  the 
many  difficulties  which  he  has  still  to  en- 
counter. The  Wardrobe  furnishes  any- 
thing from  a  pair  of.  socks  to  a  top  hat 
and  a  cotton  umbrella,  or  a  warm  coat 
to  a  pair  of  mittens.  We  bespeak  our 
friends'  cast-off  raiment,  which  is  thor- 
oughly sterilized  in  our  sterilizer  for  this 
purpose,  mended  and  pressed,  and  sold  to 
the  blind  at  prices  which  they  can  afford. 
For  example,  one  of  our  workmen,  who 
was  extremely  delicate,  needed  a  thick 
winter  coat,  which,  under  ordinary  con- 
ditions, he  would  have  been  unable  to 
buy.  He  obtained  a  far  better  coat  at 
very  reasonable  cost,  and  was  allowed  to 
pay  for  it  in  very  small  instalments  of 
his  monthly  wage  during  the  winter.  He 
was  far  too  proud  to  have  received  cloth- 
ing as  a  gift,  and  without  the  advantages 
offered  by  the  Wardrobe,  would  have 
gone  without  the  garment  of  which  he 
stood  in  such  need. 
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A  POOR  mother's  thanks  TO  THE  WARD- 
ROBE FOR  HELPING  HER 
BLIND  BOY. 

"Your  package  and  letter  received. 
How  very  kind  you  are  to  remember 
Victor.  I  hope  that  he  shall  never  for- 
get your  kindness  when  he  grows  a  big 
boy.  I  think  that  the  suits  will  fit  him. 
Gratefully  yours," 

PHYSICAL  SUPERVISION. 

The  physical  supervision  of  our  blind 
people  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
them.  There  is  frequent  inspection  by 
the  doctor,  to  see  if  we  can  in  any  way 
increase  the  strength  and  bodily  well- 
being  of  our  wards.  The  oculist  inspects 
often  also  as  a  safeguard  against  infec- 
tion, and  to  see  if  there  is  any  possibility 
of  rescuing  or  obtaining  a  bit  of  precious 
sight.  And  the  services  of  the  dentist 
are  required,  too. 

A  child  totally  blind,  unable  to  work 
or  play  was  brought  by  its  mother  to  the 
Lighthouse.  To-day,  thanks  to  our  ocu- 
list and  our  teachers  his  sight  has  been 
partially  restored  and  he  is  one  of  the 
brightest  and  merriest  boys  among  the 
children  of  the  public  schools,  and  loves 
to  come  to  the  I^ighthouse  to  skate  and 
romp. 

When  more  fresh  air  and  exercise  are 
essential  to  the  well-being  of  a  blind  per- 
son conditions  are  arranged  so  as  to  pro- 
cure them.  This  may  involve  the  em- 
ployment of  a  guide,  with  whom  our  pro- 
tege can  make  excursions,  or  the  neces- 
sity of  devising  some  scheme  by  which 
the  blind  man  can  live  in  the  country. 

SIGHT  RESTORED. 

Several  experiments  of  this  kind  have 
so  greatly  renewed  failing  strength,  that 
vision,  which  had  apparently  been  lost, 
has  returned  to  the  convalescent,  who  has 
thankfully  been  able  to  take  his  place 
again  in  the  ranks  of  the  seeing.  One 
such  happy  case  was  due  directly  to  the 
philanthropy  of  the  r>lind  Men's  Club, 
which  made  it  possible  for  a  young  man, 
who  was  overworking  and  going  totally 
blind,  to  rest  from  his  exertions  under 
such  helpful  surroundings,  that  liis  vis- 


ion is  now  normal,  while  but  for  this 
timely  rescue  he  would  have  been  totallv 
blind. 

LOYAL  UNTO  DEATH. 

A  strong,  brave  blind  man,  who, 
through  the  Lighthouse,  had  become  en- 
tirely self-supporting,  and  in  return  was 
a  loyal  co-operator  and  worker  for  us, 
was  suddenly  stricken  with  a  mortal  dis- 
ease. We  watched  over  him  lovingly 
in  the  hospital  where  he  was  always 
"glad  to  see"  members  of  the  Lighthouse 
crew  and  the  many  friends  he  had  had 
in  the  Blind  Men's  Club  and  other  or- 
ganizations to  which  he  belonged.  One 
of  his  proud  possessions  had  been  a 
badge,  which  he  received,  together 
with  other  Lighthouse  co-operators,  on 
the  day  when  the  President  of  the  United 
States  opened  the  new  Lighthouse.  When 
the  young  man  in  the  hospital  realized 
that  the  end  was  close,  he  called  the 
doctor  of  our  Association  to  him  and 
said,  "There  is  a  Lighthouse  Badge  on 
my  coat,  will  you  please  be  very  care- 
ful of  it.  I  never  want  to  be  without 
it."  It  was  given  to  him  in  his  bed. 
and  when  he  died  shortly  afterwards  it 
was  buried  with  him.  His  brightness 
and  loyalty  unto  death  to  our  Lighthouse 
ideals,  have  given  us  an  example  which 
we  are  all  proud  to  try  to  live  up  to. 

PL.XCING  THE   BLIXD  WITH   THE  SEEING. 

Our  ideal  has  always  been,  whenever 
possible,  to  enable  the  blind  to  work 
again  in  connection  with  the  seeing.  This 
has  been  very  satisfactorily  realized  by 
the  blind  children  in  the  Public  Schools, 
and  the  blind  tuners  of  the  pianos  for  the 
Pulilic  -Scliools,  as  well  as  the  manv 
blind  wlTom  we  have  enabled  to  work 
satisfactorilv  in  piano  factories.  Our 
blind  pupils  are  also  holding  positions  in 
the  Edison  Company,  in  the  Business 
Department  of  the  New  York  Telephone 
Co.,  as  well  as  in  hospitals,  offices,  etc. 

THE  ST.\FF. 

The  Stafif  is  increasingly  efficient. 
Mo.st  of  our  workers  are  sightless.  This 
vear  we  have  had  27  blind  members  on 
our  staff,  holding  their  positions,  not 
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because  of  their  blindness,  but  on  ac- 
count of  their  ability  to  do  their  work 
well.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
give  an  idea  of  the  single-hearted- 
ness and  unselfish  devotion  of  the 
Lighthouse  Crew.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  pay  them  for  their  service,  which  is 
of  that  quality  that  cannot  be  bought  at 
any  price.  It  is  quite  futile,  when 
work  presses,  to  persuade  them  to  take 
that  rest  which  is  absolutely  essential  to 
their  welfare,  and  often  at  times  they 
work  late  at  night,  realizing  that  the  As- 
sociation does  not  pay  for  overtime  or 
over  exertion.  They  seek  for  them- 
selves only  the  privilege  of  being  able 
to  help  where  help  is  needed. 

During  the  Secretary's  absence  in  Eu- 
rope, the  responsibility  of  directing  the 
Lighthouse  fell  chiefly  upon  the  efficient 
shoulders  of  Miss  Rogers,  who  was  ably 
assisted  by  Mr.  Scandlin,  and  other  de- 
voted workers.  Too  much  cannot  be  said 
of  the  way  that  this  loyal  crew  will  rise 
to  heroic  feats  in  times  of  emergencv  or, 
regardless  of  sacrifice,  accomplishes  its 
daily  tasks. 

GAMES  AND  TOYS  FOR  THE 
BLIND. 

A  BLIND  VETERAN  AT  PLAY. 

Our  interest  in  games  for  the  blind 
has  led  us  to  study  all  kind  of  games  for 
their  use.  We  have  on  hand  always  a 
selection  of  cards,  checkers,  chess,  do- 
minoes, picture  puzzles,  etc.,  which  are 
practical  for  their  use.  An  old  veteran 
lost  his  sight  as  well  as  his  strength 
and  passed  many  miserable  days  in  the 
hospital.  His  dreary  days  were  greatly 
cheered  when  he  was  found  by  our  Home 
Teacher,  who  in  addition  to  the  cheer 
which  he  brought,  taught  him  again  how 
to  play  cards  and  checkers. 

A   LONELY  BLIND  CHILD. 

A  friend  wrote  to  us  about  a  lonely 
blind  child  who  was  spending  listless 
and  useless  days  in  his  country  home.  A 
charming  selection  of  toys  was  sent  from 
the  Lighthouse,  and  the  child  was  trans- 
formed with  joy  at  having  the  normal 
amusements  of  sighted  children  brought 
to  it. 


MUSIC. 

Music,  especially  singing,  seems  to  be 
the  rightful  heritage  of  the  blind.  With 
this  in  mind  the  Association  is  eager  to 
bring  as  much  harmony  and  melody  into 
their  work  and  play  as  possible. 

And  now  an  effort  is  started  to  teach 
singing  in  our  working  classes  where  it 
will  not  interfere  with  attention  to  their 
duties,  but  will  act  as  an  inspiration  to 
their  happy  industry. 

BLIxND  MUSICIANS. 

Whenever  possible  the  Association  em- 
ploys blind  pianists  and  musicians  for  its 
entertainments,  and  many  a  merry  dance 
is  kept  going  by  the  nimble  fingers  of 
blind  fiddlers  and  pianists.  Two  of  our 
blind  singers  have  been  employed  for  mu- 
sicales  on  the  same  basis  as  sighted  ar- 
tists. We  are  eager  to  educate  the  sight- 
ed community  to  the  advantage  of  em- 
ploying competent  blind  artists.  We  are 
equally  desirous  of  having  the  blind  so 
well  trained  in  all  respects  that  they  can 
be  welcome. 

EURHYTHMICS. 

As  we  have  found  that  the  blind  can 
greatly  enjoy  dancing  and  get  acute 
pleasure  from  exercise  accompanied  by 
music,  it  seemed  to  the  Association  that 
Eurhythmies  was  particularly  a  science 
which  would  be  of  untold  help  to  those 
deprived  of  sight,  therefore  studies  were 
made  of  this  rapidly  spreading  art. 
In  England  the  Secretary  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  Monsieur  Jacques-Dal- 
croze,  the  originator  of  eurythmics,  and 
what  she  has  been  able  to  learn  from  him 
will  be  used  for  the  blind. 

LOANS. 

A  NOT  UNUSUAL  INCIDENT. 

Often  blind  people  who  have  learned 
"how  to  be  blind"  and  are  fitted  by  their 
pluck  and  abilities  to  take  their  place 
again  as  helpful  factors  in  the  commun- 
ity, need  capital  with  which  to  establish 
their  enterprises.  The  Association  has 
been  gratified  by  finding  how  much  good 
can  be  done  through  small  loans  to  con- 
scientious blind  men  and  women.  We 
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have  no  case  on  record  where  there  has 
not  been  an  effort  to  repay  the  money 
advanced.  In  some  cases,  not  only  ha? 
the  loan  been  returned,  but  it  has  proved 
a  good  investment,  as  the  blind  person 
has  become  one  of  the  contributors  to  the 
funds  of  the  Association. 

During  the  "winter  of  last  year  a  1.  an 
of  $10  was  made  to  the  wife  of  a  blind 
man,  who  was  in  great  need  of  the  monev. 


One  of  our  visitors,  speaking  of  a  cli- 
ent, whom  the  Association  had  stipplied 
with  a  set  of  teeth,  spoke  to  this  man, 
telling  him  that  "they  looked  very  hand- 
some." "I  don't  want  them  to  look 
handsome,"  was  the  reply,  "I  want  them 
to  eat."  Further  investigation  devel- 
oped the  fact  that  they  did  not  "eat,"  and 
he  is  to  be  sent  to  the  dentist  for  repairs. 


BLIND  BOYS  SKATING  ON  THE  ROOF  OF  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 
The  tent  which  is  shown  is  used  by  the  Scoutmaster,  a  fresh-air  enthusiast. 
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Part  of  this  was  repaid  some  weeks  after 
the  loan,  and  on  September  23rd  the  bal- 
ance was  returned,  with  apologies  for 
the  long  delay.  These  people  are  in  verv 
poor  circumstances,  and  the  return  of 
the  money  entailed  great  self-denial. 

TEETH  AND  LIMBS  LOANED. 

Not  onlv  have  loans  of  money  proved 
successes  for  the  Association,  but  we 
have  cheerfully  loaned  to  the  blind  ar- 
ticles ranging  from  pins  to  false  teeth  : 
from  glass  eyes  to  wooden  legs ;  in  fact, 
as  we  have  often  said,  we  can  turn  into 
capital  or  happiness  anything  from  a 
bent  hairpin  to  the  Brooklyn  Bridge. 


BEAUTIFYING    AN    AGED  DARKEY. 

An  old  darkey,  who  had  been  rescued 
from  dire  misery  and  the  poor  house, 
has  become  an  industrious  wage-earner. 
The  Association  has  ministered  to  his 
spirit  and  clothed  his  body  until  he  is 
transformed  from  an  idle  and  miserable 
individual  into  an  important  member  of 
his  church  and  a  hi-^lily  efficient  .self- 
respecting  citizen.  Having  provided 
him  with  raiment  in  which  he  could 
participate  in  church  functions  and  civic 
entertainments,  deeply  impressed  with 
his  zeal  to  better  himself,  a  member 
of  the  Lighthouse  Crew  asked  him  if 
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there  was  anything  which  the  Associa- 
tion could  still  do  for  him.  "I'd  be  most 
powerful  'bliged,  missie,"  he  replied,  "if 
you  could  get  me  a  good  set  of  teeth." 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  after  some  dit- 
ficulty  a  beautiful  set  of  teeth  was  do- 
nated' to  the  Association.  Our  colored 
friend  is  now  completely  armored  with 
becoming  ivories  with  which  to  win  his 
battles. 

THE   BLIND   TEACHING   THE  SEEING. 

It  is  not  an  infrequent  happening 
to  have  a  blind  person  act  as  missionary 
to  the  seeing.  Often  the  trained  blind 
man  or  woman  is  able  to  read  to  the 
sighted  invalid.  The  Blind  Scout  usually 
performs  his  good  deed  to  a  seeing  per- 
son, because  there  happen  to  be,  fortun- 
ately, more  seeing  people  for  him  to  min- 
ister to  than  blind  people.  In  the  same 
way  the  Camp  Fire  Girl  does  her  service 
for  the  seeing.  Not  only  these  young 
seekers  after  light  help  those  who  do 
net  suffer  from  their  handicap,  but  it  is 
a  general  truth  that,  as  Dr.  Finley,  the 
Commissioner  of  Education,  said,  when 
he  was  President  of  the  Association, 
"The  seeing  need  the  blind  more  than  the 
blind  need  the  seeing."  If  we  would  re- 
member this,  we  would  do  much  to  solve 
our  own  difficulties  as  well  as  theirs.  If 
every  time  a  seeing  person  rejoiced  in 
a  beautiful  picture,  a  lovely  landscape  or 
any  other  joy  from  which  the  blind  are 
debarred  he  could  have  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  had  done  something  to  give 
opportunity  to  the  blind,  the  sighted 
man's  happiness  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased. He  would  see  with  keener  vis- 
ion every  exquisite  line  of  beauty  if  he 
had  the  knowledge  that  some  blind  man 
or  woman  had  been  helped  to  find  through 
him  Light  Through  Work,  and  the  con- 
solations and  compensations  which  can 
be  their  imperishable  possession. 

A  class  of  Settlement  Girls  recently  ap- 
plied for  a  blind  teacher  to  instruct  them 
in  basket  making,  offering  to  pay  for  her 
services.  A  member  of  our  weaving  class 
was  sent  with  very  satisfactory  results 
and  the  lesson  has  been  repeated. 

For  one  entire  winter  a  blind  woman 


taught  basket  making  'to  the  Public 
School  teachers. 

UP-STATE  WORK. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  that  the  eight 
Committees  established  by  the  Associa- 
tion in  the  State  are  doing  good  work. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Blind  Chairman  of 
one  of  these  Committees  reports  of 
the  interesting  canvass  which  has  been 
made  by  the  Chairman,  who  has  diligent- 
ly sought  out  throughout  the  county 
every  known  blind  person  and  discovered 
many  heretofore  unknown,  using  a  motor 
to  go  from  place  to  place.  The  Chairman 
has  also  learnt  Braille,  in  order  to  cope 
better  with  the  problems  which  are  be- 
ing so  ably  dealt  with  by  this  branch 
Lighthouse. 

The  work  of  the  Syracuse  Committee 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  deserves  especial  mention.  It  has 
made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  territory 
in  which  it  works  and  has  located  68 
active  cases  of  blindness,  all  of  which 
are  under  the  efficient  care  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Utica  Committee  is  also  very  vig- 
ilant and  competent.  According  to  the 
last  report  it  did  not  know  of  any  needy 
cases  of  blindness  and  it  had  searched 
conscientiously  for  the  blind  in  its  dis- 
trict who  needed  help  and  were  not  get- 
ting it. 

TWO  BLIND  MEN  RESCUE  AN  UNFORTUN- 
ATE   BLIND  BOY. 

Perhaps  the  following  occurrence  in- 
dicates as  clearly  as  possible  the  prompt 
and  whole-souled  co-operation  between 
the  parent  organization  and  its  offspring. 
The  New  York  Lighthouse  had  discov- 
ered a  small  boy  (blind),  whose  home 
conditions  were  extremely  unfortunate. 
We  followed  the  case  while  it  was  in  the 
Children's  Court.  The  boy  was  commit- 
ted to  an  institution,  and  paroled  in  care 
of  a  member  of  the  Lighthouse  Crew. 
The  same  day  this  blind  zealot  was  given 
the  child  to  watch  over,  he  telegraphed 
another  blind  man,  the  Chairman  of  one 
of  our  Committees  in  the  country,  asking 
if  a  good  country  home  could  be  found 
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for  the  unfortunate  lad,  where  the  blind 
Chairman  could  keep  an  eye  on  him.  The 
reply  to  the  telegram  came  almost  im- 
mediately, saying  that  an  excellent  new 
home  and  family  had  been  found  for  the 
youngster ;  his  blind  guardian  took  him 
at  once  to  the  station,  and  deposited  him 
and  his  worldly  goods  in  charge  of  the 
kindly  conductor  of  the  train,  and  the 
heretofore  hopeless  lad  sped  forth  in  joy 
and  amazement  at  the  new  kindness  and 
interest  which  had  been  showered  on 
him,  happily  to  his  new  life. 

A  GIRL  FROM  THE  NORTH. 

A  young  woman  in  a  town  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  was  discovered 
by  our  Field  Agent  in  despair  and  idle- 
ness. She  was  given  advice  and  occupa- 
tion, and  in  the  winter,  a  few  months 
after,  she  had  found  Light  through  Work 
She  paid  a  special  visit  to  New  York,  on 
a  tour  of  investigation  to  learn  for  her- 
self at  the  Lighthouse,  the  horizon  open 
for  the  blind.  She  was  a  frequent  and 
happy  guest  at  the  Lighthouse,  where 
she  learned  much,  before  she  returned  to 
her  home,  carrying  the  torch  of  Light 
to  others,  who  still  sat  in  darkness. 

THE     VERMONT     COMMITTEE     FOR  THE 
BLIND. 

The  A^ermont  Lighthouse  work,  which 
the  Association  was  privileged  to  start 
about  a  year  ago,  under  the  enthusiastic 
leadership  of  its  Secretary,  Miss  Broun, 
and  her  efficient  Committee,  has  taken 
the  census  of  the  blind  for  the  State  and 
has  started  Home  Teaching.  She  writes 
in  part : 

."Thus  far  about  20  pupils  have  been 
taught  to  read  or  do  something  which 
in  manv  cases  means  self-support.  The 
'Light  Through  Work'  which  has  come 
to  them  has  been  shown  over  and  again. 
One  man,  who  lost  his  sight  ten  years 
ago  and  was  most  wretched  on  account 
of  his  idleness  and  necessary  care  to 
the  family,  said,  'Why,  I  never  thought 
anyone  would  teach  us  to  do  anything." 
He  is  now  constantly  busy  caning  chairs 
and  is  far  happier.  A  boy.  who  was  su]v 
posed  to  be  rather  simple-minded,  and 
whose    ability  to    learn    anything  was 


doubted,  became  one  of  the  most  able  of 
our  pupils.  Another  boy  of  18,  who  has 
been  blind  nearly  all  his  life,  was  practi- 
cally helpless,  fearing  even  to  move  from 
his  chair.  He  now  goes  about  the  house 
independently  and  has  learned  basketry 
and  the  Moon  system  of  reading.  Some 
pupils  were  at  first  very  reluctant  to  enter 
into  the  work,  and  were  extremely  ner- 
vous, whereas  now  those  same  ones  are 
in  better  health,  both  physically  and 
mentally,  being  in  better  spirits  than  be- 
fore they  had  new  interests.  The  work 
will  be  continued  throughout  the  State, 
each  county  being  taken  in  turn." 

It  was  a  gratification  to  the  Light- 
house that  the  blind  teacher  who  was 
chosen  by  the  A'ermont  Association, 
which  wanted  further  knowledge  before 
beginning  its  new  work,  came  to  the  As- 
sociation first  for  .special  training. 

BLIND  FROM  ANOTHER  STATE. 

A  case  of  our  social  service  is  of  a  poor 
young  blind  girl  from  another  State.  S]ie 
came  to  us  helpless,  in  great  agony  of 
body  and  mind.  Through  the  Associa- 
tion's oculist  a  necessary  operation  was 
performed.  While  at  the  hospital  she 
was  cheered  by  frequent  visits  from  the 
home  teachers,  themselves  blind,  who 
brought  her  cheer  and  comfort.  Re- 
stored in  body  and  spirits  and  with  an 
extremely  becoming  pair  of  dark  glass 
eyes,  this  young  woman  now  feels  that 
she  owes  everything  to  the  timely  aid  of 
the  Lighthouse. 

BROOKLYN. 

Though  the  Association  has  long  done 
work  in  Brooklyn  and  continues  to  do 
so,  it  has  seen  with  great  pleasure  the 
new  activities  for  the  blind,  which  have 
recently  been  started  there,  and  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  work  being  done  by  the 
Fox  Fund  through  the  Brooklyn  Associa- 
tion for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Poor  and  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Char- 
ities, it  was  glad,  not  only  to  revise  the 
census  at  Brooklvn.  in  co-operation  with 
the  Bureau  of  Charities,  but  to  have  a 
duplicate  copy  of  the  census  placed  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Bureau. 
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The  Association  has  also  been  much 
interested  in  the  new  inchistrial  work 
being  so  ably  supervised  by  the  volunteer 
efforts  of  I\Ir.  Eben  P.  Morford.  one  of 
the  first  friends  of  the  Association,  and 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  more  widely  known  as  the  President 
of  the  American  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind.  Monies  for  this  fresh 
light-giving  enterprise  are  also  forth- 
coming from  the  Fox  Bequest. 

CO-OPERATION. 

The  Association  has  received  beautiful 
co-operation  from  organizations  and  in- 
dividuals. It  would  be  difficult  to  thank 
all  those  to  whom  it  is  indebted,  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  Chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  has  thanked  some  of 
our  friends  and  others  are  thanked  else- 
where. 

Dr.  Alger  has  not  only  been  remark- 
able in  his  kindness,  discretion  and  tact 
in  helping  the  blind,  but  in  instituting 
and  carrying  out  single-handed  the  pio- 
neer work  which  has  been  done  in  the 
Lighthouse  Clinic,  he  has  put  the  blind 
and  the  seeing  under  great  obligation 
to  him.  Mr.  David  Mannes'  faith  in  our 
work  and  hospitality  to  our  blind  at  the 
Music  School  Settlement  has  been  as  pro- 
gressive as  helpful,  and  we  are  very 
grateful  to  him. 

Though  many  have  been  called  to  ex- 
press our  activities  photographically, 
none  have  thus  far  succeeded  in  catching 
the  spirit  and  the  poetry  of  our  work  as 
Dr.  Arnold  Genthe  has  done.  He  vol- 
unteered his  services  and  took  many 
beautiful  photographs,  working  untiring- 
ly to  reproduce  what  he  saw  at  the  Li^-ht- 
house.  Some  of  Dr.  Genthe's  beautiful 
pictures  are  reproduced  in  this  report. 

OPPORTUNITY  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  lot  of  the  blind  without  friends, 
money  or  opportunity,  is  in  many  in- 
stances so  fearful  and  so  helpless  that 
not  infrequently  the  discouraged  blind, 
without  a  chance  to  improve  their 
condition,  have  done  away  with  them- 
selves. In  considering  their  problem,  it 
.should  be  remembered  that  as  a  rule  they 


come  from  the  poor  families,  often  their 
blindness  is  the  result  of  overwork  or 
lack  of  care,  which  under  happier  con- 
ditions could  have  been  averted.  Three- 
quarters  of  the  entire  number  of  blind 
lose  their  sight  after  the  school  age.  With 
assistance,  as  has  been  proved  from 
the  earliest  history,  the  blind  can  hold 
positions  of  great  responsibility,  and  not 
only  help  themselves,  but  be  intellectual 
and  even  artistic  assets.  In  their  voca- 
tions the  blind  people  have  been  leaders, 
as  musicians,  teachers,  statesmen.  The 
list  of  their  efficient  services  is  too  long 
to  be  given,  but  in  our  own  country  we 
have  had  able  judges,  senators  and  pro- 
fessors, who  have  been  able  to  see  only 
with  that  eye  which  no  calamity  can 
darken. 

The  Li'.;hthouse  is  often  privile2:ed,  not 
only  to  rescue  the  discouraged  blind  but 
to  return  them  to  activitv  as  efficient  citi- 
zens whose  example  and  life  will  be  of 
incalculable  service. 

THE   NEXT  INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS. 

The  success  of  the  international  con- 
ference for  the  blind,  under  the  inspiring 
leadership  of  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  is 
assured.  Among  his  able  co-workers 
are  Miss  Beatrice  Taylor,  Chairman  of 
the  Hospitality  Committee,  and  Mr.  Stu- 
art Johnson,  who  will  be  responsible  for 
interesting  exhibits.  Mr.  Guy  M.  Camp- 
bell, director  of  the  college  for  the  blind 
at  Norwood,  Mr.  Stamsby  and  many 
others  who  stand  for  philanthropy  and 
efficiency.  The  congress  will  be  held  in 
the  Church  House,  Westminster,  Lon- 
don, from  June  18th  to  June  25th,  1914, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  representatives  and 
workers  from  all  over  the  world  will  as- 
semble in  the  beautiful  hall  which  has 
been  chosen  for  the  gathering  of  dele- 
gfates  from  nations  who  strive  to  bring 
light  to  the  blind. 

DR.   FRAZER  OF  HALIFAX. 

A  very  recent  recognition  of  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  blind  was  given  when  Dr. 
Eraser  of  Halifax,  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant and  intelligent  blind  workers,  who 
is  responsible  for  some  of  the  most  mod- 
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ern  work  for  them,  was  called  before 
the  bar  of  the  House  of  the  Assembly 
of  Nova  Scotia,  on  March  27,  1913,  and 
after  many  laudatory  addresses,  received 
the  thanks  of  the  House  for  his  distin- 
guished services  for  forty  years  to  the 
blind  of  Nova  Scotia. 


lems.  A  list  of  such  is  given  on  the  back 
of  this  report.  For  English-speaking  peo- 
ple the  most  far-reaching  publications  of 
the  kind  are  "The  Blind,"  edited  by 
Henry  J.  Wilson,  Esq.,  published  by 
Gardener's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London, 
and  the  "Outlook  for  the  Blind,"  pub- 
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Apart  from  his  invaluable  help  in  this 
field,  Dr.  Eraser  has  been  a  prominent 
citizen  in  many  other  activities  of  busi- 
ness and  philanthropy. 

MAGAZINES  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Those  interested  in  the  blind  will  find 
that  it  is  very  helpful  to  keep  in  touch 
with  work  for  them  by  subscribing  to 
the  magazines  which  tell  of  their  prob- 


lished  by  the  IMassachusetts  Association 
lur  1  lie  Liliiicl,  etc. 

THE  WINGS  OF  THE  BLIND. 

A  very  small  blind  woman  sat  in  the 
hall  of  the  Lighthouse.  At  the  approach 
of  one  of  the  crew  she  smiled  up  at  her 
gaily  and  said  "Oh,  I'm  just  waiting 
here  after  the  day's  work  for  my  wings,'' 
then  jumping  up  blithely,  she  added,  "I 
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hear  them  coming:  now."  This  was  her 
pretty  way  of  speaking  of  her  guide. 
The  friendly  relation  of  some  of  the 
blind  to  their  guides  is  very  interesting. 
Great  friendships  often  spring  up  be- 
tween the  guides  and  their  charges — not 
infrequently  the  blind  worker  sets  an  in- 
spiring example  to  the  one  who  leads 
him  to  his  daily  task,  which  stirs  the  un- 
successful seeing  individual,  who  as  a 
rule  is  content  to  take  our  people  to  and 
from  their  tasks  to  fresh  endeavor  and 
work.  We  always  need  funds  for  guides. 
The  problem  of  securing  them  and  pay- 
ing for  them  is  one  of  our  chronic  minor 
difficulties. 

HOW  FAR  OUR  LIGHT  CARRIES. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  how  far  our 
light  carries.  We  have  recently  had  a 
blind  friend  in  Panama,  who,  through  our 
intervention,  came  north  to  find  the  light 
of  education  and  efificiency.  We  have 
other  friends  in  Mexico,  in  Japan,  In- 
dia, and  many  other  places.  It  adds 
greatly  to  our  happiness  when  we  are 
told  by  these  seekers  after  light,  many  of 
whom  we  do  not  know,  that  our  rays 
have  brightened  them  in  their  darkness 
and  that  the  work  for  those  who  need 
Light  through  Work  has  become  strong- 
er and  better  on  account  of  our  example. 

RESCUED  BY  THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 

A  doctor  called  up  the  Lighthouse 
keeper.  A  young  man  of  twenty-two 
had  suddenly  lost  his  sight  and  nerve  and 
tried  to  kill  himself.  The  Lighthouse 
rescued  him  and  taught  him  how  tn  be 
blind.  To-day  he  is  an  industrious 
wage  earner,  contented  in  having  found 
Light  through  Work. 

from  affluence  to  despair  but  saved. 

A  gentleman  who  had  been  secretary 
to  royalty  found  himself  penniless  and 
blind  in  New  York.  He  was  unwilling 
to  apply  to  his  friends  in  the  mother 
country,  as  he  had  left  there  years  be- 
fore hoping  to  make  a  career  for  him- 
helf.  Old,  blind  and  penniless,  his  one 
thought  in  his  discouragement  was  to 


quietly  make  away  with  himself.  He  was 
found  by  the  Lighthouse  and  taught 
how  to  be  blind  and  how  to  accept  his 
altered  conditions.  His  culture  and 
education  helped  him  much  in  his  battle, 
and  before  long  he  became  an  indepen- 
dent, contented  citizen. 

AN  OLD  LADY  SAVED  AT  THE  RIVER  LIGHT- 
HOUSE. 

An  aged  woman,  blind,  alone,  in  dire 
need,  praying  for  death,  was  found  in 
a  miserable  tenement,  by  our  home 
teacher.  Cheered,  cared  for  by  a  Light- 
house doctor,  the  home  teacher  and  the 
crew,  the  old  lady  was  removed  from  her 
tragic  surroundings  to  the  River  Light- 
house. There  she  gathered  the  remnants 
of  her  failing  strength.  One  day,  quietly 
knitting  in  the  sun,  with  a  weird  smile 
on  her  quaint  face,  she  said,  "There  has 
been  an  old  man  waiting  for  me  round 
the  corner  for  many  years,  the  Light- 
house folk  have  cheated  him.  He  won't 
get  me  now" — the  old  man  was  the  un- 
dertaker. 

"l   OWE  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  EVERYTHING." 

A  gentleman,  known  for  his  good 
works  and  business  integrity,  suddenly 
lost  his  money  and  his  sight.  Through 
the  teaching  and  help  of  the  Lighthouse 
he  has  recovered  his  financial  status  and 
is  doing  a  larger  and  more  important 
work  than  before  he  was  blind.  He  is 
not  only  entirely  self-supporting,  but  he 
is  able  to  care  for  his  family.  Appre- 
ciating what  the  Lighthouse  service  has 
been,  he  said  frankly  to  a  member  of 
the  Lighthouse  Crew  recently.  "I  do  not 
know  what  would  have  become  of  me 
without  this  lamp  which  has  guided  me 
in  my  darkness.  I  owe  to  the  Lighthouse 
everything." 

UNLESS  WE  get  MONEY  NOW  SOME 
WRECKS  WILL  SINK. 

As  our  knowledge  of  our  wards  lives 
is  given  to  us  in  confidence  it  is  impos- 
sible to  give  the  details  of  their  his- 
tories, or  the  various  painful  steps  by 
which  they  have  found    the    light.  It 
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should  be  enough  for  the  community  to 
know  that  before  the  Lighthouse  existed, 
those  Wind  who  were  not  of  school  age 
or  who  were  unwilling  or  unable  to  go 
to  a  home  suitable  for  the  aged  and  in- 
firm were  hopeless,  but  now,  thanks  to 
the  Lighthouse,  there  is  an  encouragmg 
and  unfailing  haven  of  Light  through 
Work  for  them,  but  this  prospect  of  use- 
fulness and  service  can  only  be  kept  open 
with  the  aid  of  the  public.  We  have 
proved  our  worth.  Sentimental  condi- 
tions apart,  it  is  an  efficient,  well-regu- 
lated business,  turning  waste  into  useful- 
ness, anguish  into  contentment,  idleness 
into  thrift,  but  it  all  requires  money.  We 
need  money  for  running  expenses,  and  if 
these  are  not  forthcoming  our  usefulness 
must  be  curtailed. 

SIGHT  SAVED  AND  LIFE  SAVED. 

Perhaps  the  best  thing  for  us  to  say  of 
our  service  is  that  recently  in  one  week's 
time  we  had  the  great  privilege  of  seeing 
five  cases  of  blindness  which,  as  our  ocu- 
list said,  we  had  "cured."  Two  of  these 
cases  were  fine,  robust  boys  of  about 
eleven  and  twelve,  whom  we  had  seen  be- 
fore their  first  visit  to  the  clinic,  appar- 
ently blind  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The 
tragedy  was  depressing,  even  to  us  who 
are  so  used  to  blindness.  One  who  be- 
came a  Lighthouse  Scout  was  an  enter- 
prising, enthusiastic  youngster.  On  his 
last  visit  to  the  Lighthouse  he  could  read 
even  the  finest  printing,  and  when  the 
doctor  said  to  him,  "You  are  no  longer 
blind,"  his  first  question  was,  "Can  I 
leave  the  blind  classes?  May  I  go  with 
the  seeing  boys?"  The  answer  was 
"Yes."  These  two  lads  left  the  Light- 
house to  start  their  lives  in  the  seeing 
world. 

So  much  for  sight-saving.  As  to  life- 
saving,  the  Lighthouse  is  proud  of  what 
it  has  been  permitted  to  do  in  this  radical 
helpfulness.  In  the  seven  years  which 
we  have  served,  we  have  saved  fourteen 
lives.  Fourteen  disheartened  men  and 
women  came  to  us — wishing  to  die — 
many  of  them  having  tried  to  do  away 
with  themselves  in  the  usual  manner  of 
suicides,  some  with  pistols,  others  with 


poison  or  by  drowning.  All  these  sad, 
distraught,  unnerved  people  were  taught 
by  the  Lighthouse  to  find  "Light  through 
Work,"  coupled  with  new  self-confidence 
and  self-respect.  Eight  of  them  became 
entirely  self-supporting,  and  a  small 
number  still  turn  to  the  Lighthouse  with 
a  helping  hand. 

OUR  NEEDS. 

We  want  a  small  fund  for  relief  and 
emergencies  and  a  little  capital  for  guides 
and  carfares,  and  we  want  a  sum  to  per- 
mit the  use  of  our  swimming  pool. 

We  want  a  beautiful  organ  to  paint 
pictures  in  tone  colors  for  our  blind.  We 
need  also  a  good  piano.  A  small  Stein- 
way  is  our  dream. 

We  are  in  great  need  of  a  small  fund 
to  buy  essential  things  for  our  clinic;  to 
furnish  glasses  and  glass  eyes  to  the 
blind. 

We  want  to  pay  off  our  debt  on  the 
Lighthouse  of  about  $32,000,  and  $8,000 
owing  otherwise. 

We  want  to  pay  off  our  mortgage  of 
$35,000.  It  takes  a  regular  dole  of  in- 
terest, which  could  be  far  better  spent. 
We  want  also  the  $225,000  necessary  for 
a  working  capital.  $25,000  of  this  has 
been  promised  us  by  a  friend  if  we 
can  raise  the  rest  of  the  sum  by  June. 

We  long  for  a  model  clinic.  Who 
will  give  us  one? 

HOW  CONTRIBUTIONS  BECOME  MEMORIALS. 

There  are  many  beautiful  ways  in 
which  we  can  apply  gifts.  What  could 
be  more  appropriate  than  to  make  per- 
manent the  memory  and  the  good  deeds 
of  a  dear  relative  or  friend,  who  has 
gone  hence,  than  a  sum  donated  to  per- 
petually bringing  Light  into  Darkness? 

The  tragic  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Isadore  Strauss  brought  to  the  Light- 
house a  Memorial  Fund.  Before  he 
sailed  on  the  Titanic  Mr.  Strauss  had 
directed  that  this  should  be  paid  into  the 
Lighthouse.  This  thought  of  his  is  par- 
ticularly appreciated  by  the  workers,  as 
they  realize  what  the  recognition  of  such 
wise  and  public-spirited  people  mean  to 
the  blind. 
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One  of  our  first  gifts  was  a  beautiful 
memorial  to  a  mother,  the  income  of 
which  is  to  bring  light  to  the  ill  and  in- 
firm blind  women  who  are  housebound  in 
their  poor  and  cheerless  homes.  This 
fund  sends  home  teachers  regularly,  ti 
bring  cheer  and  help  to  these  unfortunate 
ones.  By  their  ministrations  their  lives 
are  made  bearable  and  happier.  In  many 
instances  they  feel  as  one  woman  said, 
"I  count  the  minutes  until  the  home 
teacher  comes  again.    She  is  my  light." 

Another  friend  gave  a  sum  to  be  spent 
on  the  Lighthouse  and  paid  for  the  brick 
and  the  structure  which  encircles  the 
Lamp  Room,  where  so  many  tragedies 
enter  to  seek  the  light  and  so  many  con- 
soled and  happy  blind  people  leave, 
nerved  to  fight  their  battles  in  the  dark. 

V^E  CAN   USE  ANYTHING. 

We  can  use  anything,  from  your  old 
shoes,  theater  tickets  or  automobiles ; 
From  a  five-cent  piece  to  a  million  dol- 
lar check.  An  investment  with  us  in- 
sures 75  per  cent,  on  the  dollar. 

OUR  GUARANTEE. 

A  prudent,  far-seeking  business  man 
said : 

"I  need  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  far  more  than  it  needs  me.  I 
never  got  so  much  before  out  of  any  in- 
vestment. From  a  hard  cash  point  of 
view  it  yields  me  75  per  cent,  on  every 
dollar.  As  most  of  the  staff  is  blind ; 
therefore  every  cent  spent  on  their 
salaries  goes  directly  to  the  efficient 
blind  themselves,  who  help  other  blind 
people.  I  get  a  double  return  for  my  out- 
lay, in  happiness.    The  greatest  is  the 


happiness  which  I  see  as  the  direct  re- 
sult of  my  expenditure,  but  a  large 
amount  is  the  recoil  of  the  happiness 
which  I  find  myself  having  in  helping  to 
keep  the  light  burning  for  the  blind." 

What  is  true  of  this  man  is  per- 
haps TRUE  OF  YOU.  We  GUARANTEE 
happiness,  and  RETURN  YOUR  MONEY  IF 
WE  don't  PRODUCE  IT  ! 

There  is  no  risk ;  won't  you  place  an 
investment  in  happiness  with  us?  Checks 
payable  to  The  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind. 

IMAGINE    YOURSELF    BLIND    AND  WHAT 
WE  COULD  DO  FOR  YOU. 

We  have  put  this  proposition  to  you 
from  a  business  point  of  view.  We 
beg  every  one  who  has  the  privilege 
of  sight  with  which  to  read  this  report, 
to  consider  for  one  moment  what  it 
would  mean  to  suddenly  have  the  printed 
page  fade  away  and  to  sit  in  total  dark- 
ness without  the  hope  of  its  lifting. 

On  behalf  of  the  blind,  close  your  eyes 
for  five  minutes,  and  think  during  that 
time  what  it  would  mean  to  be  alone, 
friendless,  and  without  opportunity  in 
vour  blindness.  Think  what  the  Light- 
house would  mean  to  you  then.  Someone 
to  tell  you  what  you  could  do  despite 
your  handicap,  to  keep  you  sane,  to  put 
eyes  in  your  finger  tips,  and  to  give  you 
back  the  interests  and  occupations  which 
vou  seemed  to  have  lost  with  your  sight. 
When  you  have  thought  this  over,  give 
yourself  the  privilege  of  service.  Write 
us  the  largest  check  that  you  possibly 
can,  and  then  come  to  the  Lighthouse 
and  help  us  bv  vour  good  will,  and  by 
interesting  your  friends  in  our  efforts  to 
find  Light  through  Work. 
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A   TEACHER,   HERSELF  BLIND,  READING  THE   NOTES   WITH   HER  LEFT 
HAND  WHILE  SHE  GUIDES  HER  BLIND  PUPIL'S  FINGER 
WITH  THE  OTHER 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Photograph  by  Dr.  Arnold  Genthe 


Iln  flDemodam. 


A  GREAT  LIFE — GERTRUDE  E.  BINGHAM. 

As  brave  as  she  was  fragile,  as  heroic 
as  she  was  modest,  Miss  Gertrude  Bing- 
ham left  the  work  which  owes  so  much 
to  her,  to  find  that  light  which  no  ad- 
versity can  dim. 

Though  young,  her  life  had  been  one 


efficient  enough  to  inaugurate  the  work 
for  the  blind  children  of  the  public 
schools  of  New  York,  Miss  Gertrude 
Bingham  was  selected  for  that  task.  The 
difficulties  with  which  she  had  to  cope 
cannot  be  grasped  except  by  those  who 
knew  intimately  the  obstacles  which  she 


MISS  GERTRUDE  E.  BINGHAM 

THE    PIONEER    INSPECTOR    OF  THE    BLIND    IN    THE    PUBLIC    SCHOOLS   OF  NEW 
THROUGH  HER  DEVOTION  THE  UNPRECEDENTED  SUCCESS  OF  THIS 
VITAL  WORK   FOR   BLIND   CHILDREN   IS    LARGELY  DUE. 


of  continuous  giving,  as  beautiful  in  its 
home  ministration  as  in  her  outside  ser- 
vice. We  can  only  touch  here  on  what 
she  did  for  the  blind  children  of  New 
York. 

When  the  public  schools  were  con- 
sidering whom  they  could  find  who  was 


had  to  encounter.  She  set  about  her 
work  and  in  two  years  175  blind  child- 
ren were  in  the  public  schools,  and  some 
of  her  pupils  had  gained  honors  in  schol- 
arship and  in  athletics,  which  they  se- 
cured in  competition  with  their  seeing 
class-mates. 
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HEK  HEAVY  TASK. 

Miss  Bingham  worked  not  only  to 
overcome  the  ignorance  and  objections 
of  parents  to  letting  their  blind  children 
work  together  with  the  seeing,  but  she 
had  to  actually  persuade  the  children 
themselves  that  they  wanted  to  profit  by 
the  opportunities  which  she  offered. 
Often  it  took  long  and  patient  teaching 
of  both  relatives  and  children  before 
Miss  Bingham  could  secure  the  boy  or 
girl  in  whose  abilities  and  happiness  she 
was  so  deeply  interested.  Time  after  time 
this  tried  faithful  worker  would  climb 
the  steep  flights  of  tenement  house  stairs 
until  she  found  the  opposing  guardians 
and  convinced  them.  Patiently  she  would 
sit  down  in  the  stifling,  ill-ventilated 
room  and  ingratiate  herself  until  at  last 
she  won  her  point  and  the  child  was 
rescued  from  a  long  life  of  idle  depen- 
dence and  ignorance. 

She  was  not  content  merely  to  do  her 
duty  as  it  would  have  been  required  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  but  she  had  the 
poetry  and  imagination  to  develop  her 
task  to  a  point  to  which  only  these  quali- 
ties could  possibly  lift  it.  Through  her 
influence  the  children  became  besides  in- 
dustrious, happy  students,  dancers  and 
athletes,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  Light- 
house, though  she  herself  was  ill,  her 
pupils  acted  with  great  spirit  and  talent 
a  little  play  which  was  the  first  thing  of 
the  kind  that  had  been  done  in  Ne.v 
York.    (  See  frontispiece.) 

HER  WIDE  SYMPATHIES. 

With  art,  resourcefulness  and  enter- 
prise, ]\Iiss  Bingham  discharged  her  du- 
ties and  helped  by  co-operating  in  the 
work  of  others. 

Her  friendliness  for  the  Association 
made  each  new  effort  of  ours  for  the 
children  a  pleasure  to  her  and  to  us. 
She  welcomed  our  publication  of  "The 
Searchlight" — our  magazine  sent  out 
from  the  Lighthouse  for  children,  and 
accepted  the  role  of  Postmistress  on 
its  Editorial  staff.  Bv  her  humor  and  in- 
terest .she  made  our  burdens  delightfully 
easy  to  carry.    She  helped  us  greatlv  at 


the  Blind  Workers'  Exhibition,  held  at 
the  Metropolitan  Opera  House.  The  ex- 
hibit there  of  blind  public  school  children 
made  one  of  the  most  interesting  features 
of  the  programme.  She  came  to  the 
meetings  of  the  Lighthouse  workers  and 
helped  in  the  organization  of  all  our  work 
for  summer  classes,  in  our  troops  of 
blind  Scouts  and  Camp  Fire  Girls.  She 
earnestly  aided  Dr.  Alger  to  start  our 
first  clinic.  She  was  interested  in  the 
new  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  and 
was  one  of  the  first  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  in  1913.  She 
would  doubtless  have  achieved  distinc- 
tion also  in  this  pioneer  work  had  it  been 
so  ordered. 

Only  those  who  knew  her  and  had  the 
privilege  of  coming  in  contact  with  her 
personality  can  appreciate  what  a  great 
boon  and  inspiration  it  was  to  all  work- 
ers. 

BROKEN  DOWN  BY  HER  WORK. 

Although  her  going  was  premature 
and  largely  caused  by  the  great  sacrifice 
of  strength  and  health  which  she  gave 
to  her  task,  she  opened  a  new  horizon  for 
the  blind  children.  She  lifted  her  work 
to  such  a  high  plane  of  efficiency  and 
interpreted  it  in  such  a  generous  and 
fair-minded  manner  that  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult for  her  successors  to  keep  up  her 
standard.  In  establishing  that  standard 
she  has  not  only  set  an  example  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  but  to  all  the  world 
of  how  to  make  out  of  the  blind  children, 
instead  of  dependent,  semi-efficient  hu- 
man beings,  intelli  ent  and  able  citizens, 
who  may  well  rejoice  in  their  privilege 
of  finding  and  giving  Light  Through 
Work.  The  loss  to  the  country  as  well 
as  to  the  Association  of  such  an  inspirino 
pioneer  and  whole-souled  co-operator  is 
irretrievable,  but  the  blind  children  will 
long  follow  the  Light  which  she  gave 
them. 

REOUIEil   BY  A  CHILD. 

A  touching  little  poem,  written  carefully 
reverently  in  Braille,  on  the  death  of 
Miss  Bingham,  was  received  at  the  Light- 
house. The  writer  is  a  seventeen-vear- 
old  girl  from  a  typical  East  Side  family. 
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After  speaking-  of  the  brave  pioneer,  that 
friend  who  had  found  light  for  the  blind 
children,  the  poem  concludes  : 

"Each  step  of  success  that  we  make  will 
unfold. 

That  through  thee  we  have  won  all  our 
glory." 

DR.   JOHN   SHAW  EILLINGS. 

In  the  death  of  Dr.  Billings  we  lost 
one  of  our  first  officers  and  friends.  He 
was  particularly  interested  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Lighthouse  and  his  ex- 
perience in  vast  building  enterprises 
made  his  advice  and  help  of  great  value. 
He  was  an  honorary  member  of  our 
Building  Committee  and  we  owe  largely 
to  him  the  excellent  ventilation  of  our 
swimming  pool,  which  he  insisted  should 
open  directly  to  the  sky  and  not  be  be- 
neath the  building,  according  to  the  plans 
which  he  studied  and  which  were  dis- 
cussed with  him.  In  many  other  ways 
Dr.  Billings  helped  our  youthful  organi- 
zation. We  are  grateful  to  him  and  we 
shall  miss  him. 


GENERAL  JONES. 

We  regret  the  loss  of  one  of  our  offi- 
cers, the  Hon.  Edward  F.  Jones,  who 
died  recently.  Governor  Jones,  who 
had  been  a  friend  of  Lincoln  and 
was  known  to  fame  as  "Jones,  he  pays 
the  Freight,"  became  totally  blind  a 
little  before  the  Association  came  into 
being.  He  was  one  of  its  first  officers. 
At  the  time  we  first  knew  him  he  was 
not  reconciled  to  his  blindness.  Later  he 
mastered  his  handicap  to  a  great  extent. 
He  became  thoroughly  interested  in  the 
campaign  for  Light  through  Work. 

During  our  State  campaign  for  start- 
ing new  Light-Giving  enterprises  for  the 
blind,  he  was  enthusiastic  in  finding 
work  for  them,  and  became  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  to  Help  the  Blind  to  Help 
Themselves  in  Binghamton.  He  made 
every  efYort  to  attend  our  public  meeting-^ 
and  was  never  known  to  fail  in  interest 
or  sympathy  for  the  needy  blind.  His 
bravery  and  devotion  to  his  high  stand- 
ards of  life  were  helps  to  all  who  knew 
him. 


©fficers  H)eceaseD 

Dr.  John  Shaw  Billings  General  Edward  F.  Jones 

Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne  Clemens  Mr.  John  Harsen  Rhoades 
Dr.  Richard  II.  Derby  Mr.  J.  Hampden  Robb 

The  Hon.  Smith  Ely  The  Hon.  Carl  Schurz 

Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gilder,  President 


programme 


Hymn  to  Liberty  By  Mr.  Arthur  Farwell,  Supervisor  of  Municipal  Music 

By  a  Chorus  of  Blind  Co-operators  of  the  Association 
Drilled  by  Mrs.  John  R.  McArthur 

PLAYER  MONSEIGNEUR  I\L  J.  LAVELLE 

Presentation  of  Gavel  to  Mk.  Choaie  in  behalf  of  the  Lighthouse  Crew  and  of  the 

Blind  Women's  Club. 
By  Miss  Nellie  Brown,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Club  and  blind 
stenographer  of  the  Lighthouse  staff. 
The  gavel  was  made  by  a  blind  cabinet  maker. 

Address  THE  HONORABLE  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE 

Address.  ..  .MR.  EBEN  P.  MORFORD,  President  of  the  American  Workers  for  the  Blind 
"What  the  Association's  Work  Means  for  the  Blind." 

Reading  from  the  Scriptures  RABBI  H.  E.  ENELOW  of  Temple  Emanuel 

Address  DR.  WILLIAM  H.  MAXWELL,  City  Superintendent  of  Schools 

"What  the  Association  Has  Done  for  the  Blind  Children." 
Address.  .}»IR.  WILLIAM  I.  SCANDLIN,  President  of  the  BUnd  Men's  Improvement  Club 

"The  Future  of  the  Association.'' 

Song— "Invictus"    Henley-Huhn 

Sung  by  Mr.  William  Ressnikoff 
The  composer,  Mr.  Bruno  Huhn,  has  kindly  volunteered  his  services  at  the  piano. 

Address  .DR.  JOHN  H.  FINLEY,  President  of  the  Association 

"The  Origin  and  Needs  of  the  Association." 

Address  MISS  HELEN  KELLER,  Honorary  Vice-President  of  the  Association 

Address  PRESIDENT  TAFT 

Address  MISS  WINIFRED  HOLT,  Secretary  of  the  Association 

Song— "Allah"   Chadwick 

Mr.  Ressnikoff 

Benediction  '....THE  BISHOP  OF  NEW  YORK 


THE  BLIND  UNCHAINED 

A  Miracle  Play  by  Carolyn  Wells  and  Winifred  Holt. 
Acted  by  Blind  Public  School  Children,  impersonating  the  following  characters  : 
THE  BLIND  LOVE  WORK 

JUSTICE  RICHES  LIGHT 

The  players  have  been  rehearsed  most  graciously  by  Miss  Edith  Wynne  Mathison  and 
Mrs.  Edwin  H.  Blashfield. 


To  conclude  the  programme  a  detachment  of  Lighthouse  Scouts  will  fall  in  and  salute 
the  colors,  and  the  audience  will  please  join  in  singing  "America." 

The  Lighthouse  will  then  be  open  for  inspection  and  the  blind  broom-makers,  chair  caners, 
weavers,  basket-makers,  potters,  masseurs,  barbers,  stenographers,  typists,  readers,  and 
writers  may  be  seen  at  work. 

The  bowling  alleys,  gymnasium  and  roof  garden  will  also  be  open. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Association  may  be  found  at  the  Lighthouse  Thursday  afternoons 
after  four,  or  by  appointment. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  SPEECHES 
AT  OPENING  OF  THE  NEW  LIGHTHOUSE 
BY  PRESIDENT  TAFT. 


We  wish  there  were  space  to  give  all 
the  speeches  in  full  in  this  report  and  to 
give  you  an  adequate  idea  of  the  enthusi- 
asm shown.  President  Taft,  Miss  Helen 
Keller,  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  Dr.  William 
H.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Wm.  I.  Scandlin,  Mr. 
Eben  P.  Morford  and  Dr.  John  H. 
Finley  all  made  addresses.  Monsigneur 
Lavelle  made  the  opening  prayer.  Rabbi 
Enlow  read  from  the  Scriptures  and  the 
Bishop  Co-ad jutor  of  New  York  gave 
the  benediction.  There  was  a  miracle 
play  acted  by  blind  Public  School  chil- 
dren, and  sympathetic  singing  by  the 
blind.  As  far  as  we  know,  the  most  am- 
bitious thing  of  the  sort  done  in  this 
State,  and  entirely  successful.  Mr. 
Choate  said  "This  is  a  long  program  of 
short  speeches." 

THE  HON.  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE 
further  said,  in  part: 

"Although  this  is  one  of  the  gloom- 
iest and  darkest  of  days  that  we  have 
seen,  to  these  blind  people  it  is  the 
brightest  day  in  all  their  lives,  because 
at  last  they  have  a  home  in  which  they 
can  work,  and  play,  and  dance,  and  sing, 
and  be  as  happy  as  any  people  in  the 
world. 

"I  should  have  liked  to  have  said 
something  about  the  people  to  whom  this 
institution  is  chiefly  indebted,  but  I  will 
leave  that. 

"Let  me  say  tliat  one  of  its  first  Presi- 
dents, I  believe,  was  that  venerable  fel- 
low citizen  of  ours,  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott. 
He  is  a  venerable  missionary  who  all 
Lis  life  has  been  like  the  turkey  on  the 
spit,  going  around  and  doing  good. 

"And  then  we  had  Richard  Watson 
Gilder,  not  only  one  of  our  rare  poets, 
but  one  of  the  most  practical  philan- 
thropists that  New  York  has  ever  had. 
He  was  always  ready  for  any  good  work 
in  the  way  of  public  service,  and  for 
anything  that  tended  to  the  welfare  of 
mankind. 


"Now  we  have  Dr.  Finley,  who  is  not 
only  President  of  a  college  with  four 
thousand  boys  who  need  attention  all 
the  time,  but  who  has  time  to  come  to 
the   Lighthouse   to   shed   more  light. 

"And  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors 
that  we  have  ever  had  is  Miss  Helen 
Keller.  She  is  going  by-and-by  to  make 
an  address  to  you  

"One  of  our  greatest  beenfactors  has 
been  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

"This  is  the  third  time  that  he  has  left 
Washington,  and  all  its  attractions  and 
all  its  distresses,  to  come  here  and  help 
the  Association  for  the  Blind  of  the 
City  of  New  York.  He  came  to  the  lay- 
ing of  the  cornerstone  of  this  building 
on  one  of  the  wintriest  days  we  have  ever 
had.  He  came  to  the  fair  which  we  held 
at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House,  and 
here  he  is  today  to  dedicate  in  his  own 
person    this    glorious  building. 

"But  there  is  one  name  greater  than 
them  all,  and  that  is  the  name  of  Miss 
Winifred  Holt.  This  shows  you  what 
one  woman  can  do,  for  it  is  her  work 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end." 


PRESIDENT  TAFT  said  in  part : 

"To  bring  about  as  near  an  equality 
of  opportunity  for  all  who  are  born  into 
this  world  as  can  be.  That  is  the  reason 
why  we  are  here,  because  those  of  us 
who  are  blest  with  sight  feel  that  those 
who  have  not  sight  have  not  had  as  yet 
a  square  deal  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
those  who  are  in  better  case  to  help 
those  who  are  not,  and  to  do  it  through 
the  State,  and  through  every  other 
agency  that  modern  methods  approve. 

"We  find  in  the  course  of  attempting  to 
help  these  unfortunates  who  cannot  see 
that  we  do  best  for  them  when  we  of¥er 
to  them  an  opportunity  to  help  them- 
selves. By  a  little  aid  in  one  direction 
and  another,  to  enable  them  to  apply  the 
faculties  they  have  not,  we  can  help  them. 

"We  are  here  to  help  those  who  have 
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only  four  of  the  senses  and  have  lost 
the  fifth,  to  make  the  four  do  the  work 
of  five  and  to  enable  them  to  do  that,  to 
teach  them  how  they  can  do  it,  and  to 
find  satisfaction  after  they  apply  them- 
selves to  it  in  the  fact  that  Nature  helps 
them  in  the  very  absence  of  that  sense 
of  sight  to  supplement  it  in  some  way 
by  increasing'  the  intensity  of  the  other 
senses. 

"Now  we  are  here  to  conjjratulate  those 
whose  work  it  is,  at  the  head  of  which  is 
institution,  and  those  who  are  here, 
who  are  to  receive  the  benefits  of  this 
our  friend,  Miss  Holt,  on  having  taken 
a  substantial  step  towards  the  ideal 
which  we  would  form  of  ameliorating 
the  loss  of  one  of  the  five  senses,  and 
helping  with  the  four  senses  to  accom- 
plish what  other  people  do  with  five. 

"My  friend,  Mr.  Choate,  and  I  have 
been  the  figure-heads  of  this  movement 
for  the  last  three  years.  I  cannot  hope 
to  do  that  work  as  well  as  Mr.  Choate." 

MR.  MORFORD,  President  of  the 
American  Workers  for  the  Blind,  said  in 
part : 

"It  is  an  occasion  of  much  importance 
to  a  number  of  us  present  this  afternoon, 
but  it  is  a  great  and  momentous  occasion 
to  the  large  group  of  people  who  are 
looking  earnestly  and  hopefully  forward 
with  ears  wide  open  and  hands  wholly 
awake,  from  the  fingertips  of  which  the 
pent-up  nerve  force  is  fairly  tingling 
with  suppressed  energy  waiting  for  the 
moment  when,  through  the  activities  that 
are  to  be  carried  on  within  this  build- 
ing, those  fingertips  shall  be  endowed 
with  a  keener  sense  of  touch,  and  the 
motto  'Light  through  Work'  shall  burst 
in  upon  their  mental  vision  with  a  new 
and  glorious  meaning. 

"Employment  means  much  to  the 
blind,  but  how  and  where  to  secure  that 
employment,  and  what  shall  be  the 
nature  of  it,  means  much  more.  Surelv 
there  is  a  great  need  for  just  such  an  or- 
ganization as  this,  wherein  the  problems 
of  the  blind  may  be  most  effectiveh- 
threshed  out,  and  I  am  sure  that  you  will 


appreciate  the  truth  of  the  statement 
when  later  in  the  afternoon  you  will  go 
through  the  building  and  see  what  a 
busy  beehive  of  industry  it  is." 

Mr.  Choate  introduced  Dr.  Maxwell 
as  one  of  the  greatest  friends  that  the 
blind  children  of  New  York  have,  in 
common  with  all  the  other  children,  is 
the  City  Superintendent  of  Schools,  who 
has  not  overlooked  the  blind  in  his  care 
for  all  the  rest,  and  has  done  all  that 
possibly  could  be  done  with  them  in 
connection  with  the  public  school  sys- 
tem. 

DR.  MAXWELL  said  in  part  : 
"It  so  happens  that  I  am  able  to  bear 
some  very  definite,  complete  testimony 
to  the  good  work,  the  grand  work,  that 
has  been  accomplished  by  the  Light- 
house. 

"Not  very  many  years  ago  I  had  the 
honor  and  pleasure  of  listening  to  Miss 
Holt  make  her  first  public  address.  It 
was  that  address  on  the  subject  of  the 
training  and  education  of  the  blind  that 
led  the  City  Superintendent  of  Schools 
to  make  a  recommendation  to  the  Board 
of  Education  of  the  City,  that  led  to  the 
establishment  of  classes  for  the  blind  in 
the  public  schools.  We  commenced,  I 
think,  with  some  seven  or  eight  blind 
children,  the  very  first  sent  to  the  public 
schools  by  the  Lighthouse,  and  it  is  from 
the  Lighthouse  that  we  have  ever  since 
derived  our  inspiration  and  our  example 
for  the  work  of  training  the  blind  chil- 
dren. The  cause  of  the  work,  the  inflti- 
ence  of  the  Lighthouse  did  not  end  with 
starting  this  work  in  the  public  schools. 
Ever  since  the  work  of  the  Lighthouse 
has  been  progressing,  and  it  has  been  a 
constant  object  lesson  to  those  of  us  who 
are  trying  to  make  perfect  the  work  of 
training  blind  children  in  classes  with 
sighted  children. 

"Now  this  has  been  one  of  the  most 
interesting  experiments,  this  matter  of 
training  blind  children  in  connection 
with  sighted  children,  that  it  has  ever 
been  my  good  fortune  to  attempt.  I  am 
going  to  tell  you  about  two  or  three 
children,  and  please  do  not  think  that 


Seventh  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Bhnd  59 


these  are  exceptional  children,  because, 
while  they  are  among  our  best  blind 
pupils,  the}'  are  not  exceptional.  Practi- 
cally all  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy 
blind  children  now  in  the  schools  are 
doing  well  and  are  proving  themselves 
good  scholars,  and  are  going  to  make 
Sfood  citizens. 


of  the  house.  She  sat  all  day  in  a  chair 
doing  absolutely  'nothing.  The  chief 
amusement  of  her  brothers  and  sisters 
was  to  strike  her  in  order  to  hear  her 
cry.  We  succeeded  in  getting  her  into 
a  class  for  blind  children.  The  very 
first  day  she  was  there  she  was  taught 
to  make  a  little  bag  with  cord,  and  was 
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Our  pupils  hold  positions  in  the  Hospitals,  Offices,  etc. 
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"Here  is  one  case  I  took  at  random 
from  my  notes  on  this  branch  of  our 
work: 

"A  totally  blind  girl  of  nine  years  was 
found  in  a  rear  tenement.  You  all  know 
what  a  rear  tenement  means  on  the  lower 
East  Side.  She  had  never  been  to  a 
school  and  was  seldom  allowed  outside 


allowed  to  take  it  home  at  night.  The 
next  day  she  learned  how  to  make  a 
basket,  and  every  day  thereafter  for  a 
number  of  weeks  she  had  something  to 
take  home  at  night.  Then  it  was  that 
her  own  people,  her  father  and  mother, 
her  brothers  and  sisters,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  poor  little  thing's  life,  began 
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to  treat  her  kindly  and  now  they  are  all 
proud  of  that  little  girl. 

"Two  years  ago  a  totally  blind  girl 
entered  Public  School  No.  17  over  on  the 
West  Side,  Manhattan.  Since  she  en- 
tered, she  has  never  been  absent  from 
school  a  single  day,  and  for  several 
months  she  stood  at  the  head  of  her 
class,  and  she  is  going  to  receive  a  medal 
for  atheltic  work.  When  the  athletic 
meet  was  held  last  year  she  ran  in  the 
relay  race  and  helped,  substantially 
helped,  her  club  to  come  out  the  winner. 

"In  January  last,  only  last  month,  she 
graduated  with  honor  from  that  ele- 
mentary school.  She  entered  Washing- 
ton Irving  High  School,  and  on  her 
graduation  day  she  danced  in  the  folk 
dances  with  her  class.  She  took  part  in 
one  of  the  dialogues ,  and  when  she 
marched  up  for  her  diploma  few  in  the 
audience  knew  that  she  was  blind,  and 
she  wore  a  dress  she  made  with  her  own 
hands. 

"Here  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable 
case  of  all.  We  have  no  class  for  the 
blind  out  in  the  Borough  of  Queens, 
but  there  was  a  boy  living  out  in  Bay- 
side,  some  ten  miles  out,  who  had  been 
in  an  institution  for  the  blind.  He  was 
15  years  of  age  and  had  learned  scarcely 
anything,  though  he  had  been  for  several 
years  in  the  institution.  Hearing  of  the 
establishment  of  our  first  class  for  the 
blind  down  on  the  lower  East  Side,  he 
managed  to  make  his  way  in  to  that  class 
every  day  from  ten  miles  out  in  Queens 
by  means  of  the  railroad  and  the  ferry 
and  the  street  car.  He  knew  so  little 
that  we  could  only  put  him  in  the  fourth- 
year  class,  but  such  was  the  stimulus  that 
came  to  that  boy  from  working  with 
sighted  pupils,  pupils  who  had  all  their 
faculities,  that  he  did  the  remaining  four 
and  a  half  years'  work  in  a  year  and  a 
half.  He  entered  the  DeWitt  Clinton 
High  School,  taking  a  classical  and 
mathematical  course.  He  proposes  to 
do  four  years'  work  in  three  years.  He 
is  still  ahead  of  his  program,  and  he  has 
led  every  class  he  has  been  in. 

"Now  these  are  a  few  examples  of 
hundreds  of  which  T  might  tell  you,  but 


I  believe,  friends,  we  have  gone  far 
enough  with  this  experiment  to  see  that 
the  way  to  train  children  who  suffer  the 
misfortune  of  losing  their  sight,  the  way 
to  train  children  who  are  blind,  is  not  to 
shut  them  up  with  one  another  in  an  in- 
stitution, but  to  keep  them  at  home 
among  their  friends  and  send  them  to 
ordinary  schools.  There  they  receive 
the  blessing  of  being  able  to  work.  As 
I  have  said,  it  is  for  this  great  work,  I 
think  one  of  the  most  beneficial  pieces  of 
work  that  has  been  done  in  the  public 
school,  and  for  the  inception,  and  inspir- 
ation and  the  example  of  this  work  we 
have  to  thank  the  Lighthouse  and  par- 
ticularly its  protector,  Miss  Holt. 

"In  this  splendid  new  building  that  we 
all  admire  today,  the  opportunities  for 
the  Lighthouse  are  going  to  be  greatly 
enlarged ;  but,  friends,  enlarged  oppor- 
tunity means  increased  expenditure,  and 
it  is  for  us,  for  you  and  for  me  to  help 
along  as  we  can,  so  that  that  day  may 
soon  be  realized  which  Mr.  Choate  has 
spoken  of,  when  the  mortgage  shall  be 
lifted  from  this  building  and  a  fund  es- 
tablished that  will  enable  this  society  to 
carry  on  its  great  and  beneficent  work." 

MR.  SCANDLIN,  the  President  of  the 
Blind  Men's  Improvement  Club,  speak- 
ing of  the  Association's  future,  said: 

"I  see  but  two  limitations.  The  one. 
in  the  power  of  the  human  brain  to  con- 
ceive new  ideals  and  to  formulate  meth- 
ods by  which  Opportunity  may  be  made 
more  universal  and  more  practical.  The 
other  possible  limitation  is  indicated  by 
the  dollar  mark. 

"True,  its  shares  are  not  listed.  Its 
dividends  are  not  payable  in  kind.  But 
its  stock  is  non-transferrable  and  its  real 
worth  is  coming  to  be  more  and  more 
highly  appreciated  in  the  world  at  large, 
as  men  and  women  of  wide  vision  are 
more  and  more  coming  to  realize  the 
advantage  of  placing  a  portion  at  least 
of  their  investments  in  those  lines  of 
business  whose  values  are  alone 
eternal." 
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DR.  FINLEY  said  in  part  : 
"I  am  going  to  speak  of  your  needs, 
not  of  the  Association's  needs,  because 
I  think  you  need  the  Association  more 
than  the  Association  needs  you.  I  have 
three  or  four  thousand  boys,  it  is  true, 


I  mean  from  the  lower  schools ;  but  I 
think  he  has  not  kept  up  with  that  boy. 
That  boy  has  already  tjraduated  from  the 
DeWitt  Clinton  High  School,  and  last 
week  entered  the  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York — without  conditions. 


THREE   DEAF  BLIND   GUESTS   WITH   THEIR   BLIND   INTERPRETER  AND 
FRIEND— NEAR  THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


but  I  found  that  my  sympathies  were 
not  complete.  I  needed  the  Blind  Asso- 
ciation much  more  than  the  Blind  Asso- 
ciation needed  me. 

"I  am  very  glad  that  Dr.  Maxwell  has 
told  you  what  is  coming  up  from  below. 


"Now  as  to  your  needs:  I  heard  the 
other  day  from  Mr.  DeForest  that  near- 
ly a  million  persons  go  every  year  to 
the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  to  see 
the  pictures.  It  is  estimated  that  in  the 
year  1911  more  than  one  hundred  and 
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fifty  millions  of  dollars  were  spent  by 
people  in  paying  for  admission  to  the 
moving  picture  exhibitions  in  this  coun- 
try alone,  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  I  suppose,  paid 
by  at  least  a  billion  of  people.  Add  to 
this  the  millions  who  spend  millions,  and 
perhaps  billions,  to  see  the  plays  in  the 
theatres,  to  see  the  games  out  in  the  ball 
fields,  to  see  the  water  down  upon  the 
shore,  to  see  the  trees  in  the  parks,  to 
see  the  mountains  up  in  the  country,  and 
then  ask  yourselves  whether  you  will  not 
get  a  great  deal  more  pleasure  in  this 
great  world  seeing  that  beacon  of  ours 
that  sweeps  around  the  universe  every 
day,  and  ask  yourselves  whether  you 
will  not  get  a  great  deal  more  pleasure 
out  of  your  seeing  if  you  provide  some 
means  for  the  enjoyment  of  those  who 
have  to  sit  in  the  dark  corner  and  can- 
not see  it. 

"This  place  is  the  Metropolitan  Mu- 
seum of  Art.  It  is  the  library.  It  is  the 
park ;  it  is  the  work  shop ;  it  is  the  labora- 
tory where  light  waves  are  transformed 
into  waves  of  form,  waves  of  sound, 
waves  of  perfume.  I  do  not  know 
whether  Sir  William  Rankin  is  going  to 
prove  that  all  of  the  elements  can  be 
transmuted  into  one,  or  one  element 
transmuted  into  all  of  the  others,  but  I  do 
know  this,  that  if  \ou  bring  your  sympa- 
thy here,  I  mean  your  material  sympathy, 
if  you  will  bring  that  here.  Miss  Holt, 
in  this  wonderful  laboratory  of  hers, 
with  her  assistants,  will  transform  your 
sympathy  into  that  which  will  be  as 
precious  to  those  sightless  ones  as  your 
sight  is  to  you. 

"I  ask  you,  I  appeal  to  your  self-con- 
sciousness. You  need  things.  Give  your 
sympathy  in  this  material  way  and  you 
will  be  enabled  to  enjoy  the  things  that 
you  can  see  with  your  eyes  much  better 
in  this  world." 

MISS  HELEN  KELLER  then  made 
the  following  appeal : 

"Mr.  President,  IMr.  Chairman,  ladies 
and  gentlemen :  I  am  indeed  glad  to 
be  among  such  good  friends  of  the 
blind.    I  am  glad  to  be  with  you  in  a 


liouse  from  w^hich  beams  of  hope  and 
comfort  shall  go  forth  to  brighten  dark 
lives.  I  lift  up  my  voice  and  thank  you 
for  the  generosity  with  which  you  foster 
tliis  work  and  all  other  work  for  my 
blind  brothers  and  sisters.  I  am  grate- 
ful, Mr.  President,  that,  bearing  the  great 
weight  of  public  affairs,  you  come  here 
to  lift  one  more  burden,  the  burden  of 
blindness.  My  friends,  I  have  such  con- 
fidence in  your  kindness  of  heart,  I  ask 
you  to  help  us  still  more. 

"I  am  shameless  in  my  begging.  I  beg 
for  more  and  yet  more  beacons  to  break 
the  night  of  blindness.  I  beg  you  to  con- 
stitute yourselves  keepers  of  the  light  not 
only  for  the  blind  of  this  city,  but  for  all 
the  blind  of  New  York  State  and  of  the 
United  States.  Think  of  it !  The  moment 
\  ou  write  your  name  on  a  check  you  will 
raise  a  light  which  shall  shine  far  and 
wide.  Some  shipwrecked  brother  on  the 
coast  of  life  will  be  better  and  happier  be- 
cause of  your  good  deed. 

"I  hope  you  will  help  us  extend  this 
work  and  establish  a  lighthouse  in  every 
city.    I  hope  you  will  work  with  us." 

Mr.  Choate  then  said :  "The  last  ad- 
dress will  now  be  delivered  by  our  in- 
spiration, our  leader,  our  guide,  motive, 
and  the  light  of  the  Lighthouse — Miss 
Holt." 

MISS  HOLT'S  ADDRESS  was  in 
part : 

"Think  for  one  moment  what  happened 
to  the  forgotten  blind  before  there  was  a 
Lighthouse  to  give  them  their  bearings, 
to  set  them  on  their  course  again ! 

"In  an  idiots'  ward  we  found  an  intel- 
ligent blind  child  looked  after  by  a  crazy 
woman.  Young  people  wrote  us  from 
the  poorhouse  begging  to  be  freed  and 
given  work.  We  found  a  strong  engi- 
neer of  32  in  a  poorhouse.  'If  they  keep 
me  here  idle  any  longer  just  because  I  am 
blind  I,  who  have  bossed  gangs  of  men. 
I  will  go  mad !'  he  cried.  Today  he  is 
self-supporting. 

"Because  there  was  no  Lighthouse  for 
her,  a  proud  blind  woman,  to  escape  the 
poorhouse.  shot  herself. 

"Such   were   the   wrecks   which  we 
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Lighthouse  folk  have  seen.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  blind,  forgotten,  drifted  into 
helpless  misery. 

"We  were  driven  to  give  up  every- 
thing to  build  this  Lighthouse.    It  stands 


seven  months  we  have  opened  in  Greater 
New  York  three  model  buildings.  In 
this  new  Lighthouse  our  dream  has  be- 
come concrete,  as  the  architect  could  tes- 
tify if  he  were  here,  but  still  a  heavy 


A  LIGHTHOUSE  POTTER— A  BASKET  MAKER  AND  A  WORKER  IN  RAFFIA 
WHO  IS  MAKING  A  COAT  HANGER— THREE  BLIND  WEAVERS  ARE 
SEEN  IN  THE  BACKGROUND 
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for  opportunity  for  every  blind  man, 
woman  and  child. 

"In  our  less  than  seven  years  we  have 
been  in  touch  with  about  seven  thousand 
blind  people.  In  the  State,  outside  of 
Greater  New  York,  we  have  started 
seven  committees  of  the  Association,  and 
.have  inspired  many  others.    In  the  last 


cloud  oppresses  the  slaves  of  the  lamp. 
We  started  with  a  deficit  of  over  four 
hundred  dollars.  We  have  now  two  of 
our  three  buildings  free  of  debt.  We 
have  had  no  capitalist  who  made  us  his 
hobby,  we  have  had  to  beg  from  hand 
to  mouth,  yet  the  President  is  here  with 
leading  representatives  of  the  Catholic, 
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Hebrew  and  Protestant  faiths  to  show 
their  appreciation  and  to  bless  our  work. 
You  have  shown  that  you  believe  in  our 
work.  If  you  do,  isn't  it  worth  support- 
ing? 

"The  President  of  these  United  States 
laid  the  cornerstone  of  this  building  on 
land  with  a  forty  thousand  dollar  mort- 
gage. That  mortgage  is  still  there,  and, 
in  addition,  we  must  have  sixty  thousand 
dollars  more  to  pay  for  and  equip  this 
building  and  put  it  on  a  good  footing. 
How,  then,  can  our  Lighthouse  Lamp 
shine  through  this  cloud  of  debt? 

"Apart  from  any  charitable  aspect,  to 
turn  waste  into  usefulness,  misery  into 
joy,  is  good  business.  Though  I  have 
told  and  written  them,  two  stories  illus- 
trate this  point:  One  of  our  visit- 
ors hunted  in  an  unusually  poor  tene- 
ment for  a  blind  man.  After  vain 
poundings  on  the  door,  it  was  opened  on 
a  crack  and  a  haggard  blind  man  said : 
T  haven't  got  the  rent,  it's  no  use !'  But 
when  he  assured  him  that  he  was  not 
the  landlord,  our  visitor  was  admitted 
to  the  poor  and  miserable  room.  In  a 
corner,  covered  with  rags,  he  found  the 
poor  blind  man's  gray-haired,  paralyzed 
mother.  Little  by  little  the  story  was 
told,  how  the  blind  son  had  for  some  time 
supported  his  mother  by  his  news  busi- 
ness, but  a  rival  newsstand  soon  destroy- 
ed his  work,  then  mother  and  son  had  to 
subsist  on  haphazard  charity.  The  poor- 
house  seemed  their  inevitable  goal.  They 
could  not  bear  the  idea  of  separation 
when  their  very  infirmities  had  made 
them  so  dependent  on  each  other.  The 
Association  found  the  rent,  a  trained 
nurse,  sent  through  a  sister  organization, 
soon  cleaned  up  the  room,  washed  and 
tidied  the  neglected  paralytic :  the  Asso- 
ciation found  the  necessary  clothes  and 
blankets.  Then  began  the  training  of  the 
man  for  work  which  he  could  do,  parti  v 
at  home.  He  is  now  a  wage  earner.  His 
paralyzed  mother  is  happy  through  his 
success  and  cheered  by  the  frequent  visits 
with  flowers  from  our  Home  Teacher. 
Isn't  that  better,  Mr.  Taxpayer,  than 
supporting  two  people  in  the  poorhouse? 

"A  young  woman  lost  her  husband  and 


her  sight  and  was  left  penniless  with 
three  children.  The  children  were  put  in 
an  institution  and  she  in  the  poorhouse, 
where  we  found  her  hard-working,  de- 
spite her  total  blindness,  but  sorrowing 
for  her  children.  After  much  diplomacy 
from  one  of  our  blind  teachers,  we  ar- 
ranged to  have  her  given  the  bed-making 
and  house-cleaning,  which  she  was  do- 
ing for  the  poor  house,  in  the  Home 
which  sheltered  her  children.  We 
brought  her  to  spend  the  night  at  the 
Lighthouse,  where  she  was  given  the 
necessary  clothing  to  make  her  welcome 
in  her  new  home.  When  we  told  her 
that  after  three  years  in  the  poor  house 
she  was  now  to  be  with  her  children,  her 
joy  was  so  overwhelming  that  we  feared 
for  her  reason.  It  is  service  of  this  kind 
that  makes  one  know  what  gratitude  and 
joy  can  be.  Awful  in  their  intensity ! 
Mother  and  children  are  now  united  and 
blissful ;  the  eldest  child  writes  us :  'We 
all  pray  for  you  every  day.  May  God 
bless  you!'  Isn't  that  better  than  con- 
tinuing to  pay  taxes  for  this  woman  in 
the  poor  house? 

"The  funds  to  erect  this  building  have 
often  come  at  pathetic  sacrifice.  A  blind 
man  whom  we  trained,  gives  us  five 
dollars  a  year  from  his  earnings.  An 
old  blind  woman  gave  us  her  cherished 
velvet  curtain  to  sell.  A  blind  gentleman 
who  is  a  Yale  graduate  (one  of  our 
pupils),  to  our  surprise,  is  making  a 
campaign  to  raise  funds. 

"This  Association  stands  for  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  and  misery  and  for 
ight.    We  have  not  reached  our  ideal; 
we  hope  to  keep  it  so  high  that  it  cannot 
be  reached. 

"We  have  already  proved  our  work 
and  have  carried  our  burden  unflinch- 
ingly, often  falling  under  it,  only  to  pick 
it  up  again  to  press  forward  towards  the 
light.  We  have  striven  earnestly  to  co- 
operate with  all. 

"Whatever  money  you  give  us  should 
yield  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent,  on 
your  investment,  because  such  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  Lighthouse  crew  that  much  of 
our  best  work  is  done  entirely  free  of 
charge.    Also  the  salaries  we  pay  go 
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more  than  one-half  the  time  directly  to 
the  blind,  for  we  have  seventeen  blind 
people  on  our  stafif,  not  including,  of 
course,  the  blind  people  in  our  work- 
shop and  classes. 

"We  have  not  left  a  stone  unturned  to 
make  a  penny  or  to  save  a  penny.  We 
want  now,  in  this  building,  to  devote 
ourselves  entirelv  to  our  task  and  not 


have  to  dissipate  our  strength  bv  begging 
for  much  needed  funds. 

"Close  your  eyes  for  one  minute  and 
think  what  it  would  mean  never  to  open 
them  again.  Think  if  you  were  blind, 
how  3-ou  would  need  our  Lighthouse  to 
teach  you  how  to  be  blind,  to  make  you 
useful,  to  keep  vou  sane,  to  make  3'ou 
glad." 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOYS  SUMMER  SCHOOL  ON  BASKETRY 
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LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK. 
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REPORT  OF  SIGHT-SAVING  SERVICE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSO- 
CIATION FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Our  Association  discovered  long  ago 
that,  while  a  great  many  of  its  proteges 
were  totally  and  hopelessly  blind,  there 
were  a  great  many  more  who  could  be 
materially  helped  by  modern  methods  of 
treatment.  Our  Sight-Saving  service 
began  some  years  ago  in  a  very  small 
way  in  the  effort  to  sort  these  people  out 
and  see  what  could  be  done  for  them, 
through  the  kindness  of  friends  in  var- 
ious hospitals. 

OUR  OWN  CLINIC  JUST  STARTED. 

But  many  of  our  blind  need  pretty 
constant  care  for  painful  or  inflamed 
eyes,  and  this  year  we  have  established 
our  own  clinic  for  the  examination  and 
care  of  our  own  people.  But  we  are 
making  it  more  than  a  clinic :  we  want 
it  to  be  a  sort  of  clearing  house  for  the 
blind,  and  for  those  who  have  blindness 


hanging  over  them ;  a  place  where  they 
shall  not  be  treated  wholesale  as  "cases," 
but  individually  as  human  beings,  whose 
misfortunes  give  them  a  special  claim  on 
our  sympathy.  We  have  tried  to  make  a 
place  where  indigent  people  can  come 
or  be  sent  by  the  family  physician,  the 
teacher  or  the  Social  Service  worker,  for 
examination  and  advice  and  report.  We 
have  been  surprised  ourselves  at  the 
popularity  of  the  idea. 

The  blind  have  come  to  us  from  all 
directions  and  often  in  such  numbers  as 
actually  to  embarrass  us.  We  have  had 
to  tell  many  of  them,  of  course,  that 
there  was  no  possibility  of  help  and  to 
direct  them  into  other  departments  of 
the  Association's  work.  For  some  we 
have  been  able  to  restore  their  sight,  and 
many  others  we  have  referred  to  places 
where  they  could  be  more  conveniently 
taken  care  of. 
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WE    GOT   BLIND    CHILDREN    INTO  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS  WITH  THE  SIGHTED. 

Our  Association  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  in  our  New  York  Public 
Schools  the  modern  method  of  educat- 
ing the  blind  children  in  the  same  classes 
as  the  sighted.  Miss  Bingham,  who  had 
charge  of  the  entire  work  and  to  whose 
vision  and  devotion  its  success  was 
largely  due,  was  an  enthusiastic  member 


IN  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  CLINIC 
The  man,  blinded  by  an  industrial  accident, 
may  recover  sufficient  sight   to   work  as  a 
sighted  laborer.    The  child,  a  victim  of  infant 
ophthalmia,  is  hopelessly  blind  and  must  be 

taught  how  to  be  blind  and  useful. 
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of  our  Committee  from  its  inception  to 
the  time  of  her  death.  Probably  a  couple 
of  hundred  of  these  children  passed 
through  our  clearing  house. 

We  have  not  only  examined  and  re- 
ported on  all  of  them,  but  we  have  en- 
abled some  of  them  to  graduate  definitely 
and  forever  into  the  class  of  those  who 
can  see. 


PREVENTING  BLINDNESS. 

But  we  hope  to  go  much  further  than 
this.  One  of  the  chief  objects  of  the 
Association  has  always  been  the  preven- 
tion, as  well  as  the  alleviation,  of  blind- 
ness, in  fact,  the  prevention  of  opthalmia 
neonatorum  is  one  of  its  first  and  dearest 
objects,  and  of  late,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Department  of  Education,  we  have 
made  a  beginning  on  another  very  im- 
portant phase  of  sight-saving.  There  is 
an  enormous  number  of  children  in  the 
Public  Schools,  who  are  not  blind,  but 
who  see  so  badly  that  they  cannot  keep 
up,  and  not  only  fail  to  get  what  they 
ought  to  out  of  education,  but  slow  up 
the  pace  for  the  whole  class.  There 
are  some  children  with  eyes  so  hopelessly 
bad  that  to  educate  them  like  other  chil- 
dren is  an  injustice  to  the  teacher  and 
scholar  alike.  They  are  destined  to  be 
handicapped  through  life,  and  their  edu- 
cation and  their  future  work  can  be  much 
more  intelligently  planned  if  this  fact  is 
known  early.  There  are  other  children, 
like  the  near-sighted,  whose  eyes  are 
likely  to  be  seriously  damaged  by  the 
very  process  of  education.  There  are 
many  others  who  can,  by  suitable  glasses, 
by  treatment  or  by  operation,  become, 
for  the  first  time,  capable  of  doing  jus- 
tice to  themselves  and  their  teachers  and 
finally  enter  life  with  practically  no  han- 
dicap at  all. 

We  want  to  do  a  little  more  than  our 
share  in  helping  to  solve  the  problem  of 
the  backward  school  child. 

THE  ACCIDENTS  THAT  BLIND. 

A  very  large  part  of  the  blindness  in 
the  world  results  from  accidents  of  one 
sort  or  another  to  workmen,  and  many 
trades  and  occupations  have  well-recog- 
ized  types  of  injury.  To  lose  an  eye 
from  the  impact  of  a  popping  cork  is 
only  an  accident,  though  not  by  any 
means  a  rare  one.  But,  in  the  bottling 
industries,  this  happens  so  regularly  that 
it  has  to  be  considered  an  accident  of  the 
trade,  and  is  guarded  against  accord- 
ingly. The  same  mav  be  said  of  the 
bursting  of  unprotected  water  gages  and 
of  other  similar  accidents  which  so  often 
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destroy  the  eyes  of  engineers  and  ma- 
chinists. The  daily  total  of  more  or  less 
dangerous  injuries  to  the  eyes  of  work- 
men is  something  enormous. 

In  the  various  grinding  trades  the  eyes 
of  the  workmen  are  constantly  being  pep- 
pered with  particles  of  flying  emery,  and 
every  large  shop  has  some  man  who  is 
considered  particularly  expert  in  their 


A  LIGHTHOUSE  CO-OPERATOR 
Man  blinded  and  tatooed  by  explosion  of  bad 
gunpowder.    There  are  hundreds  of  men 
unnecessarily  blinded  in  this  way. 
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removal.  Considering  the  chances  for 
infection,  bad  results  are  astonishingly 
rare,  but  there  are  nevertheless  many 
eyes  destroyed  ,and  many  more  perma- 
nently damaged.  A  much  more  serious 
list  of  injuries  results  from  injuries  by 
larger  bits  of  metal  or  stone  in  foundries, 
quarries  and  mines. 

There  are  many  other  trades,  each  of 
which  has  its  own  peculiar  type  of  injury, 
like  the  lime  burn  and  the  solder  burn. 
Practically  all  the  so-called  dusty  trades 
cause  chronic  inflammation  of  the  eyes. 
There  are  also  many  trades  in  which  the 
workmen  sufifer  more  or  less  permanent 
loss  of  sight  through  the  absorption  of 
drugs  of  one  sort  or  another,  and  the 
number  of  these  is  constantly  increasing 
as  the  complexity  of  our  manufacturing 
processes  increases.  The  list  of  drugs 
is  a  long  one.       Among  them  are  to- 


bacco; alcohol,  especially  wood  alcohol, 
lead,  used  in  so  many  different  industries  ; 
bisulfid  of  carbon,  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  rubber;  nitrobenzol,  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  explosives;  and  some  of 
the  anilin  dyes. 

There  is  a  long  list  of  disabilities  which 
result  from  improper  lighting  of  factories 
and  shops,  and  another  of  diseasees  which 
result  from  excessive  use  or  strain  of  the 
eyes. 

LIGHT  HOUSE  LECTURES. 

If  Americans  have  ever  had  a  national 
Sin  it  has  been  extravagance ;  extrava- 
gance not  only  of  our  resources  but  of 
life  and  of  health.  The  sin  has  been  so 
universal  that  it  has  provoked  a  rea:tion 
no  less  national  in  character  and  we  have 
the  conservation  and  efficiency  movement. 
One  of  the  officers  of  our  Association  be- 
gan years  ago  to  preach  the  gospel  of  the 
conservation  of  vision  to  the  members  of 
his  own  profession  in  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  he  did  it  so  well 
that  that  powerful  organization  with  its 
membership  of  50,000  has  this  year  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  Conservation  of 
Vision  as  a  part  of  its  great  national 
health  propaganda.  It  is  not  intended 
so  much  to  increase  scientific  knowledge 
as  to  make  it  available  to  the  people  who 
need  it. 

Two  of  our  members  are  on  this  Com- 
mittee. Its  work  marches  easily  with 
part  of  ours.  We  believe  it  fills  a  large 
and  important  field.  We  have  therefore 
arranged  for  a  series  of  "Lighthouse  Lec- 
tures" on  various  phases  of  conservation, 
which  in  collaboration  with  the  American 
Medical  Association  we  are  ready  to  fur- 
nish either  singly  or  in  courses  to  such 
bodies,  lav  or  medical,  as  desire  to  utilize 
them.  We  will  furnish  loan  collections 
of  lantern  slides  with  a  lecture  syllabus 
to  accompany  them  for  individuals  who 
are  interested  in  the  propaganda,  or  we 
will,  on  suitable  occasions,  undertake  to 
provide  the  speaker  as  well.  We  shall 
also  have  on  hand  as  many  of  the  pam- 
phlets and  pictures  relating  to  sight  sav- 
ing as  possible. 

(Signed)    Ellice  M.  Alger, 

Chairman. 
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Prevention  of  disease,  rather  tlian  its 
treatment  by  drugs,  is  the  key-note  of  the 
modern  practice  of  medicine ;  and  where- 
ever  proper  opportunities  are  afforded 
for  exercise,  fresh  air  and  rest,  there 
should  be  less  and  less  occasion  for  the 
services  of  the  physician. 

Fully  realizing  the  importance  of  these 
facts,  the  Association  has  put  at  the  dis- 
posal of  its  members,  its  excellent  equip- 
ment for  healthful  recreation  and  exer- 
cise, the  well-furnished  gymnasium  and 
the  very  popular  bowling  alley. 

The  baths  and  the  splendid  swimming 
pool  will  be  very  important  and  will  be 
much  appreciated  adjuncts  to  the  gym- 
nasium and  enhance  the  benefits  derived 
from  exercise,  when  the  Association  has 
sufficient  funds  to  put  them  in  use. 

With  all  that  it  means  of  open  air, 
and  sky  and  sunshine,  the  roof  garden 


has  proven  invaluable  during  the  past 
}ear,  and  some  of  the  classes  are  now 
held  on  the  roof  in  the  squirrel  cage 
whenever  circumstances  permit. 

A  city  institution,  which  aims  in  any 
degree  to  supervise  the  welfare  of  its 
co-operators,  has  much  the  greater  pos- 
sibilities and  wider  opportunities  for  use- 
fulness if  it  has  a  home  in  the  country 
where  those  members  who  stand  in  es- 
pecial need  of  the  change  of  air,  may 
go  and  recuperate  their  health  and 
strength. 

The  River  Lighthouse  at  Corn\vall-on- 
Hudson,  has  in  this  respect  proved  a 
great  boon  to  those  convalescents  who 
have  enjoyed  its  advantages.  The  health 
of  the  staff  and  our  workers  has  been 
very  satisfactory  in  the  main. 

(Signed)    Seward  Erdman,  I\I  .D., 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  WORKSHOP  COMMITTEE  OF 
THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Owing  to  the  much  better  facilities  of 
our  new  Workshop,  we  have  been  able, 
during  the  year  1913,  to  manufacture  a 
great  many  more  brooms ;  to  cane  more 
chairs ;  to  introduce  a  new  industry  for 
the  blind,  namely  the  manufacture  of 
whisk  brooms,  with  encouraging  results, 
and  to  employ  a  large  number  of  men. 

The  total  employment  during  1913 
was  68  different  men,  as  compared  with 
59  different  men  employed  during  1912. 
(All  figures  in  this  report  refer  to  our 
fiscal  year  ending  Nov.  1,  1913,  and  the 
corresponding  fiscal  year  of  1912.) 

The  total  number  of  blind  men  em- 
ployed at  present  is  57,  of  which  26  are 
in  the  instruction  department,  and  31  in 
the  piece-work  department.    This  is  an 


increase  of  blind  men  employed  of  11 
over  1912. 

The  number  of  brooms  manufactured 
during  the  present  fiscal  year  was  81,- 
376,  as  compared  with  52,819  for  the 
previous  year — a  gain  of  more  than  50 
per  cent. 

The  number  of  chairs  caned  during 
1913  was  4,780.  as  compared  with  4,257. 

As  the  broom  and  the  whisk  broom 
industries  pay  the  men  much  better  rates 
than  the  chair  caning  industry,  it  is  seen 
that  the  increase  has  been  in  the  more 
lucrative  employments. 

The  total  receipts  from  sales  were 
$21,155.55,  and  from  this  $10,981.53 
were  paid  to  the  blind  men  subsidies  in 
wages. 

BRADr.F.v  Stoughtox. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE  COMMIT- 
TEE OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


During  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
meetings  of  this  Committee  were  held 
semi-monthly,  but  beginning  with  March, 
the  Committee  has  met  regularly  each 
week,  and  one  or  more  members  are  al- 
ways to  be  found  at  the  new 
Lighthouse  for  consultation.  It  has, 
during  the  year,  considered  265  in- 
dividual cases,  many  of  which  came  up 
for  frequent  reconsideration  and  direc- 
tion. We  believe  that  a  very  increasing 
good  results  from  the  labors  of  this  Com- 
mittee, working,  as  it  does,  with  individ- 
ual cases  and  coming  in  close  contact 
with  the  conditions  requiring  alleviation. 
The  Committee  would  also  acknowledge 
with  thanks  and  appreciation,  the  grow- 
ing spirit  of  co-operation  between  itself 
and  the  various  other  organizations  doing- 
philanthropic  work  in  this  city.  Through 
this  co-operation  much  is  possible  that 
would  be  impossible  without  it.  An  inci- 
dent of  this  may  be  cited  in  the  case  of 
a  man  with  wife  and  large  family,  who, 
first  deprived  of  both  hands  in  a  rail- 
road accident,  a  few  months  later  lost 
his  sight,  partly  as  a  result  thereof,  and 


who  is  now,  through  this  co-operation, 
in  receipt  of  a  pension  and  his  future  as- 
sured until  his  family  become  of  earning 
age  and  capacity. 

Another — An  old  soldier  of  the  Civil 
War,  discovered  in  squalid  home  and  al- 
most blind.  Through  co-operation  with 
the  G.  A.  R.  this  man  was  admitted  into 
the  Soldiers'  Home,  where  he  will  be 
comfortable  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  another 
organization,  an  industrial  loan  of  $75 
has  enabled  a  business  man  to  remove 
into  a  new  and  larger  field  and  to  mate- 
rially increase  his  business  prospects. 

Another  man  of  early  middle  age,  was, 
at  his  earnest  solicitation,  removed  from 
a  public  institution  and  placed  in  our 
Workshop.  Nearly  a  year  has  passed 
and  his  grit  and  enthusiasm  have  made 
him  a  successful  worker,  earning  his  own 
living,  entirely  independent  of  other  aid. 

W.  I.  SCANDLIN, 

President. 

Acting  Chairman  Social  Service  Com- 
mittee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  NEW   YORK  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND. 


We  have  always  made  an  effort  to 
maintain  some  sort  of  a  library  for  our 
workers  and  friends,  but  often  under 
peculiar  conditions.  Some  of  the  larger 
volumes  were  kept  on  shelves  put  up  in 
a  corner  of  a  room  which  was  already 
too  full  and  the  others  were  tucked  away 
in  any  available  nook  all  over  the  old 
Lighthouse. 

When  we  moved  into  the  new  build- 
ing, however,  we  were  fortunate  enough 
to  have  a  room  set  aside  for  the  library 
and  which  could  be  used  as  a  reading- 
room.  But  the  old  shelves  looked  very 
forlorn  indeed  in  the  midst  of  their  new 
and  attractive  suroundings.  One  of  the 
Association's  generous  friends    was  so 


struck  by  the  sad  state  of  affairs  that  he 
immediately  contributed  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  to  not  only  beautify  the  room, 
but  to  change  our  need  from  a  lack  of 
space  to  a  desire  to  secure  enough  books 
to  fill  the  many  long,  empty  shelves. 

We  greatly  appreciate  any  donations 
of  books. 

We  are  again  indebted  to  the  Over- 
brook  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  the 
several  volumes  presented  to  us  during 
the  past  year ;  also  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  for 
welcome  donations. 

Anna  E.  Duffy, 

Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  CLUB. 


Early  in  the  fall  of  1912,  the  idea  came 
to  some  of  us  that  we  might  spread 
some  Christmas  cheer.  The  response  to 
this  suggestion  was  so  generous  that  $15 
was  given  for  ten  dinners,  and  102  toys 
were  distributed  to  children  who  would 
otherwise  have  had  but  little  to  make 
the  day  bright. 

Later  on,  when  the  disastrous  floods 
devastated  the  Mississippi  Valley,  we 
sent  $10  to  the  sufferers  there. 

However,  it  is  not  of  the  philanthropic 
side  of  the  Club's  activities  that  w^e  would 
speak  especially  now,  but  of  our  social 
development,  which  has  been  important 
in  arousing  interest  and  increasing  our 
membership.  To  this  end  several  dances 
were  given  this  year — most  notably  one 
to  the  Irene  Club  of  the  Young  Women's 
Friendly  Society,  on  June  12th.  This 
was  an  eye-opener  to  many  of  our  sighted 
guests,  who  were  perhaps  a  little  sur- 
prised to  find  that  we  enjoyed  dancing  as 
much  as  they.  Then  there  was  the 
Strawberry  Festival  on  June  24th.  This 
was  an  especially  successful  affair.  Upon 
the  roof,  gayly  lighted  with  tiny  electric 
lights,  refreshments  were  served  while 
the  dancing  took  place  in  the  auditorium 
and  gymnasium. 

Nor  has  our  intellectual  development 
been  neglected.  In  the  early  winter  a 
class  in  current  events  was  formed  which 
meets  from  five  to  six  on  Club  nights, 
when  Miss  Alice  Riggs  Hunt  most  kindlv 
gives  us  a  resume  of  the  topics  of  the 
day.  It  would  be  hard  to  overestimate 
tlie  value  of  these  talks,  as  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  a  blind  person  has 
to  meet  is  keeping  in  touch  w-ith  what  is 
going  on  in  the  outside  world. 

A  Committee  on  Literature  has  just 
been  formed  throueh  the  efforts  of  the 
City  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs.  We 


hope  for  great  results  from  this  new 
activity. 

Our  annual  concert  was  unusually  suc- 
cessful this  year,  for  we  nearly  reached 
the  two  hundred  dollar  mark.  Of  this 
sum,  one  hundred  dollars  was  given  into 
Riverlight.  This  seemed  a  fitting  con- 
tribution to  make,  as  many  of  our  mem- 
bers benefit  by  this  delightful  summer 
home. 

It  was  here  that  we  held  our  outing 
this  year — an  outing  that  was  considered 
the  most  satisfactory  in  the  history  of 
the  Club.  The  proceeds  of  our  Straw- 
berry Festival  paid  for  our  trip  up  the 
Hudson,  and  after  we  landed  at  Corn- 
wall we  were  the  guests  of  the  Associa- 
tion. We  were  taken  in  carriages  to 
Riverlight,  where  luncheon  was  served 
on  the  lawn  and  the  remainder  of  our 
stay  spent  in  a  pleasant  walk  about  the 
grounds. 

About  the  last  event  of  the  Club  year 
was  a  reception  given  us  by  the  Consoli- 
dated Gas  Company  at  their  Model 
Apartment,  30  East  42nd  Street.  Seven- 
ty-five members  and  friends  were  given 
a  demonstration  of  the  latest  appliances 
in  cooking  and  lighting.  After  this 
dainty  refreshments  were  served. 

So  we  can  look  back  upon  a  year  both 
pleasant  and  profitable,  and  not  without 
thought  for  the  future,  for  a  number  of 
us  have  seriously  considered  the  merits 
of  the  Sick  Benefit  Fund  in  connection 
with  the  New  York  Association  of 
Working  Girls'  Societies.  To  this  or- 
ganization, we  are  soon  to  be  admitted, 
for  we  never  lose  sight  of  our  aim  to 
foster  independence,  to  broaden  our  hori- 
zon and  to  work  for  equality  of  thought 
and  action  with  our  sighted  sisters. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Gr.\ce  E.  Keator. 

President. 


'TO  BE  BLIND  IS  TO  SEE  THE  BRIGHT  SIDE  OF  LIFE." 

Helen  Keller. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  MEN'S  IMPROVEMENT 

CLUB. 


With  the  coming  into  the  new  build- 
ing of  the  Men's  Club,  a  very  decided  ad- 
vance has  been  made  in  interest  and 
achievement.  The  Club  membership  has 
increased  rapidly,  the  spirit  of  debate 
and  discussion  has  grown,  and  the  Club's 
activities  have  taken  a  higher  level  than 
ever  before. 

Early  in  the  year  the  annual  benefit 
concert  was  given  in  the  Auditorium, 
at  which  all  performers  were  without 
sight.  All  were  professionals  and  each 
was  paid  by  the  Club  his  or  her  regular 
price  for  concert  engagements  in  the 
sighted  field.  The  program  was  a  good 
one  and  was  excellently  rendered. 

The  receipts  from  this  entertainment 
amounted  to  $336.50,  of  which  amount 
$50.00    went    to    artists    and    the  re- 


mainder of  this  fund  has  been  devoted 
to  the  use  of  the  Committee  on  Visiting 
the  Sick,  and  the  payment  of  expenses 
of  the  Club's  Aimual  Outing,  which  was 
held  at  South  Beach  in  July.  To  this 
outing  over  one  hundred  (100)  members 
and  guides  participated,  and  the  day  was 
greatly  enjoyed. 

The  Club  has  held  nineteen  regular 
meetings  during  the  year  and  two  in- 
formal meetings,  both  of  which  took  the 
form  of  smokers  on  the  roof  of  the 
Lighthouse. 

At  Christmas  the  Club  contributed  $15 
for  baskets  sent  the  needy  Blind  of  the 
city. 

(Signed)  W.  I.  Scandlin, 

President. 


THE  WHAT-SO-EVER  CIRCLE. 
LIGHT  SHED  BY  THE  BLIND  COLORED  WOMEN'S  CLUB. 


The  Blind  Women's  What-so-ever 
Club  was  organized  September  23,  1912, 
for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  afflicted 
members  of  the  race,  and  for  their  social 
intercourse  as  well. 

The  aim  and  purpose  of  the  Circle, 
aside  from  their  social  enjoyment,  is  to 
alleviate,  so  far  as  they  are  capable,  the 
small  needs  and  distresses  of  those  simi- 
larly incapacitated,  and  in  whom  none 
have  taken  an  especial  interest,  and  who 
are  not  so  fortunate  as  to  have  some  rela- 
tive or  friend  to  care  for  the  small  com- 
forts they  may  be  in  need  of. 

The  organizers  feel  that  each  member 
so  participating  will  not  only  shed  sun- 
shine where  there  is  darkness,  and 
cheerfulness  where  sadness  and  misery 
are  wont  to  abide,  but  will  increase  and 
supplement  their  own  usefulness  and  ac- 
tivity as  members  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind. 

Since  the  birth  of  the  Circle  a  num- 
ber of  thin?s  have  been  accomplished 
in  keeping  with  the  spirit  and  principle 
:of  the  Circle. 

Namely :  The  giving  of  a  concert  for 
the  benefit  of  the  blind  inmates  of  the 


Lincoln  Home,  from  which  enough  funds 
were  acquired  to  enable  the  afore-men- 
tioned blind  to  receive  a  Christmas  bas- 
ket as  their  ofiiering ;  also  a  surprise  par- 
ty given  in  behalf  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Circle  and  her  aged  and  in- 
valid husband. 

Though  the  treasury  has  no  funds  to 
boast  of,  the  Circle  nevertheless  has  re- 
lieved the  financial  embarrassment  for 
the  moment,  of  a  few  of  its  active  mem- 
bers as  well  as  a  few  of  the  members  on 
their  visiting  list. 

The  Circle  is  at  present  composed  of 
eleven  blind  and  eight  sighted  members. 

The  Visiting  Committee  of  the  Circle 
is  headed  by  Mrs.  Davis.  Of  the  sighted 
members,  Mrs.  Ross  is  the  leading  spirit, 
and  to  her  is  due  much  of  the  success 
of  the  Circle. 

Among  our  talented  members  we  have 
a  soloist,  a  reader,  a  pianist  and  an  ex- 
cellent speaker,  besides  a  number  of 
good  story-tellers,  who  can  really  enter- 
tain. 

Martha  Gaines, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE   MUSEUM   OF  THE  NEW 
YORK  ASSOCIATION   FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Since  the  opening  of  the  New  Light- 
house, it  has  been  possible,  owing  to  the 
large  and  well-planned  museum,  to  ar- 
range and  display  to  great  advantage  our 
many  and  important  exhibits,  which  rank 
with  the  most  important  of  their  kind 
in  the  world. 

We  have  many  new  examples  repre- 
senting the  industrial,  educational  and 
pictorial  progress  of  the  blind,  such  as 
specimens  of  excellent  cabinet  work  and 
weaving  by  the  blind,  the  first  alphabet 
and  books  for  their  use,  bas-reliefs  from 
the  time  of  the  Pharaohs  and  the  Fif- 
teenth century,  illustrating  the  history  of 
the  blind,  and  examples  of  the  work  of 
the  famous  blind  sculptor,  Vidal,  and 
others. 

Our  collection  is  continually  being 
added  to  and  enlarged.    It  is  our  hope 


to  make  the  Museum  as  complete  as 
possible. 

It  is  obvious  how  very  important  this 
essential  branch  of  our  work  is,  not  only 
to  give  the  seeing  public  at  a  glance  the 
history  of  the  gradual  freeing  of  the 
blind  from  darkness  to  light  through 
work,  but  what  is  more  important  it  is 
useful  and  inspiring  to  the  blind,  who 
have  access  to  the  exhibits  and  are  there- 
by greatly  benefited  and  encouraged  by 
being  allowed  to  study  "with  their  ten 
eyes"  the  story  of  their  great  progress 
and  self-help. 

All  contributions  in  gifts  to  help  the 
Museum  are  much  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  Percival  Dietsch, 

Director. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  RIVER   LIGHTHOUSE  OF 
THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


"The  River  Lighthouse"  of  Cornwall, 
N.  Y.,  was  open  during  the  entire 
summer  of  1913,  and  this  our  first  long 
season  was  quite  as  great  a  success  as 
was  anticipated. 

The  first  party  of  our  blind  guests  ar- 
rived in  the  middle  of  May,  and  the  last 
one  on  September  19th,  and  in  all  310 
guests  were  entertained — a  few  only  of 
the  number  being  guides.  The  house  at 
times  has  been  filled  to  its  utmost  capa- 
city, cots  being  placed  in  all  available 
places. 

This  year  a  local  committee  was  form- 
ed in  order  to  interest  the  residents  of 
Cornwall  and  vicinity  in  this  vacation 
home  for  the  blind  (the  only  one  of  its 
kind).  Over  five  hundred  dollars  were 
contributed  to  the  running  expenses  by 


this  community  and  friends.  The  dona- 
tions of  fruit  and  of  work  on  the  grounds 
were  greatly  appreciated. 

Extensive  improvements  were  made  in 
the  plumbing,  necessary  both  from  the 
standpoint  of  sanitation  and  fire  protec- 
tion. 

Only  those  who  have  come  in  direct 
contact  with  members  of  the  various  par- 
ties of  men,  women  and  children,  and 
have  heard  the  words  of  appreciation 
and  the  expressions  of  joy,  can  realize 
what  an  uplift  such  an  outing  means  to 
those  who  for  the  first  time  have  had 
a  vacation  in  the  country. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AlMIRA  V.  PULSIFER, 

Chairman. 


Seventh  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  75 
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WITHIN  A  PERIOD  OF  SEVEN  MONTHS 
THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

OPENED 


THE  NEW  LIGHTHOUSE 
Opened  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  February  22,  1913 
The  New  Headquarters  of  the  Association. 
Including  Sales  Rooms,  Information  Bureau, 
Club  Rooms,  Training  Station,  Gymnasium, 
etc..  Ill  East  59th  Street 


THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP 

For  Blind  Men,  240  East  35th  Street 
Dedicated  October  16,  1912 


GIFT  FOR  THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN. 
Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne  (in  addition  to  former  donations)  $43,090.44 


GIFTS  FOR  THE 


A.  F.  W  $  25.00 

American  Rattan  &  Reed  Manufac- 
turing Co   10.00 

Anonymous    2.00 

Anonymous    5.00 

Anonymous    5.00 

Anonymous   25.00 

Anonymous  (through  H.  Bauman) . .  25.00 

Anonymous  (through  A.  F.  W.)   36.21 

Anonymous    lOO.CX) 

Anonymous   250.00 

Anonymous    1,(XX).(X) 

Anonymous    1,000.00 

Anonymous    1,000.00 

Anonymous    1,000.(X) 

Arnstein,  Mrs.  Leo   10.00 

Auerbach,  Joseph  S   1,000.00 

Bauman,  Henry  J   5.00 

Benjamin,  Miss  F   3.00 

Bibb,  Mrs.  Wilson  Gary   15.00 

Billings,  Miss  Elizabeth   500.00 

Bishop,  Rev.  Samuel  H   5.00 

Blind  Men's  Improvement  Club   25.00 

Bowdoin,  George  S   1,000.00 

Brundage,  Dr.  Albert  H   l.OO 

Campbell,  Miss  Alice   S.CK) 

Chapin,  Miss  Mary  E   100.00 

Choate,  Hon.  Joseph  H   1,000.00 

Church,  Miss  Angelica   10.00 

Close,  Miss  Frances  H   10.00 

Cockran,  Mrs.  W.  B   20.00 

Day,  Mrs.  H.  M   25.00 

DeWitt,  John    25.00 

Erlanger,  Abraham    1,000.00 

Ewart,  Richard  H   500.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Gustav   5.00 

Foster,  Mrs.  Eugene  G   5.00 

Gary,  Mr.  Elbert  H   1,000.00 

Gedney,  Mrs.  Jerome  H   5.00 

Gorse,  William  G   5.00 

Griswold,  Mrs.   H.   E   25.00 

Hearst,  Mrs.  P.  A   250.00 

Hecht,  Jacob   25.00 

Hecht,  Meyer    10.00 

Hencher,  George  D   10.00 

Hermann,  Miss  Hannah  J   5.00 

Hiller,  Mrs.  T   2.00 

Hines,  Miss  Helen   5.00 

Hitch,  Mrs.  Frederick  D   1,000.00 

Huesing,  Mr.  and  Mrs   1.00 

Tohnson,  Robert  U   15.00 

Tones,  Miss  L.  F   25.00 

"Kaufmann,  S.  Walter   10.00 

Kaufmann,  Miss  Sophie    10.00 

Lauterbach,  Mrs.  A.  F   100.00 


AND  MORTGAGE  FUND. 


Learned,  Miss  Clara  E   2.00 

Lee,  Thomas   5.00 

Lewisohn,  Adolph    1,000.00 

Loeb,  Master  Lawrence   2.50 

McKim,  John  A   100.00 

Marr,  Miss  Mary   1.00 

Martin,  E.  S   5.00 

Matthews,  Hugh   25.0J 

Mayer,  Mrs.  Max  W   50.00 

Migel,  M.  C   250.00 

Molloy,  J.  F   2.O0 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Edward  A   25.00 

Morganthau,  Mrs.  M.  L   5.00 

Mortimer,  Mrs.  Campbell   25.00 

Mount,  Miss  Louise   25.00 

Mygatt,  Mrs.  S.  M   200.00 

Nathan,  Frederick   25.00 

Pagenstecher,  Rudolph   20.00 

Packer,  Forest  H   25.00 

Patterson,  J.  W   5.00 

Pearson,  Mrs   50.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler   500.00 

Pell,  Mr.  S.  H.  P   25.00 

Perrett,  George   5.00 

Proctor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  R..  100.00 

Reisberg,  Miss  Amelia   1.00 

Roe,  Gen.  Charles  F   100.00 

Rollwagon,  Mrs.  L.  P   2.00 

Rosenbaum,  SeHg   500.00 

Rothschild,  Mrs.  William   lOO.OO 

Schloss,  Mrs.  A.  P   10.00 

Scholle,  Howard  R   25.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  Alexander   5.00 

Southmayd,  Miss  Emily  F   1,000.00 

Sprague,  Frank  J   1(X).00 

Stetson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  L   500.00 

Stillman,  Mrs.  C.  C   50.00 

Stoughton,  Bradley   25.00 

Streep,  Miller  and  Kessel   lO.OO 

Strong,  Miss  Evelina  K   25.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  B.  A   100.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Frederick  F   1,000.00 

Titus,  Mrs.  Oliver  C   5.00 

Tompkins,  Mr.  Kilbourne   5.00 

Tynan,  Joseph   10.00 

Van  Cott,  Miss  Marv  C   10.00 

Vanderbilt,  Mrs.  William  K   250.00 

Warburg,  Miss  Carola   100.00 

Warburg,  Felix  M   1,000.00 

Wheelock,  Mrs.  George  G   25.09 

Willis,  Miss  Fannie  G   5.O0 

Willis,  Miss  Marv  F   5.00 

Winthrop,  Benjamin  R   200.00 

Wolff,  S.  L   S.OO 

Woolf,  Miss  H   3.00 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  THE  EMMA  L.  HARDY  MEMORIAL  HO.ME— THE  RIVER 

LIGHTHOUSE. 


Astor,  Mrs.  John  Jacob  $  50.00 

Auchencloss,  Mrs.  E.  S   10.00 

Biglow,  Mrs.  L.  H   lO.OD 

Gary,  Miss  Kate   100.00 

Ghild  Lore  Library   20.03 

Glarkson,  Mrs.  Banyer   5.00 

Glothing  Bureau  (through  Miss  La- 
thers)   31.00 

Cutting,  :\Irs.  W.  Bayard   50.00 

Dodge,  Miss  Elizabeth   50.00 

Duer,  Mrs.  John  Beverley   200.00 

Erlanger,  Abraham   50.00 

Ewart,  Richard  H   100.00 

Frothingham,  John  W   50.00 

Hoyt,  Colgate   5.00 

Hunt,  Miss  Alice  R   3.50 

Jesup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   250.00 


Johnson,  Isaac  B   50.00 

King,  Willard  V   20.00 

Lee,  Miss  Pauline   100.00 

Lewisohn,  Miss  Alice   50.00 

Lord,  Mrs.  G.  de  Forest   10.00 

Meinhard,  Miss  M.  H   3.00 

Mersereau,  Mrs.  Jacob   10.00 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  Alfred   100.00 

Parsons,  William  Barclay   lO.OO 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler   500.00 

Prime,  Miss  Corneha   lOO.OO 

Proctor,  Mrs.  William  R   25.00 

Rosenbaum,  Mrs.  F.  L   5.00 

Sage,  Mrs.  Russell   200.00 

Stein,  Mrs.  Fred  N   100.00 

Whitman,  Nathaniel    100.00 


COLLECTED  BY  THE  CORNWALL  COMMITTEE. 


Abbott,   Dr.   Lyman  $ 

Abbott,  Lawrence  F  

Abbott,  Miss  Alice  D  

Abbott,  Miss  Dorothea  V  

Anonymous  

Baptist  Church  

Blind  Friend   

Call,  Harvey  

Cornwall-on-Hudson  Presbyterian 

Church   

Davidson,  Mrs    

Homer,  C.  H  

Ledoux,  Mrs  


10.00 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  

10.03 

50.00 

New  York  Cit\'  Golf  Club  

20.00 

1.00 

New  Windsor  Fresh  Air  Home  

10.(X) 

10.00 

Presbyterian  Church  

5.00 

5.00 

Presbyterian  Infant  Class  

5.88 

5.00 

Proceeds   from  Concert  

69.65 

1.00 

Proceeds  from  Sales  at  Hardy  Home 

6.83 

1.80 

Pulsifer,  Mrs.  Nathan  

100.03 

St.  Thomas'  Church  

5.00 

5.00 

100.00 

10.00 

Stillman,  Miss  Clara  

50.03 

5.00 

Stone's  School  

50.00 

100.00 

BOYS  DRILLING  ON  THE  ROOF  OF  THEjNEW  LIGHTHOUSE 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


CONTRIBUTIONS— GENERAL  AND  SPECIFIC. 


Yearly  Subscriber— $10.  Patron— $100. 

Sustaining  Subscriber — $25.  Life  Patron   (given  at  one  time) — $500. 

Lighthouse  Founder— $1,000. 


Abbe,  Mrs.  Robert  $  10.00 

Abbott,  Mrs.  Theodore  J   10.00 

Achelis,  Mrs.  Fritz   10.00 

.^chelis,  John   10.00 

Ackermann,  Ernest    5.00 

Adam,  x\Irs.  M.  C   lO.OO 

Adams,  Thatcher  M   25.00 

Adler,  Dr.  I  '..  5.00 

Adler,  A.  Sanford   10.00 

Adler,  Jerome  C   10.00 

Adriance,  Rev.  Harris  Ely   10.00 

Afifelder,  Mrs.  L.  J   25.0) 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  James  H   10.03 

Alexander,  Mrs.  S.  S   5.00 

Andrews,  Gwynne  M   10.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1,00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous    1.00 

Anonymous  (from  Detroit)   1.0) 

Anonymous  (Pittsburgh)   5.00 

Anonymous    5.03 

Anonymous    5.O0 

Anonymous    6.00 

Anonymous    7.50 

Anonymous    10.00 

Anonymous    10.00 

Anonymous    10.00 

Anonymous    10.00 

Anon>Tnous  (through  H.  M.  Post)..  15.0D 

Anonymous    20.00 

Anonymous   .*   25.0") 

Anonymous    25.0") 

Anonymous    30.00 

Anonymous   (through  Mrs.  Putnam 

Remsen)    5.00 

Arkush,  Reuben   25.00 

Arnstein,  Mrs.  Leo   10.00 

Atwater,  Miss  Maria  A   10.00 

.\uchincloss,  Gordon   10.00 

Auchincloss,  Mrs.  John  W   10.01 

.\uerhach,  Joseph  S   100.0") 

Auerbach,  Joseph  S.  (Specific)   200.00 

Bach,  Mrs.  B.  V   10.00 

Baker,  George  F   250.00 

Baldie,  Mrs.  C.  (Specific)   6.00 

Baldwin,  S   10.00 

Balfour,  Williamson  &  Co   50.00 

Bamberger,  Mrs.  R.  C   10.00 

Banks,  Lenox   10.00 

Barber  &  Co.,  Inc   10.01 

Baer.  Morris  B   10.00 

Barclay,  Mrs.  James  Lent   10.00 

Bard,  'Albert   10.00 

Barker,  Edward  Day   1.00 

Barnes,  Henry  Burr   10.00 

Barnett,  Jr.,  Mrs.  A.  G   5.00 


Barnwell,  Morgan  G   5.00 

Barrick,  Mrs.  R.  L   5.00 

Batjer,  Mrs.  Henry   10.00 

Battle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Gordon  10.00 

Baudouine,   Mrs.  A   5.00 

Baxter,  Mrs.  Hugh   25.00 

Beaman,  Mrs.  Charles  C   10.00 

Beatty,  Chester  A   10.00 

Becker,  Miss  E   .50 

Beers,  Mrs.  JuHus   10.00 

Behr,  Herman  &  Co   5.00 

Beller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abraham   lO.OO 

Belloni,  Miss  S.  H   5.00 

Belloni,  Mrs.  Louis  J   10.00 

Belmont,  Mrs.  August   10.00 

Bement,   Miss  Harriet    10.00 

Benjamin,  Mrs.  John   10.00 

Bennett,  Mrs.  F.  S   2.00 

Bennet,   D.   S   2.00 

Berger,  George  A   1.00 

Bernheimer,  Miss  Blanche   10.00 

Bernheimer,  Miss  Helen   1.00 

Bernheimer,  Miss  Rosie   10.00 

Bernheimer,    Sidney   50.00 

Bernstein,  Allen   10.00 

Bernstein,  Charles   lO.CX) 

Bernstein,  Mrs.  Milton  L   10.00 

Betts,  Samuel  R   20.00 

Berwind,  Mrs.  Edward  J   10.00 

Biglow,  Mrs.  L.  H   50.00 

Billings,  Mrs.  Frederick   10.00 

Bing,  Mrs.  L   3.00 

Bingham,  Mrs.  George  T   10.00 

Bippart,   A   25.00 

Bishop,   E.   K   5.00 

Bishop  Box  Company   l.(X) 

Black,  Mrs.  Robert  C   10.00 

Blair  &  Co   25.00 

Blauvelt,  Miss  Anna  H   5.00 

Blauvelt,  Miss  Mary  T   5.00 

Blind  Men's  Improvement  Club   15.00 

Blind  Women's  Club   15.00 

Bliss,  Mrs.  Cornelius  N   25.00 

BHss,  Miss  L.  P   25.00 

Bliss,  Mrs.  Robert  W   10.00 

Bliss,  Mrs.  William   5.00 

Bliss,  William  H   100.00 

Bloomingdale,  Mrs.  J.  B   lO.OO 

Bloominedale,  Samuel  J   lO.OO 

Blum,  ]\riss  Estclle  B   2.00 

Bluman.  Mrs.  S.  R   2.00 

Blumenthal,  Benjamin   25.0') 

Blumenthal,  George   25.00 

Boardman,  Miss  Clarinda   S.OO 

Boardman,  Mrs.  Lansdale   5.03 

Boardman,  Miss  R.  C   5.00 

Boas,  Mrs.  Emil  L   10.03 

Bogert,  Miss  Anna   10.00 

Bogert,  Walter  L   5.00 

Boggs,  Miss  Marv  E   5.00 

Bonham,  ]\Iiss  Eleanor  M   lO.OO 

Bonnet,  C.  T.  Kobbe  &  Co   2.00 
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Borg,  Mrs.  M.  1   10.00 

Bouvier,  M.  C   5.00 

Bowdoin,  Mrs.  George  S   10.00 

Bowdoin,  George  S   100.00 

Bowen,  Miss  Roxana  A.  W   10.03 

Bradbury,  Frederick   50.00 

Bramwell,  E.  P   5.00 

Brandeis,  Mrs.  E.  D   5.00 

Brennan,  Edward    5.00 

Brennan,  Mrs.  Michael   5.00 

Brentano's    5.00 

Brewster,  Mrs.  Benjamin   25.03 

Brewster,  George  S   50.03 

Brewster,  Mrs.  George  S   25.00 

Brigham,  Miss  Emma  .• .  5.00 

Bristol,  John  D   5.03 

Brown,  Miss  Augusta  W   2.00 

Brown,  Mrs.  Brookes   50.00 

Brown,  Mrs.  Samuel  W   10.00 

Brown,  Mrs.  Vernon  H   5.00 

Brown,  Rev.  Dr.  William  Adams. . . .  10.00 

Bruce,  Mrs.  Leslie  C   185.00 

Brush,  Mrs.  Joshua  S   5.00 

Bryce,  Miss  Edith   10.00 

Bryce,  Mrs.  Lloyd  Stevens   100.00 

Bryce,  Miss  Mary  T   100.00 

Buckner,  Mrs.  T.  A   5.00 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Edward  M   25.00 

Bulkley,  Edward  M   25.00 

Bulkley,  Mrs.  Jonathan   5.00 

Bunce,  James  H   10.00 

Butler,  Charles  Stewart   10.00 

Butler,  Miss  Emily  0   5.00 

Butler,  Miss  Helen  C   lO.OO 

Butler,  H.  R   3.00 

Butler,  F.  O   5.00 

Butler,  Mrs.  William  Allen   10.00 

Byrne,  James    10.00 

Cahn,  James   10.00 

Cahn,  Mrs.  James  M   10.00 

Cahn,  Mrs.  L   5.00 

Caiman,  Mrs.  Emil   S.OO 

Caiman,  Henry  L   25.00 

Calvary  Parish,  Relief  Department..  15.00 

Cammann,  Mrs.  H.  Schuyler   5.00 

Cammann,  Miss  Susan  G   5.00 

Campbell,  Miss  Alice   5.00 

Cannon,  Mrs.  S.  T   3.00 

Carey,  Samuel   10.00 

Carnegie  Corporation    1,000.00 

Carnegie,  Mrs.  Andrew   100.00 

Carpenter,  Mrs.  Miles   100.00 

Carter,  Mrs.  Ernest  T   10.00 

Carter,  Samuel    10.00 

Catlin,  Miss  C.  V.  R   100.00 

Chapin,  Chester  W   10.00 

Chapman,  Mrs.  John  Jay   10.00 

Cheney,  Mrs.  Knight  Dexter   10.03 

Christian   Herald   2.00 

Clark,  Miss  Ella  Mabel   25.00 

Clark,  Miss  Ella  Mabel  (Specific)..  10.00 

Clark,  Mrs.  C.  M   10.00 

Clark,  Mrs.  Frederick  Ambrose   200.00 

Clark,  Rev.  John  L   10.00 

Clarkson,  Mrs.  Banyer   25.00 

Clarkson,  Miss  Catherine  G   50.00 


Clemens,  Miss  Ida   5.00 

Clements,  Airs.   George   H   5.00 

Cleveland,  Mr.  J.  Wray   10.00 

Cleveland,  :\Irs.  Charles  D   5.00 

Clowes,  Mrs.  F.  V   5.00 

Clyde,  Mrs.  Wilham  P   lO.OO 

Coe,  Rev.  Edward  B   10.00 

Cohen,  The  Messrs   10.03 

Cohen,  Mrs.  A.  N   3.0C 

Cohn,  Louis   5.00 

Colbron,  Mrs.  W.  T   5.00 

Cole,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rufus   25.00 

Colgate,  William   100.03 

Collier,  Mrs.  Robert  J    10.00 

Collord,  George  W   25.00 

Constable,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Content,  Miss  A.  Florence   10.00 

Cornell,  Edward   5.00 

Corner,  Mrs.  R.  C   10.00 

Correa,  Riccardo  A   1.00 

Cox,   Mrs.  Irving   10.00 

Cox,  Mrs.  R   1.00 

Crane,  Mrs.  Jonathan  H   10.00 

Cravath,  Mrs.  Paul  D   25.00 

Crocker,  Mrs.  George  A   10.00 

Crocker,  Rev.  W.  T   10.00 

Cromwell,  Frederick   25.00 

Currey,  Mrs.   J.   B   10.00 

Curtis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  J   10.00 

Curtis,  Mrs.  F.  K   10.00 

Cutting,  Mrs.  W.  Bayard   100.00 

Dallman,   A   10.00 

Daly,  Mrs.  M.  L   1.00 

Damrosch,  Mrs.  Walter   10.00 

DarHngton.  Mrs.  Charles  F   10.00 

Davidson,  Mrs.  DeWitt  A   5.00 

Davidson,  Mrs.  M   10.00 

Davis,  F   10.00 

Davis,  S.  1   10.00 

Day,   Mrs.    H.    M   10.00 

Day,   Miss  Laura  '.   S.OO 

Deas,  Mrs.  H.  L   5.00 

De  Boer,  Mrs.  David  H   10.00 

de  Coppet.  E.  J   100.00 

de  Forest,  Mrs.  Henrv  W   50.00 

de  Forest,   Henrv  W   10.00 

Delafield,  Mrs.  John   10.00 

Dennv,  Miss  .\.  E   25.00 

Despard,  W.  D   S.OO 

de  Wierzbicki.  Count  Vincent   15.00 

Dickinson,  Mrs.  L.  M   5.00 

Diederich,  Miss  Marie  M   15.00 

Dinsmore.  George  W   5.00 

Ditson,  Mrs.  Charles  H   10.00 

Dobbs,  Charles  G   2.00 

Dodge,  A.  Douglas   10.00 

Dodge,  Cleveland  H   250.00 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Cleveland  H   100.00 

Dodge,  Miss  EliMbeth  W   25.00 

Dodge.  Miss  Grace  H   25.00 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Murray  W   S.OO 

Dommerich,  L.  F.  &  Co   10.00 

Donaldson,   William   10.00 

Douglas,   James   100.00 

Draper.  Mrs.  Henrv   10.00 

Drexel,  Mrs.  John  R   25.00 
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Duane,  Mrs.  James  Alay   10.00 

Duane,  Miss  Katherine   5.00 

Du  Bois,  Mrs.  Arthur   25.00 

Duer,  Mrs.  John  Beverley  (Specific)  112.00 

Duer,   M.  A   40.00 

Dun  &   Co   25.00 

Duncan,   Mrs.   James   G   25.00 

Dundas,  R.  W   25.00 

Dunham,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  C   10.00 

Duryee,  Miss  Anna  C   5.00 

Dutcher,  Mrs.  J.  G   5.00 

Dutton,   E.   P   10.00 

Dwight,    Frederick   10.00 

Dwight,  John  E   10.00 

Dwight,  Stanley   10.00 

Dye,  M.  D   .10 

Eames,  Mrs.  A.  E   S.OO 

Earle,  J.  W   10.00 

Edgar,  Mrs.  Herman  LeRoy   10.00 

Edgar,  Mrs.  Howard   2.00 

Edgell,  Mrs.  George  S   10.00 

Edwards,  Mrs.  James  M   10.00 

Edwards,  Miss  Marion   5.00 

Egbert,  Mrs.  James  C   5.0O 

Ehrenberg,  Mrs   5.00 

Einstein,  I.  D   10.00 

Eisenmann,  G.  T   5.00 

Eisler,  Nathan  A   S.OO 

Eisman,    Max   5.00 

Elkin,  Samuel   1.00 

Eisner,  Mrs.  S.  L   5.00 

Elton,  J.  P   10.00 

Elwyn,   Rev.   A.   L   3.00 

Emerson,  Harrington    100.00 

Emerson,  Miss  Josephine   20.00 

Enelow,  Rabbi  H.  J   10.00 

Emmet,  Miss  Lydia   10.00 

Erbsloh,  Mrs.  Rudolph  A   S.OO 

Evans,  Mrs.  Daniel  W   5.00 

Everett,  Miss  Florence  A   10.00 

Ewart,   Richard    H   125.00 

Fahnstock,   H.   C   25.00 

Fairchild,  Charles  S   10.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Arnold    10.00 

Falk,  Mrs.  Gustav   10.00 

Ferguson.  Mrs.  Henry  A   3.00 

Ferry,   Mansfield   5.00 

Field,  Gus    S.OO 

Field,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Osgood   S.OO 

Fincke,  Mrs.  B.  C   1.00 

Finley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H   25.00 

Finney,  Mrs.  Lee   100.00 

Firth.  Mrs.  J   1.00 

Fitz-Simon,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Fisher,  Miss  L.  A   10.00 

Flammer,   Mrs.   J.   George   5.00 

Flannerv.   Mrs.  Joseph   10.00 

Fleming,  Charles  H   3.00 

Flexner,  Mrs.  Simon   5.00 

Flook,   Tilrs.   A.   M   S.OO 

Fongart.  Miss  A.  A   S.OO 

Fowl,    Julius   3.00 

Fowler,  Mrs.  Thomas  Pow^'l   10.00 

Francis,   Rev.   Lewis   5.00 

Frank.  Emil   10.00 

Frankel,    Mrs.    K   10.00 


Frankenberg,   Mrs.   Abraham   25.00 

Feiber,  Samuel   5.00 

Freund,  Mrs.  E   10.00 

Freund,  John  C   10.00 

Freund,    Mrs.   L   2.00 

Frey,  Mrs.  L.  DeC   2.00 

Frissell,  A.  S   20.00 

Frost,   Mrs.   LeRoy...   10.00 

Frothingham,  Miss  Elizalieth   25.00 

Frothingham,  John   W   25.00 

Fuller,  Miss  Emma  L   5.00 

Furness,   Mrs.   C.   B   5.00 

Gabel,  Henry  J   10.00 

Gaillard,  Mrs.  William  0   10.00 

Gambier,   E.   V   5.00 

Gardner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman...  10.00 

Geer,   Mrs.   Walter   50.00 

Gimbel,  Mrs.  Isaac   10.00 

Glass,   Henry  &   Co   25.00 

Glatz,  Charles   10.00 

Glover,  Miss  Harriet  (Specific)....  50.00 

Glover,  Mrs.  James  A   2.00 

Gluck,  David  L   10.00 

Goddard,  Mrs.  J.  Warren   10.00 

Goetchius,  Mrs.  J.  M   5.00 

Goetter,  Leon    20.00 

Goffe,  Mrs.  R.  H   1.00 

Goldberg,  Mrs.  S   3.00 

Goldschmidt,   Julius   25.00 

Goldsmith,  Mrs.  James   5.00 

Goodman,  A.  &  Son   5.00 

Goodwin,  Mrs.  James  J   25.00 

Goodrich,  Mrs.  David    5.00 

Gordon,  Miss  Louisa   10.00 

Gordon,  Miss  Theodora   10.00 

Gordon,    Mrs   6'.00 

Gray,  Alfred  F   5.00 

Gray,    Neil.   Jr   5.00 

Greenhut,  Mrs.  J.  B   10.00 

Greenough,   Mrs.  John   10.00 

Grugan.  Mrs.  F.  C   10.00 

Gtinzberg,  Miss  Cornelia   5.00 

Grinzberg,  Mrs.  Edwin   5.00 

Grinzberg,  Mrs.  Victor   10.00 

Gurnee,  Mrs.  W.  S   lO.OO 

Gutman,  Mrs.  Leo  B   5  00 

Hagen.  Mrs.  Winston  H   5.00 

Hall,  Mrs.   Harold  H   25.00 

Hahn,  Alfred   10.00 

Hahn,  B   5.00 

Hahn,  Jacob    2.00 

Hamilton,  Miss  Farinv  H   5.00 

Hamilton,  Mrs.  William  P   25.00 

Hard,    Anson    W   5.00 

Hardenburc-,  Mrs.  T.  E   10.00 

Harding,    J.    Horace   10.00 

Hare,  J.  Montgomery   10.00 

Harkness,   C.  W...'   100.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Charles  W   100.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Edward  S   100.00 

Harkness,  Edward  S   100.00 

Harkness,  Mrs.  Stenhen   10000 

Harmon,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Harper,   Miss   Elizabeth   F   25  00 

Harper,  Mrs.  Josenh  W   10.00 

Harris.  Mrs.  L.  W   2.00 
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Harris,  Mrs.  R.  B   1.00 

Harris,   Mrs.   Victor   10.00 

Hart,  E.  S   2.00 

Hart,  Mrs.  Harry  C   5.00 

Hart,  William  H   10.00 

Hassell,  W.  M   5.00 

Hasslacher,   Jacob   10.00 

Havemeyer,  Mrs.  Horace   5.00 

Haven   Fund    (Specific)   250.00 

Hayden,  Miss  Mary  L   25.00 

Hayden,  Henry  W   25.00 

Haynes,  Miss  Louise  deF   10.00 

Headley,  Miss  L.  C   5.00 

Heide,   Henry   10.00 

Heidelbach.  Mrs.  Albert   5.00 

Heimann,  Julius   5.00 

Henderson,   Miss    Sally   10.00 

Henderson,  Mrs.  E.  C   5.00 

Henry,  Mrs.  Howard  H   3.00 

Henschel,  Mrs.  E   5.00 

Hepburn,  Mrs.  M.  E.  F   10.00 

Hermann,  Mrs.  Ferdinand   20.00 

Herov.  Mrs.  W.  W   10.00 

Herrick,  Miss  A.  L   10.00 

Herrick,  Miss  Catherine   5.00 

Herschel.  A.  H   20.00 

Herzog,  Miss  Carrie  X   10.00 

Hess,  Mrs.  Alfred  F   10.00 

Hess,  Gelmar    5.00 

Heymann,  Charles  E   2.00 

Hicks,  Dr.  Lawrence,  Jr   5.00 

Hills,  Aliss  Emily  M   10.00 

Hirsh,  Miss  Gertrude    2.00 

Hirsh,    Nathan   20.00 

Hitch,  Mrs.  Frederick  D   50.00 

H.   O.   H   100.00 

Hoag,  Edith   1.00 

Hoe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  M.  . .     .  25.00 

Hoe,   Mrs.   Robert   10.00 

Hoffman,   S.  V   25.00 

Holbrook,  Mrs.  Edward   25.00 

Holmes,  E.  T   10.00 

Holt.   Charles   5.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  George  C. .  2.00 

Holt,  Mrs.  L.  Emmet   10.00 

Holt,  Roland   5.00 

Holt,  Miss  Winifred   (Specific) .  .  100.00 

Hopkins,  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  James   10.00 

Hopkins,  Mrs.  Moses   25.00 

Hosmer,  Mrs.  Edward  S.  (Specific  100.00 

Houghton,  Mrs.  Walter  E   10.00 

Houghton,   Miss  Nancv   1.00 

Houghton,   Master   Walter   1.00 

Howe,  Mrs.  S.   P   10.00 

Howell.  Rev.  John  A   1.00 

Hovt,  Miss  G.  L   5.00 

Hubbard.  Gen.  Tliomas  Tf   50.00 

Huvler,  Mrs.  CD   15.00 

Hvde,  Mrs.  Clarence  M   25.00 

Tkle,  Charles  F   10.00 

Tn  Memory  of  James  Gelbacli .  5.00 

International  Exposition  Co   139.11 

Irvin,   Mrs.   Richard   10.00 

Iselin,  Airs.  C.  Oliver   25.00 

T.  G   1.00 

T.  T.  G.  and  T.  S.  N   1.00 


Jackson,  Mrs.  J.  C   5.00 

Jacobs,  I.  Randolph  &  Co   10.00 

Jacobs,  William  J   10.00 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Wilhs   250.00 

James,  :Mrs.  Walker  B   10.00 

J.  deF.  C   10.00 

Jeffrey,  Dr.  A.  McL   5.00 

Jennings,  Mrs.  Oliver   50.00 

Jesup,  Mrs.  Alorris  K   10.00 

Jewett,   Mrs.  E.   H   5.00 

Jewett,  George  L   10.00 

Jewett,  Mrs.  George  L   10.00 

Johnson,  Isaac  B   100.00 

Johnson,  James  H   25.00 

Johnson,  Miss  Mary  T   10.00 

Jolesch,   Samuel   5.00 

Jones,  Mrs.  Edward  H   100.00 

Jones,  Mrs.  Edward  P   5.O0 

Jones,  Mrs   5.00 

Joseph,  Mrs.  Laurens   5.00 

Juilliard.  Mrs.  A.  D   100.00 

"K.  &  W."   5.00 

Kane,  Mrs.  De  Lancy   10.00 

Kaskel,   Ma.x   10.00 

Kaufmann,  B   10.00 

Kayser,  Julius  &  Co   10.00 

Keller   Printing   Co   5.00 

Kellner,    William   5.00 

Kellogg,  Mrs.  L.  L   10.00 

Kellogg,  Mrs.  Morris  W   25.00 

Kelsey,    Clarence   H   25.03 

Kelsey,  Miss  Rosalie  H   2.00 

Kennedv,  Mrs.  John  Stewart   25.00 

Keppler,    Rudolph   25.00 

Kerr,  Mrs.  Louis  T   5.00 

Ketcham,  Mrs.  John  B   5.00 

Kevser,  Mrs.   Samuel   10.00 

Kilner,  S.  E   10.00 

Kinney,  Messrs.  G.  R   25.(X) 

King,  Mrs.  Edward   10.00 

King,   Miss  Ellen   10.00 

King,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James   10.00 

King,  Willard  V   100.00 

Kingsland,  Mrs.  Ambrose   10.00 

Kingsland,  Mrs.  William  M   lO.OO 

Kissam,  S.  H   25.00 

Knauth,  Mrs.  Percival   10.00 

Knoepke,  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Koenigsberser,   Mrs.   H   5.00 

Kohlman,  Charles   10.00 

Kohlman.  Henrv  C   10.00 

Kohn,  Mrs.  Harry  P   5.00 

Knhnstamm.  Messrs.  Leo  and  Joseph  25.00 

Kops  Brothers   10.00 

Kunshiedt.   Roland   S   10.00 

Laidlaw,   Miss   N   10.00 

Langeloth,  J   10.00 

Lapham,  Miss  Emma  J   2.00 

Lask,  Mrs.  Moses   2.00 

Lasker  and  Bemstein,  Messrs. .  10.00 

Lathers,  Miss  Agnes   10.00 

I.athrop.   Miss   Lita   15.00 

Lauer.  Mrs.  William   10.00 

Lawrence.   Mrs.   Effingham   5.00 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  John  Burling. .  10.00 

Lawrence,   John   Burling   10.00 
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Le  Boutillicr,  Mrs.  Philip   5.0U 

Lee,  Miss  AUeine   15.00 

Lefferts,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H   5.00 

Leland,  Miss  Eufrasia   10.00 

Lienox,   Mrs.   W   1.25 

Levi,  Albert  A   10.00 

Levi,  Emil   S   25.00 

Levy,  Ephriam  B   10.00 

Levy,   Isadore   25.00 

Lewisohn,  Miss  Irene   10.00 

Lichtenstein,  Mrs.  R   5.00 

Lincoln,   Mrs.   Lowell   5.00 

Lind,  A.  E   5.00 

Lindsay,  Miss  Agnes   2.00 

Linnen,  Mrs.  Augusta  M   2.00 

Lippmann,  Mrs.  George   10.00 

Lippmann,  Master  Robert   5.00 

Littlejohn,  Mrs.  L  T   2.00 

Livingston,  Miss  Angelina   10.00 

Livingston,  Mrs.  M   10.00 

Lloyd,  Herbert   5.00 

Lockwood,   Mrs.   E   5.00 

Loeb,    James   500.00 

Loeb,  Morris,  Estate  of   50.00 

Longbridge,  Mrs.  Mary  J   1.00 

Lord.  Mrs.  Franklin   10.00 

Lord,  Mrs.  G.  de   Forest   50.00 

Lorentzen,  Mrs.  C.   C   10.00 

Louis,  Harry   T   25.00 

Louis,  Dr.  1   10.00 

Louis,  Mrs.  J   10.00 

Louis,  Miss  J.  B   5.00 

Low,  A.  H   1000 

Low,   Mrs.   Seth   25.00 

Low,    Seth   lOO.OO 

Lowenthal,  Mrs.  David  H   5.00 

Lueder,  A   5.00 

Luquer,  Mrs.  Lea  McTIvane   25.00 

Lyall,   Mrs.  A   5.00 

Lyons,   S.   M   1.00 

MacKeller,  George  M   10.00 

Mc-Mpin,  Mrs.  D.  Hunter.  Jr   10.00 

AlcClellan,  Mrs.  George  B   25.00 

McCutcheon,  James  &  Company   10.00 

McElree,  Mrs.  S.  E   5.00 

McLane,  Mrs.  James  W   5.00 

McLean,  Miss  Helen   10.00 

McLean,  Mrs.  James   25.00 

McMullen,  Mrs.  David  P.  W   10.00 

Maghee.  J.  Holme   10.00 

Main,  William   5.00 

Mansfield,  Mrs.  Richard   5.00 

Martin,  William  V   5.00 

Martinez,  Mrs.  M.  R   2.00 

Mattlage,  Mrs.  C.  H   1.00 

Maxwell,  Mrs.  Horace   10.00 

May,  Mrs.  B   25.00 

Mayer,   Edward   L   10.00 

Mayer,  Mrs.  Max  W   10.00 

Mead,  Miss  Mabel  C   5.00 

Meeker,  Mrs.  Marv  E   10.00 

Megrue,  Mrs.  S.  C   2.00 

Meinhard.  M.  H   1000 

Meinhard.  Mrs.  M.  H   5.00 

Meinhard,  Miss  Nina   10  00 

Merriam,  Miss  Annie  L   5.00 


Merrill,   Mrs.   Pay  son   10.00 

Mersereau,  Mrs.  Jacob   10.00 

Meyers,  Edwin  L   10.00 

Michlen,  Mrs.  A.  R   10.00 

Middleton,  George   5.00 

Migel,  Ml.   C   50.00 

Milbank,  Joseph   100.00 

Miles,  Mrs.  Alfred  Graham   5.00 

Milligan,  Mrs.  Robert   100.00 

Mills,  David  B   100.00 

Mills,   Miss   Emily   10.00 

Milton,  Mrs.  William  F   25.00 

Minford,  Miss  Agnes  A   5.00 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  John  Murray   10.00 

Moore,  James  J   1.00 

Moore,  George  W   10.00 

Moore,   Miss   Louise   5.00 

Morgan,  Miss  Caroline  L   25.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  Henry  J   10.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  John  B   50.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Jr   25.00 

Morgan,  Mrs.  Pierpont  (Specific)...  100.00 

Morganstein,   Albert   G   5.00 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Edward  A   lOOO 

Morningstar,  L   10.00 

Morris,  Mrs.  Rumsey   3.00 

Morton,  Mrs.  Levi  P   20.00 

Moses,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James   15.00 

Mothers'  Club  of  Port  Richmond   5.00 

Mount,  Mrs.  J.  T   10.00 

Mt.  Nebo  Lodge  No.  257,  F.  &  A.  M.  25.00 

Mulhall,  M.  J   2.00 

Miiller,  Schall  &  Co   10.00 

Munroe,  Mrs.  Chester   5.00 

Murphy,  W.  C   10.00 

Munro,,  Mrs.  John  W   10.00 

Myers,    E.   W   5.00 

Mygatt,  Mrs.  S.   Matilda   100.00 

Nathan,   Mrs.   Frederick   5.00 

Naumberg,  E   50.00 

Neeser,  John  G   10.00 

Nelson,  Miss  V   10.00 

Newman,  Miss  Blanche   5.00 

Neustadt,  Mrs.  S   100.00 

Nicholl,  Miss  Carlotta   5.00 

Nicoll,  Mrs.  Benjamin   10.00 

Niebrugge,  Miss  Mary   2.00 

Niebrugge.   Miss   Annie   2.00 

O'Brien,  R.   (Agent)   14.00 

Oettinger.  N.  B   5.00 

Ogden,  Mrs.  F.  C   5.00 

Ogden,  Robert  C   10.00 

Olcott,  Charles  T   3.00 

Olcott,   Dudley   2.00 

Olcott,  E.  E   10.00 

Olyphant,  F.  Murray   10.00 

Olvphant,  Robert  Morrison   25.00 

Oothoot,  Mrs.  William   20.00 

Opdvcke,Mrs.   Emerson   10.00 

Opdycke.  Leonard   E   10.00 

Oppenheimer,  Dr.  Henrv  E   10.00 

Opper,  F.  B   1.00 

Orr,  Alexander  E   20.00 

Ortega,   Mrs.   A.   C   3.50 

Osborn.  Mrs.  William  C   10.00 

Otis.  Mrs.  George  L   10.00 
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Ottinger,  Mrs.  A   10.00 

Ottinger,  Marx   10.00 

Ottinger,  Nathan   10.00 

Oudin,  Mrs.  Lucien   10.00 

Parker,  Forrest  H   25.00 

Parker  &  Graff,  Messrs   5.00 

Parkin,  Miss  M.  L   10.00 

Parks,  Rev.  Dr.  Leighton   25.00 

Parrish,   Miss   10.00 

Parsons,  John   E   25.00 

Parsons,   William   Barclay   20.00 

Patterson,  Rufus  L   10.00 

Pearce,  Mrs.  Henry   200.00 

Pearson,  Mrs.  Frederick   10.00 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Wheeler   250.00 

Pell,  Rev.  A.  Duane   5.00 

Pell,  J.  D   10.00 

Pen  fold,  Edmund   25.00 

Peters,  Mrs.  N.  H   10.00 

Petrie,  Miss  M.  C   5.00 

Phelps,  Mrs.  von  R   25.00 

Phillips,  Charks  G   5.00 

Phipps,  Miss  A   5.00 

Phipps,  Mrs.  Henrv   100.00 

Phipps,  Miss  S.  M   5.00 

Pilgrim,  Miss  A   5.00 

Pinsch,  Mrs.  E.  V   2.00 

Piatt,  Mrs.  Frank  H   10.00 

Plant,  Miss  Blanche  E   10.00 

Polhemus,  Miss  R.  A   5.00 

PoUak,  Gustav   10.00 

Popper,  Mrs.  Edward    10.00 

Porter,  Mrs.  Clarence   25.00 

Post,  Mrs.  Charles   10.00 

Potasky,  Mrs.  H.  T   1.00 

Powell,   Thomas  R   5.00 

Price,  Mrs.  J.  M   2.00 

Proctor,  Mrs.  William  R   50.00 

Proudfit,  Mrs.  Alexander   3.00 

Prudden,  Dr.  T.  Mitchell   10.00 

Pulitzer,  Mrs.  Joseph   20.00 

Pulitzer,  Miss  C.  H   10.00 

Pulsifer,  Mrs.  N.  T   10.00 

Pyne,  Mrs.  M.  Taylor   10.00 

Rains,  Samuel  E   10.00 

Randolph,  Miss  May  F   10.00 

Randolph,  Mrs.  Theodore   10.00 

Rankin,  Dr.  E.  G   2.00 

Rauch,  Mrs.   William   10.00 

Read,  William  A   100.00 

Reed,  Miss  Elizabeth   50.00 

Redlich,  Alexander   5.00 

Redmond,    Miss   10.00 

Redmond,  Mrs.  Henry  S   10.00 

Reeve,  Mrs.  Frederick  C   5.00 

Reid,  Calvin  P   5.00 

Remensnyder,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  B   5.00 

Requa,  Mrs.  C.  A   10.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Henrietta   10.00 

Rhoades,  John  Harsen   10.00 

Rhoades,  Miss  Nina   25.00 

Richards,  Mrs.  Ehen   5.00 

Richard,  Miss  E   25.00 

Riggs,  Mrs.  ,Karrick   5.00 

Riker.  Miss  M.  M   5.00 

Riker,  Mrs.  William  J   10.00 


Robertson,   Julius   10.00 

Robinson,  Miss  Mary  P   2.00 

Robinson,  Henry  J   10.00 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Thomas  D   10.00 

Robinson,  Mrs.  W   2.00 

Roche,  Maurice   (Specific)   100.00 

Rockefeller,  Mrs.  John  D   25.00 

Rodewald,  Mrs.  F.  L   10.00 

Rodgers,  Miss  H.  H   25.00 

Rogers,  Francis    10.00 

Rogers,  J.   S   5.00 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William  B   5.00 

Rolker,  Miss  Leontine   5.00 

RoUwagon,  Mrs.  L.  P   1.00 

Roman,  Charles  H   5.00 

Roome,  Rev.  C.  M   5.00 

Roosevelt,  Mrs.  James    25.00 

Root,  Mrs.  C.  T   10.00 

Rosenberg,  Mrs.  Herman    10.00 

Rosenbaum,  Arthur  A   10.00 

Rosenbaum,  Mrs.  F.  L   5.00 

Rosenbaum,  Selig    10.00 

Rosenfeld,  Mrs   1.00 

Rosenthal,  Herman    2.00 

Rossiter,  Mrs.  E.  K   10.00 

Rothschild,  Mrs.  F.  W   5.00 

Rothschild,  Mrs.  Jacob    10.00 

Rothschild,  Mrs.  William    25.00 

Rotch,  Miss  Mary  R   100.00 

Ruperti,  Justus    10.00 

Russell,  Mrs.  Howland   5.00 

Rutherford,  Walter    5.00 

Rutter,  Mrs.  J.  F   25.00 

Sachs,   Paul  J   10.00 

Sachs,  Mrs.  Paul  J   10.00 

Sachs,   Mrs.   Samuel   25.00 

Sahler,  Mrs.  D.  DuBois   10.00 

Saks,   Isadore   10.00 

Salomon,  Charles   5.00 

Salomon,   William    100.00 

Sahsbury,  Mrs.  N   2.00 

Samson,  Mrs.  F   10.00 

Sanford,  Edward  T   5.00 

Sargent,  Miss  G.  W   10.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  G.  B   10.00 

Satterlee,  H.  L.  (Specific)   200.00 

Satterlee,   H.   L   100.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  H.  L  (Specific)....  100.00 

Satterlee,  Mrs.  Richard  S   5.00 

Sawyer,  Mrs.   H.  E   3.00 

"S.,"  Mr.  and  Mrs   5.00 

Scandlin,   W.   I.    (Specific)   26.25 

Scarborough,  Mrs.  Charles   10.00 

Schafer,  Mrs.  Simon   25.00 

Schauffler,  Mrs.  A.  F   25.00 

Schefer.  Mrs.  Carl   10.00 

Scheftel,  Mrs.  S   5.00 

Scbieffelin,  Mrs.  William  J   5.00 

Schiff,  Jacob  H   2,500.00 

Schiffer,  Miss  Marv  E   10.00 

Schmidt.  Miss  Florence  S   10.00 

Schnabel,  Miss  Laura   5.00 

Schoening,   M.   E   20.00 

Scholle,  Howard  R   10.00 

Schurz,   Miss   Agatha   10.00 

Schurz,  Miss   Marianne   10.00 
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Schuyler,  Miss  Georgiana   5.00 

Schuyler,  Miss  Louisa  Lee   10.00 

Schvenburg,  L.  D   25.00 

Schwarz,  Emil   LOO 

Schwictering,  Miss  Kate   10.00 

Scott,  Mrs.  George  L   10.00 

Scott,  Miss  Louise  B   25.00 

Scott,  Mrs.  Winfield   10.00 

Scoville,  Miss  Grace   50.00 

Scoville,  Miss  Lois  Church   25.00 

Scribner,  S.  A   25.00 

Seaman,  Dr.  Louis  L   10.00 

Seaman,  Mrs.  Louis  L   5.00 

Searles,  E.  F   50.00 

Sears,  Mrs.  Taber   10.00 

Sedgwick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  D   10.00 

Seligman,  Isaac  Newton   10.00 

Severance,  C.  A   25.00 

Sexton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  B   20.00 

Shannon,  Mrs.  J.  P   5.00 

Shappach,  Garland   10.00 

Shepard,  Miss  Dorothy  B   5.00 

Sherman,  Mrs.  Charles  E   5.00 

Sherman,  P.  Tecumseh   20.00 

Shillaber,  William   25.00 

Shoenberg,   Louis   D   25.00 

Shrady,  Mrs.  M   5.00 

Shumard,  L.  Frank   3.00 

Sibley,  Mrs.  William  W   10.00 

Sicher,  D.  E   10.00 

Simmons,  Mrs.  E.  deF   5.00 

Simon,  Alfred  L.  &  Co   10.00 

Simon,   Alfred   5.00 

Simon,  E   3.00 

Sittenham,  William    25.00 

Skonyard,  Jens    15.00 

Sloane,  Professor  W.  M   10.00 

Small,  Mrs.  1   5.00 

Smith,  Adelbert  J   15.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  A.  Alexander   5.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  Charles  S   25.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  C.  Vincent   3.00 

Smith,  Mrs.  Cornelius  B   10.00 

Smith,  Miss  Ethel  Denton   10.00 

Smith,  Miss  Harriet   10.00 

Smith,  Miss  Josephine   10.00 

Smith,  Miss  Lilian   5.00 

Smith,    Mrs.    Munro   1.00 

Smith,  Miss  Netty   5.00 

Snyder,  Mrs.  E.  L   5.00 

Spadone,  Miss  Margaret   10.00 

Speir,  Miss  Lilian   5.00 

Spellman,  Louis  E   10.00 

Speyer,  Mrs.  James   5.00 

Spicer,  Miss  Annie  C   10.00 

Spicer,   Leo   2.00 

Spingard.  Mrs.  J.  E   10.00 

Stafford,  Mrs.  William  F   4.00 

Stahl,    Adolph   5.00 

Standish.  Mrs.  Mvles   10,00 

Stebbins,  James  H   25.00 

Steinberg,    Morris   5.00 

Steinfeld.  Mrs.  Isaac   1.00 

Steinhardt.  Henrv   10.00 

Stephens,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L   S.OO 

Stephens,  T.  W   10.00 


Stern,    Benjamin   25.00 

Stern,  Meyer   10.00 

Sterndorf,  Mrs.  R   10.00 

Stetson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  L   100.00 

Stillman,  Charles   100.03 

Stimson,  Dr.  L.  A   25.00 

Stokes,  Mrs.  Anson  Phelps   50.03 

Storer,  Mrs.  A.  H   5.00 

Stout,  Mrs.  C.  H   5.00 

Strackford,   O.    S   5.00 

Strange,  Miss  Blanche  L   25.00 

Si.-^uss,  Albert    10.00 

Strau;,:,   Charles    25.00 

Strauss,  i<reu>;i-ick    10.03 

Strauss,   Mrs.    William   25.00 

Strong,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  E.  S   5.00 

Sunday    School,    Church     of  the 

Covenant    20.00 

Sutherland,  James    33.00 

Suydam,  Mrs.  L   5.00 

Switzer,  Mrs.  J.  G   10.00 

Sykes,  Mrs.  M.  1   1.00 

Talmage,  Miss  Lucy  W   10.00 

Tanenbaum,  Mrs.  M   5.00 

Tappen,  Mrs.  J.  N   2.00 

Taylor,  Miss  Beatrice   (Specific)...  51.00 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Robert  C   5.00 

Thacher,  Mrs.  Thomas  D   10.00 

Thalmann,  Mrs.   Ernest   10.00 

Thaw,  Mrs;  M.  C   100.00 

Thierist,  Mrs.  C.   H   10.00 

Thomas,  Seth  E.,  Jr   5.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  B.  A.  (Specific)...  100.00 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Frederick  Ferris...  100.(X) 

Thornall,  Mrs.  E.  V   5.00 

Thorne,  Jonathan    1(X).00 

Thorne,  Mrs.   Samuel   10.00 

Thorne,   Samuel    100.00 

Tiffanv  &  Company   50.00 

Tillinghast,  Mrs.  W.  H   5.00 

Timpson,  Mrs.  James   10.00 

Tod,  Mrs.  J.  Kennedy   5.00 

Tompkins,  Mrs.  W.  W   25.00 

Towle,  the  Misses    10.00 

Townsend,  Mr.  George  and  mother  20.00 

Treadwell,  S.  L   25.03 

Tremenheere,    Mrs.    Henrv   25.00 

Trimble,  Mrs.  Richard...'   25.00 

Troescher,  A.  F   25.C0 

Trotter,  Theodore  V.  A   5.00 

Troup,  Miss  Agnes  G   10.00 

Trow,  Miss  F.  W   2.00 

Trowbridge,   F.   K   25.00 

Trowbridge,  Mrs.  F.  K   10.00 

Trowbridge,  James  A   10.03 

Tucker,  Allen    10.00 

Tuckerman,  Mrs.  Alfred   10.00 

Turnure,  Mrs.  David   lO.W 

Turnbull,   Mrs.   Ramsev   5.00 

Turner,  Mrs.  H.  B. .  .'.   S.OO 

Tweedv,  Miss  Florence   2.00 

Tvndale,  Hector  H   5  00 

Tvtus,  Mrs.  R.  de  F   5.00 

Ullman,   E.    S   10.00 

Ulman,  Mrs.  Morrison   3.00 
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Unitarian   Church,    Woman's  Alh- 


ance,  Rutherford,  N.  J   5.00 

Untermeyer,  Cliarles  S   5.00 

Vallens,  Eugene    5.00 

VanderUp,  Mrs.  Mark  A   10.00 

Van  Dyke,  Rev.  Henry   10.00 

Van  Ingen,  Miss  Anna  H   100.00 

Van  Ingen,  Mrs.  E.  H   10.00 

Van  Ingen,  Dr.  Phihp   25.00 

Van  Praag,  L.  A   10.00 

Van  Raalte,  J   10.00 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Schuyler   10.00 

Van  Wezel,  M.  S   10.00 

Van  Winkle,  Miss  May   1.00 

Varnum,  Miss  H.  L   10.00 

Verdi,  Mme.  Giro  de  Suzzara   10.00 

Villard,  Mrs.   Henry   5.00 

Volkenberg,   Dr.  Albert   5.00 

von  Gontard,  Mrs.  A   10.00 

von  Heydendorff,  G.  A   5.00 

Waldo,  Miss  J.  L   10.00 

Wadsworth,  G.  S   10.00 

Wanamaker,  John    5.00 

Warburg,  Felix  M   100.00 

Ward,  F.  E   5.00 

Ward,  Judge  Henry  G   10.00 

Waring,  Miss  Susan  B   10.00 

Waring,  Mrs.  F.  P   7.15 

Waters,  Horace    10.00 

Watson,  Miss  Emily  A   300.00 

Watson,   Gharles    20.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  J.  Henry   10.00 

Watson,  Mrs.  James  S   50.00 

Watts,  Mrs.  Martin   2.00 

Webster,  Mrs.  Sidney   50.00 

Weed,  Mrs.  G.  E   10.00 

Weil,  Benjamin    10.00 

Weil,  Dr.  Isaac    10.00 

Weiler,  Mrs.  Merrill  G   5.00 

Weinberg,  L   1.00 


Weiss,  Nathan    10.00 

Weinman,  Mrs.  C.  J.  (Specific)   37.80 

Wells,  Miss  Carolyn   10.00 

Werbelovsky,  J.  H   10.00 

Wesendonck,   M.  A   5.00 

Westermann,  Miss  L.  A   15.00 

Wheelock,  Mrs.  George  G   lO.UO 

White,  Miss  Mary  W   50.00 

Whitelaw,  Miss  J.  M   10.00 

Whitman,  Nathaniel    100.00 

Whitman,  Mrs.  William  J   10.00 

Whittelrey,  Mrs.  E   50.00 

Wilbour,  Victor    5.00 

Wilkie,  John  L   10.00 

Wilkinson,  Alfred    25.00 

Wilkinson  Brothers  &  Company....  5.00 

Wilkinson,  H.  R   1.00 

Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  P   20.00 

Williams,  Mrs.  M   2.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Josephine   25.00 

Williamson,  Miss  Mary  B   10.00 

Wilhs,  Miss  Ehzabeth  A   5.00 

Wineburg,  Henry    5.00 

Wisner,  Charles    10.00 

Wittnauer,   A   5.00 

Wolfe,  J.  H   10.00 

Wolf¥,  Emil    10.00 

Wolf¥,  Mrs.  J.  R   10.00 

Wolff,  Louis    5.00 

Wolff,  Mrs.  L.  S   25.00 

Wollman,  Henry    1.00 

Wood,  Mrs.  J.  Walter   10.00 

Woodruff,  Mrs.  L.  B   20.00 

Woolf,  John  L   10.00 

Wright,  Mrs.  G.  G   100.00 

Young,  Mrs.  A.  Murray   10.00 

Zabriskie,  Mrs.  George   5.00 

Zerega,  Miss  Florence   25.00 

Zimmerman,  Mrs.  J.  E   25.00 
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CO-OPERATORS  WHO  VISIT  THE  BLIND  OR  READ  TO  THEM  IN  THEIR 

HOMES  OR  IN  CLASSES. 

Miss  Dorothy  Dean  Mrs.  Henry  Rogers 

Miss  Harriet  Glover  Miss  Fredrica  Trow 

Miss  Kerr  Miss  Weyantz 

Miss  Blanche  Newman  Miss  Isabel  Willis 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Among  the  various  agencies  from  which  the  Association  has  received  effective 
co-operation  may  be  especially  mentioned :  The  New  York  Association  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Poor,  the  Brooklyn  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Poor,  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities,  the  Charity  Organization  Society,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education,  the  Department  of  Public  Charities,  the  Flower  Mission,  the  Na- 
tional Fruit  and  Flower  Guild,  the  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  the  United  Hebrew 
Charities,   and   the    United   Jewish   Aid  Societies. 

The  Association  again  wishes  to  express  its  deep  appreciation  of  the  continued 
help  of  Dr.  Charles  Denison  and  Dr.  Alec.  Nicol  Thomson,  who  have  visited  the  blind 
in  their  homes  or  have  given  special  appointments  to  them. 

The  Association  also  wishes  to  thank  Miss  Alice  Riggs  Hunt  for  her  talks  on 
current  topics  for  the  members  of  the  Blind  Women's  Club  on  Tuesday  afternoons,  Miss 
Francesca  Gilder  for  instruction  in  Violin  class,  to  Mr.  Syb  Owens  for  his  kindness  in 
arranging  musical  entertainments,  and  to  the  managers  and  donors  of  tickets  for  opera, 
concerts,  theatres,  lectures,  etc.,  sent  to  the  Ticket  Bureau  for  our  wards.  Also  the 
anonymous  donors  for  gifts  received  throughout  the  year. 


DONATIONS  IN  KIND. 


B.  Altman  &  Co., 

Box  of  pieces  (through  Mrs.  C.  F.  Roe.) 
Miss  Alexander, 

Cooking  utensils. 
Mr.  Warren  Barbour, 

2  looms,  2  beaters  and  warps. 
Mr.  R.  Bennet, 

7  pairs  of  dark  glasses. 
Mr.  F.  Brown, 

Desk  and  desk  chair. 
"Friend," 

Medical  supplies. 
Mrs.  G.  F.  Barton, 

Flowers. 
Sidney  Blumenthal  &  Co. 

Velvet  pieces. 
Mrs.  Bookman  (through  Miss  Newman), 

1  rubber  plant. 
Miss  Content, 

Candy  for  class. 
VV.  E.  Cramer   (through  Dr.  Louis), 

Medicine 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Cobb, 

Flowers. 
Miss  Keziah  Conabeer, 

Piano  for  lighthouse. 
Miss  H.  Carney, 

Flowers. 
Mr.  Dowling, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Duer, 

Invalid  delicacies. 
Miss  Dringalea, 

1  piano  stool. 
"Emeline," 

Pieces. 


Mrs.  Linzig, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Fames, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  Ehrlich, 

2  down  quilts. 
Mrs.  Fa  Ik, 

Pieces  of  materials. 
Dr.  Fox. 

Book. 

Mrs.  Findley  (through  Miss  Henry), 

1  piano  stool 
■'A  Good  Friend," 

Clothing. 
TTuyler's, 

Candy. 
Mr.  Hessel, 

Pieces  of  clothing. 
James  A.  Hearn   (through  Mrs.  Roe), 

1  piano  stool. 

Pieces  of  materials. 
Miss  Hagadorn, 

Magnifying  grlass. 
In  memory  of  Mrs.  Lillie  B.  Swayne, 

.•\utomatic  fly  shuttle  loom. 
Julias, 

Potted  plants, 
lohnson  &  Faulkner  (through  Mrs.  Roe), 

Pieces. 
General  Jones, 

Standard  scales. 
Mr.  Frank  Kelly, 

Electrical  work. 
Mrs.  Loeb, 

Pieces  of  material. 
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DONATIONS  IN  KIND-Conitnued 


Mr.  Harry  Louis, 

Orchestrelle. 
Dr.  Isaac  Louis, 

Medical  supplies. 
Lord  &  Taylor  (through  Mrs.  Roe), 

Boxes  of  materials. 
Mrs.  Lyons, 

Bed  couch,  mattress,  etc. 
Mrs.  R.  Levy, 

Curtains,  blanket,  etc. 
Miss  Leverich, 

Flowers. 
Mr.  Adolph  Lewisohn, 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  Meinhardt, 

Pieces  of  materials  and  Turkish  rug. 
McCreary  Brothers   (through  Mrs.  Roe), 

Pieces  of  materials. 
Mrs.  Mayer, 

18  glasses  of  jam. 
Mrs.  Molter, 

Pieces  of  materials. 
National  Fruit  and  Flower  Guild, 

2  boxes  of  ielly,  window  boxes  and  plants. 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Neilson, 

Boxes  of  beads. 
New  York  Bible  Society 

(through  Miss  Hagadorn), 

Ink  print  Bible,  Bible  in  tactile  print. 
Miss  Newman, 

Cake. 
Mrs.  Ortega, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  E.  Parsons, 

Bed  curtains,  picture  frames,  etc. 
Miss  Nina  Rhoades, 

Candy  for  club. 
Mr.  Francis  Robbins, 

Statuary  for  Museum. 
Mrs.  Rollwagon, 

Potted  plants. 


Mr.  Charles  Read, 

Crochet  needles. 
Mrs.  Rose, 

Pieces  of  materials. 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Roberts, 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  Reisberg, 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  Ryan, 

Pieces  of  materials. 
Mrs.  Samuels, 

2'  loads  of  wood. 
Miss  Summerfeld, 

Pieces. 

Stern  Brothers   (through  Mrs.  Roe), 

Pieces  of  materials. 
Sloan  Brothers   (through  Mrs.  Roe), 

Pieces  of  materials. 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Simons, 

First  aid  to  the  injured  kit. 
Miss  Thomas, 

Flowers. 

Van  Ingen  Brothers  (through  Mrs.  Roe), 

Woolen  goods. 
Wexler, 

Pieces  of  materials. 
S.  A.  Walsh, 
1  salmon. 
C.  T.  Wills, 

Cement  of  walls  and  piers  on  roof,  chang- 
ing stone  in  front  of  building,  parapet 
wall  on  roof,  painting  of  fire  escape, 
etc.,  door  check,  wire  screen  for  safety 
of  children,  2  grates  for  fireplaces. 
(See  also  report  of  Chairman  of  Executive 
Committee.) 

A.  Wimpfheimer  &  Brothers, 

Pieces  of  material. 
Mrs.  Wood, 

Raffia. 
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DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING. 


Mrs.  Austin 

Mrs.  Hanford 

Mrs.  Alexander 

Miss  Hanford 

Mrs.  Andrews 

Mr.  Harrington 

Mrs.  Achelis 

Miss  A.  R.  Flunt 

Mrs.  P.  W.  Alexander 

Miss  Hall 

Mrs.  Aiken  son 

Mrs.  E.  Henschel 

Miss  Alexander 

Miss  L.  Heller 

M.  Bowen 

Mrs.  Johnston 

Mr.  H.  Bain 

Miss  Grace  Keator 

Mr.  S.  H.  Bloch 

Miss  Kenneth 

Mrs.  Bean 

Dr.  Isaac  Louis 

Mr.  Crawford  Burton 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Langdon 

Mrs.  Bullock 

Mr.  G.  Longenecker 

Mrs.  Burton 

Miss  Louis 

Mrs.  Bookman 

Mrs.  E.  Lund 

Mrs.  Breit 

Mr.  Harry  Louis 

Mrs.  A.  Bernheimer 

Mrs.  A.  Latz 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Bullowa 

Mrs.  Leo  Levy 

Mrs.  Becker 

Mrs.  J.  Louis 

Miss  Beach 

Mrs.  L.  Louis 

Mr.  L.  Bernstein 

Mr.  C.  H.  Louis 

Mr.  Sidney  Blumenthal 

Mr.  H.  J.  Louis 

Mrs.  Clark 

Miss  Livingston 

Mr.  Cubberly 

Mrs.  J.  C.  McKeon 

Mrs.  Corwin 

Mrs.  Allen  McLean 

Miss  H.  Carney 

Mrs.  W.  ]\Iayer 

Mrs.  Cortelyou 

Mrs.  Mesereau 

Mrs.  Carroll 

Mrs.  Mosbach 

Miss  Caughey 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Morrell 

Mr.  S.  Cablitz 

Mrs.  Marks 

Mrs.  L.  De  Forest 

Mrs.  S.  Malzats 

Mrs.  Davis 

Miss  Meinhardt 

Miss  de  Francis 

Mrs.  G.  F.  Neale 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Devereux 

Miss  Newman 

Mrs.  Townsend  Davis 

Mrs.  Ormiston 

Miss  A.  Duffy 

Mrs.  Ortega 

Mrs.  Walter  Damrosch 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Patrick 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Fames 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Pape 

Mrs.  A.  Ernst 

Mr.  Page 

Miss  K.  Ehrlich 

Mrs.  Pollard 

Dr.  Frank 

Mrs.  Egerton  Parsons 

Friday   Afternoon   Sewing  Class 

Mrs.  Pfeififer 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Fisk 

Mrs.  L.  Piatt 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Fraser 

Mr.  H.  M.  Post 

Mrs.  Fiske 

Mrs.  Rollwagon 

Friedman  &  Krieger 

Miss  D.  F.  Rogers 

Dr.  Falk 

Mrs.  Remsen 

A  Friend 

Mr.  S.  Rains 

Flushing  Associated  Charities 

Mrs.  Seegar 

(Through  Miss  Felly) 

Mrs.  Munroe  Smith 

Miss  B.  Fisher 

Mrs.  Stillman 

"A  Friend" 

Mrs.  Levi  Stout 

"A  Friend" 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Stokes 

Mr.  Leon  Geotter 

Mrs.  Samuels 

Mrs.  Greuning 

Mr.  W.  I.  Scandlin 

Miss  Gregor 

Miss  W.  Terrv 

Miss  N.  Gorden 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Weed 

Mrs.  H.  Gardner 

Mrs.  F.  Willett 

Mrs.  S.  Goldberg 

Miss  A.  Wolfe 

A  "Good  Friend" 

Miss  Wolfe 

Mr.  Douglas  Henry 

**  O,  God,  lift  me  into  the  light  to-day ! 
May  I  not  walk  in  darkness!    May  my  mind  and 
heart  be  illumined  by  thy  most  cheering  grace ! 
May  thought  and  speech  and  deed  be  lit  up  that 
men  may  see  that  I  am  a  child  of  light.  Deliver 
me  from  the  bondage  of  the  night." 

J.  H.  JOWETT. 


"  Through  its  laughing  and  its  weeping 
Through  its  living  and  its  keeping 
Through  its  labors  and  its  follies 
Weavmg  in  and  out  of  sight, 
From  the  end  to  the  beginning, 
Through  all  virtue  and  all  sinning, 
Reeled  from  God's  great  spool  of  Progress 
Runs  the  golden  thread  of  Light." 


"  I  am  glad  to  be  with  you  in  a  house  from  which  beams  of 
hope  and  comfort  shall  go  forth  to  brighten  dark  lives.  My  friends, 
I  have  such  confidence  in  your  kindness  of  heart,  I  ask  you  to  help 
us  still  more.  I  beg  you  to  constitute  yourselves  keepers  of  the 
light.  Think  of  it!  The  moment  you  write  your  name  on  a 
check  you  will  raise  a  light  which  shall  shine  far  and  wide.  Some 
shipwrecked  brother  on  the  coast  of  life  will  be  better  and  happier 
because  of  your  good  deed.  I  hope  you  will  help  us  to  extend 
this  work,  I  hope  you  will  work  with  us." 


LIGHTHOUSE  No.  1 

OFFICES,  SALESROOMS,  INFORMATION  BUREAU, 
TRAINING  STATION,  ETC. 
Ill  EAST  59th  STREET  Phone,  Plaza  3370-71 


THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN 
238-240  EAST  35th  STREET 

THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE  (The  Hardy  Memorial) 
CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON,  N.  Y. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

"What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind,"  by  Helen  Keller.    (Reprinted  by  blind  printers 

from  the  World's  Work.) 
"To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children."    Translated  from  the  German  by 

Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
"Typhlophiles,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 

Blind.  (Reprinted  from  Charities.) 
"Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
"A  Short  Life  of  Henry  Fawcett  for  All  Children  Everywhere,"  by  Winifred  Holt. 
Third  Edition.  In  English  in  Ink  Print.  Published  also  in  Esperanto  Ink  Print 
by  the  Esperanto  Society.  This  book  has  also  been  published  in  English  Braille 
and  can  be  had  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  London,  and  has 
also  appeared  in  Moon  print,  published  by  the  Moon  Society,  Brighton,  England. 

Different  Leaflets  Telling  of  the  Work  of  the  Association 
LEAFLETS  ON  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

May  be  had  free  on  application  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

MAGAZINES  ON  FILE  AT  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

(In  Types  for  the  Blind) 
The  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind,  published  monthly  in  improved  Braille  and 
New  York  Point  by  the  Ziegler  Publishing  Company  for  the  Blind,  250  West  54th 
Street. 

The  Christian  Record,  published  monthly  in  improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point  by 

the  Christian  Record  Company,  College  View,  Neb. 
The  Searchlight,  a  quarterly  publication  in  improved  Braille  sent  out  from  the  Light- 
house, No.  1,  111  East  59th  Street,  New  York,  to  the  children. 
The  Illuminator,  a  quarterly  publication  of  the  Holmes-Schenley  Literary  Society  of  the 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  improved  Braille. 
The  Daily  Mail,  published  weekly  in  English  Braille,  London.    This  paper  contains 

items  of  news  taken  from  the  London  Daily  Mail. 
The  Weekly  Summary,  a  popular  record  of  news,  published  in  English  Braille  in 

Eltham,  Kent,  England. 
Progress,  published  in  English  Braille  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association, 

Great  Portland  Street,  London. 
Comrades,  a  magazine  for  boys  and  girls,  published  in  English  Braille  by  the  British 

and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  Great  Portland  Street,  London. 
Channels  of  Blessing,  published  in  English  Braille,  bi-monthly,  Margate,  England. 
The  Moon  Magazine,  published  in  the  Moon  type,  in  Brighton,  England,  by  the  Moon 

Society  for  the  Blind. 
Dawn,  published  quarterly  in  the  Moon  type  by  the  Northern  Counties  Blind  Society, 

North  Shields,  England. 
Espiranta  Ligilo,  published  in  European  Braille  in  Espiranta,  Paris,  France. 

MAGAZINES  OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND  AND  THEIR  FRIENDS 

(In  Ink-print) 

The  Blind,  published  by  Gardener's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London. 

Valentin  Hauy,  published  by  the  Valentin  Hauy  Association  for  the  Blind,  Paris,  France 
Blindenfreund,  issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaeter,  Konisberg,  Germany. 
The  Braille  Review,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  London, 
England. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Association  for  the  Blind: 
The  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind. 
And  The  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 

ORDERS  TAKEN  FOR  ALL  WRITING  APPLIANCES,  BOOKS.  AND 
MAGAZINES  IN  ANY  TYPE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


THE   TUDOH    PRESS,    N.  Y. 


SERVICE  GIVEN   REGARDLESS  OF   RACE  OR  CREED 


THE   LIGHT   HOUSE  LOG 


LIGHT  THROUGH  WORK 


EIGHTH  REPORT 

For    the    Year     Ending    November    1st,  1914 

The  New  York  Association 
FOR  THE  Blind 

Organized  1905.     Incorporated  1906  for  the  State  of  New  York 
OFFICES  AND  SALESROOM.   111    EAST  59th  STREET 


THE    NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR   THE  BLIND 

LIGHTHOUSE  No.  1 

OFFICES.  SALESROOM,  INFORMATION,  LECTURE  BUREAU.  ETC. 
1 1 1  EAST  59th  STREET  TELEPHONE.  PLAZA  3370—337" 

OFFICE  HOURS  :  9  TO  6  WEEK  DAYS 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN.  338  East  35th  Street 

THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE  (The  Hardy  Memorial) 
A  VACATION  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND.  CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON.  N.  Y. 

OBJECTS 

TO  PREVENT  UNNECESSARY  BLINDNESS 

TO  HELP  THE  BLIND  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES 

TO  SUCCOR  AND  RELIEVE  THE  ILL,  NEEDY  AND  AGED  BLIND 

TO  GIVE  TO  THE  BLIND  WORK.  FUN  AND  COMFORT 


Yearly  Subscriber       -       ...  $  10.00 

Sustaining  Subscriber        .        .        -  .  25.00 

Patron   100.00 

Life  Patron  (given  at  one  time)          -  -  500.00 

Lighthouse  Founder  (given  at  one  time)    -  1 ,000.00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

/  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  Yorl^  Association  for  the  Blind, 
incorporated  under  Chapter  559  of  the  Laws  of  1 895  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  to  be  applied  to  the  benevolent  uses  and  purposes  of  said 
Association  and  under  its  direction  ( insert  description  of  the  money  or 
property  given). 

INSPECTION,    SUGGESTION    AND    CRITICISM  WELCOMED. 
SERVICE  GIVEN  REGARDLESS  OF  RACE  OR  CREED. 
THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY  BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  work  are  requested  not 
to  give  money  to  persons  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Association. 

WHAT  THE  NEW  YORK  EVENING  POST  SAYS  ABOUT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE: 

"As  a  money-saving,  time-saving',  sight-saving  and  life-saving  factor,  the 
Association  has  again  and  again  demonstrated  its  efficiency.  .  .  .  The  Association 
lielieves  its  most  important  work  is  in  the  prevention  of  l)Hndness.  .  .  . 

"It  is  a  pioneer  in  estabHshing  a  Lecture  liureau,  a  Ch'nic.  and  in  Dispensing 
Propaganda.  .  .  . 

"The  Lightliouse  is  a  pioneer  in  its  method  of  handling  business.  The  cause, 
the  effect,  the  continued  well-being,  and  happiness,  the  particular  conditions  sur- 
rounding each  particular  case,  the  past,  pi-esent,  and  future  of  every  patient,  once 
he  has  come  into  their  clinic  rooms,  becomes  part  of  Association  history.  Clinic 
cards  are  sent  out,  and  by  following  up  every  case  which  comes  to  its  attention, 
the  Association  feels  that  it  ensures  the  safest  method  to  help  the  blind  and  to 
prevent  further  blindness." 


THE   LIGHT   HOUSE  LOG 


LOVE  AND  J  USTI  C  E:    THE  BLIND  GUARDIANS  OF  THE  BLIND 

ESPECIAUUY    DRAWN     FOR    THE    ASSOCIATION     BY    E.    H.  BLASMFIELD 


EIGHTH  REPORT 

FOR   THE   YEAR    ENDING    NOVEMBER    1st,   1914.  OF 

The  New  York  Association 
FOR  THE  Blind 

Organized  1905.    Incorporated  1906  for  the  State  of  New  York 

offices,  salesroom,  information  and  lecture  bureaux, 
training  station,  clubs.  etc. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  east  fifty-ninth  street 

Telephone,    Plaza  3370-1 


A  LETTER  FROM 
THE  HONORABLE  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  started  eight  years  ago  with  a 
debt  of  $400,  and  a  list  of  only  500  living  blind  people  and  no  home.  It  has 
now  listed  10,700  names,  and  has  been  personally  in  touch  with  7,700  blind 
people.  It  has  three  model  equipped  buildings,  a  Workshop  for  Blind  Men, 
the  Lighthouse,  which  is  a  training  station,  information,  lecture  bureau,  and 
salesroom  for  the  blind  and  the  River  Lighthouse,  a  vacation  home. 

The  Association  fills  a  unique  place  in  the  community  as  a  pioneer  in 
Sight-saving,  Mind-saving,  Life-saving  and  Money-saving  for  the  blind.  We 
have  twenty-eight  blind  workers,  who  are  among  the  most  efficient  members  of 
our  staff.  The  original  of  this  letter  was  dictated  to  one  of  our  blind  steno- 
graphers and  written  by  her. 

Through  the  Lighthouse  clinic  during  one  week  five  cases  of  blindness  were 
"cured."  Fifteen  would-be  suicides  on  account  of  blindness  and  enforced  idle- 
ness have  been  rescued  by  the  Lighthouse  and  taught  to  be  wage-earners.  Our 
Home  teachers  paid  this  year  5345  visits  to  the  invalid  or  housebound  blind. 
Our  bhnd  pupils  fill  positions  with  the  Edison  Company  and  other  large  cor- 
porations, hospitals,  offices,  etc. 

Last  year  $35,640.88  was  received  from  the  sale  of  products  manufactured 
by  our  blind  workers  and  pupils  ;  in  the  same  period  the  Lighthouse  paid 
out  about  $35,883.31  to  the  blind  direct  in  wages,  relief  and  for  their  work. 
Some  of  our  pupils  who  have  become  independent  through  our  teaching  are 
now  themselves  contril)uting  to  the  support  of  the  Lighthouse  work. 

Our  buildings  are  now  free  of  debt  and  mortgage.  But  the  war  has  cur- 
tailed our  usual  subscriptions  and  sales,  raised  the  price  of  materials  and  at  the 
same  time  the  demand  for  our  work. 

We  are  in  immediate  and  constant  need  of  money  for  the  running  ex- 
penses for  the  coming  year  and  to  pay  off  debts  already  incurred.  \Ye  are 
also  in  great  need  of  funds  for  better  equipment  and  tools  to  find  for  our 
wards  Light  through  Work. 

We  appeal  to  the  public  in  war  time  to  give  us  the  money,  to  help  the 
blind  to  fight  their  battle  in  the  dark. 

(Signed)  Joseph  H.  Choate. 


Checks  payable  to  Frederick  L.  Eldridge,  Esq., 
Treasurer  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
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Officers  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


Miss  Helen  Keller 


PRESIDENT 
Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Dr.  John  H.  Finley* 


Dr.  F.  Paric  Lewis 


HONORARY  VICE-PRESIDENT 
Mr.  Robert  W.  de  Forest 


SECRETARY 

Miss  Winifred  Holt 


TREASURER 
Mr.  Frederick  L.  Eldridge 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
Dr.  Raymond  C.  Knox,  Chairman    Miss  Winifred  Holt 
Mr.  Frederick  L.  Eldridge        Mr.  Joseph  Howland  Hunt 


Mr.  Henry  W.  Goddard 


Mrs.  Seth  Low 


Mr.  Seth  E.  Thomas 
Mr.  Eben  p.  Morford 
Mr.  Bradley  Stoughton 


Rt.  Rev.  David  H.  Greer 


TRUSTEES 
Mr.  Henry  Phipps 
Mr.  Willard  V.  King 


Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg 


Dr.  Felix  Adlep 

Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen 

Principal  of  Perkins  Institu- 
tion FOR  THE  Blind,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood 

Director  of  Census  of  the 
Blind  New  York  Commission, 
1906-1907,  Founder  of  the 
Maryland  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne 
Mr.  O.  H.  Burritt 

Principal  Overbrook,  Pa., 
School  for  the  Blind,  Secre- 
tary New  York  State  Com- 
missions FOR  THE  Blind,  1903 
AND  1906. 


ADVISORY  BOARD 

Dr.  Lewis  Carll 

Of  New  York  State  Commis- 
sion FOR  THE  Blind,  1903. 

Cardinal  Farley 

Senator  Thomas  P.  Gore 

Bishop  Greer 

Mrs.  Edward  R.  Hewitt 

President  Women's  Municipal 
League. 

Dr.  Arnold  Knapp 

Mrs.  Annie  Sullivan  Macy 

Rabbi  J.  Leon  Magnes 


Dr.  William  H.  Maxwell 

City  Superintendent  op 
Schools. 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler 

Vice-President  State  Chari- 
ties Aid  Association. 


Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schiff 
Hon.  p.  Tecumseh  Sherman 
Hon.  William  Howard  Taft 
Miss  Lillian  D.  Wald 


Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger 

Professor  of  Diseases  of  the 
Eye,  Post  Graduate  Medical 
School. 


Hon.  Thomas  W.  Churchill 


SIGHT-SAVING  SERVICE 

Dr.  Ward  A.  Holden 

Instructor  of  Ophthalmology 
OF  the  College  of  Physicians 
AND  Surgeons. 


President  or 
Education. 


the    Board  of 


Dr.  S.  S.  Goldwater 

Commissioner  of  Health  for 
Greater  New  York. 


Miss  Winifred  Holt 

Secretary  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind. 

Dr.  Henry  M.  Leipziger 

Supervisor  of  the  Department 
of  Lectures  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 


Hon.  George  H.  McAneny 

President  of  the  Board  of 
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Mr.  Arthur  Williams 
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Safety  Devices. 

Dr.  Talcott- Williams 

Director  of  the  School  of 
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sity. 


*As  we  go  to  press,  Dr.  Finley,  one  of  our  Ex-Presidents,  is  resigning  from  The 
State  Commission  for  the  BHnd,  and  becomes  one  of  our  Vice-Presidents. 
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Mr.  Henry  Burr  Barnes,  Jr.  Mr.  Henry  Morgan  Post 

Mr.  Douglas  Henry  Mr.  Charles  Stillman 
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DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MUSEUM 
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Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger  Dr.  George  W.  Jacoby 

Dr.  Ward  A.  Holden 

SEARCHLIGHT  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Ellwood  Hendrick 
Miss  Winifred  Holt  Mis.s  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

WARDROBE  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  Ernest  Bigelow,  Chairman  Mrs.  John  Redfield 

RIVER  LIGHT  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  Nathan  Pulsifer,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  Beverly  Duer  Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Lee  Mrs.  Frederick  M.  Stein 

Miss  Blanche  C.  Newman  Mrs.  Bradley  Stoughton 

Mrs.  Allan  McLean 


Mr.  Charles  Stillman,  Chairman  of  The  Cornwall  Committee 
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A  BLIND  BOY  SCOUT  ON  SKATES 
Arrested  in  full  flight  and  saluting 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


"I  beg  for  more  beacons  to  break  the  night  of  blindness.  I  heg  you  to  con- 
stitute yourselves  keepers  of  the  light  not  only  for  the  blind  of  this  city,  but  for 
all  the  blind.  .  .  .  The  moment  you  write  your  name  on  a  ckeck  you  will  raise 
a  light  which  shall  shine  far  and  wide.  Some  shipwrecked  brother  on  the  coast 
of  life  will  be  better  and  happier  because  of  your  good  deed." — Helen  Keller, 
Vice-President  of  the  Association. 
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WHAT  THE  BLIND  SAY  ABOUT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 

(From  Letters  Received  There.) 

BLIND,  BUT  NO  LONGER  DISHEARTENED,  THANKS  TO  THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 

"  What  a  wonderhxl  work  the  Association  is  doing!  The  condition  of  the  blind 
does  not  seem  as  hopeless  as  I  had  thought  it  to  be — so  many  avenues  of  work  and 
recreation  have  been  opened  up  to  them.  To  make  life  brighter  to  those  who  at 
one  time — not  many  years  ago^ — -were  almost  without  hope  in  life. 

ONCE  BLIND,  NOW  SEEING  AND  INDEPENDENT. 

'  I  have  the  pleasure  hereby  to  wish  you  a  very,  very  happy  Christmas  and 
New  Year,  and  also  to  assure  you  of  my  constant  and  sincere  gratitude. 

"  I  am  still  at  the  same  old  job,  somewhat  modernized.  It  is  not  easy  for  me 
to  get  off  in  the  mornings  or  I  would  have  been  to  see  you. 

"  I  do  not  think  that  anyone  else  with  cataract  sight  can  write  as  small  as  this 
or  smaller.    If  they  can  I  want  to  see  them,  and  go  them  one  better. 

"  Hoping  you  are  well,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  sign  myself. 

A  BLESSING  FROM  A  POOR  OCTOGENARIAN, 

"  I  myself  feel  very  grateful  to  you  all  for  thinking  of  a  poor  old  blind  87-year- 
old  mother,  for  her  heart  was  lifted  up  with  gratefulness.  She  could  not  help  shed- 
ding tears  and  expressing  herself  by  saying,  may  God's  blessings  rest  on  you  all, 
for  it  was  a  great  help,  and  again  I  thank  you  all  so  much.  I  pray  that  God  may 
bless  you  in  everything  that  you  put  your  hands  to,  that  it  may  be  prosperovis." 

A  LETTER,  ENCLOSING  A  CHECK  FOR  $10  FROM  A  SELF-SUPPORTING 

BLIND  FRIEND. 

Enclosed  please  find  my  Thanksgiving  Mite  to  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind. 

"  I  am  especially  thankful  to  God  at  this  season  for  the  splendid  work  which  is 
being  done  by  you  and  your  co-workers  in  the  Association  for  the  uplifting  and 
advancement  of  the  blind  which  has  brought  to  us  all  a  new  era." 

FROM  A  BLIND  MAN  IN  PRISON. 

"  I  send  to  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  all  you  have  done  for  me  in  the  past  and 
can  assure  you  your  advice  has  helped  me  wonderfully.  The  greatest  work,  the 
greatest  charity  that  man  can  give  to  humanity  is  that  which  enables  the  helpless 
blind  to  help  themselves. 

"  This  is  the  season  of  good  wishes,  'Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward 
men.'  I  therefore  send  you  my  best  wishes  for  a  very  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
bright,  prosperous,  Happy  New  Year.  May  the  coming  year  bring  you  an  increase 
of  happiness  in  abundance  is  the  wish  of." 

THE  BLIND  MEN'S  CLUB  CONTRIBUTES. 

"  Enclosed  herewith  please  find  check  for  one  hundred  dollars  ($100),  which 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Blind  Men's  Improvement  Club  I  was  instructed  to  send  to  you. 

"The  Club  at  a  regular  meeting,  December  22,  1913,  unanimously  voted  this 
money  to  be  applied  to  the  Endowment  Fund  which  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  is  raising. 

"  I  feel  that  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  Club  in  wishing  you  and  your  asso- 
ciates great  success  in  your  noble  efforts." 
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PRESIDENT  WILSON 

This  photograph  was  inscribed  for  the  Lamp  Room  of  The  Liglithouse  by  President  Wilson, 
With  sincerest  sympathy  for  a  great  work.    Woodrow  Wilson." 

EX-PRESIDENT  TAFT 

"I  am  glad  to  lend  my  voice  in  aid  of  and  in  praise  of  the  work  which  has  been 
done.  This  Association  has  directed  its  attention  to  the  prevention  of  blindness, 
but  it  needed  the  earnest  initiation  of  the  movement,  which  has  resulted  in  the  New 
York  Association  of  the  Blind,  to  bring  out  the  most  intelligent  efforts  towards  the 
amelioration  of  the  cruel  fate  of  those  who  live  in  eternal  night. 

"May  the  good  and  generous  people  of  New  York  add  to  their  list  of  contribu- 
tions substantial  sums  for  the  carrying  forward  of  this  great  movement." 

THE  HONORABLE  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 
"A  great  work  had  to  be  accomplished  when  this  Association  was  organized, 
which  Miss  Helen  Keller  has  well  called  'A  New  Era  in  the  History  of  the  Blind.'  " 
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LIST  OF  LIGHTHOUSE  PLANT    AND  ACTRTTIES. 


The  Association's  Plant  includes  The 
Lighthouse,  The  Bourne  Workshop 
FOR  Blind  Men  and  The  Emma  L. 
Hardy  Memorial  Home  at  Cornwall- 
on-Hudson. 

CENSUS. 

The  Census  Bureau  is  constantly  re- 
vised and  contains  lists  of  about  10,700 
names.  Approximately  7,700  blind  peo- 
ple have  been  brought  in  touch  with 
the  Association  by  visits,  etc. 

We  have  registered  in  Greater  New 
York  alone  3,304  cases — 2,894  of  which 
are  on  our  active  file. 

EDUCATIONAL  PROPAGANDA,  ETC. 

We  have  Catalogues  listing  the  insti- 
tutions and  literature  of  the  Blind 
throughout  the  world,  as  far  as  possible. 
An  Educational  Clipping  Bureau,  a 
small  Library,  including  magazines  for 
and  about  the  Blind. 

The  Association  issues  leaflets  and  cir- 
culars of  an  educational  character. 

.  We  have  an  all-too  small  library,  and 
lend  books  and  magazines  to  the  blind. 

PRINCIPAL  EVENTS. 

Our  Annual  Sales  were  held  at  the 
Lighthouse,  and  also,  through  the  kind 
co-operation  of  a  friend,  at  a  vacant  shop 
in  Fifth  Avenue,  during  the  week  pre- 
ceding Christmas.  The  articles  sold 
were  made  by  blind  Lighthouse  or  Home 
Teaching  pupils  and  outside  consignors. 


The  Axxual  Meeting 

was  held  in  December. 

The  Annual  Fete. 

A  Fete  Terpsichorienne"  was  given 
in  April. 

Organization  of  the  Lighthouse 

Fund  Committee. 
By  Mr.  Choate  in  March,  1914. 

lighthouse  lectures. 

Lectures  have  been  given  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  in  various  States 
and  countries  on  Work  for  the  Blind. 

The  Association  furnishes  lecturers 
for  technical  or  popular  talks  on  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  and  the  Blind,  with 
or  without  lantern  slides,  exhibits  and 
screens. 

The  Association  makes  a  point  of  giv- 
ing especial  Sight-Saving  talks.  This 
work  is  done  in  conjunction  with  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  Il- 
luminating Engineering  Society  and  the 
Board  of  Education. 

conferences. 

The  Association  was  represented  at 
the  Conferences  for  the  Blind,  including 
the  International  Conference  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind,  held  in  London,  in  June. 
1914. 

THE  SALESROOM. 

Tht  Lighthouse  offers  for  sale  any- 
thing which  is  well  made  by  the  blind, 
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brooms,  mops,  carpet  beaters,  dust 
cloths,  aprons,  children's  clothes,  furni- 
ture, toys,  knitted  and  crocheted  articles, 
woven  curtains,  draperies,  cushions, 
etc.  Laces,  embroidered  portfolios,  bags 
and  card  cases,  Christmas  cards  and 
books. 

ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  Association  will  sell  or  lend  games, 
writing  appliances,  musical  instruments, 
machines,  etc.,  to  blind  "shut-ins," 
pupils,  etc.  and  also  sells  the  following-; 

Writing  appliances,  slates,  styluses, 
machines,  writing  frames,  paper,  card- 
board, books,  music,  self-threading 
needles,  silks,  worsted,  yarn,  raffia,  cane, 
beads,  games,  toys,  checker  boards, 
chess  boards  puzzle  cards,  dominoes, 
watches,  picture  puzzles,  etc. 

ORDERS  RECEIVED  AT  THE  SALESROOM 
FOR  SERVICE  GIVEN  BY  THE  BLIND. 

Our  workers  give  massage.  Appoint- 
ments may  be  made  for  treatment  at  the 
patient's  house,  or  at  the  Lighthouse), 
telephone  Plaza  3370-337 L  We  tune 
pianos.  Competent  certified  tuners  will 
be  sent  on  short  notice  from  the  Light- 
house. We  tune  for  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. We  have  filled  satisfactorily  in 
1914  673  orders  for  tuning.  This  is 
an  increase  in  orders  of  128  over  those 
received  in  1913.  We  do  typewriting-, 
stenography,  typewriting  from  the 
phonograph,  cooking,  candy-making, 
sewing  by  hand  and  machine,  we  cane 
chairs  and  act  as  agents  for  hosiery, 
coffee,  tea,  stationery,  books,  magazines, 
Christmas  and  Easter  cards,  etc. 

THE  CLINIC. 

The  Clinic  is  held  weekly  and  bi- 
weekly. It  treats  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren of  defective  sight.  It  has  saved 
much  sight  and  restored  some. 

Thirty-two  cases  of  blindness  regis- 
tered in  our  cencus  have  been  cured, 
mnny  of  them  by  our  lighthouse  occulits. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Instruction  is  given  daily  except  Sat- 
urday. 

For  Women,  in  Silk,  Linen  and  Rug 


Weaving,  Basketry,  Pottery,  Cooking, 
^lachine  and  Plain  Sewing,  Rug  Braid- 
ing, Typewriting,  Stenography,  Switch- 
board Operating,  Massage,  Reading  and 
Writing. 

Eighty-two  pupils  have  been  taught 
a  gain  of  12  over  1913. 

For  Men,  in  Basketry,  Hammock  and 
Rug  Weaving,  Rush  Seating,  Broom 
Making,  Massage,  Typewriting,  Phono- 
graph Dictation,  Switchboard  Operating. 

Weekly  classes  are  held  in  the  follow- 
ing: Typewriting,  Reading  and  Writ- 
ing, Cane  Seating.  We  have  had  61 
pupils  this  year,  a  gain  of  29  over  1913. 

HOME  TEACHING  AND  FRIENDLY  VISITING. 

Visits  are  made  by  six  Home  Teachers 
— themselves  blind— to  the  house-bound 
Blind.  Instruction  is  given  to  them  in 
chair-caning,  basketry,  knitting,  crochet- 
ing, hand  and  machine  sewing,  hammock 
and  rug  weaving,  typewriting,  reading, 
writing  and  music. 

The  Home  Teachers  and  Social  Serv- 
ice Visitors  made  during  1914,  5345  vis- 
its, a  gain  over  1913  of  900  visits. 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN, 

Where  they  are   instructed    in  broom- 
making,  chair-caning,  etc. 
Brooms  manufactured,  1914.  ...  101,445 
Brooms  manufactured,   1913...  81,376 


Gain  over  1913    20,069 

Whisk    Brooms  manufactured, 

1914    13,815 

^Vhisk    Brooms  manufactured, 

1913    10,780 


Gain  over  1913   3,025 

Chairs  caned,  1914   4,755 

Chairs  caned,  1913    4,780 

Decrease  in  1914    25 

(See  Secretary's  report  in  explanation.) 

Total  number  of  blind  men  em- 
ployed, 1914   73 

Gain  over  1913  of   5 

The  Workshop  for  Blind  Men  held 

its  annual  outing  at  Coney  Island  on 

August  6th,  the  entire  force  receiving 

a  holiday. 
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PHYSICAL  CULTURE  AND  DANCING. 

Instruction  is  given  in  separate  classes 
in  physical  culture  and  dancing  for  men 
and  women.  We  have  106  dancing 
pupils. 

BOWLING. 

There  are  three  teams  of  blind  Light- 
house bowlers.  There  are  60  members. 
Their  scores  compare  favorably  with 
those  of  the  sighted  teams  which  they 
have  challenged.  The  men  keep  their 
scores  for  themselves  in  Braille  or  New 
York  Point,  and  there  is  a  blackboard 
where  it  is  marked  up  for  the  seeing. 
Two  medals  were  bowled  for  during  the 
year. 

CLASSES  IN  MUSIC. 

We  have  had  103  music  pupils,  a  gain 
of  36  pupils  since  1913. 

Classes  for  instruction  in  Braille  musi- 
cal notation,  piano,  violin  and  cornet  are 
held  after  school  hours  and  on  Saturday 
for  school  children  and  throughout  the 
day  for  adults. 

There  is  also  a  Glee  Club  for  the 
Scouts  and  a  Choral  Class  for  the 
women. 

SUMMER   CLASSES   FOR  CHILDREN. 

Instruction  has  been  given  in  separate 
classes  for  boys  and  girls  in  cane  seat- 
ing, basketry,  sloyd,  clay-modeling,  type- 
writing, calisthenics,  beadwork,  sewing, 
cooking,  music  and  dancing,  to  72  pupils, 
a  gain  of  33  pupils  over  last  year. 

SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

Social  Service  is  given  to  the  aged  and 
afflicted  blind.  These  cases  needing  spe- 
cial treatment  are  not  listed  in  the  fore- 


going. 

Number  of  cases  for  which  special 
information  or  advice  has  been 
given    437 

Individual  cases  considered  by  Com- 
mittee   382 

Referred  to  general  and  other  agen- 
cies for  the  blind   99 

Referred  to  physicians   94 

Referred  to  opticians  for  glasses 
furnished  by  the  Association....  14 


Referred  to  dentists    7 

Placed  in  homes   5 

Placed  in  hospitals  or  convalescent 

homes    12 

People  helped  in  business  ventures 
or  home  industries   with  stock, 
equipment,  permits  or  licenses,  or 
placed  in  positions  with  sighted. .  27 
People    given    financial  relief  or 

helped  with  loans    83 

Vacations  obtained  for  (other  than 
441  at  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memor- 
ial Home)    24 

Legal  advice  obtained  for    3 

Number  of  people  for  whom  travel- 
ing expenses  were  paid  (other 

than  to  Cornwall)    27 

\'isited  in  homes  by  physicans  32 

Scholarships  obtained   3 

Christmas  and  other  holiday  dinners 

sent  out    147 

Invalids  regularly  provided  with 
delicacies  and  medical  supplies.  .  .  16 

Easter  plants  distributed    90 

Typewriters  loaned  or  given  to  pupils  8 
Sewing  machines  loaned  or  given  to 

pupils   4 

Hall  and  Braille  writer  and  Kleid- 

ographs  loaned  to  pupils    3 

-Shorthand  machines  loaned  to  pupils  3 
Phonographs  loaned  to  pupils  ....  2 

Writing  appliances  loaned   14 

Pianos  loaned  to  pupils   3 

Wheel-chair  and  invalid  appliances 
loaned  to   7 

CLOTHING  BUREAU. 

Articles  sold  at  very  low  prices, 
or  given  to  blind  people  or  needy 
members  of  their  family  1,129 


TICKET  BUREAU. 

This  Associaiton  is  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Ticket  Bureau  organized  in  1905. 
Number    of    tickets  distributed 
through  the  year  for  concerts, 
lectures  and  dramatic  entertain- 
ments   1,552 

Distributed  since  foundation  17,506 
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CLUBS. 

Meetings  of  the  Blind  Women's  Club 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  are  held  fortnightly.  It  has  a 
membership  of  73.  The  Club  held  its 
Annual  Outing  in  July. 

The  Whatsoever  Club,  an  organization 
of  colored  women,  meets  on  dates  chosen 
by  its  officers.  It  has  a  membership  of 
20. 

Meetings  of  the  Blind  Men's  Improve- 
ment Club  are  held  fortnightly.  It  has 
a  membership  of  146.  The  Club  held 
its  Annual  Outing  in  July. 

CAMP  FIRE  GIRLS. 

The  Lighthouse  Group  meets  Satur- 
day afternoons  for  Camp  Fire  routine ; 
and  also  for  instruction  in  beadwork, 
cooking,  singing,  dancing,  games.  Spe- 
cial dramatic  training-  is  also  included. 
The  girls  acted  in  three  plays  this  year. 
Number  enrolled    34 

LIGHTHOUSE  SCOUTS. 

This  troop  meets  on  Saturday  morning 
for  drill  and  classes  in  First  Aid  to  the 
Injured,  knot-making,  athletics  and  hy- 
giene. 

Number  enrolled    31 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Monthly  entertainmets  are  give  for  el- 
derly blind  women  at  the  Lighthouse  and 
on  Blackwell's  Island,  and  in  the  Kings 
County  Almshouse,  in  Brooklyn. 

Musicales,  outings,  dances  and  other 
parties  (for  men,  women  and  children 


separately),  are  given  under  Lighthouse 
auspices  and  occur  at  various  times. 

THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE. 

The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial  Home 
is  open  during  the  summer,  and  for 
brief  periods  in  the  winter  as  a  con- 
valescent home  for  the  blind.  This  year 
we  had  435  guests — 123  more  than  last 
year. 


These  figures  cannot  possibly  give  an 
idea  of  the  scope  of  the  Association's 
activities.  We  have  thousands  of  vis- 
itors each  year  at  the  Lighthouse,  mak- 
ing inquiries  concerning  their  own  edu- 
cation or  to  help  some  blind  friend. 

We  conduct  an  unofficial  Correspond- 
ence School,  and  the  blind  people  whom 
we  have  helped  in  this  way  have  been 
even  in  the  swamps  of  Florida  and  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific. 

Hardly  a  game  or  tool  for  the  blind 
leaves  our  shop  but  what  it  indicates  a 
bit  of  social  service  with  possibilities 
of  infinite  development. 

We  follow  legislation  and  have  ob- 
tained important  laws. 

There  are  many  Lighthouses  in  Amer- 
ica and  elsewhere  which  owe  their  in- 
spiration, if  not  their  actual  inception,  to 
the  Lamp  of  Lighthouse  Number  One. 


Further  detailed  information  con- 
cerning the  Association  will  be 
gladly  given  personally  or  by 
letter.  Postage  for  return  answer 
will  be  gratefully  received. 
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THO'   LOVE   IS    BLIND,   LOVE   IS   THE  KIXG, 

GOOD   PEOPLE,   HEARKEN  YE! 
IT   IS   THE   KING   COMMANDS   THIS  THING 

FOR   THOSE   THAT   CANNOT  SEE. 

Oliver  Herford. 

WHAT  WE  WANT  TO  HAVE  AND  DO  IN  1915. 
HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP. 

Give  us  suggestions,  criticism  and  fnformation  for  and  about  the  Blind. 
Lend  us  a  hand  in  work  or  play  for  them. 
Come  to  the  Lighthouse  to  study  our  work. 

Send    us    Clothes   and    Materials   for   our    Work,   and   Tickets   for  good 
Entertainments. 

Lend  us  Motors,  Carriages,  Boxes  for  Concerts  or  the  Opera,  Yachts,  or 

Country  Places. 
Buy  our  Wares. 

Help  us  to  stop  Blindness  and  to  educate  the  blind  and  the  seeing  about 

Sight-saving,  Mind-saving  and  Life-saving  for  the  Blind. 
Interest  yourself  and  others  in  our  Teaching,  Lectures,  Sales,  Entertainments,  etc. 

WHAT  WE  WANT. 

To  follow  out  our  regular  program  of  work  as  stated  in  "What  We  Have 
Done." 

To  increase  our  Guide  Service. 

To  have  another  Visitor  and  Nurse  to  find  and  relieve  the  hidden  Blind. 
To  develop  our  Musical  Department.      Music   for    the    Blind   is   Light  in 
Darkness. 
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WHAT  WE  WANT  [Confmued) 

To  have  good  pianos  for  our  Pupils  and  Musicales. 

To  have  a  grood  organ  to  prepare  our  pupils  as  efficient   Organists,  and  to 

give  Organ  Recitals  for  the  Blind. 
A   fund    to    increase    the   distribution   of   "The    Searchlight."    This  little 

magazine  in  raised  type   is    a   humble  near  "St.  Nicholas"    for  blind 

children. 

A  fund  to  start  the  Blind  in  business,  to  tide  them  over  their  first 
painful  steps  of  blindness,  and  to  teach  them  How  To  Be  Blind. 

A  Laboratory  Fund  to  find  and  try  out  new  industries  and  occupations,  to 
enlarge  the  field  of  usefulness  for  the  Blind. 

We  are  eager  to  develop  Lighthouse  activities.  To  have  an  ideal  informa- 
tion, Lecture  and  Employment  Bureau,  Salesroom,  Training  Station  and 
Factory. 

Money  enough  to  keep  our  River  Lighthouse  at  Cornwall  open  all  winter, 
so  that  it  may  be  a  Convalescent  Home  in  these  months.  To  develop 
our  River  Lighthouse  as  a  Model  Farm,  where  our  Blind  guests  can 
work  as  gardeners  and  as  poulterers.  This  work  has  been  found  bene- 
ficial and  practical  for  the  Blind. 

AvModel  Clinic  and  equipment  and  a  small  fund  for  Glasses,  Glass  Eyes, 
etc.     (See  the  Report  of  Oculist). 

Help  to  raise  the  necessary  money  to  pay  our  debts,  $15,000  wanted,  and  all 
we  can  get  to  rvm  our  "Happiness  Factory,"  as  the  Blind  call  the 
Lighthouse. 

■TT  TT 

We  can  do  our  work  if  we  have  the  funds.  We  can  use  anything 
and  turn  it  into  Light,  but  we  must  have  money  to  keep  our  Lamps  of 
Industry  and  Relief  burning. 

#  ^  #  # 

Please  consult  the  Keeper  of  the  Light  about  the  best  investment  for 
you  to  make  in  our  Happiness  Trust. 

Advice  is  gladly  given  for  Suitable  Benefactions  or  Perpetual  Light 
Giving  Memorials. 

The  Secretary  may  always  be  found  in  the  Lamp  Room,  Thursdays 
between  four  and  six,  or  otherwise  by  appointment. 

Telephone,  Plaza  3370-L 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CIIAIRMAN  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


Dr.  Ray.moxd  C.  Knox. 


rUOGRESS  UNDER  OUR  I'KESIDKNT 
MR.  CHOATE. 

The  year  just  past  has  been  one  of 
encouraging  progress.  Within  the  last 
twelve  months  the  careful  training  and 
inspiring  efforts  of  many  previous  years 
have  been  brought  to  fruition  and  given 
gratifying  evidence  of  the  place  which 
the  Association  now  occupies  in  the  con- 
structive work  for  the  Blind. 

The  presidency  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  H. 
Choate  has  been  of  incalculable  service 
and  our  success  in  raising  the  Light 
House  Fund  is  largely  due  to  his  deep 
interest  and  statesmanlike  leadership. 

OUR   SECRETARY  AT   HOME  AND  ABROAD. 

Once  again  the  Executive  Committee 
desires  to  express  their  appreciation  of 
the  skill,  energy  and  vision  which  has 
characterized  the  work  of  our  Secretary, 
Miss  Winifred  Holt.  In  addition  to  di- 
recting the  countless  number  of  home 
activities,  she  has  also  found  time  to  rep- 
resent the  Association  at  the  Interna- 
tional Conference  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind  in  London.  There  she  appeared 
as  a  Government  witness  before  the  De- 
partmental Committee  on  the  Blind, 
which  had  been  appointed,  after  a  de- 
bate in  The  Commons,  to  consider  ele- 
mentary education.  As  a  result  of  her 
talk,  that  committee  is  now  considering 
the  adoption  of  some  of  the  methods 
which  have  had  such  marked  success 
with  our  New  York  blind. 

Queen  Mary  asked  to  have  specimens 
of  the  work  of  Lighthouse  pupils  sent 
her,  and  sent  our  Secretary  a  letter  prais- 
ing it. 

High  praise  is  likewise  due  to  the  Staff 
— every  member,  hard  working,  consci- 
entious, finds  the  days  and  nights  too 
short  to  do  all  they  would  do. 

THE  DEATH  OF  DR.  MOON. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1914,  oc- 
curred the  death  of  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon. 


The  name  of  Dr.  Moon  is  of  imperish- 
able memory  and  his  labors  on  behalf 
of  the  Association  from  its  earliest  days 
are  gratefully  recorded. 

THE  SEVENTH  UNIQUE  FETE. 

The  ingenious  Annual  Fete  our  sec- 
retary organizes  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Association  was  called,  with  her  unfail- 
ing instinct  for  timeliness,  a  "Gk.'nde 
Fete  Terpsichorienne."  It  took  place 
successfully  on  April  14th  at  the  Hotel 
Astor.  Special  features  were  costume 
dances  showing  Hopi  Indians,  a  Colonial 
minuet  and  a  quadrille  in  Lincoln's  time, 
and  exhibition  dances  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
X'ernon  Castle. 

DR.  FINLEY  PRESENTS  A  MEDAL. 

A  pleasing  and  unexpected  episode  at 
the  Eete  was  the  presentation  of  the 
Gold  Medal  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Social  Sciences  to  Miss  Holt  by  Dr. 
Finley,  Commissioner  of  Education  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  who  said: 

"And  now  I  have  another  vicarious 
office  to  perform.  In  the  stead  of  ex- 
President  Taft,  the  Honorary  President 
of  the  National  Institute  of  Social  Sci- 
ences (the  most  devoted  and  distin- 
guished friend  of  the  Association  for 
the  Bhnd),  and  of  Dr.  Hamilton  W. 
Mabie,  the  regrettably  absent  President 
of  this  National  Institute,  which  is 
younger  sister  to  the  National  Institute 
of  Arts  and  Letters,  I,  as  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents,  have  the  honor  to  be- 
stow the  gold  medal  of  the  Institute  upon 
Miss  Winifred  Holt,  in  recognition  of 
her  high  service  -to  mankind. 

'T  think  of  her  as  the  Queen  Isabelh 
of  newly  discovered  worlds.  The  Span- 
ish queen  of  that  name  gave  her  jewels 
to  aid  Columbus  in  the  voyage  that  was 
to  lead  to  the  discovery  of  America.  Miss 
Holt  has  given  not  only  her  jewels  but 
herself,  her  days  and  years,  to  help  many 
a  sightless  one  to  recover  sight  and  to 
see  America  for  the  first  time,  and  thou- 
sands of  others,  still  sightless,  to  find 
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new  worlds,  undreamed  of  in  the  dark- 
ness of  their  days  undistinguished  from 
their  nights. 

"I  have  no  adequate  word  in  which 
to  appraise  her  splendid  service,  I  was 
going  to  say,  her  "self  sacrificing"  serv- 
ice, but  I  cannot  so  think  of  a  service 
performed  with  such  hopefulness  and 
constant  cheerfulness  of  spirit.  Those 
who,  though  sightless,  have  found  new 
worlds,  give  her  their  lasting  gratitude. 
I  would  not  in  the  slightest  diminish 
their  happiness  in  that  possession ;  but 
for  the  sighted,  I  would  say  to  them,  that 
they  are  still  deprived  of  one  of  the 
greatest  of  pleasures  in  that  they  cannot 


see  the  face  of  their  best  friend — Miss 
Hoh." 

****** 

I  have  made  but  brief  mention  of  a 
few  of  the  significant  events  of  the  year. 
A  complete  statement  will  be  found  in 
this  Report  in  "The  List  of  The  Plant 
and  Activities  of  the  Association," 
printed  elsewhere,  which  will  amply  re- 
pay a  careful  study,  and  further  accounts 
of  many  features  of  our  year's  work  in 
the  Report  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Light, 
which  follows  this  one. 

(Signed)    Raymond  C.  Knox, 
Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 


"Men  have  learned  through  the  help  of  the  Association  to  work  like 
those  who  have  sight,  and  in  the  work  they  have  been  taught  and  given 
to  do  they  have  restored  themselves  to  a  mental  balance  that  even  they 
can  hardly  understand.  Because  of  these  things  the  motto  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, "Light  Through  Work,"  is  justified  ;  because  of  these  things  the 
liands  of  the  Association  should  be  held  up  and  its  field  of  usefulness 
increased.  We  who  have  come  under  the  influence  of  this  Association 
know  as  no  one  else  can  know  the  splendid  work  it  is  doing,  the  noble 
impulses  that  actuate  it  and  the  breadth  of  territory  that  it  covers.  Some 
of  us  know  how  the  coming  of  the  Home  Teacher  brightens  up  the  life  of 
a  poor  blind  man  or  woman  who  must  wait  for  occasional  visitors  to  give 
that  touch  with  the  outer  world  that  is  only  possible  in  this  way.  " 

A  LETTKR  FROM  A  M.\N  BLI.XDEl)  IX  L.VTTER  LIFE — BUT 
NOW,  THANKS  TO  THE  ASSGCIATIOX  SELF-SUI'PO  RTIXG. 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SEAL. 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE  LOG. 
WRITTEN  BY  THE  KEEPER  OF  THE  LIGHT 

MISS  WINIFRED  HOLT. 


THE   BLIND   AND   THE  WAR. 

In  this  fearful  time  of  war  the  Light- 
house stands  firm  on  its  neutral  rock. 
The  world  is  its  country ;  to  do  good  its 
religion.  Its  light  shines  alike  for  the 
stricken  Italian,  Austrian  or  German,  as 
well  as  for  the  children  of  the  Allies. 
The  ceaseless  currents  which  lash  against 
its  base  bring  to  it  blind  men,  women  and 
children  of  all  nationalities.  The  Keep- 
ers of  the  Light  must  have  the  interna- 
tional mind. 

The  deadly  wear  of  war  has,  however, 
left  its  mark  on  the  crew  and  the  pas- 
sengers. Never  has  our  task  been  more 
difficult ;  never  have  we  had  to  struggle 
harder  to  lend  a  hand  to  those  ship- 
wrecked by  blindness.  Now  that  tht 
cost  of  food,  materials — everything — has 
risen,  it  takes  new  courage  and  fresh  de- 
termination for  our  work  to  succeed. 
Willow,  grown  in  blood-stained  France, 
has  advanced  to  an  almost  j^rohibitive 
price.     Generous  friends,  who  have  al- 


ways helped  to  keep  the  light  bright,  now 
feel  their  resources  so  overtaxed  that 
they  caimot  help  even  the  blind  as  they 
did  in  piping  times  of  peace.  Even  our 
cry  of  "Buy  a  Broom,"  made  by  the 
blind,  is  unheeded.  In  war  time  last 
year's  broom  must  serve  ! 

World-wide  tragedy  has  caused  us  all 
to  readjust  our  point  of  view.  Not 
among  the  least  heroic  and  the  least  self- 
sacrificing  to  face  the  deprivations  of 
hard  times  have  been  the  blind.  While 
the  nations  rage,  some  of  the  blind  are 
bereft  of  bread  and  work.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  war  our  sewing  class  of 
blind  women  immediately  started  work- 
ing for  the  Red  Cross,  while  our  class 
of  blind  men  and  women  gathered  their 
meagre  pennies  to  help  the  suffering 
heroes  of  the  fight. 

BLIND  REFUGEES. 

In  one  of  the  London  hostels  filled  with 
Belgian  refugees  the  Secretary  found  a 
distracted  blind  woman.      She  had  es- 
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SIGHT  SAVED,  AND  PLAYING  THK  GUITAR 
A  Lighthouse  Scout  who  has  recovered  liis  siglit  beino-  tau<jlit  the  guitar  by  a 

Blind  Bel<rian  Refu<>ee 
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caped  with  her  young  daughter  from  the 
smoking  ruins  of  Termonde,  where  she 
had  searched  in  vain  to  find  her  hus- 
band. It  was  a  privilege  for  the  As- 
sociation's representative  to  lend  a  hand 
to  relieve  this  tragedy.  The  husband 
has  been  found  and  the  woman,  now 
placed  in  a  safe  home,  is  trying  to  for- 
get the  horrors  which  she  has  experi- 
enced. 

The  first  cataclysm  of  the  war  sent  us 
a  pathetic  refugee.  A  blind  man,  who 
had  lived  for  many  years  peacefully  with 
his  wife  on  a  small  farm  in  Belgium.  His 
home  was  utterly  destroyed,  his  money 
and  property  lost.  Of  American  birth, 
in  poverty  and  distress  of  mind  and 
body,  he  naturally  found  his  way  back 
to  New  York.  He  was  brought  by  his 
wife  to  the  Lighthouse.  He  is  now 
happily  employed  in  work  which  gives 
him  a  small  wage,  while  he  finds  peace 
and  solace  in  music.  His  wife  has  joined 
the  staf¥  of  the  Association,  and  is  a 
happy  wage-earner. 

MORE    WORK    THAN  EVER. 

The  war  has  by  no  means  done  away 
with  our  rush  of  work.  Its  "business  is 
as  usual"' — or,  more  than  usual.  But 
if  we  are  to  fulfill  our  task,  and  not  turn 
away  any  of  the  stricken  who  seek  our 
help,  the  community  must,  if  possible, 
uphold  our  hands  with  greater  sympathy 
and  generosity  than  ever.  In  the  past 
the  public  has  given  us  nobly.  Now  we 
pray  that  though  the  sacrifice  to  help 
must  be  greater,  our  increased  need  will 
be  appreciated  and  that  we  may  have 
that  sympathy  and  that  substantial  sup- 
port which  is  essential  for  our  task. 

S.WING  PENNIES. 

We  hold  fast  to  our  determination 
to  lose  no  chance  of  saving  a  penny  or 
making  a  penny.  To  curtail  cost  the 
Report  this  year  is  shortened,  thus  giv- 
ing us  pennies  saved  in  printing  and 
postage.  The  Reports  of  the  Chairmen 
of  various  Committees  have  been  merely 
quoted,  so  as  to  give  the  most  essential 
information.  Our  illustrations  have  been 


generously  paid  for  by  a  friend  of  the 
Association. 

The  Secretary  does  not  attempt  in  this 
report  to  cover  all  the  numerous  activities 
of  the  Lighthouse,  which  will  be  found 
fully  tabulated  under  "A  List  of  The 
Plant  and  Work  of  the  Association" 
(pagexii). 

Any  special  information  not  contained 
in  the  Report  will  gladly  be  furnished 
at  the  Lighthouse  personally  or  by  letter. 
It  would  be  kind,  though,  if  those  writ- 
ing would  remember  that  pennies  for 
return  postage  would  enable  us  to  de- 
vote other  pennies  toward  our  work 
to  prevent  blindness,  to  help  the  blind 
to  help  themselves,  and  to  relieve  those 
in  distress.  The  Secretary  may  be 
found  in  the  Lamp  Room  on  Thursdays 
between  four  and  six  o'clock,  or  by  ap- 
pointment. 

OUR  H.A.PPINESS  FACTORY. 

We  can  use  anything  from  a  postage 
stamp  to  a  million  dollar  cheque,  from 
old  clothes  to  automobiles.  We  have 
never  yet  received  a  donation  which  we 
could  not  find  use  for.  Will  the  public 
kindly  bear  in  mind  that  we  stand  not 
only  as  beggars  for  a  work  of  civic,  eco- 
nomic, and  philanthropic  importance,  but 
that  we  can  help  all,  use  everything-  and 
convert  it  into  light  for  the  blind, 
through  what  one  of  them  called  "Our 
Happiness  Factory." 

P.\THFIXr)ERS. 

On  this,  our  eighth  birthday,  as  we 
look  back  to  our  beginnings,  we  are  not 
discouraged.  We  started  with  debts, 
without  equipment,  without  friends,  even 
with  opponents  who  laughed  at  our  vis- 
ionary enterprise  of  a  Lighthouse  for 
the  Blind.  Why  should  such  an  organi- 
zation exist?  Were  there  not  sufficient 
places  where  they  could  be  walled  up 
to  live  harmless  existences  at  a  com- 
paratively small  expense  to  the  com- 
munity? W^ere  there  not  institutions  for 
blind  children,  institutions  for  blind 
grown-ups,  homes  for  the  aged  and  in- 
firm, and  the  poor  houses,  prisons  and 
lunatic  asylums? 
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PAYING  PHILANTHROPIES. 

We  have  already  taught  the  blind  see- 
ing public  that  it  is  cheaper  to  invest  a 
little  for  training  for  a  few  months  or 


^;AT  THK  •  HAPl'lXHSS  FACTORY  ' 
Two  Hliiul  Girls  Dancing 
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years,  to  etjuip  the  blind  man  or  woman 
to  become  a  wage  earner,  than  it  is  to 
shut  him  up,  give  him  a  few  reeds  to 
make  baskets,  and  pay  his  board  for  the 
rest  of  his  life  and  then  his  burial  ex- 


penses. The  seeing  now  know  that  it  is 
better  to  turn  out  blind  workers  as 
a  result  of  patience  and  payment,  than 
to  wall  up  potential,  capable  citizens  who 
only  need  help  to  learn  to  conquer  their 
handicap.  The  community  has  finall}" 
taken  this  truth  to  heart,  and  each  da}- 
we  find  the  old  opposition  growing  into 
toleration,  even  into  enthusiastic  co- 
operation and  support.  The  old  order 
has  passed  away,  and  a  light-giving  age 
for  the  blind  has  dawned  to  become  in- 
creasingly bright  until  in  no  corner  oi 
the  earth  shall  the  blind,  forgotten,  hope- 
less, remain  with  idle  hands  and  brain. 
For  all  there  shall  be  light  through  work. 

THANKS. 

It  is  impossible  to  thank  the  individ- 
uals and  the  organizations  who  have  lent 
us  the  hand  of  brotherhood,  and  helped 
to  keep  our  light  bright.  To  doctors, 
nurses,  hospitals,  the  charity  organiza- 
tions, the  Association  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Poor,  the  Outdoor  Re- 
lief, the  Board  of  Education,  the  ^letro- 
politan  Opera  House,  and  countless 
others,  w^e  earnestly  give  thanks  here, 
and  more  detailed  recognition  to  others 
later  in  this  report. 

We  wish  particularly  to  thank  Mrs. 
Lewis  M.  Woodruft  for  contributing  to 
the  support  of  the  Association  the  roy- 
alties from  her  sympathetic  book,  "The 
Lady  of  the  Lighthouse,"  and  for  or- 
ganizing the  benefit  performance  of  "The 
Girls  of  1776." 

THE  LAMP. 

The  construction  of  our  lamp  is  like 
that  of  other  lighthouses  that  prevent 
shipwreck  and  disaster.  It  consists  of 
two  lights — our  lamp  of  service  gives 
light  through  work  to  those  who  are 
able  to  be  self-helpful.  The  lamp  of 
consolation  seeks  the  stricken  blind  lost 
in  black  pools  of  despair  and  brings 
healing. 

FIT  THE  TASK  TO  THE  MAN. 

W'e  are  no  longer  satisfied  that  it  is 
right  merely  to  make  all  the  blind  basket 
weavers,  broom  makers,  brush  makers. 
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tuners  or  musicians.  We  can,  but  we 
feel  that  it  is  our  duty  to  consult  the 
personality  of  those  who  ask  our  help. 
Suiting  the  task  and  the  blind  man,  not 
the  blind  man  to  the  task.  Our  ques- 
tion is  not  what  we  have  to  offer,  but 
"what  can  you  do?"  If  the  blind  man 
is  fitted  for  a  new  and  efficient  service  it 
behooves  the  Lighthouse  people,  if  pos- 
sible, to  train  him  for  it.    If  a  man  has 


keener  from  that  lack  of  distraction  in- 
separable from  sight. 

THE  BLIND  COMPOSER. 

A  German  writer  and  composer  who 
had  suddenly  lost  his  sight  applied  at  the 
Lighthouse  to  be  taught  to  make  brooms. 
With  that  gentle  humor  of  our  crew  he 
was  told  that  he  might  make  as  many 
brooms  as  he  wanted  to,  but  that  we 


A  BLIND  CABINKT  MAKER 
Where  work  may  be  bought  at  the  Lijrhthouse 
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been  an  editor,  even  if  blindness  has 
overtaken  him,  as  it  did  Mr.  Pulitzer, 
why  should  his  trained  ability  be  turned 
into  chair  caning  or  newspaper  selling? 
The  Lighthouse  seeks  to  give  him  the 
tools  and  special  knowledge  to  enable 
him  to  overcome  his  handicap,  to  return 
to  his  old  labor,  perhaps  even  with  his 
memory  strengthened  and  his  abilities 


hoped  that  he  would  not  give  up  his 
more  profitable  occupation  of  music  or 
composition.  "But  how  can  I  keep  on 
in  my  old  path?"  said  the  stricken  and 
bewildered  man.  "So,"  said  a  teacher, 
himself  blind,  as  he  slipped  a  sheet  of 
raised  music  beneath  the  fingers  of  the 
composer.  "Surely  you  can  read  with 
your  ten  eyes  as  I  do.  quite  as  quickly 
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as  with  your  old  two  eyes !  Also  you  can 
write  your  composition  quickly;  look!" 

BLINDNESS  AS  AN  ASSET. 

Deftly  the  skilled  blind  man  wrote  with 
his  stilus  (the  pen  of  Romans  of  old  and 
of  the  blind  to-day)  raised  notes  of 
music.  "See,  there  you  have  the  scale 
of  B,  and  the  chord  of  B  Minor.  There 
are  no  obstacles  for  us  in  recording 
music.  I  have  always  thought  how  much 
easier  it  would  have  been  for  poor  Bee- 
thoven if  he  had  been  blind  instead  of 
deaf;  I  really  think  blindness  is  useful 
to  musicians."  The  new  Lighthouse  re- 
cruit's eyes  filled  with  tears  as  he  ex- 
claimed, seizing  the  adept's  hand  in  a 
grip  of  gratitude,  "Why,  then  T  can  still 
work  and  keep  on  with  my  symphony." 
"Certainly,"  answered  the  monitor,  "not 
only  keep  on,  but  do  much  better  work 
I  should  think,  thanks  to  blindness;  it 
really  is  in  some  senses  a  great  blessing, 
a  fine  asset."  "Oh,  you  are  pleased  to 
joke,"  said  the  pupil.  "No,  I  am  quite 
serious.  Blindness  often  makes  the 
mediocre  seeing  man  a  person  of  dis- 
tinction. I  heard  a  blind  preacher  the 
other  day  who  could  not  possibly  have 
held  his  audience  as  a  seeing  man,  but 
now  that  he  is  blind,  the  moment  he 
comes  on  the  platform  he  has  the  atten- 
tion of  everybody,  and  although  betwee  i 
you  and  me  he  was  a  very  poor  preacher 
formerly,  now  people  always  listen  to 
him,  thanks  to  his  miscalled  calamitv, 
which  has  developed  his  mind  and  elo- 
quence." 

This  is  typical  of  the  way  in  which 
our  trained  blind  workers  give  hope  and 
confidence  to  the  Lighthouse  recruits. 
The  composer  is  now  "learning  how  to 
be  blind."  He  is  happy  again  in  his 
scholarly  and  tranquil  life  which  he  be- 
lieves will  bear  new  and  better  artistic 
fruit. 

CHANGES. 

Last  year  we  recorded  with  great  re- 
gret the  resignation  of  Dr.  Finley  as 
President  of  the  Association.  At  the 
same  time  we  congratulated  ourselves 
heartily  at  his  position  being  filled  by 


the  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate.  The  see- 
saw of  events  now  has  made  Dr.  Finley, 
in  resigning  from  the  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  eligible  once  more  for  his 
old  post,  and  yet  nothing  could  induce 
us  to  part  with  Mr.  Choate  as  our  Chief. 
Therefore  we  can  both  welcome  back 
Dr.  Finley,  and  hold  fast  to  our  beloved 
President. 

We  greatly  regret  that  owing  to  his 
much  increased  duties.  Dr.  Erdmann,  so 
long  a  sympathetic  and  helpful  doctor  to 
the  Association,  has  been  compelled  to 
resign.  His  post  has  been  filled  by  Dr. 
George  W.  Jacoby,  who  has  helped  us 
so  long  on  our  Advisory  Board. 

A\^e  note  with  deep  regret  the  death  of 
Dr.  Robert  C.  INIoon  of  our  Advisory 
Board,  to  whom  tribute  is  paid  in  "Three 
Great  Light  Givers"  later  in  this  Report. 

THE  ASSOCIATION  HONORS. 

V\'e  hope  with  increasing  age  we  be- 
come increasingly  modest,  but  we  take 
a  wholesome  gratification  in  the  honors 
which  have  been  bestowed  on  the  organ- 
ization. Among  the  most  recent  are  a 
medal  from  the  Institute  of  Social  Sci- 
ence, April,  1914,  and  a  certificate  in  rec- 
ognition of  the  excellence  of  our  Exhib- 
its at  the  International  Exhibition  held 
in  London  in  June,  1914.  Amongst  these 
honors  we  should  not  forget  the  letter 
of  kind  appreciation  from  the  Queen  of 
England,  printed  later  in  this  report. 

PIONEERS. 

As  the  Pioneer  Organization  of  the 
State  for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  the 
education,  employment  and  relief  of  the 
blind,  we  are  able  with  almost  a  paternal 
pride  to  welcome  the  ever  increasing 
number  of  helpful  activities  for  the  blind. 

OTHER  WORK. 

Much  interesting  work  has  been  re- 
cently started  for  the  Blind.  The  Asso- 
ciation's own  efforts  have  become  so  ex- 
tensive that  it  is  necessary  to  restrict  this 
report  rather  closely  to  them. 

We  find  it  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  study  what  others  are  doing  and  to 
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learn  wherever  we  can.  We  would  rec- 
ommend all  Typhlophiles  to  read  for  in- 
formation concerning  work  in  England, 
'■Tlie  Blind"  edited  by  Henry  J.  Wilson, 
Esq.,  Gardener's  Trust  for  the  Blind, 
London,  and  for  work  in  America  The 
Outlook  for  the  Blind,  edited  by  Charles 
E.  E.  Campbell,  Esq.,  or  the  other  maga- 
zines, a  list  of  which  will  be  found  on  the 
back  cover  of  this  report. 

OnSERVATIONS  FROM  OUR  CONNING  TOWER. 

To  get  a  broad  view  of  the  horizon  of 
the  Blind  it  is  important  for  the  Keeper 
of  the  Light  to  scan  the  field  from  Nor- 
way to  South  Africa,  from  India  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  to  read  in  many  foreign 
tongues  the  Reports  of  Light  Einding 
Agencies. 

WORK  ABROAD. 

It  is  stimulating  to  watch  the  beacons 
for  the  blind,  lighting  their  paths 
throughout  the  world.  These  centers 
emphasize  the  tragedy  of  those  places 
where  the  blind  still  grope  in  enforced 
idleness. 

The  search-light  of  Turkish  Armenia 
brings  an  inspiring  account  of  Mr.  Ham- 
])artzuin  Armanian.  Though  totally 
blind  for  over  thirty-six  years,  this  he- 
roic man  has  directed  and  to  a  large 
extent  financed  the  great  National  In- 
stitution in  his  country,  from  which  he 
has  sent  forth  over  three  thousand  bright- 
eyed,  useful  young  men  to  do  their  work 
in  all  walks  of  life. 

The  Tokio  School  for  the  Blind,  in 
which  the  Empress  is  much  interested, 
f;ives,  of  course,  a  characteristically  up- 
to-date  report,  showing  the  efficiency  an  1 
hygienic  precaution  taken  for  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  and  for  the  blind 
in  its  progressive  country. 

Mr.  Sung  Ken  Ling,  of  the  Shanghai 
Institution  for  the  Chinese  blind,  says 
tersely  and  truly,  speaking  as  a  blind 
man.  "It  is  mostly  by  means  of  self  ac- 
tivity, and  partly  through  help,  that  we 
are  able  to  raise  ourselves  to  the  same 
level  as  our  fellow  men." 


A  STYLOGRAPH  PEN  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Dr.  Mell,  the  director  of  the  Institute 
in  Vienna,  in  his  scholarly  publication, 
"J^'on  Unscrn  Blinden,"  contributes  much 
of  interest  to  us,  including  an  account  of 
the  stylographic  pen  invented  for  the 
blind  in  1813,  and  an  account  of  a  blind 
inventor  and  clockmaker. 

THE     INTERNATIONAL     CONFERENCE  FOR 
THE  BLIND. 

The  letter  given  to  the  Secretary  by 
President  Wilson  and  asking  her  to  give 
his  best  wishes  and  those  of  the  people 
of  the  LInited  States  of  America  to  the 
International  Conference  for  the  Blind 
was  highly  appreciated.  The  paper  read 
by  the  Secretary  on  "Sight  Saving  and 
Light  Through  Work  for  the  Blind"  has 
been  printed  in  the  Report  of  the  Con- 
ference, which  may  be  found  in  the 
Lighthouse  Library. 

OUR  EXHIBIT  IN  LONDON. 

The  Lighthouse  Exhibition  at  the  In- 
ternational Congress  attracted  much  in- 
terest from  all  classes  of  visitors.  The 
distinguished  Chairman  of  the  Confer- 
ence, Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  with  his 
indefatigable  energy  and  good  fellowship 
brought  order  out  of  chaos,  and  imbued 
his  great  undertaking  with  much  charm. 
Miss  Beatrice  Taylor,  Chairman  of  the 
Hospitality  Committee,  was  presented  by 
Lord  Kinnaird  with  a  medal  inscribed  in 
part  "To  Beatrice  Taylor  from  her  blind 
and  seeing  friends  from  thirty  countries 
in  recognition  of  her  efficient  and  unsel- 
fish service."  Too  much  cannot  be  said 
of  her  signal  and  successful  devotion 
to  her  task.  Mr.  Stuart  Johnson,  Chair- 
man of  the  Exhibition  Committee ;  Mr. 
Henry  Stainsby,  the  Hon.  Secretary ;  and 
Mr.  Absel,  the  Acting  Secretary,  received 
enthusiastic  recognition  for  their  achieve- 
ments in  their  several  capacities. 

INTEREST  IN  THE  CHILDREN'S  WORK. 

The  Association  was  very  proud  to 
have  under  its  wing  an  Exhibit  kindly 
gathered  through  the  good  offices  of  the 
City  Superintendent  of     Schools,  Dr. 


Eighth  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  BHnd      1 1 


Maxwell,  and  his  aides.  This  exhibit 
showed  vividly  the  fine  achievement  of 
the  blind  children  in  the  public  schools 
(if  New  York,  the  remarkable  work  ini- 
tiated by  the  tireless  efforts  of  the  late 
Miss  Bingham. 

The  Association's  delegate  was  very 
glad  to  represent  both  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation of  New  York  and  the  Brooklyn 
Bureau  of  Charities,  though  unfortu- 
nately the  exhibit  of  the  latter  did  not 
arrive. 

At  a  dimier  given  at  the  Hotel  Cecil 
to  the  delegates  of  the  Congress,  and 
attended  by  over  two  hundred,  the  Asso- 
ciation's representative  had  the  honor  of 
speaking  for  the  United  States  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Chairman,  the  Hon.  Alan 
Burgoyne,  M.  P. 

A   GOVERNMENT  WITNESS. 

When  the  Conference  had  finished,  the 
Association's  representative,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Departmental  Committee  of 
the  Blind,  appointed  after  a  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  appeared  as  a  Gov- 
ernment Witness  before  that  body  of 
which  Mr.  Hayes  Fisher  was  Chairman. 
The  Secretary's  testimony,  which  was 
quite  extensive,  will  appear  in  the  British 
Blue  Book  and  duly  figure  in  the  parlia- 
mentary discussion  on  the  welfare  of  the 
Blind.  It  may  now  be  found  in  the 
Lighthouse  Library.  The  Association's 
exhibit  was  valued  as  supplementing  this 
testimony.  The  principal  points  which 
the  Secretary  tried  to  emphasize  were : 
the  need  of  placing  the  blind  child  side 
by  side  in  classes,  and  work  and  play, 
with  the  sighted  child ;  the  importance  in 
the  training  of  children  and  adults  of 
considering  the  individual  taste  and  ca- 
pacity; the  mistake  of  "walling  up"  the 
blind  in  institutions  or  asylums  when  it 
was  in  any  way  possible  to  avoid  do- 
ing so  and  the  necessity  of  the  work  of 
the  blind  being  as  good  as.  if  not  better 
than  that  of  the  sighted. 

AN   ENGLISH  LIGHTHOUSE.? 

It  was  gratifying  that  at  the  Interna- 
tional Conference  of  the  Blind  the  Presi- 


dent of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  Mr.  C.  Arthur  Pearson,  asked  to 
reply  to  the  Secretary's  paper,  and  in  his 
very  appreciative  speech  said  that  the 
light  of  the  New  York  Lighthouse  had 
penetrated  to  the  Mother  Country  and 
suggested  that  it  had  perhaps  kindled 
another  Light  which  would  shortly  rise 
for  the  Blind  in  England. 

MR.    PEARSON    HELPS   THE  BLIND. 

The  success  of  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Pear- 
son, himself  blind,  is  a  helpful  one  for 
us  all  to  know  about.  While  Secretary 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
of  London,  by  his  ability  and  ceaseless 
energy  he  raised  the  large  sum  required 
to  pay  for  its  model  beautiful  building, 
and  to  put  the  institute  on  a  firm  finan- 
cial footing.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  he  has  been  the  chief  force  which 
has  raised  the  great  sum  for  the  Prince 
of  Wales  fund,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
families  of  the  war  sufferers. 

A    GREAT    WORK  UNIFORM  TYPE. 

At  the  International  Conference,  the 
Uniform  Type  Committee,  which  has 
undertaken  to  simplify  the  present  con- 
fusing and  extravagant  multiplicity  of 
tactile  prints  for  the  blind,  held  an  im- 
portant meeting  in  London.  This  body 
of  earnest  workers  showed  its  singleness 
of  purpose.  Not  only  was  its  attitude 
to  its  work  scholarly  and  progressive,  but 
both  opposing  sides  evinced  generous 
willingness  to  sacrifice  cherished  theories 
and  beloved  points  in  order  to  come  to  a 
common  decision  and  a  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  their  grave  problem.  It  is  earn- 
estly hoped  that  in  1915  this  Committee 
will  earn  the  thanks  of  the  world  by 
conscientiously  concluding  its  work  of 
discovering  the  simplest  and  best  type 
for  the  blind,  which  will  become  uni- 
versal. The  Chairman  of  the  LTniform 
Type  Committee,  who  deserves  our 
homage  for  his  remarkable  volunteer 
effort,  is  Mr.  M.  C.  Migel.  17  Madison 
Avenue,  New  York  City.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Committee  is  Mr.  Elwyn  H.  Fow- 
ler, himself  blind,  Manager  of  the  Tun- 
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ing  Department  of  the  Perkins  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind,  Watertown,  ^lass. 

A      GREETING      FROM      THE      QUEEN  OF 
ENGLAND. 

The  Association  was  much  gratified 
that  Queen  Wary  should  have  been  in- 
terested in  the  Lighthouse  products.  At 
her  request  a  small  exhibit  was  sent  to  her 
at  Buckingham  Palace.  The  following 
letter,  with  a  signed  photograph  of  the 
Queen,  was  received: 

Buckingham  Palace, 

18th  September,  1914. 

Dear  Madam  :  The  Queen  has  inspect- 
ed the  examples  of  Lighthouse  industries 
made  by  blind  workers  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  and  is  much 
pleased  with  the  work.  I  am  now  re- 
turning it  to  you  under  separate  cover. 

Her  Majesty  and  the  Princess  Mary 
desire  me  to  convey  to  you  an  expression 
of  their .  sincere  thanks  for  the  embroid- 
ered bag  and  book,  which  you  have  been 
good  enough  to  send  for  their  acceptance. 

The  Queen  admires  the  bag  very  much 
indeed  and  thinks  it  beautifully  executed. 

I  am,  Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)    E.  W.  Wallington. 

Private  Secretary. 
To  Miss  A\'inifred  Holt. 

WORK  .\T  HOME. 

The  beautiful  reports,  especially  of  the 
two  Pennsylvania  Institutions  for  the 
Blind,  at  Pittsburgh  and  Overbrook,  and 
the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in 
Massachusetts,  are  full  of  inspiration  as 
records  of  achievement,  and  through  the 
added  interests  given  by  their  artistic 
illustrations.  The  various  activities  in 
our  own  State  give  us  also  interesting 
reading. 

We  wish  that  we  had  more  space  in 
which  to  dwell  on  the  beautiful  work  of 
others.  Our  constant  endeavor  is  to  lose 
no  opportunity  to  learn  from  our  fellow 
workers  in  the  field — no  matter  what 
geographic  obstacles  may  interpose.  We 


have  with  them  a  common  aim,  sympa- 
thy, and  enthusiasm  in  our  allied  fight 
against  darkness. 

A    BLIND^    paralyzed,    but  SUCCESSFUL 

editor. 

The  American  Magazine  recently  con- 
tained a  sketch  of  D.  Douglas  Wilson, 
who  despite  blindness  and  paralysis  is 
the  dean  of  American  Labor  editors,  and 
ably  conducts  his  journal. 

A   NEW  BLIND  LEGISLATOR. 

It  is  pleasant  to  welcome,  as  a  worker 
for  the  seeing,  another  blind  legislator. 
Mr.  Henry  Van  Vilet,  of  Manchester, 
N^.  H.,  was  for  eight  years  a  pupil  of  the 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind.  He  is 
now  a  representative  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire. 

REGULAR  HAPPENINGS. 

The  customary  programme  for  1914 
has  not  varied  much  from  the  usual 
Year's  Events. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Annual  INIeeting  took  place  on 
December  18th.  Owing  to  the  regretta- 
ble illness  of  the  President,  the  Chair 
was  occupied  by  Dr.  Knox,  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee.  It  was  no- 
ta1)le  as  being  the  first  Annual  Meeting 
to  take  place  in  the  new  Lighthouse.  The 
customary  business  was  transacted.  Re- 
]iorts  from  Chairmen  of  the  various 
Committees  and  especially  the  reports  of 
the  Presidents  of  the  Blind  Women's' and 
Blind  Men's  Clubs  were  listened  to  with 
much  interest.  Mr.  Resnikoff  (baritone) 
kindly  sang,  and  various  informal 
speeches  were  made.  The  statistics 
sliowed  marked  progress  in  all  branches 
of  the  work. 

THE   NEW   STATE  CHAIRMAN. 

Though  Dr.  John  H.  Finley  has  re- 
signed the  chairmanship  of  the  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind,  he  is  fortu- 
nately succeeded  by  that  other  devoted 
friend  of  the  sightless,  Mr.  Herbert  L. 
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ganized  by  Mesdames  Lorillard  Spencer 
and  Donn  Barber,  and  given  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Jtdiana  Cutting;  a 
Quadrille  in  Washington  at  the  close  of 
the  War  between  the  States,  org'anized  by 
Mesdames  Ashton  De  Peyster  and  Lyle 
]\Iahan  and  given  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Edith  M.  Benjamin,  and  exhibi- 
tion dances  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  X'ernon 


BUSY  BASKET  BEE  AND  POTTERS  AT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 
The  Potters  are  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  is  a  Avoman  weaving  basketry  over  pottery 
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Satterlee  whose  unfailing  devotion  and 
sympathy  have  already  accomplished 
so  much. 

CHRISTMAS  SALE. 

Owing  to  the  great  kindness  of  a  friend, 
the  Lighthouse  Christmas  Sale  was  held 
at  No.  669  Fifth  Avenue,  free  of  cost 
in  this  most  favorably  situated  store. 


Many  visitors  were  attracted  not  only  to 
buy  the  work,  but  to  inspect  its  actual 
manufacture  by  the  blind  artisans,  who 
displayed  the  making  of  woven  articles, 
brooms,  baskets,  etc.  A  blind  stenogra- 
pher also  took  dictation  from  the  public. 

ANNUAL  SALE. 

The  Lighthouse  Holiday  Sale  was  held 
on  December  10th,  11th  and  12th,  and 
both  sales  netted  over  $1,000. 

ANNUAL  FETE. 

The  Annual  Fete  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  on  April  14th.  Because  of  the 
prevailing  craze  for  dancing  it  was  made 
a  "Grande  Fete  Terpsichorienne." 

Special  features  of  the  Fete  were  a 
Hopi  Indian  dance  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Dwight  Franklyn  ;  a  Minuet  in  the 
time  of  Washington  and  Lafayette,  or- 


Castle.  Miss  Carolyn  Wells  wrote 
especially  for  the  program  "  The  True 
History  of  Dance." 

The  Fete  as  usual  was  honored  by 
many  distinguished  guests.  At  the  last 
moment  the  Governor  was  prevented 
from  being  present,  but  sent  an  encour- 
aging letter  to  the  Association.  He  was 
represented  by  Mrs.  Glynn.  The  Mayor 
of  New  York  and  Mrs.  Mitchel  also 
came.  There  were  many  diplomats  and 
attaches  from  the  various  Embassies  and 
Legations  present.  Mr.  Charles  Stewart 
Butler  and  Mr.  Henry  Morgan  Post  ren- 
dered as  usual  highly  efficient  aid,  by 
spectively  as  Chairman  of  the  Floor 
Committee  and  as  Treasurer. 

Letters  from  ex-President  Taft  and 
the  Governor,  and  from  the  President  of 
the  Association,  Mr.  Choate,  unfortu- 
nately  detained   on  account  of  illness, 
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were  read.  His  Honor,  the  ]Mayor,  and 
the  Hon.  Seth  Low,  Dr.  Finley,  the 
Commissioner  of  Education,  and  the  Sec- 
retary made  brief  speeches  in  behalf  of 
the  efforts  of  the  Committee  of  One 
Hundred  organized  by  ]\lr.  Choate,  to 
raise  funds  for  the  Wind. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  FUND 
COM  MITTEE. 

In  March,  1914,  at  the  house  of  the 
Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  the  President 
of  the  Association,  was  organized  the 
Lighthouse  Fund  Committee,  of  which 
Mr.  Arthur  Williams  became  Chairman, 
Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg,  Vice-Chairman, 
Mr.  John  Seely  Ward,  Treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Louis  S.  Treadwell,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  numbered  one  hun- 
dred (men  and  women)  who  co-operated 
in  an  organized  campaign  to  raise  a 
fund  with  which  to  pay  off  the  mortgage, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  building  debt, 
of  the  Lighthouse.  The  Committee  was 
so  successful  that  it  accomplished  its 
task  by  the  summer.  It  is  impossible  to 
express  the  deep  appreciation  of  the  As- 
sociation for  the  tireless  and  unselfish  aid 
given  to  it  in  its  great  time  of  need  by 
these  generous  and  enthusiastic  friends 
under  the  inspiring  leadership  of  its 
President  and  his  generous  co-workers. 

Mr.  Arthur  Williams  helped  with  such 
zeal  that  everybody  had  to  work.  Mr. 
\^''arburg  was  as  usual  councillor,  phil- 
osopher and  friend.  Mr.  Ward  was  ef- 
fective as  ever  in  his  time-honored  role 
of  keeper  of  the  purse  and  wisely  made  it 
obvious  that  we  had  to  have  money,  and 
have  it  quickly.  Everyone  was  gener- 
ous in  effort  and  those  who  could,  in 
purse.  For  results  see  Subscribers  to  the 
Lighthouse  Fund  in  this  Report. 

LIGHTHOUSE  SERVICE. 

THE  CENSUS. 

We  must  first  find  the  blind  before 
we  can  help  them.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  eight  years  ago  we  had  less 
than  five  hundred  blind  people  listed, 
when  now  we  are  approaching  closely 


eleven  thousand  names  and  have  been  in 
touch  altogether  with  about  7,700  blind. 
The  census  is  invaluable  for  ourselves 
as  well  as  for  other  organizations  and 
in.lividuals,  especially  doctors,  nurses, 
teachers,  almoners,  etc. 

SIGHT  SAVING  SERVICE. 

The  Association  started  the  first  lay 
committee  in  this  State  for  the  preven- 
tion of  blindness. 

It  was  instrumental  in  securing  laws 
for  the  preservation  of  sight,  and  in 
securing  an  annual  appropriation  for  a 
prophylactic,  which  is  distributed 
through  the  health  boards,  for  the  pre- 
vention of  Infant  Ophthalmia. 

Of  course  the  corner  stone  of  econ- 
omy, sanity  and  humanity  in  our  work 
is  stopping  blindness,  and  we  are  very 
proud  that  as  a  lay  committee  it  is  to 
the  Association's  efforts  that  the  first 
Committee  for  the  Blind  was  started 
eight  years  ago. 

Our  sight  saving  department  has 
grown  greatly,  and  we  are  glad  to  report 
not  only  an  increased  distribution  of  our 
clinic  cards,  but  that  our  clinic  is  becom» 
ing  increasingl}^  popular  and  helpful. 

FROM    OCULIST   TO  TEACHER. 

The  advantages  of  having  a  clinic  in 
the  Lighthouse  must  be  obvious  to  all. 
From  the  diagnosis  of  our  doctor  and 
oculist  we  can  readily  tell  how  much 
vision,  if  any,  a  patient  will  have,  or  if 
we  must  prepare  him  to  fight  his  battle 
in  the  dark.  Often  we  know  of  coming 
blindness  and  are  able  with  tact  and 
patience  to  prepare  a  Lighthouse  passen- 
ger so  as  to  be  ready  to  find  light 
through  work  when  the  dark  curtain  falls. 
This  immensely  lessens  shock  and  de- 
pression. 

MAKING  READY  FOR  THE  CLOUD. 

As  a  pedestrian  will  take  his  umbrella 
when  he  sees  a  threatening  cloud,  so  we 
want  our  wards,  who  must  face  blind- 
ness, to  approach  the  coming  cloud  with 
their  implements  for  reading  and  writ- 
ing letters  or  music,  for  typewriting,  as 
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well  as  for  enjoying  many  compensations 
which  may  be  found  in  blindness.  One 
of  our  finders  of  light  knew  of  her  com- 
ing blindness.    Each  day,  with  unfalter- 


YOUNG  ITALIAN  WOMAN  BLINDED  BY 
WOOD  ALCOHOL 

The  wood  alcohol  was  concealed  in  a  drug.  She 
it  now  a  cheerful  Lighthouse  pupil,  and  is 
shown  making  a  rug  in  the  fresh  air  of 
the  Lighthouse  "Squirrel  Cage" 
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ing  courage,  she  bound  her  eyes  and 
went  about  her  work,  learning  more  and 
more  to  depend  on  touch  where  before 
she  had  depended  on  sight.  When  after 
a  few  months  she  became  blind  she  al- 
most imperceptibly  slipped  into  her 
changed  point  of  view,  and  practically 
without  shock  substituted  the  ten  eyes 
on  her  hands  for  the  usual  two.  We 
have  often  seen  cases  similar  to  this. 

PREVENTION  AND  CURE. 

Our  experience  of  eight  years  makes 
us  cling  fast  to  our  belief  that  preven- 
tion and  cure  are  the  first  duties  of  our 
light  giving  service.  Among  important 
factors  in  obtaining  this  possible  econ- 
omy of  vision  is  the  great  need  of  con- 
vincing the  public,  educational  and 
philanthropic  associations  of  the  need  of 
proper  hygiene,  proper  economic  condi- 
tions, good  lighting  and  fresh  air,  fun 
and  exercise  as  contributory  to  thinning 
the  ranks  of  the  army  of  the  blind.  In 
a  single  week  the  Associotion  was  instru- 
mental in  finally  curing  5  cases  of  blind- 
ness. Rarely  a  day  passes  but  we  can 
feel  that  we  have  contributed  both  more 
intellectual  and  physical  light  to  our 
people. 

INFANTILE  ULINDNE.5S. 

Of  course  with  increasing  knowledge, 
the  Lighthouse  folk  become  ever  more 
vigilant  for  the  prevention  of  Blindness. 
The  efforts  made  by  the  Health  Board 
and  other  bodies  to  stop  the  cruel  evil 
of  Infant  Ophthalmia  are  encouraging-. 
They  are,  however,  supplemented  by  the 
constant  watchfulness  of  the  Lighthouse 
keepers,  and  the  dissemination  of  in- 
formation for  the  prevention  of  Infant 
Ophthalmia  through  popular  or  scientific 
lectures  and  the  distribution  of  preven- 
tive literature,  which  can  be  had  free 
of  cost  from  the  Lighthouse. 

I'.AP.IES  WHO  VISIT  us. 

Many  a  sad  mother  brings  her  blind 
or  partially  blind  baby  to  see  us  and  to 
get  our  advice.  We  do  for  the  babies 
what  science  can  do  for  stricken  vision 
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and  bodies,  but  our  chief  task  is  to  teach 
the  parents  what  to  do  for  their  poor 
of¥spring. 

UNNECESSARY     BLINDNESS      OF  SCHOOL 
CHILDREN. 

The  sight  of  the  school  child  requires 
much  care,  and  the  co-operation  of  the 
Board  of  Education  with  the  Lighthouse 
Clinic  has  already  been  the  means  of 
recovering  the  sight,  supposed  to  be  ir- 


remediably lost,  of  several  boys  and  girls. 

The  careful  watching  by  the  Light- 
house oculists  of  their  charges  often 
shows  the  need  of  dififerent  glasses  or  the 
possibility  of  operations  which  will  bring 
back  vision. 

Our  Association  was  the  first  to  secure 
the  admission  of  blind  children  into  the 
public  schools  of  New  York. 

RESTORING  SIGHT. 

It  seems  sensational  to  the  lay  mind 
to  say  that  we  restore  sight,  but  never- 
theless this  is  frequently  our  privilege 
for  old  and  young,  and  the  Lighthouse 
has  learnt  that  it  is  not  economic  to  tab- 
ulate as  hopelessly  blind,  men,  women 
or  children  merely  because  they  have 


been  previously  adjudged  blind.  The 
Lighthouse  folk  prefer  to  make  their 
own  diagnosis,  and  whenever  there  is  any 
hope  of  even  restoring  light  perception, 
to  labor  as  long  as  the  hope  lasts  or  until 
it  is  realized. 

BLIND  NOW  SEEING. 

Sometimes  bright  eyed  children  who 
once  appeared  among  our  blind  charges, 
come  to  the  Lighthouse  to  play  with  its 


l)resent  wards.  Among  our  friends  we 
have  women  who  once  were  led  to  us  by 
guides,  but  now  go  about  fearlessly  and 
independent  as  seeing  women.  We  have 
more  than  one  ex-blind  man  who  is  now 
earning  his  bread  as  a  sighted  man. 

LIGHTHOUSE  CHILDREN. 

The  children  have  rallied  with  such 
enthusiasm  and  joy  around  the  Light- 
house standard  that  at  times  they  threat- 
en to  rout  the  grown-ups.  There  is 
really  nothing  that  we  have  for  men 
and  women  that  the  children  are  not 
eager  to  copy.  They  have  insisted  on 
having  not  only  their  clubs,  but  their 
classes  of  dancing,  cooking,  skating, 
basketry. 
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THE  CAMP  FIRli  CIRLS. 

The  Cam]i  Fire  Girls  are  an  irrepres- 
sible lot.  The}'  not  only  fulfil  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Camp  Fire,  learn  the 
songs  and  tasks  which  are  enjoined  by 
their  Organization,  but  they  have  act- 
ually started : 

THE  DRAMATIC  CLUB. 

A  play  was  written  by  a  leading  light 
of  the  Camp  Fire.  The  girls  made  their 
own  clothes,  held  their  mysterious  se- 
cret rehearsals  and  finally,  to  the  aston- 
ishment of  the  Lighthouse  keepers,  the 
Alistress  of  the  Fire  announced  a  play, 
written,  costumed,  mounted  and  acted  by 
her  band.  It  was  a  great  success  and 
it  is  difficult  to  know  whether  the  par- 
ents and  the  audience  or  the  actors  en- 
joyed it  most.  Read  what  the  guardian 
of  the  fire  writes : 

FROAI   THE  REPORT  OF  THE  GUARDIAN  OF 
THE  FIRE. 

"We  gave  two  plays  at  Cornwall  and 
one  at  the  Lighthouse.  W'e  have  had 
several  parties,  a  number  of  ceremonial 
meetings,  entertained  several  Camp  Fire 
Groups,  danced  and  skated  and  above  all 
romped  with  and  like  normal  girls.  Every 
week  we  have  had  our  domestic  science 
classes  under  our  wonderful  teacher.  The 
cooking  to  me  is  the  biggest  thing  we 
are  giving  our  girls  and  young  women. 
It  brings  out  the  creative  spirit.  ]\Iost 
industrial  work  will  teach  a  blind  girl  to 
be  clever,  quick,  exact,  etc.,  but  the  crea- 
tive instinct  is  lacking,  since  some  out- 
side agent  must  design  for  her.  In  cook- 
ing .she  has  the  joy  of  giving  service,  the 
joy  of  building  and  of  seeing  the  fruit 
of  her  hands  appreciated  and  of  gettins^ 
the  very  same  pleasure  out  of  it  that  the 
rest  of  her  friends  are  getting.  The  get- 
ting her  joy  first-hand  means  so  much. 
Generally  the  joys  of  the  blind  come 
through  others." 

PAYING  COOKIES. 

On  October  17th  the  Camp  Fire  girls 
were  able  from  the  sale  of  their  cookies 
to  pay  all  car  fares  and  guides  and  have 


already  paid  their  organization  dues  in 
this  way. 

THE  SCOUTS. 

Of  course  the  Scouts  refuse  to  be  out- 
done by  the  Camp  Fire  Girls.  Their 
band  grows  in  numbers  and  in  prowess. 
There  are  few  Tenderfeet  left,  and  the 
valor  and  hardihood  of  the  head  Scouts 
and  the  Scoutmaster  are  a  great  asset 
to  Lighhouse  morale. 

FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SCOUT  MASTER. 

jNIr.  Longenecker  reports  in  part : 
It  was  thought  wise  to  organize  a  Gym. 
class  in  connection  with  the  movement. 
Before  doing  this  it  was  necessary  for 
each  boy  to  undergo  a  physical  examina- 
tion. Every  Saturday  morning  the  scout 
meetings  began  with  scout-craft — signal- 
ling, knot  tying,  boxing  the  compass,  etc., 
etc.,  and  heart-to-heart  talks  with  the 
Scout  Master.  Forty-minute  lectures  on 
First  Aid  to  the  Injured  were  given  in 
]jreparation  for  the  second  class  require- 
ments. 

Following  these  lectures  there  were 
sixty-minute  Gym.  periods,  partly  de- 
voted to  calisthenics,  apparatus  work, 
ground  tumbling  and  pyramid  building 
and  partly  to  roller  skating  and  scout 
games. 

During  the  coming  year  Scout-craft 
and  gymnasium  work  will  go  on  as  usual 
and  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  arrange 
a  Scout  Glee  Club. 

LETTER    FROM    A    TOTALLY   BLIND  SCOUT. 

"The  Scout  Master  decided  to  take  half 
the  troop  out  camping  in  the  morning.  We 
started  down  hill.  We  rolled  and  slid  till 
we  reached  the  bottom.  Now,  the  ques- 
tion was,  how  to  get  acro-ss  to  the  other 
side  of  the  stream.  Some  of  the  boys 
swam  over.  The  rest  of  us  went  up  the 
stream,  and  went  across  by  means  of 
stepping  from  one  stone  to  another. 
Then  we  came  to  a  road  wh'ch  led  to  a 
mountain.  The  moon  shone  very  bright. 
We  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain  and 
stopped  to  rest.  It  was  a  beautiful  night 
to  those  who  could  see,  and  they  told  us, 
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and  we  appreciated  the  beauty  of  it  with 
them. 

"There  was  the  view  of  the  Hudson 
River  all  illuminated  ;  a  few  boats  passing 
by,  but  one  could  scarcely  see  them,  as 
they  were  such  a  distance  away.  When 


Every  blind  boy  and  his  guide  had  an 
hour  to  watch  through  the  night.  We  took 
of¥  our  blankets  that  we  had  been  carry- 
ing and  spread  them  on  the  grass  and  fell 
asleep.  The  next  morning  we  were 
awakened  by  a  few  of  the  boys  that  had 


BUND  LR.HTHOUSK  SCOUTS  BUILDING  A  FIRE 
Near  the  River  Light 
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we  had  seen  all  the  sights  we  started  to 
return  down  the  mountain,  but,  alas,  we 
had  lost  the  way.  One  of  the  masters 
spied  the  North  Star,  and  by  following  it 
we  found  the  road  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountain.  On  reaching  the  bottom  we 
traced  the  main  country  road. 

"The  Scout  Master  pointed  out  the 
boys  who  were  to  guard  the  first  hour. 


dropped  out  of  the  walk.  After  eating 
breakfast  we  felt  fine  and  were  read_\-  to 
do  the  same  thing  all  over  again." 

THE  HONOR  C.U.VRD. 

The  boys  never  want  us  to  forget  that 
in  their  first  year  they  had  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  Honor  Guard  to  Sir 


Eighth  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  BHnd  19 


Robert  Baden  Powell,  the  Father  of  all 
the  Scouts,  at  the  great  Scout  Rally  in 
Xew  York,  and  we  hope  that  he  may 
soon  return  to  be  congratulated  on  peace, 
and  the  valiant  part  that  his  own  Scouts 
and  the  Scouts  of  all  nations  have 
played  in  the  war. 

SKATING. 

W  e  have  long  planned  to  flood  our 
roof  garden  in  winter  time,  so  that  we 
might  have  ice  skating.  This  experiment 
still  has  to  be  undertaken,  but  we  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  roller  skating,  prin- 
cipally by  our  Boy  Scouts  and 
Camp  Fire  Girls.  We  hope  that  this 
year  the  grown-ups  will  follow  their  ex- 
ample and  that  we  shall  have  our  serious 
men  and  women  workers  whizzing 
around  gleefully  on  little  wooden  wheels 
on  the  roof  garden  as  well  as  in  the 
g}-mnasium  and  asseml)ly  hall. 

THE   LIGHTHOUSE  LEAGUE. 

The  Searchlight  Committee  originated 
at  our  little  home  across  the  way  on 
Fifty-ninth  Street.  It  had  its  inception 
in  an  effort  to  help  children  through  a 
little  magazine  printed  for  them  in 
Braille  and  sent  from  the  Lighthouse  to 
all  blind  children  who  want  it.  It  is  a 
"St.  Nicholas"  for  the  blind.  It  has 
its  post-mistress,  who  writes  and  re- 
ceives letters  from  and  to  the  blind 
children.  Its  riddle  department,  tales  of 
heroism,  and  its  fairy  stories.  The  send- 
ing forth  of  this  Searchlight  was  quickly 
followed  by  parties  for  boys  and  girls, 
who  were  mostly  our  readers.  Then  we 
began  to  take  things  more  seriously,  or- 
ganized our  Boy  Scouts.  Then  came 
the  Camp  Fire  Girls.  We  have,  follow- 
ing the  inspiration  of  Miss  Beatrice  Tay- 
lor, of  Norwood,  England,  begun  to 
write  to  blind  children,  and  to  attempt 
to  give  to  each  a  friend  who  will  keep 
in  touch  with  him  by  letters  which  he 
can  read  with  ten  eyes,  as  well  as  by 
other  friendly  actions,  taking  him  for 
walks,  expeditions,  to  entertainments,  etc. 


THE  SEARCHLIGHT  FIXUS  A  LONELY  BLIND 
CHILD. 

xA.ll  these  activities  for  blind  children, 
which  emanated  in  America  from  the 
Lighthouse,  are  included  under  the  gen- 
eral head  of  our  Lighthouse  League.  We 
could  give  many  pathetic  instances  of 
what  letters  mean  to  isolated  blind 
children.  One  is  sufficient.  A  lonely 
blind  child,  marooned  in  a  little  town, 
had  learned  how  to  read,  but  it  was  with- 
out playmates  or  diversion ;  into  its  mo- 
notonous darkness  the  Searchlight  shone, 
bringing-  a  message  of  good  cheer  and 
the  vitalizing  ideas  which  the  little  mag- 
azine embodies.  The  child  wrote  to  the 
post-mistress,  its  letter  was  answered. 
Soon  a  friend  from  the  Lighthouse 
League  sought  out  the  lonely  writer. 
This  friend  writes  to  the  child  and  also 
helps  to  lessen  the  dreariness  of  its  life 
by  frequent  visits  and  taking  it  out  for 
walks  and  amusements.  This  is  but  one 
of  the  many  similar  cases  of  our  League 
bringing  light  and  joy  to  the  joyless  chil- 
dren of  darkness. 

All  correspondence  from  blind  chil- 
dren, or  from  their  friends  will  be  gladly 
answered  if  addressed  to  the  Lighthouse 
League  at  the  Lighthouse,  111  East 
Fifty-ninth  Street. 

TEACHING  FOR  GIRLS  AND  FOR  BOYS. 

For  girls  and  boys  we  also  give  teach- 
ing in  music,  handicrafts,  gymnasium, 
dancing,  etc. 

WOMEN'S  WORK. 

Our  largest  groups  in  Women's  Work 
at  the  Lighthouse  continue  to  be  our 
Weaving,  Rug-making  and  Basket- 
making  Classes. 

The  women's  output  from  their  Swed- 
ish looms  and  their  small  hand  looms  is 
ever  increasingly  beautiful,  and  conse- 
quently in  greater  demand.  Not  only  do 
we  get  orders  for  our  woven  materials 
from  other  States,  but  we  were  proud  to 
have  had  this  year  a  demand  for  our 
work  in  England,  France,  Russia,  Switz- 
erland and  other  countries. 
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The  Basketry  is  taking  new  forms  and 
becoming  more  complicated  and  exquisite 
in  design  and  color. 

Our  Rugs  are  becoming  more  substan- 
tial and  increasing  in  variety. 


orders  of  this  sort.  We  like  our  readers 
to  bear  in  mind  that  they  are  given  to  us 
not  because  our  work  is  made  by  the 
blind,  but  because  we  can  conscientiously 
and  carefully  fill  and  follow  directions, 


A  BLIND  GIRL  AT  THE  TELEPHONE  SWITCHHOAKU 
To  the  left  is  her  typewriter  and  the  end  of  a  shorthand  machine.     She  is  in  the 
corner  of  the  Museum  and  the  picture  on  the  right  was  painted  by  a  blind  artist 
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HELPIXG  THE  LITTLE  THEATRE. 

We  were  gratified  that  our  girls  were 
given  an  order  to  make  some  old-fash- 
ioned Colonial  rugs,  so  as  to  complete 
the  consistent  production  of  an  old-time 
New  England  scene  at  the  Little  Theatre. 

We  have  many  interesting  and  curious 


and  produce  not  infrequently  a  better 
article  than  can  be  had  for  the  same 
money  elsewhere. 

FRESH  FASHIONS. 

W^e  have  often  stated  that  we  will 
never  be  content  to  find  light  through 
work  in  the  "same  old   wav"  continu- 


Eighth  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Bhnd  21 


ously.  Our  ambition  is  for  steady  prog- 
ress, better  made  articles  of  better  de- 
sign and  more  beautiful  coloring.  Like 
any  department  store,  Spring'  and  Au- 
tumn bring  us  our  annual  importation  oi 
new  ideas,  and  the  unflagging  resolution 
of  our  stat¥  to  push  our  work  with  tlie 
best  obtainable  results  is  responsible  for 
the  marked  improvement  made  each  year. 
We  confess  that  we  are  responsible  for 
some  unique  and  chic  creations  of  our 
own ! 

BETTER  BUSINESS. 

The  smaller  classes  in  stenography 
also  report  progress.  We  are  trying  for 
better  looking  letters  from  our  stenog- 
raphers, and  do  not  hesitate  to  adapt 
ideas  wherever  we  can  get  them.  The 
Secretary  found  in  England  that  a  spe- 
cially good  work  was  being  done  at  the 
Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind  in 
stenography  and  typing,  whereupon  ex- 
amples of  the  English  forms  used  were 
immediately  despatched  to  the  Light- 
house stafif  with  exhortations  for  it  to 
do  likewise. 

THE  potter's  wheel. 

Both  the  women  and  the  boys  are 
evincing  fresh  interest  in  the  potter's 
craft.  The  women  have  been  making  a 
marketable  and  very  attractive  new  kind 
of  pottery ;  in  some  instances  by  cover- 
ing it  with  reed  work  unusually  efi^ec- 
tive  results  are  achieved. 

The  boys  love  to  dabble  in  clay,  but 
the  elephants  which  they  produced,  one 
of  which  they  sent  to  their  much-beloved 
author,  Mr.  Kipling,  are  really  in- 
teresting, convincing  animals.  It  is  im- 
possible to  say  how  much  the  art  was 
helped  on  this  occasion  by  its  object. 

We  believe  that  there  is  so  much  com- 
pensation to  the  blind  in  the  realization 
of  the  beauties  of  form  that  we  wish 
to  give  every  possible  chance  to  mod- 
ellers and  sculptors  without  sight. 

COOKING  CLASSES. 

Our  Cooks  are  certainly  doing  better 
and  we  have  more  of  them.    Our  black 


"mammies"  are  particularly  good  at  hot 
bread  and  pastry,  while  their  white  com- 
])etitors  are  doing  well  in  the  simpler 
foods.  If  you  doubt  the  capacity  of  our 
cooks,  will  you  please  test  it  by  dropping 


A  BLIND  COOK 
This  j'oung:  Italian  Woman  makes  Home 
Happj- 
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in  and  sampling  some  of  the  cakes  which 
the  class  of  Domestic  Science  usually 
sends  us  for  tea  in  the  Lamp  Room  on 
Thursdays  ? 

BETTER   COOKS,   BETTER  MEN. 

We  are  often  asked  our  purpose  in 
teaching  the  blind  to  be  good  cooks.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  useless  blind  woman  is 
a  financial  and  spiritual  drag  on  herself 
and  her  family,  but  in  every  home  a  com- 
petent cook  is  an  asset.  The  minute  that 
our  blind  girl  can  cook  a  good  dinner  and 
set  a  neat  table  she  becomes  an  invaluable 
member  of  her  family.  If  she  can  add 
to  this  making  good  music  after  the  feast 
she  has  probably  become  the  real  home- 
maker  and  most  beloved  in  her  domestic 
circle. 
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A  LIFE,  A  SOUL  SAVED.  in  a  Corner  of  her  untidy  room.  Her 

This  story  gives  graphic  ilUistration :  husband,  the  worse  for  drink,  had  beaten 
We  found  a  lonely  blind  woman  weeping    her.    He  said  that  she  did  not  mend  his 


A  NEW  LIGHTHOUSK  IXOLSTKY 
Girls  sealing;  and  dispatciiing  samples  for  the  Chemists.     In  front  a  mail  bag 
filled  with  them  ready  for  posting 
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clothes  or  cook  his  dinners,  and  that  he 
wished  that  he  had  a  helpfnl  wife!  She 
confessed  to  the  Lighthonse  visitor  that 
she  had  bought  poison  to  end  her  misery. 
By  teaching  the  unhappy  woman  to  mend 
and  sew  and  cook  we  changed  this 
tragedy  into  a  domestic  idyl.  The  re- 
formed husband  no  longer  drinks,  he 
goes  home  eagerly  to  his  neat  house,  his 
well-ordered  clothes  and  his  good  dinner. 
Occasionally  he  accompanies  his  blind 
wife  to  the  Lighthouse,  lo  which  they  say 
they  owe  everything. 

Sufficient  reason,  isn't  it,  for  our  turn- 
ing out  good  blind  cooks? 

NEW  ACTIVITIES. 

The  Lighthouse  has  always  realized 
that  one  of  its  chief  uses  should  be  as 
a  laboratory  to  test  and  develop  new 
ideas  for  increasing  the  horizon  of  self- 
help  for  the  blind.  Several  experiments 
which  promise  to  be  successful  have  been 
undertaken  by  us.  Among  these  have 
been  folding  and  sealing  packets  for 
postage  from  laboratories  and  chemists. 
Our  women  have  been  able  to  accom- 
plish this  with  such  nicety,  that  they  are 
considered  quite  as  efficient  as  tiie 
sighted.  Therefore  this  innovation 
promises  to  lead  to  larger  fields  of  use- 
fulness for  them. 

VARIOUS  ACTIVITIES. 

We  also  teach  machine  and  plain  sew- 
ing, rug-braiding,  typewriting,  switch- 
board operating,  reading,  writing  and 
massage.  Our  expert  masseurs  will  give 
treatment  at  the  Lighthouse,  or  on  re- 
quest at  the  patient's  home  (telephone 
Plaza  3370). 

women's  DANCING  CLASSES. 

The  Women's  Dancing  Classes  have 
proved  so  enormously  popular  that  they 
are  more  frequent  and  now  include 
women  of  all  ages.  W e  have  one  charm- 
ing old  lady  who  must  have  slipped  over 
the  border  of  70,  who  likes  nothing  bet- 
ter than  a  stately  waltz  at  the  Light- 
house, where  she  spins  about  like  a  dig- 
nified happy  top  humming  as  she  goes. 


The  younger  women  have  taken  to  the 
new  dances  and  would  prove  worthy  com- 
petitors of  some  of  their  seeing  sisters. 

THE  BLIND  WOMEN's  CLUB. 

The  Women's  Club  is  larger,  stronger, 
happier  and  more  helpful  than  ever  be- 
fore. Directed  by  its  blind  officers,  it 
has  found  many  new  channels  of  serv- 
ice and  for  that  much  mis-used  term — 
l)hilanthropy — which  is  only  the  most  de- 
lightful form  of  self-help. 

The  Club  has  greatly  enjoyed  the  lec- 
turers sent  to  it  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. 

BLIND  WOMEN  RAISE  MONEY  FOR  THE  RED 
CROSS. 

Miss  Keator,  President  of  the  Blind 
Women's  Club,  writes :  "As  our  fiscal 
year  closes,  organizations,  as  well  as  indi- 
viduals, are  bending  their  energies  to- 
wards aiding  in  the  only  way  open  to  us 
the  sufferers  from  the  frightful  war.  We, 
therefore,  gave  a  benefit  concert  on  the 
evening  of  October  27th,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  money  for  the  Red  Cross.  The 
proceeds  amounted  to  $80.  We  had  some 
beautiful  music  rendered  by  kind  friends. 
Two  blind  men,  who  contributed  to  the 
entertainment,  were  received  with  en- 
thusiasm. We  felt  that  the  concert  was 
a  fitting  end  to  the  year's  work,  inasmuch 
as  it  marks  our  efforts  to  help,  as  well 
as  to  be  helped." 

THE    BLIND    WOMEN's    CLUB    AIDS  THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  report  continues :  "The  first  social 
event  of  the  year  was  in  the  form  of  a 
shredded  wheat  luncheon,  which  was  a 
great  success.  Tables  were  arranged  in 
the  two  large  rooms  of  the  fifth  floor  of 
the  Lighthouse.  x\bout  one  hundred 
people  discovere;!.  if  they  did  not  know 
it  before,  how  delicious  shredded  wheat 
could  be.  The  affair  netted  us  $35  ;  $27 
was  put  aside  as  a  special  fund  to  be 
used  for  special  work  at  River  Light." 

Through  the  annual  concert  and 
strawberry  festival  of  the  Women's  Club 
money  was  raised  for  their  mutual  aid 
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committee,  and  $100  was  donated  by  it 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  River  Light- 
house. The  monthly  dances  of  the  Club 
are  great  successes.  Its  annual  outing 
at  Rockaway  Beach  was  greatly  enjoyed. 


bbnd,  thus  bringing  much  new  pleasure 
and  beauty  into  their  lives. 

POTATOES   HER  IDEAL. 

The  philanthropic  work  done  by  the 


BLIND  WOMEN  SEWING  FOR  THE  RED  CROSS  AT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 
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CHORAL  CLASS. 

]Mr.  Isaac  Rosenblatt  is  the  instructor 
cf  a  choral  class  which  numbers  twenty- 
eight  members  of  the  Women's  Club. 
The  class  meets  at  night  and  from  the 
enthusiasm  of  its  members  and  the  zeal 
of  its  director,  great  things  should  be 
accomplished  in  this  choral  work  for  the 


\\'omen's  Club  is  inspiring.  The  Club 
distributed  over  one  hundred  toys  and 
sent  out  ten  Christmas  dinners  to  needy 
friends.  It  also  helped  twenty-five  needy 
lilind  people;  in  some  cases  giving  them 
delicacies  through  the  year.  It  has  sent 
to  emergency  cases  garments,  groceries 
and  soup.    One  touching  case  which  it 
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looked  after  was  an  old  l)lind  Irish 
woman.  She  lived,  or  more  accurately, 
starved  alone.  She  was  found  by  a 
blind  visitor  who  asked  her  what  she 
wanted  most  in  this  world,  to  which 
she  replied  with  tears  in  her  eyes — "po- 
tatoes." She  had  not  had  any  for  such  a 
long  time.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  she 
no  longer  now  experiences  the  lack  of 
this  desired  and  loved  fruit  from  her 
native  isle. 

LlGIITlIOUSt;  LUNCHEONS. 

Many  of  our  workers  are  not  only 
chronically  below  par  physically,  but  they 
are  constantly  under-nourished.  From 
an  economic  point  of  view,  regardless  of 
its  being  a  philanthropic  duty,  we  should 
give  good  hot  meals  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  to  our  workers.  We  started  to  do 
this,  considering  what  was  scientifically 
the  best  food  for  them,  but  the  coming  of 
the  war  and  the  consequent  falling  of¥  of 
funds  forced  us  to  curtail  even  this  small 
outlay. 

If  the  girls  pay  a  little  in  exchange 
for  their  food,  the  cost  above  what  we 
take  in  would  amount  to  about  v$10  a 
week. 

Who  will  give  us  this  sum  to  help  us 
to  have  stronger,  happier,  better 
workers? 

MEN'S  WORK. 

FORGING  AHEAD. 

The  field  of  work  for  blind  men  has 
been  regarded  as  a  comparatively  re- 
stricted one.  We  are,  therefore,  doubly 
gratified  to  find  that  it  is  not  only  grow- 
ing greatly  in  the  amount  of  work  which 
the  men  accomplish  in  the  factory,  but 
that  their  manual  efiforts  are  developing 
in  the  men's  own  homes.  The  making 
of  novel  baskets  has  become  an  import- 
ant branch.  Owing  to  their  increased 
excellence  of  workmanship  anfl  their  new 
shapes  they  have  become  a  marketable 
asset. 

A  DEAF  AND  BLIND  BASKET  WEAVER. 

One  of  our  best  basket  makers  is  deaf, 
and    blind,    but    he    is    achieving  re- 


markable results  and  we  hope  before 
long  may  corner  a  special  market  for  his 
own  products,  which  combine  endurance 
with  artistic  workmanship.  During  the 
past  year  seventeen  men  have  graduate  1 
from  the  class  of  basketry  and  willow 
work.  The  men  have  made  an  average 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each  through  this 
work.  Of  the  total  amount  made,  $1,088 
has  been  for  work  sold  directly  to  the 
Association.  The  men  have  sold  $440.20 
worth  themselves  to  the  individual  cus- 
tomers. 

FROM   A   BLIND  PUPIL  WHO   HAS   SET  UP 
HIS  OWN  BUSINESS. 

■'Your  very  kind  letter  and  the  order 
for  ten  dollars  ($10 J  was  received  to-day 
and  there  are  no  words  with  which  I  can 
express  my  gratitude." 

CARPET-BEATERS. 

There  is  also  a  constant  sale  of  willow 
carpet  beaters.  They  have  proven  a  good 
home  industry. 

A  class  of  from  five  to  twelve  men  has 
been  occupied  in  this  work. 

We  have  been  particularly  glad  to  have 
the  men  work  independently  and  begin 
to  acquire  their  own  customers  and  hope 
that  this  beginning,  or  their  setting  up 
for  themselves,  will  lead  rapidly  into 
important  results. 

The  men  have  also  experimented  in 
the  sealing  of  samples  for  chemists,  and 
have  done  well  in  the  rug  industry. 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP. 

Our  regular  work  continues  satisfac- 
tory-. The  men's  factory  has  made  a 
greater  output.  The  conditions  under 
which  the  men  work,  as  well  as  their 
morale  are  constantly  improving-. 

INIr.  Stoughton,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Workshop  Committee,  reports  that  the 
output  of  the  Broom  Department  has 
been  101,445.  This  represents  a  gain 
of  20,069  over  last  year.  As  the  chair- 
caning,  which  is  naturally  used  as  an  in- 
troduction to  other  work,  or  for  those 
who  are  unfitted  for  other  tasks,  it  has 
not  yet  been  developed  into  a  growing 
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financial  enterprise.  The  total  amount  of 
chair-caning  in  1914  has  been  4,755,  as 
against  4,780  in  1913.  Nevertheless 
several  housekeepers  have  pronounced  it 
a  convenience,  and  we  have  recaned  the 
gilt  chairs  for  the  ballrooms  of  some  of 
the  great  hotels. 

THE  RESTAURANT. 

The  Restaurant  in  the  Factory  is  be- 
coming increasingly  popular  among  the 
men,  and  very  unpopular  in  the  neigh- 
boring saloons,  where  its  effect  in  keeping 
the  men  away  from  drink  has  been  ap- 
preciably felt. 

The  men's  work  is  not  confined  to  the 
workshop,  but  much  is  also  done  at  the 
Lighthouse. 

A  PHONOGRAPH. 

The  gift  of  a  phonograph  to  the  Fac- 
tory men  by  their  unfailing  friend.  Miss 
Emily  H.  Bourne,  was  highly  appre- 
ciated, and  has  afforded  them  great 
pleasure. 

men's  light  HOUSEWORK. 
CLASSES  AND  SPECIAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  men  are  showing  fresh  interest  in 
developing  their  business  efficiency  and 
technique.  They  are  eager  to  master 
the  typewriter  and  stenography,  and  to 
study  practical  systems  of  keeping  ac- 
counts. All  this  bodes  well  for  increas- 
ing the  capacity  of  the  blind  man  in 
the  business  world.  We  have  many  in- 
stances of  his  having  been  extraordinar- 
ily successful  as  accountant,  mathemati- 
cian and  even  director  of  large  business 
enterprises. 

OTHER  INDUSTRIES  FOR  BLIND  MEN. 

We  also  teach  reading,  writing,  pho- 
nograph dictation,  switchboard  operat- 
ing, hammock  and  rug  weaving  and  mas- 
sage. Our  certified  masseurs  give 
treatment  at  the  Lighthouse,  or  at  the 
patient's  home. 

TUNING. 

This  year  emphasis  was  placed  on  our 
Tuning  Class.  The  Association  rented 
a    small    house    and    then    installe;l  a 


blind  teacher.  ^Ve  had  found  that  while 
tuning  afforded  an  excellent  occupation 
for  the  blind,  many  of  them  suffered 
from  insufficient  training,  which  pre- 
vented their  obtaining  employment.  The 
experiment  of  the  Association  has  shown 
that  in  New  York,  as  in  London,  the 
blind  tuner  should  hold  his  own. 

WE  TUNE  THE  PIANOS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
EDUCATION. 

This  great  privilege  of  tuning  the 
pianos  of  the  Board  of  Education  has 
been  a  boon  to  our  blind  men.  We  are 
now  entering  on  our  third  year  of  this 
work.  We  will  send  our  expert  tuners 
at  request  on  short  notice.  Telephone 
Plaza  3370. 

APPEAL  FROM  TUNING  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Director  of  our  Tuning  Depart- 
ment writes  as  follows:  "Point  out  to 
our  distinguished  visitors  the  significant 
fact  that  our  tuning  school  is  a  constant 
increasing  drain,  yielding  to  us,  as  yet, 
no  tangible  return.  We  are  growing. 
We  must  have  the  things  we  need  if  we 
are  to  succeed.  To-day,  a  blind  janitor 
has  moved  into  the  tuning  school  with 
his  family.  One  of  our  greatest  needs 
is  GOOD  PIANOS." 

.\  BLIND  musician's  PLEA  FOR  "BEAUTY 
FOR  THE  BLIND." 

"In  a  city  where  the  sighted  are  over- 
whelmed with  advantages  for  music  and 
artistic  uplift,  we  are  providing  the  blind 
with  few  appliances  to  make  their  life  a 
thing  of  beauty.  To  those  without 
sight  there  is  no  appreciation  of  paint- 
ing, and  much  of  the  art  of  the  sculptor 
is  lost.  We  must  make  provisions  for 
what  possibilities  remain.  We  have  no 
right  to  force  our  music  students  to  play 
upon  pianos  which  should  have  been  in 
the  timing  school,  undergoing  dissection 
by  repairers,  or  on  the  scrap  heap. 

"We  must  have  an  organ  on  which  to 
instruct  our  more  advanced  students. 
Where  is  the  philanthropist  who  will  of- 
fer us  an  organ  for  study?  This  work 
affords  a  tremendous  field  to  the  blind. 
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One  which  is  sadly  neglected  in  this  me-  lesser  degree  in   sections  of  our  own 

tropolis.     Shall  we  not  be  pioneers  in  country,  the  blind  have  done  remarkable 

this,  and  thus  raise  one  step  higher  on  work  as  expert  tuners, 

the  ladder  of  service?"  Since    the  fourteenth    century,  there 


A  BLIND  BASKET  MAKER  WORKING  IN  HIS  HOME 
A  jJiipil  made  entirely  self-supportino-  by  our  lionie  teacher 
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A  WISE  PRECEDENT.  have  been  blind  directors  and  choirmas- 

This  blind  man's  appeal  to  the  public  tcrs  in  the  most  renowned  cathedrals  of 

needs  no  emphasis.    It  is  a  well  known  the  old  world,  and  in  our  own  time  some 

fact  that  in  England,  France  and,  in  a  of  the  greatest  organists  have  been  the 
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sightless.  We  have  the  material  in  eager 
blind  men  of  ability  to  carry  out  this 
beautiful  tradition  in  the  New  World  in 
New  York.  Who  will  give  us  the  tools 
to  make  it  possible  ? 

BLIND  HOJIE  TEACHERS. 

There  are  many  blind  who,  owing 
to  home  conditions,  infirmities,  or  other 
causes,  are  unfitted  either  to  work  or 
to  go  out  to  receive  instruction.  To 
such,  home  teachers  are  unspeakably 
welcome.  The  Association  has  now  three 
blind  women  and  three  blind  men  who 
are  competent  to  give  instruction  in  sew- 
ing, mending,  cooking,  washing  and  iron- 
ing, basketry,  caning,  reading,  writing 
and  music.  When  this  stafif  cannot  meet 
the  needs  of  our  pupils  we  are  able  to 
supplement  it.  Often  the  invalid  or 
timid  blind  pupil  becomes  so  invigorated 
and  encouraged  by  his  increasing  self- 
helpfulness  that  he  volunteers  to  go  to 
the  Lighthouse,  and  there  becomes  an 
enthusiastic  Lighthouse  worker,  perhaps 
joining  one  of  the  Clubs  or  Dancing 
Classes.  The  following  are  letters  from 
pupils  of  the  Home  Teachers : 

a  letter  concerning  an  aged  blind 
"home  teaching"  pupil. 

I  wish  to  express  for  Mrs.  M  an  1 

myself  our  thanks  and  sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  the  benefits  your  teachings  have 
afforded  her  in  her  sightless  condition. 
The  fancy  work  will  keep  away  many 
dark  and  lonely  hours.  This  work,  to- 
gether with  her  reading  (Moon  type) 
have  indeed  proven  a  blessing.  Your 
work  is  a  noble  one. 

FROM    a    one-time    "hOME  TEACHING" 
PUPIL,  NOW  A  LIGHTHOUSE  WORKER. 

I  desire,  through  you,  to  express  my 
grateful  appreciation  to  The  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  for  the  many 
courtesies  and  genuine  solicitude  and  in- 
terest exercised  in  my  sister's  behalf.  I 
am  sure  she,  too,  feels  very  grateful  and 
fully  realizes  the  special  interest  you  have 
taken  in  her.  She  is  improving  each  day 
and  hopes  soon  to  return  to  school 
(meaning  the  Lighthouse)  again. 


THE  BLIND  THE  BEST  TEACHERS  FOR 
THE  BLIND 

We  are  always  glad  when  our  field 
workers  turn  in  a  new  recruit  to  the 
Lighthouse  classes.  This  year  we  gave 
10,987  lessons;  of  these  5,345  were  made 
by  friendly  visitors  or  home  teachers. 
The  home  teaching  tries  to  inspire  the 
blind  in  their  home  with  the  hope  that 
they  may  learn  some  manual  labor 
through  which  their  pockets  and  their 
spirits  may  profit. 

The  success  of  these  efforts  are  ap- 
parent in  the  desire  of  the  home  pupil 
to  reach  out  into  other  classes  of 
activity  and  to  pick  up  new  work  in  the 
Lighthouse.  Thus  often  a  hopeless  and 
restless  member  of  a  family  becomes 
transformed  into  an  ambitious,  useful 
and  happy  member  of  the  world's 
workers. 

It  is  being  more  and  more  clearly  de- 
monstrated that  the  home  teacher  without 
sight  possesses  a  power  of  inspiring  and 
instructing  which  is  far  superior  to  that 
of  the  seeing  teacher.  The  bond  of  sym- 
pathy between  the  blind  pupil  and  the 
blind  teacher  gives  him  a  great  advantage 
over  others. 

THE  BLIND  GOOD  TEACHERS  FOR  THE 
SEEING. 

We  know  that  Henry  Fawcett,  though 
himself  blind,  not  only  made  a  great  rec- 
ord as  Postmaster-General  of  England, 
but  held  throughout  his  life  his  post  as 
Professor  of  Political  Economy  at  Cam- 
bridge. Our  Lighthouse  blind  have 
taught  the  seeing  many  things  of  which 
they  never  dreamed.  As  a  practical  ex- 
ample of  blind  teaching,  we  might  men- 
tion the  class  of  seeing  public  school 
teachers  who  regularly  take  instruction 
at  the  Lighthouse  from  a  graduate  of  a 
blind  school. 

OVERCOMING  BLINDNESS. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  uninitiated  See- 
ing person  to  understand  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  employing  the  Blind  as  teach- 
ers for  the  BHnd.  An  example  may  per- 
haps make  this  clear. 
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A  youngf  girl  had  just  finished  her 
college  course  and  graduated  with  hon- 
ors. Sudden  illness  deprives  her  of  her 
sight.  Without  any  previous  knowledge 
of  blindness  or  the  blind  she  felt  that 
her  life  must  become  a  drag  on  herself 
and  others.  Her  despair  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  appearance  of  a  blind 
woman,  whose  experience  has  been  simi- 
lar to  hers.  The  elder  woman  offered 
to  teach  her  again  to  read  and  write, 
and  to  learn  HOW  TO  BE  BLIND,  as 
she  herself  had  learned.  At  first  all  this 
seemed  quite  impossible  and  visionary, 
but  when  the  teacher  explained  that  she 
herself  lost  her  sight  after  the  school 
age  and  had  mastered  the  difficulty  and 
inconvenience  of  blindness  and  showed 
that  she  is  now  self-helpful  and  a  self- 
supporter,  the  novice  to  darkness  saw 
that  there  are  similar  possibilities  for  her 
to  find  Light  Through  Work.  Before 
long  the  teacher's  recruit  came  to  the 
Lighthouse ;  there  she  found  that  not 
only  can  she  overcome  her  handicap,  but 
that  her  co-operation,  her  knowledge  and 
intelligence  are  sorely  needed  to  help 
others  less  fortunate  than  herself. 

This  is  no  "hypothetical"  case,  and 
there  are  many  others  that  have  worked 
out  in  the  same  way.  The  blind  teacher 
of  the  blind  is  the  greatest  possible  mis- 
sionary for  this  task. 

THE    RLIXD    men's  CLUB. 

The  Blind  Men's  Improvement  Club 
has  a  fine  year  of  achievement  to  record. 
The  public  spirit  of  the  members  and 
their  discussions  on  the  topics  of  the 
day  are  stimulating.  The  Association  is 
deeply  grateful  for  the  interest  which 
they  have  shown  in  Lighthouse  enter- 
prises and  for  their  generous  donation 
of  $100  towards  paying  off  the  Light- 
house mortgage,  a  substantial  token  of 
their  belief  in  our  policy. 

The  Association  was  glad  to  have  a 
number  of  the  Club  members  as  its 
guests  this  summer  at  the  River  Light- 
house. 


from   the   president   of  the  blind 
aien's  club. 

INIr.  Scandlin  writes : 

"Early  in  May  the  Club  gave  its  an- 
nual concert  at  Aeolian  Hall.  The  pro- 
ceeds from  this  entertainment  netted 
about  $600.00.  With  one  exception  the 
artists  were  all  without  sight.  Each  was 
paid  his  own  price  for  professional  ser- 
vice. Comment  of  the  Musical  Press 
places  the  concert  with  others  of  high 
rank. 

"A  number  of  payments  have  been 
made  through  the  Clulj  to  the  ill,  through 
which  material  relief  and  comfort  have 
been  brought  into  the  homes  of  several 
of  its  suffering  members.  On  the  four- 
teenth of  July  the  Club  held  its  annual 
outing,  which  this  year  was  at  Glen 
Island;  175  active  members  and  their 
guides  were  in  attendance. 

"The  work  of  the  Club  during  the  year 
has  included  much  of  entertainment  and 
instruction,  such  as  musical  programmes, 
addresses,  etc.  The  Club  has  also  taken 
quite  an  active  part  in  legislation.  A 
committee  on  legislation  has  aided  in 
the  forming  of  several  bills  introduced 
at  Albany,  and  did  follow  up  work  in 
connection  with  the  granting  of  news- 
dealers' licenses,  and  also  details  in  con- 
nection with  the  granting  of  pensions  to 
the  worthy  and  needy  blind  of  the  city. 
The  Club's  efficiency  has  developed  bet- 
ter than  at  the  corresponding  period  a 
year  ago." 

soci.XL  service. 

The  ministrations  of  the  Lighthouse 
Crew  by  no  means  cease  with  the  dis- 
semination of  information,  instruction, 
and  recreation.  Social  Service  claims 
a  large  share  of  our  money  and  effort, 
and  the  relief  which  we  are  called  upon 
to  administer  direct  or  in  co-operation 
with  other  organizations,  extends  from 
saving  the  sight  of  a  tiny  infant  which 
is  threatened,  to  finding  a  home  for  a 
paralyzed  blind  man,  making  his  life 
useful  and  contented,  or  finding  decent 
burial  for  the  blind  cripple  who  has  been 
killed  by  a  motor  truck,  and  seeing  that 
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his  wife  and  children  are  awarded  the 
damages  which  wiU  make  their  existence 
possible.  This  work  of  consolation  re- 
quires the  diplomatic,  sympathetic  and 
vigilant  services  of  most  of  the  crew, 
including  the  co-operation  of  our  doc- 
tors, nurses,  lawyers,  the  police  and 
other  philanthropic  individuals. 

NO    CHRISTMAS    DINNER,    BUT    FOR  THE 

LIGHTHOUSE  THANKS  FROM  A 

BLIND  FRIEND. 

"We  received  your  Christmas  dinner 
basket,  and  we  thank  you  ever  so  much, 
as  we  would  not  have  had  any  Christmas 
dinner  only  till  we  received  basket  and 
Mother,  Brother  Henry  and  I  enjoyed  it. 

Hoping  to  see  you  soon." 

THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE. 

What  the  River  Lighthouse  does  is  best 
expressed  by  the  chairman  of  its  com- 
mittee, ]\Irs.  Pulsifer,  who  writes: 

chairman's  REPORT  435  GUESTS. 

The  summer  of  1914  at  the  River 
Lighthouse  demonstrated  once  more  that 
the  home  was  of  the  greatest  importance 
and  value  to  the  blind  people  who  were 
fortunate  enough  to  share  its  hospitality. 

The  season  was  opened  in  the  spring 
by  the  arrival  of  six  convalescents ;  then 
in  June  the  regular  parties  began  coming 
for  their  vacations,  varying  from  a  week 
to  ten  days,  and  when  the  house  closed 
in  October,  four  hundred  and  thirty-five 
guests  had  been  made  welcome,  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  a  hundred  over  the 
season  of  1913.  We  were  again  indebt- 
ed to  Dr.  Thompson  for  his  generous 
services. 

Many  of  the  former  friends  again 
kindly  contributed  to  the  running  ex- 
penses and,  with  the  new  donors  this 
year,  we  were  able  to  raise  over  $700. 

Through  the  kindness  of  one  of  the 
most  devoted  friends  of  the  Home,  a 
fire  escape  was  placed  on  the  house — a 
greatly  needed  safeguard  for  those  so 
helpless  in  case  of  fire.  The  same  gen- 
erous donor  contributed  money  for  a 
nurse  at  one  time  and  for  outside  board 
in  a  special  case  of  sickness ;  and  the 


labor  given  for  a  vegetable  garden  and 
grounds  was  most  highly  appreciated. 

A  LETTER  FROM  A  BLIND  GUEST. 

I  am  writing  a  letter  of  thanksgiving  to 
you.  While  I  was  in  the  country  I  en- 
joyed myself  very  much,  and  the  change 
did  a  heap  of  good  to  me.  I  am  feeling 
well.  I  earnestly  wish  I  could  get  another 
chance.  I  am  one  who  has  very  little 
pleasure  or  enjoyment,  and  when  I  get 
up  to  Cornwall  I  am  so  happy. 

FROM  A  CAMP  FIRE  GUEST. 

We  climbed  a  mountain ;  we  went  to 
get  water-lilies  and  four  of  us  fell  in  and 
thought  it  lots  of  fun  running  home  in 
wet  clothes.  We  gave  our  two  Camp 
Fire  Plays  under  the  trees  and  had  a  big 
crowd  and  many  compliments.  We  also 
conducted  a  grand  Ceremonial  Meeting 
and  our  blind  children  taught  the  Corn- 
wall girls  a  new  Camp  Fire  Song  and  its 
motions. 

BOWLING. 

There  are  three  teams  of  blind  Light- 
house bowlers.  Their  scores  compare 
favorably  with  those  of  the  sighted  teams 
which  they  have  challenged.  The  men 
keep  their  scores  for  themselves  in 
Braille  or  New  York  Point,  and  there 
is  a  blackboard  where  it  is  marked  up  for 
the  seeing.  Two  medals  were  bowled  for 
during  the  year. 

TERPSICHOKEAN. 

The  goddess  of  dance  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  at  the  Lighthouse.  Our 
regular  dances,  given  monthly  by  the 
Clubs  and  the  girls'  dancing  class,  have 
increased  in  numbers  and  enthusiasm. 
An  innovation  this  year  was  the  men's 
dancing  class,  which  is  attended  weekly 
by  a  large  number  of  enthusiastic 
students  and  dancers.  We  are  willing 
to  challenge  any  competitors  in  the 
hesitation,  two-step,  the  maxixe,  the 
tango,  and  are  just  beginning  the  fox 
trot.  Our  blind  women  ask  their  sighted 
men  to  their  dances,  while  the  blind  men 
in  their  turn  ask  their  sighted  women 
friends  and  relatives. 
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OUR  GUESTS. 

The  Lighthouse  Guest  Book,  which 
was  first  signed  by  Helen  Keller  and 
President  Taft,  shows  an  increasing  roll 
of  interesting  visitors.  We  find  that  our 
Sight  Saving  enterprises  appeal  to  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  individuals,  blind 
and  seeing.  Among  our  guests  one  day 
we  had  the  privilege  of  welcoming  two 


faction  to  feel  that  we  can  be  of  service 
in  this  fashion,  and  we  welcome  gladly 
blind  or  seeing  guests. 

THE    BUILDING    AS    A  TEACHER. 

The  building  is  often  studied  with  in- 
terest, and  we  are  glad  to  feel  that  our 
structure,  so  full  of  light  and  sunshine, 
can  in  itself  give  inspiration  to  younger 
organizations,  or  to  those  about  to  start, 


BLIND  ATHLKTKS  PLAYIXC;  ON  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  FLOOR 
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blind  ex- Policemen,  a  French  Countess, 
an  Aviator,  a  Senator,  a  Governor  and  a 
brave  Irish  Cook  and  Nursemaid. 

An  inspection  of  the  Lighthouse  in- 
terested this  varied  assemblage,  which 
increased  our  horizon  by  its  often  novel 
point  of  view  while  examining  our  activi- 
ties. 

BLIND  STRANGERS  WITHIN  OUR  G.\TES. 

Bewildered  Blind  from  other  towns, 
States,  and  countries  have  been  flocking 
to  the  Lighthouse  for  information  of  va- 
rious kinds,  to  borrow  a  typewriter,  or 
even  an  umbrella,  to  find  a  book,  or  per- 
haps merely  for  a  word  of  advice  and 
good  cheer.  Some  have  said  that  the 
Lighthouse  was  the  Metropolitan  Club 
House  for  the  Blind.   It  is  a  great  satis- 


and  teach  them  not  only  what  is  advisa- 
ble to  seek  in  building  a  Lighthouse,  but 
what  should  be  avoided. 


THE  SALESROOM. 

The  Salesroom,  where  we  sell  anything 
which  is  well  made  by  a  blind  man. 
woman  or  child  from  anywhere,  alwa}S 
attracts  visitors.  Some  come  purely 
from  curiosity  to  see  what  we  can  offer 
them,  and  to  such  our  display  of  well 
made  articles  acts  as  an  eye  opener.  The 
inspector  of  our  work  usually  ends  as  an 
interested  student  and  purchaser. 

THE  CLOTHING  BUREAU — ITS  IMPORTANT 
MISSION. 

With  the  aid  of  our  model  sterilizer  we 
are  able  not  only  to  clean  and  mend,  but 
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to  make  sanitary  the  old  clothes  which  ticket  bureau. 

are  sent  to  us.    We  often  find  it  neces-  The  Ticket  Bureau  is  often  the  enter- 

sary  in  order  to  give  back  to  a  forgotten  ing  wedge  to  re-introduce  a  discouraged 

blind  man  or  woman  his  rightful  heritage  and  neglected  blind  person  into  the  joy 


AN  EXPERT  BLIND  WOMAN  MASSEUSE  FROM  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  HI.IND 


as  a  citizen  of  the  world  not  only  to  teach 
him,  and  fill  him  full  of  faith  and  hope, 
"but  to  dress  him  or  her  from  top  to  toe, 
so  that  they  may  be  suitably  clad  again 
to  make  their  bow  to  the  public.  Clothes 
of  any  kind  in  good  condition  are  gladly 
received  and  acknowledged  if  sent  to  the 
Lighthouse. 


and  healing  given  by  music  or  good  plays. 
The  Ticket  Bureau  has  distributed  over 
17,500  tickets.  There  are  now  at  least 
thirteen  other  similar  activities  which 
have  sprung  from  the  parent  organiza- 
tion. The  tickets  have  been  furnished 
for  entertainments  ranging  from  the  Cir- 
cus to  Parsifal.    The  helpful  qualities  of 
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sweet  sounds  and  stimulating  drama  can 
only  be  realized  by  those  who  often  for 
years  have  been  shut  out  from  all  enjoy- 
ment of  this  kind.  We  are  always  inter- 
ested in  sending  guests  suited  for  the 
entertainments  oiTered.  Tickets  for  good 
performances  of  any  kind,  sent  prefera- 
bly in  groups  of  two,  as  far  in  advance  of 
the  performance  as  possible,  to  the  Light- 
house, will  be  gratefully  used  and  ac- 
knowledged. 

THE  SAFETY  EXHIBIT. 

Our  safety  exhibit,  given  to  us  by  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  Arthur  WiUiams,  is 
growing  apace.  Before  it  is  complete 
we  hope  to  have  it  include  not  only  ob- 
ject lessons  which  have  already  been 
practically  used  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness,  but  the  suggestions  and  de- 
vices which  may  lead  to  further  devel- 
opments, and  to  the  evolution  of  still 
better  schemes  for  conserving  the  vision 
of  the  community.  Of  course,  a  com- 
plete collection  of  preventative  literature, 
including  our  new  pamphlet  on  Proper 
Lighting,  is  an  integral  part  of  this  ex- 
hibit. 

THE  MUSEUM. 

By  the  Museum  we  aim  as  far  as  pos- 
sible to  show  what  has  been  accomplished 
in  the  history  of  the  blind  for  their  indus- 
trial, intellectual  and  spiritual  emanci- 
pation. Not  only  does  it  bring  convic- 
tion of  the  capacities  of  the  bhnd,  but 
the  ingenious  tools,  machinery,  books 
and  even  statues  which  they  have 
themselves  made,  put  new  heart  into  the 
disheartened  blind  man  who  has  bel'eve  l 
that  with  the  loss  of  sight  capacity  and 
self-help  must  also  disappear.  We  are 
most  eager  for  any  additional  exhibits 
to  add  to  our  collection. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

We  regret  that  our  Library,  though  a 
very  delightful  room,  furnished  with 
charming  shelves,  has  not  yet  received 
that  support  from  the  community  which 
we  should  like  it  to  have.  While  we  wish 
in  no  sense  to  compete  with  other  Libra- 
ries for  the  Blind,  we  do  want  our  own 


books  of  reference  and  books  to  stimu- 
late our  guests,  pupils  and  staff. 

All  contributions  in  any  print  will  be 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  Libra- 
rian, Miss  Dufify. 

THE  STAFF. 

It  is  truly  said  that  words  can  only 
approximately  express  our  ideas,  and  in 
each  report  the  Secretary  finds  an  in- 
creasing difficulty  in  expressing  duly  that 
appreciation  which  the  Lighthouse,  the 
Crew,  the  Passengers  and  the  Community 
at  large  owe  to  the  fidehty,  energy  and 
unselfishness  of  the  staff.  We  have  often 
said  that  we  cannot  pay  our  staff,  and 
we  realize  that  the  kind  of  service  which 
is  most  necessary  in  our  work  can  never 
be  rewarded  by  mere  dollars  and  cents. 

To  turn  Darkness  into  Light,  to  turn 
Waste  into  Usefulness,  require  Faith, 
Imagination  and  Steadfastness  to  an  un- 
limited degree.  All  these  quahties  are 
to  be  found  in  no  small  measure  in  our 
workers.  But  for  the  sleepless  vigilance 
of  Miss  Daisy  Fiske  Rogers  many  of 
our  difficult  problems  would  remain  un- 
solved and  many  a  storm  would  not  have 
been  successfully  breasted ;  her  example 
has  helped  and  inspired  her  co-workers 
to  no  small  degree.  During  the  absence 
of  the  Secretary  in  England  the  real 
burden  of  the  Lighthouse  was  put  upon 
her  shoulders.  She  had,  however,  from 
all,  faithful  and  eager  co-operation, 
especially  from  Mr.  Scandlin  and  from 
Mr.  Longenecker. 

OVER  HALF  OUR  CREW  BLIND. 

Among  our  most  eft'ective  workers  we 
have  had  the  totally  blind.  Among  the 
28  at  present  on  our  staff'  may  be  men- 
tioned Blind  Teachers,  a  Blind  Field 
Agent,  4  Blind  Stenographers,  Telephone 
Operators,  and  Assistants  in  various  de- 
partments of  the  men's  and  women's 
work. 

BLIND  AFTER  SCHOOL  AGE. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  consider- 
ing work  for  the  Blind  that  only  one- 
quarter  of  them  lose  their  sight  during 
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the  school  age,  the  majority  therefore  of 
our  Seekers  after  Light  are  grown-ups 
with  their  formed  habits,  tastes  and  am- 
bitions. This  makes  our  problem  diffi- 
cult and  complex. 

TO   ENERGIZE   OR  PAUTERIZE? 

That  is  the  question.  The  Association 
is  not  a  business.  We  cannot  figure  our 
gains  or  losses  by  any  ordinary  standard. 
If  we  are  to  turn  a  useless  pauper  into 
an  enthusiastic  worker  ;  if  we  are  to  teach 
the  fingers  of  the  suddenly  blinded  me- 
chanic to  detect  new  surfaces,  and  to  turn 
his  callous  hands,  which,  before  his  catas- 
trophe, were  obedient  servants  to  hi-^ 
eyes,  into  eyes  themselves,  it  takes  time. 
To  change  the  listless  hands  into  the  ten 
eyes  of  the  blind,  to  take  the  place  for 
him  of  the  two  eyes  which  he  has  lost,  it 
may  take  months  to  perform  the  miracle. 
Think  of  this  side  of  our  task  by  itself. 
First,  we  must  put  eyes  on  the  finger  tips. 
Second,  we  must  put  courage  in  the  heart. 
Third,  we  must  arouse  that  energy,  self- 
confidence  and  enthusiasm  which  alone 
can  find  the  path  out  of  darkness  into 
Light.  This  takes  patience  and  money 
till  it  is  done,  so  that  the  blind  man  may 
no  longer  be  a  charge  on  the  community. 

OUR  AIM. 

^\'e  are  so  often  asked  what  we  are 
really  trying  to  do  that  no  report  is 
complete  without  answering  this  ques- 
tion. We  seek  to  be  a  barrier  to  prevent 
whenever  possible  the  loss  'of  the  great 
gift  of  sight.  We  seek  to  have  a  knowl- 
edge of  every  blind  man,  woman  and 
child  within  reach  of  the  Lighthouse 
rays.  We  seek  to  ofifer  directly  or 
through  our  friends  the  opportunity  to 
self-help  to  those  with  whom  we  come 
in  touch  and  to  give  them  the  tools,  ap- 
pliances and  teaching  with  which  to  work 
their  way  out  from  impotent  darkness 
to  light.  To  the  impotent,  invalid,  infirm, 
and  aged  blind,  we  aim  to  bring  comfort, 
distraction  and  alleviation,  and  to 
brighten  their  lot  to  the  utmost.  Briefly, 
our  effort  is  to  stand  for  opportunity 
for  the  Blind  by  relieving  bodily,  mental 


and  spiritual  discouragement,  and  when- 
ever possible  teaching  them  to  take  their 
jKirt  in  the  work  and  play  of  the  sighted 
world — to  give  them  as  much  physical 
and  inner  Light  as  possible. 

WHAT   WE  TRY   TO   DO   FOR   THE  SEEING. 

We  feel  that  we  have  a  great  mission 
to  the  seeing  to  teach  them  how  to  profit 
by  the  abilities  of  the  blind,  and  how  to 
turn  their  sympathy  and  money  for  them 
from  sentimental  and  inefficient  channels 
into  direct  and  helpful  aid. 

THE  STORM. 

Perhaps  our  worst  storms,  which  actu- 
ally rock  the  Lighthouse,  are  the  great 
gusts  of  financial  depression  which  de- 
plete our  coffers  so  that  we  do  not  know 
at  times  where  the  next  penny  is  coming 
from  to  buy  oil  for  our  Lamp. 

Special  training  must  of  necessity  re- 
f|uire  expert  knowledge  and  much  time, 
hence  our  running  expenses  cannot  be 
lessened  by  cutting  out  the  necessary 
Teachers  and  Tools  to  do  our  work. 
Our  Pay  Roll,  it  must  be  remembered, 
includes  more  salaries  directly  given  to 
the  Blind  than  to  the  Seeing.  We  have 
given  to  the  blind  directly  in  salaries, 
wages,  purchases,  relief,  etc.,  this  vear 
$35,883. 

A  "sure-pay"  INVESTMENT. 

An  investment  with  us  pays  more  than 
is  given.  The  knowledge  that  every  cent 
s]>ent  will  go  as  far  as  possible.  Our 
work  is  supplemented  by  the  generous 
co-operation  of  many  volunteer  workers. 
Our  strength  is  increasing  by  the  free 
service  from  experts  among  doctors, 
nurses,  teachers  anrl  other  public  spir- 
ited people.  Many  of  us  labor  re- 
gardless of  time  or  reward  other  than 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  our  work  grow 
as  strong  and  efficient  as  possible. 

WE  NEED  NOW. 

Our  great  need  now  is  for  running  ex- 
penses. Without  money  we  cannot  do 
our  work. 
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The  deep  sympathy  which  we  all  feel 
for  the  sufferers  in  the  War,  the 
great  sums  collected  for  the  Red  Cross, 
the  Belgians  and  other  necessary  relief, 
curtail  the  contributions  which  we  might 
otherwise  have,  and  which  in  time  of 
peace  we  cotild  count  on.  Unless  the 
public  realize  this  our  work  will  be  fear- 
fully crippled  or  closed.  We  are  in  debt 
for  $15,000  spent  in  supplies,  necessary 
repairs,  relief,  etc.,  etc. 

RECLAIMED  FROM  DESPAIR. 

A  doctor  called  the  Lighhouse  Keeper 
to  help  him  prevent  a  young  man  from 
destroying  himself.  So  overwhelming 
was  the  catastrophe  of  complete  blindness 
which  came  to  this  young  machinist  that 
the  good  physician  and  the  Lighthouse 
folk  had  a  long,  hard  struggle  to  reclaim 
the  hopeless  life.  From  utter  despair 
this  man  of  about  twenty-five  has  now  be- 
come a  contented  wage-earner.  He  has 
now  mastered  the  tools  which  make  him 
an  efficient  blind  man,  and  has  found  the 
Light. 

WHY  WE  ARE  A  LEVER. 

Because  we  have  special  knowledge  of 
and  strong  faith  in  the  possibilities  of 
the  blind,  we  are  able  to  get  underneath 
the  problem  of  darkness  and  lift  it.  We 
cannot  put  in  motion  the  heroic  machinery 
which  is  ready  to  do  its  task,  unless  the 
force  for  our  dynamo  is  supplied  by  the 
public  purse.  H  we  have  money,  in 
many  instances  we  can  do  away  with 
tragedy,  despair,  idleness ;  substituting 
life,  interest,  work.  If  we  do  or  not 
depends  on  you  who  read  this. 

IMMEDLA,TE  WANTS. 

We  always  want  a  relief  fund.  As 
one  of  our  workers  said  the  other  day, 
"In  this  Lighthouse  service,  we  never 
know  what  is  going  to  happen  next.  We 
must  always  have  our  life  line  ready  to 
throw  out  to  a  blind  child,  man  or 
woman  struggling  in  the  depths." 

He  was  quite  right.  We  may  want 
money  in  a  thousand  ways,  too  quickly 


to  wait  for  the  laborious  machinery  of 
other  organized  charity.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  our  calls  come  from 
hospitals,  prisons,  poor-houses ;  yes,  even 
from  "palaces  of  millionaires,"  from 
police-stations  or  from  the  gutter.  There 
are  few  places  in  which  the  vital  needs 
of  human  beings  have  to  be  so  urgently 
and  instantly  met  as  at  the  Lighthouse. 

WANTED  PIANOS,  AN  ORGAN  AND  CLINIC. 

We  repeat  our  blind  music  teacher's 
urgent  plea  for  good  pianos  and  an  organ. 
We  would  emphasize  our  oculist's  appeal 
for  a  model  clinic,  which  would  make  oiu- 
sight-saving  service  more  effective. 

HOW   WE   SERVED  A  RECRUIT. 

ReHef  is  a  most  vital  part  of  our 
work  and  the  largest  item  of  our  expense 
will  be  found  under  the  heading  of 
"Wages  and  Relief."  Here  is  a  case  in 
hand :  As  this  report  was  being  written, 
a  lawyer  came  to  the  Lighthouse. 
Stricken  blind,  in  hard  times,  he  found 
himself  impotent,  with  a  large  family  to 
support,  and  only  debts  to  do  it  on.  His 
children  were  young;  his  wife,  untrained 
and  incapable  of  making  money,  was 
needed  to  look  after  the  babies.  In  utter 
despair,  the  man  was  sent  by  a  friend  to 
the  Lighthouse.  He  told  his  tale  to  our 
blind  Field  Agent.  It  being  evident  to 
this  experienced  worker  that  the  strain 
of  poverty  and  knowledge  of  hungry  ones 
at  home  must  be  removed,  this  member 
of  our  Crew  at  once  gave  our  guest  a 
small  sum  of  money,  in  the  shape  of  a 
loan.  "Rut  how  can  you  do  this?" 
queried  the  visitor.  "You  have  never 
seen  me  before;  how  can  you  trust  me? 
I  have  no  credential." 

"You  are  blind,  aren't  you?"  answered 
the  Lighthouse  worker.  "You  are  in 
need  ?  Those  are  your  credentials  ;  you 
need  no  others.  We  will  teach  you  so 
that  soon  you  can  help  us.  Our  experi- 
ence teaches  us  whom  we  can  trust." 

The  lawyer  was  utterly  overcome  with 
gratitude.    He  is  now  a  pupil  in  the 
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Lighthouse,  and  we  hope  that  before  long 
he  will  again  be  among  the  ranks  of  the 
world's  happy  workers.  But  for  the 
timely  Lighthouse  aid,  this  poor  man's 
nerve  would  probably  have  entirely  de- 
serted him ;  as  it  was,  the  thought  of 


self-destruction  had  frequently  haunted 
him  since  his  catastrophe. 

His  wife  has  now  also  become  an  en- 
thusiastic worker  for  the  Lighthouse,  and 
the  family  confidently  faces  the  dawn  of 
a  new  life  of  "light  through  work." 


BLIND  BOY  SCULPTORS  MAKING  ELEPHANTS 
One  of  these  elephants,  a  gift  from  the  boys,  in  now  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Kipling 
who  has  expressed  his  delight  with  it 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


38      Eighth  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Bhnd 


MEMORIALS. 

We  have  had  some  very  beautiful  me- 
morials given  us.  Our  work  seems  pre- 
eminently suited  for  them.  Few  things 
could  give  more  satisfaction  to  the  liv- 
ing than  to  feel  that  dear  ones,  gone  be- 
fore, had  lighted  an  ever-burning  beacon 
for  the  blind.  One  friend,  in  memory 
of  a  beloved  ]\Iother,  has  given  us  a  fund 
for  teachers  to  house-bound  blind  wom- 
en, thus  sending  them  in  their  homes  an 
always  welcome  message  of  love  and 
peace. 

MEMORIAL  WIXGS. 

Another  friend  has  helped  us  by  giving 
a  little  sum  to  supply  "wings  to  the 
blind." 

An  aged  negro  was  waiting  in  the  hall 
on  Christmas  Eve,  and  as  a  Lighthouse 
worker  passed,  she  smiled  up  at  her 
with  consummate  peace,  saying:  '"Oh, 
Missy,  is  dat  you?  I'se  settin'  heah  full 
ob  happiness  at  dis  blessed  season.  I'se 
in  no  hurry  to  leab  dis  deah  place ;  I'se 
jis  a  waitin'  fuh  'my  wings'  dat  brought 
me  heah  an'  gimme  sich  a  happy  day. 
But  for  dis  heah  guide  o'  mine,  my  bless- 
ed 'wings,'  I'd  never  git  away  f'om  home 
an'  de  smell  ob  cookin'  an'  washin'." 

A  happy  form  of  a  memorial  would  be 
a  Lighthouse  "Scholarship"  to  help  a 
blind  worker  during  his  first  struggle  to 
learn  and  become  self-helpful.  We  need 
such  aids  to  patience  in  the  period  of 
training,  and  would  gladly  administer 
them. 

HELP  TOO  LATE. 

A  young  woman,  alone  in  the  world 
with  a  tiny  income,  lost  her  sight.  She 
had  few  connections  and  little  knowledge 
of  the  world.  Her  small  investments 
were  unsuccessful.    For  months  she  sat 


in  idle  blindness  with  no  future  but  the 
poorhouse.  She  was  too  proud  to  beg 
and  knew  no  one  who  was  intelligent 
enough  to  understand  and  help.  In  a 
roundabout  way  we  heard  of  her  and 
sent  a  blind  visitor.  When  the  Light- 
house searcher  found  the  address  a 
notice  said  that  the  room  was  to  let. 
Enquiring  of  a  neighboring  tenant  for 
the  blind  woman,  our  teacher  received 
this  answer :  "Oh,  you've  come  for  the 
poor  thing.  She  was  so  lonely  here,  her 
money  had  gone,  and  she  was  too  proud 
to  go  to  the  poorhouse.  She  poisoned 
herself ;  but  it  was  the  idleness  and  de- 
spair which  really  killed  her.  It  is  too 
bad;  if  you  had  come  before  you  could 
have  saved  my  poor  friend."  ^^'hat 
agony  and  waste  for  lack  of  Lighthouse 
care ! 

CO.XSIDEK  WHAT  IT  WOULD  MEAN  TO  YOU. 

Consider  for  one  moment  what  it 
would  mean  to  you  to  lose  your  sight. 
The  bewilderment,  the  helplessness ; 
think  what  it  would  mean  to  have  a 
friend  come  gently  into  your  darkness 
with  a  message  of  light  through  work  to 
keep  you  sane,  to  make  you  useful,  to 
make  you  glad.  Close  your  eyes  for 
three  minutes  and  think  what  unrelieved 
blindness  must  mean.  Then,  not  for- 
getful of  the  other  great  battles  and 
struggles  in  the  world,  remember  that 
there  is  no  more  awful  strife  than  the 
Ijattle  of  a  lonely,  unaided  soul  in  the 
dark,  and  then  send  us  that  money  which 
you  thought  before  you  could  not  afford, 
(rive  us  your  help  in  any  way  you  can  to 
find  for  the  blind  light  through  work. 

(Signed)  Wlmfred  Holt, 

Secretary. 


Zbvee  6reat  Xlobt  Givers 


DR.  ROHERT  C.  MOON. 

In  1915  we  have  to  record  the  passing 
of  three  workers  whose  high  ideals  an  1 
faithfulness  to  their  self-imposed  task 
will  always  make  bright  chapters  in  the 
the  evolution  of  the  education  of  the 
blind.  The  first  of  these  was  Dr.  Robert 
C.  Moon,  the  son  of  the  noted  Dr. 
Moon  of  England,  who  invented  the  type 
that  bears  his  name  and  fitted  it  to  serv- 
ice in  about  four  hundred  languages  an:l 
dialects.  Dr.  Moon  married  an  Ameri- 
can and  lived  in  Phila  lelph'a,  where  he 
was  not  only  a  distinguished  ophthimol- 
ogist,  but  identified  himself  as  a  volunteer 
worker  in  many  philanthropic  fields.  The 
chief  of  these  was  the  founding  and  de- 
veloping of  the  Pennsylvania  Home 
Teaching  Society.  Dr.  IMoon  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Advisory  Board  of  our  Asso- 
ciation. His  knowledge  and  sympathv 
were  deeply  valued  by  us  an  1  he  will  be 
much  missed. 

MISS  MOON. 

j\Iiss  Moon,  the  sister  of  Dr.  Moon, 
had  for  a  long  time  maintained  with  great 
unselfishness  and  ability  the  Moon  So- 
ciety established  by  her  father,  which  had 
its  headquarters  at  Brighton,  England. 
This  gentle  lady,  having  secure:!  the  fu- 
ture of  her  great  enterprise  by  co-operat- 
ing with  the  National  Institute  for  tha 
Blind  in  England,  passed  away  much  be- 
loved and  regretted. 

SIR  FRANCIS  CAMPBELL. 

The  life  of  Sir  Francis  Campbell,  a 
blind  Kentucky  boy  who  became  the  fore- 
most teacher  and  friend  of  the  Blind  of 
his  time,  is  one  of  the  most  romantic 


chapters  in  the  deliverance  of  the  blind 
from  impotence  and  darkness.  Sir  Fran- 
cis was  fearless  spiritually  as  well  as 
physically.  He  believed  that  the  blind 
could  achieve  in  many  fields,  as  the  sight- 
ed are  able  to,  and  should  be  treated  as 
the  sighted  are.  He  proved  with  un- 
equalled energ}'  and  inspiration  the  truth 
of  his  doctrine.  Among  his  many  brave 
physical  feats,  he  climbed  Mount  Blanc. 
Though  he  was  accompanied  by  a  number 
of  guides  and  friends,  he  said  that  he  was 
the  only  man  who  saw  the  view  at  the 
top,  as  a  cloud  obscured  it  from  the  others 
while  from  studies  at  home,  he  saw  it 
so  clearly  with  his  mind's  eye  that  he 
was  able  to  describe  to  them  the  chief 
points  of  interest. 

In  the  founding  of  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  Sir  Francis  changed 
the  outlook  of  the  blind.  The  bestowal 
on  him  of  Knighthood  by  King  Edward 
was  a  well  merited  tribute  to  his  valor 
and  achievements.  Few  lives  are  more 
worthy  of  study  than  Sir  Francis'.  Hav- 
ing realized  to  a  great  degree  his  ambi- 
tions and  ideals^  he  died  quietly  at  the 
Royal  Institution,  where  his  dream  had 
come  true. 

Lat'y  Campbell,  who  was  an  insp'ration 
to  her  husband,  and  a  companion  in  every 
way  fitted  to  be  of  the  utmost  value  in 
helping  his  career,  survives  him. 


For  full  details  of  these  three  wonder- 
ful lives,  which  we  regret  that  space  pro- 
hibits our  dwelling  on  longer,  we  refer 
our  readers  to  "Outlook  for  the  Blind" 
and  "The  Blind."  See  back  cover  of  this 
Report. 
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ONE  OF  OUR  OCULISTS  ON  A  FEW  PHASES  OF  SIGHT  SAVING. 


By  Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger. 
Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  Post  Graduate  Medical  School. 


OUR  AIMS. 

People  sometimes  take  too  narrow  a 
view  of  the  function  of  this  Association. 
As  one  man  whom  we  asked  to  speak 
on  some  such  topic  as  artificial  lighting 
very  succinctly  expressed  it,  "what  has 
that  got  to  do  with  the  blind?" 

Our  Association  has  from  the  very  be- 
ginning considered  that  it  was  concerned 
not  only  with  the  people  who  were  al- 
ready blind,  but  with  all  those  who  might 
become  blind,  and  we  do  not  stand  for 
any  narrow  conception  of  blindness  eith- 
er. We  have  always  been  rather  proud 
of  having  interested  in  our  work  men 
with  the  very  diverse  points  of  view 
represented  on  our  sight  saving  com- 
mittee, and  it  has  very  naturally  brought 
us  into  several  distinct  fields  of  activity. 

WE  MUST  MAKE  THE  PUBLIC  UNDERSTAND 

Public  instruction  is  one  of  the  most 
important  of  them.  In  a  democracy  like 
ours  it  has  been  abundantly  proven  that 
public  health  must  depend  on  a  broad 
foundation  of  popular  understanding 
and  sympathy,  rather  than  on  the  pass- 
age of  unenforcible  laws.  A  recogni- 
tion of  this  has  nearly  doubled  the  aver- 
age length  of  human  life.  We  think  the 
same  thing  is  true  in  our  field.  Physi- 
cians have  known  for  at  least  a  quarter 
of  a  century  how  a  half  of  all  blindness 
could  be  prevented,  and  yet  it  has  not 
been  prevented.  But  a  popular  under- 
standing of  the  meaning  of  "birth  blind- 
ness," for  instance,  will  not  only  reduce 
the  number  of  the  blind  but  will  lead  to 
an  improvement  in  maternity  conditions 
all  over  this  country. 

We  are  trying  to  do  our  share  toward 
this  public  education  in  our  field. 

The  same  thing  can  be  said  of  the  re- 
lation of  the  other  social  diseases  to 
blindness,  of  eugenics,  of  the  eye  infec- 
tions and  accidents,  of  eye  strain,  of 
proper  lighting.  People  must  know 
abovit  them  if  there  is  to  be  any  great 
reduction  in  blindness. 


LEAFLETS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 

Our  Pamphlets.  We  have  always  pub- 
lished and  distributed  books  and  pamph- 
lets relating  to  blindness  and  its  pre- 
vention, and  last  year  we  included  in 
our  list  the  excellent  series  prepared  by 
the  American  Medical  Association.  This 
year  we  have  added  several  to  our  al- 
ready long  list,  a  copy  of  which  we  shall 
be  glad  to  send  on  application.  The}- 
contain  popular  information  on  nearly 
all  the  common  ocular  troubles  froni 
babies,  sore  eyes  to  senile  cataract.  This 
year,  too,  we  hope  to  see  the  fruition 
of  a  plan  which  will  result  in  a  very 
much  wider  distribution  of  our  publica- 
tions than  has  hitherto  been  possible. 

SIGHT-SAVING  LECTURES. 

Last  year  we  prepared  several  skeleton 
lectures  to  accompany  collections  of  lan- 
tern slide  illustrations  in  such  a  way 
that  they  could  be  used  by  any  physician 
conversant  with  eye  diseases.  This  year 
we  have  added  largely  to  our  collection 
of  slides  and  have  arranged  in  collabora- 
tion with  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Illuminating  Engineering 
Society  and  the  Board  of  Education,  to 
form  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Light- 
house by  well  known  speakers.  Our 
committee  is  confident  that  through  its 
membership  it  can  arrange  for  their  wide 
use  in  other  lecture  centers  and  other 
communities. 

Our  clinic  was  established  primarily 
that  we  might  secure  proper  examination 
and  records  of  our  own  blind,  and  each 
vear  adds  largely  to  their  number.  We 
are  accumulating  a  mass  of  information 
about  blindness  and  its  causes.  We  have 
been  able  each  year,  despite  the  limita- 
tions of  our  equipment,  to  restore  full 
vision  to  a  few  of  our  blind. 

CHILDREN  HAVE  EYE  TROUBLES. 

We  have  again  received  the  thanks 
of  the  Department  of  Education  for 
our  medical  examination  and  oversight 
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of  the  several  hundred  blind  children  in 
the  public  schools.  We  have  also  ex- 
amined for  the  department  many  cases 
of  so-called  backward  children  whose 
mental  torpor  is  often  due  to  diseased  or 
defective  eyes.  There  are  in  New  York 
City  alone  over  700,000  children,  of 
whom,  if  we  can  judge  from  the  experi- 
ence of  other  communities,  about  one- 
quarter  have  eye  defects  of  some  kind. 

OUR  CLINIC  IN  SORE  NEED. 

Our  clinic  has  come  into  existence 
since  the  erection  of  our  building  and 
no  provision  was  made  for  it  in  the 
plan.  It  has  been  conducted  in  a  small 
room  for  which  new  uses  seem  to  be 
discovered  constantly.  It  serves  at  vari- 
ous periods  of  the  day  as  an  office,  a 
music  room,  with  a  grand  piano,  a  class 
room  for  the  teaching  of  massage,  and  a 
medical  and  consultation  room.  Crowded 
as  it  is  and  with  only  the  barest  neces- 
sities in  the  way  of  equipment,  it  has 
to  serve  both  as  waiting  room  and  as 
consultation  room,  so  that  we  have  had 
to  limit  our  work  instead  of  allowing  it 
a  natural  expansion.  We  need  a  good- 
sized    waiting    room,  for    our  patients 


come  in  groups,  with  guides  and  nurses, 
who  have  to  wait  till  the  last  one  is 
ready  to  go. 

WE  NEED  NOW, 

We  need  a  consultation  room  large 
enough  for  two  or  more  doctors  to  work 
in  at  the  same  time.  We  should  like  a 
few  beds,  so  that  (I)  difficult  cases 
could  be  kept  under  observation  long 
enough  to  determine  the  cause  and  prob- 
able outcome  of  their  trouble;  (II)  for 
the  cases  we  could  help  by  operation. 
Above  all  we  should  like  accommoda- 
tion for  the  host  of  young  children  who 
juggle  about  from  one  dispensary  to 
another  with  the  ulcerative  conditions 
which  are  so  easy  to  heal  in  a  hospital 
and  so  dangerous  to  sight  when  treated 
at  home. 

1  have  only  touched  on  a  few  conspic- 
uous points  in  the  Association's  Sight- 
Saving  Work.  A  full  report  would  by 
itself  fill  a  considerable  pamphlet. 

In  this  year's  Report  ■Miss  Holt  also 
writes  interestingly  on  Sight-Saving  in 
her  Lighthouse  Log. 

(Signed)    Ellice  M.  Alger. 


"Coming  under  the  influence  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  in  the  beginning  of  my  blindness,  I  received  encouragement, 
instruction  and  example,  whicli  have  been  of  untold  value  since.  Not 
only  have  I  l^een  able  to  continue  to  earn  a  fair  return  along  lines 
of  work  that  I  had  started  in  the  days  when  I  had  sight,  but  I  have 
seen  other  men  and  women  helped  to  a  degree  that  can  hardly  be 
credited  by  those  who  have  not  participated." 

LETTER  from  A  i!LIXD  >L\X  MADE  ENTIRELY  SELF- 

supportixg  r.Y  the  lighthouse. 
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A  BLIND  WOMAN  STENOGRAPHER 
One  of  the  twenty-eight  Blind  on  our  Staff 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOlt  THE  HLIND 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Tlie  Association  wishes  to  record  its  deep  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger  for 
iiis  splendid  and  constant  work  in  our  clinic,  and  to  Dr.  Rovinsky,  to  Dr.  Charles  Denison 
and  Dr.  Alex.  NicoU  Thomson  who  have  visited  the  blind  in  their  homes  or  have  made 
special  appointments,  and  to  Dr.  Thompson  of  Cornwall  for  his  visits  to  Riverlight  gfuests. 

Thanks. are  also  due  to  Mrs.  Gardner  Millett  for  her  work  with  the  Lighthouse  Auxiliary 
and  unfailing  interest,  Miss  Blanche  T.  Newman  for  her  continued  help  in  the  work,  Miss 
Alice  Riggs  Hunt  for  her  talks  on  current  events.  Miss  Francesca  Gilder  for  instruction  in 
the  violin  class,  and  Miss  Mary  Thomas  for  her  help  in  the  Camp  Fire  group ;  to  Mr.  Syb 
(Jwens  for  his  continued  kindness  in  arranging  musical  entertainments,  Mr.  Walter  Ernst 
for  legal  services,  Mr.  Douglas  Henry  for  his  assistance  in  the  Clipping  Bureau,  and  to  the 
following  co-operators  who  have  visited  the  blind  or  read  to  them  in  their  homes  :  Miss 
i!rinkerhot¥.  Miss  Bullard,  Mrs.  Thomas  Achison,  Miss  Kerr,  Miss  Latham,  Mrs.  H.  Rogers, 
Miss  Kate  Schwietering,  Miss  Fredrica  Trow,  Miss  Wagstaf?  and  Miss  Isabel  Willis. 

The  Association  is  greatly  indebted  to  managers  and  donors  of  tickets  for  the  Ticket 
r>ureau  and  to  the  following  organizations  for  ef¥ective  co-operation  : 

The  New  York  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor;  the  P.rdnklyn 
Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities, 
the  Charity  Organization  Society,  the  Department  of  Education,  the  Department  of  Public 
Charities,  the  Flower  Mission,  the  National  Fruit  and  Flower  Guild,  the  State  Charities 
Aid  Association,  the  United  Hebrew  Charities,  and  the  United  Jewish  Aid  Societies. 


Mrs.  Achelis 

Mrs.  P.  W.  Alexander 

Miss  S.  Alexander 

Mrs.  Charles  Angel 

Anonymous 

Mrs.  Appleby 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Austin 

Mrs.  Baldie 

Mrs.  Barnum 

Mrs.  Barry 

Mrs.  E.  Bigelow 

Mrs.  Bradlev 

Mr.  E.  C.  Bridgeman 

Mrs.  H.  Cheaver  Brown 

Mrs.  Browning 

Mrs.  Burton 

Mrs.  Cattermole 

Miss  Caughey 

Mr.  J.  R.  Cautley 

Miss  Church 

Miss  Content 

Miss  Dewitt  Davidson 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Devereux 

Mrs.  Eisner 

Miss  K.  Kriich 

Mrs.  Ernst 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Field 

Miss  DeFrances 

Mrs.  Francis 

Mr.  Eraser 

A  Friend 

A  Friend 

A  Friend 

A    Friend,    through    Miss  Griffiths, 

Staten  Island 
Mrs.  S.  R.  Gale 
Mrs.  Gardner 
i.irs.  H.  Gardner 
Mrs.  Gardiner 
Miss  H.  Glover 


DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING. 

Miss  Nettie  Gordon 
Mrs.  D.  Grant 

Mrs.  Gri.L-ning 

Mrs.  Oruiining 

Miss  Grace  Griswold 

Miss  A.  Guy 

L.  S.  H. 

Miss  Hagadorn 

iTr.  Hall 

Miss  Hanford 

Mrs.  Hanford 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Hartman 

Miss  Hazen 

The  Misses  Heller 

Mrs.  Henderson 

Mrs.  J.  Henderson 

Mrs.  Henschell 

Mrs.  Hofcut 

Miss  Hunt 

Mrs.  Huscut 

Miss  N.  Isaacs 

Mrs.  Joyce 

Mrs.  Rearing 

Miss  Keator 

Mrs.  Kellogg 

Miss  Latham 

Miss  Julia  Lathers,  Clothing  Bureau 

Mr.  G.  Leary 

Mrs.  Levy 

Mrs.  R.  L  Levy 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Levy 

Mrs.  Lindsey 

Miss  Livin.gston 

Mr.  Longernecker 

Miss  Louis 

Mr.  C.  Louis 

Mr.  C.  H.  Louis  • 

Mr.  H.  J.  Louis 

Dr.  1.  Louis 

Mrs.  Seth  Low 


Mrs.  E.  Lund 
Miss  Lutz 
Miss  Magruder 
Mr.  S.  McKay 
Mrs.  March 

Mariners    Family    Asylum,  Staten 

Island 
Mrs.  Matshak 
Mi-s  .\i  I  1  iiliardt 
Mr.  G.  W.  Millett 
Miss  G.  Mills 
Miss  M.  Milner 
Miss  Bell  Moses 
Miss  Newman 

New  Rochelle  Sewing  Circle 

Mrs.  Olhaber 

Mrs.  Ortega 

Mr.  Syb  Owens 

Mrs.  Patrick 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Patrick 

Mr.  C.  L.  Pollard 

Miss  Rawls 

Mrs.  Reigenfeld 

Mrs.  Rhoades 

Mrs.  D.  D.  Robinson 

Miss  D.  F.  Rogers 

Miss  W.  Rogers 

Mrs.  Rollwagon 

Mrs.  Rutter 

Mr.  A.  S.  Rutter 

Mrs.  Samuels 

Mr.  W.  I.  Scandlin 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Schenberg 

Mrs.  Monroe  Smith 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Vaughan 

Miss  Villard 

Mrs.  Webb 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Weston 

Miss  A.  Wolf 

Mr.  H.  F.  Wolff 
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DONATIONS  IN  KIND. 


Anonymous  Friend, 

Medical  supplies. 
Miss  Sarah  Alexander, 

Furniture. 
Mrs.  G.  Barton, 

Flowers. 
Mr.  Benson, 

Bandages,  etc. 
Miss  A.  Bernheimer, 

Money  for  delicacies. 
Miss  C.  Bernheimer, 

Money  for  delicacies. 
Bloomingdale  Brothers  (through  Mr.  Schwab), 

Boxes. 
Mrs.  Boses, 

Silk  pieces. 
Miss  Emily  Bourne, 

Victrola  for  Workshop. 
Miss  Brennan, 

Candy  and  bags  for  candy. 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Burnett, 

Hats  for  children. 
Messrs.  Charles  &  Ray, 

Pieces. 
Miss  E.  Fisher  Clarke, 

Lace,  combs,  veils,  etc. 
Mrs.  Clarkin, 

Two  barrels  of  apples. 
Miss  Content, 

Candy  for  girls. 
Mrs.  A.  Davis, 

Mattress. 
Mrs.  Einzig, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  J.  Eisler, 

Pieces. 
Mr.  J.  Fraser, 

Sewing  machine. 
Friend, 

Magnets  for  children. 
Friend, 

Pieces. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Frost, 

Candy  for  girls. 
Gotham  Straw  Works, 

Bales  of  straw. 
Miss  Hagadorn, 

Two  pair  of  glasses  and  Hymn  Books  for 
Riverlight. 
Hamilton  Wall  Paper  Co., 

Samples  of  cretonne. 
Mrs.  Herrnstadt, 

Pieces. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hill, 

Hymn  Books  for  Riverlight. 
Mr.  Emil  Hirschfield, 

Paper  Napkins  for  Riverlight. 
Mrs.  Holbrook, 

Piano. 
Hoops, 

Fans. 
The  Misses  Horton, 

Flowers. 
Miss  A.  R.  Hunt,  ^ 

Embroidery  silks. 
Mr.  Huntly, 

Lumber  for  the  shop. 
Huyler's,  a 

Candy. 


Mr.  Julias,  Florist, 

Plants  at  Easter. 
Mrs.  Kaufman, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  Knickerbocker, 

Medical  supplies. 
Mrs.  Krenthal, 

Toys. 
Lake's  Restaurant, 

Coffee  for  Club. 
Mr.  R.  Laurence, 

Apples. 
Mr.  A.  Lee, 

Pieces  of  creton. 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Levy, 

Invalid's  chair  and  outfit. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindfelt, 

Books  for  Riverlight. 
Miss  Livingston, 

1  couch  and  2  tables. 
Mr.  L.  Louis,  care  of  Henry  Glass  &  Co.. 

Pieces  for  rugs. 
Miss  Magruder, 

Household  articles  and  wools. 
Dr.  Mansfield,  Seaman's  Institute, 

Chests. 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Mastick. 

Flowers. 
Miss  Meinhardt, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  S.  J.  Mimne, 

Pieces. 
Mirror  Co., 

Candy. 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Montgomery, 

Piano  (loaned). 
Mrs.  Morgenroth, 

Pieces. 
New  York  Pie  Bakery, 

Pies  for  entertainment. 
Dr.  deLyon  Nirols, 

Hats  for  children. 
Mrs.  Ortega, 

Pieces. 
Miss  Pascal, 

Furniture  and  dress-making  supplies. 
Miss  Patrick, 

1  harp  and  3  canes. 
Mrs.  H.  Porter, 

Flowers. 
Robertson  Garage. 

2  rubber  plants. 
Mrs.  P.  A.  Rockefeller, 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  Rollwagon, 

Plants.  ' 
Steinway  &  Son, 

Piano  cover. 
Mr.  Taylor, 

Dishes. 
Miss  Thomas, 

Flowers. 
Miss  Thomas'  Camp  Fire  Group, 

Victrola  for  Campfire  Girls. 
Mr.  S.  A.  Walsch. 

1  Salmon. 
Mrs.  Webb, 

Sugar,  fruit  and  lunchroom  supplies;  apples. 
Whatsoever  Club, 
Groceries. 


FROM  A  LETTER  BY  A  LIGHTHOUSE  PUPIL,  PUBLISHED  IN 
A  NEWSPAPER.  HE  IS  NOW  A  SUBSCRIBER  TO  THE 
ASSOCIATION'S  FUND. 

"I  know  a  number  of  men  who  have  lost  their  sight  within  the  past  five  or 
six  years  who  have  gone  through  experiences  very  such  like  my  own.  They 
have  been  sought  out  by  the  Association,  have  been  taught  to  read  and  to  write, 
have  gradually  become  interested  in  the  work  that  is  being  carried  on  at  the 
Lighthouse,  and  have  entered  its  classes  or  its  workshop.  Several  of  these  men 
I  count  among  my  personal  friends,  and  I  know  that  they  have  been  brought 
to  a  state  of  mind  that  they  never  would  have  attained  without  some  such 
influence  and  impelling  force  behind  them  to  urge  them  on  to  self-effort ;  men 
and  women  who  perhaps  have  stood  nearer  to  the  portals  of  death  than  their 
family  and  friends  ever  suspected,  because  of  the  discouragement  and  utter 
despondence  that  bore  down  upon  them  from  all  sides," 


"KNOWLEDGE  HATH  UNCURTAINED  HEAVEN: 
ON  THE  UTTERMOST  SHORES  OF  DARKNESS  THERE  IS  LIGHT; 
MIDNIGHT  HATH  SENT  FORTH  A  BEAM! 

THE  BLIND  THAT  STUMBLED  IN  DARKNESS  WITHOUT  LIGHT 
BEHOLD  A  NEW  DAY!  " 


EDITORIAL  FROM  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 

"From  time  immemorial  the  miracle  of  miracles  has  been  to  make 
the  blind  see.  This  miracle  has  now  become  one  of  the  practical  and 
methodized  possibilities  of  intelligent  philanthropy.  The  annual  report 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  gives  authentic  and  full  in- 
formation as  to  how  it  is  done,  the  extent  to  w^hich  it  has  been  done,  and 
the  extent  to  which  the  wonderful  work  can  further  be  advanced. 

"Light  Through  Work"  is  the  motto  on  the  seal  of  the  society,  and 
it  is  fitting.  The  worst  blight  of  unrescued  blindness  is  helplessness  with 
its  combination  of  wearing  inertion  and  of  dependence.  By  the  most 
ingenious  methods,  diligently  and  skilfully  applied,  the  Association  aids  in 
removing  this  blight.  In  its  salesrooms — appropriately  called  "The  Light- 
house"— there  are  examples  of  the  output  of  a  score  of  industries  in  which 
the  blind  have  been  trained  not  only  to  work  but  to  work  well,  so  that  the 
products  of  their  labor  obtain  and  deserve  living  prices  in  competition  with 
those  who  are  not  handicapped.  From  broommaking  and  chair  caning  to 
nice  joiner  work,  from  plain  knitting  to  weaving,  with  stenography,  type- 
writing, telephoning,  piano  tuning,  scientific  message  these  industries 
range.  And  the  Association  is  confident  that,  with  adequate  support,  this 
remarkable  range  can  very  much  be  extended.  The  support  should  not  be 
withheld,  and  we  believe  it  will  be  given  generously  when  the  work  is 
understood." 


LIGHTHOUSE  No.  1 

OFFICES,  SALESROOM,  INFORMATION  AND  LECTURE  BUREAU, 
TRAINING  STATION,  ETC. 

Ill  EAST  59th  STREET  Phone.  Plaza  3.?70-71 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

"What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind,"  by  Helen  Keller.    (Reprinted  by  blind  printers 

from  the  World's  Work.) 
"To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children."     Translated  from  the  German  by 

Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
"Typhlophiles,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 

Blind.  (Reprinted  from  Charities.) 
"Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
"A  Short  Life  of  Henry  Fawcett  for  All  Children  Everywhere,"  by  Winifred  Holt. 
Thiid  Edition.  In  English  in  Ink  Print.  In  Esperanto  Ink  Print  by  the  Esper- 
anto Society.  In  English  Braille,  to  be  had  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  London,  and  in  Scientific  Braille,  published  by  the  Perkins  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  Watertown,  Mass.  In  Moon  print,  published  by  the  Moon  Society, 
Brighton,  England. 

Reports  and  Leaflets  Telling  of  the  Work  of  the  Association 

LEAFLETS  ON  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  AND  SIGHT  SAVING 

May  be  had  free  on  application  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

MAGAZINES  ON  FILE  AT  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

(In  Types  for  the  Blind) 
The  Matilda  Zeigler  Magazine  for  the  Blind,  in  improved  Braille  and  New  York 

PoiiU,  published  monthly  by  the  Ziegler  Publishing  Company  for  the  Blind,  250 

West  54th  Street,  New  York. 
The  Christian  Record,  in  improved  Braille  and  New  York  Point,  published  monthly 

by  the  Christian  Record  Company,  College  View,  Neb. 
The  Messenger  to  the  Sightless  (in  Scientific  Braille).      Published  at  Salt  Lake  Citv, 

Utah. 

The  Searchlight,  in  Improved  Braille,  a  quarterly  publication  sent  out  from  the  Light- 
house to  the  children.  No.  1,  111  East  59th  Street,  New  York. 

The  Illuminator,  in  Improved  Braille,  a  quarterly  publication  of  the  Holmes-Schenley 
Literary  Society  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

The  Daily  Mail,  in  English  Braille,  published  weekly  in  London.     Contains  news  from 

the  London  Daily  Mail. 
The  Weekly  Summary,  in  English  Braille,  a  popular  record  of  news,  published  in 

Eltham,  Kent,  England. 
Progress,  in  English  Braille,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association. 

Great  Portland  Street,  London. 
Comrades,  in  English  Braille,  a  magazine  for  boys  and  girls,  published  by  the  British 

and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  Great  Portland  Street,  London. 
Channels  of  Blessing,  in  English  Braille,  published  bi-monthly,  Margate,  England. 
The  Moon  Magazine,  in  the  Moon  type,  published  in  Brighton,  England,  by  the  Moon 

Society  for  the  Blind. 

Dawn,  in  Moon  type,  published  quarterly  by  the  Nnrtlicrn   Counties  Blind  Society, 

North  Shields,  England. 
Espiranta  Ligilo,  in  European  Braille  in  Espiranta,  published  in  Paris,  France. 
The  Michigan  Herald  (in  Scientific  Braille).  The  School  for  the  Blind,  Lansing,  IMich. 

MAGAZINES  OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND  AND  THEIR  FRIENDS 

(In  Ink-Print) 

The  Blind,  published  by  Gardener's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London. 

Valentin  Hauy,  published  by  the  Valentin  Hauy  Association  for  the  Blind,  Paris,  France. 
Blindenfreund,  issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaeter.  Konisberg,  Germany. 
The  Braille  Review,  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  London. 
England. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Association  for  the  Blind: 

The  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind. 

And  The  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 
Von  Unsern  Blinden,  published  by  K.  K.  Blindenerzie.     Herausgegeben  vom  K.  K. 

Blinden-Erziehungs  Institute,  Vienna,  Hungary. 

ORDERS  TAKEN  FOR  ALL  WRITING  APPLIANCES.  BOOKS,  AND  MAGAZINES 
IN  ANY  TYPE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


THE    rUDOR    PRESS.    N.  V. 


THE   LIGHT   HOUSE  LOG 


NINTH  REPORT 

For  the  Year  Ending  November  1st,  1915 

The  New  York  Association 
FOR  THE  Blind 

Organized  1905.     Incorporated  1906  for  the  State  of  New  York 
OFFICES   AND  SALESROOM.   111    EAST  59th  STREET 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 
LIGHTHOUSE  No.  1 

OFFICES,  SALESROOM,  INFORMATION,  LECTURE  BUREAU,  ETC. 
1 1 1  EAST  59th  STREET  TELEPHONE,  plaza  3370-3371 

OFFICE  HOURS :  9  TO  6  WEEK  DAYS 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN,  338  East  35th  Street 

THE  TUNING  SCHOOL  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND,  357  East  49th  Street 

THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE  (The  Hardy  Memorial) 
A  VACATION  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND,  CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON,  N.  Y. 

OBJECTS 

TO  PREVENT  UNNECESSARY  BLINDNESS 

TO  HELP  THE  BLIND  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES 

TO  SUCCOR  AND  RELIEVE  THE  ILL,  NEEDY  AND  AGED  BLIND 

TO  GIVE  TO  THE  BLIND  WORK,  FUN  AND  COMFORT 

Yearly  Subscriber         -        -        $10.00        Patron       .        -        .        .  $100.00 
Sustaining  Subscriber         -        -      25.00        Life  Patron  (given  at  one  time)  500.00 
Lighthouse  Founder  (given  at  one  lime)        -  $1,000.00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

/  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blma,  incor- 
porated under  Chapter 559  of  the  Laws  of 1 895  of  the  State  of  New  Yorl^, 
to  be  applied  to  the  benevolent  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Association  and 
under  its  direction  {insert  description  of  the  money  or  property  given). 


INSPECTION,  SUGGESTION  AND  CRITICISM  WELCOMED. 
SERVICE  GIVEN  REGARDLESS  OF  RACE  OR  CREED. 
THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY  BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  work  are  requested  not 
to  give  money  to  persons  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Association. 

WHAT  THE  NEW  YORK  EVENING  POST  SAYS  ABOUT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  : 

( Editorial,  From  N.  V.  Evenijig  Post,  February  9,  1915) 
AID  NEEDED  FOR  THE  BLIND 

"The  appeal  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  for  additional  funds 
should  receive  a  g'enerous  response.  Like  all  New  York  charities,  it  is  feeling- 
the  direct  effects  of  the  war,  and  in  a  sense  it  has  been  harder  hit  than  others,  for 
the  reason  that  in  addition  to  a  curtailment  of  sidjscriptions,  the  sales  of  articles 
made  by  the  blind  have  fallen  of¥  while  the  cost  of  material  has  increased. 

"Measured  by  its  helpful  service  to  an  afflicted  element  of  the  community  this 
is  perhaps  the  most  deserving-  charity  in  the  city.  After  eight  years  of  existence, 
the  Association  has  on  its  list  the  names  of  10,700  blind  people,  with  7,700  of 
whom  it  is  in  direct  touch.  It  maintains  three  well-equipped  buildings,  a  work- 
shop for  blind  men,  a  lecture  bureau  and  a  clinic.  Last  year  it  paid  out  more 
than  $35,000  to  the  blind  in  wages  and  i-elief,  and  blind  workers  received  an 
appro.Kimate  sum  from  the  sale  of  their  products.  It  prepares  sightless  persons 
for  teaching  and  clerical  work,  and  its  representatives  paid  5,345  visits  in  the 
year  to  invalid  or  house-bound  blind. 

"Certainly  few  of  New  York's  charities  can  base  an  appeal  for  money  on  so 
substantial  a  record  of  accomplishment.  To  hamper  in  any  degree  this  work  of 
true  social  service  for  lack  of  funds  would  be  a  distinct  public  loss." 


THE   LIGHT   HOUSE  LOG 


LOV  E  AND  J  USTIC  E  :  THE  BUIND  GUARDIANS  OF  THE  BLIND 

ESPeCIAI_l_Y    DRAWN    FOR   THE  ASSOCIATION    BY    E.    H.  Bl_ASHFtEl_D 


NINTH  REPORT 

FOR    THE    YEAR    ENDING    NOVEMBER   1st,  1915,  OF 

The  New  York  Association 
For  the  Blind 

Organized  1905.    Incorporated  1906  for  the  State  of  New  York 

OFFICES,  SALESROOM,  INFORMATION  AND  LECTURE  BUREAUX, 

TRAINING  STATION,  CLUBS,  ETC. 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  ELEVEN  EAST  FiFTY-NlNTH  STREET 

Telephone,  Plaza  3370-J 


A  LETTER  FROM 
THE  HONORABLE  JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

We  are  in  immediate  and  constant  need  of  money  for  the  running  expenses 
for  the  coming  year.  Will  you,  who  can  see,  help  us  in  our  efforts  to  help  the 
blind  to  help  themselves?  This  Association's  work,  despite  the  large  diversion 
of  interest  and  funds  to  the  war  sufferers,  has  gone  on  unhampered  (though 
with  a  lessened  working  staff),  and  we  feel  that  more  than  ever  it  has  justified 
its  motto  of  finding  for  the  blind  "Light  through  Work." 

The  Association  started  eight  years  ago  with  a  debt  of  $400  and  a  list  of  only 
500  living  blind  people.  It  now  has  a  model  plant  and  last  year  paid  out 
$38,734.20  to  the  blind  direct  in  wages  and  relief.  Some  of  our  pupils  who  have 
become  independent  through  our  teaching  are  now  themselves  contributing  to  the 
support  of  the  Lighthouse. 

Our  aim  is  to  teach ;  to  succor  the  ill,  aged  and  needy  blind ;  to  bring  happi- 
ness and  cheer  into  their  lives  by  our  social  work  (our  concerts,  entertainments, 
dancing,  bowling  and  club  activities)  ;  to  prevent  unnecessary  blindness  by  our 
Clinic  and  "Follow-up"  work,  and  by  our  sight-saving  and  educational  campaign ; 
to  make  possible  health  and  recreation,  giving  respite  to  darkened  lives,  by  visits 
to  our  Riverlight ;  to  give  advice  and  help  to  any  blind  man.  woman  and  child 
who  comes  to  us;  in  fact,  to  make  the  Lighthouse  (our  headquarters),  the 
Bourne  Workshop  for  Blind  Men,  the  RiverligKt  at  Cornwall-on-Hudson,  and 
our  modest  little  Tuning  School  on  the  East  Side,  all  fill  their  unique  places  in 
the  community,  and  truly  serve  as  beacons  of  hope  to  the  sightless. 

We  appeal  to  the  public  in  war  time  to  give  us  money.  We  appeal  confi- 
dently to  those  who  can  see  to  help  us  to  help  those  who  must  battle  in  the  dark, 
and  we  ask  them  to  remember  that  "the  heaviest  burden  of  the  Blind  is  not 
Blindness  but  Idleness." 

(Signed)    Joseph  H.  Choate. 


Checks  Payable  to  Frederick  L.  Eldridce,  Esq., 
Treasurer  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Ill  East  59th  Street. 


ii 


Officers  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


PRESIDENT 
Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Miss  Helen  ICellek  Dr.  John  H.  Finley  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis 

HONORARY  VICE-PRESIDENT 

Mr.  Robert  W.  de  Forest 

SECRETARY  TREASURER 
Miss  Winifred  Holt  Mr.  Frederick  L.  Eldridge 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Dr.  Raymond  C.  Knox,  Chairman    Miss  Winifred  Holt 


Mr.  Frederick  L.  Eldridge 
Mr.  Henry  W.  Goddard 


Mr.  Joseph  Howland  Hunt 
Mrs.  Seth  Low 


Mr.  Seth  E.  Thomas 

Mr.  EbEN  P.  MORFORD 

Mr.  Bradley  Stoughton 


TRUSTEES 

Rt.  Rev.  David  H.  Greer  Mr.  Henry  Phipps  Mr.  Feli.x  M.  Warburg 

Mr.  Willard  V.  King  Mr.  Finley  J.  Shepard  Mr.  Arthur  Williams 


Dr.  Felix  Adler 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen 

Principal  of  Perkins  Institu- 
tion FOB  THE  Blind,  Mass. 


Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood 

Director  of  Census  of  the 
Blind  New  York  Commission, 
1906-1907,  Founder  of  the 
Maryland  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness. 


Miss  Emily-  H.  Bourne 


ADVISORY  BOARD 
Mr.  O.  H.  Burritt 

Principal  Overbrook,  Pa., 
School  for  the  Blind,  Secre- 
tary New  York  State  Com- 
missions for  the  Bund,  1903 
AND  1906. 

Dr.  Lewis  Carll 

Of  New  York  State  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind,  1903. 

Cardinal  Farley 

Senator  Thomas  P.  Gore 

Bishop  Greer 

Mrs.  Edward  R.  Hewitt 


Dr.  Arnold  Knapp 

Mrs.  Annie  Sullivan  Macy 

Rabbi  J.  Leon  Magnes 

Dr.  William  H.  Maxwell 

City  Superintendent  of 
Schools. 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler 
Vice-President    State  Chari- 
ties Aid  Association. 

Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schiff 

Hon.  p.  Tecumseh  Sherman 

Hon.  William  Howard  Taft 

Miss  Lillian  D.  Wald 


Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger 

Professor  of  Diseases  of  the 
Eye,  Post  Graduate  Medical 
School. 


Hon.  Thomas  W.  Churchill' 
President  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 


Dr.  Haven  Emerson 

Commissioner  of  Health  for 
Greater  New  York. 


SIGHT-SAVING  SERVICE 

Dr.  Ward  A.  Holden 

Instructor  of  Ophthalmology 
of  the  College  of  Physicians 
AND  Surgeons. 

Miss  Winifred  Holt 

.Secretary  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind, 

Dr.  Henry  M.  Leipziger 

Supervisor  of  the  Department 
of  Lectures  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 


Hon.  George  H.  McAneny 


Mr.  Arthur  Williams 

President  of  the  Museum  of 
Safety  Devices. 


Dr.  Talcott  Williams 

Director  of  the  School  of 
Journalism,  Columbia  Univer- 
sity. 


Ill 


Officers  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  BHnd — Continued 


BUSINESS  ORGANIZATION  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Seth  E.  Thomas,  Chairman 
Mr.  Henry  W.  Goddard  Mr.  Bradley  Stoughton 

WORKSHOP  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Bradley  Stoughton,  Chairman 
Mr.  Henry  Burr  Barnes,  Jr.  Mr.  Henry  Morgan  Post 

Mr.  Edgar  Bromberger  Mr.  Charles  Stillman 

Mr.  Douglas  Henry  Mr.  Seth  E.  Thomas 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  FUND  COMMITTEE 
This  Committee  of  One  Hundred  Citizens,  organized  by  the  President  of  the  Association, 
The  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  has  remained  intact. 

Mr.  Arthur  Williams,  Chairman  Mr  John  Seely  Ward,  Treasurer 

Mr.  Feli.x   M.   Warburg,   I 'ice-Chairman       Mr.  Louis  TREAvwEi-h,  Secretary 

SOCIAL  SERVICE  COMAIITTEE 
Mr.  William  I.  Scandlin,  Chairman 
Dr.  I.  Louis  Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MUSEUM 
Mr.  Percival  Dietsch 

OCULISTS 

Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger  PHYSICIAN 

Dr.  a.  Rovinsky  Dr.  George  W.  Jacoby 

Dr.  Ward  A.  Holden 

SEARCHLIGHT  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  Ellwood  Hendrick 
Miss  Winifred  Holt  Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers 

WARDROBE  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  Ernest  Bkielow,  Chairman  Mrs.  John  Redfiei.d 

RIVER  LIGHT  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  Nathan  Pulsifer,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  Bevekly  Duer  Miss  D.  Fiske  Ro(;ers 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Lee  Mrs.  Frederick  M.  Stein 
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WHAT  THE  BLIND  SAY  ABOUT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 


"I  beg  for  more  beacons  to  break  the  night  of  blindness.  I  beg  you  to  con- 
stitute yourself  keepers  of  the  light  not  only  for  the  blind  of  this  city,  but  for  all 
the  blind.  .  .  .  The  moment  you  write  your  name  on  a  check  you  will  raise  a  light 
which  shall  shine  far  and  wide.  Some  shipwrecked  brother  on  the  coast  of  life  will 
be  better  and  happier  because  of  your  good  deed." 

— Helen  Keller,  A  Vice-President  of  the  Association. 

A  LETTER  FROM  A  MAN  BLINDED  IN  LATER   LIFE-BUT  NOW,  THANKS 
TO  THE  ASSOCIATION  SELF-SUPPORTING 

"Men  have  learned  through  the  help  of  the  Association  to  work  like  those  who 
have  sight,  and  in  the  work  they  have  been  taught  and  given  to  do  they  have 
restored  themselves  to  a  mental  balance  that  even  they  can  hardly  understand.  Be- 
cause of  these  things  the  motto  of  the  Association,  'Light  Through  Work,'  is  just- 
ified ;  because  of  these  things  the  hands  of  the  Association  should  be  held  up  and 
its  field  of  usefulness  increased.  We  who  have  come  under  the  influence  of  this 
Association  know  as  no  one  else  can  know  the  splendid  work  it  is  doing." 

FROM  AN  AGED  PUPIL  WHO  HAS  FOUND  LIGHT 
"I  wish  to  thank  the  people  who  have  helped  relieve  me  from  formerly  unlim- 
ited agony  and  would  like  to  know  some  way  in  which  I  can  show  my  gratitude." 

Yours  in  thanks." 

FROM  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  BLIND  MEN'S  CLUB 
"Dear: — At  the  first  regular  meeting  of  1915  at  the  Blind  Men's  Improvement 
Club,  held  at  the  Lighthouse,  it  was  voted  by  the  Club  to  donate  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  for  the  use  of  The  Xew  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  as  a  slight 
token  of  gratitude  for  the  splendid  work  which  you  and  the  Association  are  doing 
for  the  blind  of  this  City,  State  and  Nation. 

"It  therefore  afifords  me  great  pleasure  as  Treasurer  of  the  Club  to  send  \'ou 
the  enclosed  cheque,  with  the  wish  that  the  good  work  will  be  greatly  multiplied  in 
this  new  year." 

Gratefully  yours." 

FROM  A  ONCE  DESPAIRING  PUPIL 
"Going  home,  (from  the  Light  House)  I  thought  this  world  is  full  of  good 
people  and  God  always  shows  us  the  way." 
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LIGHTHOUSE  WORK  IN  BRIEF. 


PLANT. 

The  Lighthouse. 

The  Bourne  Workshop  for  Blind  Men. 
The  Tuning  School. 
The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial  Home 
(  Cornwall-on-Hudson) . 

CENSUS  BUREAU. 

The  Census  Bureau  has  listed  over 
11,000  names.  On  file  in  the  office  of 
the  Association  are  the  names  of  over 
7,700  blind  in  the  City  and  State — also 
records  in  full  of  3,120  blind  in  Greater 
New  York.    The  cases  are  constantly 


verified. 

SUMMARY  OF  REVISION  FOR  1914-15. 

Total   number   cases  regis- 
tered, 1914-15    3.508 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
moved, 1914-15: 

Cases  deceased    120 

Cases   removed   and  not 

located    169 

Cases    removed    and  lo- 
cated out  of  city   49 

Cases  wrongly  reported  as 
being  blind   50  388 


Total  number  of   cases  in 

active  file,  Nov.  1,  1915.  .  .  3. 120 

Number  cases  in  file,  Nov.  1, 

1914   2.894 

Cases  added   614 

•  Cases  removed   388 


Gain    226 


Number  of  cases  in  file  Nov. 

1,  1915    3.120 


INFORMATION  BURF.AU. 

W'e  have  Catalogues  listing  the  insti- 
tutions   and    literature    of    the  Blind 


throughout  the  world  as  far  as  possible. 
An  Educational  Clipping  Bureau,  a 
small  Library,  including  Magazines  for 
and  about  the  Blind. 

The  Association  issues  leaflets  and  cir- 
culars of  an  educational  character. 

We  have  a  small  library,  and  lend 
books  and  magazines  to  the  Blind. 

PRINCIPAL  EVENTS. 

AXNTAL  SALES. 

Annual  Sale — Lighthouse  (Decem- 
ber). 

Annual  Fifth  Avenue  Sale  (Decem- 
ber). 

Annual  Meeting — December  17,  1914. 
First  Summer  Sale,  Southampton,  L.  I. 
Annual  Fete — Hotel  Astor,  April  6, 
1915. 

Annual  Spring  Recital  of  Music  Pupils. 
June  12,  1915. 

COXFERENCES. 

The  Association  was  represented  at 
the  Biennial  Convention  of  The  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind,  held  in  Berkeley,  California,  from 
June  28th  until  July  3rd. 

SIGHT-S.WING  SERVICE. 

The  .Association  furnishes  lecturers  for 
technical  or  popular  talks  on  Sight-.Sav- 
ing  and  on  the  Blind,  with  or  without 
lantern-slides,  exhibits  and  screens. 

The  Association  gives  Sight-Saving 
Talks,  in  conjunction  with  the  .\merican 
Medical  Association,  the  Illuminating  En- 
gineering Society,  the  Department  of 
Health  and  the  Board  of  Education. 

LIGHTHOUSE  LECTURE  COURSE  1915. 

?\ronday,  January  18th — ^The  Wonders 
of  the  Human  Eve.  Dr.  Walter  B 
Weidler. 


Monday,  February  1st — Keeping  Your 

Eyes  Healthy.  Dr.  Lewis  W.  Crigler. 
Monday,  February  15th — Making  Your 

Eyes  Efficient.   Dr.  E.  M.  Alger. 
Monday,  March  1st — Artificial  Lighting. 

Mr.  L.  B.  Marks. 
Monday,  March  15th— What  Can  We  Do 

for  the  Blind.   Miss  Winifred  Holt. 

These  Lectures  were  repeated  through 
the  Board  of  Education  in  Public  School 
Auditoriums. 

THE  CLINIC. 

The  Clinic  is  held  bi-weekly  for  treat- 
ment of  men,  women  and  children  of  de- 


fective sight. 

Number  of  meetings  held   38 

Examinations  made   448 

Clinic  Follow-up  Work  is  listed  under 
Social  Service  Visits. 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  MEN. 

Brooms  manufactured,  1915  108,701 

Brooms  manufactured,  1914.  ...  101,445 


Gain  over  1914   7,256 

Whisk    Brooms  manufactured, 

1915    20,348 

Whisk    Brooms  manufactured, 

1914    13,815 


Gain  over  1914   6,533 

Chairs  caned,  1915   5,053 

Chairs  caned,  1914   4,755 


Gain  over  1914   298 

WILLOW  BASKETRY. 

Pupils  employed   8 


(This  figure  is  for  2  weeks,  as  bas- 
ketry only  became  a  Shop  Industry  at 
the  end  of  the  Fiscal  Year.) 
Total  number  of  Blind  Men  employed 

during  1915  92 

Total  number  of  Blind  Men  employed 

during  1914  '.  .  .73 

Gain  over  1914  19 

The  Annual  Outing  of  the  P)Ourne 
Workshop  for  Blind  ^len  was  held  at 
South  Beach,  Staten  Island,  on  August 
5,  the  entire  force  receiving  holiday. 

TUNING  SCHOOL. 

Pupils  instructed   10 


ORDERS. 

Placed  with  tuners  for  public  school 

and  private  work   1,104 

Gain  over  1914   431 

HOME  TEACHING  AND  FRIENDLY  VISITING. 

Visits  are  made  to  those  who  are  un- 
fitted or  unable  to  work  outside  their 
homes  by  Home  Teachers  (5  of  whom 
are  blind).  Instruction  is  given  in  chair- 
caning,  basketry,  hammock  and  rug  weav- 
ing, knitting,  crocheting,  hand  and  ma- 
chine sewing,  typewriting,  reading,  writ- 
ing and  music. 

The  Home  Teacher's  and  Social  Serv- 
ice visits  made  to  the  blind  numbered : 
During  1915  4,693 

LIGHTHOUSE  INSTRUCTION. 

WOMEN. 

Instruction  is  given  daily  (except  Sat- 
urday) in  Silk,  Linen  and  Rug  Weaving, 
Basketry,  Pottery,  Cooking,  Machine  and 
Plain  Sewing,  Rug  Braiding,  Cane  Seat- 
ing, Package-sealing.  Typewriting,  Sten- 
ography. Phonographic  Dictation, 
Switchboard  Operating  and  Reading  and 


Music. 

Number  of  pupils,  1915   104 

Number  of  pupils,  1914   82 

Gain  over  1914   22 

MEN. 


Individual  instruction  is  given  in  Bas- 
ketry, Hammock  and  Rug  Weaving, 
Rush  Seating,  Broom  flaking,  Massage. 
Typewriting,  Phonograph  Dictation, 
Switchboard  Operating. 

PHYSICAL  CULTURE   SKATING  AND 


DANCING  CLASSES. 

(Separate    Instruction    for    Men  and 
Women.) 

Pupils  in  191.^  56 

BOWLING. 

(Classes  Meet  Monday,  Wednesday  and 

F"riday  Evenings.) 
Members  in  1913  49 

MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Number  of  puoils  instructed,  1915.  .  .  .81 


Instruction  in  Musical  Notation,  Piano. 
Violin  and  Cornet,  is  given  after  school 
hours  and  on  Saturdays  for  children  and 
throughout  the  day  for  adults. 
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There  is  also  a  Glee  Club  for  the 
Scouts  and  younger  music  pupils. 

TICKET  BUREAU. 

This  Association  is  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Ticket  Bureau,  organized  in  1905. 
Number    of    tickets  distributed 
through  the  year  for  concerts, 
lectures  and  dramatic  entertain- 
ments   1,552 

Total   number    distributed  since 

formation  of  Bureau  18,583 

CLOTH I \G  BUREAU. 

The  Bureau  continues  to  be  a  great 
help  in  providing  the  blind  or  needy 
members  of  their  family  Avith  clothing 
which  is  sold  at  low  prices  or  given  free. 
Number    of    articles  distributed 

during  the  year   1,133 

SUMMER  CLASSES  FOR  CHILDREN. 

Instruction  during  Vacation  period 
has  been  given  in  separate  classes  for 
boys  and  girls  in  cane  seating,  basketry, 
sloyd,  clay  modeling,  typewriting,  calis- 
thenics, beadwork,  sewing,  cooking,  mu- 
sic and  dancing. 

Number  of  boys  enrolled  in  1915  26 

Number  of  girls  enrolled  in  1915  2R 

CAMP   FIRE  GIRLS. 

The  Lighthouse  Group  meets  Saturday 
afternoons  for  Camp  Fire  routine,  and 
also  for  instruction  in  beadwork,  cooking, 
singing,  dancing,  games.  Special  dra- 
matic training  is  also  included.  The  girls 
acted  in  four  plays  this  year. 

Number  enrolled    ...  40 

Number  of  meetings  42 

Gain  in  membershij)   (] 

LIGHTHOUSE  SCOUTS. 

This  troop  meets  on  Saturday  morninii' 
for  drill  and  classes  in  First  Aid  to  the 
Injured,     knot-making,     athletics  and 


■  hygiene. 

Number  enrolled   33 

Gain  in  membership   | 

(Limit  allowed  by  Scout  Law) 
Number  of  meetings  held  47 

CLUBS. 


Meetings  of  the  Blind  Women's  Club 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 


Blind  are  held  fortnightly.  It  has  a  mem- 
bership of  66.  The  Club  held  its  Annual 
Outing  in  July. 

The  Whatsoever  Club,  an  organization 
of  colored  women,  meets  on  dates  chosen 
by  its  officers.  It  has  a  membership  of 
10. 

^leetings  of  the  Blind  Men's  Improve- 
ment Club  are  held  fortnightly.  It  has  a 
membership  of  146.  The  Club  held  its 
Annual  Outing  in  July. 

THE  SEARCHLIGHT  MAGAZINE. 

The  magazine  is  sent  to  blind  public 
school  children  and  to  those  in  institu- 
tions and  in  their  homes  throughout  the 
country.    It  is  issued  quarterly. 

FRESH   AIR  WORK. 

The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial  Home 
is  open  during  the  summer,  and  for  brief 
periods  in  the  winter,  as  a  convalescent 
home  for  the  blind.  This  year  we  had 
381  guests.  (Season  three  weeks 
shorter — see  Chairman's  Report.) 

SOCI.VL  SERVICE. 

Social  Service  is  given  to  the  aged  and 
aiiflicted    blind.    Those    cases  needing 


special  treatment  are  not  listed  in  the 
foregoing : 

Individual  cases  considered  by  Com- 
mittee   490 

Cases  for  which  information  or  ad- 
vice has  been  given,  other  than 

through  Committees    203 

Referred  to  general  and  other  agen- 
cies for  the  blind   193 

Referred  to  physicians   71 

Referred  to  oculists,  other  than  at 
Lighthouse  Clinic  and  to  o])ticians 
for  glasses  furnished  by  the  Asso- 
ciation   19 

Referred  to  dentists   7 

Placed  in  Homes   5 

Placed  in  hosj^itals  or  convalescent 

homes   12 

People  helped  in  business  ventures 
or  home  industries  with  stock, 
equipment,  permits  or  licenses,  or 


placed  in  positions  with  the  sighted  25 
People    given    financial    relief  or 
helped  with  loans   84 
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Vacations  obtained  for  (other  than 
381  at  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial 

Home)    29 

Legal  advice  obtained  for   5 

Number  of  people  for  whom  travel- 
ing expenses  were  paid  (other 

than  to  Cornwall)   31 

Visited  in  homes  by  physicians.  ...  19 
Christmas  and  other  holiday  dinners 

sent  out    156 

Invalids    regularly    provided  with 
delicacies  and  medical  supplies.  .  .  15 

Easter  plants  distributed   60 

Typewriters    loaned    or   given  to 

pupils    11 

Sewing  machine  loaned  to  pupil.  ...  1 

Looms  loaned  to  pupils   5 

Hall    Braille    and    Point  writers 

loaned  to  pupils   5 

Shorthand  machines  loaned  to  pupils  5 

Writing  appliances  loaned   11 

Piano  loaned  to  pupils   1 

Wheel  chair  and  invalid  appliances 
loaned    5 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 


Monthly  entertainments  are  given  for 
the  older  blind  women  at  the  Lighthouse, 

Musicales,  dances  and  other  entertain- 
ments, including  Smokers  and  Garden 
Parties  on  the  roof  during  the  summer, 
are  given  for  men,  women  and  children. 

ENTERTAINMENTS    IN    THE  ALMSHOUSES. 

Regular  entertainments  are  given  in 
the  Blackwell's  Island  and  Kings  County 
Almshouses,  bringing  great  cheer  to  the 
sighted  as  well  as  the  blind  inmates. 

THE  SALESROOM. 

The  Lighthouse  oflfers  for  sale  any- 
thing which  is  well  made  by  the  blind — ■ 
brooms,  mops,  carpet  beaters,  baskets  of 
every  description,  dust  cloths,  aprons, 
children's  clothes,  furniture,  toys,  knitted 
and  crocheted  articles,  woven  curtains, 
draperies,  cushions,  etc. ;  laces,  embroid- 
ered portfolios,  bags  and  card  cases, 
Christmas  cards  and  books. 

ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The    Association    will    sell    or  lend 


games,  writing  appliances,  musical  in- 
struments, machines,  etc.,  to  blind  "shut- 
ins,"  pupils,  etc.  It  keeps  in  stock  writ- 
ing appliances,  slates,  styluses,  machines, 
writing  frames,  paper,  cardboard,  books, 
music,  self-threading  needles,  silks, 
worsted,  yarn,  raffia,  cane,  beads,  games, 
toys,  checker  boards,  chess  boards,  puz- 
zle cards,  dominoes,  watches,  picture 
puzzles,  etc. 

ORDERS   RECEIVED  AT  SALES- 
ROOM FOR  SERVICE  GIVEN 
BY  THE  BLIND. 

Our  workers  cane  chairs,  give  massage, 
tune  pianos,  do  typewriting,  stenography, 
typewriting  from  the  phonograph,  cook- 
ing, candy  making,  sewing  by  hand  and 
machine,  and  act  as  agents  for  hosiery, 
cofifee,  tea,  stationery,  books,  magazines, 
Christmas  and  Easter  cards,  etc. 

These  figures  do  not  give  an  idea  of 
the  scope  of  the  Association's  activities. 
We  have  hundreds  of  visitors  each  year 
at  the  Lighthouse,  making  inquiries  con- 
cerning their  own  education  or  to  help 
some  blind  friend. 

We  conduct  an  unofficial  Correspond- 
ence School,  and  some  blind  people  whom 
we  have  helped  in  this  way  have  been 
in  the  Tropics  and  in  Norway. 

Hardly  a  game  or  tool  for  the  blind 
leaves  our  shop  but  what  it  indicates  a 
bit  of  social  service  with  possibilities  of 
infinite  development. 

We  follow  legislation  and  have  helped 
obtain  important  laws  and  to  shelve  bad 
ones. 

There  are  many  Lighthouses  in  Amer- 
ica and  elsewhere  which  owe  their  in- 
spiration, if  not  their  actual  inception,  to 
the  Lamp  of  Lighthouse  Number  One. 


Further  detailed  information  con- 
cerning the  Association  will  be 
gladly  given  personally  or  by 
letter.  Postage  for  return  answer 
will  be  gratefully  received. 
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THO'    LOVE    IS    BLIND,    LOVE    IS    THE  KING, 

GOOD  PEOPLE,   HEARKEN  YE! 
IT   IS   THE  KING   COMMANDS   THIS  THING 

FOR  THOSE  THAT  CANNOT  SEE. 

Oliver  Eerford. 

WHAT  WE  WANT  TO  HAVE  AND  DO  INjl916. 
HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP. 

Give  us  suggestions,  criticism  and  information  for  and  about  the  Blind. 
Lend  us  a  hand  in  work  or  play  for  them. 
Come  to  the  Lighthouse  to  study  our  work. 

Send  us  Clothes  and  Materials  for  our  Work,  and  Tickets  for  good  Entertain- 
ments. 

Lend  us  Motors,  Carriages,  Boxes  for  Concerts  or  the  Opera,  Yachts,  or  Country 
Places. 

Buy  our  Wares. 

Help  us  to  stop  Blindness  and  to  educate  the  blind  and  the  seeing  about  Sight- 
saving,  Mind-saving  and  Life-Saving  for  the  Blind. 

Interest  yourself  and  others  in  our  Teaching,  Lectures,  Sales,  Entertainments,  etc. 

WHAT  WE  WANT. 

To  follow  out  our  regular  program  of  work  as  stated  in  ''What  We  Have 
Done." 

To  develop  our  Musical  Department.  Music  for  the  Blind  is  Light  in  Darkness. 
To  increase  our  Guide  Service. 

To  have  another  Visitor  and  Nurse  to  find  and  relieve  the  hidden  Blind. 

New  Quarters  for  our  Tuning  Department.    The  School  at  present  is  most  in- 
adequately housed. 
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WHAT  WE  WANT  (Continued) 


To  have  good  pianos  for  our  Pupils  and  Musicales.  At  present  we  have  no 
good  ones. 

To  have  a  good  organ  to  prepare  our  pupils  as  efficient  Organists,  and  to  give 
Organ  Recitals  for  the  Blind. 

A  fund  to  increase  the  distribution  of  "The  Searchlight."  This  little  magazine 
in  raised  type  is  a  humble  near  "St.  Nicholas"  for  blind  children. 

A  fund  to  start  the  Blind  in  business,  to  tide  them  over  their  first  painful  steps 
of  blindness,  and  to  teach  them  How  To  Be  Blind. 

A  Laboratory  Fund  to  find  and  try  out  new  industries  and  occupations,  to 
enlarge  the  field  of  usefulness  for  the  Blind. 

We  are  eager  to  develop  Lighthouse  activities.  To  have  an  ideal  information, 
Lecture  and  Employment  Bureau,  Salesroom,  Training  Station  and  Factory. 

Money  enough  to  keep  our  River  Lighthouse  at  Cornwall  open  all  winter,  so 
that  it  may  be  a  Convalescent  Home  in  these  months.  To  develop  our 
River  Lighthouse  as  a  Model  Farm,  where  our  Blind  guests  can  work  as 
gardeners  or  as  farmers.  This  work  has  been  found  beneficial  and 
practical  for  the  Blind..  Lack  of  funds  even  made  our  last  Summer 
opening  three  weeks  shorter  than  usual. 

A  Model  Clinic  and  equipment  and  a  small  fund  for  Glasses,  Glass  Eyes,  etc. 
(See  the  Report  of  Oculist.) 

Help  to  raise  the  necessary  money  to  adequately  run  our  "Happiness  Factory," 
as  the  Blind  call  the  Lig-hthouse — especially  to  keep  our  Swimming  Pool 
full  and  in  operation.    All  model  plants  for  the  Blind  have  one. 

We  can  do  our  work  if  we  have  the  funds.  We  can  use  anything  and  turn 
it  into  Light,  but  we  must  have  money  to  keep  our  Lamps  of  Industry  and  Relief 
burning. 

H«  Hi  :k  ^ 

Please  consult  the  Keeper  of  the  Light  about  the  best  investment  for  you 
to  make  in  our  Happiness  Trust. 

Advice  is  gladly  given  for  Suitable  Benefactions  or  Perpetual  Light  Giving 
Memorials. 

The  Secretary  or  one  of  her  representatives  may  always  be  found  in  the 
Lamp  Room,  Thursdays,  between  four  and  six,  or  otherwise  by  appointment. 

Telephone,  Plaza  3370- L 


XV 


XVI 


REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  EXECUTRT.  COMAHTTEE. 


Dr.  Raymond  C.  Knox. 


CONTINUED  TROGRESS   UNDER  OUR  PRESI- 
DENT, MR.  CHOATE. 

Steady  growth  continues  to  be  the  out- 
standing feature  of  the  work  of  the  As- 
sociation, whose  activities  for  the  year 
are  summarized  in  the  Secretary's  report. 
Every  department  of  the  Lighthouse  has 
been  given  careful  study,  old  methods 
have  been  improved,  new  experiments 
tried,  all  to  the  end  of  providing  a  wider 
range  of  self-supporting  occupations  for 
those  who  are  seeking  "Light  through 
Work." 

For  these  achievements  we  are  largely 
indebted  to  our  honored  President,  th' 
Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate.  His  personal 
knowledge  of  the  work,  his  counsel  and 
resourcefulness,  and  especially  the  inspi- 
ration of  his  frequent  visits  at  the  Light- 
house, have  been  of  incalculable  value. 

OUR  SECRETARY  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 

Again  the  Executive  Committee  de- 
sires to  express  its  appreciation  of  the 
ability  and  vision  which  Miss  Holt  has 
shown  in  her  work  as  Secretary  of  the 
Association  which  she  founded  nearly  te:i 
years  ago. 

The  circumstances  of  the  Secretary's 
going  abroad  last  summer  to  undertake 
work  among  the  blind  soldiers  of  Europe 
should  here  be  pointed  out.  The  large 
numbers  of  men  whose  eyesight  has  been 
destroyed  in  battle  made  a  special  appeal 
to  the  sympathies  of  all.  Miss  Holt  re- 
sponded by  devoting  her  summer  vaca- 
tion to  relief  work  in  France.    Her  per- 


sonal efforts  were  of  such  value  that  a 
Committee  for  Men  Blinded  in  Battle,  or- 
ganized in  this  country,  was  most  eager 
to  have  Miss  Holt  remain  abroad  in  order 
to  help  meet  the  almost  overwhelming 
demands.  This  special  committee  has  no 
connection  with  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion beyond  that  of  natural  sympathy  and 
good  will,  but  under  the  frightful  condi- 
tions of  war  it  seemed  only  proper  that 
Miss  Holt  be  granted  a  longer  leave.  An 
account  of  this  work  may  be  found  in  a 
leaflet  issued  by  the  Committee  for  Men 
Blinded  in  Battle,  17  East  38th  Street, 
Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  President ;  Mr. 
William  Forbes  IMorgan,  Treasurer. 

THE  ANNUAL  FETE. 

The  annual  fete,  while  fully  deserving 
its  names  of  Frugal  Fete  and  Fantasy, 
was  rich  in  cleverness  and  variety  of  en- 
tertainment and  proved  also  to  be  one  of 
the  most  profitable  ever  given.  A  com- 
plete description  will  be  found  in  the 
Secretary's  report. 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the 
fidelity  and  enthusiasm  shown  by  all 
members  of  the  Lighthouse  crew  who, 
•when  it  was  found  necessary  to  reduce 
the  salaried  force,  came  to  the  rescue  and 
by  redoubling  their  labors  actually  in- 
creased the  service  in  several  depart- 
ments. Special  credit  should  be  given  to 
the  business  management  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  sale  of  goods  produced  by 
those  who  receive  their  training  with  us 
has  been  greatly  augmented. 


©fficers  S)ecea9e& 

Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gilder,  President 
Dr.  John  Shaw  Billings  General  Edward  F.  Jones 

Mr.  Samuel  Langhorne  Clemens         Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon 
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THE  LIGHTHOUSE  LOG. 

WRITTEN  BY  THE  KEEPER  OF  THE  LIGHTHOUSE, 

MISS  WINIFRED  HOLT. 

relief  works  which  the  war  has  called 
forth)  is  the  sort  of  reply  that  is  too 
often  received. 

THE  UNITED  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Despite  the  war  our  Lighthouse  and  its 
three  satellites,  the  factory,  the  tuning 
school,  and  the  river  Lighthouse,  shed 
their  steady  rays  alike  upon  the  just  and 
the  unjust.  Blindness,  regardless  of 
Race,  Creed  or  Condition,  is  passport 
for  any  wrecked  stranger  to  our  Haven. 
The  Lighthouse  keepers  are  truly  neu- 
trals :  they  know  only  the  law  of  love  and 
service.  We  weather-beaten  philanthro- 
pists cannot  entertain  those  mental  con- 
ditions which  permit  war  or  its  disturb- 
ances. United  we  stand,  united  we 
work,  while  nations  storm  and  our  bank 
balance  dwindles. 

LIGHTBEARERS. 

Our  Lightbearers,  who  trim  our  lamps 
of  education  and  consolation  for  the 
blind,  point  the  only  way  to  permanent 


THE  DRAIN  ON  THESE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  doubt,  and  consequent  financial 
instability,  due  to  conditions  of  the  war, 
which  have  beset  our  country,  have  borne 
most  heavily  on  the  poor.  The  poorest 
of  the  poor  are  those  whose  handicap 
prevents  them  from  finding  remunerative 
business  openings.  Xo  matter  how  heroic 
the  blind  man  and  woman,  without  an 
education  in  blindness  or  without  a  puis- 
sant friend  to  make  up  for  the  depriva- 
tion of  eyesight,  they  cannot  hold  their 
own  in  the  struggle  for  existence. 

Never  in  this  generation  has  America 
been  so  taxed  as  now.  Huge  sums  daily 
leave  our  country  for  the  warring  na- 
tions. Personal  economies  are  greater 
than  ever,  and,  alas !  home  charities  are 
among  the  first  victims  of  economies 
that  many  make.  "I  am  very  sorry 
I  cannot  subscribe  this  year,  I  am 
forced  to  send  all  I  can  spare  to  the 
Refugees,  the  Red  Cross,  the  Mutilated 
Soldiers"  (or  one  of  the  thousand  vital 
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peace.  Therefore,  it  is  a  civic  duty  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child  to  study 
and  help  our  Lighthouse  work.  If  they 
study  our  work  it  becomes  obvious  why 
it  should  be  aided,  if  not  from  a  humani- 
tarian, then  from  a  purely  economic, 
viewpoint.  We  turn  waste  into  useful- 
ness, paupers  into  wage-earners,  and 
misery  into  happiness.  Every  cent  paid 
to  us  tends  to  diminish  your  taxes  for 
dependents  in  private  institutions,  the 
Poorhouse,  prisons  or  lunatic  asylums. 
Our  methods  are  scientific ;  we  study  the 
individvial.  With  the  help  of  the  doctor, 
the  nurse  and  the  educator,  we  try-  to 
bring  out,  to  restore,  or  even  create  the 
utmost  bodily  and  mental  efficiency  for 
the  individual,  to  prevent  blindness  or 
to  substitute  for  the  impaired  eyes  ten 
efficient  ones  on  the  finger  tips.  !^ 

ONE  OF  OUR  ECONOMIES. 

This  Report  will  give  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible a  glimpse  of  what  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  blind  and  their  friends, 
and  will  show  what  our  work  is,  the 
plants,  tools,  and  accessories  used  for 
its  accomplishment.  We  must  economize, 
especially  in  these  troublous  times,  and 
space  will  not  permit  us  to  tell  the  whole 
tale  of  our  light-finding  campaign.  Fur- 
ther details  will  be  gladly  oiven  verbally 
or  by  letter  on  application  to  The  Light- 
house, 111  East  59th  Street,  New  York. 

FROM    OUR   CONNING  TOWER. 

A  swift  glance  over  the  horizon  of 
blindness  shows  many  beautiful  new  ac- 
tivities, most  of  which  have  been  created 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  war.  Far  the 
best  way  to  realize  what  is  being  accom- 
plished for  the  blind  is  to  read  the  many 
excellent  ink-print  or  tactile  ])rint  maga- 
zines which  specialize  in  subjects  of  in- 
terest to  Typhlophiles.  (See  list  on  last 
cover  page  of  this  Report.)  Perhaps  the 
most  comprehensive  of  these  are:  The 
Blind,  published  by  Gardener's  Trust  for 
the  P)lind,  London,  England ;  The  Out- 
look for  tlic  Blind,  published  by  the  Ma.s- 
sachusetts  Association  for  the  Plind,  the 
American  Association  of  Instructors  of 
the  Blind,  and  the  American  Association 


of  Workers  for  the  Blind  at  Columbus. 
Ohio,  and  the  Braille  Review,  published 
by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Bhnd, 
of  London.  JNIany  interesting  articles 
are  also  published  on  the  Continent. 

WORK  ABROAD. 

We  note  with  ever-increasing  admira- 
tion the  ceaseless  activity  and  achieve- 
ment of  that  great  friend  of  the  blind. 
Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  the  Secretary  of 
Gardener's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London. 
We  thank  him  most  heartily  for  the  kind 
notice  which  he  has  given  in  his  publica- 
tion. The  Blind,  of  our  work  and  inter- 
ests. He,  Lord  Kinnaird,  INIiss  Beatrice 
Taylor,  Mr.  Stewart  Johnston  and  count- 
less other  indefatigable  friends  of  the 
blind  have  increased  their  efforts  to  miti- 
gate the  condition  of  those  who  have  lost 
their  sight,  and  whose  sufferings  are  in- 
creased by  the  war. 

The  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
which  was  officially  opened  under  royal 
auspices  before  the  war,  is  now  fully 
equipped  and  in  working  order.  Its  tire- 
less secretary,  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby.  is 
accomplishing  wonderful  results.  The 
art  of  printing  and  writing  for  the  blind 
owes  much  to  his  ingenuity.  We  are 
very  grateful  to  the  President  of  the  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Bhnd,  Mr.  C. 
Arthur  Pearson,  for  his  courtesy  in  of- 
fering the  Braille  plates  for  printing 
"A  Beacon  for  the  Blind''  in  French. 
This  gift  was  as  useful  as  it  was  gener- 
ous. A  prefac."  for  this  translation  has 
been  written  by  the  ]\[arquis  de  Vogue, 
of  the  French  Academy.  Work  in 
France  is  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

ST.  duxst.vn'.s. 
The  beautiful  buildings  and  grounds 
of  St.  Dunstan's,  Regent's  Park,  London, 
which  was  generously  lent  by  Mr.  Otto 
Kahn  as  a  Home  for  Blinded  Soldiers 
and  Sailors,  owes  its  unique  success 
largely  to  that  dynamic  force,  Mr.  C. 
Arthur  Pearson,  who  is  well-known  for 
his  tireless  energy  and  remarkable 
achievement  in  giving  light  through  work 
to  the  blind.    What  has  been  accom- 
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plished  for  the  blinded  sailors  and  sol- 
diers at  St.  Dunstan's  is  too  remarkable 
to  be  surveyed  eti  passant.  We  strong- 
ly advise  those  who  have  not  studied 
this  unique  organization  to  do  so  if  pos- 
sible personally,  and,  if  not,  by  examin- 
ing the  many  admirable  illustrated  ac- 
counts which  have  appeared  concerning 
it.  St.  Dunstan's  has  offered  the  wide 
horizon  of  usefulness  and  happiness  to 
the  men  who  have  given  their  eyes  for 
their  country. 

POULTRY  RAISING  AND  FARMING  FOR  THE 
BLIND. 

These  admirable  occupations  for  the 
blind  seem  to  have  acquired  a  new  im- 
petus. The  most  remarkable  example  of 
success  in  these  branches  has  been 
achieved  by  Captain  Pierson-Webber, 
who  has  proved  beyond  doubt  that  scien- 
tific poultry  raising  and  farming  for  the 
blind  may  be  as  profitably  directed  by  a 
good  blind  brain  as  by  a  good  sighted 
brain.  He  has  given  his  inspiration  to 
this  work  at  St.  Dunstan's,  and  in  his 
big-hearted  philanthropy  is  helping  others 
to  start  new  centres  on  his  plan. 

SOME  AMERICAN  ACTIVITIES. 

EGGS  AND  POULTRY. 

Never  have  so  many  school  gardens 
bloomed  or  so  many  eggs  been  laid  in 
blind  poultry  yards  as  this  year.  In  the 
west  especially,  at  Overbrook  and  at 
Watertown,  the  blind  are  going  back  to 
the  land  and  the  young  blind  ideal  is 
learning  to  weed  and  sow,  to  tend  chicks 
and  roosters. 

THE  UNIFORM  TYPE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Uniform  Type  Committee  should 
be  congratulated  warmly  for  having  suc- 
cessfully terminated  its  faithful  and  ex- 
haustive study,  and  at  last  having  placed 
before  the  public  what  it  deems  a  satis- 
factory universal  type.  It  would  take  a 
prophet  to  say  how  universal  this  type 
will  become,  but  an  everyday  observer 
may  at  least  say  that  the  work  has  been 
nobly  and  unselfishly  done  by  this  small 
band  of  hard  workers  and  idealists.  For 
a  complete  accoimt  of  their  findings  see 


The  Outlook  for  the  Blind  for  April, 
1915. 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 
STILL  A  "happiness  FACTORY." 

Despite  the  overhanging  cloud  of 
tragedy,  we  are  still  the  old  "Happiness 
factory,"  as  our  blind  pupils  call  us. 
Perhaps,  owing  to  recent  events,  our 
blind  workers  have  thought  even  increas- 
ingly more  of  other  sufferers  than  of 
themselves.  Their  work  to  make  gar- 
ments for  the  Red  Cross  and  to  gather 
pennies  for  the  sufferers  of  the  war  has 
made  them  think  more  lightly  of  their 
own  miseries  and  disappointments. 

little  acorns. 
It  is  a  characteristic  of  approaching 
old  age  to  reminisce  on  one's  birthday. 
This  is  our  ninth,  and  we  like  to  look 
back  at  the  tiny  acorns  which  repre- 
sented our  puissant  plans.  Our  assets 
were  all  minus  quantities,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  faith  in  our  work  and  in  that 
power  which  alone  was  to  make  it  pos- 
sible. We  had  debts,  no  home,  no 
equipment,  no  friends.  Our  departure 
was  so  new  and  so  unconventional,  com- 
pared to  the  time-worn  habit  of  walling- 
up  the  blind,  that  we  Avere  laughed  at, 
called  visionaries,  and  the  Lighthouse 
was  considered  a  joke. 

BIG  OAKS. 

P)Ut  we  have  four  oaks  now,  two 
sturdy  ones — the  Lighthouse  and  the 
Eactory.  The  River  Lighthouse  is  a  very 
fair  oak  and  becoming  more  model  each 
year.  Though  an  old  house,  which  was 
not  built  for  otir  purposes,  it  has  now 
been  well  adapted  to  them. 

BUILDING   NEEDED   FOR  OUR  TUNING 
SCHOOL. 

Our  fourth  oak  is  so  extremely  puny 
and  feeble  that  we  are  tem]ited  to  cut  it 
down  and  plant  a  sturdy  tree  in  its  place. 
We  allude  to  our  Tuning  School,  a  mis- 
erable "shack,"  totally  unfitted  to  house 
the  Muse  Euterpe ;  and  yet  there  is  no 
part  of  oin-  work  which  deserves  better 
treatment  than  this.  Who  will  give  us  a 
model  Tuning  School? 
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Before  we  complain  too  much  we  must 
now  take  up  our  departments  one  by  one, 
and  see  why  we  want  a  better  setting  for 
some  of  our  activities;  but  first  we  must 
acknowledge  in  part  the  blessings  for 
which  we  are  already  much  beholden. 

MUCH  thanks! 

It  is  always  irritating  to  the  Secretary 
that  words  are  only  such  approximate 
symbols.  We  are  deeply  grateful  to  all 
the  individuals  and  the  organizations 
who  have  upheld  our  hands  and  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  continue  our  work. 
We  especially  wish  to  thank  the  doctors 
and  nurses,  the  hospitals,  and  the  various 
organizations  listed  under  Acknowledg- 
ment. It  has  been  particularly  gratify- 
ing to  have  the  continued,  whole-souled 
co-operation  of  the  State  Commissioii, 
headed  by  that  unfaihng  friend  of  the 
blind,  the  Honorable  Herbert  L.  Satter- 
lee.  We  were  gratified,  too,  by  the  print 
ing  of  "A  Beacon  for  the  Blind"'  in  Xew 
York  Point  by  the  Commission  of  Edu- 
cation for  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
printing  also  of  this  book  by  the  American 
Printing  Press  for  the  Blind  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky.  We  are  also  indebted 
to  the  Superintendents  of  the  schools  for 
their  special  courtesy  in  facilitating  the 
spreading  of  our  Gospel  to  stop  blind- 
ness, and  for  their  helpfulness  to  the 
lecturers  in  the  Public  Schools  where  the 
Lighthouse  Sight-Saving  lectures  were 
given.  Further  acknowledgment  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  Report. 

THE  LAMP. 

Though  oil  has  been  "exceeding 
scarce"'  and  costly  this  year,  we  have 
managed  to  keep  our  lamps  bright.  For 
the  benefit  of  new  friends,  we  will  re- 
peat that  our  lamps  consist,  like  the 
Eddystone,  of  two  light — The  Lamp  of 
Service,  which  gives  light  through  work 
to  the  strong  who  can  become  self-help- 
ful, and  The  Lamp  of  Consolation,  which 
finds  hopeless  blind  clinging  to  the  reefs 
of  misery  in  the  currents  of  unheeding 
life,  and  brings  them  again  into  the 
warmth  and  comfort  of  our  Haven  of 


Healin<;-.  ''Ye  who  enter  here  abandon 
hopelessness."  lie  he  sorry,  or  stricken 
unto  death,  or  merely  bewildered,  the 
shipwrecked  blind  man,  when  he  comes 
into  the  glow  of  the  Lighthouse,  must 
leave  hopelessness  without.  Each  indi- 
vidual is  considered  according  to  his 
needs,  his  former  aptitudes,  and  his  de- 
sires. Often  the  best  that  we  can  do  is 
to  mend  a  broken  heart  and  to  fill  it  full 
of  resignation  with  a  little  hope.  The 
strong  men  whose  eyes  have  suddenly 
been  blow  out  or  whose  light  has  been 
stolen  by  a  flying  bit  of  metal,  we  try 
to  help,  if  possible,  to  go  back  to  their 
old  work  with  new  methods  and  new 
tools  to  make  it  practical.  One  of  our 
great  secrets  is  never  to  mass  the  blind  as 
a  class,  but  to  consider  them  as  separate 
entities  with  all  their  individual  poten- 
tialities for  self-help  and  for  usefulness 
to  themselves  and  the  community. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  the 
Lighthouse  on  the  17th  of  December.  It 
was  a  very  great  privilege  to  have  our 
President  preside,  in  apparently  com- 
pletely restored  health.  The  usual  re- 
ports were  read  by  the  Chairmen  of  the 
various  Committees.  A  new  feature  was 
the  report  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Arthur 
Williams,  of  Mr.  Choate's  Committee  of 
One  Hundred.  Mr.  Williams  spoke 
briefly  on  the  extraordinary  and  success- 
ful campaign  of  that  Committee  in  pay- 
ing ot¥  the  Lighthouse  debts  and  in  put- 
ting its  working  capital  on  a  firm  basis. 
Mr.  Choate,  as  usual,  was  eloquent  in 
his  brief  review  of  the  work  of  the  Light- 
house, and  appreciative  in  his  remarks 
about  the  Secretary's  mission  at  the  In- 
ternational Conference  in  London  and 
about  her  subsequent  war  work  there. 
He  also  alluded  with  great  appreciation 
to  the  untiring  service  of  the  Stafif.  A 
rising  vote  of  thanks,  moved  by  Mrs. 
Seth  Low,  was  given  to  the  President  for 
his  general  aid  to  the  blind,  and  most 
especially  for  what  he  had  done  as  Chair- 
man of  his  Committee  of  One  Hundred 
in  removing  the  financial  cloud  from  the 
Lighthouse. 
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LIGHTHOUSE  WEAVER 
Each  mesh  in  this  girl's  golden  fabric  is  a  step  towards  independence  and  wage  earning 
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CHRISTMAS  S.W.K  AND  ANNUAL  SALE. 

The  Christmas  Sale  was  held  as  usual 
in  the  heautiful  shop  on  I'ifth  Avenue, 
near  Fifty-third  Street,  which  has 
before  been  so  generously  lent  to  the 
Lighthouse.  This  Sale  was  followed  by 
the  Annual  Sale,  which  was  held  at  the 
Lighthouse  itself.  Roth  of  these  imder- 
takings  were  unusually  successful,  which 
was  as  gratifying  as,  owing  to  "hard 
times"  and  the  competition  of  war  phi- 
lanthropies, vmexpected. 

ANNUAL  FETE. 

Though  much  discouraged,  and  coun- 
seled by  many  of  our  friends  that,  owing 
to  the  war,  we  had  better  not  attempt  oui 
usual  Benefit  for  the  Blind,  this  fete 
nevertheless  took  place  April  6th,  1915, 
at  the  Hotel  Astor.  This  year  our 
friends  were  asked  to  a  frugal  fete  and 
FANTAisiE  and  invited  to  assist  the  (lov- 
emor  and  the  Mayor  of  New  York  to 
receive  the  keys  of  the  Frugal  Town  of 
Fantasie,  "where  dwells  the  advertising 
Bee."  At  the  last  moment  the  Governor 
was  prevented  from  coming,  but  gra- 
ciously sent  his  Military  Aid,  Captain 
Lorillard  Spencer,  to  represent  him.  The 
Mayor  honored  the  ball  by  his  presence. 
Tlie  entertainment  began  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Education,  the  Honorable 
John  H.  Finley,  Vice-President  of  the 
Association,  presenting  to  the  Mayor  and 
to  the  Governor's  Representative  the 
keys  to  the  Frugal  Town  of  Fantaisie. 
As  usual.  Dr.  Finley's  speech  was  charm- 
ing, and  particularly  touching  in  its 
graceful  humor,  which  was  at  once  ap- 
pealing in  the  cause  of  the  Blind,  and  fit- 
ting for  an  evening  of  Fantaisie.  The 
keys  were  accepted  in  speeches  by  the 
Mayor,  who  was  very  eloquent  and  was 
pleased  to  say  that  no  charity  deserved 
more  public  sympathy  or  support  than 
our  Association,  and  by  Captain  Loril- 
lard Spencer,  representing  the  Governor, 
who  was  also  most  fortunate  in  his  re- 
marks. The  programme  was  opened  by 
the  dance  of  Fantaisie,  impersonated  bv 
the  Baroness  von  Rottenthal.  The  ball 
room  had  been  converted  into  the  Frugal 


Town,  with  many  booths,  each  repre- 
senting various  public  interests,  from 
the  Intcrborough  road  to  White  Rock 
Alineral  Water,  which  were  imperson- 
ated by  charming  amateurs,  instinct  with 
the  Fantastic  spirit  at  the  base  of  success- 
ful advertising.  The  Telephone  Com- 
pany, which  had  just  opened  its  Trans- 
Continental  Service,  was  celebrated  in  a 
dance  by  Father  Knickerbocker  and  Miss 
California  Fair,  both  admirably  bodied 
forth,  who  telephoned  to  one  another 
across  the  ballroom.  Most  attractive 
Campbell  Kids  represented  a  world- 
famed  soup  in  wonderful  gyrations.  The 
plants  or  wares  of  the  denizens  of  Fru- 
gal Town  were  artistically  displayed  in 
the  booths.  The  Interborough  showed 
many  tokens  demonstrating  their  excel- 
lent public  service.  The  Telephone  booth 
was  decorated  with  a  striking  Trans- 
Continental  map  in  colors,  with  the  route 
of  the  telephone  illuminated  by  tiny 
electric  lamps.  Phoebe  Snow  of  The 
Road  of  Anthracite,  danced  charm- 
ingly, as  did  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
Maid,  the  group  of  Lord  &  Taylor 
[Maids  and  men,  the  Macy  Maid,  the 
Interboro  Maid,  the  Electric  Motor  Girls, 
The  Pall  Mall  Cigarette  couple,  the 
White  Rock  Nymph,  the  Flower  Girls, 
Huyler's  Scotch  Kisses,  an  Aeolian 
Angel,  and,  as  a  climax,  the  Columbia 
Trust  Company  represented  by  Miss 
Columbia.  The  dance  with  the  adver- 
tisements was  followed  by  the  playing  of 
a  Gypsy  fiddler,  Mr.  Ilja  Schkolnic,  and 
by  a  truly  beautiful  Greek  Idyll  in  four 
dances  by  the  pupils  of  Mrs.  Florence 
Fleming  Noyes. 

The  Association  is  deeply  grateful  to 
the  distinguished  guests  already  men- 
tioned, to  the  professional  artists  who 
gave  their  services,  as  well  as  to  the 
amateurs,  who  vied  very  closely  with 
them.  The  Committee  on  Art,  of  which 
the  late  Mr.  John  W.  Alexander  was 
Chairman,  owed  much  of  its  success  to 
the  indefatigable  and  highlv  successful 
activities  of  Mr.  Ernest  Peixotto,  its 
\Mce-Chairman,  and'  his  valiant  aides. 
Messrs.  Howard  Hart,  Orlando  Rouland 
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and  Percival  Dietsch.  The  dances  owed 
much  to  the  artistic  direction  of  Mrs. 
Roscoe  Mathews.  Due  acknowledgment 
should  be  made  to  the  Programme  Com- 
mittee, too,  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Mr.  George  Henry  Payne,  with  the  able 
co-operation  of  Mr.  Douglas  Henry,  Mr. 
Roland  Holt,  Mr.  Charles  Presbrey  and 
Mr.  Louis  Treadwell.  As  always,  we 
are  deeply  grateful  to  Mrs.  Gardner  W. 
Millett.  Chairman  of  the  Favor  and 
Booth  Committee,  and  her  aides ;  to  our 
Grand  Marshal.  ]\Iajor-General  Charles 
F.  Roe,  to  our  chronic  Chairman  of  the 
Floor  Committee,  Mr.  Charles  Stewart 
Butler,  and  to  our  Treasurer  for  the 
Fete,  Mr.  Henry  [Morgan  Post. 

SUMMER  ^lOXEY-MAKING 
ACTIVITIES. 

SALE. 

In  July,  through  the  kindness  of  Mrs. 
Shepherd  de  Forest,  the  iirst  Summer 
Sale  was  held  at  Southampton,  Long  Isl- 
and. The  results  were  very  gratifying. 
The  artistic  woven  articles  made  by 
Lighthouse  weavers,  which  are  particu- 
larly suitable  for  summer  furnishings, 
and  other  articles,  met  with  such  appre- 
ciation that  it  would  appear  as  if  this 
pioneer  experiment  could  be  extended 
with  gratifying  results. 

"the  lady  of  the  lighthouse." 
On  August  26th,  in  Southamption. 
Long  Island,  a  special  presentation  was 
arranged  of  "The  Lady  of  the  Light- 
house" film,  based  on  the  charming  story 
of  that  name.  Part  of  the  proceeds  were 
given  to  the  Association.  After  the  pres- 
entation, one  of  the  Lighthouse  ^^'orkers 
was  called  on  the  platform  and  gave  a 
very  interesting  descriptive  talk  on  the 
work  whicli  had  been  so  graphically  illus- 
trated on  the  film,  the  story  of  which  is 
woven  around  the  Lighthouse  activities. 

MORE  LIGHTHOUSE  WORK. 

THE  CENSUS. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  Light- 
house, we  have  listed  altogether  ll.v314 


names  of  persons  who  had  been  tabu- 
lated as  bhnd.  Numbers  of  these  proved 
to  be  able-bodied,  sighted  men  and 
women,  while  others  were  found  to  be 
either  dead  or  fictitious.  Yet  8.314  actu- 
ally blind  people  have  been  brought  into 
touch  with  the  Association  by  visitors, 
etc. 

The  statistical  side  of  the  Census  De- 
partment becomes  each  year  increasingly 
important.  We  have  now  divided  our 
lists  according  to  age,  working  capacity, 
etc.  We  are  often  asked  to  locate  a  lost 
blind  man,  and  other  organizations  and 
students  frequently  apply  to  study  our 
files  for  data  on  prevention,  or  to  acquire 
our  methods  of  classification  and  tabula- 
tion. It  is  unnecessary  to  emphasize  that 
the  cornerstone  of  all  efficient  philan- 
thropy must  rest  on  the  Census  Depart- 
ment. 

First,  we  must  find  our  blind  man  be- 
fore we  can  send  the  social  service  visi- 
tor or  the  teacher  or  the  policeman  to 
follow  up  the  Census-taker.  The  Cen- 
sus starts  the  turning  of  the  wheels  of 
Law  and  Justice! 

SIGHT-SAVING  SERVICE. 

As  the  foundation  stone  is  acquiring 
the  individual  to  be  worked  upon,  so  the 
greatest  economic  service  for  the  blind 
is  the  prevention  of  blindness  and,  when 
possible,  the  restoration  of  sight.  We 
were  the  lay  pioneers  in  this  work  and 
our  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  was  the  first  of  the  kind  to  be 
formed.  While  we  still  are  glad  to  fur- 
nish information  and  propaganda  on  the 
subject  of  the  prevention  of  blindness 
and  the  care  of  the  blind,  our  preventive 
work  has  now  fallen  into  four  distinct 
departments:  Publicity  and  information. 
Lighthouse  Lectures  with  accompanying 
slides,  demonstrations  and  exhibits,  the 
Clinic,  and  the  "Follow-up"  work. 

CLINIC. 

The  Clinic  has  quite  outgrown  its 
quarters  at  the  Lighthouse,  which,  we 
trust,  are  merely  temporary.  The  at- 
tendance of  the  blind  or  those  whose 
sight   is   threatened   ranges   from  wee 
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babies  in  arms  to  the  aged  man  who  is 
groping  his  way  to  the  grave.  Two  doc- 
tors are  now  in  attendance,  and  we  are 
forced  to  devote  more  time  and  energy  to 
this  phase  of  our  activities.  It  is  very 
gratifying  that  the  help  of  the  PubHc 
School  teachers  in  this  task  is  still  avail- 
able. It  started  at  the  time  of  the  initia- 
tion of  the  work  for  the  blind  in  the  Pub- 


the  Social  Service  worker. 

After  a  trying  day  with  many  patients, 
our  oculist,  and  perhaps  our  doctor,  come 
to  the  Lamp  Room  and  talk  over  special 
patients  with  the  Lighthouse  Keepers  or 
the  teachers.  Often  in  a  short  Council 
of  War  some  new  light-finding  method 
for  the  fingers  is  thought  out,  while  the 
oculist  is  to  continue  his  vigilant  watch 


A  CORNER  OF  THE  CLINIC 


NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


lie  Schools,  when  that  great  philanthro- 
pist, the  late  Miss  Bingham,  brought  her 
pui)ils  to  the  Lighthouse  for  more  care- 
ful supervision  than  was  possible  in  the 
ordinary  clinic. 

To  us  who  watch  the  development  of 
the  blind  and  their  possibilities,  it  seems 
vital  that  there  should  be  direct  co-opera- 
tion of  the  oculist  with  the  teacher  and 


on  the  patient,  and  the  nurse  is  to  see 
that  his  orders  are  carried  out. 

"why  a  lighthouse  clinic?" 
Except  when  he  is  in  direct  touch  with 
the  teachers  and  Lighthouse  workers,  the 
busy  oculist  rarely  has  time  to  talk  over 
with  an  expert  the  best  possible  occupa- 
tion for  a  blind  man  or  woman,  or  an 
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occupation  which  will  not  impair  the  pos- 
sible recovery  of  a  degree  of  vision  or, 
sometimes,  the  complete  restoration  of 
the  priceless  gift  of  sight.  Often,  with- 
out this  careful  watching  by  the  doctor, 
or  the  lessening  of  the  economic  strain 
by  the  teacher  or  social  worker,  much 
sight  is  lost  which,  with  knowledge  and 
adjustment,  could  have  been  saved.  In 
fact,  the  basis  of  economy  in  Lighthouse 
work  must  always  be  in  the  clinic.  There 
we  must  first  try  to  put  ourselves  out  of 
business.  No  Lighthouse  worthy  of  the 
name  should  exist  unless  each  year  it  can 
record  not  only  a  legion  of  blind  people 
who  have  been  saved  from  shipwreck, 
but  also  a  little  company  of  men  and 
women,  and  sometimes  of  little  children, 
who  have  left  the  Lighthouse  with  shin- 
ing faces  and  have  found  not  only  that 
light  which  no  calamity  can  darken,  but 
have,  thanks  to  our  efforts,  again  seen 
with  the  bodily  eye. 

Here  are  a  few  instances  of  work  in 
the  Clinic: 

BLINDED— AND  ALL   LIFE  BEFORE  HIM. 

A  mother  brought  her  wee  child  of  a 
little  over  a  month  to  the  Clinic.  It  was 
hopelessly  blind.  She  had  been  told  so 
before,  but  she  thought  that  the  Light- 
house folk  would  give  her  hope.  She 
appealed  from  the  doctors  to  the  Light- 
house Keeper  and  besought  her:  "Tell 
me  that  my  baby  can  see,  he  cannot  be 
blind  for  all  his  long  life !" 

All  the  Lighthouse  Keeper  could  do 
was  to  hope  that  the  doctors  had  been 
mistaken,  and  then  to  say:  "But  even  if 
the  doctors  have  been  right :  look  about 
you,  and  see  these  blind  men  who  are 
helping  us  to  do  our  work,  and  some  day 
get  your  husband  to  take  you  to  see  a 
blind  man  who  is  running  a  big  business, 
and  another  who  is  keeping  a  paying 
shop,  many  who  are  running  newsstands 
and  keeping  themselves  and  their  fami- 
lies happily.  Whether  your  child  sees 
or  not,  there  is  no  reason  why  he  should 
not  be  happy." 

"I  began  to  wonder  if  that  was  so 
when  I  came  into  the  Lighthouse,"  said 


the  poor  woman ;  "it  looks  as  if  it  were 
true." 

"I  know  it  is,"  was  the  Lighthouse 
Keeper's  answer. 

Two  drops  of  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  placed  in  the  baby's  eyes  would 
have  saved  this  child's  sight  and  the 
mother's  misery. 

A  SAMSON  BLINDED. 

A  giant  strolled  into  the  Clinic.  He 
was  blind,  he  said,  and  his  doctor  had 
not  helped.  It  had  been  an  accident  in 
the  foundry.  The  Lighthouse  doctor 
located  a  bit  of  steel  in  one  of  the  eyes 
and  the  other  was  suffering  from  sym- 
pathy. In  a  few  weeks  this  man  re- 
turned to  his  "former  job." 

BLIND  BOYS  AND  GIRLS. 

Then  there  are  the  children,  the  young^ 
girls  and  boys,  who  came  to  see  the  good 
doctor — and  he  is  in  very  truth  the  good 
doctor,  and  his  assistant  also — and  want 
to  know  what  can  be  done  with  the  blind 
of  such  individual  tastes  or  personalities. 
This  requires  a  council  of  war  after  the 
oculist  has  done  his  best,  and  usually,  by 
a  walk  in  the  museum  or  a  talk  with 
efficient  blind  workers,  the  new  Light- 
house recruit  finds  his  own  especial 
niche. 

OLD  AND  BLIND — «EES  AGAIN. 

A  pathetic  old  couple  came  in  hand  in 
hand.  The  nian  had  been  blind  for  a  long 
time,  his  case  was  hopeless.  But  the 
woman  told  us  she  had  just  gone  blind, 
and  that  her  husband  was  dependent  on 
her  as  his  guide.  It  was  merely  a  case  of 
glasses,  and  the  happy  couple  went  out 
with  the  wife's  sight  "miraculously"  re- 
stored ! 

A  BLESSED  NEW  OPPORTUNITY. 

A  model  Clinic  with  workrooms  and 
rest  rooms,  in  which  the  patient,  under 
constant  treatment  and  surveillance, 
could  gradually  learn,  by  tasks  suited  to 
his  strength,  to  substitute  his  ten  eyes 
for  the  two  under  treatment,  would  be 
an  inestimable  boon.   No  such  thing,  that 
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we  have  ever  heard  of,  has  been  at- 
tempted, but  surely  there  is  nothing 
which  should  recommend  itself  more  se- 
riously to  the  thoughtful  student  of 
economy.  So  many  die  from  overwork, 
so  many  eyes  die  from  the  same  cause, 
only  because  there  is  no  humane  adjust- 
ment by  which  the  sufferers  can  still  grow- 
strong  and  learn  gently  how  again  to 
become  breadwinners. 

"follow-up  work." 

The  "Follow-up  work"  is,  of  course,  a 
necessary  part  of  the  Lighthouse  Sight- 
saving  plan.  Why  the  Clinic  and  the 
adjusted  task,  suitable  to  the  feeble  vis- 
ion or  to  the  blind,  if  the  doctor's  pre- 
scriptions are  not  carefully  carried  out? 
Anyone  familiar  with  the  conditions  of 
the  poor,  with  their  lack  of  knowledge 
and  facilities  with  which  to  care  for 
themselves,  knows  that  the  preaching  is 
almost  entirely  lost  unless  there  is  an 
expert  to  see  to  the  practicing.  The 
Lighthouse  has  its  trained  nurse,  who 
dogs  the  footsteps  of  the  clinic  patients, 
and  is  followed  by  the  Social  Service 
visitor  as  a  "close  second."  One  does 
not  begin  until  the  other  has  left  ofif. 

We  continue  the  system  of  co-opera- 
tion with  hospitals  and  eye  clinics,  started 
nine  years  ago,  whereby  cases,  either 
blind  or  on  the  verge  of  blindness,  are 
reported  to  the  Association.  This  is 
done  through  return  postals  supplied  to 
the  hospitals  and  clim'cs  in  folders  suit- 
able for  hanging  in  conspicuous  places. 
Notification  was  thus  made  possible  with 
the  least  effort.  This  work  has  become 
so  well  known  that  many  cases  are  now 
reported  by  telephone. 

Immediately  upon  notice  of  a  case  re- 
quiring "follow-up"  service,  the  work  of 
the  \"isiting  Nurse  begins  and  only  ends 
with  its  dismissal  (our  efforts  being  no 
longer  needed)  or  its  transferral  to  some 
other  department  of  the  Lighthouse 
work. 

LICIITHOUSE  LECTURES. 

The  Lighthouse  was  greatly  gratified 
by  the  wholehearted  co-operation  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  Illu- 


minating Engineering  Society,  and  the 
Board  of  Education,  in  its  plan  of  giving 
a  course  of  preventive  lectures.  They 
were  most  satisfactorily  arranged  under 
the  tactful  generalship  of  Dr.  Ellis  M. 
Alger,  oculist  of  the  Association.  The 
programme  was  as  follows : 

The  Wonders  of  the  Human  Eye,  Dr. 
Walter  B.  Weidler. 

Keeping  Your  Eyes  Healthy,  Dr. 
Lewis  W.  Crigler. 

Making  Your  Eyes  Efficient,  Dr.  E.  M. 
Alger. 

Artificial  Lighting,  Mr.  L.  B.  Marks. 
What  We  Can  Do  for  the  Blind,  Miss 
Winifred  Holt. 

EXHIBIT.S. 

The  lantern  slides  for  the  lectures  were 
of  unique  interest,  and  the  exhibit  of  the 
artificial  lighting  of  the  Illuminating  En- 
gineering Society  was  also  as  interesting 
as  it  was  attractive  and  educational.  It 
showed  clearly  how  much  sight  is  over- 
taxed and  how  much  blindness  must  ulti- 
mately result  from  the  glaring  lights  in 
our  public  conveyances,  theatres,  schools 
and  assembly  halls.  A  great  public  econ- 
omy could  be  effected  by  the  substitution 
by  law  of  ground  glass  bulbs  for  the  crys- 
tal ones  so  over-used.  A  word  to  the 
wise  is  sufficient. 

HELP  us  S.WE  EYES. 

Please,  everyone  who  reads  this,  speak 
to  the  next  person  about  it,  and  when  you 
are  next  forced  to  live  in  close  commun- 
ion with  an  unshaded  electric  light,  put 
a  piece  of  tissue  paper  round  it!  See  if 
the  frequent  headache  does  not  disappear 
and  the  irritable  twitching  of  the  eyes. 
This  has  so  often  proved  the  case. 

r.ECTURES   REPEATED    FOR   THE   BOARD  OF 
EDUC.-\TI0N. 

The  first  course  of  lectures  was  given 
at  the  Lighthouse  in  the  evening,  so  as  to 
permit  of.  the  attendance  of  many  distant 
wage-earners,  where  we  were  very  proud 
that  the  .speakers  were  introduced  on  the 
various  evenings  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  that  great  friend  of 
the  blind,  the  Honorable  Thomas  W. 
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Churchill ;  Dr.  Talcott  Williams,  another 
typhlophile,  as  well  as  Director  of  the 
School  of  Journalism  at  Columbia  Uni- 
versity ;  the  Honorable  Herbert  L.  Sat- 
terlee.  Chairman  of  the  State  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind,  and  others. 

So  much  interest  was  aroused  in  this 
new  branch  of  our  work  that,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  lec- 
tures were  repeated  in  the  Public  Schools. 

We  hope  that  the  example  of  this 
augvist  body,  in  taking  up  our  sight-sav- 
ing propaganda,  may  be  contagious  and 
infect  the  land  from  Maine  to  California. 

CHILDREN  WITH  DAMAGED  EYES. 

With  damaged  or  partially  damaged 
eyes,  little  folk  are  forced  to  become  de- 
pendent or  partially  dependent  on  their 
fingers.  The  Lighthouse  does  all  it  can 
to  mother  these  bairns,  to  teach  them 
how  they  can  become  useful  and  happy 
citizens.  The  basis,  of  course,  is  sound 
bodies,  just  as  sound  as  we  can  make 
them. 

CLINIC  FOR  CORRECTIVE  GYMNASTICS. 

As  we  go  to  press  we  are  starting  a 
new  and  much  needed  phase  of  work. 

Every  Tuesday  evening  we  are  holding 
a  Clinic  where  those  of  our  women  and 
girls  who  need  special  exercises  for  the 
development  of  the  muscles  and  breath- 
ing are  receiving  careful  supervision, 
from  our  Clinic  Supervisor,  an  expert  on 
the  subject,  and  the  physician  and  mas- 
seuse who  are  also  in  attendance.  The 
blind  in  many  cases  lead  such  inactive 
lives  that  they,  even  more  than  the  see- 
ing, need  this  corrective  work.  We  hope 
to  extend  this  department  as  the  season 
advances. 

FUN,  FRESH  AIR,  AND  FREEDOM. 

Just  as  the  British  battles  have  been 
won  in  the  playgrounds  of  the  Public 
Schools,  so  our  ten-eyed  young  folks 
must  win  their  hard  fight  with  the  help 
of  the  fresh  air,  fun  and  freedom  before 
which  their  handicap  will  usually  give 
way.  Next  as  a  regular  feature  in  their 
upright  growing  comes  the  Public  School 
or  the  Institution.  The  Association  dove- 


tails with  this  regular  school,  supplying 

FOR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 

in  classes  for  boys  and  for  girls,  or  les- 
sons for  individual  pupils,  basketry,  cane- 
seating,  "Sloyd,"  bead  work,  sewing, 
clay-modeling,  typewriting,  and  among 
the  work  which  draws  most  enthusiastic 
recruits,  cooking,  gymnastics,  music, 
dancing  and  skating.  The  reader  must 
sort  out  for  himself  which  kind  of  child 
selects  which  kind  of  work.  We  had  not 
any  boy  cooks  until  this  year,  but  the 
Scouts  are  vying  closely  with  our  little 
housewives. 

MUSIC. 

Music,  of  course,  appeals  to  all  the 
children  who  can  hear  it.  We  have  had 
81  pupils.  The  Braille  music  is  learned 
and  followed  with  real  enthusiasm. 
Sight-singing  classes,  in  which  the  ten 
eyes  readily  find  the  note  which  the  little 
throat  forms,  are  particularly  popular. 
The  piano  is,  of  course,  necessary.  We 
have  had  some  good  young  violinists,  and 
two  deaf  blind  boys,  not  altogether  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  other  Light- 
house workers,  have  practiced  the  cornet 
assiduously.  We  have  given  102  lessons 
on  this  penetrating  instrument. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Thus  the  Lighthouse  has  been  per- 
mitted in  its  nine  years'  existence  to 
demonstrate  that  it  was  right  to  urge 
that  the  children  who  had  happy  homes 
should  be  sent  to  the  Public  Schools  with 
other  independent,  glad  youngsters.  The 
experiment,  looked  at  generally  askance 
at  first,  but  championed  at  the  outset  by 
the  City  Superintendent  of  Schools,  to 
whom  we  owe  much,  has  proved  a  great 
success.  From  the  first  child  who  left 
the  Lighthouse  for  the  Public  Schools, 
there  are  now  one  htmdred  and  fifty-nine 
happy  youngsters  doing  good  work  them- 
selves, and  making  their  sighted  class- 
mates better,  kinder,  and  more  sympa- 
thetic. 

We  can  never  appreciate  adequately 
the  splendid  co-operation  of  the  Board 
of  Education.    That  its  President  has 
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recently  shown  especial  interest  in  lend- 
ing his  strong  hand  to  the  Blind,  is  a 
great  asset  for  them  and  for  us. 

HELPING  THE  BO.VKD  OF  EDUC.\TI0N. 

Our  Summer  Classes  fill  that  want 
which  has  already  been  met  for  the 
sighted  children,  but  which  the  Board  of 
Education  was  eager  to  have  us  fill  for 
the  blind.  As  our  co-operation  with  that 
paternal  body  has  never  flagged,  we 
again  this  summer  took  up  eagerly  our 
classes  for  boys  and  girls  during  the 
vacation  period. 

BLIND  SCULPTORS. 

Modelling  is  good  to  develop  the 
idea  of  form.  The  eager  use  of  the  ten 
eyes  on  the  models,  and  the  fascination 
which  the  children  feel  in  creating  a 
similar  object  themselves,  gives  an  in- 
centive and  enthusiasm  to  the  work 
which,  apart  from  its  results,  is  stimu- 
lating and  beneficial.  A  photograph  of 
some  of  the  children's  modelling  is 
printed  in  this  Report.  The  boys  eagerly 
attended  their  classes  of  caning,  model- 
ling, typewriting.  We  were  also  're- 
quested to  coach  some  of  them  who 
needed  special  attention  in  order  to  suc- 
ceed in  their  school  work. 

FUN    IX   SQUIRREL  C.\GE. 

The  Squirrel  Cage  is  aptly  named,  and 
if  you  could  see  our  young  Lighthouse 
scjuirrels  flashing  around  our  structure, 
which  the  Fire  Department  gives  the 
prosaic  name  of  "Fire  Escape,"  you 
would  see  what  a  blessing  it  is.  This 
incarnation  of  the  Lighthouse  Keeper's 
dream  is  broad  enough,  and,  with  its 
asphalt  floor,  practical  for  skating  or  run- 
ning or  for  bodily  transporting  the 
classes  from  indoors  out  of  doors.  Each 
floor  of  the  Lighthouse  has  this  broad, 
three-sided  open-air  cloister,  with  its 
high  railing  to  prevent  young  squirrels 
tumbling  overboard.  It  is  an  excellent 
place  for  the  children  to  frisk  on  their 
upward  flight  to  the  Roof  Garden. 

THE  RUNNING  COURSE. 

The  Running  Course  each  day  proves 
more  thoroughly  the  wisdom  of  dream- 


ing first,  even  what,  one's  neighbors  may 
call  absurdities,  realizing  them  in  con- 
crete and  steel,  and  putting  them  into 
more  and  more  definite  and  attractive 
use.  The  running  course,  where  our 
children  can  run  safely,  guided  by  the 
foot-signs,  and  our  good  open  space, 
where  they  can  skate  and  play  Tag  and 
Blind  Man's  Bufif,  are  among  the  best 
things  that,  so  far,  have  been  thought 
out.  As  a  sighted  friend,  who  had  played 
Blind  Man's  Buff  effectively,  exclaimed : 
"Your  children  are  perfect  little  devils 
at  Bhnd  Man's  Bufif!"  Of  course  they 
are ;  no  seeing  folk  could  ever  play  the 
game  as  Lighthouse  folk  do ! 

BLUE  BIRDS. 

Not  all  girls  can  belong  to  the  Camp 
Fire,  but  apparently  all  Lighthouse  chil- 
dren want  to  belong  to  some  important 
organization.  Therefore,  the  little  girls 
constituted  thenTselves  Blue  Birds,  and 
they  wing  their  way  up  to  ultimately 
joining  the  Camp  Fires.  The  Blue  Birds 
have  done  all  sorts  of  thrilling  things,  and 
perhaps  fly  more  prettily  in  their  dancing 
than  their  elders.  Our  youngest  Blue 
Bird  is  five,  our  eldest  Blue  Bird  is 
eleven.  The  Blue  Birds  are  our  youngest 
philanthropists,  and,  although  pennies 
are  very,  very  scarce,  some  are  saved  by 
them  to  "give  happiness"  to  less  fortu- 
nate children.  So  far,  the  Secretary  has 
received  no  official  report  written  by  a 
Blue  Bird,  but  she  awaits  one  for  the 
next  number.  The  Blue  Birds  also  like 
to  play  games,  and  are  perhaps  happiest 
of  all  eating  candies  and  ice-cream. 

C.\MP  FIRE  GIRLS. 

The  Camp  Fire  Girls,  are,  of  course, 
to  be  taken  very  seriously.  They  are 
budding  reformers,  nay,  some  are  even 
suffragists.  They  meet  regularly  at  the 
Lighthouse,  sing  their  pretty  songs  and 
earn,  through  their  various  tasks,  the 
bright  beads  for  their  necklaces,  which 
form  part  of  their  official  war  paint. 
The  Camp  Fire  Girls  are  also  philan- 
thropists. In  many  gentle  ways  they  help 
the  less  fortunate.  They  peddled  jellies 
and  preserves  made  in  the  Lighthouse 
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model  kitchen,  and  made  enough  money 
out  of  their  own  golden  cookies  to  bring 
much  light  into  darkness. 

The  Camp  Fire  Girls  and  the  Blue 
Birds  can  never  recognize  too  fully  what 
they  owe  to  the  Guardian  of  the  Fire. 
Her  understanding  is  quickened  by  her 
own  partial  blindness.  She  is  one  of 
those  born  mothers  who,  chickless,  takes 
other  folks'  chicks  vmder  her  wing.  We 
quote  from  her  Report : 

"The  Blue  Birds  and  the  Camp  Fire 
Girls,  to  their  Guardian's  delight,  have 
been  a  wonderful  success  in  the  deepest 
sense  of  the  words. 

"AH  our  small  groups  are  doing  inter- 
esting, happy  things.  Our  Cooking  De- 
partment has  reached  out  into  home- 
making.  Our  sewing  girls  are  making 
the  aprons  for  their  own  use  in  cooking. 
Our  skates  are  worn  out  with  too  much 
use. 

"We  have  eighteen  Blue  Birds,  all 
learning  to  fly  safely  through  a  wide, 
dark  world.  .  .  .  Saturday  is  the 
children's  play  day.  We  realize  that 
through  •  play,  more  than  in  any  other 
way,  our  little  charges  will  learn  self- 
expression,  independence  and  courage." 

HELPING  THE  HOME. 

"By  our  visiting  we  help  the  homes  to 
be  more  understanding  places.  One 
mother  told  me  that  her  small  daughter 
of  twelve  had  such  a  temper  that  she  was 
going  to  'put  her  away.'  " 

"Pause  for  one  moment  and  think  of 
the  full  significance  of  that  small  phrase, 
'put  her  away.'  That  meant  turning  a 
child  full  of  life,  pent  up  in  physical  dark- 
ness, into  an  existence  of  mental  dark- 
ness, forced  on  her  because  she  had  been 
given  no  outlet.  There  is  nothing  more 
pathetic  than  a  blind  person,  especially  a 
very  young  one,  walled  up  with  no  pros- 
pect of  freedom. 

"This  mother  was  loving  and  silly : 
more  blind  than  her  child.  Our  poor 
little  girl  had  been  a  very  active  Tomboy 
type  until  two  short  years  before,  when 
she  had  lost  her  sight.  Of  course,  she 
was  impatient  when  things  did  not  go 
right.   She  had  fits  of  rage  when  her  lov- 


ing mother  told  her  to  be  careful  to  sit 
still — 'You  can't  see  that.' — It  takes  more 
than  two  years  to  become  adjusted  to 
such  a  complete  change.  We  made  the 
mother  understand — the  household  seems 
happier,"  concludes  the  Guardian. 

THE  BLIND  MUST  NOT  SIT  STILL. 

This  story  illustrates  one  of  the  most 
vital  truths  in  the  education  of  the  blind. 
More  than  other  people,  they  require  ex- 
ercise and  physical  relaxation.  Remem- 
ber that  the  blind  lose  normal  distrac- 
tions, that  the  body  becomes  morbid  and 
diseased  unless  it  is  active.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  mind.  The  blind  become 
foolish  or  egotistical  unless  they  can  get 
out  of  themselves.  The  Guardian  of  the 
Fire  writes : 

"The  blind  person  has  so  little  chance 
to  give.  We  help  our  children  to  give, 
to  have  dinner  parties,  which  they  cook 
themselves.  They  invite  their  friends, 
too.  We  give  plays,  and  invite  the 
mothers.  So  that  our  little  folk  are  get- 
ting that  fundamental  truth  and  that 
royal  road  to  happiness — that  it  is  more 
fun  to  give  any  day  than  to  receive." 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SCOUTS. 

"Rah-Rah-Rah ! 
Here  we  are. 

The  Lighthouse  Scout  Boys ! 
Rah!  Rah!  Rah!" 

H  you  have  never  heard  this  call  from 
the  lusty  throats  of  our  thirty-two  Light- 
liouse  Boy  Scouts,  if  you  ever  feel  dull 
or  need  waking  up,  come  and  listen  to  the 
shout  of  the  Scout  in  the  land ! 

Our  troop  is  as  full  as  the  Scout  Rules 
w  ill  permit  it  to  be,  full  and  running  over 
with  spirits  and  fun,  as  perhaps  no  other 
troop  of  Scouts.  It  complies  with  every 
rule  required  by  National  Headquarters, 
from  the  routine  of  drill  and  knot-tieing 
to  boxing  the  compass  and  lectures  in 
First  Aid  to  the  Injured,  yet  there  is  a 
subconscious  knowledge  in  our  boys  that, 
if  they  are  to  win  out,  they  have  got  to 
work  a  little  harder  than  their  sighted 
chums ;  and  that  what  we  do  has  got  to 
be  done  in  competition  with  the  "seeing 
chaps." 
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TEN-EVED  BOYS  BEATING  TWO-EYED  BOYS. 

Perhaps  the  Lighthouse  troop  is  the 
best  concrete  illustration,  our  Dramatic 
Club  excepted,  that  we  can  give  of  our 
so  often  patronized  "blind-seeing  public." 
This  public,  lacking,  please  remember,  in 
eight  eyes  which  the  Lighthouse  folk 
have,  stood  up  and  applauded,  and  waved 
its  handkerchiefs  and  stamped  its  feet 
and  umbrellas,  when  our  boys,  in  com- 
petition with  the  sighted  boys,  won  the 
Scout  Pennant  at  the  great  Scout  Rally 
in  New  Jersey.  There  was  no  quarter 
given  to  our  boys.  It  was  a  hard,  stiff 
conflict.  We  won.  Why  shouldn't  we? 
If  you  had  seen  the  way  we  worked  on 
Saturday  morning,  or  if  you  had  come 
with  us  on  a  hike  out  of  town — the 
Scout  Master  arranges  them  at  intervals, 
and  often  week-ends  are  spent  out  of 
town,  generally  in  conjunction  with  some 
sighted  troop.  If  you  had  seen  us  sally 
forth  carrying  our  own  tents,  shelter 
halves  bought  with  our  own  earnings — 
ten-eyed  earnings,  don't  forget ! — -you 
would  know  why  we  can  win  out  aga'nst 
any  other  troop — and  we  are  not  hva.g- 
ging!  Half  of  the  trick  which  bids  for 
success  is  the  "esprit  de  corps''  and  the 
devotion  which  the  boys  feel  for  the 
Lighthouse.  We  know  that  this  good- 
will will  help  to  turn  them  into  efficient 
workers  when  the  Lighthouse  changes 
got  from  their  drill-ground  and  gymna- 
sium into  their  Club  House,  and  when 
they  leave  it  to  take  permanently  their 
great,  happy  part  in  the  work  and  play 
of  the  community. 

OUR  SCOUT  MASTER. 

Too  much  honor  cannot  be  given  to  the 
Scout  Master,  Mr.  Longernecker,  him- 
self the  graduate  of  an  institution  for 
the  blind.  It  is  his  love  and  pride  in  his 
work,  and  his  boys,  which  alone  make 
possible  the  successful  accomplishment 
of  his  splendid  task.  Perhaps  the  best 
thing  about  his  work  is  that,  like  all  true 
teachers  who  are  artists,  he  is  never  quite 
satisfied  with  it. 


"the  searchlight." 

The  Searchlight,  our  modest  little  mag- 
azine in  tactile  print  for  the  ten-eyed 
child,  wherever  he  is,  continues  to  dis- 
cover small  citizens  in  dark  corners  and 
to  bring  them  into  the  light.  Of  course, 
all  the  schools  in  New  York  where  there 
are  blind  folk  read  us.  Many  schools 
out  of  New  York  read  us.  But  perhaps 
the  thing  that  appeals  to  our  parental 
spirit  most  in  the  findings  of  The  Search- 
light is  when  its  rays  discover  a  forlorn 
or  isolated  little  blind  child,  neither  in 
school  nor  in  an  understanding  home.  In 
some  indirect  way  he  "sees"  our  beacon, 
and  writes  us  a  letter,  sometimes  through 
its  parent  or  a  neighbor,  or  sometimes 
itself,  in  curious  "dot  letters,"  asking  to 
join  the  forces  of  The  Searchlight.  He 
is  given  a  hearty  welcome ;  often  his  let- 
ter itself  appears  in  the  Letter  Box. 
Perhaps  he  is  answered  by  another  child, 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  country,  and  a 
friendship  is  struck  up  between  these  two 
widely  divided  blind  people. 

In  addition  to  the  Letter  Box,  our  mag- 
azine has  usually  a  letter  from  the  Light- 
house Keeper,  and  the  Post  Mistress,  a 
fairy  story,  or  wonder  story,  and  a  tale 
of  some  ten-eyed  hero  who  triumphs,  de- 
spite the  "inconvenience  of  blindness." 

WE  ARE  quoted. 

\\"e  are  proud  that  some  of  the  stories 
in  our  little  magazine  have  met  with 
such  enthusiasm  that  permission  to  re- 
produce them  has  been  asked  in  England, 
where  they  have  circulated  in  tactile  print 
for  little  ten-eyed  Britons. 

INSIGHT  OF  BLIND  ACTORS. 

Our  Dramatics  are  not  in  the  least  to 
be  confused  with  our  antics.  They  are 
to  be  taken  most  seriously  from  Shakes- 
pear's,  or  even  Bacon's,  point  of  view. 

Our  Girls'  Dramatic  Club  gave  several 
performances  with  such  instantaneous 
success  that  repetitions  were  asked  for. 
The  most  beautiful  feather  in  our  theat- 
rical cap  was,  however,  when  forty  of 
our  girls  repeated  "The  Toy  .'^hop"  at 
the  Berkely  Lyceum,  the  rest  of  the  pro- 
grannne  being  carried   out  by  sighted 
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folk.  No  one  who  has  seen  a  play  acted 
by  the  blind  can  doubt  that  the  great 
man,  consequently  the  great  actor,  is  the 
one  who  realizes  that  spiritual  things  are 
greater  than  material  things. 

It  would  not  be  true  to  say  that  blind- 


to  find  in  the  physically  sighted  child. 
We  know  of  nothing  which  puts  the  case 
of  the  blind  more  strongly  before  the 
public  than  their  competition  with  the 
seeing  children  behind  the  footlights.  All 
the  blind  child  requires  for  success  in  his 


A  LIGHTHOUSE  PUPIL  IN  STENOGRAPHY  AND  TYPEWRITING 
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ness  acted  as  a  handicap  to  our  Light- 
house players.  Their  lack  of  sight  seems 
to  have  increased  their  power  of  vision, 
and  they  play  their  parts  with  an  enthu- 
siasm and  insight  (ponder  seriously  on 
that  word  !)  that  one  would  be  astonished 


role  is  sympathetic  teaching,  but  sympa- 
thetic must  perhaps  be  taken  in  a  broader 
sense  than  usual.  Our  people  must  not 
only  have  the  right  kind  of  training,  but 
they  require  in  their  teachers  the  power 
to  surround  them  with  an  atmosphere  of 
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light  and  belief  in  their  capabilities.  As 
the  blind  are  hypersensitive  to  all  influ- 
ences, and  apt  to  be  more  clairvoyant 
than  a  person  who  has  all  the  so-called 
"senses,"  they  feel  instantaneously  any 
element  of  doubt  or  criticism  which  may 
pass  unnoticed  for  the  normal  child.  It 
is  just  this  hypersensitiveness  which  can 
make  them  better  actors  in  some  phases 
and  better  musicians,  if  they  have  equal 
chances  with  the  seeing. 

WO.MEN'S  WORK. 

The  blind  woman's  lot  is  perhaps  the 
hardest  of  any.  The  children  do  not 
realize  in  full  the  battle  before  them,  and 
how  they  will  be  forced  to  turn  their 
handicaps  into  opportunities  for  success. 
The  blind  man,  like  the  seeinjj  man,  has 
for  physical  reasons  infinitely  greater 
opportunity  and  protection  than  the  blind 
woman,  who  needs  to  be  more  sheltered 
than  her  seeing  sister.  It  is  the  very 
difficulty  of  the  problem  of  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  ten-eyed  woman  which  has 
perhaps  made  the  Lighthouse  Keepers 
seek  to  solve  it  with  new  determination 
and  resources. 

SUPER  WEAVERS. 

The  result  has  been  that  the  Light- 
house weavers  to-day  produce  work  of 
such  beauty,  such  artistic  merit,  and  of 
such  economic  value,  that  we  can  hon- 
estly say  that  the  element  of  pity  is  en- 
tirely eliminated  from  the  transaction 
with  the  purchaser.  Our  weavers'  work 
is  bought  because  it  is  as  good  as  (if  not 
better  than)  any  on  the  market.  The 
proof  of  its  excellence  is  that  we  can 
never  produce  sufficient  for  the  demand. 
Our  goods  have  been  sold  in  all  parts  of 
the  globe.  We  have  received  commis- 
sions from  California  and  Russia,  and 
the  collection  of  postage  stamps  which 
have  brouglit  orders  to  the  Weaving  De- 
partment is  becoming  a  valuable  one ! 

THE  ECONOMIC  WAR  BLICIIT. 

The  war  has  borne  heavily  on  even  this 
branch  of  our  work.  To  economize  we 
were  forced  to  close  ovir  classes  one  day 
a   week.     This   was   a   real  hardship. 


though  it  also  acted  as  a  stimulant  in 
making  our  women  work  harder  in  the 
time  given.  The  economy  in  closing  our 
classes  was  the  saving  in  part  "overhead"' 
costs  in  supervisors,  guides,  carfares,  and 
the  expense  of  our  Pupil  Department, 
always  a  large  one.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  to  perfect  our  output  requires 
months  of  patient  work  and  patient  faith 
giving.  Often  the  pupil's  hands  refuse 
to  do  their  best  because  she  herself  has 
not  that  faith  which  overcomes  moun- 
tains and  relieves  the  curse  of  blindness. 

The  following  quotation  from  one  of 
our  workers  shows  how  we  must  lead 
our  pupils  from  doubt  into  the  certainty 
of  their  own  value: 

A  DOUBTER  CONVERTED. 

"One  of  our  best  workers  was  over- 
heard talking  to  a  new  recruit.  T  re- 
member,' she  said  in  her  gentle  voice, 
'that  when  I,  too,  first  came  here  someone 
showed  me  the  woven  things  and  said 
that  I  should  do  the  same  by  and  by.  I 
thought  to  myself :  Well,  they  will  soon 
find  out  that  they  have  made  a  mistake, 
for  I  know  I  can  never  learn  even  the 
simplest  weaving.  Now  I  have  learnt 
to  weave  in  designs,  in  many  colors,  and 
think  it  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world !" 

Strange  how  the  history  of  the  blind 
and  the  sighted  is  the  same!  All  things 
are  possible  to  him  who  has  Faith. 

RUGS.  "T' 
We  are  making  a  large  variety  of  both 
woven  and  hand-made  rugs. 

BASKETRY. 

Our  Basketry  has  taken  a  distinct  new 
impetus.  We  are  turning  out  better  Arts 
and  Craft  work  than  we  have  ever  done 
before,  and  filling  with  entire  satisfaction 
commercial  orders. 

PACKAC.ES,  VASES,  ETC. 

Last  year's  experiments  of  folding, 
sealing  and  ]x)sting  ])ackages  for  labora- 
tories and  chemists  has  continued,  with 
gratifying  results.  The  work  was  inter- 
rupted only  for  three  weeks'  vacation  for 
the  workers.    We  feel  that  this  new  ac- 
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tivity  has  been  proven  and  not  found 
wanting,  and  that,  therefore,  through  it 
we  have  added  to  the  horizon  of  the 
bhnd  woman  wage-earner. 

We  have  continued  our  output  of 
pretty,  useful  modelled  vases  and  other 
articles. 

CLASSES. 

Beside  these  three  group-works  men- 
tioned, we  have  small  classes  and  indi- 
vidual teaching  of  women  in  typewriting, 
stenography,  switchboard  operating  or 
any  other  practical  teaching  which  is 
asked  of  us.  If  the  service  required 
does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  our 
regular  stafif,  we  are  always  ready,  if  the 
scheme  is  not  too  visionary,  to  try  it 
and  to  get  the  necessary  implements  and 
assistance  to  make  the  experiment.  / 

THE   LIGHTHOUSE  RESTAURANT. 

We  have  long  wished  to  improve  our 
restaurant  service.  For  good  work  we 
simply  Jiiust  have  good,  hot,  nourishing 
food.  This  year  we  feel  that  we  have 
"made  good."  W^e  provide  cooking  and 
service  which,  we  are  told,  are  satisfac- 
tory and  meet  our  overhead  costs.  Our 
workers  pay  five  cents  for  a  substantial 
luncheon.  This  consists  of  as  big  a 
portion  as  they  want  of  meat,  vegetables, 
etc.,  bread  and  milk.  Tea  is  one  cent  a 
cup,  and  coffee  two  cents  a  cup.  We 
are  much  gratified  to  find  that  our  cof- 
fee drinkers  are  being  converted,  and 
we  hope  gradually  to  wean  them  from 
this  intemperance  to  a  preference  for 
milk  and  cocoa.  It  is  wonderful,  the 
way  tired  spirits  come  up  after  the  meal 
hour  and  a  frisk  on  the  roof  garden  or 
walk  in  the  squirrel  cage. 

COOKING. 

We  have  five  classes  of  cookinc;  each 
week.  People  are  apt  to  lift  their  eye- 
brows and  smile  politely  when  we  talk 
about  our  blind  cooks.  This  does  not 
indicate  that  our  idea  is  visionary,  but 
merely  that  our  friends  have  not  thought 
about  it.  Of  necessity,  the  blind  wom- 
an's field,  much  as  the  sighted  woman's 
field,  falls  into  home  lines.     A  blind 


woman — and  remember  that  most  of 
them  become  blind  after  the  school  age 
— sitting  in  her  home,  unable  to  care 
for  herself,  her  husband  and  her  chil- 
dren, is  at  best  a  drag  to  herself  and 
the  family.  This  can  be  proven  by  count- 
less sad  and  some  tragic  stories. 

NOT  WANTEI>— NOW  WANTED. 

We  know  of  more  than  one  woman 
who  has  killed  herself  in  order  to  rid 
the  family  of  a  useless  burden.  We 
know  of  more  than  one  woman  who  has 
wanted  to  do  away  with  herself,  who 
is  now,  thanks  to  our  teaching,  a  domes- 
tic asset,  a  happy  home-maker,  who  en- 
joys her  task.  One  blind  cook,  who  was 
not  a  cook  when  we  found  her,  has  re- 
claimed her  husband  from  drink  and 
waywardness  through  the  simple  fact 
that,  thanks  to  our  lessons,  he  could 
soon  depend  upon  finding  a  good  din- 
ner waiting  for  him  at  home.  This 
prevents  his  taking  a  very  poor  meal 
with  a  bad  drink.  His  clothes,  thanks  to 
Lighthouse  lessons,  are  neatly  mended 
and  ready  for  him  nowadays.  Inci- 
dentally, when  the  meal  is  over  and  he 
lights  his  pipe,  and  his  wife  has  washed 
up  the  dishes,  she  can  play  to  him  very 
]^leasantly  on  the  piano.  Sometimes  he 
joins  in  the  refrain  of  a  song  of  the 
"Ould  Counthry."  Blindness  is  quite 
forgotten  as  the  good  food  does  its  work, 
the  fire  crackles  and  the  Irish  melodies 
bring  back  thoughts  of  romance  before 
the  light  which  has  been  rekindled  for 
the  home-keeper,  went  out. 

HARD  FACTS. 

To  be  businesslike:  Blind  people 
must  be  cleaner  about  their  persons  and 
their  work  than  sighted  people.  There 
is  no  nice  little  precaution  for  neatness 
which  must  not  become  so  important  to 
them  as  to  be  automatic.  Of  careful 
cooks,  the  ten-eyed  cook  must  be  the 
carefulest.  She  does  not  have  to  look 
for  her  pepper  and  salt  and  spices ;  she 
must  be  perfectly  sure  of  their  geo- 
graphical location,  and  must  know  them 
by  their  smell  long  before  she  puts  them 
in  her  pot.    The  testing  of  meat  or  vege- 


2  2        Ninth  Report  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Bhnd 


tables  is  instinctive.  We  all  know  how 
the  artist,  be  he  sculptor  or  chef,  looks 
away  from  his  work  while  he  is  doing 
it.  It  is  not  usually  good  work  unless 
most  of  it  has  become  mechanical.  Our 
pupils  have  increased  in  number  and  our 
classes  have  multiplied,  because  the  de- 


HOUSEHOLD  ECOXOMY. 

We  have  many  young  women  who  ask 
us  for  teaching  in  various  domestic  lines. 

In  addition,  we  often  have  mothers  of 
families  who  wish  to  know  how  to  sew, 
to  cut,  to  mend,  even  to  put  up  pre- 
serves and  jellies. 


mand  for  them  grows.  This  has  been 
the  case  in  the  Lighthouse  as  well  as 
in  the  most  progressive  schools  in  the 
country.  The  blind  home-keeper  has 
come  to  stay.  The  blind  cook  is  a  per- 
manent asset.  The  proof  of  the  pudding 
is  in  the  eating. 


ONCE  DESPERATE — NOW  A  HAPPY  HOUSE- 
W^IFE. 

One  woman  writes : 

"Having  lost  my  sight  four  years  ago. 
and  feehng,  like  most  of  the  adult 
blind,  that  I  would  never  be  able  to  do 
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anything,  I  found  the  Lighthouse.  It  my  housework.  I  cannot  sufficiently  ex- 
sent  me  a  teacher.  Through  kind  and  press  my  thanks  to  you  and  all  con- 
never-failing  efforts.  I  am  now  able  to    nected  with  the  Lighthouse." 


WORKING  FOR  THE  RED  CROSS 
A  Southern  Sewing  Bee 

NEW   YORK  ASSOCIATION   FOR   THE  BLIND 


sew,   both  by  hand   and  machine.    I         work  with  the  colored  blind. 
make  most  of  my  own  and  my  daugh-        We  have  ignored  the  color  line  in  all 
ter's  clothes.     I  am  also  able  to  do  all    matters  concerning  wage-earning.  The 
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colored  man  is  admitted  to  the  workshop 
on  exactly  the  same  footing  as  other 
workmen.  The  same  policy  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Blind  Glen's  Improve- 
ment Club,  the  colored  members  being 
elected  on  the  same  conditions  as  the 
others. 

We  find,  however,  that  they  often, 
especially  among  the  women,  prefer  to 
have  their  own  little  special  groups. 
Therefore,  at  their  recpest,  we  have  fos- 
tered their  work  and  play  in  "circles." 
We  are  very  proud  of  our  colored  ccoks, 
including  both  pupils  and  real  artists. 

The  Sewing  Class  has  also  done  good 
work. 

One  of  our  colored  pupils  had  been 
much  worried  by  outstanding  bills. 
Great  mental  relief  was  given  to  her  by 
the  Association  tiding  her  over  a  finan- 
cial crisis,  and  enabling  her  to  ivork 
with  an  easier  mind. 

We  are  always  eager  for  any  sugges- 
tions, or  to  undertake  any  especial  teach- 
ing, where  possible,  indicated  to  us  by 
our  colored  friends. 

4^  AIEX'S  WORK. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report 
progress  all  along  the  line  in  this  very 
^important  part  of  our  work. 

'blind  workers,  the  employer  and  the 
association. 

Though  we  give  teaching  in  various 
branches,  our  ambition  is  to  place  our 
pupils,  whenever  possible,  if  they 
have  become  blind  after  the  school 
age,  again  in  their  old-time  occupations. 
This  requires  unusual  co-operation 
among  the  blind,  the  Association,  and 
the  employer ;  in  fact,  must  be,  as  a  rule, 
a  three-sided  negotiation.  This  empha- 
sizes the  importance  of  our  educating  the 
seeing  public  both  as  to  the  capacity  of 
the  blind,  as  well  as  to  their  needs.  With 
real  knowledge  of  blind  aptitudes,  one 
can  see  that  the  blind  have  some  very 
distinct  advantages,  which  often  fully 
offset  their  difficulties  and  necessary  re- 
adjustments. 


our  pupils  who  are  "making  good"  in 

THE   sighted  world. 

In  comparing  the  success  of  blind 
workers  with  that  of  sighted  workers, 
we  must  consider  always  the  compar- 
atively very  small  number  of  the  blind. 
We  have  but  about  57,000  blind,  as 
against  the  hundred  million  population 
of  the  United  States.  Among  these 
blind,  the  percentage  of  illiteracy  or 
capability  would  probably  not  be  greater 
than  among  the  seeing.  Therefore,  we 
are  reduced  to  a  relatively  extremely 
small  group  of  blind  men  who,  regard- 
less of  their  handicap,  have  in  other  re- 
spects the  same  physical  equipment  and 
mental  aptitudes  to  fill  positions  for 
which  thousands  of  sighted  people  would 
be  qualified.  Any  town,  therefore,  that 
can  boast  several  competent  blind  teach- 
ers, stenographers,  secretaries,  men  in 
industrial  and  business  positions,  is  doing 
well.  It  takes  just  three  times  as  much 
business  enterprise,  as  a  rule,  for  a  blind 
man  to  push  his  way  toward  the  front 
unaided,  as  it  does  for  a  seeing  person. 
Of  course,  there  are  exceptions  to  this 
rule,  and  often  blindness  in  itself  is  a 
remover  of  obstacles. 

A  good  wife  is  the  greatest  asset  for  a 
blind  man,  and  for  a  blind  woman  a 
constant  and  unfailing  protector  is  essen- 
tial. The  Association  can  enumerate 
among  its  friends  and  pupils,  as  helpful 
workers  and  self-supporting  wage-earn- 
ers with  the  sighted,  stenographers, 
switchboard  operators,  secretaries,  busi- 
ness men  in  modest  and  colossal  en- 
terprises, bankers,  editors,  judges,  Sen- 
ators— in  fact,  a  careful  study  of  the 
field  shows  that  the  successful  blind  man, 
and,  more  lately,  the  successful  bhnd 
woman  (as  her  opportunities  are  far 
more  greatly  circumscribed),  has  been 
able  to  fill  satisfactorily — in  some  cases 
has  achieved  the  greatest  record  of  effi- 
ciency in  their  posts — positions  of  the 
greatest  responsibility,  requiring  every 
human  aptitude,  sight  not  excluded. 
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THE  LIGHTHOUSE  SWITCHBOARD 
Our  pupil  telephone  operators  have  for  years  held  positions  of  importance.    The  ear  of  the 
blind  is  quicker  to  hear  the  click  of  Central  than  that  of  the  seeing.  This 
Lighthouse  operator  uses  his  slate,  the  typewriter  and  the  Hall 
Braille  writer  to  note  messages 

NEW   YORK  ASS0CI.4TION   FOR   THE  BLIND 
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MAKING  UP  FOR  BLINDNESS. 

The  blind  man  or  woman,  to  succeed, 
must  command  sight.  That  is,  he  must 
have  sufficient  personality,  force  and 
charm  to  have  some  sighted  person  at  his 
disposal,  to  supervise  his  work  or  to  do 
that  part  of  it  which  needs  eyes.  The 
blind  stenographer  must  have  her  letters 
read  and  corrected ;  eyes  alone  can  do 
this ;  but  the  same  thing  is  necessary  for 
the  seeing  stenographer.  The  secretary, 
as  a  rule,  has  somebody  in  the  office  to 
help.  The  lawyer  must  have  his  clerk 
and  various  other  satellites  to  help ;  so 
must  the  blind  man.  And  the  best  illus- 
tration of  this  is  that  able,  eloquent  and 
convincing  blind  man,  and  great  helper 
of  the  seeing,  Fawcett,  who,  though 
without  eyes,  is  said  to  have  kept  an 
eye  on  everything  when,  as  Postmaster 
General  in  England,  he  commanded,  re- 
organized and  amplified  the  postal  serv- 
ice of  Great  Britain. 

Appended  are  a  few  letters  from  some 
of  our  friends,  who  for  years  now 
have  held  their  positions,  and  been  en- 
tirely self-supporting. 

From  a  successful  manufacturer: 
"Please  accept  the  enclosed  as  my 
Thanksgiving  offering  to  help  along,  in  a 
humble  way,  the  splendid  work  which  is 
being  carried  on  by  the  New  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  through  you  and 
your  noble  co-workers. 

"Gratefully  yours. 

From  a  former  pupil  now  employed  in 
a  downtown  office : 

"Enclosed  is  money  order  for  five  dol- 
lars, which  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
will  accept  for  the  work  of  the  As- 
sociation. It  is  not  as  large  as  I  wish 
it  could  be,  but  with  it  are  my  sincere 
wishes  for  the  continued  success  of  the 
Association  in  its  great  work.  Though 
I  am  rarely  a  visitor,  I  often  think  of 
the  work  and  like  to  know  what  is  going 
on  

"With  all  good  wishes,  and  sincere  ap- 
preciation of  the  Association  and  its 
work.  Yours  sincerely. 


LOANS. 

The  Association  finds  that  often  the 
fuel  necessary  to  start  the  engine  of 
independent  success  for  a  blind  man,  as 
for  his  seeing  fellow,  is  a  small  loan.  We 
have  made  many  of  these.  It  is  more 
than  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  these  invar- 
iably, where  for  curative  purposes  we 
use  the  word  "loan"  instead  of  "gift," 
have  been  paid  promptly,  and  with  very 
deep  gratitude. 

AN  APPRECI.\TED  LOAN. 

"I  write  to  thank  you  for  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  you  answered  my  appeal 
to  you. 

"It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  think 
that  there  is  some  association  which  will 
help  and  does  help  the  blind  in  such  a 
prompt  and  energetic  manner. 

"The  winter  is  coming  and  there  will 
be  many  things  necessary  to  get  for  my 
family  and  I  can  assure  you  that  this 
money,  which  will  most  certainly  help  me 
in  business,  will  also  enable  me  to  take 
care  of  my  family. 

"I  will  endeavor  to  pay  this  money 
back  as  soon  as  I  can. 

"Once  more  thanking  you  for  your 
]irompt  aid  and  energetic  measures  of 
assistance,  I  beg  to  remain. 

"Most  thankfully  yours," 

ASKED    TO    HAVE    HIS    MONEY    GIVEN  TO 
ANOTHER. 

A  man  without  a  family  was  given 
subsidy  to  enable  him  to  live  through 
his  first  weeks  of  training  in  darkness, 
and  when  he  reached  the  point  where  he 
felt  that  he  could  get  along  without  our 
support  he  voluntarily  came  to  the  Light- 
house and  asked  that  his  stipend  be  given 
to  someone  else,  r^s^ 

THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP. 

At  last  the  factory  work  is  on  a  satis- 
factory basis.  This  is  not  only  owing 
to  the  interest  of  the  Workshop  Com- 
mittee, but  very  largely  through  the  in- 
creased vigilance  of  the  Superintendent 
and  the  extremely  able  supervision  of 
our  Business  Manager.    The  output  in 
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brooms,  whisks,  and  in  the  caning  de- 
partment has  increased.  We  have  more 
customers  and  have  convincing  proof 
that  our  products  are  bought  because 
they  are  worth  buying,  and  not  merely 
because  they  are  made  by  the  Wind. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  WORK- 
SHOP COMMITTEE. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Workshop  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Stoughton,  reports  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  most  important  innovation  of  the 
year  1915  is  the  purchasing  of  broom- 
corn  at  the  source  of  supply,  whereby  a 
substantial  saving  is  gained  in  the  price. 
This  practice  has  been  made  possible  by 
the  borrowing  by  the  Association  of  suf- 
ficient funds  to  cover  the  cost.  The 
loan  is  then  repaid  with  interest  as  fast 
as  the  broom-corn  is  used. 

In  consequence,  the  production  cost  to 
the  Association  of  the  brooms  has  been 
decreased,  and  it  has  been  possible  to 
greatly  increase  the  sales. 

The  greater  the  sales,  the  greater  the 
number  of  men  can  be  put  on  broom- 
corn  work,  which  is  the  most  lucrative 
kind  done  by  blind  men  at  our  shop. 

The  total  amount  paid  to  the  blind  men 
in  subsidies  and  wages  was  $12,377.33. 

The  total  employment  during  1915  was 
92  different  men,  as  compared  with  73 
different  inen  employed  during  1914. 
(All  figures  in  this  Report  refer  to  our 
fiscal  year  ending  November  1,  1915, 
and  the  corresponding  fiscal  year  of 
1914.  For  fuller  figures  see  "Lighthouse 
Work  in  Brief  in  opening  pages  of  this 
Report.) 

Bradley  Stoughton, 

Chairman. 

WILLOW  WORK. 

Last  year's  Log  told  of  the  added  in- 
terest in  basket  making.  This  year  the 
willow-work  has  been  taken  up  with 
great  enthusiasm  by  our  men  and  this 
entire  work  transferred  to  the  factory. 
The  war  has  made  the  price  of  the  reed 
with  which  we  formerly  made  baskets 
prohibitive,  but  willows  are  just  as  good 
and  economically  practical.    Eight  men 


are  now  at  work  under  sighted  super- 
vision. The  baskets  produced  are  of  a 
very  high  grade.  Some  of  the  men  show 
marked  ability,  and  will  probably,  before 
this  Report  is  printed,  be  supporting 
themselves.  Of  course,  as  pupils,  they 
are  helped  by  the  subsidy  granted  by  the 
Lighthouse  to  beginners. 

THE  WORKSHOP  RESTAURANT. 

The  restaurant  is  gaining  each  day  of 
the  year  more  patrons,  and  a  good,  hearty 
noon-day  meal  is  generally  appreciated 
by  the  workers.  So  much  so  that  we  are 
still  objectionable  competitors  to  the 
neighboring  saloons.  The  Association 
pays  all  overhead  costs,  cooking  and 
service.  The  men  pay  the  actual  cost  of 
the  food.  The  phonograph  so  generously 
given  to  us  by  Miss  Emily  Bourne,  and 
which  is  really  a  musical  instrument, 
gives  great  pleasure  to  the  men  in  the 
restaurant  and  in  their  leisure  moments. 
\\'e  are  kept  supplied  with  fresh  records 
which  never  fail  to  elicit  interest. 

The  charms  of  the  roof-garden  never 
pall,  and  it  has  been  a  great  delight  to 
the  men,  especially  during  the  hot 
weather,  when  the  cool  river  breezes 
were  most  welcome.  The  douches,  as 
one  of  our  workers  said,  "buck  me  up 
surprisingly  after  the  day's  work"  and 
are  always  in  great  demand. 

LIGHTHOUSE  INSTRUCTION. 

Wliile  our  largest  group  of  workers 
is  at  the  factory,  the  greatest  variety  of 
teaching  is,  of  course,  to  be  had  at  the 
parent  Lighthouse.  We  invariably  first 
consult  the  Lighthouse  recruit's  tastes 
and  desires,  and  see  how  they  fit  into 
his  Lighthouse  possibilities. 

men's  cl.\sses. 
The  men  may  learn  in  classes,  or  if 
necessary  have  individual  instruction  in 
reading,  writing,  typewriting,  phono- 
graph dictation,  switch-board  operating 
and  weaving.  Several  applications  have 
been  made  to  us  from  blind  men  who 
wish  to  learn  how  to  sign  their  own 
names.  Though  this  is  always  a  sur- 
prising accomplishment  from  a  sighted 
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viewpoint,  it  is  perfectly  feasible  from 
the  blind  point  of  view.  Most  of  our 
blind  Lighthouse  workers  can  sign  their 
names  legibly ;  in  fact,  we  consider  it 
rather  an  integral  part  of  a  ten-eyed 
education.  We  have  some  pupils  in 
affiliated  Lighthouses  who  have  taken  up 
modeling  and  done  very  well  with  it. 

NEWS  DE.VLERS. 

After  our  big  industrial  groups  we 
have  to  consider  the  men  of  perhaps 
more  individual  enterprise  and  capacity. 
Six  men  who  for  several  years  have  been 
employed  in  the  workshop .  have  been 
helped  by  the  Association  to  start  in  the 
newspaper  business.  They  have  all  be- 
gun well,  and  some  are  already  success- 
ful. The  Association  is  always  eager 
to  help  the  blind  to  independent  work, 
and  to  making  as  much  money  as  they 
can  in  legitimate  fashions.  One  man 
in  whom  we  have  been  particularly  inter- 
ested— a  Russian,  blind  for  three  years — 
had  been  previously  a  prosperous  manvi- 
facturer  in  New  York.  He  was  referred 
by  the  City  Department  to  the  Light- 
house. Then,  a  week  after,  through  the 
very  prompt  co-operation  of  the  Bureau 
of  Licenses,  he  was  located  in  an  excel- 
lent stand  in  a  busy  downtown  section. 
There  he  is  working  up  an  excellent  busi- 
ness and  hopes  to  overcome  the  economic 
drawbacks  of  his  blindness. 

The  Association  is  having  very  able 
assistance  in  its  Newsstand  Department 
from  the  Blind  Men's  Improvement 
Club,  and  we  hope  to  report  great  prog- 
ress in  this  very  substantial  industry. 

BLIND  TUNE  OVER  ONE  THOUSAND  PIANOS 
IN  YEAR. 

Every  cent  turned  into  the  Tuning  De- 
partment goes  directly  to  the  tuners. 
This  is  true,  whether  the  money  is  sent 
to  us  from  the  Board  of  Education  or 
from  individual  clients.  The  Associa- 
tion takes  no  commission,  but  itself  pays 
for  secretarial  work  and  overhead  costs. 

Tuning  was  theoretically,  until  re- 
cently, in  New  York  an  excellent  opening 
for  the  intelligent  blind  man  with  an 
accurate  ear.    It  has  now,  through  the 


Association  and  the  whole-hearted  co- 
operation of  the  Board  of  Education,  be- 
come a  practical  one.  We  had  made 
many  experiments  with  blind  tuners,  and 
had  found  that  many  were  not  suffi- 
ciently well-trained  to  do  their  work.  We 
therefore  said  that  we  would  not  employ 
any  tuner  unless  he  had  passed  a  satis- 


A  BLIND  TUNER  FOR  THE 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

The  Lighthouse  is  ready  to  send  competent 
tuners  anywhere  at  short  notice 

NEW    YORK   ASSOCIATION    FOR    THE  BLIND 

Photograph  by  Underwood  and  Underwood,  N.  ¥. 

factory  examination.    Messrs.  K   & 

Company  very  generously  undertook  to 
examine  any  ttming  candidates  for  the 
Lighthouse,  and  to  report  to  our  Tuning 
Department  on  each  man's  ability.  The 
very  knowledge  of  our  stand  in  this  mat- 
ter had  an  excellent  moral  efifect.  The 
Board  of  Education  has  now  for  three 
years  very  generotisly  given  the  prefer- 
ence in  ttming  to  blind  tuners,  and  sends 
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applications  for  pianos  needing  tuning  to 
the  Lighthouse.  We  have  tuned  this 
year  for  the  Board  of  Education  and 
private  orders  1,104  pianos.  We  have 
found  that  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to 
give  the  best  possible  opening  to  some  of 
our  blind  men,  to  have  our  own  Tuning 
School.  This  is,  we  hope,  only  tempor- 
arily situated  in  a  small  house  on  East 
49th  Street.  The  Director  and  the  Care- 
taker of  this  establishment,  as  well  as 
the  pupils,  are  blind. 

TUXERS  XEED  SHOP. 

But  in  reality  such  life  training  worl< 
goes  on  in  this  poor  building,  and 
our  results  have  been  so  very  gratifying 
to  ourselves,  the  pupils,  and,  above  all. 
to  the  Board  of  Education  and  our  other 
clients,  that  we  have  proved  ovir  case. 
We  want — and  want  it  right  away — a 
]\Iodel  Tuning  School  where,  under 
wholesome  conditions,  any  blind  boy  with 
a  good  ear  can  learn  his  profession  of 
tuning  from  A  to  Z.  Consider  the  ad- 
vantages, of  the  blind  tuner.  His  ear  is 
apt  to  be  infinitely  finer  than  the  seeing 
man's.  He  can  invariably  obtain  a  posi- 
tion in  a  factory,  and  if  his  personality 
is  agreeable  and  he  is  deft  can  make  a 
very  good  income  in  ''outside"  tuning. 

We  eagerly  fill  any  orders  for  piano 
tuning  at  short  notice.  None  but  expert 
tuners  are  sent  out  from  the  IJghthouse. 

LETTERS  FROM  EXPERT  TUXERS. 

"Dear  Friends:  July  12,  1915. 

"Please  permit  me  to  thank  you  for 
the  interest  you  have  shown  in  your  Tun- 
ing Department  during  the  past  year. 
The  efforts  you  have  put  forth  in  behalf 
of  your  tuners  during  the  past  season 
brought  me  about  twice  as  much  work  as 
I  received  the  year  previovis,  and  I  want 
to  thank  you  for  the  same. 

"Again  extending  my  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation for  all  you  have  done  for  me 
in  the  past,  and  hoping  for  better  results 
in  the  future,  I  remain  as  ever." 


The  Business  Manager  deserves  the 
following  letter,  which  was  written  to 


him  by  an  expert  blind  tuner  and  a  great 
friend'  of  the  blind,  who  is  also  an  im- 
l)ortant  officer  in  the  Bhnd  Man's  Im- 
provement Club : 

"Now,  at  the  close  of  our  busy  season, 
it  seems  only  proper  and  fitful  to  express 
our  appreciation  and  gratitude  for  the 
interest,  enthusiasm  and  energy  which 
has  been  inserted  into  the  Tuning  De- 
partment this  term.  We  experience  im- 
provement on  all  sides,  an  increase  of  the 
Public  School  work,  an  increase  in  pri- 
vate orders.  Credit  should  be  given 
where  credit  is  due. 

"If  you  have  worked  hard,  thought 
much,  and  fought  unknown  battles,  it 
should  at  least  be  gratifying  to  know  that 
something  has  been  accomplished,  and 
your  elTorts  have  been  appreciated.  I  must 
congratulate  ]\Iiss  Holt  and  the  New 
^'ork  Association  through  you  on  the 
improved  efficiency  of  the  Tuning  De- 
partment. Kindly  convey  these  expres- 
sions of  satisfaction  and  gratitude  to 
]\Iiss  Holt  and  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind. 

"With  expressions  of  high  regard  and 
esteem,  and  wishing  you  every  success  in 
tlic  future,  I  am, 

"Sincerely  yours."' 


THE  MUSIC  SCHOOL. 

Of  course,  we  have  known  always  that 
music  is  light  in  darkness  for  the  blind, 
Init  our  ]\Iusic  School  at  the  Lighthouse 
has  proved  it  in  the  most  charming  and 
hajipy  fashion  for  our  pupils  and  their 
teachers.  Our  pupils  range  from  five  to 
thirty-eight.  \\e  have  five  veteran 
])ianos.  unworthy  of  the  name,  and  we 
have  four  music  teachers.  Among  these 
is  a  teacher  of  the  cornet.  \\'e  have 
already  alluded  to  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
102  lessons  given  on  this  penetrating 
instrument,  but  our  two  boys  want  them 
and  so  they  have  to  have  them. 

THE    KITCHEN   T.ABLE   FOR   A  ri.\XO. 

.\  wee  little  girl,  with  very  tight  cork- 
screw curls,  wanted  a  piano,  but  she 
wanted  it  with  all  her  little  soul,  and  the 
want  almost  broke  her  little  heart.  She 
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came  long  before  her  music  lesson  to  the 
Lighthouse,  and  she  begged  for  more 
than  her  allotted  time.  When  she  went 
home  the  ache  came  because  there  was  no 
piano,  but  she  found  an  outlet,  and  when- 
ever we  called  on  this  little  musician  we 


little  girl  of  the  cork-screw  curls  found 
it  she  thought  that  the  gates  of  Heaven 
had  opened,  and  she  now  practices  to  her 
heart's  content.  We  all  wonder  what 
will  become  of  her.  We,  none  of  us,  knew 
what  she  paid   for  her  lessons.  We 


LIGHTHOUSE  GLEE 
A  Group  of  Pupils 
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found  her  playing  hard  on  the  deal 
kitchen  table.  We  began  to  want  the 
piano  for  her  almost  as  she  did,  and 
finally  one  materialized.  It  would  have 
done  credit  to  any  antiquarian.  It  was 
square,  but  it  had  a  voice.    When  our 


thought  they  cost  her  nothing  as  they 
were  Lighthouse  lessons.  She  was  a 
very  pale,  not  over  well  clad  little  mite. 
Her  big  eyes,  out  of  which  the  light  had 
gone,  were  blue,  and  her  legs  were  very 
spindly.    It  was  many  months  before  we 
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learned  that  this  phantom,  because  she 
had  no  pennies  for  car  fares,  walked  for 
each  lesson  sixty  blocks,  or  three  miles. 
Somebody  found  the  car  fare  and  much 
of  the  energy  which  used  to  go  into  the 
walks  now  goes  into  the  piano. 

pupils'  concerts. 
We  had  a  pupils'  concert  last  spring 
which  justified  our  belief  in  our  Musical 
Department.  We  have  a  Women's 
Choral  Club  and  the  Scouts  have  formed 
a  Glee  Club.  We  wonder  how  long  the 
men  will  wait  to  follow  the  muse  of 
music.  If  anybody  wants  to  give  us  good 
pianos,  we  will  let  the  children  thank 
them,  and  that  will  make  them  very,  very 
glad. 

HOME  TEACHING. 

The  Home  Teacher  is  almost  invaria- 
bly, as  far  as  the  experience  of  most 
workers  for  the  blind  goes,  a  far  better 
teacher  if  he  is  blind  than  would  be  a 
sighted  person  of  equal  capacity.  The 
Association  now  employs  two  blind 
women  and  three  blind  men  as  home 
teachers.  They  follow  the  Census 
worker  or  the  Association  visitor,  or 
often  are  sent  to  "see"  blind  people  at 
the  request  of  some  relative  or  friend, 
who  calls  at  the  Lighthouse,  telling  of 
stricken,  aged,  or  for  some  other  rea- 
son house-bound  blind  in  need  of  light. 
Here's  a  typical  case  : 

A  BLIND  IIOPE-BRINGER. 

A  strong  man,  stricken  blind  on  ac- 
count of  partial  paralysis,  has  been  bed- 
ridden for  six  years.  His  faithful  wife, 
the  only  breadwinner,  has  to  leave  him 
for  days  at  a  time,  in  his  lonely  darkness. 
Into  this  tragic  atmospliere  comes  a  vig 
.orous  young  man,  blind,  but  endowed 
with  an  unquenchable  inner  eye.  He 
knows  how  to  approach  the  invalid,  who 
is  glad  to  receive  any  tactful  visitor,  t  ^ 
distract  his  thoughts.  The  new  friend 
talks  about  the  outside  world  in  a  norm-'l 
and  perhaps  amusing  way.  The  invalid 
becomes  interested,  and  finally  talks 
about  himself,  and  his  overwhelming,  un- 
relievable,  tragedy  of  blindness.  The 


Home  Teacher  listens  patiently  and  then 
says :  "But  you  see,  it  really  is  not  quite 
as  dreadful  as  it  seems  to  you  now.  I 
have  been  ill.  I  am  still  blind.  But  that 
does  not  prevent  my  having  a  very  inter- 
esting and  busy  life.  And  I  have  been 
reading  a  lot  of  very  interesting  war 
accounts  recently."  "Reading,"  says  the 
invalid,  "how  is  that  possible?"  "Why, 
look,  here  is  an  account  of  the  latest 
battle  in  the  Champagne  district,  and 
here  is  a  map  of  the  country,"  sHpping  a 
Ziegler  magazine  with  a  raised  war  map 
under  the  still  capable  hands  of  the  in- 
valid. "See,  there  is  a  river,  here  are 
the  troops  of  the  Allies,  here  the  German 
trenches."  "You  mean  these  dots?" 
"Yes,  and  these  lines,  you  see?"  A  dawn- 
ing understanding  spreads  over  the  in- 
valid's face.  "Why,  yes,  I  see,  that  is 
North,  South — why,  I  have  got  the  whole 
thing  in  my  memory.  I  see  this  map. 
But  how  did  you  read  about  it?"  To 
make  a  long  story  short,  the  blind  in- 
valid becomes  the  blind  Home  Teacher's 
pupil.  In  the  wake  of  the  Home  Teacher 
follows  the  social  visitor,  the  doctor,  the 
nurse — and  the  tragedy  rapidly  ceases  to 
be  a  tragedy.  The  invalid  regains 
strength.  Not  only  is  he  at  present  able 
to  read  and  to  write,  but  he  is  doing 
simple  handicraft,  which  is  sold  at  the 
Lighthouse.  The  wife  receives  work 
which  she  can  do  at  home,  and,  alto- 
gether, the  horizon  has  brightened. 

THE  EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  HOME  TE.ACHERS. 

All  Home  Teachers  must  be  able  to 
read,  write,  do  simple  mathematics,  type- 
write, teach  basketry  and  usually  some 
other  simple  industry.  The  women 
Teachers  nnist,  in  addition,  know  how  to 
knit,  crochet  and  sew.  When  the  ordi- 
nary curriculum  is  not  sufficient,  the  As- 
sociation is  always  willing  to  get  special 
teachers  for  special  jnipils.  We  have 
some  house-l)ound  musicians,  one  a  vio- 
linist, the  otiicr  a  pianist. 

HOME   TE.VCHEKS    AS  LIGHTHOUSE 
RECRUITERS. 

A'ery  often  the  Home  Teacher  finds 
that  his  pupils  are  temporary  invalids 
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only,  suffering  from  some  slight  ailment 
or  not  infrequently  from  immobility, 
owing  to  lack  of  the  technic  of  blindness, 
the  absence  of  guides,  or  a  knowledge 
that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  Lighthouse 
or  light  through  work.  These  pupils 
need  to  be  shown  the  horizon  open  to 
them,  and  after  a  very  few  lessons  they 
very  often  join  the  Lighthouse  forces 
and  become  industrious  workers  or  stu- 
dents, and  are  sometimes  ultimately 
established  in  a  happy,  productive  niche 
of  their  own. 

A  GRATEFUL  READER. 

"I  take  this  opportunity  of  writing  you 
a  letter  of  praise  for  the  great  work  that 
you  are  doing  for  the  blind  of  this  city. 
I  wish  to  thank  you  most  heartily  for 
what  you  have  done  for  me  and  for  my 

family.    Mr.    visited  my  home  and 

taught  me  to  read  the  Moon  Print,  which 
I  have  mastered,  and  read  quite  a  few 
books,  as  he  connected  me  with  the  New 
York  Library,  and  he  is  now  teaching 
me  American  Braille,  and  I  am  making 
rapid  progress  with  that,  and  if  it  had 
not  been  for  this,  I  can  tell  you  this,  that 
the  time  would  have  hung  very  heavy 
on  my  hands.  As  you  know,  when  a  man 
loses  his  sight,  his  thoughts  are  many, 
and  being  able  to  read  has  a  tendency  to 
chase  away  all  unpleasant  thoughts,  and 
it  also  helps  you  to  pass  away  many 
lonely  hours." 

A  Home  Teaching  pupil  writes : 

"October  7,  1915. 

"Having  lost  my  eyesight  about  four 
years  ago,  and  feeling  like  most  of  the 
adult  blind  that  I  would  never  be  able  to 
do  anything,  I  was  despondent.  I  found 
the  Lighthouse  and  they  sent  me  a 
teacher,  through  whose  kind  and  unfail- 
ing efforts  I  am  now  able  to  sew  both 
by  hand  and  machine.  I  can  make  most 
of  my  own  and  my  daughter's  clothes, 
also  able  to  do  all  my  housework,  and  I 
cannot  sufficiently  express  my  thanks  to 
you  and  all  connected  with  the  Light- 
house and  particularly  my  good  teacher." 


SOCL\L  SERVICE. 

Under  Social  Service  we  consider 
those  cases  which  cannot  be  handled 
alone  by  the  teacher,  the  class,  or  the  fac- 
tory, and  for  whom  some  thoughtful, 
non-pauperizing  adjustment  is  necessary. 

THE  LAMP  OF  CONSOLATION. 

The  Lamp  of  Consolation  penetrates  to 
the  dingy  corners  of  the  poorest  poor 
houses  and  to  the  palaces  of  millionaires. 
We  find  the  forgotten  blind  become 
stupid  from  hunger  and  despair  largely 
because  no  one  has  been  there  to  lend  a 
hand;  and  often  when  cared  for,  some 
such  forlorn  blind  men  or  women  in  turn 
become  light  bearers,  the  first  ray  having 
been  brought  to  them  in  their  miserable 
corners  by  our  fleet  Social  Visitors. 

91    YEARS   OLD,    BUT   EAGERLY  WAITING 
FOR   A   LIGHTHOUSE  VISITOR. 

A  woman  91  years  old  eagerly  looks 
forward  to  our  visitor's  calls.  She  is 
keenly  interested  in  hearing  about  the 
work  done  for  other  blind  people  by  the 
Association.  During  the  first  call  she 
was  promised  flowers  and  she  said  that 
this  made  her  very  happy — at  last  to  have 
something  to  look  forward  to. 

Teaching  her,  of  course,  was  out  of 
the  question  at  her  great  age. 

HELPLESS  AND  FOODLESS. 

A  visitor  reported  that  while  searching 
for  one  of  our  blind  men,  she  found  that 
he  had  been  taken  to  the  hospital  and  that 
his  mother,  who  is  over  80,  was  unable 
to  go  downstairs  to  buy  food  for  herself. 
The  visitor  did  this  for  her  and  arranged 
that  she  should  not  again  suffer  in  the 
same  way  during  her  son's  absence. 

BLIND  AND  CRAZY. 

A  young  girl  blind,  bed-ridden  and 
crazy,  was  able  to  respond  with  a  faint 
degree  of  intelligence  to  the  flowers  sent 
from  the  Lighthouse. 

TOO  LATE. 

A  young  woman  was  taken  from  idle- 
ness and  darkness  and  trained  to  be  a 
worker.   She  was  not  brought  to  us,  alas, 
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until  disease  had  commenced  its  ravages. 
She  was  sent  by  us  to  a  physician,  later 
to  a  hospital.  The  disease,  doubtless 
caused  by  long,  idle  days  in  a  dark,  sun- 
less room  (she  had  not  been  out  of  the 
house  for  six  months)  was  too  much  for 
her.  Her  last  days  were  made  brighter 
by  little  gifts  of  fruit  and  flowers  and 
frequent  calls  from  the  Lighthouse,  until 
she  went  from  darkness  into  Light. 

HE  FOUND  DRINK  WORSE  THAN  BLINDNESS 

"He  is  a  good  man  as  long  as  he  has 
no  money,"  said  our  workshop  foreman. 
For  months  this  poor  blind  man  had 
roved  the  streets,  living  by  his  wits  ;  often 
he  did  not  know  for  days  what  it  was  to 
be  sober.  He  came  to  us  one  winter's 
day,  when  even  the  drink  would  not 
keep  him  warm.  We  found  him  a  berth, 
and  he  was  regular  at  his  work  until  the 
city  donation  for  the  blind  gave  him 
pocket  money  to  spare.  The  little  suTj- 
sidy  which  we  gave  him  while  he  was 
learning  was  only  enough  to  keep  him. 
The  city's  bounty  was  at  once  turned  to 
drink,  and  we  knew  our  friend  no  more. 
He  is  back  again  now,  however,  at  the 
Lighthouse,  where  he  confesses.:  "It 
isn't  the  blindness,  it's  the  drink  that's 
my  real  enemy."  But  we  feel  that  when 
he  has  learned  how  to  work  again  he 
may  overcome  both  of  his  handicaps. 

A   HEPOIC  COUPLE. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  they  are  Italian 
that  they  are  so  bright,  despite  the  hus- 
band being  old  and  totally  blind,  and  the 
wife  nearly  so.  They  work  very  hard. 
They  are  hired  to  keep  two  houses  clean. 
They  only  just  manage  to  make  ends 
meet,  but  their  fine  independence  shows 
what  a  good  man  and  his  wife  can  do 
when  they  make  up  their  minds,  no  mat- 
ter what  their  handicaps ;  and  the  Light- 
house has  done  a  good  deal  to  make  life 
not  only  bearable,  but  happy. 

HELPING  THE  WAGE-EARNER. 

Very  often  the  Association  is  able  to 
help  the  blind  through  the  sighted  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  A  devoted  house- 
keeper, a  blind  woman,  whose  husband 


had  been  out  of  work  for  some  weeks, 
was  forced  to  live  in  a  dark,  dirty  tene- 
ment. Our  visitor  found  a  position  for 
the  man  which  enabled  them  to  move  to 
light  and  sunny  rooms,  and  as  the  young 
blind  woman  said  to  her,  it  seemed  "like 
Heaven"  to  be  in  a  place  where  she  could 
have  plenty  of  fresh  air.  It  meant  so 
much  more  to  her  since  she  had  lost  her 
sight. 

The  practical  side  of  the  Home  Teach- 
ing work  is  shown  by  the  high  grade 
articles  turned  out  by  our  pupils.  These 
are  sold  without  difficulty  and  bring  in  a 
regular  amount  of  money  for  the 
workers. 

There  is  a  continuous  roll  of  friend- 
ship betzveen  the  Association  and  its 
Wards. 

NOT    FRIVOLOUS,    BUT    AT    LEAST  SOCI.\L 
WORK. 

The  Lighthouse  Keepers  feel  that  the 
clubs  and  festivities  are  quite  as  impor- 
tant as  any  other  part  of  their  activties. 
Our  most  august  social  bodies  are  the 
clubs.  Since  it  is  "ladies  first,"  we  com- 
mence with 

THE  BLIND  WOMAN's  CLUB. 

Before  reviewing  the  extraordinary 
work  of  the  club,  we  would  like  our 
friends  to  realize  that  when  it  was 
formed  by  six  blind  women,  nine  years 
ago,  in  the  drawing  room  of  the  Light- 
house Keeper,  it  was,  as  far  as  we  can 
find  any  record,  the  first  attempt  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  The  club  has  now 
sixty-six  members.  It  is  entirely  directed 
bv  its  blind  wage-earning  officers.  It 
makes  its  own  programme.  A  blind  Sec- 
retary records  the  meetings,  a  blind 
Treasurer  keeps  the  purse. 

The  wonderful  "esprit  de  corps"  of 
this  organization  is  responsible  for,  as 
far  as  we  know,  its  having  started  spon- 
taneously a  Committee  of  Relief  for  the 
Unfortunate  Blind. 

The  example  of  this  pioneer  club  is 
being  followed,  and  many  other  organi- 
zations have  been  inspired  by  it. 
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We  quote  from  the  Report  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Blind  Women's  Chib : 

report  of  the  president  of  the 
women's  club. 

We  have  had  the  usual  activities — the 
monthly  dances,  our  annual  concert,  al- 
ways enjoyed  and  appreciated,  the  straw- 
berry   festival   and   our   outing.  The 


brought  to  our  attention  by  the  Home 
Teachers  and  our  sympathy  and  interest 
have  been  aroused  as  never  before  by 
some  of  the  stories  they  have  told  us. 

THE  club's  Pnn.ANTHROPIES. 

Our  aim  is  not  so  much  to  give  per- 
manent aid,  because  our  scanty  funds  will 
not  permit  of  this,  but  to  tide  over  emer- 


ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND  HOLDS  BOWLING  TOURNAMENT  AT 
RAILROAD  BRANCH  Y.  M.  C.  A.  (50th  Street  and  Park  Avenue,  Jan.  12.) 
David  Robb  and  Frank  J.  Kelley. 
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Christmas  dinners,  toys  to  the  children 
and  $100  to  Riverlight  were  given  as  in 
other  years. 

The  chief  interest  of  the  club's  work, 
however,  seems  to  have  centered  around 
the  Mutual  Aid  Committee,  which  is  de- 
veloping rapidly  towards  being  the  back- 
bone of  the  club's  activities.    Cases  are 


gency  cases.  Space  is  too  limited  to  give 
many  details,  but  we  may  cite  a  few.  A 
little  girl,  too  anaemic  from  lack  of 
proper  food  to  accomplish  her  school 
work,  was  given  a  quart  of  milk  daily 
for  six  months.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
her  health  showed  marked  improvement 
and  she  had  made  noticeable  progress  i  i 
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her  studies.  Several  people  were  carried 
along  for  three  months,  one  woman  be- 
ing actually  kept  from  the  poor  house 
until  she  received  her  pension.  It  has 
been  our  privilege  to  bring  cheer  to  many 
in  various  little  ways,  such  as  sending 
fruit  and  flowers  to  the  sick,  buying  food, 
coal  and  warm  clothing  and  sending  an 
old  lady  by  taxi  to  her  destination  be- 
cause she  was  too  infirm  to  ride  in  the 
street  car.  Another  service,  small  in 
itself,  which  we  have  been  able  to  ren- 
der, has  been  the  paying  of  car  fares  for 
visitors  to  our  meetings  who  would  other- 
wise have  been  unable  to  attend.  Guides 
should  also  be  provided,  but  we  are  still 
struggling  with  this  problem  and  must 
have  a  special  fund  for  the  purpose. 

Through  the  interest  of  Mrs.  Richard 
Irvin,  we  were  able  to  identify  ourselves 
with  the  Mutual  Benefit  Fund  of  the 
New  York  Association  of  Working 
Girls'  Societies  and  in  the  spring  18  blind 
women  joined  it.  Some  of  our  mem- 
bers have  also  recently  joined  the  Vaca- 
tion Savings  Fund. 

Organizations,  committees,  and  so  on, 
have  all  failed  in  their  efforts  if  they 
have  not  produced  a  strong  spirit  of 
unity  born  of  companionship  and  fellow 
feeling,  so  we  are  planning  for  a  greater 
degree  of  sociability  during  the  coming 
year  to  knit  even  closer  the  ties  of  the 
club  which  means  so  much  to  us. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Grace  E.  Keator, 

President. 

THE  men's  club. 

This  organization  started  at  our  dingy, 
cramped  old  factory — where  the  mem- 
bers bumped  into  the  broom  machin- 
ery until  they  were  rescued  from  their 
predicament  by  their  great  friend,  ]\Ir. 
M.  C.  Migel,  and  given  a  room  which 
they  might  call  their  own.  The  club  now 
has  a  membership  of  146.  It  is  full  of 
initiative  and  good  works,  and  is  an  in- 
valuable aid  to  the  Association.  The 
officers  are,  of  course,  all  blind  wage- 
earners. 


The  Association  wishes  to  record  its 
deep  indebtedness  to  the  club  for  its 
moral  support  and  for  its  substantial 
financial  aid  to  the  Lighthouse. 

We  give  the  Report  of  its  vigilant  and 
tireless  President,  Mr.  W.  I.  Scandlin. 
to  whom  the  organization  owes  so  much : 

REPORT  OF  the  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BLIND 
men's  IMPROVEMENT  CLUB. 

The  membership  of  the  club  numbers 
146,  and  the  meetings  during  the  year 
have  shown  an  average  attendance  of 
about  50.  Nineteen  regular  meetings 
were  held  during  the  year  and  an  infor- 
mal roof-garden  meeting  in  the  early 
fall. 

The  work  of  the  club  has  been  along 
the  same  general  lines  as  in  previous 
years,  with  special  stress  upon  the  loca- 
ting of  newsstands  and  the  obtaining  of 
licenses  for  blind  men  to  operate  them. 
The  importance  of  this  work  is  obvious 
when  the  large  number  of  subway  and 
elevated  stations  under  completion  is 
taken  into  account.  The  club  has  had 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Bureau  of 
Licenses  in  this  matter,  the  Deputy  Com- 
missioner having  addressed  the  club  in 
person  at  one  of  its  meetings. 

The  Annual  Benefit  Concert  was  held 
upon  April  29th,  at  Aeolian  Hall,  the 
net  proceeds  from  which  amounted  to 
$240.53. 

Nearly  200  members  and  their  friends 
attended  the  annual  outing  of  the  club, 
which  was  held  at  South  Beach  early  in 
July.  The  weather  was  perfect  and  the 
entertainment  excellent.  A  feature  of 
the  occasion  was  to  be  noted  in  the  large 
number  of  the  sightless  members  who 
took  part  in  the  ocean  bathing. 

The  club  has  made  two  donations  ag- 
gregating $200  to  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  and  has  expended 
upwards  of  $80  in  sick  relief  among  its 
own  members  during  the  year.  It  also 
sent  twenty  Christmas  baskets  to  needy 
members  at  the  holiday  season. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  I.  ScANDLIN, 

President. 
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Of  course,  the  excellent  example  of 
this  first  Blind  Men's  Club  has  been  fol- 
lowed in  various  cities  of  the  United 
States  and  in  other  countries. 

SKATING. 

"Exercise  is  all  very  wtW,  but  skating's 
heavenly — to  spin  around  on  little  wheels, 
while  you  feel  like  a  swallow  or  an  aero- 


skating.  The  men  have  attempted  it  ten- 
tatively, until  this  year,  but  now — "great 
whizz" — and  "whizz"  they  do  !  There  are 
five  skating  Circles.  This  does  not  by 
any  means  say  that  they  skate  in  circles 
only,  because  they  cut  pigeon  wings  and 
figures  eight,  and  do  the  impossible.  Not 
always  gracefully  as  yet,  but  successfully. 
We  hope  that  grace  will  come  when  the 


LIGHTHOUSE  ATHLETES 
Blind  Boys  in  our  Gymnasium 
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plane!"  If  you  doubt  this  description, 
just  drop  in  some  evening  and  see  our 
spinners  !  There  is  really  a  skating  fever 
at  the  Association,  and  we  are  glad  th-it 
though  we  did  not  think  of  it  at  the  time, 
all  of  our  floors  are  reasonably  good 
skating  floors. 

The  children  have  always  loved  roller 


women  have  caught  the  fever.  For  the 
present,  we  record  great  improvement 
and  a  distinct  addition  to  our  already 
big  fund  of  Lighthouse  fun. 

DANCING. 

It  is  curious  the  way  our  Lighthouse 
folk  always  follow  the  fashions.    We  do 
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not  have  to  go  to  the  outside  world  now 
to  know  what  is  going  on.  We  simply 
have  to  look  into  our  own  Assembly 
Room  or  Gymnasium.  People  still 
dance,  but  the  Fox  Trot  and  the  Tango 
are  on  the  wane. 

Notwithstanding,  we  have  the  men's 
dancing  classes  every  week,  and  the 
women's  also.  And  the  evenings  are 
very  pleasant.  We  not  only  dance  at 
home,  but  we  go  abroad  to  display  our 
steps.  It  is  very  gratifying  that  our  girls 
are  making  a  habit  now  of  going  to 
other  working  girls'  parties.  This  has 
been  especially  owing  to  Mrs.  Richard 
Irvin's  friendship,  both  with  the  Light- 
house and  with  the  Working  Girls'  Clubs, 
for  which  she  has  done  so  much.  Our 
girls  have  joined  the  N.  Y.  Association  of 
W^orking  Girls'  Societies,  and  we  inter- 
change hospitality  on  equal  terms  with 
the  New  York  Branch.  It  is  often  diffi- 
cult to  tell  whether  the  sighted  girls  are 
accepting  our  Lighthouse  hospitality,  or 
vice  versa,  and  one  really  gets  mixed 
up  at  Working  Girls'  parties  to  know 
who  sees  and  who  does  not. 

MOKE  SEDATE  GIDDl.VESS. 

We  continue  to  have  our  Saturday  tea 
parties.  These  are  for  semi-invalids, 
mothers  or  aged  folk  who  fear  the  night 
chills  or  to  be  out  alone  "i'  th'  dark." 
Nevertheless,  when  these  fragile  or 
elderly  dames  get  to  the  Lighthouse, 
the  Lighthouse  spirit  sometimes  whirls 
them  off  their  feet,  and  after  per- 
haps a  talk,  a  good  cup  of  tea  or  choc- 
olate (nothing  stronger!),  they  raise 
their  square-toed  feet  and  sedately  spin 
about  in  the  old-time  waltz,  or  the  more 
lively  polka,  giving  an  example  of  the 
grand  old  style  to  the  more  giddy  young 
folk.  Often  these  afternoon  tea  parties 
are  the  only  occasions  on  which  some  of 
our  otherwise  house-bound  blind  come 
into  contact  with  the  outer  world.  It  is 
pretty  to  see  the  unconcealed  joy,  the 
pretty  flush  and  excitement  of  going  to  a 
party.  Best  clothes  are  put  on,  perhaps 
a  new  riblion  is  added  to  the  modest 
wardrobe,  sometimes  even  a  sweet-smell- 


ing posy  is  tucked  between  a  camel's- 
hair  shawl  and  an  old-time  locket. 

TOO   RHEUMATIC  TO  FRISK. 

"New  York  Association  for  the  Blind: 

Your  kind  invitation  received  and 
would  have  accepted  your  of¥er,  but  am 
bothered  with  rheumatism,  which  makes 
me  quite  helpless,  and  would  be  pleased 
if  you  would  take  some  one  else  instead. 
May  God  bless  all  those  connected  with 
this  work  and  help  you  to  be  successful 
in  the  same." 

"and  others.'' 
We  hate  to  leave  out  any  Department, 
but,  gentle  reader,  please  think  out  all 
the  joys  which  we  have  not  space  to 
write  about,  including  ice-cream,  cake, 
and  concerts.  We  always  fit  in  one  of 
these  sweet  things  whenever  there  is  an 
hour  free  from  our  regular  programme 
of  work. 

FRESII-AIR  WORK. 

THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE. 

We  knew  that  Mrs.  Emma  L.  Hardy 
was  blessing  us  greatly  when  she  gave 
us  her  lovely  old-fashioned  home  and 
eight  acres  of  land  at  Cornwall-on-Hud- 
son.  How  greatly,  we  do  not  yet  know, 
as  each  year  shows  us  larger  possibilities 
of  service  in  our  country  home.  Last 
winter  we  kept  part  of  the  house  open  as 
a  convalescent  home.  We  know  of  no 
other  place  where  our  blind  invalids 
could  have  had  such  perfect  quiet  and 
care  with  such  prompt  results  and  com- 
plete cure  as  at  the  River  Lighthouse. 

We  entertained  in  separate  groups  this 
year  at  the  River  Lighthouse — all  told, 
381  men,  women  and  children. 

The  children  think  that  their  River 
Lighthouse  is  Heaven.  The  blind  wom- 
en share  their  opinion,  and  the  men  seem 
to  think  that  it  is  the  very  best  country 
club  in  the  world. 

A  woman  wrote: 

"We  enjoyed  everything!  The  sys- 
tematic management  in  the  dining  room 
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THE  CAMP  FIRE  GIRLS. 

The  Camp  Fire  Girls  revel  in  the 
country,  pet  the  poseys,  start  farming, 
and  before  long,  if  we  follow  their  lead 
and  the  excellent  suggestions  of  Mr. 
Arthur  Williams,  we  will  have  a  model 
farm,  and  raise  our  own  chickens. 
N.  P). — This  is  prophetic! 

W'e  (iuote  from  a  letter  of  the  Guar- 


FUN  AT  THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE 
The  Scouts'  Curious  Way  of  Walking  Before  Breakfast 
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and  table  service  were  splendid.  Every- 
thing and  everywhere  seemed  full  of 
peace,  beauty  and  love.  We  have  been 
greatly  benefited  by  this  pleasant  vaca- 
tion and  shall  often  think  of  those  happy 
days." 

And  a  married  couple  : 
"Hoping  God  will  bless  all  those  con- 
nected with  the  New  York  Association 


for  the  Blind  for  the  good  work  they 
have  done,  and  hope  He  will  spare  and 
protect  them  that  they  will  be  able  to 
continue  the  same  good  work." 

And  a  blind  sailor : 

"In  grateful  appreciation  of  the  kind- 
ness shown  a  storm-tossed  mariner  by 
the  keepers  of  the  Light." 


dian  Angel,  alias  the  Guardian  of  the 
Fire,  of  the  Camp  Fire  Girls : 

THE  children's  LIGHT. 

"The  children  at  the  River  Lighthouse 
are  very  wonderful.  The  fresh  air  fills 
them  full  of  laughter  and  merriment. 
The  Camp  Fire  Girls  have  a  wonderful 
time." 
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FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  GUARDIAN  OF 
THE  FIRE. 

"The  Children's  Week  at  the  River 
Lighthouse  brings  one  of  the  happiest 
groups  imaginable.  This  past  summer 
the  Camp  Fire  Girls  spent  their  vacation 
at  Riverlight,  fifty-five  strong.  As  most 
of  the  children  had  been  camping  there 
before,  it  was  not  a  strange  pleasure.  The 
two  Cornwall  Camp  Fire  Girls  were  as 
ready  as  ever  to  make  our  stay  one  long, 
joyous  time.  They  entertained  us,  and 
we  in  turn  entertained  them  by  a  big 
ceremonial  meeting  around  a  'truly' 
camp  fire  tucked  in  among  the  trees ;  in 
fact,  most  every  day  found  some  of  them 
visiting  us. 

"One  of  our  good  friends  took  our 
children  for  auto  rides — which  I  hope 
he  enjoyed  half  as  much  as  we  did. 

"One  of  our  blind  girls  graduated 
from  school  in  June  and  her  mother  gave 
us  all  a  hay  ride  party  to  celebrate,  and 
how  the  children  enjoyed  it.  To  most 
of  them  it  was  an  entirely  new  experi- 
ence. We  climbed  hills,  picked  flowers 
and  were  as  free  as  air,  and  played  so 
hard  that  when  bedtime  came  we  were 
all  ready  to  sleep.  It  was  such  a  treat 
to  most  of  the  children  to  be  able  to  take 
a  bath  in  a  room  all  alone  and  in  a  big 
tub  that  to  get  hot  water  enough  for  our 
bathing  needs  we  had  to  have  bathing 
hours. 

"One  of  our  six-year-old  girls  had  the 
experience  of  feeling  a  horse.  She 
seemed  awed  and  said  in  a  whisper,  'I 
never  dreamed  a  horse  was  so  big.' " 

A   NOVEL  COMPLAINT. 

One  deaf,  blind  woman,  who  spent 
a  week  at  the  River  Lighthouse,  came 
into  the  Association  a  few  days  after  her 
visit  was  over  and  said  she  had  one  seri- 
ous complaint  to  make.  The  worker  to 
whom  she  spoke  waited  to  hear  of  some 
trouble,  but  Mrs.  G.'s  face  grew  merry 
as  she  said :  "The  only  trouble  with  our 
visit  was  that  it  was  three  weeks  too 
short!" 


THE  BOY  SCOUTS 

simply  won't  stop  talking  about  the  River 
Lighthouse  until  they  are  called  to  order. 
Here  is  a  letter  from  one  of  them: 

MY  HIKE  TO  CORNWALL. 

"Troop  115  went  on  a  one- week  hike 
to  Cornwall.  We  boarded  the  'Robert 
Fulton' ;  the  equipment  was  left  on  the 
lower  deck.  The  Scouts  went  all  over 
the  boat,  but  most  of  them  went  to  hear 
the  music.  The  'Robert  Fulton'  reached 
Cornwall,  having  stopped  at  Yonkers  and 
West  Point.  Jumping  out  with  our 
knapsacks,  twenty  minutes  later  found 
us  at  the  steps  of  the  River  Lighthouse. 
There  we  were  warmly  received  by  the 
Caretaker,  the  Waitress  and  the  Cook. 

"Rooms  assigned,  dinner  was  served. 
The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  play 
and  fun.  The  next  day  after  breakfast, 
knapsacks  were  packed,  leggings  tight- 
ened, and  off  we  started  on  an  eight-mile 
hike.  Up  and  down,  over  and  around 
rocks,  we  went,  through  swamp  and 
woods,  till  we  had  blisters  on  our  feet 
as  big  as  quarters.  We  reached  West 
Point  just  in  time  for  sandwiches,  lemon- 
ade, tomatoes,  apples  and  peanuts. 

"After  eating  we  watched  the  cadets 
on  inspection,  and  then  went  up  the  river 
for  a  swim.  That  day  we  hiked  about 
fourteen  miles.    .   .  . 

"On  Tuesday  we  went  for  a  long  hike. 
The  eats  were  cooked  and  late  in  the 
afternoon  some  boys  went  for  a  swim. 
In  crossing  one  of  the  fields  we  were 
chased  by  two  bulls.  They  no  doubt 
got  mad  because  one  of  the  boys  had  red 
hair,  and  red  doesn't  agree  with  them. 
We  got  off  unharmed,  but  could  not  go 
for  a  swim,  for  it  had  grown  too  late. 
No  supper  was  cooked  in  camp  that  eve- 
ning, for  a  kind  lady  had  invited  us  to 
eat  supper.  (Think  of  the  education  in 
blindness  to  this  hostess!)  When  night 
came  tents  were  not  pitched,  as  we  slept 
in  a  shanty. 

"The  next  day  a  fellow  got  hit  in  the 
eye  with  an  apple.  Nothing  of  account 
happened,  except  that  when  we  went  for 
a  swim  a  boy  buried  his  uniform  by  put- 
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ting  it  in  the  mud  and  sitting  on  it.  A 
show  he  was,  walking  along  covered  with 
mud ! 

"The  next  day  we  were  asked :  Who 
wanted  to  try  the  fire-lighting  test  ?  I 
and  about  ten  other  fellows  reported. 
Knapsacks  and  blankets  were  packed  as 
if  we  were  going  on  a  hundred-mile  hike. 
We  had  gym  work  before  going  on  the 
hike.  The  Scout  Master  put  one  over  on 
us.  We  walked  round  the  house,  down 
the  field,  and  then  we  were  ordered  to 


"The  Friday  was  the  day  for  going 
home,  but  nobody  liked  to  go  home  from 
the  River  Lighthouse. 

"We  reached  New  York  about  9 
o'clock,  having  just  returned  from  a  fine 
hike." 

BLIND  "see"  scenery. 

This  is  one  of  many  letters,  selected 
because  of  its  blunt  record  of  facts.  We 
have  quoted  before  from  a  more  poetic 
docvmient,  in  which   the  blind  boy  was 


IN  CAMP 
Lighthouse  Scouts 
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drop  our  knapsacks  and  start  to  encamp. 
A  hunt  for  flat  stones  to  cook  our  supper 
on  was  begun.  I  got  everything  going 
good.  I  had  plenty  of  wood,  but  was 
unable  to  light  the  wood  with  two 
matches,  because  the  wood  was  too  wet. 
I  did  not  go  without  supper,  for  the 
Scout  Master  made  mine.  We  had  a 
camp  fire  for  the  boys  in  the  house,  and 
watermelon  was  served.  Then  we  got 
ready  for  bed,  and  slept  until  the  sun 
was  high. 


inspired  by  the  scenery  and  the  views 
which  he  saw.  There  is  no  lack  of  truth 
in  the  records  of  the  blind  enjoying  the 
beauties  of  Nature.  We  all  know  that 
Helen  Keller,  though  deafness  is  added 
to  her  other  handicap,  enjoys  Niagara 
and  the  loveliness  of  mountains  and  trees. 
In  the  life  of  Fawcett,  the  blind  post- 
master of  England,  who  was  a  most  mat- 
ter of  fact  person,  we  know  that  he  used 
to  climb  hills  to  see  the  view,  and  never 
failed,  in  autumn,  to  hunt  out  a  spot 
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from  which  he  could  "see"  the  golden 
foliage. 

Our  seeing  blind  Scout  wrote : 
"Then  we  came  to  a  road  which  led  to 
a  mountain.  The  moon  shone  very 
bright.  It  was  a  beautiful  night  to  those 
who  could  see,  and  they  told  us,  and  we 
appreciated  the  beauty  of  it  with  them. 
There  was  a  view  of  the  Hudson  River 
all  illuminated,  a  few  boats  passing  by, 
but  one  could  scarcely  see  them,  as  they 
were  such  a  distance  awav.  When  we 
had  seen  all  the  sights,  we  started  to 
return  down  the  mountain." 

PLEASURES   AT   THE   RIVER  LIGHT. 

For  the  success  of  the  River  Light- 
house work  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  River  Lighthouse,  Mrs. 
Pulsifer,  to  Mr.  Arthur  William,  of  the 
Lighthouse  Fund  Committee,  and  to  va- 
rious friends  who  made  its  opening  in 
war-time  possible.  We  wish  to  empha- 
size the  fact  that  there  is  no  red  tape 
about  the  River  Lighthouse.  We  save 
every  penny  we  can,  but  never  at  the  ex- 
pense of  wholesome  food,  or  whatever  is 
necessary  for  the  comfort  of  our  friends. 
We  have  comfortable  chairs  for  the  se- 
date, and  swings  for  the  less  so,  under 
the  trees.  Our  musical  friends  rejoice 
in  an  organ,  though  a  bit  wheezy,  a  rea- 
sonably good  one ;  also  a  reasonably  good 
piano,  though  of  the  four-legged  variety, 
and  a  really  very  good  phonograph  with 
up-to-date  records.  We  are  deeply 
grateful  for  these  gifts  of  one  of  our 
understanding  friends. 

We  have  a  simple  little  library  in  tac- 
tile type,  especially  adapted  checker 
boards,  chess  boards,  cards,  and  other 
games,  a  typewriter  for  home  corre- 
spondence— we  would  like  a  few  more. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  RIVER 
LIGHT  COMMITTEE. 

Tlie  "Home"  was  perhaps  more  highly 
appreciated  this  past  season  than  ever 
before,  for  in  the  early  part  of  the  sum- 
mer it  seemed  as  if  it  might  not  be  pos- 
sible to  open  it,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
funds.  The  friends  who  realize  so  keenly 
what  the  River  Lighthouse  means  to 


those  who  wait  an  entire  year  to  have 
a  week  of  rest  and  happiness  there,  re- 
sponded generously  to  the  urgent  appeals, 
and  the  house  was  opened  on  June  23d. 

Though  the  opening  was  late,  the  num- 
ber of  guests  for  the  season  was  only 
slightly  less  than  in  1914.  this  year  there 
being  381. 

Our  ever-devoted  "friend"  again  this 
year  added  much  to  the  happiness  of  the 
guests  and  the  comfort  of  all  by  enlarg- 
ing the  dining  room,  extending  the  porch, 
adding  piazza  furniture  and  providing 
auto  trips  and  excursions.  All  this  with 
the  many  donations  of  fruit,  vegetables, 
flowers,  ice-cream,  drives,  etc.,  made  the 
various  parties  feel  that  the  "Home"  was 
never  more  enjoyable  than  during  the 
surnmer  of  1915.  The  Committee  wishes 
to  express  its  appreciation  of  the  pains- 
taking and  efficient  services  of  the  Super- 
intendent, Miss  Mary  Lyon. 

Mrs.  N.  T.  Pulsifer, 

Chairman. 

OTHER  fresh-air  WORK. 

In  addition  to  the  River  Lighthouse, 
the  Lighthouse  is  responsible  for  vaca- 
tions at  White  Plains.  Some  of  our  col- 
ored friends  were  also  much  gratified 
by  an  outing  at  Silver  Lake.  Outings 
were  also  made,  and  very  much  enjoyed, 
at  Xyack. 

blind  cheer  other  guests. 
The  Superintendent  of  a  Home  where 
we  sent  one  of  our  parties  writes : 

"One  of  the  most  delightful  weeks  at 
Silver  Lake,  White  Plains,  this  year  was 
the  week  of  the  blind  party.  The  cheer- 
fulness and  appreciation  brought  much 
sunshine  not  only  to  the  management,  but 
to  the  other  guests  of  the  Home.  They 
are  a  very  worthy  and  grateful  set  of 
Christian  ladies,  and  it  is  always  a  pleas- 
ure to  have  them  with  us." 

almshouses. 
We  are  as  much  gratified  as  our 
friends  that  our  ministries  in  the  Alms- 
houses have  increased  during  the  year. 
We  have  often  taught  there  the  aged  and 
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infirm,  who  needed  the  shelter  and  hos- 
pitality which  the  government  affords. 
We  have  given  many  entertainments  to 
these  friendless  blind.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  have  found  light  through  work, 
through  the  rays  of  the  Lighthouse. 
Weekly  instruction  is  given  for  men  in 
the  making  of  baskets,  in  caning  chairs, 
and  other  branches  of  industry,  when  de- 
sired. Classes  are  also  held  for  women 
who  have  been  taught  sewing,  crochet, 
etc. 

We  are  deeply  appreciative  of  the  cor- 
dial co-operation  extended  to  our  teach- 
ers and  stafif  by  the  directors  and  staffs 
of  the  Almshouses.  The  Association 
finds  that  gifts  of  tobacco  and  pipes  are 
especially  appreciated  by  the  men. 
Sweets,  delicacies  and  materials  for 
work  are  eagerly  accepted  by  the  women. 
Special  donations  for  these  purposes  are 
always  welcomed  at  the  Lighthouse. 

WHAT  WE  HAVE  ACCOMPLISHED. 

This  year  our  work,  despite  the  very 
real  financial  difficulties  owing  to  the 
war,  has  increased  in  all  departments, 
our  figures  make  a  better  showing  in 
every  branch,  excepting  at  the  River 
Lighthouse.  Here  we  had  sixty  guests 
less  than  last  year.  This  was  due  to  en- 
forced economy,  which  caused  us  to 
shorten  our  summer  season. 

We  had  only  614  new  cases  of  blind- 
ness recorded  this  year,  which  was  140 
less  than  the  previous  year.  This  is  very 
probably  a  tribute  to  the  extraordinarily 
thorough  census  work  which  we  have 
accomphshed.  We  feel  pretty  sure  that 
there  can  be  only  left  a  very  few  dark 
corners  to  which  the  Lighthouse  rays 
have  not  penetrated.  We  believe  that  we 
can  now  find  as  our  friends  the  formerly 
forgotten  and  friendless  blind. 

LOOK  FIRST  AT  THIS  PICTURE. 

When  the  Association  took  up  its 
work,  the  only  independent  occupation 
offered  to  the  blind  was  in  the  pioneer 
workshop  for  them  at  Brooklyn.  The 
only  list  that  was  given  to  us  had  about 
five  hundred  living  blind  people  on  it. 


THEN  AT  THIS  ONE. 

As  against  this  we  now  report  having 
found  in  Greater  New  York  alone  3,120 
blind,  and  in  all  8,314.  No  blind  person 
has  applied  to  us  who  has  not  been 
shown  a  bright  possible  horizon  and  bet- 
ter conditions,  and,  usually,  means  of 
self-help.  The  case  of  the  lonely,  penni- 
less blind  man  or  woman  without  a  guid- 
ing hand  is  a  desperate  one.  Our  rec- 
ords contain  a  number  of  cases  of  self- 
respecting  men  and  women,  who,  on  ac- 
count of  sudden  blindness  and  helpless- 
ness, have  done  away  with  themselves. 

A  young  boy  of  about  twenty  became 
suddenly  blind.  He  groped  his  way  for 
many  days,  seeking  employment.  He  was 
too  proud  to  accept  charity  and  would 
not  beg.  After  a  few  weeks  of  this 
weary  seeking  he  shot  himself.  If  he 
had  found  the  Lighthouse  he  would  prob- 
ably now  be  a  helpful  wage-earner. 

A  young  girl,  proud  and  self-support- 
ing, was  stricken  blind.  Her  savings 
went  in  a  vain  effort  to  recover  the  van- 
ished sight.  When  her  doom  seemed 
sealed,  she  made  unsuccessful  eflforts  to 
kill  herself.  The  Lighthouse  found  her 
in  this  desperate  state.  Thanks  to  our 
ministrations  she  is  now  partially  self- 
supporting  and  useful. 

WHAT  CANNOT  BE   PAID  FOR. 

It  is  impossible  to  pay  for  the  kind  of 
service  that  the  Lighthouse  Keepers  give. 
If  it  could  be  paid  for  or  bought,  it  would 
not  be  worth  while.  It  is  impossible  'for 
us  sufficiently  to  thank  our  generous  co- 
operators,  who  give  their  time,  regard- 
less of  any  compensation,  in  order  that 
the  work  shall  be  done.  Among  these 
we  may  signal  out  Dr.  Alger  and  his 
generous  co-operator,  who  has  assisted 
him  at  the  Clinic,  Dr.  Robinsky,  and  the 
numerous  individuals  and  organizations 
to  whom  we  are  beholden. 

THE  STAFF. 

Though,  theoretically,  we  have  our 
working  day,  actually,  there  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Lighthouse  Crew  who 
would  not  rather  do  an  extra  job,  if 
necessary.    (I   have   selected   the  true 
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word),  than  go  home  at  the  appointed 
time.  Whenever  we  have  special  sight- 
saving  or  life-saving  work  to  do,  or  some 
other  demand  requires  an  extra  output 
of  strength,  the  whole  crew  turns  to  and 
pulls  with  all  its  might. 

Think  of  it!  For  every  dollar  that 
you  give  to  us,  these  expert  men  and 
women  give  to  you  their  knowledge  and 
their  vital  forces  without  stinting,  so 
that  it  is  perfectly  true  that  you  gain  at 
least  75  per  cent,  on  your  investment  in 
the  Lighthouse. 

WHAT  WE  NEED. 

We  must  have  the  necessary  plant  and 
tools  in  order  to  do  the  best  work.  We 
want  a  new  building  for  a  model  Clinic, 
where  progressive  guage  work  can  be 
carried  on  for  the  convalescent  or  the 
temporarily  hospital-bound  blind.  Natur- 
ally, until  we  have  such  a  place  we  can- 
not save  all  the  sight  which  is  savable, 
and  we  must  lose  some  eyes  which,  under 
different  conditions,  could  be  preserved 
Think  what  that  may  mean  to  the  own- 
ers of  these  eyes ! 

We  want  a  model  Tuning  School.  This 
would  make  New  York  a  center  for  this 
practical  and  highly  remunerative  work 
for  the  blind. 

We  want  a  fund  to  keep  our  Swim- 
ming Pool  open.  Our  doctors  and  ocu- 
lists say  that  the  use  of  the  Swimming 
Pool  with,  of  course,  the  carefvil  super- 
vision of  the  doctor,  would  do  much  to 
strengthen  our  workers,  and  in  some 
cases  to  preserve  failing  sight.  The 
model  equipments  for  the  blind,  here  and 
abroad,  have  swimming  pools  for  their 
use. 


We  need  an  organ.  Our  equipment  is 
grossly  lacking  until  we  have  a  good  or- 
gan, to  paint  tone  pictures  for  the  blind, 
and  on  which  to  train  blind  organists. 

We  want  good  pianos.  Our  present 
five  should  be  delegated  to  "The  Old 
Curiosity  Shop." 

We  want  anything  that  you  can  give 
us.  On  page  XIV  you  will  see  how  you 
can  help  us. 

c;iVE   us   TWO    MINUTES   FOR   THE  BLIND 
NOW. 

This  Report  will  not  have  been  written 
in  vain  if  you  will  give  us  only  two  min- 
utes after  you  have  finished  it.  For  that 
space  of  time,  close  your  eyes  and  think 
what  it  would  mean  to  you  to  be  blind, 
friendless,  and  without  money.  What 
could  you  do?  What  would  it  mean  if, 
in  your  hopeless  despair,  the  Lighthouse 
found  you  and  told  you  and  taught  you 
what  you  could  do  to  keep  you  sane,  put 
vou  again  in  touch  with  the  seeing  world, 
so  that  you  could  learn  to  make  your  fin- 
gers carry  out  the  wishes  of  your  brain, 
could  again  take  part  in  the  work  and 
play  of  that  world?  Keep  your  eyes 
closed,  and  ask  yourself  the  question :  Is 
there  anything  more  tragic  in  this  world 
than  an  active  brain  imprisoned  by  unre- 
lieved blindness  ? 

Then  open  your  eyes  and  find  your 
cheque  book  and  write  us  out  a  far 
bigger  cheque  than  your  family  think  you 
can  "really  afford,"  and  send  it  to  us,  to 
give  to  the  blind  succor  and  light  through 
work. 

Winifred  Holt. 
Paris,  December,  191. S. 
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SIGHT-SAVING  COMMITTEE. 


The  activities  of  the  Sight-Saving 
Committee  during  the  year  may  be  in- 
cluded under  several  heads. 

THE  CLINIC. 

This  was  started  several  years  ago 
in  the  interest  of  our  own  blind. 
Many  of  them  need  regular  treatment 
to  relieve  pain  or  preserve  remains  of 
sight  which  are,  perhaps,  useless  from 
the  economic  point  of  view,  but  are, 
nevertheless,  a  vast  comfort  to  the  pos- 
sessors. Even  to  be  merely  conscious  of 
sunlight  is  a  much  happier  fate  than  to 
live  in  a  black  world,  and  our  blind  cling 
to  their  little  remnant  of  sight  and  hope 
against  hope  for  some  new  operation  or 
some  new  drug.  It  requires  not  a  little 
tact,  sympathy  and  patience  to  avoid 
wrecking  these  hopes,  with  their  load  of 
mental  comfort,  and  at  the  same  time 
protect  our  charges  from  the  numerous 
fakirs  who  make  a  business  of  holding 
out  straws  to  the  drowning.  Occasionally 
we  meet  with  people  for  years  supposed 
to  be  hopelessly  blind,  for  whom  some 
advance  in  medicine  and  surgery  has 
made  possible  the  restoration  of  useful 
vision.  Our  Clinic  also  makes  possible 
the  more  intelligent  employment  of  the 
blind,  since  it  enables  us  to  determine  just 
how  much  sight  a  man  has,  whether  he  is 
likely  to  get  better  or  worse,  and  in  other 
ways  help  to  determine  the  direction  in 
which  he  should  be  trained. 

There  is  a  sadder  and  more  disagree- 
able side  to  our  clinic  work.  Times  are 
very  hard,  and  work  is  very  scarce,  and 
we  often  see  persons  who,  in  their  des- 
peration, try  to  exaggerate  their  visual 
defects  so  as  to  be  enrolled  among  our 
charges. 

It  is  no  pleasure  to  be  able  to  convince 
some  old  widow  that  she  is  not  becoming 
blind,  but  merely  needs  glasses.  She 
often  needs  help  just  as  much  as  any 
blind  person,  but  our  money  will  not  go 
around  even  among  our  own  in  these 
times,  and  we  have  to  put  her  in  the  long 
line  of  derelicts  who  could  be  put  to 
some  social  use  if  any  one  had  the  intel- 


ligence and  patience  to  find  something 
that  she  could  do. 

We  are  coming  to  recognize  more  and 
more  the  right  of  the  child  to  be  well 
born.  This  is  a  truism  as  applied  to 
epilepsy  and  idiocy,  and  yet  few  are 
aware  perhaps  what  an  important  fact 
heredity  is  in  diseases  of  the  eye.  In 
such  diseases  as  congenital  cataract,  reti- 
nitis pigmentosa,  night  blindness  and 
albinism,  the  element  of  heredity  is  so 
well  marked  that  there  is  a  tremendous 
probability  that  the  children  of  an  af- 
fected parent  will  be  blind  or  practically 
blind.  The  element  of  consanguinity  of 
parents  is  also  a  very  important  one  be- 
cause it  offers  a  double  chance  of  the 
child's  inheriting  any  family  peculiarity. 
One  does  not  realize  how  frequent  these 
conditions  are  except  in  an  institution  for 
the  blind,  where  are  collected,  as  in  an 
eddy,  this  heredity  flotsam,  children  lack- 
ing one  or  both  eyes,  or  some  part  of  an 
eye :  children  with  microphthalmus,  or 
macrophthalmus,  and  all  sorts  of  hideous 
congenital  defects.  To  a  less  extent  we 
are  now  beginning  to  trace  the  element  of 
heredity  in  such  conditions  as  color  blind- 
ness, glaucoma  and  cataract. 

PROBLEMS  OF  BLIND  CHILDREN. 

Our  work  among  the  blind  children  in 
public  schools  has  continued  during  the 
year,  and  several  things  have  impressed 
us  with  more  and  more  force.  There 
seem  to  be,  particularly  among  the  chil- 
dren whose  blindness  is  due  to  hereditary 
defect,  many  whose  mentality  is  far 
below  par.  They  should  be  separated 
from  the  rest.  They  must  increase  the 
task  of  the  teacher  vastly  because  they 
hold  a  whole  class  back.  Another  prob- 
lem is  the  attitude  of  parents.  Fre- 
quently children  with  defects  like  catar- 
act, who  might  be  given  useful  sight  with 
comparatively  slight  risk,  are  allowed  to 
grow  up  as  social  burdens  because  par- 
ents refuse  to  have  anything  done.  It  is 
no  easy  thing  to  say  whether  and  just 
how  far  society  shall  come  between  par- 
ent and  child.    It  has  obvious  and  great 
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dangers,  but  some  solution  must  be  at- 
tempted not  only  in  our  field  but  in  many 
others. 

LIGHTHOUSE  LI'XTURES. 

Our  committee  prepared  a  series  of 
five  illustrated  lectures  on  various  phases 
of  sight-saving  which  are  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  report.  This  year  we  hope 
to  begin  an  entirely  new  series  at  the 
Lighthouse,  and  we  have  also  arranged 
to  have  the  last  year's  subjects  presented 
in  some  of  the  other  boroughs. 
OUR  "far  flumg"  leaflets 

Our  committee  not  only  distributed 
many  books  and  pamphlets  on  Sight- 
Saving,  but  prepared  a  number  of  its 
own.  One  of  these  on  Eyesight  and 
Electric  Light  seemed  so  timely  and  use- 
ful that  one  of  our  great  lighting  corpor- 
ations requested  permission  to  reprint 
and  distribute  it,  which  they  have  done  to 
the  extent  of  many  thousands. 

As  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  the 
influence  of  this  kind  of  work  we  recently 
received  a  request  from  away  ofif  in 
Upper  Egypt  from  a  man  who  had  seen 
this  pamphlet,  for  as  many  of  our  publi- 
cations as  we  were  willing  to  send. 

We  had  also  prepared  for  one  of  our 
large  life  insurance  companies  a  pam- 
phlet on  care  of  the  eyes  for  use  among 
its  policyholders,  who  number  many  hun- 
dred thousand  and  are  scattered  all  over 
the  United  States. 

THE  PARTLY  BLIND 

Ever  since  it  came  into  existence  the 
committee  has  been  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  an  entirely  unsuspected  num- 
ber of  people  in  this  world  are  partly 
blind  without  ever  knowing  it  themselves. 
This  is  true  among  school  children,  as  we 
know  from  our  own  experience.  Sociol- 
ogists and  educators  are  gradually  be- 
coming conscious  of  the  fact  that  from 
the  educational  standpoint  examination 
of  eyes  is  far  more  important  than  the 
patient  search  for  round  shoulders  and 


fiat  feet  and  skin  diseases  and  vermin 
which,  in  many  cases,  constitute  the  med- 
ical inspection  of  schools.  It  is  being 
found  all  over  the  country  that  from  20 
to  30  per  cent,  of  school  children  have 
vision  so  defective  that  they  suffer  from 
eye  strain  and  are  unable  to  do  them- 
selves or  their  teachers  justice.  It  costs 
now  ten  times  as  much  to  educate  a  blind 
child  as  a  sighted  one,  and  the  social  bill 
for  backward  children  is  a  large  one, 
even  from  the  point  of  educational  cost. 
There  is  nothing  more  pathetic  than  the 
intelligent  boy  or  girl  who  has  gotten  into 
some  blind  alley  because  through  defec- 
tive sight  neither  he  nor  she  could  hold 
their  own  in  school.  Too  many  people 
earn  half-pay  or  no  pay  at  all,  or 
work  at  inferior  jobs,  because  having 
eyes  they  see  not  as  they  might  see  with 
intelligent  advice.  We  want  to  do  our 
share  towards  the  solution  of  this  prob- 
lem, the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
which  only  yet  is  even  partly  realized.  It 
calls  for  the  greatest  judgment  and  san- 
ity. There  are  extremists  who,  if  they 
had  their  way.  would  put  eyeglasses  on 
every  school  child. 

CRYING  NEED  FOR  A  SMALL  HOSPITAL 
FOR  OUR  CLINIC. 

When  our  building  was  constructed 
no  provision  for  an  eye  clinic  was  in- 
cluded in  the  plans,  and  our  work  has 
been  done  in  a  room  totally  unsuited  for 
the  purpose. 

We  need  a  consultation  room,  not 
large,  but  compact.  We  need  a  few  beds 
for  the  observation  of  complicated  cases, 
for  treatment  or  operation  of  patients  in 
whom  we  are  specially  interested,  and 
particularly  we  need  accommodation  for 
the  numerous  children  with  inflammatory 
eye  diseases  which  do  so  much  unneces- 
sarv  damaee  when  treated  at  home. 

We  really  need  a  small  hospital ;  we 
could  use  it. 

Ellice  M.  Alger,  M.D. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


The  Association  again  wishes  to  re- 
cord its  deep  indebtedness  to  Dr.  EUicc 
M.  Alger  for  his  splendid  and  constant 
work  in  our  clinic,  and  to  Dr.  Rovinsky, 
to  Dr.  Charles  I)enison,  to  Dr.  Alec 
Nicoll  Thomson  and  to  Dr.  G.  M.  Good- 
win, who  have  visited  the  blind  in  their 
homes  or  have  made  special  appoint- 
ments, and  to  Dr.  Thompson  of  Corn- 
wall for  his  visits  to  Riverlight  guests. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  Mrs.  Gardner 
Millett  and  to  Mrs.  Julius  J.  Mack  for 
their  continued  help,  Miss  Alice  Riggs 
Hunt  for  her  talks  on  current  events, 
Miss  Mary  Thomas  for  her  co-operation 
in  the  Camp  Fire  Group,  to  Mr.  Syb 
Owens  for  arranging  musical  entertain- 
ments, Mr.  Walter  Ernst  for  legal  serv- 
ices, Mr.  Douglas  Henry  for  his  assist- 
ance in  the  Clipping  Bureau,  and  to  the 
following  co-operators :  Miss  Bacon, 
Mrs.  Barbour,  Miss  Brinkerhof,  Miss  E. 
Bryan,  Miss  I.  Doll,  Miss  Howson,  Miss 
Kerr,  Miss  Latham,  Miss  Ling,  Miss  F. 


J.  Meade,  Mrs.  H.  Rogers,  Mrs.  C.  T. 
Sauer,  Miss  F.  Trow,  Miss  Kate  Schwie- 
tering  and  Miss  I.  Willis. 

The  Association  is  greatly  indebted  to 
managers  and  donors  of  tickets  for  the 
Ticket  Bureau  and  to  the  following  or- 
ganizations for  effective  co-operation : 

The  Burke  Foundation,  the  New  York 
Association  for  Improving  the  Condition 
of  the  Poor,  the  Brooklyn  Association 
for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Poor,  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities, 
the  Charity  Organization  Society,  the 
Department  of  Education,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Charities,  the  Flower 
Mission,  the  National  Fruit  and  Flower 
Guild,  the  New  York  Association  of 
Working  Girls'  Societies,  the  New  York 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  the 
State  Charities  Aid  Association,  the 
United  Hebrew  Charities,  the  United 
Jewish  Aid  Societies,  and  the  Vacation 
Savings  Fund. 


Miss  M.  J.  Achelis 
Mrs.  A.  D.  Adams 
Anonymous 
Mrs.  Anspach 
Mr.  R.  Arcularius 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Austin 
Miss  Beach 
Mr.  V.  Bernstein 
Mrs.  Bigelow 
Mr.  E.  Bigelow 
Mrs.  Bradley 
Mrs.  Bryan 
Mrs.  Bullowa 
Mr.  Bullowa 
Mr.  E.  E.  M.  Bullowa 
Camp  Fire  Girls,  Hasbroucl< 
N.  J. 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Carleton 
Mrs.  Carreau 
Mr.  R.  V.  Cautley 
Miss  Conabeer 
Miss  Content 
Mrs.  Cortley 
Miss  Cummings 
Miss  DeFrancis 
Mr.  J.  S.  Eakin 
Mrs.  Eames 
Mrs.  Eastburn 
Mrs.  Eastpoint 
Mr.  J.  S.  Elkin 
Mrs.  N.  L.  Eisner 
Mrs.  Fahd 
Mrs.  H.  Finlay 


DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING. 

Mrs.  C.  Fiske 

Mrs.  Abe  Frankenburg 

Mr.  Fraser 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Freeman 

Mrs.  E.  Friedman 

A  Friend  (245  East  60th  Street) 

A  Friend  (245  East  60th  Street) 

A  Friend 

A  Friend 

A  Friend 

A  Friend 

A  Friend  (through  Mrs.  Eames) 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
Heights.  A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 
A  Friend 

A  Friend  (through  Mr.  Steimmig) 

Mrs.  Gardiner 

Mrs.  Gardiner 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Gates 

Mr.  A.  Georg 

Mr.  Gorse 

Mrs.  J.  W.  DuBois  Gould 


Mrs.  C.  Graham 

im.  C  Oraaaiii 

Mrs.  Grant 

Mrs.  E.  Gruening 

Miss  J.  Hagadom 

Mrs.  Haines 

Mrs.  Hanford 

Miss  Hanford 

Mrs.  E.  Hanford 

Mrs.  M.  N.  Hanford 

Mr.  B.  Harris 

Mr.  Duncan  G.  Harris 

Mrs.  Hartman 

Mrs.  Haskell 

Mr.  J.  W.  Hauser 

Mr.  J.  H.  Heath 

Miss  L.  S.  Heilner 

Mrs.  Herts 

Mr.  Adolph  Hirsch 

Miss  Hirst 

Mr.  R.  Holt 

Mr.  M.  A.  Hoyt 

Miss  Hunt 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Hunt 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Jewett 

Miss  F.  Jacobs 

Mrs.  Meyer  Katz 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Keating 

Master  F.  S.  Keating 

Miss  Katie  Kreisworth 

Mr.  Allen  Kelly 

Miss  Krowl 

Mr.  A.  K.  Kuhn 
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Mrs.  James  Lake 

Miss  Latham 

Mrs.  Lathers 

Mr.  C.  Louis 

Mr.  H.  J.  Louis 

Dr.  L  Louis 

Miss  Louis 

Hon.  Seth  Low 

Mrs.  Lund 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Mack 

Miss  Magruder 

Miss  Mary  McGuire 

Mrs.  C.  McKay 

Mr.  C.  S.  McKay 

Mrs.  A.  C.  McKean 

Mrs.  A.  McLane 

Mrs.  Shelton  E.  Martin 

Mr.  J.  Mendel 

Miss  Katharine  Meyers 

Miss  Milner 

Mrs.  Mitler 

Mrs.  Naumberg 

Mrs.  Nold 


Mrs.  Pasterfield 
Mrs.  Patrick 
Miss  Alice  Patrick 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Patrick 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Patrick 
Mrs.  Prince 
Miss  R.  A.  Prout 
Dr.  J.  T.  Prudden 
Mrs.  Rawls 

Mr.  S.  Reins  (through  Miss  Louis) 

Miss  D.  F.  Rogers 

Mrs.  Rollwagen 

Mrs.  Rutter 

Mrs.  Schweizer 

Mrs.  Charles  Seasongood 

Mrs.  Shayne 

Miss  M.  Sheahan 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Simon 

Mrs.  Milton  Simons 

Mrs.  B.  D.  Smith 

Mrs.  Munroe  Smith 

Miss  Sone 

Mrs.  Southwick 


Mrs.  E.  H.  Stanford 
Mr.  R.  Steimmig 
Mrs.  A.  Stream 
Mrs.  C.  K.  Thomas 
Mr.  Townsend 
Mrs.  Trautman 
Tuckahoe  (No  Name) 
Mrs.  S.  T.  Underhill 
Mrs.  E.  Vredenburg 
Mrs.  G.  Vietor 
Mrs.  John  Vietor 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Villard 
Mrs.  F.  N.  Walker 
Mr.  G.  E.  Weed 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Weston 
Mrs.  Williams 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Williams 
Miss  A.  Wolfe 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Wood 
Mrs.  Woods 
Miss  Youle 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Zorn 


DONATIONS  IN  KIND. 


Anonymous, 

12  lbs.  of  Huyler's  cocoa  for  Shop. 
Anonymous, 

2  large  boxes  of  worsted. 
Aeolian  Company, 

Piano. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Anderson, 

Edison  Phonograph. 
Miss  Beach 

Pieces. 
Miss  E.  Becker, 

1  pair  dumb-bells. 
Miss  Bendelari, 

Piano. 
Mrs.  Bennett, 

Skeins  of  silk. 
Mr.  Birge, 

Books  in  Moon  type. 
Mrs.  S.  Bloom, 

Raffia. 
Miss  Brander, 

Flowers. 

Mr.  George  Brightson  (through  Mrs.  Webb), 

Sonora  Victor. 
Miss  E.  Fisher  Clarke, 

Box  of  laces,  etc. 
Miss  Amelia  Ceruti, 

3  pincushions. 
Miss  Angelica  Church, 

Glue. 
Miss  Content, 

Candy. 
Mrs.  G.  Cope, 

Silk  pieces. 
Mr.  Cowing, 

Pieces. 
Miss  Davidson, 

Slate,  checker  board,  writing  board. 
Mrs.  DeWitt  Davidson, 

Dolls. 
Mrs.  Denison, 

Canes. 
Mrs.  Eames, 

Pieces. 
Mr.  Arthur  Williams, 

Heater. 
Mrs.  G.  Eisler, 

Pieces. 


Mr.  C.  J.  Fisk, 

Large  crate  of  eggs. 
Mr.  M.  L.  Force, 

Flowers. 
Through  Mr.  John  Eraser, 

Sewing  Machine. 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Freeman, 

Material  for  rugs. 
A  Friend  (through  Mrs.  Eames), 

Pieces. 
A  Friend, 

Pieces. 
A  Friend, 

Twine,  looms,  frames,  etc. 
Mrs.  Le  Roy  Frost, 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  Le  Roy  Frost  and  Friends, 

Victrola  and  records. 
Mrs.  Frost, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Gale, 

Piano. 

Mr.  J.  W.  DuBois  Gould, 

Delicacies. 
Mrs.  V.  Guinzburg, 

Flowers. 
Miss  J.  Hagadorn, 

Peg  board. 

Hardman,   Peck  &  Co.    (through   Mr.  Heinrich 
Meyn), 

Square  piano. 
Mrs.  Harrison, 

Furniture,    clothes,    etc.  ;    help    for  several 
families. 
Mr.  Haviland, 

Flowers. 
Mr.  S.  Herrmann, 

Pieces. 
Miss  Howard, 

Cake. 
Mrs.  M.  Hutter, 

1  dozen  packages  of  needles. 
Mr.  G.  T.  Jackson, 

Roller  skates. 
Jewish  Temple, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  Kridel, 

Toys. 
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Mr.  E.  Kurth, 

Braille  Book. 
Ladies'  Society  of  Westchester,  Conn,  (through 
Mrs.  Corwin), 

3  comfortables  and  dolls. 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Lapham, 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  J.  Levy, 

Tobacco. 
Loew's  Restaurant, 

Hemp. 
Mrs.  G.  D.  Lord, 

Desks,  tables. 
Mrs.  Loring, 

Pieces. 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Mack, 

Sandwiches,  spoons,  trays. 
Miss  Magruder, 

Picture,  table  covers. 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Mastick, 

Flowers. 

National  Plant,  Fruit  and  Flower  Guild, 

Plants. 
Mr.  Polhemus, 

Toys. 

Mr.  Randolph  (through  Mrs.  Webb), 

Barrel  of  apples. 
Master  John  Reinthal, 

2  comfortables. 
Miss  Rhoades, 

Candy. 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Roberts, 

Flowers. 
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Mrs.  P.  A.  Rockefeller, 

Flowers  and  Vegetables. 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Roe, 

Silk  pieces. 
Through  Mrs.  Roe, 

Pieces. 
Miss  Schlindwein, 

Pieces. 
Miss  C.  Schumann, 

Candy. 

Mr.  Schwab  (Bloomingdale  Brothers), 

Ice  cream  and  paper  boxes. 
Mrs.  Seabury, 

Flowers. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Simon, 

Toys,  etc. 

Mrs.  Spier  (through  Mrs.  L.  Newman), 

Shredded  wheat  and  candy. 
The  Singer  Company, 

2  sewing  machines. 
Temple  Israel  (through  Mrs.  Heinman), 

Bag  of  pieces. 
Miss  Thomas, 

Flowers. 
Mr.  F.  D.  Waterman, 

Oranges. 

Mrs.  Webb, 

Apples,    pies,    refreshments    for  entertain 
ments  :  plated  ware. 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Williams, 

Pieces. 


TWO  PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

ON 

The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

PRESIDENT  WILSON 
sent  his  photograph  inscribed  for  the  Lamp  Room  of  The  Lighthouse 
"With  sincerest  sympathy  for  a  great  work.     Woodroiv  Wilson." 

EX-PRESIDENT  TAFT 
laid  tlie  corner-stone  of  The  Lighthouse,  and  said  in  part  : 

"I  am  glad  to  lend  my  voice  in  aid  of  and  in  praise  of  the  work 
which  has  been  done.  This  Association  has  directed  its  attention  to  the 
prevention  of  blindness,  but  it  needed  the  earnest  initiation  of  the  move- 
ment, which  has  resulted  in  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  to 
bring  out  the  most  intelligent  efiforts  towards  the  amelioration  of  the 
cruel  fate  of  those  who  live  in  eternal  night. 

"May  the  good  and  generous  people  of  New  York  add  to  their  list  of 
contributions  substantial  sums  for  the  carrying  forward  of  this  great 
movement." 
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SEEING  WITH  TEN  EYES 
Young  blind  sculptors  "looking"  at  the  flowers  in  their  Lighthouse  Roof  Garden.  Some 
the  work  is  shown  in  a  later  photograph 

NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION   FOR  THE  BLIND 


EDITORIALS  ABOUT  THE  ASSOCIATION'S  WORK 


NEEDS    OF    THE  BLIND 

"One  of  the  regrettable  features  of  the  present  financial  depression  is  the 
falling  off  in  contributions  to  specialized  philanthropies  and  the  consequent  cur- 
tailment of  their  work.  The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  reports  that, 
though  its  field  of  work  has  been  augmented  because  of  numerous  refugees  from 
the  war  zone  who  have  come  to  it  seeking  assistance,  its  funds  have  diminished. 
Classes  have  been  closed  and  work  has  had  to  be  denied  to  those  who  have 
sought  it.  It  is  a  pity  that  this  splendid  organization  has  to  be  thus  hampered  in 
its  service  to  one  of  the  most  helpless  classes  of  unfortunates.  Unless  they  are 
taught  to  help  themselves  the  blind  are  hopeless.  The  Lighthouse  gives  them 
hope  by  teaching  them  to  work,  and  helping  them  to  understand  and  take  part 
in  the  pleasures  of  life.  To  see  the  results  of  this  work  is  to  sympathize  with  it 
and  desire  to  help  it.  It  would  be  a  fine  thing  if  many  people  able  to  give  sub- 
stantial help  to  others  would  visit  the  Lighthouse  and  see  for  themselves  what 
is  being  done  for  the  blind.  After  such  a  visit  there  would  be  a  generous  re- 
sponse to  the  Association's  appeal  for  contributions." 

From  the  New  York  Tribune,  February  22,  1915. 

HELP  THE  BLIND 

"The  demands  of  charity  never  have  been  greater  or  more  varied  than  dur- 
ing the  present  winter.  New  York's  purse  is  being  taxed  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  needy  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  with  their  accustomed  generosity  our 
citizens  are  trying  to  see  that  no  worthy  appeal  goes  unanswered.  For  those 
who  wish  to  aid  a  cause  that  is  especially  commendable,  attention  is  called  to 
The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind.  Through  its  President,  Joseph  H. 
Choate,  the  Association  is  making  an  urgent  appeal  for  funds  to  carry  on  its 
classes  for  wage  earners.  Unless  money  is  forthcoming  it  will  be  necessary  to 
discontinue  them,  thus  throwing  out  of  employment  blind  teachers  and  workers. 
Idleness  for  the  healthy  is  bad  enough,  but  idleness  for  the  blind  is  immeasur- 
ably worse.  Mr.  Choate  eloquently  states  the  case  in  a  few  words  when  he  says : 
'We  appeal  to  the  public  in  war  time  to  give  us  the  money  to  help  the  blind  to 
fight  their  battles  in  the  dark.'  It  is  an  appeal  that  should  meet  with  a  prompt 
and  liberal  response." 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Globe,  February  9,  1915. 

"The  tragedy  of  being  out  of  work  can  seldom  seem  so  heart-moving  as  in 
the  cases  brought  to  public  notice  by  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
For  a  blind  person  to  have  been  aided  to  some  form  of  industry  in  which  he 
can  at  least  partially  earn  a  livelihood,  while  certainly  finding  contentment,  and 
then  to  have  the  props  cut  from  under  him  suddenly,  is  a  cruel  experience.  The 
hunt  for  work  is  pathetic  enough,  even  for  the  able-bodied ;  for  a  blind  man,  it 
is  hopeless  from  the  start.  Yet  the  Light  House  in  East  Fifty-ninth  Street  has 
been  compelled,  through  lack  of  funds,  to  throw  back  into  unemployment  many 
of  the  blind  whom  it  had  taught  and  had  kept  at  work.  Such  a  situation  needs 
no  words  in  order  to  heighten  its  appeal.  The  war  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
extinguish  this  chance  for  a  peculiarly  unfortunate  class.  Their  work  could  go 
on  if  only  the  contributions  which  have  been  made  to  sustain  it  are  not  dried  up. 
The  Light  House  is  at  ill  East  Fifty-ninth  Street,  where  any  one  interested  may 
receive  full  information  about  the  pressing  need  of  money  in  caring  for  the  blind 
of  New  York  city. 

From  the  Evening  Post,  February  16,  1915. 


LIGHTHOUSE  No.  1 


OFFICES,  SALESROOM,  lNFORAL\TION  AND  LECTURE  BUREAU, 
TRAINING  STATION,  ETC. 
Ill  EAST  59th  STREET  Phone,  Phiza  3370-71 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 
"What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind,"  by  Helen  Keller.    (Reprinted  by  blind  printers 

from  the  World's  Work.) 

"To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children."  Translated  from  the  German  by 
Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

"Typhlophiles,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
(Reprinted  irom  Charities.) 

"Fighting  with  His  Eyes  Shut,"  by  Winifred  Holt,  Xew  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

"A  Short  Life  of  Henry  Fawcett  for  All  Children  Everywhere,"  by  Winifred  Holt. 
Third  Edition.  In  English  in  Ink  Print.  In  Esperanto  Ink  Print  by  the  Esper- 
anto Society.  In  English  Braille,  to  be  had  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  London,  and  in  Scientific  Braille,  from  the  Perkins-  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Mass.    In  Moon  print,  from  the  Moon  Society,  Brighton,  England. 

Eyesight  and  Electric  Light. 

Reports  and  Leaflets  Telling  of  the  Work  of  the  Association 

"A  Beacon  for  the  Blind:  The  Life  Story  of  Henry  Fawcett,  the  Blind  Postmaster'- 
General  of  England,"  by  Winifred  Holt.    Published  by  Houghton,  Mifllin  &  Co. 

LEAFLETS  ON  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  AND  SIGHT  SAVING 

May  be  had  free  on  application  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

MAGAZINES  ON  FILE  AT  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

(In  Types  for  the  Blind) 
The  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind,  in  improved   Braille  and  New  York 

Point,  published  monthly  by  the  Ziegler  Publishing  Company  for  the  Blind,  250 

West  S4th  Street,  New  York. 
The  Christian  Record,  in  impro\'ed  Braille  and  New  \  ork  Point,  published  monthly 

by  the  Chri.;tian  Record  Company,  College  View,  Neb. 
The  Messenger  to  the  Sightless  (in  Scientific  Braille).    Published  at  Salt  Lake  Cit\ 

Utah. 

The  Searchlight,  in  improved  Braille,  a  quarterly  publication  sent  out  from  the  Light- 
house to  the  children,  No.  Ill  East  59th  Street,  New  York. 

The  Illuminator,  in  improved  Braille,  a  quarterly  publication  of  tlic  Holmes-Schenley 
Literary  Society  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

The  Daily  Mail,  in  English  Braille,  published  weekly  in  London,    Contains  news  from 

the  London  Daily  Mail. 
The  Music  Survey,  published  by  the  Novel  Music  Embossing  Company,  Jacksonville,  111. 
The  Weekly  Summary,  in  English  Braille,  a  popular  record  of  news,  published  in 

Eltham,  Kent,  England. 
Progress,  in  English  Braille,  published  by  the  National    Institute  for  the  Blind,  Great 

F'ortland  Street,  London. 
Comrades,  in  English  Braille,  a  magazine  for  boys  and  girls,  published  by  the  National 

Institute  for  the  Blind,  Great  Portland  Street,  London. 
Channels  of  Blessing,  in  English  Braille,  published  bi-monthly,  Margate,  England. 
The  Moon  Magazine,  in  the  Moon  type,  published  in  Brighton,  England,  by  the  Moon 

Society  for  the  Blind. 

Dawn,  in  Moon  type,  published  cpiarterly  by  the  Northern  Counties  Blind  Society, 

North  Shields,  England. 
Esperanto  Liglio,  in  European  Braille  in  Esoeranto.  published  in  Paris.  France. 
The  Michigan  Herald  (in  Scientific  Braille).    The  School  for  the  Blind,  Lansing,  Mich. 

MAGAZINES  OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND  AND  THEIR  FRIENt' 

(In  Ink-Print) 

The  Blind,  published  by  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  London, 

Valentin  Hauy,  published  by  the  Valentin  Hauy  Association  for  the  Blind,  Paris,  l^-ance 
Blindenfreund,  issued  under  the  direction  of  A.  Brandstaetcr,  Konisbcrg,  Germany. 
The  Braille  Review,  published  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  London,  England. 
The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Association  for  the  lilind: 

The  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind. 

And  The  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 
Von  Unsern  Blinden,  published  by  K.  K.  Blindenerzie.    Herausgegehen  vom   K.  K. 

Blindcn-Erziehungs  Institute,  Vienna,  Hungary. 

ORDERS  TAKEN  FOR  ALL  WRITING  APPLIANCES,  BOOKS,  AND 
MAGAZINES  IN  ANY  TYPE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


THP   TUDOR    PPESS-    N.  Y. 
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